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PREFACE 


Bertrand Russell said, 


“Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life: the longing for 
love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind. These 
passions, like great winds, have blown me hither and thither, ina wayward course, over a 
great ocean of anguish, reaching to the very verge of despair.” 


I have quoted these words of the great English philosopher as I strongly feel that the principles 
set by Russell to seek knowledge, and love for mankind — being the noblest acts — are the primary 
path of life for our youth to follow. 


The volume in your hand entitled “All in One” was launched by Jahangir's World Times — 
Pakistan's premier Current Affairs magazine and the top choice of CSS, PMS aspirants as well as 
teachers besides those who wish to keep themselves abreast of the latest developments across the 
globe — with anoble mission to spread the light of knowledge. This treatise contains articles selected 
from the past year's issues of JWT. The initiative of publishing “All in One”, exhibits our resolve to 
provide young men and women, who wish to appear in CSS, PMS and/or any other competitive exam, as 
well as those interested in keeping a record of world's important events, with requisite material for 
their greater benefit and guidance. The book, first of its type in Pakistan, is rare and unique and is a 
must-read for the university students, professors and aspirants of all competitive exams conducted 
in Pakistan. 


“Allin One” contains diverse subjects and topics ranging from Interviews of Top Position-holders, 
Essays, Précis, Comprehension, Grammar, Articles on Current Affairs, Pakistan Affairs, Important 
National and International News along with MCQs, Personality Profiles, Geography of the World, 
General Science & Ability, Articles on Media, Solved Papers, Tips & Tricks for the CSS, PMS aspirants; 
Political and Social Issues facing the country and the world at large. A special attention has been paid to 
include material that is most relevant to CSS, PMS exams, especially after the introduction of FPSC 


Screening Fesi{ pT te the (8S Byamination 2022. 0332-5339708 


“Allin One” will resolve the issues faghd bate fe RMEotandidates who often go through articles in 
newspapers, journals and other sources but hardly find material that may help them prepare fully fora 
competitive exam. The articles penned by well-known writers and analysts have been compiled into 
one publication that will be extremely helpful for our educated youth, exploring different avenues for 
success in the competitive exams. It will help remove confusion prevailing among CSS, PMS aspirants 


as it will provide them with the material indispensable for the success in these prestigious 
examinations. 


In the end, it would be unfair if I don't acknowledge the valuable contribution of my magazine 
team in the compilation of this book. They deserve a “Bravo” from my side: 


Adeel Niaz 
Editor 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Democracy today is going through a bad time 
all around the world. The ghost of the Arab 
Spring still haunts us. Authoritarianism and 
dictatorships have emerged within various 
structures in different countries around the 
world. By taking away the freedom of 
expression and the right to elect people's representatives, 
dictators have muzzled their respective citizenries. The 
cries of the oppressed people can be heard in the streets. 


To reestablish itself as a stalwart democracy, on 
December 9-10, 2021, the United States convened 
as global summit of leaders from over one hundred 


countries spanning the world’s regions to discuss 
the decline of global democracy — and announce 
commitments for renewing democracy 
domestically and internationally. The ‘summit 
Sought to spotlight efforts to confront 
authoritarianism, fight corruption and’ promote 
human rights. The outcome was mixed at best, and 
the democratic struggles faced by the United 
States itself illustrated the steep challenges ahead, 
Nevertheless, the summit had a Symbolic 
importance as it provided a rare Opportunity to 
achieve more meaningful results at a 
follow-up, in-person summit 
planned for 2022. 
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Muhammad Sheraz 
At such a time, the Summit for Democracy was hosted by 
the United States "to renew democracy at home and 
confront autocracies abroad”. 


Introduction 
In an attempt to tackle the rising tide of authoritarianism, * 


US President Joe Biden invited more than 100 world 
leaders to the first (virtual) edition of "The Summit for 
Democracy’ on 9-10 December 2021. The summit aimed to 
strengthen democracy globally and to bring together 


Biden's 


mocrac 
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leaders from government, civil society and the private 
sector to “solicit bold, practicable ideas around three key 
themes: defending against authoritarianism; addressing 
and fighting corruption; promoting respect for human 
rights.” 

During the summit, President Biden warned that 
democratic erosion is 'the defining challenge of our time’. 
In fact, for the fifth year in a row, the number of countries 
moving towards authoritarianism exceeds the number of 
countries progressing towards democracy. 


Background 

Biden's presidential campaign promised ‘The Summit for 
Democracy’ in his first year in office. The rationale for 
organising the summit was to “reinvigorate our own 
democracy and strengthen the coalition of democracies 
that stand with us.” This promise and the rest of the text 
showcase Biden's interest in course correction and 
cooperation. 

The need for course correction arose as the US' democratic 
core weakened and faced heightened criticism during 


President Trump's era. Biden's campaign manifesto 


highlighted this by calling out Trump's “erratic policies 
and failure to uphold basic democratic principles,” which 
arguably weakened US' position and alliances in the world. 
The manifesto included the terms “reinvigorate,” 


“restore,” and “renew” in the context of democracy and 


Tums oss 


i 


a Lv 
; +t 
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American leadership, further emphasising a future Biden 
administration's acceptance of and will for course 
correction. While domestic course correction in the US is a 
work in progress, the administration has moved towards 
international cooperation on democracy through this 
summit. 

Themes 

The Summit had three broad themes: 

1. Strengthening democracy and defending agains! 
authoritarianism; 
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2. fighting corruption; and 

3. promoting respect for human rights. 

The summit agenda focused on strengthening democratic 
institutions and solidarity amongst democracies globally 
in three areas: defending against authoritarianism; 
addressing and fighting corruption; and promoting 
respect for human rights. 

According to the US State Department, the summit was to 
solicit "bold, practicable ideas" on the themes of 
“defending against authoritarianism,” "fighting 
corruption," and "promoting respect for human rights." 


Invitees 
The US Department of State released the full list of 110 


participants on 24 November 2021. The choice of invitees 
was, according to some analysts, inevitably controversial 
from the start. Among the most notable countries absent 
on the list were China, Russia and Turkey. Taiwan's 
participation was another contentious issue. It is also to 
be noted here that more than 30 percent of the 110 invited 
countries are classified by US-based non-profit Freedom 
House as only "partly free." Three are "not free” at all -- 
Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Iraq. More 
thana dozenare classified by Sweden's V-Dem Institute as 
“electoral autocracies" including the Philippines, India and 
Kenya. Pakistan decided to skip the summit despite the 
fact that it was invited by Biden administration. 
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Pakistan's stance 

Initially, it was thought Pakistan would attend the summit 
as Prime Minister Imran Khan, while congratulating 
President Biden on his election victory, welcomed his 
initiative of the summit on democracy. But, at the last 
moment, Pakistan decided to stay away from the summit. 
The announcement was made by the Foreign Office on 
December 08 after days of in-house consultations. The 
press release stated: 

“We are thankful to the United States for inviting 
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Pakistan for participation in the Summit for 
Democracy, being held virtually on 9-10 
December 2021. 


Summit for Democracy | Country > 


Pot | India 


Pakistan is a large functional democracy Freedom in the World 2021 
with an independent judiciary, vibrant civil pasUei DL EONCOINS sy ee a ae 
society, and a free media. We remain deeply vk ; 67 no0 Partly Free | 
committed to further deepening 
democracy, fighting corruption, and Freedom on the Net 2021 
protecting and promoting human rights of eye prorilrelinmenrt tm 
all citizens. In recent years, Pakistan has 49 /100 Partly Free 
instituted wide-ranging reforms aimed at Bein ora’ 

Oecd 


advancing these goals. These reforms have 
yielded positive results. 
We value our partnership with the U.S. which we 
wish to expand both bilaterally as well as in terms 
of regional and international cooperation. We 
remain in contact with the U.S. on a range of 
issues and believe that we can engage on this 
subject at an opportune time in the future. 
Pakistan will, meanwhile, continue to support all 
efforts aimed towards strengthening dialogue, 
constructive engagement, and international 
cooperation for the advancement of our shared 
goals.” 
Although no reason was cited in the official handout of 
virtually snubbing the US invite, it is believed that there 
are a variety of reasons behind this decision. 
One of the reasons is the exclusion of China from the 
summit. The overall state of relations between the two 
countries is another major factor, compelling Islamabad 
to stay away from the summit. 
It is believed that President Biden's move to continue to 
ignore Prime Minister Imran Khan also made it difficult for 
Islamabad to attend the summit on democracy. 
President Biden has yet to speak to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan directly since taking over the White House in January 
2021. But his invitation to Pakistan was seen as ice- 
breaker. 
Important speeches 
1. US President Joe Biden 
At the start of the virtual Summit for Democracy, the US 
President warned that democracy around the world was in 
danger. He called it the "defining challenge of our time." 
He warned of a global slide in democracy, saying 
international trends were "largely pointing in the wrong 
direction." He called it a critical moment for fellow leaders 
to redouble their efforts to bolster democracies to 
"determine the direction our world will take in the next 
decade.” 
Biden said, “Democracy doesn't happen by accident and 
we have to renew it with each generation.” He said it was a 
chance to “lock arms and reaffirm our shared 
commitment to make our democracies better, to share 
ideas and learn from each other, and to make concrete 
commitments of how to strength our own democracies. 
2. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
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Germany's new Chancellor Olaf Scholz warned that 
democratic values were under threat the world over. "In 
the face of rising nationalism and right-wing populism, as 
well as disinformation campaigns and hate speech, we 
must strengthen our own democratic institutions, both 
internally and externally," Scholz said. He added that 
democracies needed to show that they were "more 
effective and sustainable in serving people's needs and 
rights" 

3. Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen 

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen warned the 
threat was not only coming from nation states: "New 
technologies and large tech companies are increasingly 
setting the stage for the democratic dialogue, sometimes 
with more emphasis on reach than on freedom of speech." 
Major outcomes 

On S December 2021, the US Department of State 
announced a Presidential Initiative for Democratic 
Renewal to provide financial assistance of US$424.4 
million to support free and independent media, fight 
corruption, advance technological solutions for 
democracy, foster democratic reforms and defend free 
and fair electoral processes. The USA, Australia, Denmark 
and Norway signed the Export Controls and a Human 
Rights Initiative, while Canada, France, the Netherlands, 
and the United Kingdom expressed their support. The 
initiative aims to curb the misuse of dual-use, cyber- and 
surveillance technologies - increasingly used by 
authoritarian regimes - and will involve drafting a 
voluntary written code of conduct. Participating countries 
committed to measures to improve democracy both 
internally and externally, such as increased funding for 
United Nations bodies dealing with human rights 
(Belgium, Canada), initiatives to bolster technology's role 
in democracy (Denmark), and the fight against corruption 
(Japan), amongst other proposed initiatives. Under the 
umbrella of actionable commitments, a global follow-up, 
in-person summit of democracies is expected to take 
place in late 2022. 

Critique 

Marred from the outset by an almost complete absence of 


clear thought, the virtual gathering was a wasted 
opportunity, After recently abandoning Afghanistan to an 
Islamist autocracy and famine, and finalising a $650 
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million arms sale to Saudi Arabia, US President Joe Biden 
thought it would be a fine idea to hold a two-day virtual 
gathering on democracy, where some of its worst 
offenders could pose as responsible upholders of freedom 
and dispense homilies on how to save the world from 
those like themselves. Some of the omissions from the 
participant list were as puzzling as the inclusions. It's not 
clear, for example, why strongmen like India's Modi, the 
Philippines’ Duterte and Brazil's Bolsonaro made the cut, 
but Turkey's Recep Tayyip Erdogan didn't, when all of 
them have been wrecking democratic institutions in their 
respective countries with equal vigor. 

India's descent into authoritarianism has intensified in 
recent years under Narendra Modi. The Modi government, 
to quote Freedom House's "Freedom in the World 2021" 
report, caused a "dangerous and unplanned displacement 
of millions of internal migrant workers" through a "ham- 
fisted lockdown" during the pandemic, and "encouraged 
the scapegoating of Muslims, who were disproportionately 
blamed for the spread of the virus and faced attacks by 
vigilante mobs." 

Moreover, there is no logic as to why an invitation was 
denied to Singapore, which may be a de facto one-party 
state, but it holds clean elections and offers a quality of life 
and security to its people that many invitees at the summit 
would kill for. That is why public trust in politicians in 
Singapore is far higher than in the countries participating 
in the summit — higher, even, than in the host country 
itself. 

Although the Summit for Democracy participants made 
commitments to extremely important causes, such as 
protecting human rights, the event will be remembered 
more for its symbolic value than for its results. Proof of 
this is Biden's decision to invite Taiwan, which will have 
done little to de-escalate tensions with China. 

On the other hand, the need for effective global governance 
is more urgent than ever in today's unpredictable and 
dangerous world. In addition to the nuclear threat that 
emerged in the last century, we must now contend with 
challenges such as cyberattacks, the weaponization of 
migration, the growing investment in military technology, 
and the malign potential of artificial intelligence. p) 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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Summit Could be a Tipping Point for 
Asia 
Sook Jong Lee (Senior Fellow, East Asia Institute of South 
Korea) 
The Summit for Democracy focused on three broad themes: 
defending against authoritarianism, fighting corruption, and 
advancing respect for human rights. The Joe Biden administration 
invited a broad range of countries, some of which have poor 
democratic credentials even though others with similar records 
were excluded. The significance of this high-profile summit 
remains to be seen until the in-person summit is held around this 
time [in 2022]. 
Until then, the summit symbolizes the importance of democratic 
values in the Biden administration's foreign policy and the return of 
US leadership in renewing global democracy. European leaders 
are welcoming this move. Asian leaders should do so as well. The 
Asia-Pacific, recently mapped as the Indo-Pacific by American 
strategists, is a critical region where the United States and China 
compete for influence. Forming partnerships to prove that 
democracy is a more egalitarian and better performing system of 
governance than alternative models is important to limiting the 
spread of authoritarianism. 
Strong, international democratic coalitions should make 
authoritarian regimes and leaders responsible for their atrocious 
actions and human rights violations. Hybrid regimes are likely to 
take steps to open or enlarge civic space when appropriate 
incentives are provided. Asian democracies do not usually 
integrate democracy into their diplomacy beyond humanitarian 
ascistance and some human security areas. The norm of non- 
intervention in another country's domestic politics is strong. It has 
often been used, however, to rationalize indifference to other 
countries' undemocratic practices. Now, they need to approach 
democracy from an international perspective. Asian democracies 
such as Japan and South Korea have the resources to assist 
developing countries to build both governmental and non- 
governmental democratic capacities. 
For US allies and democracies in Asia, the renewed US effort to 
promote democracy presents opportunities to collectively balance 
Chinese influence. Coordinating responses to the pandemic, 
setting digital standards, and ensuring supply chain resilience can 
be good areas for allies to establish principles and rules based on 
openness, freedom and transparency. That China released 
propaganda reports and remarks before the summit to tout 
Chinese democracy as a superior and more legitimate system than 
American democracy signals the relevancy of the summit. China 
has been seeking to change the existing global governance 
system for its own gains for some time. Attracting developing 
countries to the democracy camp and keeping them there through 
this kind of summit is crucial to derailing such efforts. The summitis 
a big-tent approach. Whether it can be effective in reversing the 
deterioration of global democracy depends on how participating 
governments and their civil society partners seize the momentum 
to pursue actionable coordination with like-minded partners inside 
or even outside the tent. 
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The security order that emerged 
after the Second World War in Asia 


and the Indo-Pacific was marked by 

the US's bilateral ties with various et yr 
players. This was in contrast to 

American strategy in Europe, where 

NATO played a key role. With the nt 
rise of an assertive, even 

belligerent, Beijing, that seems to 


be changing. The recent spate of 


anti-China activities started with 
signing of AUKUS agreement - a 
strategic alliance involving 
Australia, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States - which was 
followed by the first in-person 


meeting of the leaders of the Quad The US-Japan-Australia trio 


countries in the White House. 
Latest in this series are the two “ ~ 
agreements that Japan has signed ups the ante against China 


* with Australia and the United 


January, two very important things have 
happened. First, the world witnessed 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and 
his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison 
signing the Reciprocal Access Agreement, a 
milestone dociiment aimed at further 
institutionalizing Security cooperation 


e two countries. Then, officials from the 
and Japan Held a ministerial-level 
signed a mew cost-sharing agreement 

mu bh issues related to Covid-19 and US 
try. Here we take a look at 
s developments: 


Agreement 


ary O06, during a virtual summit between 

Autralian Prime Minister, Scott Morrison and his 

Japanese counterpart, Fumio Kishida, Australia and 

Japan signed a “historic” defence treaty named “Reciprocal Access Agreement” 
(RAA) which sets out a framework for the two countries’ defence forces to 
cooperate with each other and makes it easier for each nation's troops to operate 
in each other's country. This agreement strengthens the political and 
psychological groundwork for increased military cooperation between the two 
nations. It is important to mention here that the RAA is Japan's second formal 


States. First, Tokyo signed the 
Reciprocal Access Agreement with 
Canberra on Jan 06 - the first 
defense pact Japan has sealed with 
any country other than the United 
States. And, then, on the very next 
day, Tokyo and Washington signed 
a deal on collaborating more % 
closely in research and 
development of defense-related 
technologies, including ways to 

counter threats from hypersonic 

weapons. These deals suggest that 

Japan has gotten off to a quick start 

this year in pushing for defence 

cooperation with other nations, and 

the country's top officials have 

called 2022 crucial for Tokyo's 

security policies. 
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Australia's status as its second most important security 
partner — after the United States, Japan's only treaty ally. 
Although PM Kishida called it “a landmark agreement that 
will take Japan-Australia security cooperation to a new 
level,” analysts believe that it is much more than that, It is 
one more strand — albeit a big one — in the diversifying 
and thickening web of security relations that is emerging 
in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Although China was not mentioned explicitly, according 
to a statement from the Australian Prime Minister's 
Office, the signing of the RAA is a “pivotal moment for 
Australia and Japan” that will “form an important part" of 
the two countries’ response to “the uncertainty we now 
face”. So, there is no doubt that the agreement is targeting 
China. For example, under the agreement, Japan and 
Australia could build a joint maritime communication 
mechanism targeting China and, as both have a large 
number of antisubmarine patrol aircraft, they could 
conduct activities from the Malacca Strait to the Miyako 
Strait in the Indo-Pacific. 

2. US-Japan Agreement 


We're much more ©) 
aligned with our allies 
and partners now than 

we WEre a year apo. 


Antony J. Blinken 


On January 07, on the conclusion of the 2022 US-Japan 
Security Consultative Committee meeting, both countries 
agreed to sign a new five-year agreement on sharing the 
cost of the US military presence in Japan. US Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin, who joined US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa 
Hayashi and Japanese Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi for 
Virtual "2+2" talks, said there is “an extraordinary level of 
mutual cooperation across the full spectrum of military 
capabilities”. 

The joint statement issued after the meeting indicates the 
two sides’ resolve to respond jointly to the rapidly 
changing security environment in the region, so as to 
“maintain peace and stability" in Fast Asia and across the 
Asia-Pacific region. In particular, the joint statement 
reiterated that they will build deterrence to the threats to 
"Senkaku Islands” (as the Japanese call China's Diaoyu 
Islands). They also claimed the developments in China's 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region and Hong Kong 
threaten human rights, so forces from outside the Asia- 
Pacific need to get involved in the region to uphold peace 
and human rights. a 
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Troublemaking clique threat to 


regional stability 

China's Foreign Ministry said that it has lodged solemn 
representations with Australia, Japan and the United 
States, deploring, and rejecting their gross interference in 
China's internal affairs, and their fabrication of lies with 
the intention of smearing China and sabotaging solidarity 
and trust among regional countries. 
As expected, the virtual 2+2 meeting between the foreign 
and defence ministers of the US and Japan on Jan. 07 
sought to meddle in China's internal affairs and challenge 
its core interests. Apart from striking the old tune that the 
US-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security 
"applies to" the Diaoyu Islands, their joint statement also 
mentioned Taiwan, Xinjiang, Hong Kong, the East China 
Sea and the South China Sea. 
Similar rhetoric and blatant interference was also the name 
of the game when Japan and Australia signed an 
agreement one day earlier to enable their two militaries to 
work more closely on defence-related matters. 
That these countries are strengthening their cooperation is 
a clear indication that they are consolidating their clique in 
a bid to contain China's development. 
The US-led strategy of forming political and military 
cliques runs counter to the trend of the times and 
undermines the principles governing international 
relations and the existing world order. 
But the more the US and its allies gang up with one another 
to target China, the clearer countries in the region will see 
that their fishing for self-interests is undermining regional 
peace and stability. 
China will not be daunted by such coercion and 
intimidation, as long gone are the days when China was a 
weak country and had to swallow the bitter fruit of 
invasion by the imperialist powers. No one should 
underestimate its resolve to safeguard its core interests, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Japan, in particular, should be aware of the potential 
ramifications of enthusiastically jumping on the US 
bandwagon to infringe upon China's core interests. Unless 
it is ready to shoulder the consequences, Tokyo should be 
wary of going too far with its provocations. 
The US, onits part, should stop roping in its allies and truly 
honour the words of US President Joe Biden, who assured 
President Xi Jinping in their video summit in November, 
that the US does not scek contlict with China, 
Instead of stoking tensions in the region, the US and its 
allies should be contributing, to regional peace, stability 
and development, Rather than being troublemakers that 
spread lies and create divisions, they should be 
endeavouring to ensure that the region is truly "free, open, 
and inclusive! rather than a playground subject to the 
diktats of their clique. 

(Source: China Daily) 
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The Pentagon said the meeting reaffirmed the critical 
importance of the US-Japan alliance as "the cornerstone of 
peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region." In a nod 
to Chinese ambitions in the region, Foreign Minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi said it was "more important than ever" 
that Japan and the US were “united and show leadership" 
in the face of anumber of challenges. Blinken was cited by 
Japanese news agency Kyodo as saying it was important to 
remain wary of countries that seek to undermine the 
international rules-based order. The comments were 
thought to refer to China and North Korea. 

Defense Secretary Austin said the US-Japan alliance is 
increasingly 
important. 

"We're meeting 
against a backdrop of 
increased tensions 
and challenges to the 
free, stable and 
secure Indo-Pacific 
region that we both 
seek — challenges 
posed by North 
Korea's nuclear 
ambitions and by the 
coercive and 
aggressive behaviour 
of the People's 
Republic of China," 


economic assertiveness. 


also released their Indo-pacific strategy. 


west to Lombok Strait in the east. 


merchandise trade. 


Auetin sald. ansion, military modernization and jection has raised 

‘ ‘ expansion, military modernization and power projection has rai 
On this DECREE, several red flags among regional and extra-regional countries. 
Secretary Blinken said 


both countries will 
sign a new defence collaboration deal to counter emerging 
defence threats, including hypersonic and space-based 
capabilities. "We're launching a new research and 
development agreement that will make it easier for our 
scientists, for our engineers and program managers to 
collaborate on emerging defence-related issues, from 
countering hypersonic threats to advancing space-based 
capabilities," Blinken said. 

The two nations will also sign a new five-year 
agreement covering the continued basing of US 
troops in Japan, in a deal where Japan has said it | 
agreed to pay $9.3 billion to share the upkeep of | 
US forces in Japan over five years. 

China's Response 

China's reaction to the RAA has been predictable, 
ranging from the ambivalent to the negative. 
Responding to the US and Japan's "2+2" virtual 
meeting, as well as talks between Tokyo and 
Canberra, Beijing has lodged solemn 
representations with relevant countries ‘for 
interfering in China's internal affairs and 
fabricating disinformation to discredit China. 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said 
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> RAA will allow Australian and Japanese militaries to work seamlessly ) 
with each other on defence and humanitarian operations. \ > 


@ RAA will also pave way for an enhanced contribution by Japan and 
Australia to the peace and stability of the Indo-Pacific region. 


> Earlier several nations including France, Germany and European Union 


@ Reasons for global shift towards Indo-Pacific 


> Important Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC): Presence of key ° [ 
choke points, from Mozambique Channel and Bab-el-Mandeb in the {§ 


that maintaining peace, stability and development in East 
Asia and the Asia-Pacific region requires upholding true 
multilateralism, respecting the open and _ inclusive 
regional cooperation framework formed over the years, 
and taking the road of solidarity, dialogue and 
cooperation. "The United States, Japan and Australia talk 
about freedom, openness and inclusiveness, while in 
reality, they are forming a clique against other countries, 
flexing their muscles and making military threats, which 
runs counter to the trend of peace and development in the 
region and contradicts their claim of opposing 
intimidation and coercion," he added. 


JAPAN, AUSTRALIA SIGN RECIPROCAL ACCESS AGREEMENT (RAA) 


@ RAAIs anew agreement to cooperate closely on defence to bolster security ties “om the backdrop of rising Chinese military and 


> Trade and Economy: Region includes 65% of the world population; INITIATIVES TAKEN BY INDIA 


accounts for 62% of world GDP; and contributes to 46% of the world’s Separate divisions under Ministry of External Affairs 


(Indo-Pacific Division and Indian Ocean Region Division). 


> Richness in Natural resources: Including- Offshore Hydrocarbons, °Pollcles aligning with the vision of Indo Pacific: Such as Act 
Methane hydrates, Sea Bed minerals, Rare earth metals, fisheries etc. 


> China factor: China's aggressive foreign policy, rapid economic 2 Partnerships (QUAD, BIMSTEC, IORA etc). 


East Policy, SAGAR. 
2 Expanding/maintaining India’s naval presence. 


Conclusion 

One thing that both these important developments 
suggest is that Washington, to contain China, is pushing 
for more bilateral cooperation between its allies and 
partners. It would like to see more bilateral mechanisms 
between its allies and partners. The administration of US 
President Joe Biden is likely to continue a hardline policy 
toward China, since midterm elections will be held in the 
US this year. But China seems not ready to yield on its 

national interests. 


Countries around the world should 
uphold true multilateralism. We 
should remove barriers, not erect 
walls. We should open up, not close 
off. We should seek integration, not 
decoupling. This is the way to build 
an open world economy. 
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The United States House of Representatives, 
on Feb. 04, passed the ambitious America 
COMPETES Act of 2022 which aims to increase 
US competitiveness with China and to address 
the country's shortage of semiconductors by 
strengthening the country's supply chain. It 
envisages investing in domestic research and 
manufacturing to enhance America's global 
competitiveness and includes provisions to authorize funding for the National Science Foundation, provide support 
to early-career researchers and to diversify the research workforce, and increase reporting requirements for foreign 
gifts and contracts to institutions of higher education. The bill's Senate counterpart, the US Innovation and 
Competition Act of 2021, passed with the support of 19 Republican Senators in June last year. Now that the House 
version of the legislation passed, the differences between the two bills will be reconciled by conference committee. 
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February 04, the House of Kepresentatives OT 
the US Congress passed the America Creating 
Opportunities for Manufacturing Pre- 
Eminence in Technology and Economic 
Strength (America COMPETES) Act of 2022 
which provides $52 billion to encourage more 
semiconductor production in the United 
States, and $45 billion for grants and loans to improve 
supply chain resilience and manufacturing, among other 
programmes, and US$160 billion for scientific research 
and innovation. The bill would also change some US trade 
rules, designed to give American businesses a competitive 
edge on the global stage. 
A sweeping piece of legislation, the Bill proposes to open 
up new vistas for talented individuals from across the 
world with a new start-up visa. President Joe Biden, who 
supports the legislation, said the America COMPETES Act, 
2022 is an important step forward in advancing 
legislation that will make supply chains 
stronger and reinvigorate the innovation 
engine of the country's economy to 
outcompete China and the rest of the 
world for decades to come. 
The US Senate passed a similar bill in 
June 2021 with bipartisan support. 


Now, lawmakers must reconcile the differences between 
the House and Senate versions of the legislation and both 
chambers will have to vote again before the bill reaches 
President Joe Biden's desk. 

Biden's statement 

“The House took an important step forward today in 
advancing legislation that will make our supply chains 
stronger and reinvigorate the innovation engine of our 
economy to outcompete China and the rest of the world 
for decades to come. 

The proposals put forward by the House and Senate 
represent the sort of transformational investments in our 
industrial base and research and development that helped 
power the United States to lead the global economy in the 
20th century and expand opportunity for middle class 
families. They'll help bring manufacturing jobs back to 
the UniteG Hpte® md H&y'PeMGiBOp kseused on easing 
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Te sOrLOLsuppry train bottlenecks like semiconductors 
that have led to higher prices for the middle class, 
Building on the historic investments in the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law that I signed last year - and on signs of 
progress like last week's Intel announcement and today's 
GM announcement - comprehensive competitiveness 
legislation will power our economy to create good-paying 
jobs for all Americans, no matter where you live or 
whether you have a college degree, and will help tackle the 
climate crisis. ; ; 
I'm heartened by Congress’ bipartisan work so far, and its 
commitment to quick action to get this to my desk as soon 
as possible. Together, we have an opportunity to show 
China and the rest of the world that the 21st century will 
be the American century - forged by the ingenuity and 
hard work of our innovators, workers and businesses.” 
Alook at the bill 
1. Investment in semiconductor manufacturing 

The House bill would provide $52 billion over 
five years to boost semiconductor research, 
design and manufacturing in the United 
States, according to a summary of the 
bill provided by House Democrats. 

There's currently a global shortage of 

semiconductors, also known as chips, 


ad 


oy 


which are essential for the production of smartphones, 
medical equipment and cars. The shortage has led to 
delays for US manufacturers and increased costs. Both 
General Motors and Ford, for example, temporarily shut 
down plants over the past year due to the chip shortage, 
which was made worse by pandemic-induced supply 
chain problems. 

Once a leader in semiconductor chip manufacturing, the 
US has lost ground as other countries like China ramped 
up production, forcing many American manufacturers to 
import chips made elsewhere. The share of 
semiconductor manufacturing capacity located in the US 
has decreased from 37% in 1990 to 12% today, according 
to the Semiconductor Industry Association. 

The Senate bill similarly includes a $52 billion investment 
in the semiconductor industry. 

2.Changestotradepolicy (337-5339708 
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The House bill calls for a number of changes to US trade 
rules, aiming to level the playing field for American 
businesses and combat China's market-distorting trade 
practices. 

Jt would renew a program called Trade Adjustment 
Assistance that provides aid to American workers who 
lose their jobs or whose wages are reduced as a result of 
increased imports. 

The House bill would also reauthorize the Generalized 


System of Preferences, a tariff program that eliminates ' 


duties on thousands of products from the world's poorest 
countries — but the bill adds new eligibility criteria 
concerning the environment, labour standards and 
human rights. 

The Miscellaneous Tariff Bill program, which temporarily 
suspends tariffs on certain imports, would also be 
renewed. The program helps provide a competitive edge 
to US companies that need to import materials required 
for manufacturing products at home. The House bill calls 
for excluding future finished products from the program, 
away to incentivize American manufacturing. 

The legislation would also strengthen US anti-dumping 
and countervailing duty rules, in a way that targets China's 
Belt and Road Initiative — a massive infrastructure plan 
that spans many different countries and aims to connect 
China's economy with other parts of the world. The 
changes would allow the trade remedies to be applied to 
subsidies provided by the Chinese government to Chinese 
companies operating outside of China. 

The Bill would empower the Office of the US Trade 
Representative to review and potentially block US 
companies from moving manufacturing abroad if the 
product is critical to the nation's supply chain or a threat 
to national security. 

It would also tighten eligibility for the existing de minimis 
threshold, which allows imports valued under $800 to 
enter the US without paying duties, taxes or fees. It would 
exclude imports from countries that are both non-market 
economies and on the US Trade Representative's Priority 
Watch List for. violations of intellectual property 
Standards, such as China. 

The Senate bill also calls for strengthening some of 
America's trade rules. But House Ways and Means 
Chairman Richard Neal, a Democrat from Massachusetts, 
argues that the House bill is stronger. He said in a 
Statement that the Senate legislation "falters both 
technically and ideologically" on trade policy and 
“overlooks the challenges facing today's workers, and 
should be tougher on China." 

3. Strengthening supply chains 

The House bill would provide $45 billion over six years in 
grants and loans to improve the nation's supply chains 
and to boost American manufacturing of goods deemed 
Critical for national security and the US economy — like 
Products for public health, communications technology 
and food — according to a summary of the Bill. 
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Similar to the Senate bill, it would create a new initiative 
within the Department of Commerce to help promote the 
resiliency of the nation's supply chains. The House bill 
would establish an office that would monitor supply 
chains, identify vulnerabilities and designate which 
products are critical. The agency would also be tasked 
with building up stockpiles to prevent shortages of goods 
in the event of a future supply chain shock. 

The House bill would provide another $3 billion for the 
nation's solar manufacturing supply chain, aiming to 
reduce the country's reliance on China for parts. 

It would also create a $10.5 billion pilot program that 
awards grants to states to expand or maintain a strategic 
stockpile of certain drugs, medical equipment and 
personal protective equipment. 

4. Funding for research and innovation 

Both the Senate and House bills include billions of dollars 
for research and innovation. 

The House version would provide $160 billion, according 
to House Science Committee majority staff. It would 
increase overall funding for the Office of Science, the lead 
federal agency supporting scientific research for energy 
applications and the physical sciences. The office 
operates 10 of the Department of Energy's national 
laboratories and supports 25,000 researchers from 
industry, universities, national laboratories and other 
federal agencies. 

The National Science Foundation would also get a boost in 
funding. The federal agency supports fundamental 
research and education in the non-medical fields of 
science and engineering. 

The funds would also help scale up science, technology, 
engineering and math programs, known as STEM, at K-12 
schools as well as colleges. 

The China factor 

The bill's passage is just the latest way in which the 
world's two largest economies are locking horns in an 
intensifying competition, which could shape the future of 
global supply chains. A big focus of the 2,912-page bill, 
the America COMPETES Act, is countering China's state- 
directed economic policies. It includes a long list of 
motions addressing concerns over alleged human rights 
abuses in Xinjiang, a crackdown on democracy in Hong 
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Kong and heightened tensions over Taiwan. Experts 
believe that the Bill will intensify a technology rivalry with 
China by trying to boost American competitiveness 
because ‘semiconductors’ remains a_ particularly 
contentious area. 

China, meanwhile, is estimated to see its share of chip 
manufacturing grow from 12 percent in 2020 to 28 
percent by 2030, according to statistics from the US 
Semiconductor Industry Association. 

China's response 

Commenting on the development, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said that China firmly 
opposes the bill because it is “filled with a Cold War and 
zero-sum mentality, undermines China's development 
paths and policies, champions the rhetoric of competing 
against China, and makes indiscreet remarks on Taiwan, 
Xinjiang, Hong Kong and Tibet.” 

“We have expressed multiple times that how the US 
intends to develop and strengthen its competitiveness is 
its own business, but please do not make this about China 
and use it as an excuse to interfere 
with China's internal politics and 
harm China's interests,” Zhao said. 
The remarks are similar to those 
made last year by his colleague 
Wang Wenbin, who commented on 
the Senate competition bill. 
Meanwhile, China recently unveiled 
a counter move. The country's State 
Council, the government's cabinet, 
published a major plan last month 
to boost the country's global 
competitiveness in the digital 
economy before 2025 in areas 
ranging from communications to e- 
commerce. Under the plan, the 
government aims to enhance 
China's basic research capabilities 
in “strategic areas” such as sensors, quantum 
information, communications, integrated circuits, key 
software, big data, artificial intelligence, blockchain and 
new materials. 

Debate about technological decoupling between China 
and the US has been on the rise, raising questions about 
which economy would take a bigger hit in such an event. 

A think tank at China's Peking University pulled a report 
recently that concluded the country would likely be the 
one to suffer more from a tech decoupling. However, the 
7,600-character report published by the school's Institute 
of International and Strategic Studies found that both the 
US and China would suffer losses. 

Flaws 

Walter Lohman, the Director of The Heritage Foundation's 
Asian Studies Center recently penned an article titled as 
“America COMPETES: The House “China Bill” wherein he 
enumerated the following flaws in the bill and how would 


"In politics, 
nothing 
happens 
by accident. 
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If it happens, 

you can bet it 
Was planned 
that way.’ 


Pres. FD Roosevelt 


they impact America's standing in the world: 

1. [The Bill] undermines America's leverage in pursuing its 
interests and advancing reform in internationa] 
organizations. The bill establishes as policy that the Us 
pay assessed dues to multilateral organizations in full and 
on time. In the past, the US has withheld funding when 
international organizations pursue policies and actions 
counter to US interests and to encourage them to address 
corruption, combat sexual exploitation and abuse, 
increase transparency and accountability, counter anti- 
Israel bias, and adopt other reforms. 

2. [It] expands the federal footprint in education, not only 
edging out private businesses in creating apprenticeship 
programs, but also crowding out state efforts that would 
be able to design such programs more carefully to meet 
the needs of their own residents. There are also grant 
programs that call for new federal money for K-12—again 
expanding Washington's reach. 

3. Antidumping and countervailing duty provisions [in it] 
help to ensure that uncompetitive businesses in the US 
can erect barriers against their 
competitors with little evidence of 
actual harm caused to those 
businesses. The Import Security and 
Fairness Act title sounds as though 
it would target China, as it would 
prevent non-market economies 
from benefitting from US de minimis 
laws that waive tariffs for imports 
valued under $800, but it would 
largely target small businesses that 
get low-valued goods or inputs from 
Chinese suppliers. 

/ 4. [It] includes elements of the Green 
New Deal and condones the Biden 
administration's regulatory 
onslaught against coal, oil and 
natural gas (providing 80 percent of 
America's energy needs) and the administration's 
unilateral commitment under the Paris Agreement—for 
which the constitutionally required “advice and consent” 

of the Senate was not sought. 

Wrong Bill for the wrong set of issues 

The US is in a long-term strategic competition with China. 

It is the most critical and consequential international 

threat that the US faces. This competition spans the full 

range of national power—economic, military, diplomatic 

and informational. 

The America COMPETES Act fails to address this 

challenge. And by creating additional debt, adding to 

inflationary pressure, increasing regulatory costs, and 

intervening in the market on behalf of well-connected 

business interests, it would damage the US economy. 


The writer is a senior analyst and columnist. 
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Shaping a polycentric world order 


The existing world order with the 
United States as the sole superpower 
of the world is fast heading to a 
collapse as Russia and China are now 
emerging as the new great-power 
bloc that is poised to turn the new 
world order in their favour. A glaring 
manifestation of this was seen in the 
recent visit by Russian President 
Viadimir Putin to China where both 
countries showed off their 
increasingly close relationship. 
President Putin posed for pictures 
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping at the 
opening of the 2022 Winter Games, 
declaring their opposition to further 
enlargement of Nato and calling on 
the Western alliance to “abandon its 
ideologised cold war approaches”. 
The agreement marks the most 
detailed and assertive statement of 
Russian and Chinese resolve to work 
together to build a new international 
order based on their view of human 
rights and democracy. In the face of 
devastating sanctions threatened by 
the West after a potential new Russian 
invasion, Chinese economic and 
political support would signal a 
geopolitical shift that could upend 
American foreign policy and be felt 
from Europe to Asia. 
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Aftab Abbasi 
On February 04, amid the spectacle of the start of the Winter 
=e! Olympics, Chinese President Xi Jinping offered solidarity to his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, at a meeting in Beijing amid 
high tensions of the latter with the West. Both leaders' first in- 
person summit in two years marked a new era in ties between 
Beijing and Moscow that continue to strengthen politically, economically 
and militarily. 
In a joint declaration, Putin and Xi heralded a “new era” in the global order by 
vowing to show a common front against rising Western pressure amid the 
Kremlin's showdown with the West over Ukraine. The two leaders proclaimed 
a deep strategic partnership between their countries to balance what they 
portrayed as the malign global influence of the United States. In a joint 
statement, the two countries affirmed that their new relationship was superior 
to any political or military alliance of the Cold War era. "Friendship between 
the two States has no limits, there are no 'forbidden' areas of cooperation,” 
they declared, announcing plans to collaborate in a host of areas including 
space, climate change, artificial intelligence and control of the Internet. 
Although the two countries have moved closer together as both have come 
under pressure from the West on a host of issues including their human 
rights records and Russia's military build-up 
near Ukraine, the timing of _— 
their announcement was AOC EN 
highly symbolic, at a China- ae + 
hosted Olympics that the fF ¥% ; 
United States has 
subjected to a diplomatic 
boycott. Each went 
significantly further than 
before in explicitly 
backing the other 
over key bones of // (% 
contention with the . 
United States and 
its allies: 
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- Russia voiced its support for China's stance that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of China, and opposition to any form 
of independence for the island. Moscow and Beijing also 
voiced their opposition to the AUKUS alliance of Australia, 
Britain and the United States, saying it increased the 
danger of an arms race in the region. 

- China joined Russia in calling for an end to NATO 
enlargement and supported its demand for security 
guarantees from the West - issues at the heart of Moscow's 
confrontation with the United States and its allies over 
Ukraine. 

The two leaders decried the influence of the US and the 
role that NATO and the AUKUS defense alliances have 
played in Europe and Asia, saying that they have played a 
destabilizing role there. 

They also decried the negative impact of the United States' 
strategy in the Indian and Pacific Ocean regions on 
security and stability as well, and they expressed their 
“concern” about the establishment of a military alliance 
between the US, UK, and Australia in 2020. 

The Chinese-Russian declaration demonstrates that both 
have officially taken the position that their countries’ 
stances should be aligned and that China backs its 
Russian ally against the West, specifically Washington, 
regarding the Ukrainian crisis. Remarkably, the Chinese 
newspaper Global Times said that “the close relationship 
between China and Russia represents the world order's 
last line of defense.” 

Security alliance 

The two countries said they were "seriously concerned" 


about the AUKUS security pact. 

Announced last year, AUKUS will see Australia build 
nuclear-powered submarines as part of efforts to boost 
security in the Asia-Pacific region. It is largely seen as an 
effort to counter China, which has been accused of raising 
tensions in disputed territories such as the South China Sea. 
Meanwhile Russia said it supported Beijing's One China 
policy, which asserts that self-ruled Taiwan is a breakaway 
province that will eventually be part of China again. 
However, Taiwan sees itself as an independent country, 
with its own constitution and democratically-elected 
leaders. 

Techand Energy 

In the technology arena, Russia and China said they were 
ready to strengthen cooperation on artificial intelligence 
and information security. 

They said they believed that "any attempts to limit their 
sovereign right to regulate national segments of the 
Internet and ensure their security are unacceptable.” 
Meanwhile Russian state energy giants Gazprom and 
Rosneft have agreed new gas and oil supply deals with 
Beijing worth tens of billions of dollars. 

The deals capitalise on Putin's drive to diversify Russian 
energy exports away from the West, which started shortly 
after he came to power in 1999. Since then, Russia has 
become China's top energy supplier and cut its reliance on 
the West for revenues. 

The Kremlin said the presidents also discussed the need 
to broaden trade in national currencies because of 
unpredictability surrounding the use of the dollar. 

US President Joe Biden has said Russian companies could 


Factbox 


Moscow-Beijing partnership has 'no limits’ 


China's President Xi Jinping and Russia's Viadimir Putin met in Beijing 
where they announced a strategic partnership that was “aimed at 
countering the influence of the United States” and that would have "no 
forbidden’ areas of cooperation". Here are some key points from their joint 
statement. 

- Russia voiced support for China's stance that Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of China, and opposition to any form of independence for the island, 

- They voiced opposition to the AUKUS alliance between Australia, Britain 
and the United States, which they said increased the danger of an arms 
race. 
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- China joined Russia in calling for an end to NATO enlargement and 
supported its demand for security guarantees from the West, notably 
regarding Ukraine. 

- They expressed concern about US plans to develop missile defence and 
deploy it in various parts of the world. 

- They criticised attempts by “certain states" to establish global hegemony 
and impose their own standards of democracy. 

- They plan to strengthen cooperation on artificial intelligence and 
information security. 


0332-5339708 


Aghazetaleem.com 


INTERNATIONAL 


The end of the world order as we know it Factbox 


The era of US as the world's sole superpower is being tested in new ways 
across the globe. 

Eastern Europe 

Exactly 30 years after the fall of the Soviet Union, Russia is manoeuvring to 
encroach further into Ukraine, one of its former republics. A post-Soviet 
growth of NATO is Russian President Vladimir Putin's prey. 

The Biden administration has put 8,500 US troops on heightened alert for 
deployment to Eastern Europe as a deterrent to Russia and assurance to 
NATO countries. 

Western Europe 

American influence needs buttressing. To unify NATO countries against 
Russia, the US is also playing the role of energy broker, seeking 
guarantees of fuel from the Middle East and Asia to blunt Russia's leverage 
as atop supplier of natural gas to Germany. 


Asia 

China is testing the autonomy of Taiwan, the self-ruled island it has long 
coveted, with repeated air force missions close to Taiwan. The largest such 
incursion this year came the day after the US, along with Japan, moved a 
flotilla of Navy ships into the Philippine Sea as part of a training exercise. 
Meanwhile, shut off from the world, North Korea has ramped up its missile 
testing. 

Middle East 

Bases housing US troops in Iraq and Syria have been attacked this year. 
This week, US Patriot missile defenses joined with the United Arab 
Emirates to intercept missiles fired by Yemen's Houthis that targeted Al 
Dhafra Air Base in the UAE, which houses US troops. 

And then there's Iran. After the US under then-President Donald Trump 
blew up the international agreement meant to halt the country's nuclear 
escalation, Iran could be marching ever closer to nuclear weapons. 


eS TS I SE a SE ET 


be cut off from the ability to trade in dollars as part of 
sanctions, if Russia invades Ukraine. 

Moscow denies any such intention, but has used a build- 
up of more than 100,000 troops near Ukraine's border to 
grab the attention of the West and press its demands for 
security guarantees. 

The Chinese gas supplies are not directly linked with 
Russian gas exports to Europe, and more Russian gas for 
Beijing does not automatically mean less for Europe. 
However, they serve Putin as an addition revenue cushion 
amid the rising threat of US and EU sanctions. 

Political signals 

Given these differences, news of apparent security 
cooperation between the two should be taken with a pinch 
of salt. While there is growing collaboration between 
Chinese and Russian armed forces, the primary function 
of their military cooperation consists in political 
signalling, rather than in preparing for a joint military 
action. 

For the past few months, Moscow has been explicit in its 
support for China's use of military force as an instrument 
of pressure on its northeast Asian neighbours, Japan and 
South Korea. In October, the Russian and Chinese navies 
conducted their first joint patrol around Japan. 

In November, strategic bombers from two countries 


organised their third joint strategic air patrol over the Sea 
of Japan and the East China Sea, which demonstrated that 
Russia and China were willing to jointly counter the US- 
Japanese alliance. They had also conducted a joint army 
drill in northwest China's Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region in August. 

Beijing did not, however, respond in kind, refraining from 
support for Russia's military brinkmanship in Europe. 
Chinese troops did not take part in the most recent edition 
of Russia's strategic exercises, Zapad-21, which were held 
in western Russia and Belarus. Instead, Russian troops 
joined their counterparts in China for a joint exercise, 
organised far away from Europe. 

Beijing treads a fine line between targeting individual 
European states - as with Lithuania, which was subject to 
Chinese sanctions such as the removal from the Chinese 
customs system - and portraying itself as Europe's 
peaceful partner. Open support for Moscow's political- 
military brinkmanship in Europe might well push the EU 
states closer to the US. 

Even the joint declaration - with its warning about Nato 
enlargement - is ambivalent on Ukraine. While Russia 
reaffirms its adherence to the One China policy regarding 
Taiwan, there is no specific mention of Ukraine. Both sides 
agreed to oppose attempts to undermine security and 
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MILITARY PERSONNEL 


includes 490,009 Army troops; 440,000 Army 
and Air National Guard 


850,000 ACTIVE-DUTY PERSONNEL 


includes 375,000 ground troops; 200,000. 
250,000 Fecleral National Cuard Troops 


Philippines 


2 MILLION ACTIVE-DUTY PERSONNEL na Has no official military 


includes 1 million ground troops; 600,000- alliances 


650,000 People's Armed Police 


stability in their “common adjacent regions,” which can 
only mean Central Asia. 

Anew world order? 

Russia and China's rivalries with the West are bringing the 
two countries closer than ever. Putin's visit to China is 
primarily about shaping a new world order where Russian 
and Chinese core interests — whether it be security 
concerns or territorial aspirations — are respected and 
can be redefinca through mutual support and 
increasingly coordinated actions in response to the West. 
To strengthen their bargaining power and challenge the 
primacy of the United States, Europe and Japan, the two 
countries are focused on the issues that they believe have 
been used against them in the current world order to curb 
and weaken them 

For China, this is seen in assertive and ultranationalist 
policies in Xinjiang, Hong kong, the South China Sea, and 
the Taiwan Strait. For Russia, this is about Nato and the 
orientation of former Soviet countries, with Ukraine being 
the most notable example. 

The exact nature of this dynamic is unfolding in real time, 
but hints can be seen in the way Chinese officials have 
defined the relationship. Rhetoric from Beijing often says 
that China and Russia are supporting each other “back-to- 
back” defensively in the face of threats, not fighting 
shoulder to shoulder against the West. 

As they prepare for these challenges, Russia and China are 
minimizing any conflicting positions between them in 
regions with overlapping investments, interests, and 
influences such as in Central Asia and the South China 
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Total aircraft: 4,173 
™ Armored vehicles: 30,122 
deme Aircraft carriers: 1 
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MAIN MILITARY ALLIANCES 


= North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
(30 countries, including the US, Canada, much 
of Europe and Turkey), ANZUS (Australia, 
New Zealand and U.S.), South Korea, Japan, 


Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
(Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan) 
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Sea. 
Conclusion 
The current world order is facing a genuine crisis because 


the current strategic alliances are born out of many 


changes, shifts and intersecting interests, which could 
continue. Relying on the United States to be a permanent 
ally is difficult, not for the powers in the region but even 
for the Europeans, and the Germans have already said that 
relying on American foreign policy, which changes every 
four years, is untenable. As far as Russia is concerned, 
there is no Clear strategy. Instead, there is politicking, one 
man seizing opportunities. While the Russian president 
does seek to restore the Soviet Union, he lacks the tools 
required to make his goals sustainable, and he is now 


falling into China's arms. 
Beijing itself is a different story. The Chinese have a clear 
strategy and long strategic breath. According to the 
diplomatic expert, China has witnessed an “epic economic 
rise,” adding that “for the first time, two world poles or 
superpowers, the United States and China, are economi- 
cally dependent, meaning the collapse of one power's 
economy would lead to the collapse of the other's 
economy,” which makes it difficult for the United States, 
for example, to impose the kind of sanctions it could 

impose on Russia. 

And so, it is clear that we are looking at the contours of 
a new world order taking form, one whose emergence 
will undoubtedly come at a high cost.&) 
The writer is a member of staff: 
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\) ISLAMOPHOBI 


A Landmark Achievement for Pakistan and the 


On March 15, the United 
Nations General Assembly 
adopted by consensus a 
resolution declaring March 
15 as International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia. 
Introduced by Pakistan on 
behalf of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), the resolution asks 
all countries, UN bodies, 
international and regional 
organizations, civil society, 
Private sector and faith- 
based organizations “to 
organize and support 
various high-visibility 
Events aimed at effectively 
increasing awareness of all 
levels about curbing 
Islamophobia,” and to 
observe the new 
International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia. All 
57 OIC members and eight 
other countries, most 
Notably China and Russia, 


Muslim Ummah 


Dr M. Usmani 


arch 15 will henceforth be the International Day to Combat Islamophobia after 
the UN General Assembly adopted a consensus resolution, on March 15, 2022, 
introduced by Pakistan on behalf of the OIC. The landmark resolution, adopted 
by the 193-member world body and co-sponsored by 55 mainly Muslim 
countries, emphasises the right to freedom of religion and belief and recalls a 
1981 resolution calling for “the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of 
discrimination based on religion or belief”. It also calls for expanded 
international efforts to create a global dialogue that will encourage tolerance and peace 
centred on respect for human rights and the diversity of religions and beliefs. 
Condemning the attacks on Muslims, their places of worship and other religious sites, the 
text also expresses deep concern at “the overall rise in instances of discrimination, 
intolerance and violence, regardless of the actors, directed against members of many 
religions and other communities in various parts of the world, including cases motivated 
by Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, Christianophobia and prejudices against persons of 
other religions or beliefs.” It maintains terrorism "cannot and should not be associated 
with any religion, nationality, civilisation or ethnic group," and calls for "strengthened 
international efforts to foster a global dialogue on the promotion of a culture of tolerance 
and peace at all levels." 
Formally introducing the resolution, Pakistan's UN envoy Munir Akram said anti-Muslim 
hatred has become a "reality" that is "proliferating in several parts of the world." He added 
that Islamophobia has emerged as a new form of racism that includes, among others, 
discriminatory travel bans, hate speech and the targeting of girls and women for their 


dress. 
"Such acts of discrimination, hostility and violence towards Muslims — individuals and 


communities — constitute grave violations of their human rights, and violate their 
freedom of religion and belief," Amb. Akram said. 

The ambassador referred to a report of UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief, which, he said, stated that since 9/11 attacks, "institutional suspicion and fear of 
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n such climates of exclusion, fear and distrust, “Muslims often feel stigma, negative 
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stereotyping and shame 
and a sense that they are 
suspect communities that 
are being forced to bear 
collective responsibility for the 
actions of a small minority," he ' 


Karnataka’s high court gives legal cover to Islamphobla 
“Exactly the same day when the United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution to declare March 15 
as International Day to Combat Islamophobia, a high court in India's Karnataka state gave, weeks after the 
edict-stoked violent protests and renewed fears of discrimination against the country's Muslim minority, 
legal cover to Islamophobia when it ruled that the hijab is not “essential” to Islam. 
The court ruled that the wearing of hijab “does not form a part of essential religious practice in Islamic 


said. faith”. The judgement said schools had reasonable grounds to impose dress codes that forbade the 


Background 

Pakistan has steered this initiative 
under the leadership and guidance of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, the first 
Muslim leader to raise the issue of 
Islamophobia at the UN in his maiden 
address to the UN General Assembly on 
27 September 2019. The Prime Minister has 
since been regularly advocating the need to 
effectively combat the scourge of 
Islamophobia at various regional and 
international forums. 

The 47th session of the OIC Council of Foreign 
Ministers, held in Niamey, Niger, in November 
2020, unanimously adopted a resolution initiated 
by Pakistan for the designation of March 15 as the 
International Day to Combat Islamophobia. 
Following up, the first task was to convince the Islamic 
countries to move a resolution in the UN General 
Assembly as some of them were of the view that Western 
countries will not support it. Having mobilized their 
support, the OIC group was formed and it began extensive 
consultations with the Western countries on the text of 
the draft resolution for the UN General Assembly. 

Over the past year, Pakistan, together with other Islamic 
countries, pursued an extensive diplomatic process with 
the UN Member States. Through constructive engagement, 
Pakistan and its OIC partners were able to secure 
unanimous adoption by the UN General Assembly. 

The adoption of this resolution came at a time when hate 
speech, discrimination and violence against Muslims are 
proliferating in several parts of the world including in 
India. It is on vivid display in the Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). Islamophobia today is 
manifested in negative profiling by security agencies, 
stigmatization, deliberate vandalizing of Islamic symbols 
and holy sites, killings by cow vigilantes, discriminatory 
laws and policies, ban on the hijab, attacks on mosques, 
pronouncements by far-right parties that call for 
expulsion, and even “genocide” of Muslims, anti-Muslim 
migrant bias, and attacks on the dignity of Muslim women. 
So, the resolution is indeed an achievement of PM Imran 
Khan who has rightly described it as “recognition of the 
grave challenge confronting the world” — the challenges 
of Islamophobia, respect: for religious symbols and 
practices and of curtailing systematic hate speech and 
discrimination against Muslims. 

Who Opposed it? 

The resolution was sponsored by 57 members of the OIC, 
and eight other countries, including China and Russia. 
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head-dress in the interests of preventing divisions on religion and other grounds. 
Whatis sad in this decision is the fact that the Indian judiciary, which should have acted as a bulwark 
against dehumanisation, stigmatisation and discrimination against minorities, has completely failed 
to uphold the principles of justice and equality. This decision marks a fresh low in the relentless 
anti-Muslim campaign where even the pretext of secularism is being weaponised to target 


The decision seems heavily influenced by the desire of the state to ‘otherise’ the Muslim 
community. It is deeply concerning that the malicious trend of characterising Muslims as 
others or 20 percent by prominent BJP leaders, which is continuing with appalling impunity, 
’ isnowalso being translated into decisions by the judiciary. 
Sadly, the Indian government wants to dictate what Muslim women can or cannot wear. 
However, India's hijab controversy cannot be seen in isolation. It is part and parcel of the 
anti-Muslim rhetoric that the chauvinist BJP government has been pushing ever since 
Narendra Modi took power. Discriminatory citizenship laws, lynching of Muslims on 
suspicions of consuming or transporting beef, and bans on communal prayers 
are all part of this sinister anti-Muslim action that the BUP has been 
pushing. It is exactly this type of hatred that the day Sev 
against Islamophobia seeks to highlight. eral 


member states 

hailed the document, but 

the representatives of India, 

France, and the European Union expressed 
reservations, saying that while religious 


intolerance was prevalent all over the world, the 
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International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia 


“ islamophobia is another 
pernicious phenomenon that 
we all need to collectively 
combat. 

In the aftermath of 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, terrorism has been 
associated with Islam by some 
quarters. This has increased the 
tendency of right-wing, 
xenophobic and violent 
nationalists, extremists and 
terrorist groups to target 
Muslims.” 


PRIME MINISTER 
IMRAN KHAN 


15th March 2022 


resolution singled out only Islam and excluded others. 
Addressing the General Assembly, India’s permanent 
representative TS Tirumurti called on the UN to condemn 
“religiophobias” rather than singling out Islamophobia, 
citing discrimination against Hindus, Sikhs and 
Buddhists. 

“Itis in this context that we are concerned about elevating 
the phobia against one religion to the level of an 
international day, to the exclusion of all the others,” he 
said. 

Describing the resolution as “unsatisfying” and 
problematic, Nicolas de Riviere, the French permanent 
representative to the UN, told the General Assembly that 
France supported the protection of all religions and 
beliefs but questioned the singling out of a specific 
religion. 

“The term Islamophobia has no agreed-upon definition in 
international law, unlike the freedom of religion or 
conviction. But it's this liberty that France defends, as well 
as all the other public freedoms, such as the freedom of 
expression or conviction,” said de Riviere. 

In a statement to the General Assembly, the EU said it was 
concerned by the proliferation of international days. It 
said a focus .on Islamophobia was an “unnecessary 
duplication” after the UN in 2019 adopted 22 August as an 
“International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of 
Violence Based on Religion or Belief”. “We are concerned 
with the approach of addressing only one religion through 
a General Assembly initiative,” the EU statement said. 

PM Khan's Response 

Following the adoption of the “landmark” resolution by 
the United Nations General Assembly, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said our voice against the rising tide of 
Islamophobia has been heard. “The UN has finally 
recognised the grave challenge confronting the world: of 


Islamophobia, Tespect fox religious oa & practices & 
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of curtailing systematic hate speech & discrimination 
against Muslims,” the prime minister remarked on 
Twitter. He added that we have always raised our voice on 
this issue and termed it as a threat to world peace. There is 
a religious and emotional attachment. When the West 
targets them because of Islamophobia, the feelings of the 
Muslims are hurt, which leads to violent incidents. 
Objectives 

Amb. Munir Akram also outlined the objectives that he 
said the draft resolution served to achieve. The objectives 
are as follows: 

-e Raise international awareness about the growing 
phenomenon of Islamophobia and anti-Muslim 
hatred 

e send a clear message that the world opposes all 
forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia, negative stereotyping and 
stigmatisation; 

e to promote the message of tolerance, peaceful 
co-existence and interfaith and cultural harmony 
among all religions, races and nations; and 

e to demonstrate by commemorating this day 
unfettered solidarity with all humanity, convey a 
strong message of respect for human dignity, 
and reiterate common commitment to unity in 
diversity. 

Significance of the resolution 

For years, Muslims have been urging the world community 
to have a conversation about Islamophobia, a 
conversation that needs to be heard not just in the 
corridors of power but by all those who have fallen for 
demagoguery against Muslims and allowed their 
irrational fear to cloud their judgement. The likes of 
Trump, Marie le Pen in France, Viktor Orban in Hungary 
and Nigel Farage in Britain were only a symptom of a 
deeper disease. Islamophobia is rampant in the West and 
has been long before even 9/11. From the Hollywood 
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"A word created 
by fascists and 
used by cowards, 
to manipulate 
morons.” 


Christopher acne 


portrayal of Muslims only as terrorists to the never- 
ending Western aggression in the Middle East, to the way 
Muslim refugees have been treated by the West, there has 
been an obvious anti-Muslim bias around the world - 
exacerbated by the rise of right-wing governments. This is 
why the UN's decision to accept a resolution to observe 
March 15 each year as the International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia carries so much significance for Muslims 
around the world. 

And it is not just the West that has given in to 
Islamophobia. The Modi-led government in India, with its 
Hindutva agenda, has been consistently pursuing anti- 
Muslim policies since it came to power. Just recently back, 
we saw how a Karnataka court upheld the state 
government's ban on girls and young women wearing 
headscarves in school classrooms. There is now also the 
danger that other states will follow Karnataka and go in 
for similar measures, which serve little purpose other 
than discriminating against Muslim women on the basis of 
their religion. From the French ban on the headscarf to 
other European countries’ expressing the desire to dictate 
what Muslim women wear - under the cover of secularism 
- to now India using the hijab to go after its Muslim 
population, there is little doubt that Islamophobia affects 
avast majority of Muslims. 

The problematic idea of saving Muslim women from 
Muslim men has been debated at length by feminist 
activists and intellectuals from the Muslim world, and is 
seen as a larger question of looking at the Muslim women 
through an orientalist lens. In India, the problem becomes 
even worse because of the widespread campaign of hatred 
against Muslims and the dimension that it is taking in a 
society where a large number of Muslims have lived for 
centuries. Pakistan has welcomed the UN Day to Combat 
Islamophobia, especially since the resolution was 
introduced by Pakistan. For far too long has the 
international community stood by in shameful silence as 
Islamophobia has increased in many countries. A UN 
designated Day can help raise attention to and tackle the 
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Today as our voice against the rising tide of 
Islamophobia has been heard & the UN has 
adopted a landmark resolution introduced by 
Pakistan, on behalf of OIC, designating 15 March as 
International Day to Combat Islamophobia. 


IMRAN KHAN 


PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN 


normalises mass violence against them. 

Way forward 

There is no doubt that there is a negative attitude towards 
Islam in many parts of Europe and other Western 
countries. Although there are numerous mosques and 
hundreds of thousands of Muslims in these countries, 
they have never expressed any myopic of prejudiced 
views against Christianity or Judaism. They have blended 
into those societies. But, on the other hand, there are 
extremist elements in which there is an arbitrary hatred of 
Islam and it is in no way acceptable to Muslims. Such 
people have been protected in the name of freedom of 
expression. In France, Sweden and Denmark, such 
incidents have happened again and again, against which 
Muslims all over the world have protested and expressed 
strong reservations. But, unfortunately, the governments 
of these countries have patronized such heinous acts and 
defended them in the name of protecting the fundamental 
right to freedom of expression. So, in the face of growing 
discrimination, violence and intolerance against Muslims 
around the world, the UN resolution is a huge step 
towards promoting a culture of tolerance and peace 
globally as it indicates that the problems facing Muslims 
are being felt globally as well. 

In a world riven by hatred, efforts are needed to promote 

tolerance and pluralism. This includes allowing followers 

of all faiths to practice their beliefs freely, while Muslim 

states also have aresponsibility to protect their minorities 

from extremists. Unfortunately, populists and rabble- 

rousers always exploit the schisms in society. To counter 

their designs, states and conscientious citizens must 

resist this rising tide of hate by actively working towards a 

more tolerant world. 


The writer is a senior analyst and columnist. 
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he effects of war in Ukraine are already being 

felt across the world, from rocking world 

energy markets to spurring a growing refugee 
crisis in Europe. But the conflict could have 

more ripple effects, including sparking a 

global food crisis. 

Even before Russia launched a large-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, the year 2022 was on track to be one 
of sky-high food prices, food shortages and deep hunger 
in many parts of the world. Now, there is a massive 
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, and the war's impacts are 
reverberating around the globe. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization's (FAO) latest food price index, 
which records the price movements of the most 
commonly traded and consumed food crops, has 
revealed that food prices have hit anew record high as the 
index averaged 159.3 points in March, up from the then- 
record 140.7 points in February. The March index is the 
highest it has been since the tool was created in the early 
1990s. Prices are also 12.6% higher than they were in 
February, the second-highest month-to-month increase 
in history, according to FAO economist Josef 
Schmidhuber. 


The war in Ukraine delivered a huge 
shock to global energy markets. Now 
the planet is facing a deeper crisis: 
a shortage of food, as 
simultaneous disruptions to 
harvests and global 
fertilizer production are 
driving up food prices 
and sending economic 
shockwaves 
throughout the world. 
The worst surge in 
global food prices 
Since the Great 
Recession now looms 
large over the world 
as the United Nations 
warned, in March, thata 
Prolonged conflict in 
Ukraine could lead to 

Blobal food prices rising by 

@s much as 20%, which could 
trigger a global food epidemic of 
historic proportions. In some parts 
of the world, thisis already happening! 
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This has happened because a crucial portion of the 
world's wheat, corn and barley is trapped in Russia and 
Ukraine because of the war, while an even larger portion 
of the world's fertilizers is stuck in Russia and Belarus. 
Resultantly, global food and fertilizer prices are soaring. 
Although food prices were already rising fast amid 
supply chain disruptions and pandemic-related inflation, 
some prices —- especially that of wheat — have, however, 
shot through the roof because of the Ukraine crisis, 
upending calculations of the world's available food 
supply. 

The looming disaster is laying bare the consequences of a 
major war in the modern era of globalization. Prices for 
food, fertilizer, oil, gas and even metals like aluminum, 
nickel and palladium are all rising fast — and experts 
expect worse as the effects cascade. 

As alarm bells ring across the world because of the 
Ukraine crisis, we take a look at how deep the crisis is 
given its impact on the global food supplies. 

How graveis the crisis? 

Russia and Ukraine were major exporters of wheat, corn, 
barley, rye, sunflower seeds and more. They account for 
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nearly 30 percent of wheat, 17 percent of rors over 
half of sunflower seed oil exports across the world. With 
Ukraine under attack and Russia hit with strict sanctions, 
a huge supply of food is suddenly trapped. The conflict- 
induced bottlenecks at Black Sea ports — where cargo 
vessels have been struck by Russian rockets — and other 
complications of the war have slammed Ukrainian 
exports. The boycott of Russian ports by shipping 
companies and the knock-on effects of sanctions have 
also disrupted the flow of foods and feeds from Russia — 
creating problems that could grow as the Kremlin now 
threatens to impose export controls on some food 
commodities. 

A recently published report by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations estimates food 
and feed prices could surge to up to 22 percent above the 
already elevated levels due to the war. Now putting that in 
terms of real-life inflation, costs are approaching the 
global food crisis of 2007 and 2008, when droughts, the 
rise of biofuels and a barrage of trade protectionism 
merged into the worst food inflation since the Soviet grain 
crisis of the 1970s. 

The number of people on the edge of famine had jumped 
to 44 million from 27 million in 2019, the UN's World Food 
Programme recently said. The conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine, the countries that play crucial roles in the 
carefully calibrated system of global food production, just 
stands to make the situation worse. The World Food 
Program's costs have already increased by $71 million a 
month, enough to cut daily rations for 3.8 million people. 
Food protectionism 

The worst possible response to the food crisis would be 
for wealthy nations to halt or heavily restrict exports of 
key crops. It's tempting in tough times to hold on to all 
available supplies, but that exacerbates hunger in 
developing nations. This scenario played out during the 
Great Recession in 2008 when dozens of countries 
severely curbed exports of key crops, triggering food riots 
from Egypt to Haiti. Despite that various nations in a bid 
to ensure that their citizens are not left hungry or are 
forced to pay high costs for food are resorting to 
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protectionism. Hungary has banned export of grains, 
while Moldova, a small exporter, has suspended 
shipments of wheat, corn and sugar. Argentina is ensuring 
wheat supply to domestic millers and keep pasta prices 
under control. Indonesia has increased supply of palm oil 
by domestic producers to 30 percent from the earlier 20 
percent as cooking oil prices have soared. Bulgaria, a large 
exporter, is working out a system to buy food grains to 
meet the needs of its citizens. Egypt, too, has banned 
exports of key agricultural products, including flour, 
lentils and wheat. Russia itself has been taxing exports for 
some time now, while Ukraine has barred shipments of 
wheat, oats and key staples to ensure its citizens do not go 
without food while fighting the Russian invasion. The 
protectionism will ensure that food produced for the 
domestic market is not exported in view of surging global 
prices. 
Countries likely to be impacted the most 
Rich nations such as the United States, Australia and 
much of the European Union will see food prices jump 
even higher, straining lower-income households that 
already report they are struggling with inflation. But at 
least the bread and cereal aisles will still have products on 
the shelves. In many parts of the developing world, there 
will be a genuine risk of starvation and famine, because 
low-income countries do not have enough money to pay 
high food prices. Fifty countries depend on Russia and 
Ukraine for more than 30 percent of their wheat, and 
many are among the poorest nations in North Africa, Asia 

and the Middle East. 

Least developed countries 

mainly in Africa and Asia are 

. 6. likely to be affected the most. 

Countries in West Asia will also 
be affected. The main reason is 
that countries in Africa and 
West Asia had been depending 
on Russian and Ukraine 
supplies for wheat, corn and 
cooking oils. Both these nations 
are also logistically nearer, 
while the prices of their 
agricultural commodities are 
priced competitively. 


Data for 2020 


Germany Kazakhstan Poland 


0332-5339708 


PAKISTAN 


Rs./00 


AGHAZETALEEM 
CSS PMS BOOKS At Discounted price If YEARS 


SOLVED PAPERS 


2005 - 2022 


=; of if q 
R 10 5O MODEL PAPERS: MO 
S e orca Model Papers 


Department Wise Classification & Categorization Solved 


INTERNATIONAL 


Aghazetaleem.com 


Egypt, Iran, Turkey and Bangladesh depend on these two 
nations for 60 percent of their wheat supplies. Lebanon, 
Tunisia, Yemen, Libya and Pakistan are other nations 
depending on the erstwhile Soviet Union member nations 
for their food needs. Besides, Russia is a key supplier of 
fertilisers. Its war with Ukraine and the sanctions against 
it threaten to either make fertiliser costly for importing 
nations, thus raising farm input costs, or altogether stop 
them. 

Howto avert the crisis 

The potentially disastrous implications of the war in 
Ukraine for global food security are clear. The equally 
bleak implications of the latest Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change report for the resilience of the food 
system are even starker. Billions of people are on a 
trajectory towards hunger, poverty and instability, driven 
by conflict, Covid-19, climate change and rising food 
costs. The world does not need more dire warnings. The 
burning question is: what are we going to do? In addition 
to providing urgent humanitarian support to those in 
need, the international community can take the following 
concrete steps to alleviate the food crisis in the short-term 
and build a more sustainable and resilient global food 


Food security 
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system for the years ahead. 

1. Ensure open flow of trade 

We must work to maintain the open flows of trade on 
which every nation depends for their food supplies. Trade 
barriers and export restrictions are damaging to all sides, 
and particularly in times of crisis, as the world learned in 
early 2020 when nations reacted to the arrival of Covid-19 
by hoarding vital medical supplies, undermining global 
solidarity. 

2. Avoid protectionism 

The spectre of protectionism is once again on the rise, 
with states including Hungary, Serbia, Indonesia and 
Turkey already restricting exports, including of flour and 
Cooking oil. A strong show of unity from leading states 
Can mitigate these short-sighted tendencies. The G7's call 
On all nations to keep their food and agricultural markets 
Open sets the right direction and must be held firm; the 
G20 must follow suit. 

3. Increase production in other countries 

Even if Ukraine's farmers are able to sow this season's 
Crop in the coming weeks, which is uncertain, it is highly 
likely that the world will still face shortages. We need to 
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increase production appropriately in other regions of the 
world, sustainably and without delay. 

4. Ensure enhanced supply of fertilizers 

It is urgent that smallholder farmers, especially in Africa 
and Asia, can access the fertilizer and infrastructure they 
need, as well as financial support to withstand turmoil in 
the market. And across the world, including in China, 
broader increases in productivity and yields could be 
achieved by investing in soil health, agricultural 
innovation and restoring degraded land. All this should be 
done in ways which protect critical ecosystems, such as 
forests, wetlands and peatlands. 

5. Global cooperation 

Countries around the world should work together in good 
faith to share data and explore when, and in what 
circumstances, to release food from national stockpiles 
and granaries. National stockpiles have an often vital role 
to play in food and nutrition security; they can also be 
used judiciously at times such as these to reduce food 
prices and to alleviate humanitarian crisis. 

6. Create a sustainable food system 

The current crisis must catalyse an urgent transition to a 
stronger, more sustainable and equitable global food 


Many countries in Europe and 
Central Asia receive more than 50% 
of their fertilizer supplies from Russia and Ukraine 
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system for the long term. Such a system would 
dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
biodiversity loss; be much less reliant on fertilizers and 
pesticides, and render the existing ones much more 
effective and less environmentally damaging; be more 
circular and regenerative in approach; waste far less; and 
be structured around delivering the healthy diets that the 
world needs. This would include major reductions in meat 
consumption in affluent nations, and a redirection of food 


and agricultural subsidies to support the transition. 
Conclusion 


The conflict caught many off-guard; the food crisis need 
not. In a spirit of solidarity and collaboration, we can 
strive to ensure nutritious food for all, even in the face of 
the current crisis and without pricing out the poorest, by 
empowering the agricultural communities who feed us 
and by building a system better equipped to withstand 
future shocks. The perils of the hour require moral 
leadership and foresight of the highest order from heads 
of state, business leaders, and society at large. J) 


The writer is a senior analyst and columnist. 
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Global Security 
Initiative 


Acting to safeguard world peace 


Chinese President Xi Jinping has come up with a new 
global security proposal that upholds the principle of 
“indivisible security,” a concept also endorsed by 
Russia, calling out Cold War mentality, hegemonism 
and power politics as issues that would endanger 
world peace and exacerbate security challenges in the 21st 
century. In his video speech to the annual Boao Asia Forum on 
the southern Chinese island of Hainan, President Xi said, “We 
should uphold the principle of indivisibility of security, build a 
balanced, effective and sustainable security architecture, and 
oppose the building of national security on the basis of 
insecurity in other countries.” Xi also emphasized the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations, as well as 
their right to choose their own development paths and social 
systems. Citing an old saying from the "Guanzi" collection of 
ancient Chinese writings "Stability brings a country prosperity 
while instability leads a country to poverty," Xi said in his speech 
that security is the precondition for development. 

As enunciated by Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Le Yucheng, the 
Global Security Initiative (GSI) is aimed at creating an Asian 
security framework that replaces “confrontation, alliance and a 
zero-sum approach with dialogue, partnership and win-win results.” 
What does it say? 

The GSI stresses to stay committed to the vision of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and work 
together to maintain world peace and security. It rejects the Cold 
War mentality, opposes unilateralism and says no to group politics 


Sale On CSS PMS Books 


32 | All in One - Book XIV 


Aftab Abbasi 


On April 21, during a video speech to 
the annual Boao Asia Forum, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping proposed a 
“global security initiative,” one that 
rejects Cold War mentality and instead 
calls for a "common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable” security. 
The gist of the initiative is to take the 
new vision on security as the guiding 
principle, mutual respect as the 
fundamental requirement, indivisible 
security as the important principle, and 
building a security community as the 
long-term goal, in order to foster a new 
type of security that replaces 
confrontation, alliance and a zero-sum 
approach with dialogue, partnership 
and win-win results. This major 
Initiative carries forward the spirit of 
the UN Charter, offers a fundamental 
solution to eliminating “the peace 
deficit” and contributes Chinese 
perspectives to meeting international 
security challenges. 
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and bloc confrontation. It also opposes the pursuit of one's 
own security at the cost of others’ security or the wanton use 
of unilateral sanctions and long-arm jurisdiction, rejects 
double standards, and stays committed to peacefully 
resolving differences and disputes between countries 
through dialogue and consultations, and supports efforts 
conducive to the peaceful settlement of crises. 

The GSI's core concept is that of a shared, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security. The proposal also 
adheres to respecting the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all countries, upholds the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter, and is aimed at resolving 
disputes through peaceful means. 

It also takes into account the security concerns of all 
countries as a country's security cannot be guaranteed at the 
expense of another country's security, nor can regional 
security be guaranteed by expanding military blocs. The 
security interests of all countries are equal and 
interdependent, and should not be ignored and 
systematically violated over time. 

Priorities 

In his keynote speech at “Seeking Peace and Promoting 
Development: An Online Dialogue of Global Think Tanks of 
20 Countries,” on May 06, China's Vice Foreign Minister Le 
Yucheng, highlighted the following five priorities of the GSI: 
1. It is important to stay committed to international law and 
universally recognized norms of international relations, and 
reject the attempt to replace international rules with “house 
rules”, [In April], three Chinese astronauts safely returned to 
Earth after completing their space mission. The Earth they 
saw from space looks just like a small globe. In this global 
village, we are all neighbours who share weal and woe. As we 
live side by side day and night, naturally we need to respect 
each other, treat one another as equals and abide by common 
Tules, Major countries, in particular, must lead by the power 
of their example, not by the example of 
their power or claim “exception 
alism”. They should not practice 
double standards or see 
themselves as superior to 

Others. They should not ask 

Others to respect sovereignty 

While they themselves 

meddle in the internal affairs 

of others. They should not 

criticize others for violating 

international law while they 

themselves apply 

international rules 

Selectively or create another - 
Set of the so-called “rules- 

based order” in an attempt 

to place their own “house 

Tules” above international 

law, Such acts only give 

‘nternational law and rules a 

bad name and undermine 

them. 
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2. It is important to stay committed to the principle of 
indivisible security, and reject the attempt to pursue one's 
own security at the expense of others. Quite a few Western 
strategists sounded the alarm on Ukraine a long time ago. 
They argued that pushing a nuclear power into a corner is 
like taking a stick and poking a bear in the eye, and that bear 
is probably not going to simply put up with it. Obviously, no 
country should build its security at the cost of others or 
choose a path that only serves itself but makes things 
difficult for others. We the humanity have long been a 
community of indivisible security. As such, we must uphold 
the vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative and 
sustainable security, reject zero-sum games, competition 
and confrontation, take seriously the security of others, and 
safeguard the common security of all. Only by doing so can 
one achieve one’s own security. 
3. It is important to stay committed to global solidarity and 
cooperation, and reject the attempt to revive bloc politics 
and ideological confrontation. We the Chinese believe that 
“a family prospers only when it enjoys harmony”. Strength 
comes from unity. The world today is experiencing great 
change and turmoil and confronting many risks and 
challenges. What is needed the most is for countries around 
the world to pull together with common purpose and 
efforts. The challenges cannot be tackled by any country or 
exclusive group going it alone. Any wishful attempt to 
preserve hegemony, gang up, form exclusive circles, pin 
undesirable labels on others, spread the ridiculous 
“democracy versus autocracy” narrative, or stoke major- 
country rivalry and divide the world on ideological grounds 
would land humanity in bigger trouble, rather than helping 
to address the common challenges facing humanity. There 
has been no shortage of such lessons in recent years. Under 
the current circumstances, the international community 
should choose dialogue over confrontation, solidarity over 
division, and justice over hegemony. We should join hands 
to uphold international peace and security together. 
4. It is important to stay committed to opposing unilateral 
sanctions, and reject the attempt to turn a regional 
crisis into a global one. History has shown time and 
again that unilateral sanctions have never been 
an effective solution to any problem. They are 
just a tool of hegemony and power politics, 
always adding fuel to the fire and magnifying 
and complicating the existing problems. In 
recent months, the US and other Western 
countries have imposed sweeping sanctions on 
Russia, crippling an already 
languishing world economy and 
unleashing unbearable pain on 
developing countries. It is the 
people of the world that are 
being hurt by the sanctions. 
The IMF and some other 
international institutions 
estimate that this year, 
global economic growth will 
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To promote security for all in the world, China 
would like to propose a Global Security Initiative: 


— Stay committed to the vision of 
common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security, 
and work together to maintain world 
peace and security 

confrontation 


— Stay committed to respecting the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of all countries, uphold 
non-interference in internal affairs, 
and respect the independent choices 
of development paths and social 
systems made by people in different 
countries 


slow to 3.6 percent and global trade growth will be slashed 
Nearly by half; three-fifths of the low-income countries will be 
thrown into a debt crisis and 1.7 billion people worldwide will 
be impoverished. The majority of countries are not 
supportive of the sanctions on Russia. Using the world 
economy, the development of countries and the wellbeing of 
their peoples as a weapon or a tool and creating and even 
aggravating multiple crises in order to tackle an existing crisis 
will shake the foundation of the international economic 
system and cause turmoil around the world. 
5. It is important to stay committed to security and stability in 
the Asia-Pacific, and reject the attempt to allow turmoil or war 
to arise in this region. The Asia-Pacific is a promising land of 
peace, stability, cooperation and development. This desirable 
situation has not fallen into our lap automatically or come as 
charity from anybody. Rather, it is the result of the joint 
efforts of countries in the region. The Ukraine crisis reminds 
us that we must cherish and preserve peace and hold our 
destiny in our own hands. Recently, some people have called 
for building “a global Nato”, and Nato is interfering frequently 
in Asia-Pacific affairs. This is cause for concern to the regional 
countries. We cannot allow bloc-based confrontation to 
-Tepeat itself in the Asia-Pacific; we cannot allow certain 
countries to succeed in their self-serving attempt to drag the 
Asia-Pacific into conflict; we cannot allow small and medium- 
sized countries in our region to become the tool or victim of 
hegemony. Countries both in and outside the region should 
add splendor rather than trouble to the Asia-Pacific, work to 
operationalize the new vision on security and the GSI, and 
find a path to Asia-Pacific security featuring joint 
contribution, shared benefit and win-win outcome. 
Criticism 
The idea of a world-encompassing security mechanism 
sounds like what China's ancient emperors might have 
proposed. Diplomats are under pressure from their home 
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— Stay committed to abiding by the 
purposes and principles of the 
UN Charter, reject the Cold War 
mentality, oppose unilateralism, and 
Say no to group politics and bloc 


— Stay committed to peacefully 
resolving differences and disputes 
between countries through dialogue 
and consultation, support all efforts 
conducive to the peaceful settlement 
of crises, reject double standards, and 
oppose the wanton use of unilateral 
sanctions and long-arm jurisdiction 


— Stay committed to taking the 
legitimate security concerns of all 
countries seriously, uphold the 
principle of indivisible security, build a 
balanced, effective and sustainable 
security architecture, and oppose the 
pursuit of one’s own security at the 
cost of others’ security y 


— Stay committed to maintaining 
security in both traditional and 
non-traditional domains, and work 
together on regional disputes and 
global challenges such as terrorism, 

_ climate change, cybersecurity and 
biosecurity = : 


countries to dissect the meaning but are having a hard time: 
Xi's speech contained abstract Chinese words and idioms. 
Critics assert that the move by President Xi has come at a 
time when Beijing is getting increasingly concerned that 
Nato might expand its influence in the Asia-Pacific region, 
while China's ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ continues to face 
numerous geopolitical challenges. They believe that while 
China continues to remain pretty much closed to the world 
due to rising Covid cases, President Xi is busy shaping yet 
another narrative on the security front for how his country 
plans to forge partnerships through dialogue, after it was 
subjected to scathing criticism on a global scale for aligning 
with Russia on the latter's invasion of Ukraine. 

Under the GSI, they argue, Beijing will take steps to bring 
nations in South Asia under an overarching Asian security 
architecture of its own as the US increases its influence in 
this region with the Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) 
and AUKUS (a trilateral security pact between Australia, the 
UK and the US) under the Indo-Pacific Strategic Framework. 
The proposal is also intended for a domestic audience as Xi 
feels the need to burnish his reputation at home ahead of the 
Chinese Communist Party's national congress in the fall, 
when Xi will make a play for a third term as China's top leader. 
Conclusion 

At present, the changes in the world, the times, and history 
are unfolding in an unprecedented way. At a time when 
unprecedented global changes are combined with a once-in- 
a-century pandemic, the world is at the crossroads of unity 
or division, cooperation or confrontation, upholding justice 
or hegemony. Xi's emphasis on "true multilateralism" is of 
great significance for lighting the way forward fot 
international society to move on and promote peaceful 


development.) 
The writer is a member of staff: 
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Dobbs V. Jackson 


Legal reasoning and lawmaking 


Kamran Adil 
irst, irrespective of the legalese and the 
constitutional machinations, the claim of 
democracy that it is an open system that 
offers an opportunity to people to make laws 
for themselves has been called in question. 
One set of judges decided in favour and the 
other against the proposition using the same 
text of the Constitution. This also brings to fore the old 
debate of limits of reason and legal authority. 

Second, the West pompously exported its values all over 
the world, claiming these values to be universal truths. 
The extant debate in reversing of the cherished values of 
the West has exposed the hollowness of the claim as now 
ithas to renege onits stance. 

Third, it has revived the significance of divine law as 
compared to manmade law. This is particularly true from 
the viewpoint of Islamic law that has offered some 


Sale On CSS PMS Books 


~ 


It is true that change of opinion of the US Supreme Court from 
allowing abortion in Roe v. Wade in 1973 to prohibiting itin Dobbs 
v. Jackson in 2022 does not relate to Pakistan and to the other 
countries of the world, but does this mean that it has nothing to 
offer for people and policymakers of other countries? The fact of 
the matter is that it does offer a lot of food for thought for all, 
especially the political scientists, policymakers, lawmakers and 
judges. The debate in these two judgements is not about 
abortion: it's about the way lawmaking takes place and how it 
gets revised over a period of time. Framing it around abortion only 
is limiting its scope and the real debate of decision-making and 
lawmaking in the society is usually blurred and put on 
backburner. In this context, some thoughts are recorded: 
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Even before Russia invaded Ukraine, the global 
economy was suffering from the repercus- 
sions of several man-made conflicts, climate 
shocks, Covid-19 and rising costs — with 
devastating consequences for poor people in 
low-income and developing countries. However, Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine — a major “breadbasket" for the 
world — and its effects on food, fertilizer and fuel prices 


globally has created a threat to food security of many 


countries. Low-income countries especially fear a limited 
access to financing, commodities and technical assistance 
due to which they will be unable to feed their populations 
and help them build resilience to longer-term shocks. So, 
in order to mobilise action to address global food 
insecurity, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken recently 
hosted the ministerial-level meeting “Global Food 
Security—Call to Action” at the UN headquarters in New 
York, brinzing together a broad, regionally diverse group 


“wf 


Shafqat Javeg 


additional $215 million in emergency food assistance 
from the United States. “Governments and internationa] 
organizations can also come together to compel the 
Russian Federation to create corridors so that food and 
other vital supplies can safely leave Ukraine by land or by 
sea,” Blinken said. “There are an estimated 22 million tons 
of grain sitting in silos in Ukraine right now, food that 
could immediately go toward helping those in need if it 
can simply get out of the country,” he added. 

UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, alerted the 
participants that global hunger levels are at a new high 
and within a span of just two years, the number of 
severely food-insecure people has doubled, from 135 
million pre-pandemic to 276 million today. He said most 
low-income countries have no fiscal space to prevent the 
worst of food insecurity on their own after dealing witha 
series of ongoing crises. Russia's invasion of Ukraine had 
amplified emergencies like climate change, Covid-19 and 
inequality. “It threatens to tip tens of millions of people 


of around 36 countries, including those most affected by 
food insecurity and those in a position to take action to 
strengthen global food resilience and security. During the 
meeting, the participants urged the UN member states to 
keep their food and agricultural markets open and to 
avoid unjustified restrictive measures, such as export 
bans on food or fertilizer. They asked governments and 
international institutions to take action to avert the 
greatest global food security crisis. 

In his address to the august gathering, Secretary Blinken 
outlined a series of international actions that, he said, 
must be taken to help countries cope with the situation. 
“Those with financial resources need to step up and do it 
fast,” as humanitarian organizations struggle to meet 
current food security needs, he said. He announced an 
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Recently, the Global Food Security Ministerial Meeting was held at } 
t United Nations Headquarters in New York. The high-level meeting, ' 
‘ which was chaired by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, was ; 
‘ convened to address the accelerating rises in food prices and the } ' 
‘ shortages of fertilizer, both of which threaten to destabilize fragile ; 
‘ societies, deepen extreme poverty, increase hunger, expand already ' 
‘ record-high humanitarian needs, increase migration, and cause } ; 
‘ further economic dislocation. It was attended by foreign ministers } : 
‘ from around 36 countries where Pakistan was represented by 
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari who used this occasion to 
make an impassioned appeal for immediate implementation of an ' 
emergency plan of action Py the international ahd? are 
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over the edge into food insecurity, followed by malnutri- 
tion, mass hunger and famine, in a crisis that could last for 
years,” Guterres said. 

Pakistan's young foreign minister, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, 
said that despite limited resources, Pakistan had never 
shirked its responsibility in times of a humanitarian crisis 
and the country has the potential to meet not only its own 
food security needs but also that of the region and the 
world. He said that Pakistan was suffering from the 
vestiges of colonialism, turbulent history, constant quest 
to improve democracy, and has been caught in the cross- 
hairs of global geopolitics. Therefore, it had been unable 
to unlock its agricultural and economic potential. 
"Pakistan faced existential threats of climate change, 
Covid-19 pandemic and poverty, which resulted in food, 
water and energy insecurity," added Bilawal. In his 
statement, the foreign minister lauded the initiative to 
unite and mobilise the international community to 


respond to the urgent food security and nutrition 


challenges being faced by the world, which 
had been further aggravated by the 
recent geopolitical developments. 
Bilawal added that hunger has no 
nationality, poverty does not care for 
skin colour, infections do not 
recognize borders, and the threat of 

climate catastrophe does not recognize ethnicity, and 
underscored that wars aggravated the challenges of 
poverty and hunger, and created a humanitarian crisis in 
their wake. 

The United Nations and its relevant agencies WFP, FAO, 
IFAD, UNDP, he said, should be entrusted with 
coordinating and executing such an emergency food 
Security plan and fund. 

“The countries in a position to do so must ramp up 
Production of wheat and other grains and fertilizer. 
Support must be provided to enable food producers, 
€specially small holders in developing countries, to 
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contribute to increases in local and national food 
production through adequate access to seeds, fertilizer 
and finance,” he suggested. 

Status of Food Security 

As per the Global Report on Food Crises, an annual report 
launched by the Global Network Against Food Crises 
(GNAFC) — an international alliance of the United Nations, 
the European Union, governmental and non- 
governmental agencies working to tackle food crises 
together — the number of people facing acute food 
insecurity and requiring urgent life-saving food 
assistance and livelihood support continues to grow at an 
alarming rate. 

The report reveals that around 193 million people in 53 
countries or territories experienced acute food insecurity 
at crisis or worse levels (IPC/CH Phase 3-5) in 2021. This 
represents an increase of nearly 40 million people 
compared with the already record numbers of 2020. Of 
these, over half a million people (570,000) in Ethiopia, 
southern Madagascar, South Sudan and Yemen were 
classified in the most severe phase of acute food 
insecurity Catastrophe (IPC/CH Phase 5) and required 
urgent action to avert widespread collapse of livelihoods, 
starvation and death. 

When looking at the same 39 countries or territories 
featured in all editions of the report, the number of 
people facing crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) 
nearly doubled between 2016 and 2021, with unabated 
rises each year since 2018. 


These worrying trends are the result of multiple drivers 
feeding into one another, ranging from conflict to 
environmental and climate crises, from economic to 
health crises with poverty and inequality as undelaying 
causes. 

Conflict remains the main driver of food insecurity. While 
the analysis predates Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the 
report finds that the war has already exposed the 
interconnected nature and fragility of global food 
systems, with serious consequences for global food and 
nutrition security. Countries already coping with high 
levels of acute hunger are particularly vulnerable to the 
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risks created by the war in Eastern Europe, notably due to 
their high dependency on imports of food and agricul- 
tural inputs and vulnerability to global food price shocks, 
it notes. 

Key Drivers of Insecurity 

The key drivers behind rising acute food insecurity in 
2021 were: 

e conflict (main driver, pushing 139 million 
people in 24 countries/territories into acute 
food insecurity, up from around 99 million in 23 
countries/territories in in 2020); 

e weather extremes (over 23 million people in 
eight countries/territories, up from 15.7 million 
in 15 countries/territories); 

e economic shocks - (over 30 million people in 21 
countries/territories, down from over 40 million 
people in 17 countries/territories in 2020 
mainly due to the fallout from the Covid-19 
pandemic). 

Crisis Deepens 

The latest food insecurity crisis spreading around the 
world is not happening in a vacuum. Amid the Covid 
pandemic, supply chain issues and soaring inflation, 
global food prices have been on the rise since mid-2020 
and are now at an all-time high. In 36 countries, food 
inflation is at 15% or higher, causing major problems for 
poor families who spend upwards of 50% of their income 
on food. Sixty percent of low-income countries are at a 
high risk of, or are already in, debt distress, up from 30% 
in 2015. Fuel prices are at a seven-year high. 

Global food markets are extremely concentrated, both in 
terms of supplies and reserves. Seven countries make up 
86% of wheat exports, while three countries hold 68% of 
the world's wheat reserves. The figures are similar when 
it comes to coarse grains, corn, rice and soybean. Russia 
and Ukraine supplied about 30% of the world's wheat and 
barley before the war. Thirty-six countries, including 
some of the world's most vulnerable and impoverished, 
relied on them for more than half of their wheat imports. 
Such concentrated and thin markets mean that when 
crises, like the war in Ukraine happen, the global supply 
of food can be derailed quickly, leading to high costs. For 
example, insurance premiums are skyrocketing for 
vessels operating in the Black Sea, which only further 
raises prices for staple foods. Many countries are turning 
to alternative sources, but there are cost increases 
associated with these manoeuvres as well. Countries in 
Europe or the Middle East that relied on Russian or 
Ukrainian food imports now suddenly have to pivot to 
acquiring them from Canada or Australia, for example, 
which will be more expensive given the greater distance 
travelled. Shocks like the war in Ukraine put into stark 
relief that food insecurity challenges are not always 
related to availability issues. Rather, it's a question of 
accessibility and affordability. 

As the war drags on, already record levels of acute food 
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Fra? 6.42M people were in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 


The analysis covers the rural papiletinns ot nine districts in 
Balochistan, seven newly merged districts in Khyber Pakhtunkwa 
znd nine districts in Sindh, accounting for 9% of the country's total 
population of 215.3 million people. 


National population 
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MAP 3.53 
IPC acute food insecurity situation, 
October 2021March/April 2022 


Out of the 25 districts analysed in the three provinces, 22 were 
classified in Crisis (IPC Phase 3): eight out of nine analysed in 
Balochistan, all seven in Khyber Pakhtunkwa, and seven out of nine 
analysed in Sindh. 


Acute food insecurity trends 


In Balochistan, when comparing the same nine districts 

analysed in 2019 and 2021, the number of people in Crisis or worse 
(IPC Phase 3 or above) decreased from 1.4 million (50 percent of the 
analysed population) to 0.9 million (25 percent) in October 2021 
March 2022 (IPC, July 2019 and December 2021). 


In Sindh, 2.3 million people were in Crisis or worse (IPC Phase 3 
or above) in late 2021, an improvement since MarchJune 2021 

(3.1 million), The percentage of the analysed population in Crisis 
or worse (IPC Phase 3 or above) in the six districts dropped 

from 53 percent in JanuaryJuly 2019 to 23 percent in October 
2021March 2022, despite notable differences in areas/populations 
analysed (IPC, July 2019, April 2021 and December 2021). 


In Khyber Pakhtunkwa, the situation has worsened since 2020. 
When comparing the same seven districts, the number of people 
in Crisis or worse (IPC Phase 3 or above) increased from 1.1 million 
in November 2019May 2020 and JuneAugust 2020 to 1.5 million 
during the October 2021April 2022 lean season (IPC, May 2020 and 
December 2021). 
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The analyses released in July 2019 are not included due to smaller population coverage and 
lack of comparability; analyses covering Khyber Pakhtunkwa (conducted in January 2020 
and ay 2021) are not included as the periods covered differ from those of Sindh and 

| Balochistan. 


insecurity are expected to sharply rise. In the 81 countries 

where the UN World Food Programme (WFP) works, acute 

hunger is projected to increase by an additional 47 million 

people, from 276 million to 323 million — this is a 

staggering 17% jump, with the steepest rises in sub- 

Saharan Africa. 

The Way Forward 

The participating countries put forward a 7-point list 

whereby they called for the following actions: 

1. UN member states with available resources to make 
new, additive financial donations to key 
humanitarian organizations providing 
immediate life-saving humanitarian assistance, 
including cash, food and nutrition supplies, 
health and nutrition programming, water and 
sanitation, and humanitarian protection to 
populations at the most severe risk, while, at the 
same time, strengthening their resilience to 


multiple shocks wherever possible. 
2. UN member states with available resources, 


including those with large emergency food 
stockpiles, to provide in-kind donations and 
necessary associated costs to key humanitarian 
organizations for transportation and delivery of 
food commodities, based on assessed needs by 
governments of affected countries or 
humanitarian organizations. 

3. All UN member states to keep their food and 
agricultural markets open and to avoid 
unjustified restrictive measures, such as export 
bans on food or fertilizer, which increase market 
volatility and threaten food security and 
nutrition at a global scale, especially among 
those in vulnerable situations already 
experiencing increased poverty, hunger and 
malnutrition, and call on all members to ensure 
safe maritime transportation in the Black Sea. 

4. UN member states with available resources to 
temporarily increase fertilizer production in 


Sale On CSS PMS Books 


order to compensate shortages, support fertilizer 
innovations and promote methods to maximize 
fertilizer efficiency, invest in diversifying sustainable 
production of fertilizers, and increase the use of 
residues as fertilizers to create longer-term supply 
chain resilience for this key input. 

5. UN member states with available resources to increase 
efforts to support the sustainable transformation of 
agriculture and food systems to make them more 
resilient and available to smallholder farmers, and 
strengthen the infrastructure, logistical support and 
innovation needed to cultivate, store and distribute 
food. 

6. All UN member states to increase their investments in 
research to develop and implement science-based and 
climate-resilient .agricultural innovations,. including 
seeds, that contribute to building sustainable and 
resilient agricultural sectors and food systems. 

7. All UN member states and regional organizations to 
closely monitor markets affecting food systems, 
including futures markets, to ensure full 
transparency, and to share reliable and timely data 
and information on global food market developments, 
especially through the relevant international 
organizations. 


The writer is a member of staff. 


Russia-Ukraine 
War & Global Food Insecurity 


Ukraine and Russia are major producers of agricultural goods & 


due to war their supply is deeply affected. 
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Enumerating the causes behind the Peloponnesian 
War that was fought between Athens and Sparta and 
their respective allies for the hegemony of the Greek 
world, the ancient Greek historian Thucydides explains, 
“It was the rise ofAthens and the fear that this instilled in 
Sparta that made war inevitable.” This situation is often 
described as Thucydides trap, a term popularized by ~ 
American political scientist Graham T. Allison to ~ 
describe an apparent tendency towards war when an 
emerging power threatens to displace an existing great 
powerasa regional or international hegemon. From the 
recent spate of events, it seems that the existing 
superpower of the contemporary world, i.e. the United 
States, out of its fear of the rise of an emerging one, i.e. 
China, is taking such steps that are leading both the 
powers into this deadly trap. The recent visit of Nancy 
Pelosi, the most senior elected American official, to the 
island of Taiwan gives credence to this viewpoint. 
Multiple experts and analysts have warned that a 
dangerous crisis looms large and it might escalate into 
a full-blown military confrontation between the United 


States and China. 
i > 
} assertion seems to prove wrong. There was a 
consensus, just a few years ago, that if an 
established superpower builds strong trade and 
investment ties with a newly emerging one, the ideological 
differences would fade away. But, in the case of US-China 
conflict, this seems a flawed approach. It is true that 
despite their differences, both countries have been 
working together on some of the world's biggest 
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Although experts of international relations 
and political scientists believe that economic 
engagement is the best way to avoid a war, the 
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VISIT TO 


TAIWAN. 


problems, e.g. Beijing and Washington announced their 
cooperation on climate change at the COP26 climate 
summit, saying that they would join forces to curb 
methane emissions, the Covid-19 pandemic also 
demonstrated the importance of the two nations 
collaborating on health security. But, of late, the United 
States is making all-out efforts to enrage China and trap it 
into a war that would mar the prospects of its rise. 

The recent visit of Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of the US 
House of Representatives who stands second in line of 
succession for the US presidency, has further added fuel 
to this fire of antagonism and hostility, Although the visit 
was not without precedent as members of US Congress 
routinely travel to Taiwan, yet officials have generally 
avoided high-level visits - the last speaker to visit the 
Island was Newt Gingrich in 1997, Pelosi's visit lasted only 
24 hours but it will pose long-term challenges for the 
already tense relationship between Beijing and 
Washington, besides creating significant problems for 
Taipei, which looks set to suffer the worst of Beijing's ire. 
Taiwan must certainly recognize the reality that any effort 
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to seek independence from China is fantasy which, if 
acted on, would trigger forcible reunification through 
military means. Pelosi's visit was an exercise in moving the 
US away from its confusing policy of strategic ambiguity 
when it comes to the defense of Taiwan island, and as 
such a weakening of the fundamental precepts which 
sustain the One China policy, namely that Taiwan will 
never be independent. By hosting Pelosi, Taiwan sent a 
clear signal that it supported this revamping of US policy 
and, by extension, was seeking to move closer to 
independence. 

China's response makes it clear that “Taiwan's 
independence” will never be accepted. Given the military 
and economic pressure being brought on Taiwan because 
of Pelosi's visit, it is impossible to conclude anything other 
than that Pelosi's visit has been a big loss for Taiwan. 

The visit 

Even during her stay in Taipei, Nancy Pelosi made 
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statements that were aimed at infuriating China. She 
vociferously stated that her visit was intended to make it 
"unequivocally clear" that the United States would "not 
abandon" the democratically governed island. 

Pelosi, a vocal critic of China for decades, said in a 
statement after landing in Taiwan: “Sadly, Taiwan has 
been prevented from participating in global meetings, 
most recently the World Health Organization, because of 
objections by the Chinese Communist Party. While they 
may prevent Taiwan from sending its leaders to global 
forums, they cannot prevent world leaders or anyone 
from travelling to Taiwan to pay respect to its flourishing 
democracy, to highlight its many successes and to 
reaffirm our commitment to continued collaboration.” 
Enraging the Dragon - 

Even when it was unconfirmed if Pelosi would visit 
Taiwan, Chinese President Xi Jinping, as well as China's 
Foreign Ministry, had warned the US against sending a 
senior government official to the island that China 
considers its own province. Beijing was outrageous at this 
blatant breach of diplomatic norms as the United States 
still officially maintains its 'One China’ policy adopted by 
President Jimmy Carter who recognised the People's 
Republic of China in 1979 and agreed that his country 
would drop recognition of the "other" Chinese 
government in Taipei. While visiting Taiwan, Pelosi 
exploited various occasions to make outrageous slanders 
against China on issues including democracy, human 
rights, Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang and religion, which 
reflected her long-standing, anti-China position. 

Over the years, Pelosi has been using the anti-China card 
and China hate for political gains, and grossly interfered 
in China's internal affairs. In 1991, Pelosi disturbed public 
order by grandstanding in the name of supporting so- 
called "democracy" during her visit to China. In 2008, she 
went out of her way to stir up trouble on Tibet, and urged 
President George W. Bush to boycott the Beijing Summer 
Olympics. In 2019, she met in Washington DC with anti- 
China, destabilizing forces from Hong Kong, and 
described the violent demonstrations in Hong Kong as "a 
beautiful sight to behold". In 2019, she met with Rebiya 
Kadeer, a principal figure of "Xinjiang independence” 
separatists. In 2021, she played the same old trick by 
advocating a US "diplomatic boycott" of the Beijing Winter 
Olympics. On the Taiwan question, Pelosi's influence is 
surely behind all the so-called "Taiwan-friendly" bills 
passed by the US Congress in recent years. 

China's response 

Ms Pelosi's brief trip incensed Beijing, which views Taiwan 
as a breakaway province to be reunited with the mainland 
- by force, if necessary. 

In response to the trip, China announced what it called 
"necessary and just" military drills in seas around 10 miles 
(16km) from Taiwan. China deployed scores of planes and 
fired live missiles near Taiwan in its biggest drills in the 
Taiwan Strait, a day after Pelosi's trip to the self-ruled 
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island. More than 100 
warplanes and 10 warships 
took part in the live-fire 
exercises, with many 
apparently crossing the 
unofficial buffer zone 
between China and Taiwan. 
Four days of live-fire 
exercises were followed by 
anti-submarine attacks and 
sea raid rehearsals as part of 
China's furious response. 
The People's Liberation Army 
statement promised to keep 
conducting "regular combat 
readiness patrols" in the 
Taiwan Strait. 

China's Taiwan Affairs office 
refused to rule out the use of 
force to retake the island. 
What's next? 

Although the dire warnings 
against the speaker's visit to 
Taiwan were probably 
overwrought, the general 
sentiment behind them was 
not misplaced. In the 
immediate aftermath of 
Pelosi's trip, China, besides 


initiating a series of massive multi-day military exercises 
at multiple locations around Taiwan's periphery, 
cancelled or suspended some exchanges with the United 


Peeseseeeees es 


Aghazetleem som 


‘One China’ policy of the United States 
It is the diplomatic acknowledgement of China's position that there 
is only one Chinese government. Under the policy, countries have 
formal ties with China rather than the island of Taiwan, which China 
sees as a breakaway province to be reunified with the mainland one 
day. 
This policy is a key cornerstone of Sino-US relations. It is also a 
fundamental bedrock of Chinese policymaking and diplomacy. 
However, it is distinct from the One China principle, whereby China 
insists Taiwan is an inalienable part of one China to be reunified one 
day. 
The policy can be traced back to 1949 and the end of the Chinese 
civil war. The defeated Nationalists, also known as the Kuomintang, 
retreated to Taiwan and made it their seat of government while the 
victorious Communists began ruling the mainland as the People's 
Republic of China. Both sides said they represented all of China. 
After years of warming relations, the US established formal 
diplomatic ties with Beijing in 1979 under President Jimmy Carter. 
As aresult the US had to sever ties with Taiwan and closed its Taipei 
embassy. 
But that same year it also passed the Taiwan Relations Act, which 
guarantees support for the island. Crucially, this act states that the 
US must help Taiwan defend itself - which is why the US continues 
to sell arms to Taiwan. The US has also said it insists on the peaceful 
resolution of differences between the two sides and encourages 
both sides to pursue "constructive dialogue". 
It maintains an unofficial presence in Taipei via the American 
Institute in Taiwan, a private corporation through which it carries out 
diplomatic activities. 


Conclusion 
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t 
Pelosi's August 2022 visit to 


the island. But; ,in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
visit, careful attention ought 
to focus on close monitoring 
of Chinese rhetoric and 
actions, as well as 
unambiguous and consistent 
US messaging. This effort is 
vital if the two countries are 
to avoid unintended 
escalation and unwanted war 
in the coming weeks, months 
and years. 

"We will only be forced to 
take drastic measures to 
respond to the provocation 
of separatist elements or 
external forces should they 
ever cross our red lines," said 
China's first white paper on 
Taiwan in more than 20 
years. 

The policy document omitted 
a past promise not to send 
troops or administrators to 
Taiwan if it's taken back - a 
sign that Beijing intends less 


autonomy for the island than previously promised. 


Ms Pelosi's visit to Taiwan Island, despite strong 


States, and announced that 
unspecified sanctions would be 
imposed against the speaker and 
her family. The sum total of these 
actions was intended to signal the 
intensity of CCP leaders’ anger but 
at the same time calibrated — at 
least in their minds — to avoid 
further escalation. But, they are 
playing a dangerous game since 
Taiwan is the focal point of 
elevated great-power competition 
and the most plausible location 
and trigger for a major military 
confrontation between the United 
States and China. 

Both Washington and Beijing 


perceive that trends in bilateral relations vis-a-vis Taiwan 
are moving in the wrong direction and each blames the 
other for instigating this dangerous trajectory. More 
ominously, Beijing may soon reach a watershed moment 
regarding Taiwan, or it may have already reached this 


“MAKE 

NO MISTAKE: 
AMERICA REMAINS 
UNWAVERINGIN 
OUR COMMITMENT 
TO THE PEOPLE 
OF TAIWAN - NOW 
AND FOR DECADES 
TO COME.” 


NANCY PELOSI 


point and Washington has yet to recognize it. 
Future scholars and analysts may well identify Beijing's 
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opposition from China, has 
escalated regional tension, 
plunged China-US relations to new 
lows and damaged US' own 
interests. In its editorial “The US 
Relationship With China Does Not 
Need to Be So Tense,” the New York 
Times rightly pointed out that 
Pelosi made a provocative visit to 
Taiwan to underscore America's 
support for its democratic 
government. It further stated: “It is 
in everyone's interest for the two 
most powerful nations on Earth to 
find ways of easing these tensions. 
Over the past half century, 
beginning with President Richard 


Nixon's seminal visit to China in 1972, the leaders of the 
United States and China have repeatedly chosen to 
prioritize common interests above conflict. Building this 
relationship, for all its flaws, has contributed much to the 
world's stability and prosperity.” 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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hina sees Taiwan as a breakaway province that 
will eventually be under Beijing's control again. 
However, the self-ruled island sees itself as 
distinct from the mainland, with its own 
constitution and democratically-elected 
leaders. China's President Xi Jinping has said 
"reunification" with Taiwan "must be fulfilled” 
— and has not ruled out the possible use of force to 
achieve this. 

Whereis Taiwan? 

Taiwan is an island, roughly 100 miles from the coast of 
south east China. It sits in the so-called "first island chain’, 
which includes a list of US-friendly territories that are 
crucial to US foreign policy. 

If China was to take over Taiwan, some western experts 
suggest it could be freer to project power in the western 
Pacific region and could possibly even threaten US 
military bases as far away as Guam and Hawaii. 

But China insists that its intentions are purely peaceful. 
Has Taiwan always been separate from China? 
Historical sources suggest that the island first came under 
full Chinese control in the 17th century when the Qing 
dynasty began administering it. Then, in 1895, they gave 
up the island to Japan after losing the first Sino-Japanese 
war. , 

China took the island again in 1945 after Japan lost World 
War Two. - 

But a civil war erupted in mainland China between 
nationalist government forces led by Chiang Kai-shek and 
Mao Zedong's Communist Party. 

The communists won in 1949 and took control in Beijing. 
Chiang Kai-shek and what was left of the nationalist party 
- known as the Kuomintang - fled to Taiwan, where they 
ruled for the next several decades. 

China points to this history to say that Taiwan was 
originally a Chinese province. But the Taiwanese point to 
the same history to argue that they were never part of the 
modern Chinese state that was first formed after the 
revolution in 1911 - or the People's Republic of China that 
was established under Mao in 1949. 

The Kuomintang has been one of Taiwan's most 
Prominent political parties ever since - ruling the island 
fora significant part of its history. 

Currently, only 13 countries (plus the Vatican) recognise 
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Taiwan as a sovereign country. 

China exerts considerable diplomatic pressure on other 
countries not to recognise Taiwan, or to do anything 
which implies recognition. 

In an open conflict, some western experts predict that 
Taiwan could at best aim to slow a Chinese attack, try to 
prevent a shore landing by Chinese amphibious forces, 
and mount guerrilla strikes whilst waiting for outside 
help. 

That help could come from the US which sells arms to 
Taiwan. 

Until now, Washington's policy of "strategic ambiguity" 
has meant the US has been deliberately unclear about 
whether or how it would defend Taiwan in the event of an 
attack. 

Diplomatically, the US currently sticks to the "One-China" 
policy, which recognises only one Chinese government - in 
Beijing - and has formal ties with China rather than 
Taiwan. 

Can Taiwan defend itself? 

China could attempt to bring about "reunification" by non- 
military means suchas strengthening economic ties. 

But in any military confrontation, China's armed forces 
would dwarf those of Taiwan. 

China spends more than any country except the US on 
defence and could draw on a huge range of capabilities, 
from naval power to missile technology, aircraft and cyber 
attacks. 

Much of China's military power is focused elsewhere but, 
in overall terms of active duty personnel for example, 
there is a huge imbalance between the two sides. 

Why is Taiwan important for the rest of the world? 
Taiwan's economy is hugely important. 

Much of the world's everyday electronic equipment - from 
phones to laptops, watches and games consoles - is 
powered by computer chips made in Taiwan. 

By one measure, a single Taiwanese company - the Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company or TSMC - has 
over half of the world's market. 

TSMC is a so-called "foundry" - a company which makes 
chips designed by consumer and military customers. It is 
avast industry, worth almost $100bnin 2021. 

A Chinese takeover in Taiwan could give Beijing some 
control over one of the world's most important industries. &) 
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and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman approved the 
operation has been the prime reason for the relationship 
backsliding. Though Saudis denied the allegation and held 
a rogue agent responsible for the killing, the relationship 
has remained ice-cold ever since the inauguration of Biden 
administration. In addition to the Biden-MBS estrange- 
ment, there is a growing perception in the region that the 
US is not accommodating the legitimate security concerns 
of Gulf countries - relentless Houthi drone and missile 
attacks on UAE's and KSA's oil facilities and other 
infrastructure - and is moving forward to re-enter the Iran 
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nuclear deal despite Iran-led proxy wars, growing 
sophistication and range of Iranian ballistic missile and 
threats to freedom of navigation in the vital passageway. 
Though Biden's tour has not fully allayed the apprehen- 
sions of US partners, it has helped reassure them that “the 
United States is not walking away from the Middle East.” 
Biden's statement that the US would not allow any foreign 
or regional power to jeopardize the freedom of navigation 
through Middle East passageways, read as the Persian 
Gulf, has hit a right chord. Hence, out of strategic 
compulsions - Iran, Israel, oil, among others - KSA and 
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other Gulf countries would continue to occupy a 
prominent space and there will be plenty of areas ~ 
security, climate change, energy and economic 
development - where both sides can find the convergence 
of their respective interests. 

Third, though the US and regional countries share 
concerns over the possibility of Iran getting nuclear 
weapons, they disagree on how to achieve that goal, 
Throughout the tour, this concern remained a predomi- 
nant agenda point. Both Jerusalem Declaration and US- 
Saudi Joint Statement gave particular emphasis on this, 
but in a glaringly different manner. In Tel Aviv, Biden 
vowed to use all elements of national power to prevent 
Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons and termed US' 
commitment to Israel's security bipartisan and 
sacrosanct. So much so that he also accepted that the US 
could use force as a last resort in case Iran got nuclear 
weapons. Contrary to this, in Riyadh, he adopted a 
conciliatory tone and underlined the centrality of 
diplomatic efforts to deny Iran any opportunity to develop 
a nuclear bomb. One reason for this different approach is 
that Gulf countries, including Saudi Arabia, are attempting 


’ to restore some semblance of normalization in their 


relations with Iran. KSA, Qatar, the UAE and Egypt have 
extended an olive branch and invited Tehran for regional 
dialogue. Iran also has reciprocated positively and has 
showed interest in settling disputes through dialogue. So, 
as far as Iranian influence is concerned, the USA and Gulf 
countries do not see eye to eye despite sharing concerns 
over the growing ability of Iran to develop nukes. 

On the Israel-Palestine front, Biden made it clear that the 
time is not ripe for the resumption of dialogue over the 
establishment of an independent and viable Palestinian 
State, though he reiterated his support for the two-state 
solution. Before departing for the Middle East, he 
remarked that the normalization of Arab-Israel ties would 
be his topmost priority. Though he achieved some short- 
term goals like Israel's overflight of Saudi airspace and the 
transfer of Red Sea islands from the Egyptian sovereignty 
to Saudi's with the consent of Israel, he failed to add more 
countries to the Abraham Accords. These incremental 
steps fell short of full normalization as Saudi Arabia stated 
categorically that it would not establish ties with Israel 
until the establishment of a viable, contiguous and 
independent Palestine as per the Arab Peace Initiative Plan 
launched in 2002. 

The trip was overall aimed at reassuring US allies that 
America was not ceding space to Russia, China or Iran and 
it was not abandoning the Middle East and that the US 
would continue to be the most impactful player in the 
region. In the coming decades, the strategic competition 
with China and Russia would keep the United States 
focused on the Middle East. 

Now, we come to the next pillar of his foreign policy and 
that is his multilateral initiatives: 12U2, IPEF, and PGII. 

The I2U2 is an initiative that was launched by President 
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Biden in July 2022 to bolster cooperation and partnership 
among India, Israel, the UAE and the USA - 2Is are India 
and Israel, and 2Us refer to the USA and the UAE. This 
multilateral initiative has been launched to further 
cooperation in mutually identified areas of water, energy, 
transportation, space, health and food security. Most 
international relations experts believe that this initiative 
would help the US strengthen its hands to contain China's 
clout in Asia and the Middle East, and reassure the ME 
countries about continuing US' commitment to regional 
security and economic development. Through this 
initiative, two separate geostrategic regions have been 
integrated which can potentially provide an opportunity 
to rebuild US its international reputation which was 
damaged during the Trump era. India has so far emerged 
as the major beneficiary. It can bolster its trade with the 
UAE and further enhance its commercial ties with Israel. 
During the first inaugural meeting, the UAE announced 
investing $2 billion in the establishment of food parks in 
India with the latest smart technologies. The [2U2 
initiative is being termed as an “emerging Quad” that can 
play a decisive role in coming years, if all sides work 
together to tackle looming threats of food and energy 
security. Let's see how Biden administration would steer 
this multilateral approach and make sure that 12U2 would 
not fal] short of achieving its stated objectives. 

Trump's decision of withdrawing from the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) created a void in the Indo-Pacific region 
and helped China increase its clout. Resultantly, TTP was 
replaced by the Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTTP) and 
China applied for its membership. In addition, China also 
launched Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP), the largest-ever free trade agreement, But the US 
remained aloof. Anticipating that continuing indifference 
would cost US economic interests dearly, President Biden 
launched his flagship non-free trade, the non-traditional 
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) on 
May 23, 2022. Initially, 13 members joined the initiative 
and the member countries agreed on four pillars: trade; 
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supply chain; clean energy, de- 
carbonization, infrastructure; and tax and 
anti-corruption. The US officials touted the 
agreement as the 21st-century economic 
arrangement designed to tackle the mighty 
economic challenges. Analysts believe that 
‘the IPEF was launched to buttress US' 
geopolitical and economic influence in the 
region mainly to contain China. But despite 
the hype created by the initiative, the 
progress toward formal, text-based 
negotiations has remained lukewarm. The 
details about each pillar have remained 
unknown or un-disclosed, and IPEF 
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countries are finding it hard to participate in a binding 
agreement that cannot provide any lucrative tariff 
concession as does RCEP or CCTPP. The Biden 
administration held the first IPEF ministerial-level 
meeting in August 2022. The readout noted positive and 
constructive discussion and reaffirmed their collective 
goal to pursue a high-standard and inclusive economic 
forum, But the meeting fell short of achieving the 
objective of coaxing IPEF countries to formalize the 
agreement. The major impediments in the way of 
implementation of IPEF are many; some notable concerns 
are related to the absence of market access, enforcement, 
unrealistically high objectives and highly-politicized 
nature that has the potential to infuriate China, So far, 
IPEP has not seen much progress and there are growing 
concerns that it may meet the fate of earlier announced 
initiatives of Build Back Better World (B3W) and others.& 
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The writer is a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 
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On September 05, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin signed 
off on a new foreign policy plan 
that aims to "protect, safeguard, 
and advance the traditions and 
ideals of the Russian World." 
Through this 31-page document, 
dubbed as "humanitarian policy,” 
Russia has made protecting, 
safeguarding and advancing the 
traditions and ideals of the 
Russian World its official 
doctrine. The concept of a 
"Russian World" is a notion that 
hardliners have used to justify 
intervening abroad to support 
Russian speakers, such as in parts 
of Ukraine. And, the new doctrine 
also justifies intervention abroad 
in support of Russian speakers 
and ethnic Russians outside of the 
country. 

Why this policy? 

With the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, a number of 
Eastern Bloc countries broke away 
from the USSR and became 
independent, but around 25 
million ethnic Russians found 
themselves living outside Russia. 
West Slavs are in Poland, Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, East Slavs 
are in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, 
while South Slavs are in Croatia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
Bulgaria, North Macedonia, 
Montenegro and Slovenia. 
President Putin thinks of the 
collapse of the USSR as the 
"greatest geopolitical 
catastrophe" and has been 
highlighting, for years, what he 
sees as the tragic fate of those 
millions. It was one of his 
predecessors, Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who failed to prevent the break- 


up. 

But till today, Moscow has 
continued to view the former 
Soviet lands, from the Baltics to 
Central Asia, as its legitimate 
sphere of influence - a notion 
strongly resisted by many of those 
countries as well as by the West. 

It is due to this reason that 
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RUSSIAN 
WORLD 


President Viadimir Putin has approved a new foreign policy doctrine that is 
based around the concept of a “Russian World,” which relies on radical 
policies like those used to justify Moscow's war in Ukraine. While presented 
as a kind of soft power strategy, it enshrines such official policy ideas around 
Russian politics and religion that some hardliners have used to justify 
Moscow's occupation of parts of Ukraine and support for breakaway pro- 
Russian entities in the east of the country: The new policy says that Russia 
should increase cooperation with Slavic nations, China, and India, and further 
strengthen its ties to th ddle East, Latin America and Africa. It said 
Moscow should’ ise feos with Abkhazia and Ossetia, two 
De a Moscow after its war against 

akaway entities in ata Ukraine, the 


Georgian pe 


Russia's Concept for a 
‘Humanitarian’ Policy Abroad 
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Russia's foreign policy has, in recent 
years, become more assertive than it 
had been in the first two decades 
since independence. The Kremlin 
surprised many with its 2008 war in 
Georgia, its 2014 seizure of Crimea 
and intervention in eastern Ukraine, 
and its 2015 deployment of forces in 
the Syrian civil war. Underpinning 
this greater assertiveness is a 
growing consensus among Russian 
analysts, scholars and officials that 
Russia should play a larger role in the 
world, one where Moscow is free to 
act according to its own interests. 
Overview 
The Concept consists of six sections: 
e The first one covers general 
provisions. 
e@ The second one is ¢ 
dedicated to Russian } 
national interests in H 
the humanitarian } 
sphere abroad and | 
presents objectives, | 
tasks and principles of | 
such policy. : 
@ The third section lists # 
key areas of the : 
humanitarian policy ' 
abroad. i 
® The fourth section } 
covers humanitarian }{ 
cooperation with } 
Russia in multilateral } 
and bilateralformats. 
® The fifth section is * 


dedicated to inter- 
cultural and inter-religious 
dialogue. 


@ The sixth section deals with 
forming and basic mechanisms for 
implementing the humanitarian 
policy abroad. 

Features 

Russia has long railed at the US and 

Europe for advancing the rights of 

minorities, and asserted the priority 

of collective social interests against 
liberal individualism. It outlawed 

Same-sex marriage in the 

constitution last year and lawmakers 

are pushing for legislation that 
would tighten already stringent 
restrictions on the discussion of 

LGBTQ rights. 
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Putin has overseen sweeping 
domestic repression to crush 
political protest since his Feb. 24 
invasion of Ukraine sparked the 
biggest crisis in Europe since World 
War II, with thousands of people 
killed and millions forced to flee 
their homes. Within weeks of starting 
the war, he threatened to cleanse 
Russian society of “scum and 
traitors.” 

The new policy stated that Moscow 
should further deepen its ties with 
the self-styled Donetsk People's 
Republic and the Luhansk People's 
Republic - two breakaway entities in 
eastern Ukraine, where the war 
continues to rage. 


It also said it should strengthen its 
links more with Abkhazia and 
Ossetia, two Georgian regions 
recognised as independent by 
Moscow after its war against Georgia 
in 2008. 

The policy further states Russia 
should increase cooperation with 
Slavic nations, China and India, and 
further push its ties to the Middle 
East, Latin America and Africa. 

“The goals of the Concept of Russia's 
Humanitarian Policy Abroad 
envisage formation and 
strengthening of the objective 
perception of our country in the 
world, promotion of understanding 
of Russia's historical path, role and 
place in world history and culture, 
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and also expansion of contacts 
between people,” the Concept reads. 
According to the document, the 
humanitarian policy is an integral 
part of Russia's foreign policy. 
Among the Concept's tasks are 
protection, preservation and 
promotion of traditions and ideals 
inherent in the Russian world; 
strengthening of the role, 
importance and competitiveness of 
the Russian language in the modern 
world; increasing the 
competitiveness of domestic 
education, and others. 
The document names Russian 
culture as the most important and 
integral part of world culture, as well 
as an instrument of soft 


Sse eee enw aeaee ee aenr eee ee eae eee ee bees ee) power. 


The new policy says the 
Russian Federation 
"provides support to its 
compatriots living 
abroad in the fulfilment 
of their rights, to ensure 
the protection of their 


interests and the 
preservation of their 
Russian cultural 
identity”. 


It said that Russia's ties 
with its compatriots 
abroad allowed it to 
"strengthen on the 
international stage its 
image as a democratic 
country striving for the creating of a 
multi-polar world". 

Key points 

Russian cultural policy abroad will 
continue to describe Russia as a 
separate civilization, distinct_from 
other regions and countries. Western 
states are described as the main 
threat to Russian (culture and, 
therefore, Russian statehood. One 
implication of this line of reasoning 
is that cooperation between Russian 
and Western cultural and 
educational institutions will be 
inevitably limited. 

A key task is to promote and defend 
the foundations of Russian 
“traditional values”, in particular 
Russian family values, deemed to be 
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threatened by “neo-liberal 
governments” (i.e. the West). The 
document also promotes Russia's 
“constitutional identity” which 
characterizes Russia as a country 
legally steeped in “traditional 
spiritual-moral values,” dedicated to 
the principles of “non-interference in 
the domestic affairs of other states”. 
The document also singles.out the 
Baltic states, Moldova and Georgia as 
places where Russian culture can 
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protect the rights of Russian- 
speaking groups. The broader Slavic 
region is also mentioned as one of 
strategic significance. Hence, 
engaging with diaspora groups in 
Europe and elsewhere remains a 
priority. 

Foreign relations 

The policy also calls for Russia to 
increase cooperation with Slavic 
nations, China, and India, as well as 
strengthen relations with nations in 
the Middle East, Latin America and 
Africa. “Developing friendly 
relations with China and India is one 
of the priorities of Russian foreign 
policy,” says the Concept. A 
manifestation of this came in the 
form of Vostok-2022 war games that 
Russia hosted in coordination with 
China and that involved more than 
50,000 troops and participation 
from several former Soviet nations, 
China, India, Laos, Mongolia, 
Nicaragua and Syria. 

“Strengthening Russia's presence in 
the Asia-Pacific region (APR) is 


Aghazetaleem.com 
becoming increasingly important 
since Russia is an integral part of this 
fastest-developing geopolitical zone, 
toward which the center of world 
economy and politics is gradually 
shifting. Russia is interested in 
participating actively in APR 
integration processes, using the 
possibilities offered by the APR to 
implement programs meant to boost 
Siberian and Far Eastern economy, 
creating a transparent and equitable 
security architecture in the APR and 
cooperation on a collective basis,” 
says the Concept. 

Analysis 

First of all, it should be clear that the 
document does not represent a new 
foreign policy doctrine, although this 
was implied by several international 
media outlets. It should, thus, be 
assumed that the official foreign 
policy doctrine, adopted in 2016, 


contradicted by the stated goal of 
promoting Russian culture and 
influence in the CIS region, including 
the areas of Abkhazia, South Ossetia, 
and the so-called republics of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. 

In conclusion, Russia has produced a 
document on a narrow domain of 
foreign policy, or public diplomacy. 
It is long, repetitive and tedious, 
written in the style of thinking 
usually associated with Russia's 
Minister of Culture, Vladimir 
Medinsky. In many ways, the 
document also repeats - albeit in 
different words - core tenets of 
Soviet ideology: the idea of Russia as 
a unique civilization, a permanent 
conflict between Russia and the 
West, and the need for Russia to push 
back against hostile forces abroad. In 
this regard, the document confirms a 
profound continuity in Russian 


remains in force. The document 
outlines the principles of a policy for 
promoting Russian culture abroad. 

The Concept claims that Russia will 
make a meaningful contribution to 
the stabilization of the situation in 
the Middle East and North Africa ... 
on the basis of respect for 
sovereignty, territorial integrity of 
states and non-interference in their 
internal affairs. However, the 
Russian doctrine of “non- 
interference” is immediately 
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foreign policy thinking. 

In fine, this doctrine suggests a kind 
of soft-power strategy, the origin of 
which can be found in the official 
policy views of Russian politics and 
religion, which some hardliners use 
as justification for supporting pro- 
Russian secessionist factions in 
parts of Ukraine and the country's 
eastern regions. 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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Aghazetaleem. 


It was back in June 1992, when Heads of State from 178 


countries assembled in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to adopt 
Agenda 21 that pledged the shelter of humanity and 
the broader habitat around it. Later, on the eve of 
new millennium, a set of Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) was adopted and the eradication of 
extreme poverty and hunger was prioritized as 
the loftiest goal. The Johannesburg 
Declaration of 2002 re-asserted the faith in 
MDGs. But the impediments and delays 
compelled leaders from around the world to 
gather again in Rio de Janeiro in 2012 to make 
still another set of promises ultimately 
culminating in seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Summit of 
September 2015. And passably enough, “No 
poverty” and “Zero Hunger” were given the top priority 
onthe list again. 


Poverty Eradication is a distant dream 


Despite all the efforts mentioned above, we 
have not just miserably failed in curbing 
poverty in any of its forms or achieving food 
security and ending hunger; we have also 
shoved the masses, who were already 
struggling against destitution, into deeper chasms of 
impoverishment and famine. The latest report of SDGs 
made public in 2022, estimates that while in 2019, some 
641 million people lived below the income of 1.90 dollars 
a day, the year 2021 witnessed the numbers soaring to 684 
million. 
A similar report on the second SDG of Zero Hunger finds 
that about one in 10 people worldwide are suffering from 
hunger and nearly one in three people lack regular access 
to adequate food. Almost half the countries in the world 
have suffered from soaring food prices in 2020 and 149 
million children under age 5 still suffer from stunting, In 
addition to this, the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 
reaffirms the bleak situation mentioned above. The GHI 
states that Central Africa faced “alarming” and South Asia 
“serious” hunger with scores of 43 and 24.7, respectively. 
And in a rank-wise study of 116 countries, Central Africa 
was ranked 114, while Pakistan, India and Afghanistan 
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were ranked 92, 101 and 103, respectively. According toa 
report by the United Nations on food security, the Earth 
produces more food than is required to feed everyone. 
Still some 815 million people around the world face 
starvation, the highest figure being from Asia. 

Unfortunately, poverty and food shortages cannot be 
studied in isolation, since almost every natural or 
manmade disaster exacerbates the severity of the food 
crisis. The Covid-19 pandemic, for instance, pushed some 
90 million people in the Asia-Pacific region into extreme 
poverty, estimated in a report titled “Building Forward 
Together: Towards an Inclusive and Resilient Asia and the 
Pacific,” jointly released by the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UN-ESCAP). The World Bank, in one of its reports, 
states that the rate of poverty around the globe was on the 
decline with consistency for the last 25 years till the 
disruption caused by Covid-19 eclipsed everything. The 
report suggests that over 150 million people live on less 
than 3.2 dollars per day, and are prone to fall into the 
chasm of extreme poverty. This impact becomes worse 
when multidimensional poverty is considered. Covid-19 
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added an alarming 245 million people to the already 
soaring figures of 1.3 billion multidimensional poor in the 
Asia-Pacific region, reversing the poverty alleviation 
figures back to, at least, nine years. The World Bank 
reported similar effects in Pakistan where economic 
progress remained below par, averaging 1.3 percent for 
the financial years 2021 and 2022. - . 
In addition to the above argument, as the Global 
Network's 2022 global report on food crisis suggests, 
clashes and wars are significant drivers of food shortage 
worldwide. The Ukraine crisis - taking a manmade crisis 
as an instance in this argument - too has triggered food 
shortages for the poorest people in the world. Ukraine and 
the Russian Federation are responsible jointly for 30 
percent of global exports of wheat and 20 percent of those 
of maize. While 47 million people have already suffered 
from a shortage of wheat worldwide, the Russia-Ukraine 
war and the resulting sanctions - by US, EU, G7 and others 
- on Russia have exacerbated the situation, which would 
push the world further away from achieving the zero 
hunger targets set in the SDGs. 

Pakistan, an impoverished nation facing food shortage 
crisis up to an existential level, is the third 
largest importer of wheat from Ukraine. 
Pakistan imported 60 percent of its wheat 
consumed in 2020-2021, thus signifying 
the importance of the Ukraine-Russia war 
on food security in Pakistan. In addition 
to this, the effect of the current flash 
floods in Pakistan on food security knows 
no bounds. While the failure of 
government is already crystal clear 
concerning relief efforts, and figures of 
deaths due to half of the state land being 
flooded keep on pouring in, the real impact is yet to be 
estimated in terms of millions of people being pushed 
below the poverty line and even more starving and 
suffering from acute food shortage. We were already 
performing below par in terms of food security. Sindh and 
Balochistan, for instance, were facing “high food 
insecurity”, IPC's Acute Food Insecurity Analysis 2021- 
2022 asserts. The reasons include, but are not limited to, 
the increasing intensity of recurring heatwaves in the 
region, high food and fuel prices, and epidemics and the 
pandemic of Covid-19. And lately, since the floods have 
done more than destroying the crops and livestock, it will 
Only aggravate existing food insecurity and dietary 
challenges; thus, worsening the already bleak conditions 
of malnutrition, under-nutrition, and starvation levels in 
Pakistan. Since this flood in its scale has already 
Surpassed the super floods of 2010, it will likely destroy 
the opportunities for agriculture for at least a year. Since 
the lower terrains of Sindh and Balochistan are still under 
water, while growing times for Rabi season are already on 
the horizon, this impact shall, via damage to the major 
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crop of cotton, will impact textiles, thereby disrupting the 
already struggling national economy. 
Thus, poverty and food crisis are dilemmas that get worse 
with each passing day, since they are interconnected to 
and exacerbated by almost all natural and manmade 
disasters. Hence, we cannot end hunger unless the issues 
, that undermine food security are addressed. This makes it 
‘imperative to reserve a certain percentage of disaster 
rehabilitation or resilience funds, for instance, climate 
change resilience fund; for a sustained nutritional 
strategy. The governmental, as well as inter-governmental 
response towards poverty and malnutrition eradication 
strategies, cannot be ‘one size fits all’ type of solution. The 
first two SDGs have to be part and parcel of the national 
food policies of every country. Then, a multi-sectorial 
strategy that is customized according to the terrain, level 
of impact and stage of required intervention is inevitable, 
and that too with the cooperation of both private and 
public sectors. The strategy should not only look for 
timely relief to the food- impoverished masses, but long- 
term nutritional support is also equally imperative. There 
needs to be a universal charter regarding exports of staple 
crops and even if the global body has to 
resort to sanctions, it should compensate 
for the losses incurred in the supply of 
crops like wheat, at least to those who are 
affected by the supply and price crises. 
In addition to this, while new technology 
needs to be introduced in agriculture, it is 
imperative that patterns of production, 
as well as consumption, be re-assessed. 
We have to invest in sustainable 
agricultural development. Global targets 
set by the United Nations as well as the 
efforts put therein need to be redefined; for instance, as 
suggested by the annual SDG report 2021, to reduce 
stunting in children by 50 percent by 2030, the annual rate 
of decline has to increase two folds, i.e. 2.1 percent to 3.9 
percent per year. Above all, it requires human interven- 
tion. It is a strategy by humans and for humans, as go the 
words of Nelson Mandela that “Poverty is not an accident. 
Like slavery and apartheid, it is manmade and can be 
removed by the actions of human beings. 
The United Nations celebrates international day for the 
eradication of poverty on October 17th each year. The 
global body, despite all the loopholes mentioned so far, 
tries to sensitize the indifferent masses toward the 
deprived and starving humanity. We must not forget that 
saving humanity from starvation is not possible without 
the leadership of the strong and the engagement of all. 
This October 17th, the world has to reaffirm its 
commitment to ending this vicious cycle of persistent 
poverty while still maintaining respect for people and the 
planet we are living on. B) 


The writer is a qualifier of several competitive exams 
including PCS 2013, PCS 2019 and CSS 2020, and scores 
of general recruitment. He is, presently, under training at 
Directorate General of Training and Research, Lahore. 
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It appears that Xi Jinping 
and Viadimir Putin have 


taken another step towards 
creating their own ‘new a CSS wW aoe 
world order’, vowing to — , the 


resist the ‘political virus' of 
the United States and 

‘assume the role of great mer ria 
powers’. The recent SCO 

summit in Samarkand was 


seen to be aimed at 
challenging Western 


influence and forwarding Inte rh ational 
towards the creation of a 

new international order. In Or er 
their recent meeting on the Py 


sidelines of the summit, 
President Xi Jinping of 
China has told his Russian 
counterpart, Viadimir Putin, 
that his country was willing 
to shape the international 
order together with Russia 
in @ more just and rational 
direction. Xi also said China 
and Russia should expand 
pragmatic cooperation, 
safeguard the security and 
interests of the region, and 
preserve the common 
interests of developing 
countries and emerging 
market countries. This Is 
being seen as an attempt to 
create a new international 
order that challenges an 
ailing Western-led political 
and economic order. 
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ew recent meetings had 

been as highly anticipated 

as the meeting of Russian 

President Vladimir Putin 

and Chinese President Xi 

Jinping on the sidelines of 

the summit of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) in Samarkand, Uzbekistan. This 
meeting brought the leaders of two 
countries where Chinese President, Xi 
Jinping, told the Russian president, 
Vladimir Putin, that China was ready 
to work with Russia in extending 
strong support to each other on issues 
concerning their respective core 
interests. Xi called for both sides to 
strengthen coordination within the 
SCO, the Conference on Interaction 
and Confidence Building Measures in 
Asia, BRICS and other multilateral 
mechanisms to promote solidarity 
and mutual trust among related 
parties. He also said China and Russia 
should expand pragmatic 
cooperation, safeguard the security 
and interests of the region, and 


preserve the common interests of 


developing countries and emerging 
market countries. President Xi's offers 
are being taken as an attempt to 
‘create a new world order’ and 
‘counter US dominance’ with the help 
of Russia. 

Background 

Former Cold War allies with a 
tempestuous relationship, China and 
Russia have drawn closer in recent 
years as part of what they call a "no 
limits" relationship acting as a 
counterweight to the global 
dominance of the United States. 
China's intention to forge an even 


more closer relationship with Russia became clear in 
February this year when Chinese and Russian presidents 
met face-to-face - first time in more than two years - on 
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The SCO main focus 


Regional security 
Fight against regional terrorism 
Ethnic separatism and 
religious extremism 
Regional development and 
€conomic cooperation 


The SCO Secretariat, based in Beijing, 


is the main permanent executive 
body of the SCO. The Secretariat 
is headed by the Secretary 


General Mr Zhang Ming 


The SCO has been an observer in 
the UN General Assembly since 
2005. In April 2010, the UN and 
SCO Secretariats signed a Joint 

Declaration on Cooperation. 
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the day of the Opening Ceremony for 
the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. In 
this meeting, they declared 
triumphantly the arrival of a “new era” 
in international relations. According 
to an English-language version of the 
joint statement, “Xi stressed that in 
the face of profound and complex 
changes in the international situation, 
China and Russia are committed to 
deepening back-to-back strategic 
coordination and upholding 
international fairness and justice side 
by side.” 

In a 5,000-word joint statement, the 
two leaders shared their vision for a 
new world order: it would better 
accommodate their nations’ interests, 
and no longer be dominated by the 
West. “The world is going through 
momentous changes,” their joint 
statement said, noting the 
“transformation of the global 
governance architecture and world 
order.” 

Recent meet-up 

Now, the two leaders have met again 
on the sidelines of the SCO summit in 
Samarkand at a time when Putin's 
relations with the West are at the 
lowest over his war on Ukraine and, on 
the other hand, China's anger over 
Nancy Pelosi's recent visit to Taiwan is 
at its peak. During this meeting, Xi 
told Putin, “China is willing to work 
with Russia to play a leading role in 
demonstrating the responsibility of 
major powers, and to instil stability 
and positive energy into a world in 
turmoil.” President Xi noted that since 
the beginning of this year, China and 
Russia have maintained effective 
strategic communication, and that 


China will work with Russia to extend strong mutual 
support on issues concerning each other's core interests, 
and deepen practical cooperation in trade, agriculture, 


connectivity and other areas. 


In response, Putin expressed Russia's 
support for the one-China principle, and 
denounced US provocations in the Taiwan 
Strait and its attempts to create a ‘unipolar 
world’. 
undergoing multiple changes, yet the only 
thing that remains unchanged is the 
friendship and mutual trust between 


Putin said that the world is 
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Russia and China, and the Russia-China comprehensive 
strategic partnership of coordination is as stable as 
mountains. As uncertainty significantly increases in 
today's international landscape, the China-Russia 
comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination fora 
new era has always been on course and has not lost 
momentum. 

The bilateral relationship 

China and Russia are each other's largest neighbors, 
permanent members of the UN Security Council, and 
emerging powers. They also share a long border of more 
than 4,000 kilometres. The China-Russia comprehensive 
strategic partnership of coordination for a new era, which 
is based on the principles of “non-alliance, non- 
confrontation and non-targeting of any third party,” has 
been subject to interference and provocation from third 
parties. Especially after the beginning of the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict, the US has stopped putting on a disguise. 


The SCO summit 
The recent SCO summit in the ancient Silk Road city of 


Samarkand, Uzbekistan, has registered a landmark on the 
evolution of a new world order which witnesses the 
dwindling of American hegemony. The US clearly resents 
the revival of Russia under President Putin and the rise of 
China as a true Great Power. President Xi enjoys universal 
respect at a time when the US faces a decline. It remains a 
Great Power militarily and economically. But it visibly 
lacks the power it once enjoyed as other centres of 
influence arise to dilute its hegemony. 

In this context, the Samarkand summit has been put 
forward as an alternative to a 'Western-centric 
organisation’, at a time of increasing pressure on Moscow 
over Ukraine and growing anger in Beijing over 
Washington's support for Taiwan, which was underlined 
earlier by US President Joe Biden's offer of help to Taiwan 
in the case of an attack by China. 


-——— Structure and Function of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 


SCO Heads of SCO Heads of SCO Foreign 
State Council Government Council Ministers Council 


The Council of Heads 
of Government (Prime 
Ministers) approves the budget 
of the Organization, considers 
and decides upon major issues 
related to particular, especially 
economic, spheres 
of interaction within 
the Organization. 


Considers issues related to day-to- 
day activities of the Organization, 
prepares for meetings 
of the Council of Heads of State, 
and holds consultations 
on international problems within 
the Organization. The Council may, 
as appropriate, make statements 
on behalf of the SCO. 


The top decision-making body in the 
SCO. It determines priorities and 
defines major areas of activities 

of the Organization, decides upon 
the fundamental issues of its internal 
arrangement and functioning and its 
interaction with other States and 
international organizations, and 


considers the most topical 


| international issues. 


Instead, it has openly threatened and discredited the 
normal and legitimate cooperation between China and 
Russia. Such a scenario is rare in the history of 
international relations. 

The good thing is that both China and Russia are countries 
with strong strategic determination and autonomy. 
Moreover, bilateral relations have a strong internal driving 
force. They have not changed, and will not change, their 
initial intentions and course due to drastic changes in the 
international pattern or pressure from third parties. They 
will always maintain their own logic and rhythm. In 
particular, the heads of state of China and Russia 
maintain close contacts and strategic communication in 
various ways, always leading the ties between the two 
countries in the right direction of development. The 
independent and autonomous value of China-Russia 
relations is both a summary of historical experience and 
innovation in international relations. 
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In the summit, President Xi told the leaders who had 
gathered that “it was time to reshape the international 
system and ‘abandon zero-sum games and bloc politics’.” 
Xi said that leaders should “work together to promote the 
development of the international order in a more just and 
rational direction.” 

Putin, on his part, welcomed the increasing influence of 
non-Western countries outside the West, and criticised 
what he referred to as the “instruments of protectionism, 
illegal sanctions and economic selfishness”. He asserted: 
“The growing role of new centres of power who cooperate 
with each other .,. is becoming more and more clear.” 
Putin said: “The world is changing rapidly, but only one 
thing remains unchanged: The friendship between China 
and Russia.” In turn, Xi Jinping said that China is “ready, 
together with our Russian colleagues, to set an example of 
a responsible world power and play a leading role in 
bringing such a rapidly changing world onto a trajectory 
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of sustainable and positive development.” 
The contours of the new order 
It is an order that challenges the well-established liberal 
order and its key components, which relies on the West. 
Another distinctive feature is a redirection of foreign 
policies primarily toward the East. 
The China-Russia opposition to the liberal world order is 
linked with ending economic interdependence with the 
West. Since 2014, both Russia and China have been 
developing a so-called de-dollarization policy in order to 
stop using the US dollar in trade settlements in order to 
get around American sanctions against Russia. Along with 
signing a deal to use their national currencies in any 
settlements between them, the two states have also 
acknowledged the yuan as a possible replacement for the 
dollar. This is not unique to this alliance, as Russia and 
Iran in May this year agreed to use their national 
currencies in the fields of banking and energy, in addition 
to an agreement to integrate Iran's Shetab and Russia's Mir 
domestic payment systems. It is expected that Russia will 
make similar agreements with other Eastern countries. 
Secondly, Russia's energy deals will be further 
redirected toward the East. According to reports, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Brazil, South Africa, Sri Lanka 
and a number of Middle Eastern countries will buy 
Russian oil this winter, while the EU is in the process 
of cancelling all dealings with Moscow. This adds to 
the redirection policy, as the East accepts deals with 
Russia based on mutual interests. 
One can expect to see an expansion of bloc-to-bloc 
cooperation among non-Western countries, 
especially further attempts to strengthen 
collaboration between the BRICS nations (China, 
India, South Africa, Russia and Brazil) and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (Kazakhstan, 
China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
India, Iran and Pakistan). Finally, in contrast to the 
liberal world order, which is based on democratic states, 
the strong alliance of Russia and China further develops 
the possibility of the implementation of so-called sharp 
power. Christopher Walker and Jessica Ludwig defined 
the notion of sharp power in 2017. In contrast to soft 
* power, it refers to the ability to influence others to get 
desired outcomes not through attraction, but via 
distraction and the manipulation of information. The 
distinctive feature of sharp power is that it is conducted 
by authoritarian states, with the authors specifically 
focusing on Russia and China. With their strong alliance, 
this sharp power is likely to be expanded toward other 
States, especially in the East. 
To sum up, recent weeks have seen interesting political 
and economic developments with regard to further 
interpretation of the alternative world order that might 
await us in the future. Despite speculation, the liberal 
world order continues to dominate global politics, but it 
has been strongly challenged in recent years, especially by 
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the alliance of Russia and China. 

Whether this is really an alternative world order — with 
some attraction to the liberal order remaining for other 
countries — or whether one might expect further 
confrontational struggle between two different 
ideological views, one should wait and see (although 
perhaps it is happening now in Ukraine). 

But without doubt, there are clear indicators of new 
dynamics that will shape the current world order, and new 
uncertainties and changes are anticipated. These include: 
a shift among the key energy suppliers worldwide as 
Russia chooses to deal with the East; the West looking to 
other states as alternative energy suppliers; a change in 
the choice of currencies, as some states de-dollarize while 
others do not; an expected growth in influence for 
international organizations that contain mainly Eastern 
states; and perhaps a spread of authoritarian sharp power. 
Conclusion 

There can be no mistaking the radical change in the world 
order. China has emerged as a global player. Its presence is 
increasingly felt as it launches mega international projects. 


Russia is still a Great Power but a hugely diminished one. 
Gone is the empire in Eastern Europe; gone is the control 
over communist parties abroad — no funds for them; gone 
is also the very strict dictatorship of old. 

America's influence has waned. The Arab world is more 
assertive. So are South Asia and Southeast Asia. This is not 
the end. Assertion is now the norm in today's world. 
Submissiveness is on the decline. The reaction is for 
governments to question or stand up to other states 
attempting to force their authority on them. 

Allin all, what is noteworthy is that the old global order is 
changing, though it is not easy to predict with any 
certainty or precision the shape the new order will 
acquire. The vague contours may be there, but with 
different stars in ascendance, and others dimming, it will 
be a while before a definite outline begins to emerge on 
the horizon. @ 


The writer is a Lahore-based academician 
and political analyst. 
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Political adversaries of universal peace and brotherhood are propagating a new era of catastrophic fault lines for a Third 
World War. The eight-month-old, and still ongoing, disastrous conflict between Russia and Ukraine and the West is 
dissolving human relationships of reason, truth and honesty. The global leaders' mental microscope, which is obsessed 
with ignorance and wickedness, appears to have an irresistible necessity to deprive humanity of its peaceful future. The 
favourite perversion sees people just in numbers and digits, not as voices of reason for change and human unity. The 
dreadful tragedy of Russian-Ukrainian conflict will lead to unimaginable results to push mankind prematurely into 
annihilation, though accidental, either by nuclear arsenals or a combination of nukes and space weapons. We the 
People can hardly imagine the resultant destruction of the Earth and the systematic functions of the nature of things not 
witnessed by the previous two World Wars. Glory lives in the conception of good, not of evil. The egoistic leaders of NATO, 
the European Union, Russia and the United States compete in media propagation to have superior imagery for 
hegemonic politics. They have no sense of time and history; how ignorance and political wickedness could lead to 
unthinkable calamities and disrupt the global socio-economic and political order. They were not prepared for, and are 
afraid of, being replaced by the phenomenon of change and future-making. Morally and intellectually bankrupt leaders 
have no time to understand the aspirations of global mankind. We the People of globe long for peace, not for wars or 
destruction of human habitats by nukes and aggression against the weak and powerless. 
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After more than eight months into warfare 
and several millions of forcibly displaced 
refugees, there is no proactive leadership 
vision and workable plan on table to change 
the course of contemporary tragic events, 
massive deaths and destruction as morality and human 
intellect continue to decline for a navigational change - 
and for an immediate ceasefire and workable peace. Most 
leaders are billionaires and are supported by the 
corporate entities selling weapons. These are devoid of 
reason and futuristic imagination to end the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine and to reverse the picture of 
utterly indescribable shadows of entrapment for a 
looming Third World War. 

A rational conflict analysis and search for peace involves 
listening to and learning from divergent viewpoints and 
finding a common place of reasoning without agreeing or 
disagreeing to halt the animosities. This is effective 
communication and enlightened leadership traits. The 
mankind is fraught with sorrows, fear of unknown 


animosities, daily killings and displaced thinking process. 
Members of a society - no matter how normal they claim 
to be - cannot function as normal beings to coexist with 
their own self, the surroundings, in human culture and 
make any positive contributions to sustainable change 
and progress. The US, NATO, the EU, Russia and Ukraine 
are stuck in this seamless yet vicious entanglement. 
Ironically, desperation could aggravate anyone to use 
nukes unilaterally with global catastrophic consequences. 
This state of affairs depicts complete societal breakdown 
and a march towards self-annihilation. We are witnessing 
and living in that delusional culture of human degenera- 
tion. Actions result in reactions. Russia is taking control of 
conquered Eastern towns in Ukraine, and leaders of NATO 
and the EU are imposing new sanctions as if it will resolve 
the urgent energy supply crises of gas, oil and Nord 
Stream pipeline from Russia. The rupture and leakage of 
the Nord Stream gas pipeline could have catastrophic 
environmental problems. Political condemnations and 
economic sanctions will not change the course of history 
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but a reasoned dialogue of direct talks could produce 
desirable outcomes for peace. If there are any proactive 
intelligent leaders, they should initiate direct peace talks 
between the warring parties. All human acts are subject to 
change and reformation. 

We, the People and global leaders are in conflict with 
the nature of things 

We the People of the globe believe in human unity and 
peace, and the leaders need to learn how to coexist in 
universal harmony and be at peace with others on this 
Earth. Bombs and ballistic missiles hit the Earth and 
destroy all living things. Earth was meant for life and 
human progress, not destruction by human wickedness 
towards the nature of things. The Earth is a living entity 
and is meant for us - the human beings. The Divine 
warning is self-explanatory: 

“And do not make mischief in the Earth after it has been set 
in order, and call upon Him with fear and longing. Surely, 
Allah's mercy is close to those who do good.” (Al-Quran; 
7:56) 

In all ages, people and‘ nations claiming to be most 
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powerful and transgressors manipulating the Earth and 
humanity were destroyed by the laws of God - natural 
causes. Many empires and egoistic leaders went this 
natural route of meeting their fate. We the conscientious 
people of the globe possess rational understanding of an 
equilibrium and balanced relationship between man, life 
and God-given living universe we all reside in. We the 
People of knowledge wonder who else except God created 
life, the Earth and the living universe floating in space well 
balanced and functional since time immemorial. Who else 
other than God determined the Earth's spinning at a speed 
of around 1670 km per hour? Who else than God ordained 
this planet to orbit the sun at 107,000 km per hour? 

Be aware that Farth's average distance from the Sun is 
about 93 million miles (105 million km); the distance of 
moon from the Farth is currently 384,821 km equivalent 
to 0.002572 astronomical units and if the Earth-Sun 
distance and that between the Earth and the moon were 
ever to change, there would be no sign of life, human 
civilizations or habitats left on Earth. We as human being, 
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as One Humanity, have one origin - why can't we coexist in 
peace and harmony? Do people ponder and realize how 
human beings are created by God and how societies have 
flourished since the time immemorial. 

He is the One Who created you from dust, then from a 
sperm-drop, then ‘developed you into’ a clinging clot ‘of 
blood’, then He brings you forth as infants, so that you may 
reach your prime, and become old—though some of you 
“may” die sooner—reaching an appointed time, so perhaps 
you may understand ‘Allah's power.”"(Al-Quran, 40: 67) 
This understanding is critical to peacemaking and 
ensuring peaceful coexistence within the universe. The 
continued bombardments and missile attacks on civilians 
will increase tragic tensions, not the unity of the masses 


MILITARY AID PLEDGES TO UKRAINE 
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largeted by war machines. 

Witness to human tragedies - are we waiting for the 
Third World War? 

We the People, We the Humanity are reliving the 
unthinkable horrors, bloodbaths and massacres of 
innocent civilians watching daily news about sufferings in 
Ukraine and what happened during the two Luropean 
World Wars - still fresh on human slate of memories. The 
NATO, the EU, the US and Russia created strategic divides 
and still breathe in perpetuated animosities. What a 
human catastrophe and ignorance; they cannot think 
outside the mindless box. They all invest in military 
campaigns and military solutions. There is no check and: 
balance strategy open to international accountability - no 
international Jaw and no so-called preservation of the 
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Geneva Conventions. Contrary to the official statements, 
the daily killings of the civilians go unabated acrog, 
Ukraine-Russia conflict theatre. The UN Secretary. 
General and the NATO Chief react in confusion to Russian, 
annexation of the Eastern regions as if NATO is not jn 
conflict with Russia and is only providing assistance t, 
defend Ukraine. They all watched from distance what wag 
happening in Crimea since 2014. The Western leaders 
demonstrate moral perversion, lacking confidence anq 
intellect to deal with unusual emergencies and crying wolf 
being unable to find workable solutions. They faltered to 
challenge Russia directly, yet they claim to be fighting 
against ‘aggression’. To make peace with Russia and 
between Russia and Ukraine and the West, they needed 
new creative initiatives to talk and 
discover ways and means to end the 
regional hostilities. When ignorant and 
wicked leaders transgress the limits of 
the laws of God and target the innocents, 
they are often punished for violating the 
basic covenant of human life on Earth. We 
call it change in historic landscape. 

Every beginning has its end. Those 
looking for military confrontations and 
solutions are mindless figures. The few 
obsessed with invincible armies and 
political powers - the self-centred 
maniacs - all causing massive death and 
destruction to endanger life, human 
habitats and the sanctity of planet Earth. 
The need is urgent to understand how to 
change the egoistic and embittered 
insanity of few warlords into equilibrium 
of balanced relationship between man, 
life and God, given living universe in 
which we all live. If we remain bent on 
yam ignoring the living time and opportunt 
ai vag ties for peaceful change, our 


Norway commonsense could lead to a cataclysmuc 
ending. We the People of conscience 
invite you to rethink who you are, your 
origin and what life and death mean in the real world, Te 
make peace and resolve the conflict’ peacefully, this 
author proposed a rational framework of direct 
communication between President Putin, President Bidet. 
NATO, the EU and Ukraine leadership at the earliest in 4 
piece “Why Russia, NATO, the EU and Ukraine cannot 
Make Peace?” & 


Dr. Mahboob A, Khawaja specializes in international 
affairs global security, peace and conflict resolution with 
heen interests in blamic Western comparative cultures 
and civilizations, and author of several publications 
including the lates One Humanity and the Remaking © 
Global Peace, Security and Conflict Resolution. Germany: 
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The Communist Party of China (CPC) concluded, on October 22, its twice-a-decade congress, which was held in the Chinese 
capital of Beijing. This year, this week-long session saw more than 2,300 delegates electing various leadership groups. The 
party also elected the incumbent President, Xi Jinping, as its general secretary for a precedent-breaking, historic third term in 


power. Later, President Xi introduced a new top governing body stacked with his loyalists, cementing his place as the country's 


most powerful ruler since Mao Zedong. 


Chinese President Xi Jinping secured an unusual 
third term as leader of the Chinese Communist 
Party, the country's most powerful position, 


| C 
after a weeklong Party congress session that 
ended on Oct. 22. During the meeting, some key 


Communist party leaders retired from the 


powerful seven-member Politburo standing committee — 
and several of Xi's closest allies and protégés were instated. 
Addressing the closing session, Xi Jinping, said that China 
would open its door wider to the rest of the world. "We'll be 
steadfast in deepening reform and opening-up across the 
board, and in pursuing high-quality development," Xi said 
when meeting the press at the Great Hall of the People, 
noting that a prosperous China will create many more 
opportunities for the world. 

A unanimously approved resolution on alterations to the 
party charter mandates that all party members “uphold 


gsc 


M. Sheraz 
Comrade Xi Jinping's core position on the Party Central 
Committee and in the Party as a whole.” 
With the announcement of significant political resolutions 
on the last day of this important political gathering, China's 
president, Xi Jinping, has increased his influence as a 
figurehead and improved his standing within the history of 
the party. Here we present key takeaways from the congress. 
New Politburo Standing Committee 
On Oct. 23, an event that marks that a series of important 
political agendas surrounding the 20th CPC National 
Congress came to a successful conclusion, members of the 
Standing Committee of the Politburo - China's equivalent of 
the presidential cabinet and the country's most powerful 
political body - appeared before the press at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing. In his address at the gathering, 
President Xi presented the six other members: Li Qiang, 
Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, and Li Xi. 
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This group is considered the elite of the elite within the 
party, and getting to the top often requires not only a stellar 
political track record, but also deft manoeuvring of internal 
rivalries. Effectively handpicked by President Xi Jinping, 
most of them are new to the team apart from Zhao Leji and 
Wang Huning. Most, if not all, are, however, seen to be Xi 
loyalists as all six of them have worked with him over many 


years. Most significant is Li Qiang, the Shanghai party. 


secretary. He will replace Premier Li Keqiang, who is being 
bundled into retirement. The new SCP reflects the further 
ascendancy of a harder line Xi faction in the Chinese 
leadership and a setback for the party's liberalising wing. 
The event marked the start of the next stage of China's 
journey to build itself into a modern socialist country by 
2035, and to become a great modern socialist country in all 
respects by the middle of this century. 

Breaking with a tradition of factional checks and balances 
stretching back to Mao's death in 1976, Xi installed a 
leadership configuration of loyalists at the extreme end of 
predictions. Some analysts had expected — or hoped for — 
the inclusion of a token member not allied with Xi. 


The Communist Party of China 


Leadership structure after 20 Congress 


Xi Jinping 
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Future development trajectory 

While delivering a report at the congress, President Xi said 
that China would accelerate creating a new development 
pattern and pursue high-quality development. "We must 
fully and faithfully apply the new development philosophy 
on all fronts, continue reforms to develop the socialist 
market economy, promote high-standard opening-up, and 
accelerate efforts to foster a new pattern of development 
that is focused on the domestic economy and features 
positive interplay between domestic and international 
economic flows," Xi said. 

At the congress, a blueprint for China's future development 
has been mapped out. As the world economy is facing a 
tough situation this year, with probably tougher prospects 
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for the next, China's economic outlook carries globaj 
significance. Voicing their confidence in China's future 
growth, business communities worldwide believe that 
China's modernization stride and innovation-driven growth 
will inject more certainty into the global economy. 
Security over any other thing 

Xi's opening speech at the congress points to a profound 
reshuffling of the CPC's priorities, with security replacing 
economic development at the top of the list. This was the 
first time since the CPC took power in 1949 that the 
paramount leader mentioned “security” more than 
“economy.” Xi insisted that security is the precondition for 
economic development: “National security is the foundation 
of national rejuvenation, and social stability is the 
precondition for national strength.” In the event of a trade- 
off between security and development, the former wins. The 
case in point is Xi's decision “absolutely” not to waver on his 
zero-Covid policy, despite its devastating impact on the 
economy. 

Xi's definition of security, however, extends far beyond 
military matters and includes food, digital, energy and 
labour skills. This reflects China's deep anxieties 
about constraints on its access to high-tech supply 
chains and food and energy shortages, as 
geopolitical tensions with the West deepen. 

On growth, Xi seeks to define success not by 
headline growth figures, but by progress in tackling 
scarcity faced by certain segments of society, 
thereby meeting “people's ever-growing needs fora 
better life.” To this end, the Party must devise a 
detailed strategy for managing the financial risks 
associated with the downsizing of China's property 
sector, without damaging the personal wealth of 
millions of people. The urgent pursuit of greater 
security must be combined with measures that 
promote jobs and qualitative growth as Chinese 
cities emerge from long and severe pandemic 
lockdowns. 

More power, more accountability 

Having packed his leadership team with allies, and 
with the party constitution amended to enshrine 
Xi's authority and ideas as its "core", Xi sits virtually 
unchallenged, for the time being, at the apex of a 
political organisation that oversees a country with 
the world's second largest economy, a rapidly modernising 
military and, perhaps most importantly, global ambitions to 
match its growing economic and military strength. It means 
China under Xi will continue to assert itself forcefully in 
what he calls “the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”. 
Xi's assertiveness - in contrast to his predecessors Jiang 
Zemin and Hu Jintao - is unsettling for China's regional 
neighbours, including Australia, and for a US-led Western 
alliance more generally, Xi's election, thus, may provoke 
stronger international pushback from the US-led Western 


countries, 
Doubling down 


Xi opened the congress with a speech indicating continuity 
in policy direction even as he rebranded his vision for the 
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path ahead as "Chinese-style modernisation" and 
emphasised security in an increasingly dangerous world. He 


reiterated that "China will open its door wider to the rest of 


the world,” and pointed out that "just as China cannot 
develop in isolation from the world, the world needs China 
for its development." 

China's economy faces a number of challenges at home and 
abroad - including Beijing's zero-Covid policies and the 
trade conflict with the US. It has grown 3.9% in the July to 
September quarter from the same time last year, beating 
estimates. The decision made at the congress indicates that 
there will be more direct party-state direction of the 
economy. 

In this context, a huge challenge to President Xi's 
development strategy is, of course, his “zero Covid" policy 
that has weighed heavily with its nationwide shutdowns. 
This also contributed to a stuttering economy to the point 
where GDP growth is faltering for the first time in decades. 
The World Bank has cut its forecast for 2022 GDP growth to 
just 2.8%, from a previous forecast of 5.5%. GDP growth in 
2021 was 8.1%. With a collapsing real estate sector weighing 
on a stretched banking system, the economy is Xi's 
vulnerability. Getting the numbers from his comrade: to 
endorse himself and his underlings in leadership roles is 
one thing; shifting the economy back on track is quite 
another. 

Xiis here to stay 

When Xi joined the Standing Committee in 2007, it was clear 
from his age and from the makeup of the committee that he 
was on track to replace Hu Jintao, who held China's top post 
of party general secretary, once Hu's second term ended in 
2012. 

There has been no heir-apparent since Xi assumed power, 
and he kept it that way. 

None of the Standing Committee newcomers are young 
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The absence of a clear successor indicates that Xi may want 
to remain beyond three terms, increasing p ‘icy risk and 
unpredictability the longer he is in power, anal) sts say. 
The lack of a successor creates key-man risk - Xi is 69 - and 
undermines the orderly leadership transition norms that 
were put in place after the 1966-1976 Cultural Revolution to 
avoid arepeat of Mao's struggles to hold power indefinitely. 
Analysis 
China is a major country with nearly one-fifth of the world's 
population and more than 18 percent ot the global economy. 
Its political stability is good news for the whole world. The 
20th CPC National Congress not only provides a clear plan 
for the next step of development, but also ensures a strong 
leadership core can guarantee its implementation. This 
gives the world stabilized expectations in observing and 
understanding China. Many analysts outside China have 
emphasized the continuity of China's development 
direction and policies after the 20th CPC National Congress, 
which is rare in the current international situation full of 
uncertainties. 
China is embar] ing on a long journey, one filled with glories 
and dreams. In the face of changes in the worid, times, and 
history, China's determination to take the road of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics will not change, its determina- 
tion to learn from others and practice win-win cooperation 
vith other countries will not change, and its determination 
to walk hand in hand with the world will not change. The 
CP * has provided both China with a clear sense of direction 
and great certainty. This is very rare and extremely valuable 
for a world entering a new phase of turbulence and 
transfo"mation. 8) 

The writer is a member of staff. 
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MIDDLE EAST 


CONFLICTS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 


Globalization and the new wars 


"illlaiaisP 
Ayeza Fatima 


Globalization — simply put, the process a a ae sal ; 
.. 2 arket liberalization, new communication technologies and 
of achieving a world without borders — the rapid movement of capital have made it easier for non- 


has brought significant changes state actors to obtain power and profits when there is a 
decline in the state authority. 


internationally, pushing economic, With the Arab Spring, many authoritarian Arab states 
political, social and cultural interde- could not preserve their authority and experienced 

‘ spurring revolts. This lack of control allowed non-state 
pendence to the highest level. How- interest groups like regional warlords or private companies to benefit 


ever, in a globalized world, wars have from war. In addition, high interdependence between state and non- 
state actors caused other parties to get involved in conflicts. 
A war without the involvement of other state and non-state actors is 
to end. no longer possible in the Middle East, and these characters are not all 
local. To put it precisely: A war without the participation of 
international actors has become impossible in the region. 
The term “new wars” should be fully examined in order to 
understand to what extent cOnteniporaty Middle Eastern 
Ne wars differ from “old wars.’ 
British academic Mary Kaldor coined the term “new 


wars” to explain the changing features of the conflicts 
‘< \ in the late 1900s and 2000s. According to her theory, 


the tendency to spread, and are harder 


recent wars are the result of globalization. She 
identifies four main differences between old and 
new wars; namely the actors, goals, methods and 
financing. 
New actors of wars 
Firstly, the actors involved in wars have 
significantly changed over time. Classic wars were 
fought between different countries by the 
traditional armies of the states. In new wars, there 
are many new players. Prussian theorist Gen. Carl 
von Clausewitz's famous three principles of war - 
government, military and people - are not enough to 
explain the complex characteristics of the wars of today. 
The new wars are fought between various state and non- 
state actors. The armed forces of states, private security 
contractors, mercenaries, ideological or religious groups, 
paramilitaries and more are all actors in the new wars. 
All of these players can be seen in the Syrian civil war, for instance. 
In this conflict, there are state actors involved such as the United 
States, Russia, Turkey, Iran and Iraq; and non-state actors like Daesh, 
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the PKK/YPG, Hezbollah, paramilitary groups, private 
contractors from other states and mercenary groups. The 
makeup of the belligerents of the Yemeni and Libyan civil 
wars is also similar, involving several state and non-state 
actors. 

Ideologies in decay 

The second big difference between old and new wars is in 
their objectives. The motivation of the old wars was to 
take control of territories to fulfil geopolitical interests or 
to spread ideologies like socialism or capitalism (Kaldor 
states “socialism or democracy.” In her example, however, 
defining democracy as an ideology is controversial 
because democracy is a form of government that can show 
itself in different ideologies). 

By the end of the Cold War, the bipolar world order 
collapsed and liberal institutions were now running the 
new global system. This development put an end to wars 
of ideas since there is only one winner. Spreading 
ideologies is not the primary goal of many post-Cold War 
conflicts. 

Wars needed a new objective, and the principle of identity 
rushed to help. The Arab Spring started with pro- 


democracy calls, however, the demand for democracy was 
a weak reason to ‘sustain political mobilization. 
Eventually, the Arab Spring revolts' characteristics 
changed and became more identity-centred. 

The issue of identity was also prominent in old wars, just 
like the new. The warring sides of new wars are clustered 
around identities. Following the approach of new wars, 
mobilizing masses through identity became an aim of 
contemporary conflicts rather than a tool. 

However, identity is still an instrument rather than an aim. 
While it varies for every warring side, the main objective of 
wars cannot be oversimplified to identities. The goals of 
wars are determined by the interaction between identities, 
ideologies, economic variables and geopolitical 
expectations. 

The ideological goals of war are not common anymore. 
But identity is still an effective instrument to obtain 
economic and political power. In new wars, identity 
Politics is the best way to achieve political mobilization in 
today's world. 


Sale On CSS PMS Books 


In the Yemeni civil war, groups have been mobilized 
around their religious identities. Also, there are groups 
mobilized around ethnic or religious identities in Syria. 
The justification of the sides evolved and became more 
identity-centred rather than idea-centered, but the goals 
of the belligerents remained the same. 

However, identity-centred wars are not unique to the post- 
Cold War era. There is no significant difference between 
the Lebanese civil war (1975-1990) and the Syrian or 
Yemeni civil wars in the context of identities. Also, there 
were many identity-based revolts in the post-colonial era 
in the Middle East. In this direction, the “new wars” are not 
that new for the Middle East. 

Methods and forms of finance 

The economic benefits of territorial gains decreased with 
technological improvements “and globalization. 
Controlling geopolitically important ‘territories is still 
important; however, the way the territories are captured 
and controlled has changed. 

Displacing populations by forcibly removing people of 
certain identities is far easier and less costly than 
ensuring territorial control through military means. In the 
_ new Middle Eastern wars, population displacement 
can shatter the balance of power. 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately 6.7 million 
Syrians are refugees or asylum-seekers, and 6.6 
million are internally displaced. Overall, 13.4 million 
Syrians have been forcefully displaced, accounting for 
more than half of the country's population. 

“ The ways wars are financed have also changed. States 
- used to be the main financers of conflicts, using 
4, taxation or external patrons to fund the old wars. With 
the involvement of regional and global non-state 
actors, economies of new wars become a component 
of a decentralized international economy. 

Smuggling, drug trafficking and human trafficking 
playa significant role in the new wars of the Middle East. 
In addition, this illegal economy requires the continuation 
of the war, making new wars likely to dismantle the state 
rather than help state-building. 

Considering their actors, aims, techniques and financing 
methods, it is not hard to differentiate the Syrian, Yemeni 
and Libyan civil wars from old wars. They can be referred 
to as new wars, considering the wars before the 1950s. 
During the Cold War, new and old wars coexisted. It is 
possible to find common features between today's 
conflicts in the Middle East and conflicts in the Cold War 
period. 

Today, there are more “new wars” than “old wars” in the 
world. Outdated strategies that view the contemporary 
wars in the Middle East as “old wars” are likely to fail. 
Understanding the effects of globalism on these wars 
plays a key role in building better policies and helping 


them end. 
The writer is a student at UMT, Lahore. 
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M. Bilal Butt 
On February 01, Amnesty International released its new, damning report titled as “Israel's Apartheid against Palestinians” wherein 
it asserted that the Israeli state governed Palestinians in "a system of oppression and domination,” which met the international 
definition of "apartheid." The London-based organization further stated that Israel was implementing a system of “segregation, 
dispossession and exclusion” that amounted to crimes against humanity. “This system is maintained by violations which Amnesty 
International found to constitute apartheid as a crime against humanity,” the group said in a statement. Amnesty called on the UN 
Security Council to impose a comprehensive arms embargo on Israel, as well as ‘targeted sanctions, such as asset freezes, against 


Israeli officials most implicated in the crime of apartheid.” 


ona 


Decades of Israeli lies are finally being exposed 


committed against the Palestinian population,” creating 
‘an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and 
domination over Palestinians.” 

The comprehensive report, Israel's Apartheid against 
Palestinians: Cruel System of Domination and Crime 
against Humanity, sets out how massive seizures of 
Palestinian land and property, unlawful killings, forcible 
transfer, drastic movement restrictions, and the denial of 
nationality and citizenship to Palestinians are all 


mnesty International joined, on O01 February, 
the New York-based Human Rights Watch, 
Jerusalem-based B'Tselem rights group 
B'Tselem and other leading human rights 
groups in stating that Israel's “system of 
oppression and domination” over the 
Palestinians amounts to the international 
definition of apartheid. In its new 278-page report, which 
has been compiled over a period of four years, the 


London-based rights group has details “inhuman or 
inhumane acts of forcible transfer, administrative 
detention, torture, unlawful killings and serious injuries, 
and the denial of basic rights and freedoms or persecution 
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components of a system which amounts to apartheid 
under international law. This system is maintained by 
violations which Amnesty International found to 
constitute apartheid as a crime against humanity, as 
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Palestinians treated as a demographic threat 

Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has pursued a policy of establishing and then maintaining a Jewish demographic majority, and maximizing contro! 
over land and resources to benefit Jewish Israelis. In 1967, Israel extended this policy to the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Today, all territories controlled 
by Israel continue to be administered with the purpose of benefiting Jewish Israelis to the detriment of Palestinians, while Palestinian refugees continue 
tobe excluded. 

Al's report shows that successive Israeli governments have considered Palestinians a demographic threat, and imposed measures to control and 
decrease their presence and access to land in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. These demographic aims are well illustrated by official 
plans to “Judaize” areas of Israel and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, which continue to put thousands of Palestinians at risk of forcible 


transfer. 


defined in the Rome Statute and Apartheid Convention. 
"Amnesty International concludes that the State of Israel 
considers and treats Palestinians as an inferior non- 
Jewish racial group," the report said. In the words of 
Agnes Callamard, secretary general of Amnesty 
International, "What we have found is a system, a system 
of laws, policies, practices, intricate bureaucratic 
bureaucratized, that are there in order to ensure control 
and domination of the Palestinian people.” 

Israeli representatives — after failing to stop Amnesty 
from publishing the report — were quick to denounce it, 
calling it radical and antisemitic. Commentators, 
meanwhile, applauded the 
“groundbreaking” reports, calling 
this moment a “reckoning.” 

The fact is that Palestinians have 
painstakingly documented the 
reality of apartheid for the past ' 
seven decades. Their voices 
shouldn't require validation from 
international organizations. Yet it's 
still sobering to see these 
organizations receiving the same 
attacks that Palestinians often get 


for speaking the truth. 
The Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch 


reports detail four major pillars of Israeli apartheid across 
the whole of Palestine and Palestinians: intent to oppress 
and dominate the Palestinian people; fragmentation into 
domains of control; segregation and control; and 


dispossession of land and property. 
However, Amnesty makes the distinction of saying that 


apartheid and domination include Palestinians across the 
entirety of historic Palestine. This is a step in the right 
direction, given that human rights groups have often 
focused on Israeli discriminatory practices only in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

For too long, the media, politicians and even human rights 
organizations have ignored the deep essence of apartheid. 
This isn't just about the intentional discrimination 
between non-Jewish Palestinians and Jewish Israelis. The 
settler-colonialist practices of Israeli abuse and apartheid 
vary across the West Bank, Gaza, Jerusalem, historic 
Palestine and the diaspora, and have fractured the 
collective Palestinian experience. 
The findings of human rights 
organizations are not just mere 
accusations and allegations; they 
outline Israeli apartheid practices 
through concrete evidence. But why 
are these organizations doing work 
that should be carried out by the 
International Criminal Court? It's 
clear even our own corrupt 
Palestinian “representatives” have 
also failed in making the case, since 
they are more concerned with securing their own power 
rather than justice. 

For too long Israel has been able to avoid deep scrutiny 
over its practices of systemic repression. But the 
campaign to discredit and vilify is intensifying. Rights 
groups are being targeted and labelled terrorist 
organizations. 

But there are other, perhaps less obvious, ways in which 


International Community Inaction 

Despite the legal remedies that exist and the other action that could have been taken, for over seven decades, the international community has stood by 
as Israel has been given free rein to dispossess, segregate, control, oppress and dominate Palestinians. The numerous UN Security Council 
resolutions adopted over the years have remained unimplemented with Israel facing no repercussions for actions that have violated international law 
apart from formulaic condemnations. 

Without taking any meaningful action to hold Israel to account for its systematic and widespread violations and crimes under international law against 
the Palestinian population, the international community has contributed to undermining the international legal order and has emboldened Israel to 
continue perpetrating crimes with impunity. In fact, some states have actively supported Israel's violations by supplying it with arms, equipment and 
other tools to perpetrate crimes under international law and by providing diplomatic cover, including at the UN Security Council, to shield it from 
accountability. By doing so, they have completely failed the Palestinian people and have only exacerbated Palestinians’ lived experience as people with 
lesser rights and inferior status to Jewish Israelis. : 

Meanwhile, addressing Israeli violations against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip merely within the framework of international 
humanitarian law, and separately from the violations perpetrated against Palestinians in Israel, has failed to tackle the root causes of the conflict and 

- achieve any form of accountability and justice for the victims. 
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Recommendations to United Nations 

Human Rights Council 

Asacouncil and through the mandates it creates: 

e Assess whether the denial of nationality, restrictions on movement, 
freedom of assembly, association and religion, participation in 
public life, and access to healthcare, education, livelihoods, 
housing, employment, food security, and water and sanitation, 
constitute crimes under international law, in particular the crime 
against humanity of apartheid. 

e Provide recommendations and assistance designed to dismantle 
these and other systems of oppression and domination. 

Security Council 

e Impose targeted sanctions, such as asset freezes, against Israeli 
Officials most implicated in the crime of apartheid. 

e Impose a comprehensive arms embargo on Israel. The embargo 
should cover the direct and indirect supply, sale or transfer, 
including transit and trans-shipment of all weapons, munitions 
and other military and security equipment, including the provision 
of training and other military and security assistance. 

e Explore avenues to bring rerpetrators of crimes under international 
law to justice, in particular if Israel itself fails to investigate and 
prosecute those responsible for crimes against humanity and 
other human rights violations perpetrated against the Palestinian 
population in Israel and the OPT. This could include referring the 
entire situation to the ICC or establishing an international tribunal 
to try alleged perpetrators of international crimes. 

General Assembly 

Re-establish the Special Committee against Apartheid, which was 

originally established under UN General Assembly Resolution 1761 

(XVII) of 6 November 1962, to focus on all situations, including Israel 

and the OPT, where the serious human rights violation and crime 

against humanity of apartheid are being committed and to bring 
pressure on those responsible to disestablish these systems of 
oppression and domination. 

Office of Prosecutor of ICC 

e Consider the applicabiity ot the crime against humanity of 
apartheid within the current formal investigation of crimes under 
international law committed in the OPT since 13 June 2014. 


Israel distracts from its abuses. The fact that rights 
groups are now echoing each other, for instance, traps us 
all in a debate loop, protracting the necessary legal 
actions. Another strategic approach is the way Israel 
weaponizes charges of anti-Semitism to manipulate and 
gaslight. 

An Israeli ambassador to the United Nations once accused 
the international body of colluding with “supporters of 
terror” for addressing Israel's military occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza. The head of the American Jewish 
Committee warned that to “equate the liberal democratic 
State of Israel with the system of apartheid in South Africa 
is nothing short of a canard, a libel.” Yet until today, as a 
state recognized in the United Nations, Israel has not 
ratified the apartheid Convention. 

The baseless attacks would be tragically comical if they 
didn't pose a serious obstruction to our pursuit of dignity 
and freedom. One day Israel supporters are calling movie 
stars and ice cream companies antisemitic over social 
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~ Itis with great sadness that | must also 
er conclude that my country has sunk to 
™ such political and moral depths that it 


%, isnowan apartheid regime. It is time 
for the international community 
to recognise this reality as well. 


Michael Benyair, 
&& a former Israeli Attorney General and a former 
acting judge in the Israeli Supreme Court 


media, the next they're trying to shut down debate with 
“What about Hamas?” or the paternalistic “Palestinian 
leadership is the real problem for Palestinians, not Israel.” 
They falsely conflate confronting Israeli repression as 
attacking the right of Jewish people to exist. 

But now, some are seeing the reality that Palestinians have 
decried for decades. Israel, for its part, seems more intent 
on attacking the apartheid label than doing anything to 
actually dismantle its apartheid regime. §) 


The writer is a member of staff. 


What is ‘apartheid’? 
Apartheid is a violation of public international law, a grave violation of 
internationally protected human rights, and a crime against humanity 
under international criminal law. 
The term “apartheid” was originally used to refer to a political system in 
South Africa which explicitly enforced racial segregation, and the 
domination and oppression of one racial group by another. It has since 
been adopted by the international community to condemn and 
criminalize such systems and practices wherever they occur in the 
world. 
The crime against humanity of apartheid under the Apartheid 
Convention, the Rome Statute and customary international law is 
committed when any inhuman or inhumane act (essentially a serious 
human rights violation) is perpetrated in the context of an 
institutionalised regime of systematic oppression and domination by 
one racial group over another, with the intention to maintain that system. 
Apartheid can best be understood as a system of prolonged and cruel 
discriminatory treatment by one racial group of members of another with 
the intention to control the second racial group. 
Three main international treaties prohibit apartheid, including the 1973 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid. 
The Convention defines apartheid as "inhuman acts committed for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining domination by one racial group 
of persons over any other racial group of persons and systematically 
oppressing them”. 
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May 31, Israel Signed a big free trade 
agreement” with the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), the first of its kind with an Arab ountry, 
according to the Israeli Embassy in the UAE. 
Under the deal, customs duties between Israel 
and the UAE will be eliminated on 96% of 
Products, including food, agriculture, 
cosmetics, medical equipment and medicine, 
the statement said. The pact was signed in Dubai by 
Israel's Minister for Economy and Industry, Orna Barbiv ai, 
and her counterpart, UAE Minister for Economy, Abdulla 
bin Touq al-Marri, after months of negotiations. 
Background 
In September 2020, the UAE and Israel signed a US- 
sponsored deal, “The Abraham Accord’ to normalize their 
relations. Since then, the two countries exchanged official 
visits by senior officials and have signed dozens of 
bilateral agreements in various fields, including 
investment, banking services and tourism. 
Key Highlights 
Trade between the Two Countries 
In comparison to 2020, Israel's Central Bureau of 
Statistics recorded more than a 30% increase in import 
and export of goods, excluding diamonds, to and from the 
United Arab Emirates. 

¢ Two-way trade in 2021 totalled some USD 900 
million. 

e  Non-oil trade surpassed reached USD 1.06 billion 
in the first three months of 2022 - a five-fold 
increase from the same period last year. 

Significance 

1. Builds on the US-brokered Normalisation of Relations 
¢ The deal shows the durability of a series of 
diplomatic deals in 2020 known as the Abraham 
Accords, which normalized relations between 
Israel and four Muslim countries—the UAE, 
Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan. 
2. Great Economic Potential 

e* Israel's relationship with the UAE has great 
economic potential due to the geographic and 
cultural proximity between the peoples, as well 
as the UAE's unique characteristics. 
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Magazine Desk 
* The UAE is the second largest economy in the 
Arab world (after Saudi Arabia), with significant 
weight placed on technology products and 
advanced solutions, where Israel holds a relatiy 
advantage. 
3. Faster Access to Markets and Lower Tariffs 

e Businesses in both countries will benefit from 
faster access to markets and lower tariffs as 
these nations work together to increase trade, 
create jobs, promote new skills and deepen 
cooperation. 

e The accord would remove tariffs on 96% of 
goods, including food, agriculture, cosmetics, 
medical equipment and medicine. 

e The agreement also relates to regulatory and 
standardization issues, customs, collaboration, 
government procurement, e-commerce and 
intellectual property rights. 

4. Boost up Trade 

e _ This deal will push the value of non-oil bilateral 
trade between Israel and the UAE beyond $10 
billion. 

e UAE-Israel trade will exceed $2 billion in 2022, 
rising to around $5 billion in five years, bolstered 
by collaboration in renewables, consumer goods, 
tourism and the life sciences sectors. 

5. Israel can Gain Foothold in International Market 

e The agreement defines tax rates, imports and 
intellectual property, which would encourage 
more Israeli companies to set up offices in the 
UAE, particularly in Dubai, which serves as a hub 
for the Middle East, Asia and Africa—markets 
where Israel has struggled to gain a foothold. 

e The UAE predicts that the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement, as the accord 
is known, would boost bilateral trade to more 
than $10bna year within five years. 

e The UAE-Israel Business Council predicts there 
will be almost 1,000 Israeli companies working in 
or through the UAE by the end of the year, doing 
business with South Asia, the Far East and the 
Middle East. m) 


0332-5339708 
All in One - Book XIV | 73 


MIDDLE EAST 


Aghazetaleem.com 


On July 16, President of 
the United States, Joe 
Biden, capped a four- 
day trip to the Middle 
East — his first trip to 
the region since taking 
office on January 20, 
2021 — during which he 
reaffirmed old 
commitments to allies 
and pushed for the 
acceleration of shifts 
already in motion, 
including Israeli-Arab 
normalisation. The trip 
came at a time of 
international and 
domestic crises for the 
US president, who had 
vowed to strengthen 
“promising trends” ina - 
“less pressurized” 
Middle East. The trip 
came out of necessity 
due to geopolitical 
realignments triggered 
by Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine and global 
economic challenges. 
Both of these broader 
developments have 
reminded Washington 
that addressing the 
challenges of Russia 
and China could not 
happen without the 


A 


Osman Khan 

President of the United States, Joe Biden, recently completed his ‘historic’ tour 
to the Middle East, his first to the region since entering the Oval Office. During 
his four-day visit, President Biden went to Israel and Saudi Arabia with an 
avowed aim to renew US engagement with the region and strengthen its 
strategic partnership with the regional allies. It is to be noted here that Joe 
: : Biden and his two predecessors - Barack Obama and Donald Trump - had 
Middle East. Biden's promised a partial disengagement from the Middle East to focus their country's attention 
visit reassures regional on China. As a matter of fact, President Biden rushed to withdraw American troops from 
allies of continued Afghanistan, handing over that country to the Taliban. Under his watch, Washington 
engagement, but itis distanced itself from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and returned e 
: nuclear talks with Iran. But, the Russian invasion of Ukraine caused the region to regain 

unlikely to mobilize importance in the world economy and for global stability. Accordingly, Biden spent four 
them around US goals. days in the region, from July 13 to 16, 2022, to reengage with the Middle East and to 
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lran-Russia-Turkey 


A new world order? 
Ever since the war in Ukraine began, the West has been trying to consolidate opposition to Russia. However, Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
worked to marshal his own base of international support. 
On the eve of President Joe Biden's trip to the Middle East, the Russian government announced that President Putin would make his own trip to the 
region aimed at boosting ties with Iran and discussing issues related to Russia's conflicts in Ukraine and Syria at a trilateral summit with the leaders of 
Iran and Turkey. This meeting took place on July 19, 2022, in Tehran as part of the "Astana Format," a process through which the three actors have 
negotiated their interests in Syria. That process has proved to be effective in reshaping the conflict map in Syria, but has not advanced a political vision 
for dealing with the conflict, leaving the format largely defunct. 
The symbolism of this meeting is cgnspicuous for three reasons. First, this was Vladimir Putin's highest profile visit since Russia attacked Ukraine on 
February 24. Putin's aim in Tehran was to convey the message that Russia is not as isolated as the West portrays it to be. 
Second, the talks came on the heels of US President Joe Biden's Middle East tour, where he tried to reassure traditional US partners about US security # 
commitments to the region; further solidify the anti-Iran regional bloc and align on China and Russia. t 
Third, it coincided with Turkey's attempts to mend ties with UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Egypt, and at a time when tensions between Ankara and | 
Tehran relations are growing. Uncertainty over the revival of the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA) also looms large. Whether or to what extent Turkey 
will join the growing anti-Iran coalition in the region is a question thatis on the minds of many actors. 
For Iran, this was a major prestige visit. Supreme Leader Ayatollah Knamenei got to host the leaders of Russia and Turkey in individual meetings. Iran 
is presented as holding court in the region, just a week after US President Joe Biden was in Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
An unintended consequence of Russia's invasion of Ukraine is that it has now set the world on a new course. Iranian media has begun to speak of a 
“new world order’ in which US hegemony is weakened. Russia's TASS media also highlights the weakening of the West and the “multipolar” world that 
it believes we are now entering. That means Iranian and Russian media have the same narrative take on the meetings. This level of message discipline 
among Moscow, Tehran and Ankara is unusual. They may have shared some interests in the past, but today their interests appear to be coinciding to an 
unprecedented degree. 


meee ese eee eee eee eee eee eee eee esse wees esses seeesesessssss=s 


“strengthen America's strategic partnership” with its | aimed to reassure Israel about a potential deal with Iran, 
allies. Having visited Israel and Palestine, the US president promise financial support for Palestinians in contrast to 
met with Gulf leaders in Saudi Arabia, which he had the exclusion policy pursued by Domald Trump, and 
previously vowed to turn into a “pariah.” returir to a working relationship with Saudi Arabia given 
“The United States is going to remain an active, engaged | the global energy challenges. All these efforts amount to 
partner in the Middle East,” Biden told Arab leaders during the US’ re-engagement with the region. Given the growing 
a summit in the Saudi city of Jeddah. US competition with Russia and China, many experts were 
Why this visit? predicting that the United States has decided to leave the 
in an essay published in The Washington Post on July 09, | Middle East but this visit has made it clear to them that the 
President Biden wrote that he will be visiting the Middle global superpower is not retreating from the region as its 
East to “start a new and more promising chapter of | president has made a plan to protect its interests in the 
America’s engagement there. This trip comes at a vital | region. A new strategy has also been announced wherein 


time for the region, and it will advance impor | Saudi Arabia and the UAE will play the main role while 
tant American interests.” He further Israel and India will be the auxiliaries to provide the 
added: “A more secure and integrated eel. necessary facilities to ensure the success of this 
Middle East benefits Americans in many Bt strategy. 

ways. Its waterways are essential to ‘a 1. Extending the Abraham Accords 
global trade and the supply chains we ih Ce Py “s te; ; President Biden made it clear 
rely on. Its energy resources are vital + ~ % ; >, before leaving on his trip that 
for mitigating the impact on global * oo : pushing for normalization 


between Israel and Arab 
countries - particularly 
Saudi Arabia - would be a top 
priority. Saudi officials had 
previously said they would not 
normalise with Israel absent a 
viable Palestinian state. And so 
during his visit, Biden pushed for 
incremental normalising gestures 
between the two countries that fall 
short of fully establishing diplomatic 
relations. 
When he was in Israel, Biden announced 


supplies of Russia's war in 
Ukraine. And a region that's 
coming together through 
diplomacy and cooperation — 
rather than coming apart 
through conflict — is less 
likely to give rise to violent 
extremism that threatens 
our homeland or new wars 
that could place new burdens on 
US military forces and their families.” 
From his thoughts and the events that unfolded 
before, during and after this visit suggest that Biden 
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that Saudi Arabia has agreed (Oe 


to open its airspace to all air } Joe Biden's Middle East trip 


carriers, including Israeli 
planes, hailing the move as 
“historic”. 

Washington also helped © 
secure an agreement to | 
transfer two Red Sea islands I 
from Egyptian to Saudi 
sovereignty, which required | 
Israeli consent. Biden | 
portrayed the pact asamajor | . 
achievement, describing it as 


normalisation agreements, 


US president makes his first regional tour since taking office last year, with stops in Israel, the 
occupied West Bank and Saudi Arabia. He is due to hold talks with Israeli, Palestinian and 
Saudi officials, as well as attend a summit of Gulf and regional allies in Jeddah. 
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a“historic deal to transforma | Bees ’ i 
flashpoint at the heart of the © : » pet eb eta 
Middle East wars into an area | oats wnsronttncetD a be sa . \ im reas 
of peace”. ' ‘or * a? es 
While Biden was not able to | = Cena ‘he oe \ Sok 
add new countries to the | | - ’ r~ 
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known as the “Abraham | 
Accords” — and brokered by | 
his predecessor Donald 
Trump, — he pushed on with 
US calls for regional 
economic and security 
integration that would 
include Israel. 

2. Energy crisis and Russia 
Although Biden and his top | 
aides stressed over the past 
weeks that the trip to the Middle East was not about oil, 
experts have argued that it is the energy crisis that has 
been the main factor behind the trip. It seems true 
especially given the fact that Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
resulted in a significant geopolitical earthquake in the 
energy world. Although the US and its allies tried to 
punish Russia through sanctions, this came at a cost in the 
form of high energy prices as well as food security 
challenges. 

Russia has been an important actor in energy markets not 
simply as a producer but through its ties to major energy 
players like Saudi Arabia. Russia consolidated its 
influence over OPEC through its engagement with the oil 
cartel. The organization is now often referred to as OPEC+, 
and the good old days of America asking OPEC to increase 
production are primarily gone. Increasing oil production 
and reducing oil prices is a more complicated affair 
nowadays as oil-producing countries have to consider the 
potential implications for their relations with Russia. 
President Biden's visit was a result of this urgency in 
energy markets but also to signal to Russia and China that 
the US would not soon abandon allies in the region. 
Despite committing to shift to cleaner energy sources, the 
Biden administration has not announced a serious energy 
transition strategy. Reduced US capacity in oil production 
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due to under-investment resulted in more vulnerability to 
fluctuations in oil prices. While the US could mobilize 
Europe against Russia, influence over energy markets 
remained a weakness. 
In Israel 
During the first leg of his trip, President Biden met with 
Israeli leaders to expand security ties with the nation and 
discuss countering efforts by Iran to destabilize the 
region. From the moment he landed at Ben Gurion Airport 
in Tel Aviv, Biden made a series of pronouncements 
reaffirming Washington's commitment to Israel's security 
and his own affinity for the country. He suggested that he 
identifies as a Zionist, echoing previous comments he has 
made over the years. “I did say and I say again, you need 
not be a Jew to be a Zionist,” he said. There, he repeatedly 
vowed to ensure that Iran does not acquire a nuclear 
weapon and said he believed diplomacy remained the best 
avenue to keep Tehran from obtaining one. However, his 
+hosts were sceptical at best as he is the person who had 
pushed for a revival of the Iran nuclear deal, which former 
President Donald Trump withdrew the US from in 2018. 
Standing alongside Biden at that news conference was 
Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid, who was dismissive 
about another nuclear deal as the means to prevent Iran 
from acquiring a nuclear weapon. 
"Words will not stop them, Mr President. Diplomacy will 
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not stop them. The only thing that will stop Iran is 
knowing that if they continue to develop their nuclear 
program, the free world will use force. The only way to 
stop them is to put a credible military threat on the table,” 
Lapid said. 
Iran was a main topic of discussion during this bilateral 
meeting, and the two leaders signed a new joint 
declaration aimed at expanding the security relationship 
between their nations and countering what they described 
as efforts by Iran to destabilize the region. The President 
reiterated the US' “ironclad commitment" to Israel's 
security. 

As he headed to occupied East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank, Biden struck a more balanced tone without 
explicitly criticising Israel. He appeared to liken the plight 
of Palestinians to that of Irish people who struggled under 
British colonialism. 

“My background and the background of 
my family is Irish American, and we 
have a long history not fundamentally 
unlike the Palestinian people with 
Great Britain,” he told a Palestinian 
audience in East Jerusalem. 
During the visit, Biden pledged 
$100m in additional aid to 
hospitals that serve 
Palestinians in the holy city. 
And after a meeting with 
Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, he also 
said Washington would 
continue to “insist on a 
full and transparent 
accounting” of the 
killing of Abu Akleh, who 
was fatally shot by Israeli 
forces in May. 

In Saudi Arabia 

Next, President Biden went to Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, where he attempted to reassure regional 
leaders that his administration remains committed to 
actively engaging in the Middle East, and not allowing 
Russia or China to expand their geopolitical influence. It 
was the most delicate stop for Biden because as the 
Democratic presidential candidate, he had, in 2020, 
Promised to avoid the Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin 
Salman because of his presumed involvement in the 
assassination of dissident Jamal Khashoggi. The tense 
nature of Biden's relationship with the Saudi Crown Prince 
can be gauged from the fact that Biden was received by 
Makkah Governor, Prince Khalid Al-Faisal at Jeddah 
Airport, while on the same day, an Arab head of state was 
received at the airport by Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman himself. 

Biden came to Jeddah seeking solutions to one of his top 
Political problems at home — high gas prices — as 
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diplomacy with the kingdom and other allies in the Middle 
East was seen as one of the few routes he could take to 
ease the pain at the pump. But, the trip did not produce 
any immediate announcements on increased oil 
production. 
The trip came amid high gas prices and widespread 
inflation in the US and across the globe, in part due to 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine that has been ongoing since 
February. The high gas and grocery prices in the US are 
putting stress on millions of Americans and represent a 
major political liability for Biden's Democratic Party in 
this year's midterm elections. 
While gas prices have been falling in recent weeks, high 
prices have become a thorn in Biden's side. White House 
officials said in the lead-up to the Saudi leg of the trip that 
they did not expect to be leaving with promises of 
increased oil production, and that prediction came true by 
the time Biden left the kingdom. 
However, President Biden did strike an optimistic 
note that regional leaders would soon take 
action given that the next OPEC 
meeting will take place in early 
August. 
"Based on our 
discussions today, 
I expect we'll see 
further steps in the 
coming weeks," 
Biden said after hours 
of meetings with Saudi 
leadership. 
Analysis 
The main goal of US 
President Joe Biden's tour 
of the Middle East was to 
reaffirm his country's 
willingness to engage in a 
region in which it has 
continually experienced setback 
after setback. One thing is clear at 
the end of this visit: it has left 
one disappointed. So, it is difficult to 
say this visit was a major success, given the fact that 
Biden's political goals were modest in the first place. Biden 
wanted to strengthen his hand against Iran by showing 
unity with Israel, but his refusal to talk about military 
options he may have, once again, exposed differences 
with Israel on Iran. He wanted to assure Palestinians 
through a commitment to a two-state solution but with no 
serious strategy offered. He wanted Saudi support on oil 
prices but offered no major security paradigm to push the 
Kingdom toward a new alignment. Biden may have 
achieved his modest goals, but it is doubtful they will 
create new regional momentum. 


The writer is an expert on International Law. 
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WHAT IS PEGASUS? 


Built and marketed by Israeli company NSO, Pegasus is a 
spyware that infects devices and spies on the victim by 
trensferring data to a master server in an unauthorised 
manner. The company claims to sell it only to “vetted 
foreign governments” worldwide 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


@ Pegasus, in the very basic form, can infect devices that 
are connected to the internet. Some updated versions, 
experts claim, can also infect phones even without the 
victim clicking on any links or messages 


@ Most spyware and 
stalkerware apps disguise 
themselves as anti-theft 
applications that can be 
used to track stolen or lost 
devices. While viruses and 
malware can be detected 
by anti-virus software, 
spyware and stalkerware 
apps disguise themselves 
as useful and send out 
stolen data to central 
servers without the 
knowledge of the users 


M. Ali Jawag - 


PEGASUS SPYWARE 


For many years, despite a long chain of revelations about the involvement 


of the Israeli company NSO and its spyware system called Pegasus, in 
attacking joumalists, Opposition and human rights activists around the 
world, and despite the company being blacklisted by the United States, 
most of the media, politicians and public in Israel commented with showing 
indifference and lack of interest, However, Israeli citizens are suddenly a 


huge interest in Pegasus because the notorious spyware is making the 


headlines again. Areport published recently in Israel's Calcalist newspaper 
has. revealed that the Israeli police Used it for spying on dozens of its own 
citizens - including senior government officials and protesters rallying up 
against former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The report has brought 
@months-iong intemational scandal into the world's most infamous hacker- 
for-hire company back to full circle, following reports that it was used by 
governments across the world fo spy on activists, journalists and even 
heads of state. 


HOW DOES IT 
INFECT A DEVICE? 


@ For spyware apps, the easiest method is to disguise the 
spying code inside the unauthorised versions of premium 
apps. On the other hand, stalkerware apps seek explicit 
permissions at the time of their installation 


@ Such stalkerware 
applications, once installed, 
hide themselves in the 
background, from where they 
continue functioning. 
Similarly, Pegasus infects 


PERMISSION 


TOACCESS 
nes and computers of 
aay arteand WHAT HAPPENS AFTERWARDS? 
vulnerabilities in most The software can, based on instructions from a 


commonly used apps such as 
WhatsApp, iMessage, or 
SMS, The software tries to 
gain “root privileges” so that 
they can become device 
administrators 


remote server, automatically turn on the camera and 
the microphone and look into chats, contacts and data 
backup. It can also record speech, access the calendar 
and read SMS-es and emails. The spyware software can 
continue sending signals to the controlling server till the 
time it ls detected 
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In a thumping victory for farmers, the Indian 
government has withdrawn three farm laws - 
the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm 
Services Act, 2020, the Farmers’ Produce Trade 
and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020, 
and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 - 
that had sparked year-long protests. The historic 
development came on the opening day of the winter 
session of the Indian parliament when both of its houses 
rushed through a bill to scrap the three.controversial farm 
Jaws. ‘ ‘ 

It is to be remembered here that farmers constitute a 
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particularly influential voting bloc in India, where over 
50% of the population is reliant on agriculture to make a 
living. Farming accounts for about 15% of the nation’s $2.7 
trillion economy and over two-thirds of farmers in the 
country own less than 1 hectare (2 acres) of land. 

The announcement also came on the day when Sikhs, who 
made up most of the protesters, celebrate the birth 
anniversary of Guru Nanak, who founded Sikhism. 

The laws have particularly alienated the Sikh community, 
which makes up the majority of the population in Punjab. 
Initially, the government had tried to discredit the Sikh 
farmers, with some leaders in Modi's party calling them 
"anti-nationals” and "Khalistanis," a derogatory reference 


INDIA'S FARM LAWS 


India's Parliament has voted to scrap agricultural reform laws that sparked a year of huge protests by farmers. This has come 
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi who, on November 19, appeared on the national TV and said, “Today | have come to tell you, 
the whole country, that we have decided to withdraw all three agricultural laws.” It was a surprise announcement and marks a 
major U-turn of PM Modi as his government had not taken any initiative to talk to farmers in recent months and his ministers have 
been steadfastly insisting that the laws were good for farmers and there was no question of taking them back. Farm unions are 
seeing this as a huge victory. But experts say the upcoming state elections in Punjab and Uttar Pradesh - both have a huge base 
of farmers - may have forced the decision. 
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toamovement for an independent Sikh homeland. 

Such allegations backfired, further angering the farmers. 
The Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, which sought to rescind 
the three laws passed in September 2020 by the 
Modi regime regarding the sale, pricing and 
storage of farm crops, was passed by Lok 
Sabha within minutes and, 


thereafter, it was introduced in 
Rajya Sabha and approved by 
voice vote. The whole exercise 
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Three 


Farm Laws 
4. Farmers Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
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Narendra Modi, with some saying his “strongman” image 
has taken a hit because of it. 

The Modi government had also exhorted that these laws 
will provide market access and will provide farmers 
with an alternative for selling their produce 
outside markets and without attracting 
any tax. This rollback, therefore, is a 


big blow to the free market 
access as promised by these 
farm laws. 


Act, 2020 
It was aimed at allowing trade in agricultural produce 
outside the existing APMC (Agricultural Produce Market 
Committee) mandis. 

2. Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 
Act, 2020 
It sought to provide a framework for contract farming. 
3. Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 
It was aimed at removing commodities such as cereals, 
pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and 
potato from the list of essential 
commodities. 


Another benefit of the farm laws 
as explained by the Modi 
government was to facilitate 
remunerative prices for farmers 
through competitive alternative 
trading channels but this 
announcement of rolling these 
laws back is a setback to all the 
perks offered by the laws to the 
farmers. 
With the repeal of these laws, the long 
impending demand of the farmers sitting 
on the protest for the last many months is 
fulfilled. It is a big win for farmers, who carried out 
one of the longest protests across the country. With the 
rollback of this reform, the farmers did lose so many 
‘promised’ changes, this major policy U-turn by PM Modi is 
a dent on his strongman image as well. But time will tell 
what impact this decision will have on farmers and poll- 
bound states. 
The rollback of agricultural laws has now shown that 
Modi's government is not impervious to popular pressure 
and that, with determined effort, it can be made to reverse 
its policies, which could put the 
government in a tough spot 
when it comes to introducing 
reforms in the future. 
The decision came ahead of 
elections in key states such as 
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, 
which are significant 
agricultural producers and 
where Modi's Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is eager to shore up 
its support. The timing means 
that the government will find 
it hard to convince the 
farmers that the repeal is 
more than mere political 
expediency. 
The writer is a PhD scholar 
(English Literature). He can 
be reached at 
hbz77@yahoo.com 


was completed within two 
hours. In both Houses, 
opposition parties, led by 
Congress, demanded a 
discussion over the repeal bill 
but couldn't get it initiated. In 
Rajya Sabha, India's Agriculture 
Minister, Narendra Singh 
Tomar, said, “There is no need 
for a discussion as the 
opposition parties had been seeking 
repeal of the laws and the government was 
now doing it.” 

These three controversial laws had triggered a 
massive agitation by farmer bodies, especially in Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana states. Though the 
implementation of the law had been stayed by the 
Supreme Court, farmer bodies have been squatting on 
roads leading to the national capital for just over a year. 
The legislation the farmers objected to deregulated the 
sector, allowing farmers to sell products to buyers beyond 
government-regulated wholesale markets, where growers 
are assured of a minimum support price (MSP). Although 
Modi said that “the laws were to Sp 
empower small farmers,” and 4 
that it was the “government's 
failure” that it could not 
“convince some farmers who 
have been opposing the new 
laws,” farmers were wary of 
these changes as they made 
them vulnerable to competition 
from big business, and that 
they could eventually lose 
price support for staples such 
as wheat and rice. Hence, the 
laws quickly became a major 
source of contention among 
India's millions of farmers, 
who accused the government 
of passing the laws without 
consultation. 

The repeal of the contentious 
agriculture laws, on the other 
hand, has represented a rare 
retreat for Prime Minister 
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Modi's silence is an endorsement 


For years, Modi and the fascist BJP-RSS 
government have been pushing anti-Muslim 


3 sentiments in India in different ways. For 


ef) example, during the anti-CAA protest in 


December 2019, Modi said the protesters could 

be recognised by their clothes. His audience 
easily decoded his message. This was when protesting 
Muslims were being attacked in Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka 
Delhi and elsewhere. The police either were the 
perpetrators or stood in support of those who were doing 
so. That was very well expressed in the slogans of “Delhi 
police lath chalao, hum tumhare saath hain” (Delhi Police, 


The toxic narrative against minorities, particularly 
Muslims, and their persecution under state patronage 
has become anorm under the current Hindutva-driven 
BJP-RSS combined government in India. 
Ever since Modi took reins of the 
government, calls for the genocide of Indian 
Muslims have been made and even carried 
out. Another episode in this series came in 
the form of a three-day conference of Hindu 
fanatics titled as “Dharma Sansad”, In this 
conference, which was held from December 


17-19, 2021 in Haridwar, a city in India's 
northern state of Uttarakhand, hundreds of 
right-wing Hindu activists and monks rose in 
unison to take an oath: They would turn 
India, constitutionally a secular republic, into 
a Hindu nation, even if doing so required 
dying and killing. 
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use your lathis, we are with you). 
Right-wing Hindu nationalists have preached violence 
online for years, but the violence has recently spilled onto 
the streets. Muslim fruit sellers have been beaten and their 
earnings snatched away after being accused of luring 
Hindu women into marriage to convert them. Muslim 
activists have been threatened with prosecution under an 
antiterrorism law that has been scrutinized by courts. 

In recent months, Hindu nationalists in Gurugram, a major 
technology center about 15 miles south of New Delhi, have 
confronted Muslims during Friday Prayer. Bands of right- 
wing Hindus have interrupted prayers with chants of “Jai 
Shri Ram!” meaning “Hail Lord Ram,” a major Hindu god, 
the chant has become a battle cry for Hindu nationalists. 

A recent event in this context was a recent three-day 
conference in Haridwar in Uttarakhand state, during 
which Muslims were openly targeted by Hindu leaders 
who had assembled for the event named as “Dharma 
Sansad”. Even by the standards of the rising anti-Muslim 
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fury in India, the conference produced the most blatant 
and alarming call for violence in recent years. 

The crowded auditorium, where right-wing Hindu monks 
called for other Hindus to arm themselves and _ kill 
Muslims, included influential religious leaders with close 
ties to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's governing party, 
and even some members of the party. 

In her address to the gathering, Pooja Shakun Pandey, a 
leader of Hindu Mahasabha, a group that espouses militant 
Hindu nationalism, while referring to the country's 
Muslims, said, “If 100 of us are ready to kill two million of 
them, then we will win and make India a Hindu nation.” 

Ms Pandey is the same BJP leader who calls India's 
founding father “a traitor" and blames him for partition. 
She even participated in a ceremony worshiping Nathuram 
Vinayak Godse, who assassinated Gandhi in 1948. 
Another speaker Sadhvi Annapurna, general secretary of 


The 10 Stages of Genocide 


1 Classification 


Gi S = a position of power will categorize people according to 
oe. religion or nationality @mploying an us versus 
them mentality 


2. Symbolisation 
People are forced fentify themselves and made tostand QUE)”, * 

with certain colours or symbolic articles of clotting 

3, Discrimination uw 

A dominant group uses laws. customs, and political power to'dény !- 

the rights of other groups. The powerless group May Got be Granted. ey 
full civil rights or even citizenship 4 

4, Dehumanisation 


The diminished value of the discriminated group is communicated 
through pr da. Parailets are drawn with animals, insects or 


et f 


from othe 


disease 


5. Organisation 


tate, its army or militia design Gendcid al killing plans 


the Hindu Mahasabha, called for the ethnic cleansing of 
Muslims living in the country. "Nothing is possible without 
weapons. If you want to eliminate their population, then 
kill them.” 
On this occasion, Suresh Chavhanke, who heads a news 
channel, administered an oath to turn India into a Hindu- 
first country. “We make a resolution until our last breath: 
We will make India a Hindu nation, and keep it a Hindu- 
only nation,” he said. “We will fight and die if required, we 
will kill as well.” 

Videos of the event have spread widely on social media in 
India where inciting violence is a crime, but Pandey and the 
other speakers remain free. The police, who readily jail 
rights activists and comedians on charges lacking 
evidence, have been slow to take action. The police woke 
up four days after the conference ended and only after the 
videos circulated widely. The state police announced that 
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they had opened an investigation but that no arrests had 
been made. Officials said they have registered a case 
against organizers of the conference for promoting 
“enmity between different groups on grounds of religion,” 
which can mean a jail term of five years. 

Even opposition political groups have been restrained in 
their response, anindication of the degree to which right- 
wing Hindu nationalism has gripped the country since 
Modi's rise to power in 2014. 

Prime Minister Modi has maintained his characteristic 
silence that, analysts say, can be interpreted by his most 
extreme supporters as a tacit signal of protection. Political 
observers say the government is allowing hate speech of 
this kind by remaining silent in the face of calls for 
violence, a silence underscored by the meekness of the 


political opposition. 
However, Modi is not silent on anti-Muslim speeches; 


6. Polarisation 


Propaganda is employed to amplify the differences between 
groups interactions Detween groups ¢ ohibited, and the 


moderate members of the group in power are killed 


7. Preparation 


The Victims are identified. Separated and forced to wear 
Deportations, isolation arid forcible starvation, Death lists are « 


8, Persecution 


" Victims @re identified and isolated based on their ethnic or religious 
\ | Death lists are drawn up. In state sponsored genocide 
h lof victim groups may be forced to wear identifying 
symbols Their property is often expropriated 


y Ul } 
9. Extermination 
ssacres begin The perpetrators see their actions as 


“ext imation since they do not consider their victims to be 
entirely human 


10. Denial 


The perpetrators of the genocide 
committed their crimes. Victims 
Evidence is hidden and witness 


rather he is the one who promotes this culture of hatred 
and violence. Modi encodes the violence in the widely 
known explicitly anti-Muslim symbols and imagery of the 
Hindu reawakening. He talks about the historic Muslim 
‘aggressor’ and then the ones ‘who should be identified by 
their clothes’. He mentions ‘Miyan Musharraf’ and 
‘Ramzan’. His listeners respond as intended. In that sense, 
Modi has maintained a perfect balance of Vajpayee’s 
poetic dog whistles and Narsinghanand's blatant call to 
arms without even naming the targets. 

‘Rabur or Aurangzeb are long gone but their children 
remain here. They pose the same danger as Babur or 
Aurangzeb’. That is what we have been hearing for the last 
four decades. The people of India understand the meaning 
of Babur's sons and also that of Aurangzeb's symbolism in 
the PM's address. During the Babri Masjid demolition 
movement, we had heard the chants of “Babur Ki Auladon 
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ko...”. That movement was to deal 
with the children of Babur. What has 
changed? As long as they, the sons 
of Babur, are not eliminated, the 
threat of Babur and Aurangzeb 
taking over India remains alive. 
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Nothing is possible without weapons. if you 
want to eliminate their population then kill 
them. Be ready to kill and be ready to go to 
jailcEven if 100 of Us are ready to kill 20 
lakhs of them (Muslims), then we will be 


violations against minorities and 
took immediate measures to save 
them from impending genocide. 

This piece can be concluded in what 
Neel Madhav and Apoorvanand 
have written in an article published 


Only a few days after the Haridwar 
conference, Modi chose to speak in 
his regular dog whistle mode when 
he addressed the Lakhpat Gurdwara 
in Kutch on December 25 via a video 
link. In his speech, Modi said, that the 
dangers the Sikh Gurus had warned 
about are present in the same form 
today. Modi further said, “Guru Tegh Bahadur's sacrifice and 
his heroic acts against Aurangzeb have taught us how the 
country should fight terrorism and religious extremism.” 
Mindful of the fact that he was addressing a Sikh audience, 
Modi repeatedly referred to the atrocities of the Mughals 
and Muslim rulers and the struggle of the Sikh Gurus 
against them: “During their (Mughal) rule there were so 
many atrocities that the Sikh Gurus laid down their lives 
for the country...” 

Modi talked about the Sikh Gurus as opponents of various 
Muslim rulers. He praised the Gurus as, according to him, 
they were giving their life fighting these rulers. They were 
doing this for the country. Guru Gobind Singh also fought 
Hindu kings, who saw the khalsa as a threat to the caste 
system. But Modi makes no mention of that. 

“Guru Tegh Bahadur's valour and his sacrifice against 
Aurangzeb teaches us how the country fights against 
terror and religious fanaticism,” he said, adding: “Ihe 
dangers against which the gurus warned us remain the 
same even today, so we have to be cautious and ensure the 
security of the country.” 

Modi's message was that what the Sikh Gurus did then has 
to be done even today because that danger exists even 
today. But where is that danger coming from? With whom 
are Indians to fight? 

Pakistan has rightly condemned the highly reprehensible 
genocide calls made at the conference. "The continued 
grave violations of human rights of minorities, especially 
Muslims and their places of worship, anti-Muslim 
legislation by the Union Government of India and several 
BJP-ruled states, and continued incidents of violence 
against Muslims on flimsy pretexts by Hindutva groups 
with complete impunity and often under state patronage 
highlight the worsening trend of Islamophobia and 
present a grim picture about the fate of Muslims in India,” 
said a statement by the Foreign Office that had summoned 
Indian Charge d' Affaires to express Pakistan's serious 
concerns over the calls for Muslim genocide. 

It is high time the international community including the 
United Nations, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), and relevant human rights organisations held India 
accountable for its gross and systematic human rights 
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by The Wire on 28 December 2021: 
5 “The dangers posed by these calls for 
the massacre of Muslims cannot be 
fought without ousting the Bharatiya 
Janata Party from power and 
boycotting the RSS. You cannot clean 
the sludge by wiping it over and over 
again unless you close the source 
from which this poison is coming out. This has to be done 
through strong and difficult conversations with Hindu 
society. Poison is being spread daily in our society through 
shakhas, Saraswati Shishu Mandirs, Ekal Vidyalayas, the 
Bajrang Dal, VHP and BJP. This is also a religious issue, not 
just a political one. Hindus must decide whether they want 
the BJP to define their religion or whether they want to 
reclaim it from the dominant predefining feature being 
imposed on them - which is hatred and violence against 
Muslims and Christians.” &) 

The writer is a member of staff. 


r Impending ‘genocide’ of Muslims 


> > ‘in India 

"Gregory. Stanton, who founded the 

"Genocide Waich' group; has sounded the 

"ali on violence against Muslims in 

M india. The expert who had earlier 

predicied fhe massacre of the Tutsi in 
Rwanda years before it took place in 
1994, has warned that genocide of 
Muslims in India could be about fo take 
place. During a US congressional briefing, Mr Stanton said there 
Were early “signs and processes” of genocide in the Indian state 
of Assam and Indian-administered Kashmir. He declared a 
Genocide Emergency Alert for India stating that the country has 
reached the 8th stage of genocide with the persecution of the 
Muslim community. : 
Stanton said genocide was not an event but a process and drew 
parallels between the policies pursued by Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the discriminatory policies of Myanmar’s 
government against Rohingya Muslims in 2017. Among the 
policies he cited were the revocation of the special autonomous 
status of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir in 2019 
— which stripped Kashmiris of the special autonomy they had 
for seven decades — and the Citizenship Amendment Act the 
same year, which granted citizenship to religious minorities but 
excluded Muslims. 
Mr Stanton said he feared a similar scenario to Myanmar, where 
the Rohingya were first legally declared non-citizens and then 
expelled through violence and genocide. Stanton said the 
Hindutva ideology was “contrary to the history of India and the 
Indian constitution and referred to Modi as an “extremist who 
has taken over the government". 
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Secretary of State Antony mre while 
speaking at the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington DC, on 
March 24, announced that the United 
States has formally determined that 
violence committed against the Rohingya 
minority by Myanmar's military amounts 
to genocide and crimes against humanity. He said the 
administration's determination was based on a review by 
the US state department that included documents 
gathered by organisations like Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch, as well as independent 
research by the US. 
“Beyond the Holocaust, the 
United States has concluded 
that genocide was committed 
seven times. Today marks the 
eighth, because I've 
determined that members of 
the Burmese military 
committed genocide and 
crimes against humanity 
against Rohingya,” Blinken 
said, adding that the 
military's intent went beyond 
ethnic cleansing to the actual 
destruction of Rohingya. In 
his speech, Blinken pointed to 
multiple parallels between the 
Myanmar military's campaign 
to wipe out the Rohingya and 
the Holocaust, the slaughter 
of Rwandan Tutsi and other 
genocides. “The attack 
against Rohingya was 
widespread and systematic, 
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Myanmar's military am 


minority, Citing the kill 
amillion to flee the countr 


clear evidence of: an attemp 


Magazine Desk 


time when around 850,000 Rohingya are languishing in 
camps in neighboring Bangladesh, recounting mass 
killings and rape of the campaign that was launched 
against them five years ago, Another 600,000 members 
of the community remain in Myanmar's Rakhine state 
where they report widespread oppression. 

The brutalisation of this community has been a tragedy 
of unimaginable proportions. Survivors have recounted 
that, amidst the worst of it, they were pulled from their 
homes, mutilated, raped and forced to witness children 
thrown into fires — the inhuman violence begotten by 
hateful propaganda painting the Rohingya as_ sub- 
human ‘intruders’ from Bangladesh. The violence was 


ate 


On March 21, the United States ‘Officially declared that 
violence against the Robin 


slims committed by 
le , saying there Was 
jestroy" the Muslim 
sand forcing close to 


in 2016 and 2017, US Secretary of 


State Antony Blinken said he had’ "determined that members 


which was crucial for reaching 
a determination of crimes 
against humanity,” Blinken 
said, adding that the evidence 
also points to a clear intent 
behind these mass atrocities, 
the intentJo destroy Rohingya 
in whole or in part. 

A legal designation of 
genocide - defined by the UN 
as acts "committed with 
intent to destroy, in whole or 
part, a national, ethnical, 
racial or religious group" - 
could be followed by further 
sanctions and limits on aid, 
among other penalties 
against the already-isolated 
military junta. 


The declaration has come at a 
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of the Burmese (Myanmar is Tecognized as Burma in the 
United States) military committed genocide and crimes 


against humanity against Rohingya. The US move did not 
come with new direct repercussions against the already 
heavily sanctioned Myanmar regime and dozens of members 
of its leadership. But it will support international efforts, 
including in the International Court of Justice; to bring cases 
of crimes against humanity againstthe regime: 


then normalised through 
victim-blaming 
commentary shared 
widely by bigots on 
social media, 
especially 

Facebook, which 

did little to stem its 

spread. Yet, both 

the Myanmar 
military and the 
government denied the 
atrocities committed 
against a largely defenceless 


and refused accountability. Nobel laureate Aung San Suu 


Kyi, then the leader of Myanmar, 
even travelled to The Hague to 
rebut charges of genocide brought 
against her country in a case still 
ongoing at the UN's top court. 

So heated was the fire of hate 
unleashed in 2017 that it 
eventually burnt even those who 
had refused to condemn it. When 
the Myanmar military toppled 
Aung San Suu Kyi's government in 
2021 througha coup d'état, it took 
aleaf from its Rohingya playbook 
to violently subjugate critics and 
dissidents engaged in peaceful 
protests. The junta has since 
killed more than 1,500 citizens for 
civil disobedience. This worrying 
state of affairs is mentioned in the 
US statement on Myanmar's 2017 
genocide, which warns that the 
Myanmar military may continue 
deploying the same tactics 
against anyone it sees as 
undermining its rule. 

The US decision to formally 
recognise the brutalities inflicted 
on the Rohingya as genocide is a 
small but welcome step towards 
getting justice for what has been 
described by the UN as the most 
Persecuted minority in the world. 
Rohingya refugees and diaspora 
have long called for this 
recognition, with the support of 
Members of Congress, legal 
experts, and advocacy groups like 
Refugees International alike. This 
is the time to celebrate a 
Significant victory. But it is also 
time to redouble efforts to hofd 
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“Beyond the Holocaust, the United States has 
concluded that genocide was committed seven 
times, Today marks the eighth, as I have 
determined that members of the Burmese 
military committed genocide and crimes 
against humanity against Rohingya.” 


- SECRETARY OF STATE ANTONY BLINKEN 


people, 


66 
Genocide Convention 


e The Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(Genocide Convention) is an instrument of 
international law that codified for the first 


time the crime of genocide. 


e The Genocide Convention was the first 
human rights treaty adopted by the 
General Assembly of the UN on 9 


December 1948. 


e It signified the international community's 
commitment to 'never again’ after the 
atrocities committed during the Second 


World War. 


e Its adoption marked a crucial step towards 
the development of international human 
rights and international criminal law as we 


knowit today. 


e According to the Genocide Convention, 
genocide is a crime that can take place 
both in time of war as well as in time of 


peace. 


e — The definition of the crime of genocide, as 
set out in the Convention, has been widely 
adopted at both national and international 
levels, including in the 1998 Rome Statute 


of the International Criminal Court (ICC). 


e Importantly, the Convention establishes on 
State Parties the obligation to take 
measures to prevent and to punish the 
crime of genocide, including by enacting 
relevant legislation and punishing 
perpetrators, “whether they are 
constitutionally responsible rulers, public 


officials or private individuals’ (Article lV). 


e That obligation, in addition to the 
prohibition not to commit genocide, has 
been considered as norms of international 
customary law and therefore, binding on all 
States, whether or not they have ratified the 


Genocide Convention. 
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the perpetrators of that genocide accountable and to 
prevent future atrocities. 


Overall, the United States must 
now use the momentum of this 
genocide determination to spur 
concrete actions. While several 
steps have been taken to increase 
pressure on the Burmese junta 
since its coup in February 2021, 
effective global coordination is 
lacking. The United States must 
use the gravity of the genocide 
determination to lead a new 
diplomatic push, including with 
Myanmar's neighbours in 
Southeast Asia, for further 
targeted sanctions, an arms 
embargo, and support for 
evidence collection and 
accountability efforts before the 
International Criminal Court and 
International Court of Justice. The 
United States can also show 
solidarity with Rohingya survivors 
by maintaining humanitarian 
assistance for the million 
Rohingya who have sought refuge 
in Bangladesh and by working with 
Bangladesh to offer resettlement 
to Rohingya refugees in the United 
States. 

Moreover, it is time now for the 
global community to act. While the 
UN's highest court hears a case 
pertaining to the genocide, the 
world must hold Myanmar 
authorities accountable for their 
crimes against humanity. 
Myanmar's elite must be 
sanctioned in the strongest 
possible ways to warn imitators 
that severe brutalities will be met 
with severe penalties. §) 
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Introduction 

Ever since the Taliban took over Kabul 
on August 15 last year, the world 
community has been concerned, and 
rightly so. However, those who were 
closely following the events occurring 
in Afghanistan saw the takeover 
coming a mile away. Nonetheless, the 
agility with which the Taliban 
captured territory after territory and 
finally Kabul, shocked everyone, 
because it was expected that the 
300,000-strong Afghan National 
Army, which was assisted and funded 
by the United States, would not only 
put up a fight against the Taliban but 
will also push back and, at least, 
contain the insurgency to rural areas 
far from urban centres. Meanwhile the 


A Mirage? 


Pete sce eves sees eeenstass, 


There is a quote from the Spanish- 
' American philosopher George 
; Santayana that reads “Only the dead 
have seen the end of war.” It seems to 
be the case in Afghanistan where war 
and famine have strangled the 
civilians. The war that started more 
than four decades ago has claimed 
millions of lives and terrorized 
generations of Afghans. Now, there isa 
serious necessity of humanitarian 
assistance in the country. The Taliban 
and the international community both 
must ensure the most basic human 
right: the right to live. 
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Taliban, carrying on the momentum, 
not only consolidated their hold over 
the captured areas but also conquered 
the Panjshir Valley, a stronghold of 
the revered freedom fighter Ahmad 
Shah Massoud whose son Ahmad 
Massoud was leading the resistance 
against Taliban. Nevertheless, with the 
Taliban striking a deal with the United 
States in Doha in 2020, it was an 
awkward situation for the Ashraf 
Ghani-led government because US 
negotiated the withdrawal of its 
troops from Afghanistan in 
accordance with the Doha peace deal 
(facilitated by Pakistan), without 
taking the Ghani government on 
board. And the chaos that followed 
the US withdrawal left the Afghan 
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civilians fearing for their safety because of the 
absence of any formal government following the 
collapse of Afghan government after 
President Ashraf Ghani's flight from —_.wstan 
Kabul, allegedly with millions of 
dollars in cash. 

Bul not everything about the 
recent crisis is new. The 
instability in Afghanistan has 
been lingering on for decades 
now. 

Background 

The instability in 
Afghanistan can be traced 
back to when King 
Mohammed Zahir Shah was 
overthrown by Mohammed 
Daoud Khan in 1973 who 
then became president of the 
newly-declared republic. In 1978, 
he, too, was assassinated in a coup 
that brought Nur Muhammad Taraki of 
PDPA (People's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan) into power. However, his rule was 
short-lived as he was killed in September 1979 resulting in 
Hafizullah Amin taking over the reins of the government. 
This power struggle had already turned violent with 
ordinary civilians suffering from unrest, following which, 
the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) invaded 
Afghanistan in December 1979. During this invasion, 
President Hafizullah Amin was killed and Babrak Karmal 
became the president. 

Soviet Invasion 

As the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan 
prolonged, the people here launched a 

freedom struggle against the USSR, 

because it is against their traditions 
to accept foreign occupation 
of their land. In the said 
Struggle, the freedom 
fighters (alternatively called 
Mujahideen) enjoyed active 
support in terms of arms, 
ammunition and funding 
from various countries 
including the United States, 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
This support allowed them to 
inflict huge losses on Soviet 
troops in terms of lives and 
equipment. The tide of war 
Shifted towards the Mujahideen 
When, in 1986, the same year Babrak 

Karmal was replaced by Dr Najibullah as 
president, they were provided with the Stinger 
Missiles by the US. As the decade approached its 
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end, it became increasingly difficult for the USSR to 
continue and sustain its occupation of 


Afghanistan. In 1988, Geneva Accords 
Agreement tv. 


paved the way for withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 
On February 15, 1989, the 
soviet army completed its 
withdrawal. This marked the 
end of Soviet occupation of 
\ Afghanistan after more than 
nine years of invasion. 
Civil War 
After the Soviet withdrawal, 
the Mujahideen split into 
various factions led by 
_ different commanders and 
' chiefs, including the likes of 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
Ahmad Shah Massoud who had 
fought against USSR. Now, with the 
weakening government of Dr Najib, the 
internecine war was inevitable which brought 
the Mujahideen factions at odds with Dr Najib's 
government as well as with each other. This infighting 
further deteriorated the security situation in Afghanistan. 
In April 1992, Dr Najibullah resigned and Northern 
Alliance (the faction led by Ahmed Shah Massoud) took 
over the capital, Kabul. 
The nine-year-long war against USSR, and the civil war that 
followed, took its toll on the Afghan civilians who were 
compelled to leave their homes and seek shelter and 
refuge in neighbouring countries, mainly Pakistan, 
which is home to more than three million Afghan 
refugees. 
Emergence of Taliban 
During the scramble for Kabul, the 
Mujahideen factions were 
engaged in a civil war. These 
factions started to lose 
control over their territories 
especially in rural areas, 
_ where local warlords and 
chieftains gained control. 
Meanwhile, along the Durand 
Line, on both sides of the Pak- 
Afghan border, there were 
Madrassahs (religious 
schools) from where 
emerged the Taliban. They 
os first established their control 
ee over Kanda-har. In 1996, 
Taliban captured Kabul and 
established their version of Shariah 
(Islamic Law) in most of Afghanistan. Their rule 
was Characterized by the absence of most civil rights 
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and liberties. They ruled Afghanistan till the US invasion 
in 2001. 

America's War on Terror 

The US right after the 9/11 terror attacks ascertained that 
Osama bin Laden, or OBL, was behind those coordinated 
attacks. And since because the Taliban were not handing 
him over, US launched a full-scale invasion of Afghanistan 
in October 2001. The Taliban regime was ousted and most 
of their leadership went into hiding. US spent two decades 
(even after having eliminated OBL in 2011) in establishing 
a system that suited their interests rather than eliminat- 
ing terrorism and primarily going after terror outfits 
operating from within Afghanistan. This is evident from 
the fact that even after years of instability and war, peace 
is nowhere to be found. The US supported and funded the 
Afghan National Army that laid down arms without 
putting up a fight. The reason was not because the army 
was incapable or the soldiers were afraid to fight. Afghans 


are one of the bravest people. The reason ANA 
surrendered to the Taliban was because there was nothing 
left for them to fight for. They had lost their faith in the 
system that was corrupt to the core. Meanwhile, the 
Taliban, an indigenous insurgency, used to carry out 
guerrilla attacks on American and Afghan soldiers. The US 
army and ANA had a tough time locating and eliminating 
their hideouts given the rugged and mountainous terrain 
of Afghanistan. This war proved costly to the US which 
had poured more than two trillion dollars into 
Afghanistan to sustain a crumbling system. Adding insult 
to injury, terrorism was rampant due to the presence of 
terrorist organizations such as ISIS and TTP in 
Afghanistan as the US was negotiating its withdrawal 
from Afghanistan with the Taliban. 

High stakes for Pakistan 

As America's Operation Enduring Freedom gained 
momentum, the airstrikes on Tora Bora hills forced the 
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Taliban insurgents and Al-Qaeda terrorists to flee the hij), 
and cross the border into Pakistan, where there were 
several of valleys for them to hide in. They were able to 
cross the Durand Line given that there was virtually no 
mechanism for the security forces to distinguish between 
(potential) terrorists and innocent civilians (refugees), 
This scenario coupled with lack of security checkpoints 
on highways in the border areas on the Afghan side 
emboldened the insurgents and terrorists along with 
civilians to enter Pakistan un-checked. Many of them 
considering Pakistan a US ally (which it was) declared war 
on Pakistan for supporting the United States. These 
terrorists found sympathisers in Pakistan as well. Several 
terrorist factions under the umbrella of TTP (Tehreek-e- 
Taliban Pakistan) started operating. The decade following 
the 9/11 terror attacks saw an exponential increase in 
terrorist activities across the country in which major 
military installations, including the GHO, as well as 
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civilian targets were attacked. They attacked civilians, 
military personnel, law-enforcement agencies (LEAs), 
educational institutes, public parks, pretty much 
anywhere. They got lucky enough to evade the security 
forces or where there was a lapse in security measures. 
The attacks were indiscriminate whose objectives were to 
create panic and chaos in the country in order to 
pressurize the government into accepting and recogniz- 
ing the horrific crimes they had been committing in the 
name of Shariah (Islamic Law) even though they had 
nothing to do with Islamic Law or Islam or Law, They had 
established a system, in areas under their control, parallel 
to that of the state of Pakistan. They had become a serious 
threat to the sovereignty of Pakistan. 

This was the background against which the government 
launched large-scale military operations (after several 
peace agreements having been dishonoured by the 
militant groups) in order to thwart the onslaught of 
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These operations were an array of offensives against the - 


militant groups in which their hideouts were targeted 
through airstrikes followed by ground assault. Most of the 
groups were based in populated areas across the erstwhile 
FATA. A lot of civilians had to be relocated during 
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undertook a massive project to fence the border with an 
aim to enhance border surveillance. 

As the situation in Afghanistan directly affects Pakistan, 
the later has remained a major stakeholder in the Afghan 
peace process. Pakistan would be the prime beneficiary of 
stability in Afghanistan after the Afghan people. 


i . : t +h ‘ iy . 
these operations. These internally displaced of ey Me Therefore, it has been advocating for peace for a 
persons (IDPs) are still being rehabilitated = ..\;) ise ; long time because a stable Afghanistan 
years after completion of military soe Nh she would mean a great deal of trade and 


operations and clearance of their 
areas. 

Pakistan had to bear a loss of 
more than eighty thousand 
lives in the war against 
terrorism. As the 
government in Afghanistan, 
aided by United States, was 
unable to control the 
militants owing to the 
instability and lack of control 
on their territory, terror 
outfits based in Afghanistan 
orchestrated thousands of 
attacks across Pakistan. 
Pakistan had to reorganize and 
revamp its military on a large scale in 
order to meet the growing challenges and 
countering the threat posed by terrorism. 
Thanks to the 1500-mile Pak-Afghan international 
border, the presence of terrorist organizations on either 
side of the border means terrorism in the whole region as 
is the case here. Due to extensive military operations 
undertaken by Pakistan, in which we lost thousands 

of our officers, men and civilians, there is no 

room for any terrorist organization to 

execute their evil designs. Now, their 

rat-holes are being destroyed 

through various Intelligence- 
based-Operations (IBOs). On 
the contrary, in Afghanistan, 
the coalition forces had 
pretty much al] of 
Afghanistan under their 
control but this control could 
not be translated into 
stability. The terrorist outfits 
kept, and still are, operating 
from inside Afghanistan and 
spreading terrorism in the 
whole region especially 
Pakistan which, as_ stated 
earlier, shares a 1500-mile border 
with Afghanistan. The presence of these 
terrorists on Afghan soil indicates a great _ 
threat to Pakistan owing to which Pakistan 
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transit through the war-ravaged 
country. Pakistan was the 
prime facilitator of the Doha 
peace deal between US and 
the Taliban. 
* Conclusion 
After more than four decades 
of war, Afghanistan is facing 
an unprecedented crisis in 
terms of security situation 
and food shortages in 
addition to the already 
‘Tampant corruption and 
subsequently plummeting 
civil and social services. 
The international community 
and the Taliban bear the responsibil- 
ity for a peaceful and stable Afghanistan. 
The Taliban are seeking recognition of their 
regime, which lies with the regional countries as 
well as global powers. The regional countries which are 
inclusive of the neighbours of Afghanistan (including 
Pakistan, Iran, China and some Central-Asian states like 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan), are the 
key stakeholders in the peace process. The 
primary stake of these countries will be 
border security and mitigation of 
terrorism in the region and 
beyond, but in the meantime, 
they must not forget about 
the Afghan civilians who 
_ have been most adversely 
affected by this instability. 
This is the least these 
stakeholders can do to 
alleviate their suffering. In 
years to come, a_ stable 
Afghanistan will contribute 
pragmatically to the global 
fight against terrorism. 


The writer is a student at the 
Department of Electrical Engi- 
neering in University of Engineering 

and Technology (UET), Lahore. 
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The unbearable heat during this summer 
across South Asia and beyond and the deadly 
flood in Pakistan in August are stark 
reminders of the impact of climate change on 
these countries’ economies, human beings 
and ecology. While precipitation in South 
Asia has always been highly variable, the annual rainfall 
has steadily declined in some regions, triggering droughts, 
and increased in others causing flash floods. This is due to 
climate change; anthropogenic climate change is 
responsible for the increase in the frequency, intensity 
and amount of heavy rainfall globally. Many countries in 
the region also face the challenge of a rising sea level. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
predicted that the region would experience a sea-level rise 
leading to a loss of its land surface and internal migration. 
The latest proof to the vulnerability of South Asia to climate 
change is the recent devastating floods in Pakistan that 
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South Asia sits precariously on the front lines of the global climate 
crisis. As temperatures rise, the region -— which is experiencing a 'new 
climate normal’ - is predicted to see hotter weather, longer monsoon 
seasons, and increased droughts. The region's extreme vulnerability 
has long been apparent. More than half of all South Asians, or 750 
million people in eight countries, have been affected by one or more 
climate-related disasters in the last two decades. Recent catastrophic 
floods in Pakistan offer another proof of the threat climate change poses 
to this region that is home to about one-fourth of the global population. 


Osman Khan 
have caused gigantic losses in terms of life and property. 
Pakistan has experienced an unusually wet monsoon this 
year. The season began in June, a month earlier than 
usual, after a nearly two-month-long drought. In August, 
the country received more than three times the normal 
rainfall. Though scientists can't yet affirm the extent to 
which the catastrophe has been aggravated because of 
climate change, there is near unanimity that the deluge 
bears the imprint of a global warming-induced extreme 
weather event. Swollen rivers cause more havoc because 
drainage systems in cities have not received adequate 
attention from the country's planners. In several parts of 
Pakistan, embankments that have not been repaired for 
years have been swept away. 

Reasons for climate crisis in South Asia 

Over the years, the South Asian countries made 
tremendous progress in terms of higher economic growth 
and per capita income. They have experienced structural 
transformation in their economies, with a decrease in the 


0332-5339708 


ee al 


SOUTH ASIA 


Aghazetaleem.com 


share of agriculture and an increase in that of industry 
and services sectors. Such impressive growth, however, 
does not readily guarantee sustainable development as 
the region is facing many climate-induced challenges. The 
vulnerability to climate change has been adversely 
impacting human settlements, infrastructure, 
agricultural production, food security, water quality and 
human health in the region. 

Following are some of the reasons that are making climate 
change an emergency in this part of the world. 

a. Rise in temperature 

The Indian Ocean has seen an increase in sea surface 
temperatures of approximately one degree Celsius - 
against the global average of 0.7°C - in recent decades. A 
warmer atmosphere can hold more water vapour which 
has increased humidity and higher rainfall in South Asia. 
b. Excessive rainfall 

Higher-than-normal rainfall also tends to occur during a 
La Nina event and it results in an increased occurrence of 
floods in South Asia. 

c. Heat waves 

Prolonged and deadly heatwaves recently hit large swaths 
of India and Pakistan, affecting hundreds of millions of 
people and sparking the glacial melting and 
glacial lake outburst events with food and energy 
shortage. 

d. Jet stream meandering 

Jet streams are like rivers of wind high above in 
the atmosphere. These slim strips of — 
winds have a huge influence on climate, as they | 
can push air masses around and affect weather 
patterns. Because of global warming, jet streams 
meander (adopting a curvy path), changing 
atmospheric circulation by mixing cold polar air 
with hot tropic air, causing extreme weather 
events. 

The Impacts 

a. Afghanistan 

« Since 1950, temperatures in 
Afghanistan have risen by 1.8°C. 

« This leads, and will lead, to massive 
droughts. 

« Asaresult of these increased droughts 
due to global warming, Afghanistan 
might face desertification and land 
degradation in the upcoming future. 

b. Bangladesh 

e ‘The country’s vulnerability to climate 
change is due to a combination of 
geographical factors, such as its flat, 
low-lying and delta-exposed 
topography and socioeconomic factors, 
including high population density. 

¢ The ADB has estimated that Bangladesh 
may experience a 2% GDP annual loss by 
2050 because of climate change. 
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c. Bhutan 
e Tangible climate change has resulted in the 
warming and recession of many of Bhutan's 
glaciers, increasing the frequency and severity of 
glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs). 
d. India 
e Temperature rises on the Tibetan Plateau are 
causing Himalayan glaciers to retreat, 
threatening the flow rate of rivers like Ganges, 
Brahmaputra, Yamuna and others. 
e Frequency of heat waves is increasing in the 
country because of climate change. 
e Severe landslides and floods are projected to 
become increasingly common. 
e. Maldives 
e Many low-lying islands in the Maldives are 
threatened by sea level rise, with some 
predictions suggesting the nation will become 
uninhabitable in the upcoming years, if proper 
measures are not taken into account. 
f. Nepal 
e (Climate change is causing greater variations in 
weather patterns and more extreme weather 
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events in Nepal, like the drought that contributed 

to the exceptional number of wildfires that raged 

across Nepal during 2016 pre-monsoon season. 
g: Pakistan 

e Inaddition to increased heat, melting of glaciers 
in the Himalayas have impacted some of the 
major rivers of Pakistan. 

e Between 1999 and 2018, Pakistan was ranked the 
Sth most affected country in terms of extreme 
climate caused by global warming. 

e Currently, Pakistan is facing a serious climate 
catastrophe as early monsoon rains have caused 
devastating floods in Pakistan 

h. SriLanka 

e Sri Lanka has been experiencing an increase in 
extreme weather events, in the form of droughts 
and floods, in recent decades. 

e The country is vulnerable to climate change's 
impacts, due to a combination of political, 
geographic and social factors. 

e These impacts include rising temperatures, 
which are expected to hit Sri Lanka's most 
important sectors, like tourism, commercial 
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agriculture and manufacturing, the hardest. 

e On top of this, increased incidence of disease 
transmission and natural disasters will make the 
country vulnerable to unexpected catastrophes, 

Need for Cooperation 

Over the years, the South Asian countries made 
tremendous progress in terms of higher economic growth 
and per capita income. They have experienced structural 
transformation in their economies, with a decrease in the 
share of agriculture and an increase in that of industry 
and services sectors. Such impressive growth, however, 
does not readily guarantee sustainable development as 
the region is facing many climate-induced challenges. The 
vulnerability to climate change has been adversely 
impacting human settlements, infrastructure, 
agricultural production, food security, water quality and 
human health in the region. 

Therefore, economic growth must be accompanied by the 
internalisation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 
policy discourses and the adaptive capacity to deal with 
the impact of climate change for sustainable growth. 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 13 calls for taking 
urgent steps to combat climate change and its impacts. 
Climate change can also hamper progress 
towards SDGs such as_ poverty 
eradication, zero hunger, health, water, 
clean energy, infrastructure, economic 
growth, sustainable cities and the overall 
well-being of society, as well as increase 
the cost of implementing SDGs. Since the 
South Asian countries are committed to 
implementing the SDGs by 2030, they 
must prioritise these challenges. 
Roadblocks 

a. Power asymmetry and geography 

The smaller South Asian states tend to 
look outwards, away from the region, to 
form a counterweight against India's 
dominance. Also, five of the eight 
countries in South Asia, share a common 
border with India - Afghanistan, Sri 
Lanka and Maldives have no land border 
with India. This geographical 
dependency affects these countries’ 
internal and external decision-making 
capabilities. This becomes a hard gap to 
fill when it comes to regional cooperation 


over important issues like climate 
change. 

b. Geopolitics ; 

In recent years, geopolitics has 


undermined the very idea of South Asia. 


try ambition overthe  WBGactivitiesand China's economic dominance and new 
Sigh catalyze private alliances in the region have exacerbated 
mae tensions between the neighbouring 


countries of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
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and Nepal. The South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) also seems to be at a crossroads. 

c. Territorialissues 

since national borders are arbitrary, climate change is 
difficult to tackle. They are governed by politics and often 
neglect ecological boundaries and corridors. Diplomatic 
pitterness has impacted regional cooperation to a large 
extent. The rigid borders of South Asia, hastily established 
in the middle of the 20th century, are ill-equipped to deal 
with the challenges of the 21st century. 

Acollective plan 

Given the nature of climate-induced problems faced by 
the countries in South Asia, policymakers should 
undertake both adaptation and mitigation measures. 
First, almost all countries in the region are severely 
affected by climate change despite being insignificant 
emitters. Hence, adaptation measures in the 
region must be scaled up to enhance 
adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience 

and reduce vulnerability to climate 
change, as laid out in the Global Goal 
on Adaptation in the Paris Climate 
Agreement. 

Second, substantial investments 
must be made in renewable 
energy to make agriculture, 
manufacturing, construction 
and transport sectors greener. 

In most South Asian countries, 
energy is the major source of 
carbon dioxide emission, followed 

by either construction or transport 
sector. With the structural change in 
these countries, their economies rely 
on industrialisation for steady growth and 
development. Hence, though the share of GHG 

emissions by the South Asian countries together is 

only 8.36 percent of the total global emissions, mitigation 
measures must continue. 

Third, implementation of mitigation and adaptation 
measures requires significant financial resources. The 
South Asian countries must consider transboundary 
action and collaboration on mitigation and adaptation by 
setting up a separate fund among themselves to address 
the impacts of climate change on the lives and livelihoods 
of people. This fund should be spent for emission 
reduction, scaling up economic loss reduction, and in the 
aftermath of climate-related disasters. A cross- 
governmental approach to adaptation and mitigation 
planning can ensure that such a fund yields climate- 
resilient development. An expert group of the relevant 
ministries, agencies and departments can be brought 
together to create an appropriate plan of action and 
ensure proper monitoring. The group can further involve 
public and private stakeholders to share their respective 
experiences and make climate financing more useful. 
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In addition, South Asia must also demand financial and 
technological support from the developed countries as 
part of the latter's global commitments. The ever- 
increasing global GHG emission is a threat to all economies 
in the world, including those in South Asia. Such support 
should be based on the scientific analysis of requirements, 
with funds being provided based on the scale and extent of 
damage due to global warming under various scenarios. 
Fourth, given the severity of climate change, countries 
within the region must incorporate the SDGs in their 
development plans to achieve climate-related objectives 
in a more systematic way. Some of the countries have 
undertaken this useful exercise, which helps demonstrate 
how various SDGs are interconnected and how national 
goals are aligned with the SDGs. This process provides 
clarity on the responsibilities of various stakeholders, 
é. such as policymakers, the private sector, non- 
ne government organisations, rights-based 
organisations, development partners 
and the media. This can also be useful 
to ensure better allocation of 
resources for specific climate- 
related goals and targets. 
Finally, climate change is cross- 
border in nature, and so must 
be the solutions. To combat the 
impact of climate change and 
achieve the SDGs, concerted 
actions are needed. Such 
collaborative efforts must be 
between the South Asian 
countries and the developed 
nations. 
Way forward 
Countries have so far failed to harness the 
potential of pre-existing attempts to foster 
regional cooperation. Frameworks such as SAARC 
are failing to deliver, and cross-border tensions are 
holding back progress in environmental policy and 
scientific research. The combined disruptive forces of 
climate change and the global public health crisis have 
created a unique opportunity to focus on a green recovery 
and accelerate the transition to more sustainable systems. 
The abovementioned steps can be very beneficial when it 
comes to forging regional cooperation in South Asia. With 
regional stability at risk, South Asian countries need to 
address climate change quickly, and this can be 
accomplished in anumber of ways. 
Recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic offers South Asian 
countries a unique opportunity to adapt to and mitigate 
climate change by massively investing in resilient 
infrastructure, re-skilling their populations for high- 
productivity jobs, and rebuilding their economies around 
cleaner energy. 


The writer is an expert on International Law. 
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uclear weapons are highly significant for 
deterring an enemy and achieving strategic 
stability. The reason why a World War-like war 
has not occurred since long is just these atomic 
weapons. The deterring capability of nuclear 
power and its feature of mutual destruction has 
prevented the states from engaging in wars. This 
is what is known in literature as the ‘balance of terror’. Thus, 
nuclear weapons are highly significant; the states facing 
threats from a rival nuclear state may opt for making one for 
them. This is the principal reason behind nuclear 
proliferation and it may lead to the other causes of why 
nuclear weapons proliferate and why states such as 
Pakistan prefer to even "eat grass but go for” nuclear 
weapons. : 
The causes why states build nuclear weapons are wrapped 
up into two groups: the supply side and the demand side. 
This piece presents the arguments of both 


The supply-side literature 
The supply-side literature deals with the technical 


capability of states to build nuclear weapons. This implies 
that the states aspiring to go for weapons of mass 
destruction do so because they meet the technical 
requirements for making those. In this regard, Meyer had 
put forth a set of ten economic indicators which may cause a 
state to create nuclear weapons. Of these ten, four including 
uranium deposits, chemical engineers, nuclear engineers 
and explosives and electronic specialists are of great 
importance. Later on, Hayman argued that a state first 
needs to have highly- 

capable of going for nuclear 

weapons. Hence, a state 

cannot acquire atomic 

weapons unless it has the 

essential elements for 

making those. 

presented new arguments. To begin with, Kroeng maintains 
that nuclear proliferation is an immediate consequence of 
what he calls “sensitive nuclear assistance” such as sharing 
information on the designs of weapons, giving essential 
materials and helping in the enrichment of uranium and 
plutonium by the nuclear weapon states to those in pursuit 
their strategic and economic purposes. They pour such 
assistance in the states that are adversaries to their 
enemies. Since, as the saying goes, the enemy of my enemy 
is my friend; therefore, the enemy's enemy qualifies to be 
the best customer. The current argument of this literature is 
that sharing of all information, not only “sensitive,” either 
can be rendered that states that can build nuclear weapons 
may go forit. 

However, there is a considerable gap of explanation as to 
why the states that once acquired the weapons of mass 
destruction, later withdrew from having those. Some states 
abandoned their nuclear program because of the change in 
Sale On CSS PMS Books 
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enriched uranium to be 

However, the scholars of new supply-side literature have 
of these weapons. The powerful states do this for fulfilling 
peaceful or not, may trigger nuclear proliferation. Thus, it 
domestic political regime; others were forced through 
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The invention of nuclear weapons has drastically 
changed the face of modern wartare as well as 
strategy, diplomacy and Stability. According to an 
estimate, more than 10,000 atomic warheads are 
currently present in the world. Apart from 
portraying a gloomy future of wars, this huge 
number manifests the significant importance that 
the states have associated with these weapons. It 
is also important to note here that the number 
would have been even greater if this piece were 
being written during the Cold War era. Any number 
of nuclear weapons, let’s say 1,000, is colossal as 
only a few isotopes of highly-enriched uranium are 
enough to inflict irreparable damage. This is the 

reason why nuclear weapons are considered the 

‘weapons of mass destruction’. 

But, given this scary identity, why have the 

countries indulged themselves in a nuclear arms 

race? 

The answeris simple: deterrence. 
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diplomatic pressure, and still others did it voluntés 
The demand-side literature 
The demand-side literature deals with the states’ needs, 


wishes, aspirations and intentions to go for nuclear 
weapons. A bunch of studies conducted on the causes of 
nuclear proliferation examine various reasons. Scholars 
have highlighted different factors that influence the 
decision-making of any state. These actors may either cause 
the state to go nuclear or prevent it from so doing. However, 
Scott Sagan has carefully analysed the subject and 
highlighted three models to explain why nations acquire 
nuclear weapons. The first of these models is organized 
around the security concerns of the military of any state. 
The second highlights domestic actors; political leaders, 
scientists and bureaucratic actors within a state who 
support, or oppose, the decision of going nuclear. 

Finally, the third model focuses on the norms and values 
that a state may have regarding the concerned weapons. 
There is a division among scholars over which model has 
prime importance. Some scholars argue that domestic 
actors may lead states to get nuclear weapons. Others have 
maintained that the concerns of prestige and norms are 
more important. However, Sagan has emphasized the 
importance of the security model. While the other two also 
have significance but they are not sufficient to make any 
state go nuclear. Let's explain all three models below. 


1. The Security Model 
International theory, for long time, has assumed that the 


international system is anarchical. It lacks any central 
authority and itis of great importance for anation to seek its 
survival in a international battle ground. This survival must 
not depend on others, i.e. alliances, etc. rather the state 
needs to be self-reliant. It needs to have a say in world affairs 
by pursuit, possession and application of power. In order to 
do so, the state should constantly check and maintain its 
power vis-a-vis its adversaries. It follows, then, that the state 
must balance its power against the rival state that develops 
nuclear weapons. To do so, it needs to gain nuclear weapons 
itself for the sake of deterrence, and failure to do so may 
lead the state down the drain. Of these arguments, two 
policies are evident: the strong states go for nuclear 
weapons, what they must; and weak states may Carry out a 
formal alliance with nuclear states, which they only can. 
However, going nuclear may be the first priority of the states 
that face threats from nuclear power adversaries. 


2. The Domestic Model . 
This model, as explained earlier, conveys the causes of 


nuclear proliferation from the wishes of domestic 
actors. These domestic actors have personal 
obligations and stakes to either encourage o1 
discourage the making of nuclear weapons 
These actors can be divided into three 
calegories: 

a. The nuclear energy establishment of a 
State. It includes officials that work in the 
state-run laboratories and the scientists, 
chemical engineers and physicists. They 
influence the decision of the government for 
the sake of prestige and appreciation. 
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b. Important factions within the military of any state. These 
units are commonly present in the air force, though the 


influence of the army and the navy cannot be undermined. 
c. Politicians and public leaders. These actors appeal gullible 


public that favours nuclear weapons. They have electoral 


interests. 
In this way, it can be said that when these domestic actors 


are strong enough to influence the decision of the 
government, the chances of nuclear weapons are likely to 


thrive. 
3. The Norms Model 
This reflects the norms concerning nuclear weapons that 


people of a state may have. In other words, the legality of 
states’ actions is often determined by their deeper norms. 
Sometimes, the acquisition of nuclear weapons may serve as 
a matter of prestige for a state. In such a case, the state may 
go for nuclear weapons regardless of the absence of any 
threats. Thus, the possibility of going nuclear is high in a 
state in which the norms of its people are in favour of the 
weapons. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, nuclear weapons have brought about a 


revolutionary change in strategic thinking. The weapons are 
highly significant for establishing and maintaining strategic 
stability. Through these weapons, even a smatler state can 
prevent the unfavourable actions of the potentially 
powerful nation by deterring it of unacceptable 
damage. This security advantage, along with 
other various concerns such as the influence 
of domestic actors and norms that have 
been explained in this article, may lead a 
state toward the acquisition of nuclear 
weapons, & : 


The writer ts a student of BS Political 
Science at School of Politics and Interna- 
tional Relations, Quaid-e-Azam University, 
Islamabad. 
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On Aug. 26, after four 
weeks of contentious 
negotiations, the 10th 
Review Conference of the 
Parties to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) ended without 
reaching agreement on substantive 
conclusions and recommendations 
due to Russia's opposition to a 
summary document presented by 
the Conference President Gustavo 
Zlauvinen of Argentina. In particular, 
Russia objected to a clause about 
control over the Zaporizhzhia power 
plant, and its delegate suggested 
other countries had also voiced 
concerns about the draft outcome 
document. 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is an 
international treaty whose objective 
is to prevent the spread of nuclear 
weapons and their technology to 
foster the peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy and to further the goal of 
disarmament. 


Shafgat Javed 


Between 1965 and 1965, the treaty 
was negotiated by the Eighteen 
Nation Committee on Disarma- 
ment, a United Nations-sponsored 
organization based in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Opened for signature on | July 1968 
- and entered into force on 5 March 
1970, the treaty has, at present, 191 
member states. 

It is essentially a bargain between the 
recognised Nuclear Weapons States 
and the states not possessing 
nuclear weapons. Nuclear-weapon 
states parties under the NPT are 
defined as those that manufactured 
and exploded a nuclear weapon or 
other nuclear explosive devices 
before 1st January 1967. 

The three 'Pillars' of NPT are: 

1. That all states-parties commit to 
pursue general and complete 
disarmament. 

2. That no non-nuclear-weapons 
state develops or acquires nuclear 
weapons 

3. That all state-parties which wish to 
can access and develop nuclear 
technology for peaceful applications 
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(such as generating electricity or for 
medical applications). 

It requires countries to give up any 
present or future plans to build 
nuclear weapons in return for access 
to peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
Of its sub-clauses, Article VI requires 
each party to “undertake to pursue 
negotiations in good faith on 
effective measures relating to 
cessation of the nuclear arms race at 
an early date and to nuclear 
disarmament, and on a Treaty on 
general and complete disarmament 
under strict and effective 
international control”. But none of 
the Nuclear Weapons States have 
acted adequately on their required 
‘good faith', so widespread 
disillusion has led to a new treaty - 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons, or the Nuclear Ban 
Treaty - which offers a pragmatic 
solution to the threats posed by 
nuclear war on all humanity: it was 
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ratified in January 2021 and now has 
66 state-parties, all of which are non- 
nuclear-weapon States. 

It represents the only binding 
commitment in a multilateral treaty 
to the goal of disarmament by the 
nuclear-weapon States. 

Pakistan is not amember of NPT. 

The 10" Review Conference 

The NPT review conferences play an 
important role in analyzing and 
assessing the implementation and 
results of the agreement and 
charting the course of action over the 
next five years. Twenty-five years 
after its entry into force, the decision 
to extend the NPT indefinitely was 
taken at the 1995 Review and 
Extension Conference. The 10th 
Review Conference follows the one in 
2015 that ended without consensus 
on adopting a key outcome over the 
next five years. The 2010 Review 
Conference was the last time NPT 
state parties successfully adopted an 
outcome document that identified 
conclusions and recommendations 
for activities such as the implemen- 
tation of the 1995 resolution on the 
Middle East. 

Concerns after Russia's disagree- 
ment 

The occupation of the Zaporizhzhia 


PROLIFERATION TREATY: ° 


% What: Only binding commitment in a multilateral 
treaty for disarmament by the nuclear-weapon States. 


© To prevent the spread of nuolear weapons and 
Y To promote cooperation in peaceful uses of nuclear 
% Signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1970. 


% 4 non-signatories UN member states: India, Israel, and 
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nuclear plant in southeastern 
Ukraine as well as the takeover of the 
Chernoby! nuclear plant, scene of the 
world's worst nuclear disaster in 
1986, renewed global fears of 
another nuclear emergency. 

The threat of nuclear weapons use 


NUCLEAR 
OSSESSORS: 


India & Pakistan both publicly 
demonstrated their nuclear weapon 
Capabilities in May 1998. 
sors to tne Arms Control 
besn tadmit or deny 
ip & states it will not 
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today is higher than at any time since 
the heights of the Cold War and the 
deteriorated international security 
environment. 

This NPT conference represents a 
missed opportunity to strengthen 
the treaty and global security by 
agreeing to a specific action plan 
with benchmarks and timeframes to 
effectively address the growing 
dangers of nuclear arms racing and 
nuclear weapons use. 

What member countries say? 

Many other states expressed 
disappointment about the lack of 
ambition, especially in the forward- 
looking section of the draft outcome 
document presented by the 
Conference President, but did not 
wish to block adoption. On the final 
day of the conference, Aug. 26, 
almost 50 states delivered 
statements until nearly midnight to 
convey their reactions. Russia, the 
sole state to oppose consensus, did 
so because of its “objections on key 
points which have a _ political 
dimension and are known to all.” The 
Russian delegation also deemed 
comments made throughout the 
conference to be “anti-Russian, 
politicized, unjustified and 
misleading on the situation in 
Ukraine.” 

Pakistan's position on nuclear non- 
proliferation 

Pakistan is a strong supporter of 
multilateralism and continues to 
play a leading role for international 
peace and security. Pakistan 
considers that peace and stability 
can only be ensured through a strong 
non-discriminatory rules-based 
international order. A robust non- 
proliferation regime is the central 
pillar of such a rules-based order. 
Therefore, Pakistan stands 
committed to the objectives of 
nuclear non-proliferation and 
disarmament for the benefit of all 
humankind. 

After 1974, when the first nuclear 
test was conducted in our neighbor- 
hood, Pakistan made several 
proposals for keeping South Asia 
free of nuclear weapons and 
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missiles. These included 
simultaneous «pplication of 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) safeguards on all nuclear 
facilities and bilateral arrangement 
for their reciprocal inspections; 
simultaneous accession to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT); regional CTBT; Zero Missile 
Regime in South Asia; and signing of 
a Non-Aggression Pact. 
Unfortunately, none of these 
proposals met a faverak'* resvonse. 

Pakistan was not the first to 
introduce nuclear weapons in South 
Asia. It was forced to develop nuclear 
capability for self-defence. After 
1998, Pakistan proposed the 
establishment of a Strategic 
Restraint Regime (SRR) in South Asia. 
The SRR is premised on _ three 
interlocking and mutually 
reinforcing elements of conflict 
resolution, nuclear and missile 
restraint and conventional balance. If 
taken up in earnest, this proposal can 
lay the foundation of lasting peace 
and stability in the region. 

“Pakistan will continue to contribute 
towards achieving non-proliferation 
objectives on an equal footing as a 
partner of the international 
community. We seek a non- 
discriminatory global regime on non- 
proliferation that is principle-based, 
inclusive and underpinned by the 
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cardinal principle of equal and 
undiminished security for all states. 
Genuine progress on disarmament 
necessitates a conducive regional 
and global security environment as 
well as the resolution of long- 
standing disputes and conflicts,” 
says the country Foreign Office. 
Future of NPT 

The future credibility of the treaty 
rests onits full implementation. NPT 
is currently facing numerous 


challenges, which entail the issue of 
non-proliferation and disarmament 
to its failure to integrate the three 
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nuclear weapon states into its fold 
which are Pakistan, India and Israel. 
Despite possessing nuclear arsenals 
of comparable size, there are slim 
chances for India and Pakistan to 
sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) in the near future. Security 
experts in both countries believe that 
the Treaty was "discriminatory”. 
The NPT has not been able to bring 
nuclear weapon states to one table, 
without discrimination; hence, it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to 
universalize the non-proliferation 
norms. 
Though NPT has been credited with 
successfully preventing the 
horizontal proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, it has numerous 
loopholes. So far, it has been unable 
to make any progress towards 
disarmament, which is the crucial 
element of the treaty. The existing 
limitations in the treaty and the 
further emergent challenges make 
the future of NPT very bleak. If such 
challenges persist, they could 
threaten the very existence of NPT. 
Hence, in order to keep the NPT 
mounting, and for the maintenance 
of its sanctity, it is imperative to 
address the challenges and advance 
with the non-discriminatory 
approach. B) 

The writer is a member of staff: 
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Back in 1950s, when Iran was a 
staunch supporter of the United 
States under the rule of Reza Shah 
D Pahlavi, the US, through the 'Atom 
for Peace Program’, helped Iran, 
like other developing countries, to use 
nuclear program for energy and other civilian, 
peaceful purposes. This program helped the 
US secure its allies during the Cold War. The 
US thought that if it provides peaceful civilian 
nuclear technology to its allies, they would 
not need to build it militarily. Through 
this program, Iran received 
nuclear technology, fuel, 
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laboratory equipment, and power plants. In 
1967, Iran received its first SMW (megawatts) 
research reactor from the US. Along with this, 
in February 1979, the Iranian parliament 
ratified the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
thus agreeing to its main tenet of preventing 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons and use 
of nuclear energy for only peaceful purposes. 
After the Iranian Revolution in 1979, whereby 
a pro-American government was replaced 
wit h an anti-American 
one, the US 
ceased its 

suppor 
t for 


From “Atom for Peace” to JCPOA 


Once was a time when the United States helped Iran start its nuclear program; however, Uncle Sam now wants it otherwise. To 
curtail the Iranian nuclear program, the P5+1 — the UN Security Council's five permanent members (the P5); namely China, 
France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States; plus Germany - inked with Tehran, in 2015, a landmark agreement, 
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran Nuclear Deal. However, the pact has been 
in jeopardy since the capricious Donald Trump, the then-US president, unilaterally withdrew, in 2018, the US from it and imposed 
a slew of new sanctions on the Islamic republic. 
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Iranian nuclear program, although the latter covertly 
continued its work on it. It, somehow, managed to import 
nuclear facilities, such as centrifuges - an instrument 
needed for the enrichment of uranium. Sensing the 
fragility of the situation, Iran kept secret 
everything regarding its nuclear 
program. However, it was later on 

known that Iran, through Project 

Amad, had established its plan, 

in late 1990s/early 2000s, of 

acquiring weapons-grade 

uranium, testing of nuclear 
weapons components and the 
construction of anuclear weapon. 

However, according to media 
reports, it was believed that the 
project had perhaps ended 
suddenly in 2003. But, the Intern 
ational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was suspicious of its 
abandonment, as were Israel and the West. Later on, many 
covert nuclear facilities, which were believed to be 
working toward the building of a nuclear bomb, were 
reported by the IAEA. With this, Israel claimed that its 
spies had found documents regarding Project Amad 
showing that it was not abandoned and that Iran was close 
to having a nuclear weapon. Meanwhile, Iran denied the 
IAEA inspection team access to its nuclear facilities. All 
these developments made the West more suspicious of 
the intentions of Iran. The international community was 
now convinced that Iran was intending to become a 
nuclear power, because the number of centrifuges 
Teported was more than what was needed for civilian 
purposes. The Islamic Republic, however, had been 
denying such allegation saying that its nuclear program is 


entirely for peaceful purposes. 

Now, to prevent Iran from building a nuclear weapon, the 
international community, especially the US and other 
Security Council members, imposed sanctions on Iran, 
targeting particularly its oil imports and banking sector. 
The West strained every nerve-to sabotage, both covertly 
and overtly, the Iranian nuclear program. For example, in 
2010, as many as 15 Iranian nuclear facilities were cyber- 
attacked. Despite the warnings and sanctions from the 
West, Iran was adamant to not quit its nuclear program, 
insisting that it was only for civilian energy and research 
purposes. However, the crippling economic sanctions had 
badly affected its already dwindling economy, 

Thus, being in cognizance of the fact that diplomacy is the 
best solution to any crisis, both the West and Iran, after 
the hectic efforts of many years, eventually came to the 
negotiation table. Consequently, the negotiation came to 
fruition in July 2015, with the signing of the JCPOA. 

The aim of this agreement was the nuclear non- 
proliferation and use of nuclear technology only for 
peaceful purposes. To put it otherwise, it aimed to prevent 
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the spread of nuclear weapons falling in the wrong hands, 
After all, when it comes to the nuclear weapons, the p; 
countries are the bosses. They reckon that any othe; 
country 


may prove irresponsible in handling 
the nuclear technology. Thus, ty 
keep check on countries that are 
ambitious of acquiring nuclear 
program, these countries have 
made various treaties and 
organizations, e.g. Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), Nuciear Suppliers 
Group (NSG), International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
Thus, to prevent Iran from going 
nuclear, the JCPOA was signed. 
According to the pact, Iran agreed to 
limit its nuclear program and allow the IAEA inspectors 
to monitor and inspect its nuclear facilities in exchange 
for lifting the biting economic sanctions. It assured the 
international community that it will not produce either 
the highly-enriched uranium or plutonium that could be 
used in building a nuclear weapon. Moreover, its nuclear 
facilities, as Iran guaranteed, would pursue only civilian 
work, including medical and industrial research. To 
reciprocate, the US, UN and EU agreed to lift sanctions and 
end weapons embargo on Iran. Ban on the sale of Iranian 
oil was ended and it was allowed to access its USS$100 
billion assets overseas which had been frozen due to 
sanctions. With this, Iran was allowed to use the global 
financial system for trade. 
While heading toward the agreement, the US intelligence 
reports had estimated that, in the absence of an 
agreement, Iran may build nuclear bomb within a year. 
Now, in concordance with the accord, the IAEA, the global 
nuclear watchdog, was tasked to closely monitor the 
situation and that no fissile material is covertly 
transported to a secret location to build an atomic bomb. 
The proponents of the agreement maintained that it 
would prevent Iran from having nuclear weapons and 
would diminish the prospects of conflict between Iran and 
its regional rivals, such as Israel and Saudi Arabia. They 
believed that if there were no accord, a huge arms race in 
the Middle Cast would be pursued with each country going 
nuclear to counter and deter its opponent. Saudi Arabia, 
for instance, had already signalled that it would obtain 
nuclear weapons shall Iran get one. Moreover, Israel, the 
undeclared nuclear state, and the arch-foe of Iran, does 
not want any other nuclear state in the region. It had taken 
preemptive military actions against suspected nuclear 
facilities in Iraq and Syria. It is doing the same in case of 
Iran, albeit with variable severity. 
After a year of IAEA's evaluation, it was confirmed that 
Iran was complying with the pact. However, in 2018, 
President Trump, being penchant toward Israel, 
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announced that he wanted to renegotiate the agreement 
on new conditions in first place. But, later, he unilaterally 
withdrew from the agreement calling it too lenient on Iran. 
He said the agreement had failed to address Iran's ballistic 
missile program - a thing which was not included in the 
accord - and its proxy warfare in the region, especially 
Yemen and Syria. He imposed fresh sanctions on Iran, 
targeting its oil and banking sectors. To keep the accord 
alive, despite the US withdrawal, Iran remained fully 
committed to it for a year but, in 2019, in response to the 
biting economic sanctions, it also breached the accord by 
enriching more uranium than the agreed cap. It also 
significantly curtailed the access of international 
inspectors to the nuclear sites. 

Critics of the accord said the agreement is short-sighted 
because it binds Iran only for short time as the agreement 
has an expiry date. For instance, after ten years — from 
January 2016, the date the agreement came into force — 
restrictions on the number of centrifuges will be lifted. 
And after 15 years, the cap on the quantity of enriched 
uranium will be removed. Some of the opponents of the 
accord say that the accord would 
only delay Iran's building of a 
bomb and the sanction relief 
would prepare it for the same. 
However, whatever the agreement, 
once agreed to its tenets, one 
cannot quit it on one's own. With 
great power, as they say, comes 
great responsibility. The US, being 
the world's sole superpower, 
should not have hastily 
abandoned such a landmark 
agreement. Even the staunch US 
allies chastised Trump's irrational 
withdrawal. To prevent further 
aggravation of an already fragile situation, several 
countries, the US allies among them, continued to import 
Iranian oil and traded with Iran outside the US banking 
system. 

Accusing the US of breaching the accord, Iran started to 
enrich more uranium. In 2020, following the targeted 
killing of its military general Qasem Soleimani by the US 
and the assassination of its nuclear scientist allegedly by 
Israel, Iran sped up its uranium-enrichment activities. 
Criticizing the Trump's withdrawal, the now-incumbent 
US president, Joe Biden, had promised, in his election 
campaign, to revive the Iran deal. He said that if Iran 
abides by the agreement, the US will again enter into it. 
Consequently, the JCPOA signatories, in April 2020, began 
Parleys to bring back Washington and Tehran into the 
agreement. Many issues, including the Russia's attack on 
Ukraine and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' 
(IRGC) designation as a terrorist organization by the US, 
however, have halted the progress in talks. The US says it 
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will only agree to the agreement on these prerequisites: 
retaining the IRGC on its terrorism blacklist, adding new 
conditions to the accord - such as the Iranian ballistic 
missile program, release of Western prisoners, and that 
Iran must quit its proxy wars in the region. On the other 
hand, Iran says it will re-enter the accord on the following 
terms: remove IRGC from the terrorism list, lifting of 
economic sanctions, no inclusion of new conditions and 
sanctions, and assurance from the US that it will not quit 
the deal in the future. By not yielding to each other's 
demands, some analysts are of the opinion that the Iran 
nuclear deal is now close to death. 

However, for the sake of world's peace, both the parties 
should come in good terms with each other. If the US and 
EU are serious about the revival of the deal, they should 
consider Iranian demand and remove its worries. Both 
should take some confidence-building measures to 
remove the trust deficit that has been there since the 
inception of nuclear talks. On its part, the US should shun 
its war rhetoric, and should not clump all other issues for 
agreeing to the nuclear talks. The Western negotiators 
should assure Tehran that they 
are negotiating with the latter 
in good faith. It should also lift 
sanctions from Iran so that the 
country may reap the fruits of 
the deal. On the other hand, 
Iran should equally reciprocate 
by abiding by the deal and 
limiting its nuclear program for 
the sake of peace of the world. 
It should efficiently cash the 
easing of sanctions to re-build 
its shattering economy and give 
its people a better standard of 
life. 

Additionally, the US should prevent Israel, which 
considers Iran as an existential threat, from scuttling the 
agreement. Israel has been trying to spoil the atmosphere 
for any future nuclear deal. The irresponsible talks from 
Israel threaten to scuttle the chances of any deal. For 
instance, its foreign minister has been quoted as saying 
that “we are more unhappy with [the nuclear] deal”. 
Likewise, its military chief of staff has been reported to 
have said that his forces are ready “to deal with Iran and 
the military nuclear threat”. Such reckless statements only 
aggravate the already volatile situation of the Middle East. 
Instead, it should show some statesmanship to ease the 
tense environment in the region. All the parties concerned 
should bury their hatchets and work for the world's peace. 
Give peace, as the famous saying goes, a chance! 


The writer is currently serving as an educator in KP 
government. He can be reached at: 
faridullah165@gmail.com 
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December 19, 2021, Pakistan hosted an 
extraordinary session of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers of Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (Of) at the Parliament House in 
Islamabad, with,an aim to seek humanitarian 
aid and economic assistance for Afghanistan. 
The focus of this Conference was the situation 
in Afghanistan”- and. to be more specific - the 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. 
Before the start of the meeting, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that the OIC Extraordinary session 
would prove to be a stepping stone in finding solutions to 
the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and this was also 
an opportunity for world capitals to know about ground 
realities from Taliban representatives. He added that the 
world was now coming to the same point that Pakistan 
had maintained for a long time. He warned that a 


ae 
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humanitarian crisis and economic collapse of the country 
would affect the entire world, stressing that Europe tog 
would witness an influx of refugees. “In case of such g 
crisis, the country's neighbours, including Pakistan, anq 
European Union states, would have to prepare for another 
influx of refugees,” he said. 

Backdrop 

The backdrop of this Conference was the serious 
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan where the 
suspension of development and other foreign assistance, 
funding by IFIs and freezing of Afghan assets abroad have 
exacerbated the situation. There is a clear danger of 
economic collapse and millions are in danger of 
starvation. 

According to UN estimates, more than half of 
Afghanistan's population - around 22.8 million Afghans - 
face crisis levels of hunger. The situation is getting worse 
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The Muslim World shows unity to address 
growing crisis in Afghanistan 


The deteriorating situation in Afghanistan is alarming as it may result in a humanitarian catastrophe and economic collapse of 
Afghanistan which can translate into mass hunger and a flood of refugees. It is in this backdrop that Pakistan has hosted an 
extraordinary session of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation Council of Foreign Ministers, in Islamabad. The meeting urged to 
devise aroad map for mobilizing actions at the relevant fora to unlock the financial and banking channels to resume liquidity and 
flow of financial and humanitarian assistance in the land-locked country. In the context of the developments in Afghanistan since 
15th August, and the way the humanitarian challenges confronting the people of Afghanistan have escalated in recent weeks, 
this Extraordinary Session of OIC was of great significance as part of the growing international concern about the humanitarian 


crisis in Afghanistan and the urgent need to address it. 
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by the day, especially with winter setting in. 

World Food Programme (WFP) has warned that 3.2 million 
children are at risk of acute malnutrition. According to 
UNHCR, 665,000 people have been newly displaced within 
Afghanistan between January and September 2021, and 
they are at risk of acute malnutrition. 

According to UNHCR, 665,000 people have been newly 
displaced within Afghanistan between January and 
September 2021 — in addition to the 2.9 million people 
already internally displaced. 

According to UNDP, 97 % of Afghans could fall below the 
poverty line unless the crisis is addressed. 

Participants 

Besides the foreign ministers from the OIC member states 
and observers, participants included special invitees from 
the United Nations system, international financial 
institutions and some non-member states including the 
US, UK, France, China, Russia, Germany, Italy and Japan. 
Taliban foreign minister Amir Khan Muttaqi and special 
representatives on Afghanistan from the United States, 
Russia, China and European Union also attended the 
event. 

Meeting place 

The day-long conference was held at the Parliament House. 
It was rare for such events to be held in the main halls of 
the National Assembly, which is particularly reserved for 
elected members of the lower house of Pakistan’s 
parliament (Majlis-e-Shoora). 

Purpose 

The purpose of the OIC meeting was to address the 
looming humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and turn the 
world's attention to the people of the war-ravaged 
country, who are at severe risk of starvation and disease. 
"Besides expressing solidarity with the Afghan people, the 
|meeting aimed] to explore avenues for containing and 
reversing the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in Afghanistan, especially in terms of food 
shortages, displacement of people and a_ potential 
economic collapse," said the Foreign Office. 

The meeting also sought the support of the international 
community to prevent a humanitarian catastrophe and 
economic collapse of Afghanistan. The extraordinary 
meeting of OIC Council of Foreign Ministers had great 
significance for Afghanistan as the people were facing 
famine, hunger and lawlessness after withdrawal of the 
United States. 
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Some of the key objectives of 
the Extraordinary Session of 
the OIC were: 

a. To express solidarity of the 
Muslim Ummah with the people 
of Afghanistan 

b. To consider practical! 
arrangements and concrete 
steps to help address the 
humanitarian needs of the 
Afghan people, especially in 
terms of food shortages, displacement of people, and 
potential economic collapse. 

c. To galvanize international support for the provision of 
urgent and sustained humanitarian assistance. To this 
end, the possibility of a dedicated ‘special purpose 
vehicle’ under the aegis of the OIC is under consideration. 
Analysis 

The single most important takeaway from the OIC summit 
was that at least some modicum of care for the people of 
Afghanistan was prominent. It goes to Islamabad's credit, 
then, that it moblised the 57-member bloc in such a way 
that the international community will now be forced to 
take note and pressure Washington into loosening its 
chokehold on Kabul's finances. Not only should, and most 
likely will, more voices call for an end to the stiff 
sanctions, but surely everybody will press for the release 
of approximately $10 billion of the Afghan central bank's 
money frozen in foreign banks. 

While it is good to reaffirm Pakistan's commitment to 
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further strengthening ties with other Muslim 
countries, there are certain points that need 
highlighting. Pakistan's decision to host the 
Extraordinary Session of the OIC for Afghanistan was 
timely, keeping in view the extremely hard conditions 
the people of Afghanistan are going through. To help 
financially strained Afghanistan, full cooperation 
among the OIC members is the need of the hour. We 
may also hope that the outcomes of the OIC 
conference would be instrumental in mobilising the 
international community to support the people of 
Afghanistan on humanitarian grounds. The crises 
confronting Afghanistan are not only financial; they have 
multiple dimensions - from providing education and food 
security to health facilities and livelihood opportunities. 
The prime minister's warning to the global community 
could not be clearer that Afghanistan could potentially 
become the biggest “man-made crisis in the world” if the 
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Islamabad 70+ Delegations 


@ Create a vehicle within the OIC to channel support to the Afghan people 


(2) Increase investment in Afghanistan, bilaterally or through the OIC, in areas such as 
education, health and technical and vocational skills to the Afghan youth 


Create a group of experts comprising the OIC, the UN & international financial institutions 


to consider ways and means to facilitate Afghanistan 


o Focus on enhancing food security of the Afghan people The Islamic Organization for 


Food Security can and must lead this effort 


5) Invest in building capacity of Afghan institutions In countering terrorism end combating 


ifictt trade in narcotics 


6] Engagement of OIC with Afghan authorities to help advance the expectations of the 


for human rights, especially the rights of women and girls; and combating terrorism. 


international community, in particular, regarding political and social inclusivity, respect 


OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 


Humanitarian & 
Economic Crisisin 
Afghanistan 


Hissein Brahim Taha (tecretary Genera! arc) 

&* “We call for promoting the role of the OIC Mission in Kabul, providing it with financial, 
human and logistical resources to enable it to deliver its full responsibility of 

“coordinating humanitarian and development aid operations for the Afghan people.” 


fmran Khon (Prime Minister of Pakistan) 
“If the world doesnt act, this will be the biggest man-made crisis which Is unfolding 
in front of us.” 


Shah Mehmood Quresh! (Foreign Minister of Pak stam) 

“Over half their papulation — 22.8 million people — face food shortage. Millions of 
Afghan children are at risk of dying from mainutrition. This situation has been 
brought about by a multiplicity of factors such as years of conflict, poor governance 
and excessive dependence on foreign aid.” 
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world does not act now. Though in addition to the OIC 
members, delegates from China, European Union, Russia, 
and the United States participated in the meeting, there 
was no concrete announcement for any major aid to 


Afghanistan. 

It is an ethical and moral duty of the world - and more so 
of the Muslim world - to ‘delink’ the Taliban government 
from the 40 million Afghan citizens, as the PM put it. 
There can be no two opinions about how significant it is 
now to take immediate action. This lack of 
commitment from the international community 
isalsoaresultof the Taliban's reluctance to fulfil 
their commitments about forming an inclusive 
government and ensuring women’s rights. While 
some Way can, and should, definitely be found to 
provide aid to the people of Afghanistan, we 
must ermphasise that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan's assertion that the idea of human rights is 
different in every society does not carry much 
weight and is contrary to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights that most of the 
countries have committed to since 1948. 
Cultures can vary across urban and rural areas, 
across Class divisions, ethnicities, but respect for 
fundamental and human rights is imperative. It 
is a disservice to Pashtun culture if it is lumped 
together with the regressive measures that the 
Taliban are wont to impose. Being sensitive to 
cultural norms does not translate into 


condoning violations of basic rights. At the 
moment, though, all eyes are on the countries 
around the globe - as Afghans battle a crippling 
winter. § 
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Sweden and Finland's bid for the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization membership, 
which is seen as one of the most 
significant side effects of the 
Russia-Ukraine war, has been 
occupying the main agenda of 
international politics for the last 
several weeks. The discussion 
entered a new phase when the 
two Nordic neighbours, in what 
Nato Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg has dubbed as a 
‘historic step', formally submitted 
their applications to join the 
world's biggest military alliance. 
The delivery of the letters to the 
alliance's Brussels headquarters 
marks the start of an accession 
process that could take months 
but is expected to result in an 
expansion of Nato from 30 to 32 
members, remaking Europe's 
post-Cold War security 
architecture. 
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May 15, Finland and Sweden submitted letters formally 
applying to join the 30-member North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (Nato). The Nato Secretary General, Jens 
Stoltenberg, personally accepted the Nordic neighbours’ 
membership applications at the headquarters of the 30- 
member, US-led defensive military alliance in Haren, in the 
north-east of Brussels. “The security interests of all allies 
have to be taken into account and we are determined to work through all 
issues and reach rapid conclusions,” Stoltenberg said, adding that “all 
allies agree on the importance of Nato enlargement. We all agree that we 
must stand together and we all agree that this is an historic moment 
which we must seize.” 
Neutral throughout the Cold War, the two countries’ decision to join the 
alliance is one of the most significant changes in Europe's security 
architecture in decades. This is a dramatic turn for two countries that 
have defined their geopolitical identities around non-alignment — 
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Finland, for decades, and Sweden for two centuries. 
Why now? 
Finland and Sweden already closely cooperate with Nato 
but they eschewed formal membership, a stance that 
worked both politically and strategically. But Russia's full- 
scale invasion of Ukraine changed everything. A:.er 
resisting Nato membership for so long, Russia's invasion 
forced them to reconsider their security interests, and see 
ascension as a deterrent to possible future Russian 
aggression. 
Sweden and Finland's close partnership means they will 
likely move in lockstep. Nato and its members are 
expected to openly welcome them (with a potential hiccup 
or two). There is also a sense of urgency. Both these 
countries are not formally protected by Nato's mutual 
defense guarantees until they are actually in the pact. 
Experts believe that since both countries are Nato's 
closest partners; they have well-funded armed forces and 
contribute to the alliance's military operations and air 
j policing; therefore, any obstacles they face will merely be 
of atechnical, or possibly political nature. * 
What comes next? 
Both Finland and Sweden already meet many of the 
requirements for membership, which include having a 
functioning democratic political system based on a 
| market economy; treating minority populations fairly; 
| committing to resolve conflicts peacefully; the ability and 
| willingness to make a military contribution to Nato 
‘| operations; and committing to democratic civil-military 
| relations and institutions; therefore Nato will now 
convene its decision-making body, the North Atlantic 
Council, to decide whether to move forward with the 
request. 
As any bid to join Nato must be agreed upon by all 30 
members of the alliance, the main obstacle to Finland and 
Sweden's membership comes from within the alliance. 
Turkey claims that both Sweden and Finland have 
provided a refuge for Kurdish groups it labels "terrorists," 
and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan insists 
Ankara will not approve the expansion. 
What does Nato membership entail? 
The reason most countries join Nato is because of Article 
5 of the North Atlantic Treaty, which stipulates that all 
signatories consider an attack on one an attack 
against all. 
Article 5 has been a cornerstone of the 
alliance since Nato was founded in 
1949 as a counterweight to the 
Soviet Union. 
The point of the treaty, 
and Article 5 
specifically, was 
to deter the 
Soviets 
fro 
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m attacking liberal democracies that lacked military 
strength. Article 5 guarantees that the resources of the 
whole alliance — including the massive US military — can 
be used to protect any single member nation, such as 
smaller countries who would be defenseless without their 
allies. Iceland, for example, has no standing army. 

Former Swedish leader Carl Bildt, however, doesn't see 
new big military bases being built in either country should 
they. join Nato. He says that joining the alliance would 
likely mean more joint military training and planning 
between Finland, Sweden and Nato’'s 30 current members. 
Swedish and Finnish forces could also participate in other 
Nato operations around the globe, such as those in the 
Baltic states, where several bases have multinational 
troops. 

"There's going to be preparations for contingencies. as 
part of deterring any adventures that the Russians might 
be thinking of," Bildt said. "The actual change is going to 
be fairly limited." 

Benefits for Nato 

Being a member of Nato will give both the nations a 
security guarantee under the alliance's “Article 5” on 
collective defence. 

Nato, too, has shown eagerness about Finland and 
Sweden's memberships. Usually, becoming an official 
Nato member can take up to a year as it requires the 
approval of all existing member states. However, Nato 
Secretary General, Jens Stoltenberg, has ensured that the 
countries could join quickly and that the organisation 
would make full security arrangements during the 
interim period. 
Finland's geographical location plays inits _.# 
favour as once it becomes a member, 

the length of borders Russia 
shares with Nato would 
double and it would also 
strengthen the 
alliance's 
position in 
t he 


paltic Sea. 

The symbolic consequence of 
this cannot be ignored as well. 
More sovereign powers siding 
with the West and increasing 
its strength is a direct blow to 
Russia. Former Prime Minister 
of Denmark Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen wrote in a New 
York Times column that if 
Sweden and Finland do join 
Nato, especially under these 
circumstances, “it would show 
Putin that the war is 
counterproductive and it only 
strengthens Western unity, 
resolve and military prepared- 
ness.” 

Russia's apprehensions 

If Finland joins, it would 
double the length of the 
alliance's border with Russia, 


NATO membership 
requires long, 
multi-step process —— 


NATO's approval of new members is 
possible only after technical and legal 
processes consisting many phases 


Membership requires unanimous 


vote of 30 members 


+a) NATO 
+ ‘  OTAN 


7-STEP ACCESSION 
PROCESS AFTER 
NATO'S OFFICIAL 


If reforms are to be 
made, a calendar of 
reforms is also laid 
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their ratification 
processes, issue a 
notification that 
they have accepted 
the protocols that 
envisage the 
accession of the 
new member state 


INVITATION 


adding a further 1,300 
kilometres (830 miles) for 
Moscow to defend. That is why 
Russia has repeatedly warned 
against Nato expansion. When 
the membership of both 
countries became clear, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin warned that there would 
be consequences. Similarly, 
Russia's foreign ministry said 
that Helsinki must be aware of 
the “consequences” of its 


NATO experts and 

representatives of 

the invited country 
hold talks 


The invited 
country sends an 
Official letter of 
intent to the NATO 
secretary-general 
and declares that 
it accepts the 


move, and Kremlin obligations and 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov commitments of 
threatened a “corresponding NATO 
symmetrical response.” membership 


Russia's struggles in Ukraine, 
among other factors, make 
any sort of military threat 
against Finland or Sweden unlikely, though experts and 
officials believe other types of hybrid warfare are 
possible, like disinformation campaigns or cyber attacks. 

Russia, which stated that its invasion of Ukraine was 
intended to prevent Nato's expansion, now faces a much 
greater challenge. Indeed, the Kremlin already said that 
the admission of Finland and Sweden would be viewed as 
an absolute threat. Nonetheless, Russian officials not only 
Stated that admitting those states into Nato would not 
only fail to make Europe safer but warned that Nato 
membership would turn those places into conflict zones 
and part of the enemy, which would entail great risks. 
They also threatened to “retaliate” in the form of 


out in this letter 


(6) When all these 
NATO prepares 


stages are 
additional completed, the 
accession protocols NATO 


to the Washington 
Treaty. These 

| protocols are 
signed by NATO 
countries 


@ The protocols must 
be ratified by NATO 


member states in 


secretary-general 
invites the new 
member to join the 
alliance 


Gs The new member 
completes its own 
national legal 
process and submits 


line with their its accession 
national laws and document to the 
procedures US, which has kept 


the Washington 


All member states, Treaty, and 
after completing becomes a NATO 
member 


“military-technical precautions” among other things. 
Russia, which sees that it will be contained from the north 
as well, should be expected to try and station nuclear 
missiles in the Baltic Sea. © 

Some at Nato worry that the Russians might deploy 
nuclear weapons or more hypersonic missiles to the 
Kaliningrad exclave, across the Baltic Sea wedged between 
allies Poland and Lithuania. 

Why is Turkey wary? 

Turkey opposes the possible membership of the two 
states due to five main reasons: 

1. First of all, Turkey does not oppose the eastward 
enlargement of Nato rather it has generally supported 
Nato's expansionism. However, after some leading Nato 
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members began to otherize Turkey and remained 
indifferent to Turkey's security concerns, Ankara decided 
to question some Nato moves, suchas the enhancement of 
Nato's military presence in the Baltic states. 

2. Turkey has greatly suffered from a previous experience 
when the military government led by late Gen. Kenan 
Evren accepted the return of Greece to Nato in 1980. 
Turkey’s acceptance of Greece led Athens to block any 
pro-Turkish policy in both Nato and the European Union, 
of which it became a member in 1981. Therefore, Erdogan 
clearly explained that “we do not want to be stung again 
from the same place that we were stung before.” With this 
statement, he was referring to Greece's return to Nato in 
1980. 

The current Turkish government does not want to repeat 
the same mistake. For Ankara, one of the means to 
overcome both internal and external pressures is by 
introducing a referendum on the issue. Ankara may ask 
the Turkish people whether to accept the membership of 
these two countries or not. 

Third, Turkey will not allow the membership of these two 
states while they support anti-Turkish actors, including 
terrorist organizations. The record of Sweden is especially 
problematic due to its position as a safe haven for anti- 
Turkish political groups. Both states have been 
supporting the PKK, the terror group 
FETO and Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Front (DHKP-C) militants and 
allowing them to carry out anti-Turkish 
activity. In addition, Sweden has been 
imposing embargos against Turkey, 
mainly due to Ankara's opposition to 
terrorist organizations. 

Fourth, the Scandinavian countries were 
located in a relatively secure region. 
They are known as militarily secure, 
politically stable and economically 
advanced states that do not need to be 
concerned about their future. 
Therefore, Sweden and Finland had 
considered their Nato membership 
needlessly provocative to Russia and 
did not attempt to become Nato 
members. However, with the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia, their concern has 
risen and they have decided to take 
precautionary measures against the 
possible Russian expansionism. The 
Russian invasion of Ukraine has led to a 
paradigm shift in the security of these 
two states. Now, they feel compelled to 
have further security alignments with 
more powerful states such as the United 
States and the United Kingdom. In other 
words, they do not consider the EU as a 


ICELAND 


IRELAND 


PORT. 
SPAIN 
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sufficiently deterrent institution. 

Fifth, the Scandinavian countries have been reluctant ip 
burden-sharing with other European countries, This 
reluctance has led to the creation of a new rift within 
Europe, the rift between the north and the south, 
Relatively stable, prosperous and secure Nordic states 
do/did not want to take any responsibility in the struggle 
against the global economic crisis or the mounting 
refugee crisis. 

Conclusion 

Sweden and Finland have been inching towards the West 
on security issues since joining the EU in 1995, shortly 
after the end of the Cold War. But Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine dramatically accelerated that process, pushing 
Sweden and Finland to pull the trigger on Nato 
membership. No doubt, this will anger Russia, which 
blames, at least in part, its war in Ukraine on Nato's 
continued expansion closer to its borders. So far, Moscow 
is doing nothing obvious to dissuade the two — apart 
from a couple of incidents where Russian planes entered 
their airspace. The Kremlin has warned that its response 
could depend on how close Nato infrastructure moves 
toward Russia's borders. & 


The writer is a senior analyst and columnist. 
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On June 26, the G7 countries officially launched the 
Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment 
(VGH), a Jolnt initiative to fund infrastructure projects in 
developing countries. in an effort to address the 
infrastructure gap in the developing world, US President Joe 
Biden announced that the United States will mobilize 
$200 billion dollars of investment in global 

infrastructure projects under this new strategy. 
The overall investment goal from the G7 
countries and the private sector will be $600 
billion over the next five years. 

Introduction 

‘The recently announced infrastructure 
plan Partnership for Global Infrastructure 
and Investment is meant to bolster the global 
economy and is supported by a commitment of 
$600 billion from G-7 nations for the 
construction of global infrastructure by 
2027, and aims to support global 
energy security via climate-resilient 
infrastructure and. soft 
infrastructural development 
in the digital economy, 

among other things. The 

PGI will “deliver game- 
changing projects to close 
the infrastructure gap in 
developing countries, strengthen 
the global economy and supply 
chains and advance US national 
security,” says a White House Fact Sheet. 
This initiative is, in some ways, a 
continuation and expansion of the Build Back 
Better World (B3W) initiative introduced by 
Biden last year as a strategic alternative to 
China's Belt and Road (BRI). 
"I want to be clear. This isn't aid or 
charity. It's an investment that 
will deliver returns for 

everyone," Biden said, 

adding that it would allow 
countries to "see the concrete 
benefits of partnering with 


Seven (G-7) Leaders' Summit in the 
Castle, Germany, US President Joe Biden 
economic statecraft: the Partnership for Global 
this new package, the United States and six other 
in private and public funds over five years to finance 
It also aims to support global energy security via 
climate-resilient infrastructure and soft infrastructural development in the digital economy, 
among other things. As per the Fact Sheet available on the White House website, the PGIl aims to “mobilize 
hundreds of billions of dollars and deliver quality, sustainable infrastructure that makes a difference in people's 
lives around the world, strengthens and diversifies our supply chains, creates new opportunities for American workers and 
businesses, and advances [American] national security.” 


On June 26, during the Group of 

Bavarian Alps at the Schloss Elmau 
launched the grouping's foray into 
Infrastructure and Investment (PGIl). In 
countries have pledged to raise $600 billion 
needed infrastructure in developing countries. 
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democracies,” 
Background 
Technically speaking, itis old wine in anew bottle — justa 
rebranding and an official launch of what had been rolled 
out last year at the G7 in the UK as "Build Back Better 
World” (B3W), which was called Biden's version of the New 
Deal and signature domestic policy. The project envisaged 
mobilizing hundreds of billions of dollars from developed 
countries over the next several years, Tttwas placed on 
hold by congressional Republicans. They are 
concerned that what the administration sold as 
an initiative to counter Chinese influence is in 
reality a vaguely defined effort to direct US 
government funds toward projects 
ranging from solar panels to gender- 
equity initiatives. 

Little had been heard of Build 
Rack Better World since its 
launch, while in January the 
EU launched its own 
infrastructure fund for 
developing countries, called 
the Global Gateway, aiming 
to mobilise €300bn in 
investments between 2021 
and 2027. At the time, the EU 
insisted that its fund would work 
alongside B3W, and not be a rival. The 
UK, outside the FU, launched its own 
infrastructure project called the Clean 
Green Initiative. Japan is planning to raise 
$65bn over the same period for regional 
connectivity. 

"We collectively have dozens of projects already 
underway around the globe,” Biden said, arguing that this 
effort will prove that democracies can 
deliver, and with fewer strings 
attached than Chinese-funded 
infrastructure. “It's a chance for us to 
share our positive vision for the future. 
And let communities around the world 
see themselves, see for themselves the 
concrete benefits of partnering with 
democracies,” he said. 

Pillars 

The PGI will be executed across four 
priority pillars that will define the 
second half of the 21st century. They 
are as follows: 

1. Tackling the climate crisis and 
bolstering global energy security 
through investments in climate- 
resilient infrastructure, 
transformational energy technologies, 
and developing clean energy supply 


Investment. 


our people, 
ny 
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Collectively, we aim to mobilize 
nearly $600 billion from the G7 
by 2027 to invest in critical 
infrastructure that improves lives 
and delivers real gains for all of 


1,571 (8% 194 5)00¥ 8.221 aM 


chains across the full integrated lifecycle, from the 
responsible mining of metals and critical minerals; to low. 
emissions transportation and hard infrastructure ty 
investing In new global refining, processing and battery 
manufacturing sites; to deploying proven, as well as 
innovative, scalable technologies in places that do not yer 
have access to clean energy. 
2. Developing, expanding and deploying secure 
information and communications technology (CT) 
networks and infrastructure to power economic 
growth and facilitate open digital societies — 
from working with trusted vendors to provide 
5G and 6G digital connectivity, to 
supporting access to platforms and 
services that depend upon an open, 
interoperable, secure and reliable 
internet and mobile networks 
with sound cybersecurity. 

) 3. Advancing gender 
a equality and equity — from 
care infrastructure that 
increases opportunities for 
economic participation by 
women, to improved water 
and sanitation infrastructure 
that addresses gender gaps in 
unpaid work and time use - in order 
to boost the global economic recovery 
by ensuring that half the population is not 
forced to sit on the sidelines. 
4, Developing and upgrading the infrastructure 
of health systems and contributing to global health 
security through investments in patient-centred 
health services and the health workforce; vaccine and 


other essential medical product manufacturing; and 


* President Biden @ 
yD @POTUS 
® United States government official 
Today, the nations of the G7 
launched the Partnership for 


Global Infrastructure and 


disease surveillance and early warning 
systems, including safe and secure 
labs. Addressing the current pandemic 
and preventing and preparing for the 
next one is crucial to US economic and 
national security. 

Projects 

Under the PGI, the US will raise 
US$200 billion in grants, federal funds 
and private investment by 2027 to help 
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America address problems in climate 
change, healthcare and gender equity 
as well as digital and physical 
infrastructure, 

Ihe Furopean members of the G7 
group will, in turn, mobilise €300 
billion (US$3 14.7 billion) for the global 
programme over the same period to 
build a sustainable alternative to the 


it 
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Chinese belt and road scheme. The goal is to eventually 
raise US$600 billion in total. 
Projects cited at the event include a secure sub-sea cable 
linking Europe and South-east Asia, an industrial mRNA 
vaccine plant in Senegal, solar projects in Angola, a 
modular nuclear reactor plant in Romania and a port 
linking Christmas Island with the rest of the world. 
Jake Sullivan, the US National Security Adviser and an 
important member of the project, said recently that the 
US-initiated partnership will cover global infrastructure, 
physical health and digital infrastructure and will provide 
“an alternative to what the Chinese are offering”. 
“We intend for this to be one of the hallmarks of the Biden 
administration's foreign policy over the remainder of his 
tenure,” he said. 
The projects to be funded under the G7 initiative fall into 
four broad categories — clean energy, health systems, 
information and communications technology, and gender 
equality. As of now four major investment projects have 
been announced which include the following: 
e¢ $2 billion for a solar project in Angola, including 
solar mini-grids, home power kits and solar to 
power telecommunications 
e $600 million for a US company to build a 
submarine telecommunications cable that will 
connect Singapore to France through Egypt and 
the Horn of Africa, delivering high speed internet 
e Upto$50 million from the US to the World Bank's 
Childcare Incentive Fund, which is also getting 
support from Canada, Australia and numerous 
foundations 
e $3.3 million in technical assistance from the US 
to the Institut Pasteur de Dakar for the 
development of an industrial-scale, multi- 
vaccine manufacturing facility in Senegal that 
could produce COVID-19 vaccines and others, in 
partnership with other G7 nations and the EU 
Countering BRI? 
While the explicit goal of PGII is not to counter China's Belt 
and Road Initiative, the initiative is meant to 
counter China's influence and its ongoing, 
multitrillion-dollar Belt and Road 
infrastructure project across Asia and 
Africa. 
Chinese President Xi Jinping's multi- 
trillion dollar BRI has been criticised 
for hitting many developing 
nations with too much debt. The US 
has always claimed that the 
Chinese offer of loans is laced with 
hidden terms that leave countries 
eventually facing high payback 
Clauses, and intrusive conditions that 
Often cut across climate change 
objectives. The PGII aims to fill a huge gap 
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left as China uses its economic clout to stretch diplomatic 
clout into the furthest reaches of the world. 

Western officials have argued that China's BRI uses 
strong-arm tactics that trap countries in debt and 
employs investments that benefit China more than the 
countries participating in the program. Among the 
countries that have signed long-term BRI deals are 
Afghanistan, Iran and Hungary. 

The United States says the G7-backed effort promotes 
responsible investments that aim to benefit the 
communities that receive the funds. 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
said the G7 is offering “sustainable, quality 
infrastructure” and will be “listening closely to the 
recipient countries.” 


China's response 
When asked about the PGII, Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian, according to Reuters, said: “China 
continues to welcome all initiatives to promote global 
infrastructure development.” 
“We believe that there is no question that various related 
initiatives will replace each other. We are opposed to 
pushing forward geopolitical calculations under the 
pretext of infrastructure construction or smearing the 
Belt and Road Initiative,” he added. 
Analysis 
Decades of economic globalization have interwoven 
countries so tightly together that many matters that could 
have been tackled by countries individually or in small 
groups previously now entail the greater, broader 
engagement of many more countries. 
In the highly globalized international landscape that has 
been profoundly transformed by transnational industry, 
supply and value chains, any attempts at reversing the 
trend would prove costly, and unrealistic. 
Plenty of common, global challenges such as economic 
recovery, climate change, and volatile traditional and non- 
traditional security risks add to the urgency of greater 
international synergy ina post-COVID-19 world. 
The world, however, appears to be on the brink of 
another round of geopolitical bisectioning. 
As the recently concluded BRICS Summit 
and the G7 Summit have demonstrated, 
countries are thinking very differently 
about how they should interact in a 
post-pandemic world. 
Just like at the 25th St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum, 
where President Xi Jinping and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
reiterated the significance of 
building a democratic, multipolar 
world, where there is no hegemony 
and bullying. BRICS leaders in their 
joint statement pledged to work to 
develop inclusive partnerships for common, 
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Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) 


Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) is an ambitious project that focuses on connectivity and cooperation among multiple countnes spread 471089 the 
continents of Asia, Africa and Europe. BRI spans about 150 countries (China's Claim), Initially announced in the year 2013, the project involves 
building networks of roadways, railways, maritime ports, power grids, oll and gas pipelines, and associated infrastructure projects 

The project covers two parts. 

1, Silk Road Economic Belt: Its land-based and is expected to connect China with Central Asia, Eastern Europe and Western Europe. 

2, 21st Century Maritime Silk Road: It is sea-based and is expected to connect China's southern coast to the Mediterranean, Africa, South-nagt 


Asia and Central Asia. 

The BRI is the most emblematic of China's economic and industrial might, as of its ambitions for global, political and strategic influence. 

As infrastructure spending at home became less sustainable, China has shifted the emphasis to boost the global competitiveness of domestic 
businesses. 

The large infrastructure investments in the least developed and developing countries have enabled China to leverage its influence around the word, 
potentially altering the established rules of the global order and challenging Western powers 

BRI will strengthen China's presence in the Eurasian region and put it in a commanding position over Asia's heartland. 


global prosperity. ‘The G7 initiative, however, willinevitably work against the 
The correct way forward, as the BRICS leaders said, is for ideal of global synergy and worsen geopolitical divisions 
countries to work together, rather than against’ one in addition to widening the development gaps. 

another. It will, thus, doa disservice to world peace and prosperity 
It is this inclusive global vision, which prompted China's inthe long run. g 

recent proposals of a Global Development Initiative and The writer is a Lahore-based academician 
Global Security Initiative. and political analyst. 


Unfortunately, the developed 
countries think differently. At their 
summit in southern Germany, the G7 
leaders unveiled a development 
assistance initiative, which should 
have been good news for developing | Why in News 
countries. 

Under the “Partnership for Global PGH has been launched durin s the G7 Summit this year. CG 
Infrastructure and Investment", a new “ og ie announced in the previous G7 Summit in 
-package of United States President Joe Fese.. 

Biden's "Build Back Better World" —_ 

campaign trail proposal, the seven | Alin 

countries have pledged to raise $600 


Partnership for Global Infrastructure 
and Investment (PGI) 


G7 GERMANY 


+ It aims to mobilise nearly USD 600 billion from the G7 by 2027 to invest in 


billion in private and public funds critical infrastructure projects in developing countries including India. 

over five years to finance needed + It will mobilise strategic investments in areas vital to sustainable development 
infrastructure in developing and shared global security. 

countries. 

That they are now getting serious | Key Areas to be covered | 


about giving, having for so long failed 
to deliver on their promises of 
infrastructure funding, should indeed 
have been a welcome move. Except 
that international development aid is 
being used for geopolitical purposes, 
to rival the China-proposed Belt and 

Road Initiative, and offset alleged — + Beltand Road Initiative (BRI), also called as the New Silk Road, is an ambitious 
Chinese influence in the developing infrastructure project stretching from East Asia to Europe. 


PGIL will be utilised in tackling The move of G7 Countries is being 
climate change, improving global 
health, achieving gender equity and 
building digital infrastructure. 


seen as a counter to China's Belt and 


Road Initiative (BRI). 


ge tendon han Om deveral + It was launched . 2013 by President Xi Jinping, aiming to expand China's 
economic and political influence. 


occasions invited Western countries 
to join the Belt and Road Initiative for _—_* It is two pronged: Overland Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime Silk 


the betterment of human progress —_—_‘ Road. 
worldwide. ee ET A 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


On 15-16th of September 2022, the 22nd 
annual meeting of Council of Heads of State 
(CHS) of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) was held in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan. This high-level meet-up was 
attended by all eight Heads of State/Government of SCO 
member states in person, four observer states and 
multiple Dialogue Partners. 

The CHS is the highest forum of the SCO, because all 
strategically-important decisions of the organization 
regarding the future direction are taken here. Being the 
chair of SCO, the President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat 
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diversity, and pursuit of common development,” we, 
founded in Shanghai in 2001. Its importance ang 
relevance can be judged from the facts that SCO covers, 
40% of the world population, accounts for around 33% of 
land area and 25% of world’s GDP, thus having 4 
considerable impact on regional and global political and 
economic landscape. Moreover, the rising Asian powers, 
ie., China, Russia, India and Pakistan, are the key players 
of SCO that intends to include more regional players, 
committed to the 'Shanghai Spirit’ into its folds. 

The leaders of the member and observer states and 
dialogue partners got the opportunity to have direct 
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Mirziyoyev, had invited President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey, President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan, Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan of Armenia and President Serdar 
Berdimu Khamedov of Turkmenistan to the summit as 
special guests. As heads of Observer States, the presidents 
of Iran, Mongolia and Belarus also attended the meeting. 
SCO, being the most important and proactive 
Intergovernmental Organization of Central, South and 
East Asian states, committed to pursuing the “Shanghai 
Spirit” for “promoting mutual respect, mutual benefit, 
mutual cooperation and regional peace, stability and 
connectivity, equality, consultation, respect for cultural 
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interaction with each other and discuss the issues 
pertinent to bilateral and regional cooperation. Peoples 
Republic of China, being the linchpin of SCO and a global 
rising power, gave special attention to the meeting as 
Chinese president Xi Jinping personally attended the 
meeting during his first overseas visit after the Covid-19 
pandemic. While addressing the meeting, President Xi 
stated: “We stand for harmonious coexistence and mutual 
learning between different countries, nations and cultures, 
dialogue between civilizations and seeking common 
ground while shelving differences.” He further added that 
his country is “ready to establish partnership and develop 
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win-win cooperation with other countries and 
international organizations that share our 
vision.” During his speech, President Xi 
called for strengthening practical 
cooperation among the SCO member 
states and offered that China is ready 
to work with all the stakeholders for 
pursuing the “Global Development FR. 
Initiative,” which was proposed (Say 
recently by China, and jointly vor 
promote the “Belt and Road 
Initiative”. 

Chinese 
president 
stressed that 
“member states should 
actively promote trade and 
investment liberalization and 
facilitation, ensure the stable and 
smooth functioning of industrial 
and supply chains, and 
encourage the orderly flow of 
resources and factors of 
production, so as to realize 
greater economic integration 
and development in the region.” 
The importance of SCO meeting 
for China can be realized from 
the fact that Chinese president 
categorically mentioned his 
trade initiatives and called for 
redoubling of the efforts for 
promotion of complementarity 
between the Belt and Road 
Initiative, other national-level 
developmental strategies and 
regional cooperation initiatives 
for stimulation of dynamism 
that will ultimately lead to the 
growth in participating 
countries. Xi Jinping called for 
strengthening of SCO 
institutions and expansion of 
SCO family as the applicants for 
membership are increasing with 
the passage of time. He added: “The SCO should seize the 
opportunity and step up its work to expand the ranks of 
cooperation and augment the effective force for 
international equity and justice.” 

President Xi also pledged that “China will provide 
developing countries in need with emergency 
humanitarian assistance of grain and other supplies worth 
1.5 billion yuan.” Moreover, he urged that the member 
States should fully implement the cooperation documents 
in the areas of trade and investment, infrastructure, 
‘supply chain, scientific and technological innovation, as 
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well as artificial intelligence. 
At the end of the meeting, the Samarkand 
Declaration was unanimously adopted 
which shows the stance of SCO on 
important regional and global issues, 
that included Joint Statements on 
Climate Change, Food Security, 
Energy Security and maintaining 
Reliable International Supply Chains. 
The Summit also approved new 
initiatives of “Comprehensive Action 
Plan for 2023-2027 on the 
implementation of the provisions of the 
Treaty on Long-Term Good- 
Neighborliness, Friendship and 
Cooperation”. The Declaration also reiterates the 
“Concept for Cooperation of the SCO Member States in 
Developing Connectivity and Creating Efficient Economic 
and Transport Corridors and adopted the Regulations on 
the Honorary Title “Goodwill Ambassador of the SCO, and 
Roadmap for Gradual Increase in the Share of National 
Currencies in Mutual Settlements of the SCO Member 
States. 
The Summit also agreed upon the further expansion of 
SCO and approved the request of Belarus as full 
membership status along with requests by Bahrain, UAE, 
Kuwait, Maldives and Myanmar for inclusion as new 
Dialogue Partners. 
Pakistan was represented by a high-level delegation led by 
Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, where 
apart from participation in the summit, the delegation 
met with many Heads of the States and Governments 
including Presidents of China, Russia, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Iran, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus and Turkey, and discussed issues of bilateral 
nature. Prime Minister during his speech specifically 
focused on climate change and its impacts on Pakistan in 
the shape of floods and situations in Afghanistan. PM 
Sharif highlighted that “after 40 years of conflict, there 
was a real possibility to establish sustainable peace in that 
country and called for a new compact between 
Afghanistan and the international community and the 
need for constructive engagement with the Afghan interim 
authorities.” 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, being stimulated 
and energized by the Shanghai Spirit, intends to improve 
the regional connectivity, build mutually beneficial 
relationships, reduce trust deficit and eliminate poverty 
through gigantic economic initiatives. Chinese vision of 
strengthening SCO aims at achieving the goals stated 
above. The Samarkand meet-up of SCO will prove a 
milestone in achieving these goals and further enhancing 
the cooperation among the member and observer states. B) 
The author teaches at Department of Political Science, 
University of Malakand Chakdara, Lower Dir. He can be 
reached at mairajulhamid717@gmail.com. 
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Indo-Pacific 


¢ 


There is no blinking at the fact that the Indo- 
- Pacific region, owing to a host of geopolitical, 
“f geo-economic and geostrategic reasons, is of 
pivotal importance in international finance, 
trade and even politics. The spectacular rise of 
China and increasingly aggressive Chinese foreign policy 
under President Xi Jinping, particularly, has increased the 
strategic importance of this region. Successive US 
administrations have accorded topmost priority to Indo- 
Pacific and former President Barack H. Obama formalized 
this shift in US foreign policy by launching the ‘Pivot to 
Asia’ strategy to free up resources for containing the 
overriding Chinese ambitions. Like his predecessors, the 
incumbent President Joe Biden has continued the 
unannounced “containment” policy and has taken several 
initiatives - both bilateral and multilateral - to further this 
agenda. From the revitalization of the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (QUAD) to signing of AUKUS, from 
strengthening bilateral engagements in this region to 
aggressive naval manoeuvring to assert freedom of 
navigation, Biden administration has demonstrated that 
Washington is not willing to cede space to China. Though 
the United States has long maintained its active presence 
in this region since the Spanish-American War of 1898, the 
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Economic Framewor 
for Prosperity 


Aftab H. Wahla 


economic engagement has nearly 

doubled in the last decade. The US's direct 
investments in this region reached $969 billion in 
2020, and it is the leading exporter of services to 
countries here. In return, the US-Indo Pacific trade 
supports three million American jobs and it is the source 
of $900 billion investment on American shores. 

The creation of the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for 
Prosperity or IPEF, on May 23, 2022, is the latest addition 
to the litany of US initiatives in this part of the world. In 
realization of the growing importance of the digital 
economy, anticipated threats to the critical supply chain 
and, most importantly, expanding Chinese economic and 
military footprints, the Biden administration has come up 
with an “unconventional” economic framework that 
touches on many issues that conventional trade 
agreements don't deal with. IPEF includes the United 
States and 12 partners: Australia, Brunei, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of 
Korea (South Korea), Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam - 
Fiji also announced to join the IPEF a few days later, 
raising the number of member states to 14. This 
multilateral framework is open to all countries but the 
criteria for membership are yet to be decided. On the face 
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of it, PEF claims to deal with supply chain resilience; anti- 
corruption and anti-money laundering measures; 
inclusiveness, clean energy and de-carbonization; and 
infrastructure development and regional economic 
connectivity, but many analysts are viewing itas amove to 
counter growing Chinese influence in the region. IPEF 
would have four pillars or modules: connected economy, 
green economy, fair economy, and resilient economy. 

The connected economy is the first pillar. The IPEF 
countries have committed to undertake a host of steps to 
strengthen intra-IPEF trade. The high standard rules of the 
road (trade rules) would be implemented to further 
improve the regional economic connectivity. In the 
realization that the future success of governments would 
depend upon how well state institutions harness the 
potential of technology, this module is set to deal with 
measures to strengthen the digital economy and bring 
about transparency in the marketplace. In this regard, 
IPEF would ensure consensus-based implementation of 
rules on cross-border data flows and data localization. 
The rules governing e-commerce, or another aspect of the 
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digital economy, are crucially, important because the 
digital economy does not cover just online sales and 
purchases; the smooth data flow also enables the 
operations of global chains and services from smart 
manufacturing to the development of applications. 
Collective measures to safeguard online privacy and curb 
discriminatory and unethical use of Artificial Intelligence 
would also be promoted. The strong labour and 
environmental laws would also be negotiated and 
incorporated into the final treaty. The underlying 
objectives of these measures are to counter the negative 
repercussions of globalization and overcome 
downstream costs (advertisement, transportation, etc.), 
Strengthen transnational cybersecurity infrastructure, 
upscale the ability of the small- and medium-sized 
enterprises to fully benefit from the region's rapidly 
growing e-commerce sector, 

The widespread disruption in the global supply chain due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak and resultant unprecedented 
inflation across the world has exposed the vulnerable and 
fragile nature of the global supply chain. In this 


Australia New Zealand Philippines: . 
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background, Biden administration has come up with the 
idea of incorporating supply chain resilience measures in 
the IPEF treaty so as to better anticipate and prevent 
future disruptions. In a first-of-its-kind commitment, the 
United States has proposed an early-warning system, 
mapping critical mineral supply chains, improving 
traceability of key sectors, and coordinating on diversifi- 
cation efforts. The measures, which are expected to be 
formally entered in the final version of the multilateral 
agreement, indicate the ¢agerness of the US administra- 
tion to secure key raw and processed materials, 
semiconductors, and critical minerals (Rare-earth 
minerals required for semiconductors and other IT 
products. For instance, lanthanum, cerium, praseodym- 
ium, neodymium, promethium, samarium, europium, 
gadolinium, etc.). While emphasizing the strategic 
importance of economic resilience, the US Commerce 
Secretary, Gina Raimondo commented during the launch 
of IPEC: “if we had more transparency, more communica- 
tion, more data-sharing, and early alert system, that 
(disruption due to Covid-19) may not have happened. 
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Japan Republic of Korea 


Indonesia 


singapore Thailand Vietnam 


Decarbonization and infrastructure and clean energy is 
the third pillar of the IPEF. It is again a first-of-its-kind 
initiative that aims at meeting the targets set under Paris 
Agreement. Concrete and high-ambition targets to tackle 
the climate crisis including the adaptation of renewable 
energy, carbon removal or sequestration, energy 
efficiency standards, and measures to curb methane 
emissions have been added under this module. Climate 
finance including concessional finance would be provided 
to member countries of IPEF in order to have competitive- 
ness, enhanced connectivity, and sustainable and 
financially viable pursuit of the green economy. The IPEF 
is eyeing durable and sustainable infrastructure 
development to give a better alternative to BRI, 

The fair economy is the fourth and the last pillar of IPEF. 
The member countries would make a pledge to bring 
about’ fair competition, Effective tax, anti-money 
laundering, and the anti-bribery regime would be part of 
this module, Provisions on the exchange of tax 
information and criminalization of bribery in accordance 
with UN standards would also be incorporated to create 
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AREAS OF COOPERATION 


President Biden welcomes Fiji’s decision 
to join the Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework for Prosperity (IPEEF) as a 
founding member, the 14th nation and 
first in the Pacific Islands to do so. 


binding obligations for participant countries. To 
discourage the formulation of shell companies, stashing 
of wealth in offshore companies, and shadowy business 
transactions, IPEF is set to adopt beneficial ownership 
recommendations to crack down on corruption more 
effectively. 

One important point worth mentioning here is that IPEF is 
not a traditional trade pact. Biden administration is not in 
a mood to infuriate anti-globalist elements in the United 
States by offering lowered or zero-tariff treatment to 
imports from IPEF countries, neither would it commit 
removal of non-tariff barriers, instead, it is aiming at 
addressing those grievances long raised by Republicans 
and other segments. President Biden would not need any 
congressional nod for final ratification, as IPEF is 
exclusively an administrative initiative. The negotiations 
to finalize the provisions under each pillar would be 
painstaking and protracted. The agreement is expected to 
be finalized within 18 months, and Biden administration 
would go an extra mile to complete the negotiations 
before Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation that would be 
hosted by the USA in November 2023. Participants would 
be free to choose, or not choose, any pillar, but after 
ratification, provisions under ratified pillar would be 


binding in nature. 
Many international observers are terming IPEF as Pivot to 
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Asia 2.0. In 2011, the then-US President Barack Obarm, 
decided to launch Pivot to Asia policy in order to fully tap 
the economic potential of the Indo-Pacific region. Tp, 
pivot of Asia had both geoeconomic and geopolitical 
components. though geopolitical component remaineg 
well-implemented as the United States increased jt, 
military footprints with the signing of military accord; 
such as QUAD and AUKUS. The geoeconomic pillar of 
Pivot to Asia remained a neglected part. Initially, Obama's 
much-touted Transpacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement 
could not see the light until 2015 and that was also 
torpedoed by Donald Trump immediately after he took 
power. The anti-globalization Trump refused to enter into 
any agreement that could entail giving preferential tariff 
treatment. China, on the other hand, remained fully 
engaged with Indo-Pacific countries and it succeeded in 
convincing the countries to sign Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) in 2021. RCEP, the largest 
free trade deal in the world, entered into force on January 
1, 2022. RCEP includes not only the ASEAN countries but 
also close US allies such as Japan, New Zealand, Australia 
and South Korea. The willingness of US allies to enter into 
a trade deal with China speaks volumes about the urgency 
of economic engagement among regional countries. But 
the US remained aloof. Japan attempted to revive TPP and 
called it Comprehensive and Progressive Transpacific 
Partnership and ratified it in 2018 but Washington 
refused to join it as well. This reluctance created a gap in 
this region and now President Biden has decided to fill 
that gap because the US can ill-afford sitting outside of 
two trade blocs (RCEP and CPTTP). With the launch of this 
ambitious multilateral initiative, Washington has 
indicated that it would play an active role in regional trade 
and finance along with spearheading anti-China political 
and security alliances. 

In the words of a US official, this most significant 
international engagement that the USA has ever had in 
Indo-Pacific is set to create major implications. The 
response of China is, therefore, important to fully grasp 
the future trajectory of this overly-ambitious initiative. 
China's Commerce Ministry lambasted the launch of IPEF 
and maintained that IPEF had been designed to further the 
geopolitical agenda of Washington. The Ministry further 
added that participant countries were concerned that IPEF 
would decouple their economies from that of China and 
the US was attempting to restructure the supply chain. 
Despite issuing strict statements, analysts believe that 
China would not take any IPEF-specific measures. Being a 
pro-globalization country, China would capitalize on 
already agreed-upon trade pacts with ready-to-do tariffs 
and market access. Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership is one such example. Days after President 
Biden launched IPEF with much fanfare, China silently 
organized an RCEP meeting on its southern island of 
Hainan. China would continue to promote the adoption of 
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RCEP as the better alternative to IPEF as RCEP provides 
concrete and tangible advantages like access to Chinese 
markets and Chinese FDI in other countries. China is also 
expected to join other regional trade pacts such as CPTTP 
and Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA). In 
the coming months and years, China would deploy its 
economic resources to dominate the region and would 
attempt to deprive the US of any space to restore its 
economic leadership in this region. 

Despite representing 40% of the world's GDP, IPEF is 
structurally handicapped to achieve its ambitions. First 
and foremost, it is a loosely defined framework and does 
not delineate rules and regulations that are typically part 
of any trade deal. IPEF does not promise any future 
negotiations to cover tariff and market access issues; it is 
at best a statement of purpose and a vision of Biden 
administration as to how it wants to conduct trade 
relations with this region. The lofty slogans of changing 
“rules of the road” require a resolution mechanism to 
settle any trade dispute, but IPEF does not provide any 
such mechanism. In the absence of such arrangements, 
IPEF cannot see the light of the day as participant 
countries will not have any incentive to decouple their 
economies from China. 

The successive US administrations have been high on 
rhetoric and low on substance when it comes to 
materializing multilateral agreements. Earlier in 2019, 
Donald Trump launched Blue 
Dot Network to ensure robust 
standards for high-quality 
infrastructure projects. In 2021, 
his successor, Biden launched 
the Build Back Better World 
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to reassert its leadership in Indo-Pacific. That is another 
drawback of IPEF as the Pivot to Asia has remained the 
victim of geopolitical emergencies in the Middle East or 
Afghanistan. Damocles' sword is hanging over 
international peace and security due to the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine war and other hotspots; it would be very 
difficult for any US President to free up resources and 
undertake major infrastructure projects in this region. 
Either Biden would de-politicize IPEF, or be ready to see 
the unraveling of his initiative. 

Economic interdependence is a bulwark against the 
outbreak of war. Countries that are interlinked with each 
other with complex exchanges generally avoid resorting 
to war. Therefore, it is very important for the major 
economies to remain coupled because it increases the cost 
of war. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 
and like projects must be inclusive and participatory, and 
should not attach any strings; otherwise, it risks further 
polarization of global politics. Humanity is facing 
existential threats of the climate crisis, nuclear prolifera- 
tion, and technological disruption, and these threats can 
only be solved by cooperation among great powers. 


The writer is a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 


INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
FRAMEWORK (IPEF . 
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economy can ill-afford 
decoupling; particularly, when 
most of the IPEF countries are 
already under the binding 
obligations of RCEP and other 
free trade agreements, 

The exclusion of China and its 
close allies Myanmar, Cambodia 
and Laos has made it vividly 
clear that geopolitical objectives 
rather than geo-economic 
considerations would be the 
major driver of renewed US push 
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Seventy-seven years have passed since the historic San 
Francisco Conference that culminated into the founding of the 
United Nations Organization. The establishment of such a 
multilateral political organization was not the first attempt to 
provide a platform to member countries where they could reach a 
cordial settlement of their disputes; rather, the League of Nations 
the predecessor of the UNO - was the first multilateral institution 
that was entrusted with the responsibility to discourage the use of 
war as an instrument of settling disputes and pre-empt another 
cataclysmic event like World War |. Although the League was 
founded on the principle of ‘collective security, disarmament and 
pacific settlement of disputes’ through ‘negotiation, arbitration 
and other means’, economic depression, the indifference of world 
powers, weakened successor states, flagrant violations of the 
League Charter by member states and injustices committed in the 
Treaty of Versailles ultimately proved too much and the 
organization was buried in ruins and wreckage of the Second 
World War. The UN was, thus, designed and built in such a way as 
to avoid past mistakes and provide a more inclusive, futuristic 
agenda for the member countries. 


Aftab H. Wahla 


Fifty-one countries that participated in San | ~ 
Francisco Conference unanimously | 
envisioned four fundamental aims of the | 
United Nations Organization: maintenance of | 
peace throughout the world, development of | 
friendly relations among member countries, providing © 


assistance to the countries for reduction of poverty, 


elimination of hunger, elimination of diseases and 
illiteracy as well as respect for human rights and dignity, | 
and provision of platforms for coordination at the global | 
level to achieve all these goals. That body of 51 countries | 


has now expanded to 193 member states and it has 


successfully enhanced its role from merely a conflict- | 


resolution agency to an agent of socio-economic 

development. In its history of 77 years, the United 

Nations has many achievements to its credit and many 

failures that mar its image. In the instant article, we will 

dwell upon some of its crowning accomplishments as 

well as a few ignominious failures. 

The development of a body of International Law is 

undoubtedly one of the greatest achievements of the UN. 

This organization has been at the forefront for providing 

legal frameworks in areas like environmental protection, 

regulation of migrant labour, and elimination of drug and 

human trafficking. In many areas, the legal work done by 

the UN was pioneering and it helped start legislation in 
member states. The body of law developed by both the 
Legal Committee (the Sixth Committee) and the 
International Law Commission is enshrined in 
conventions, treaties, protocols and agreements. UN 
General Assembly is the main deliberative organ on 
matters relating to international law. It has succeeded to 
come up with binding conventions and covenants dealing 
with crimes like genocide; racial discrimination and that 
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against women; civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights; laws of the sea, rights of children, nuclear 
proliferation, terrorism financing, rights of disabled 
persons, and more, Similarly, UN Law Commission has 
come up with many drafts on aspects of International Law 
that were eventually incorporated by the UNGA into 
multiple conventions like non-navigational use of 
international watercourses, Law of Treaties, Succession of 
States, and crimes against diplomats and_ other 
internationally protected persons. The enactment and 
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enforcement of International Humanitarian Law dealing 
with means and methods of warfare along with the 
protection of civilian lives is also a laudable area where the 
UN has done well, though with limited success. So far, 
more than 500 multilateral treaties have been deposited 
with the UN Secretary-General’s office which speaks 
volumes about the enormity of legal work done by the UN. 
This legal work has contributed a Jot to international 
peace and security and the advancement of economic and 
social development across the world. The legal 
contributions of the UN continue today as international 
law is assuming a new and central role across a broad 
spectrum. The legal role of the UN is not limited only to 
progressive development and codification (enshrined in 
Article 13 of the UN Charter), this multilateral body has 
come up with an implementation mechanism as well to 
enforce all these conventions and protocols and provide a 
platform for judicial settlement of disputes, albeit with 
the consent of states. 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), International 
Criminal Court (ICC), and 
War Tribunals are 
important tools in the hand 
of the UN Security Council 
to enforce International 
Law, The ICJ is an organ of 
the UN and it has the 
mandate of resolving inter- 
State disputes surrounding 
economic rights, the rights 
of passage, non- 
interference in internal 
matters of a state, maritime 
boundaries, land frontiers, 
territorial integrity, rights 
of asylum, and others. So 
far, this permanent Court has considered more than 170 
cases. 

In the realization that individuals should also be held 
responsible for committing crimes, the ICC was 
established in July 2002 with the jurisdiction of 
prosecuting individuals over crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and genocide. Though ICC has a controversial 
record and is often subjected to criticism, the very fact 
that a permanent legal body working in criminal law exists 
is a big achievement in itself. UN-assisted Tribunals have 
also played a major role in providing some semblance of 
justice to the victims of the worst human rights violations. 
The UN has established many tribunals and prosecuted 
many culprits since its inception. The Nuremberg and 
Tokyo trials to convict and prosecute Nazi and Japanese 
Officials, International Criminal Tribunals for Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) and Rwanda (ICTR) are some examples. 

All in all, the legal works of the UN have been laudable 
efforts and they have impacted overall political and legal 
developments across the globe. : 
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The role of the United Nations in the socio-economic 
realm has also benefited all peoples. UN General 
Assembly, UN Secretariat, UN Economic & Social Council, 
and multiple subsidiary organs and specialized agencies 
associated with the UN are responsible for carrying out 
economic and social development across the world. There 
are many specialized and subsidiary agencies that are 
working in scores of areas for the economic development 
of member countries. For instance, UN Development 
Program extends direct support to more than 4800 
projects in areas of poverty reduction, good governance, 
crisis management, and environmental protection. 
UNICEF works in more than 150 countries for child 
protection, immunization, girls’ education and 
emergency aid. UN Conference on Trade and 
Development has successfully helped conclude trade 
agreements and secure preferential treatments for 
exports. The World Bank, which reports to ECOSOC, has 
provided loans and grants to many countries and has, so 
far, completed more than 12,000 projects in 170 
countries. International 
Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) has performed 
extremely well. It has 
standardized all the 
parameters for the safety, 
security, efficiency and 
environmental soundness 
of air travel. The progress 
in all fields of civil aviation 
can be gauged from the 
fact that 590 passengers 
out of 21 million were 
killed in air accidents in 
1947 and now that number 
has reduced to 173 out of 
3.1 billion passengers. Similarly, International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) has also done a great job of making 
international shipping safe, secure and environment- 
friendly. The Universal Postal Union, with more than 
650,000 post offices across the world, has become one the 
biggest networks providing a key bridge between 
physical, digital and financial operations and is acting as a 
key partner in global development. In a nutshell, UN with 
its specialized agencies has helped humanity cross many 
milestones in various aspects of economic development. 

Social development is another area where the UN has 
performed exceptionally well. First, the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and now Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) have guided UN work in social 
welfare and development. In this regard, the UN and its 
specialized agencies are working extensively for bringing 
and expediting social development in member countries. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is helping 
developing countries modernize agriculture and achieve 
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universal food security. UNESCO is working for the 
preservation of historic, cultural, architectural and 
natural heritage and it has successfully preserved more 
than 1000 archaeological sites as World Heritage Sites. 
The UN is also working to ensure scholarly and scientific 
cooperation. More importantly, the World Health 
Organization has played a leading role in combating 
various diseases and epidemics. It has spearheaded the 
global campaign for vaccination against the Covid-19 
pandemic under the COVAX initiative. It is leading 
programs against AIDS, hepatitis, polio, and other 
diseases. Moreover, it managed to eradicate polio from 
most parts of the world and eliminate smallpox for the 
first time in the 10,000-year-long history of humans. UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees has helped countries 
resettle and absorb refugees and migrants across the 
world including Pakistan and Iran. The Office for Drug 
Control and Crime Prevention under the UN system has 
assisted member countries in curbing crimes and 
eliminating narcotics through various programs. In short, 
the UN's role in social development has created tangible 
dividends in the form of improved literacy, poverty 
reduction, disease elimination, crime control and 
scientific development. 

Human rights can be considered one of the most 
pronounced achievements of the UN. The development 
and codification of human rights have drastically changed 
State-citizen relationship and helped transform the 
political systems of many countries. Human rights were 
first adopted by UNGA in 1948 as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and later, two covenants - 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultura] Rights; and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights - were also ratified and entered into 
force in 1976. These three documents are collectively 
known as the International Bill of Rights. Later on, the UN 
Human Rights Commission expanded the range of 
recognized rights in areas of women's rights, torture, 


disappearance, racial discrimination, apartheid, labour - 


laws, and indigenous peoples. More importantly, the UN 
has done a commendable job in the formulation and 
implementation of women's and children's rights. Now 
there is a fully-dedicated UN agency - UN High 
Commission on Human Rights - that monitors the 
situation regarding human rights and reports violations. 
UNHCHR has Human Right Council as well to ensure 
worldwide compliance with the International Bill of Rights 
and dozens of legally-binding agreements. Though the 
approach of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights 
has always been guided by geopolitical considerations, 
the enactment of the legal framework surrounding human 
rights and some implementation mechanism - howsoever 
weak it is - are everlasting achievements of the UN system. 
On the downside, the UN has failed conspicuously in some 
areas of hard politics — international peace and security 
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which was one of the fundamental aims of the United 
Nations. There were many occasions in the past when the 
UN did nothing to stop the war and fulfil its peacekeeping 
duties, let alone carry out peace-building and 
peacemaking responsibilities. 

Though the number of inter-state or state-based conflicts 
and associated deaths has indeed reduced drastically 
since 1945. As per the Global Conflict Tracker by Council 
on Foreign Relations, there are 27 ongoing conflicts 
around the world (in 2022), which is certainly a major 
triumph for the UN. But the United States could not fully 
eliminate the outbreak of war and incidents of genocide 
and aggression. Israel occupation (1948-now), Kashmir 
dispute(1948-now), Cambodia violence (1975-1979), 


“Somalia Civil War(1991-now), Rwanda Civil War (1994), 


Srebrenica Massacre (1995), Darfur Conflict in Sudan 
(2003-now), Iraq invasion (2003-2011), Syrian civil war 
(2011-now), South Sudan (2013-now), Yemen civil war 
(2014-now), Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar (2017-now), and 
Russia-Ukraine war (ongoing) are some examples that 
indicate the constrained role of UN in peaceful resolution 
of the conflicts. The role of major powers, particularly the 
United States, can be blamed for this sorry state of affairs. 
In a report by a China-based human right group, out of 
248 armed conflicts that occurred in more than 153 
countries/territories across the world between 1945 and 
2001, the US instigated 201 conflicts. The War on Terror 
also left a devastating trail of destruction but the UN 
remained a silent spectator and could not stop the 
unilateral and largely illegal US-led War on Terror. 

UN peacekeeping missions, on many occasions, did not 
act promptly and pre-emptively to avert humanitarian 
crises and acts of genocide. In 2000, in a self-evaluation 
report commissioned by the UN about the effectiveness of 
the UN peacekeeping mission, the authors concluded that 
the United Nations repeatedly failed and would continue 
to do so absent significant institutional reforms and 
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increased financial support. Logistical and political 
problems including muddled mandates, inadequate 
resources, the parochial interest of great powers, and 
indifference on the part of major powers led to inaction in 
the face of mass atrocities in Rwanda, Srebrenica and 
South Sudan. Peacekeeping missions also faced 
allegations of sexual exploitation, abuse and corruption 
that have further tainted the image and undermined the 
efficacy of peacekeeping activities. But one thing that is 
worth-acknowledging is that UN missions have acted 
quite effectively in their stated objective of no resumption 
of violence in the post-conflict scenario. 

The UN was intended to be the beacon of international 
peace, Stability and economic development. However, 
structural constraints, geopolitical confrontation, the 
jopsided organizational structure of the UN Security 
Council, the restricted role of the ICJ, and other political, 
institutional and financial problems have led to inaction 
and lukewarm response in the wake of world's worst 
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political and humanitarian crises. Out of all the 
Constraints, the undemocratic and unrepresentative 
nature of the UN Security Council is the foremost root 
Cause of the rapidly-shrinking role of the United Nations. 
Its structure does not reflect the current geopolitical 
realities. Since China joined UN Security Council in 1971, 
the body's composition has remained unchanged. ‘Two- 
thirds of countries don't have any representation and this 
body has always given undue deference to the political 
interests of P5 that resulted in the worsening of crises and 
further reducing the relevancy of the UN. A. few 
Suggestions to improve the structure and function of the 
UN have been discussed below: 

Inclusive, representative, ansparent and effective UN 
Security Council; the establishment of an international 
consortium for fighting viral diseases, biodiversity 
protection and strengthening warning protocol within UN 
agencies; transformation in ylobal institutional 
frameworks to focus more on the Indo-Pacific region 
rather than Europe to reflect on shift in distribution of 
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power and resource mobilization; the establishment of a 
dedicated UN institution that focuses on climate change 
as a separate environmental problem, instead treating it 
as a cross-cutting factor impacting all spheres of human 
life by coordination among all UN initiatives and agencies 
including UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and the UN Environmental Program (UNEP); 
development of communication platform within 
framework of the United Nations to avert possible China- 
US war and providing an alternative to synergize efforts 
on common agenda like peacekeeping, climate change, 
poverty reduction, disarmament, antiterrorism, non- 
proliferation and regional security; creation of global 
framework for data collaboration under the auspices of 
United Nations for data governance, development of data 
value-chain technical standards covering data sharing, 
collection, use, storage and insight from AI; making UN 
structure more inclusive by giving representation to 
nonprofits, grassroots movements, corporations and 
local authorities to accommodate the non- 
state actors in decision-making process; and, 
more importantly, successful tackling of the 
challenges to the multilateralism by defusing 
geopolitical tensions, expediting global 
development and fighting populist, 
Xenophobic, ultra-nationalistic tendencies 
should go a long way in reinvigorating public 
trustinthe UN. 

The United Nations rose from the ashes of the 
devastating global fight for supremacy and 
hegemony. It is, undoubtedly, the most 
significant collective organization that 
humans have ever carved out. It has shown 
remarkable resilience over three-quarters of a 
century and many entities within the UN 
system have been surprisingly effective in 
tackling myriad challenges. Though this body's 
achievements are eclipsed by missed opportunities and 
failures in recent decades and years, few would argue that 
the world has been better off had it not been for the United 
Nations to run global affairs since 1945. In this time of 
upheaval when strain is being exerted by the forces of 
unilateralism and militarism on the frameworks of 
international institutions entrusted with the 
responsibility of peaceful contlict resolution, the urgency 
of reforming this vital institution is more relevant than 
ever, The UN has been a great initiative and it deserves 
expansion, consolidation and reinvigoration as the world 
is set to face transnational crises of climate change, 
proliferation and infectious diseases which are beyond 
the power of any state on the face of the Earth. The United 

Nations is the only feasible answer to tackle them. 
the writer is a graduate of the University of 
Agriculture, Faisalabad, He writes on national and 
international affairs. 
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The 6th Summit of the Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence Building 
Measures in Asia (CICA) was held in Astana, 
the capital of Kazakhstan, on 12-13 October 
2022. Chaired by Kazakh President Kassym- 
Jomart Tokayev, the summit saw the 
participation of heads of state and other high- 
level officials from member countries. This 
year, the summit marked three major events: 
the 30th anniversary of CICA, the end of 
Kazakhstan's two-year chairpersonship in the 
conference, and the objective to transform 
the conference into a full-fledged 
organization. 


ecently, the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) 
held its sixth summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. 
Presidents of as many as 11 countries, 
including from Azerbaijan, Iraq, Iran, Oatar, 
Kyrgyzstan, Palestine, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Turkiye, and Uzbekistan - President of Belarus 
Alexander Lukashenko participated as an observer - and 
Vice Presidents of Vietnam and China attended the 
summit. In addition, nearly 50 delegations from member 
states, observer states, observer organizations, partner 
organizations, and guests of the chairmanship the 
summit attended. Owing to the huge importance of this 


platform Pakistan can gain maximum benefit from, Prime * 


Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif himself represented 
Pakistan at such an important regional intergovernmen- 
tal organization for the Summit. 

PM Shehbaz's address 

While addressing the summit, PM Shehbaz Sharif made a 
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powerful statement whereby he aptly articulated 
Pakistan's key priorities and perspectives on a host of 
issues and also affirmed Pakistan's commitment to the 
principles and purposes of CICA. In his speech, the 
premier focused on peace among nations to achieve the 
goal of prosperity. He also skilfully presented Pakistan's 
point of view on important national, regional and global 
issues. He strongly favoured peaceful dialogue in 
resolving conflicts with other countries, including the 
neighbouring India, in a bid to achieve the goals of 
prosperity of the nations and the region. He said that 
Pakistan desired peaceful relations with all its 
neighbours, including India. "We are willing to engage 
with India for the sake of prosperity and development as 
both sides of the border cannot afford to deal with 
massive challenges of poverty and unemployment amid 
meagre resources,” he said. 

“Pakistan,” he added, “is absolutely ready and willing fora 
discussion with Indian counterparts to promote trade 
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and investment provided they showed the sincerity of 
purpose ... [o]nus remains on India to take necessary 
steps to engage towards the result-oriented solutions.” 
The prime minister highlighted India's unabated atrocities 
in Jammu and Kashmir for the last seven decades, where, 
he said, the Kashmiris faced continued denial of their right 
to self-determination. He urged other countries to take 
notice of India's “bullet over ballot” policy 
PM Shehbaz called for pooling resources among the 
regional countries to address the common challenges in the 
interest of peace and progress. "If we team our resources, 
Asia can stand with pride and achievement,” he said. 
“Through constructive dialogue, we can build mutual trust.” 
He mentioned Pakistan's location offering a natural bridge 
among various economies of the region and invited the 
CICA member states to consider benefiting from the trade, 
investment and business opportunities 
offered by Pakistan. 

The prime minister also dilated on the 
Palestine dispute and Afghanistan situation 
and stressed the need for a peaceful way to 
resolve them. 

The Astana Statement 

At the end of the summit, the Astana 
Statement on Transformation of the CICA 
was adopted according to which the Heads 
of State or Government of the Member 
States of CICA agreed to launch a 
“structured, inclusive and transparent 
negotiations process of gradual, incremen- | | 
tal and consensus-based transformation | | 
of CICA into a full-fledged regional 
international organization.” 


presieaen and progress for the prosperity of the 
coming generations of our region. 


It is an important gesture that Pakistan 
expressed willingness to work with all the 


| want to leave behind a legacy of peace. 
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neighbouring countries including India in economic 
development. Unfortunately, the present Indian regime 
prefers to follow its hegemonic policies rather than to 
improve relations with SAARC countries. Pakistan is 
adopting a clear policy that it is interested in maintaining 
strong relations with all countries for the sake of regional 
peace and prosperity. The minorities in India are unsafe as 
the Hindu extremists are forcefully promoting Hindutva 
ideology. PM Shehbaz Sharif rightly stated that India is 
negating UN resolutions on the Kashmir issue for the last 
seven decades and committing the worst atrocities on 
innocent Kashmiris. Pakistan has always desired for 
meaningful and result-oriented engagement yet India 
always steps back. & 

The writer is a Sialkot-based journalist and columnist. 
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America’s Asia Pivot 2.0 


May 23, during his first Asia tour, US 
President Joe Biden formally introduced the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for 
Prosperity, or IPEF, revealing Washington's 
long-awaited Asia-Pacific economic strategy. 
The IPEF involves, besides the United States, a 


dozen initial partners which together 
represent 40% of world's GDP. As per the 


joint statement, the IPEF will help the member countries 
collectively prepare their economies for the future, 
following disruptions from the coronavirus pandemic and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Introduction 

Seen as a means to counter China in the region, the IPEF is 
a US-led framework for participating countries to solidify 
their relationships and engage in crucial economic and 
trade matters that concern the region, such as building 
resilient supply chains battered by the pandemic. 

Unlike traditional trading blocs, there is no plan for IPEF 
members to negotiate tariffs and ease market access, 
which is increasingly unpalatable to US voters fearful of 
undermining homegrown manufacturing. Instead, the 
programme foresees integrating partners through agreed 
standards in four main areas: the digital economy, supply 
chains, clean energy infrastructure and anti-corruption 
measures. 

It is not a security pact, unlike the four-nation Quad group, 
which is made up of Australia, India, Japan and the US. 
Need for IPEF 

Domestic compulsions have played a major part in the 
launch of IPEF because Biden, who is known to be a natural 
free trade internationalist, wanted to work with Beijing to 
lift trade and wealth for the US but he faced China hawks 
in Congress, protectionist sentiments in the US and evena 
possible resurgence of Donald Trump. Moreover, his 
administration's realisation that its near-onlooker status 
to the trade arrangements in the region, with China's 
stamp all over it, did not match its Indo-Pacific strategic 
objectives spurred work on a new framework for doing 
trade. The aim was to reclaim economic leadership in East 
Asia and the ASEAN region without giving away 
concessions that would anger domestic lobbies. 

The IPEF serves as a middle ground for Biden's plans to be 
more in control of economic flows in the Indo-Pacific 
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especially with China at the center of the region's supply 
chains. As a non-trade agreement entry into Asia, Biden 
would not need to seek congressional approval and, 
therefore, avoid a battle for domestic ratification. 
Members 

The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity, 
initially, includes 13 countries, including, besides the 
United States, Australia, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam - the 13 countries 
represent 40 percent of world's GDP 

Four pillars 

Although specific terms and details of the IPEF are still 
being hammered out, for a start, here are the four main 
tenets of the framework: 

1. Connected economy: trade that will include digital 
economy and emerging technology, labour commitments, 
the environment, trade facilitation, transparency and 
good regulatory practices, and corporate accountability, 
standards on cross-border data flows and data 
localisations. 

2. Resilient economy: supply chain resiliency to develop 
“a first-of-its-kind supply chain agreement” that would 
anticipate and prevent disruptions. . 

3. Clean economy: clean energy and decarbonisation that 
will include agreements on “high-ambition commitments" 
such as renewable energy targets, carbon removal 
purchasing commitments, energy efficiency standards, 
and new measures to combat methane emissions. 

4. Fair economy: tax and anti-corruption, with 
commitments to enact and enforce “effective tax, anti- 
money laundering, anti-bribery schemes in line with 
[American] values”. 

Is it against China? 

Touted as a counterweight to China's aggressive 
expansion in the region, the IPEF is intended to offer US 
allies an alternative to China's growing commercial 
presence across the Asia-Pacific region. According to 
President Biden, “This framework is a commitment to 
working with our close friends and partners in the region 
on challenges that matter most to ensuring economic 
competitiveness in the 21st century.” 


The writer is a member of staff: 
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The Glasgow Climate Change Conference (COp 
°6) has ended but without any significant 
success. The summit has been slammed as a 
failure as the diplomats agreed to only ‘do 
more’ to fight climate change and_ help 
vulnerable countries. But the final document avoided 
uncomfortable questions about who should pay and how 
much. The conference fell short of achieving the pledges 
needed to reduce emissions enough to reach the Paris 
Agreement's goal on limiting warming. Moreover, China 
and India, the world's biggest and third-biggest carbon 
polluters, respectively, as well as the globe's top two coal- 
burning nations, pushed at the last minute to weaken a 
line about accelerating the coal phase-out in a move that 
angered vulnerable countries on the frontlines of climate 
change. Rather than a phase-out of coal, India and China 
called for its use to be "phased-down.” It was so 
disappointing that the President of the Conference, Alok 
Sharma, had no option but to warn that India and China 
will “have to explain themselves to poor nations” after 
watering down the Glasgow Climate Pact as their actions 
had left him “deeply frustrated”. He added: “We are on the 
way to consigning coal to history. This is an agreement we 
can build on. But in the case of China and India, they will 
have to explain to climate-vulnerable countries why they 
did what they did.” 

The Pact 

The Glasgow Climate Pact was reached at the COP26 
summit. It aims to reduce the worst impacts of climate 
change - but some leaders and campaigners say it does 
not go far enough. Although the world leaders failed to 
secure more ambitious commitments to limit global 
warming, they, nonetheless, endorsed the Pact and made 
new pledges on deforestation, methane emissions, coal, 
and more. 

Here are some of the notable new commitments by 
governments, financial institutions and individuals in the 
form of Glasgow Climate Pact 

An Overview of the Pact 

The Glasgow Climate Pact sees signatory countries 
increase climate ambition and action from the Paris 
Agreement in 2015, and sets out new rules to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions including phasing down coal 
anda global carbon market. But, according to preliminary 
analyses, it falls short of the decisive breakthrough 
needed to keep temperature increase to 1.5 C above the 
pre-industrial era by the end of this century. The pact 
reached by the end of COP26 urged countries - in a first 
for a UN climate agreement ~ to phase down coal and 
fossil-fuel subsidies, But it did not ask countries to 
completely phase them out. It just “requests Parties to 
revisit and strengthen the 2030 targets in their nationally 
determined contributions as necessary to align with the 
Paris Agreement temperature goal by the end of 2022, 
taking into account different national circumstances.” 
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4s of November 12, as many as 141 countries, 
representing over 90% of the world's forests, agreed to 
stop and reverse deforestation by 2030, Notably, Brazil, 
home to the Amazon Rainforest, signed on. In addition, 
jeff Bezos, one of the world’s richest people, pledged $2 
billion to help restore natural habitats and transform food 
systems. 

Through the agreement, the signatory countries vowed to 
strengthen their shared efforts to: 

1. Conserve forests and other terrestrial ecosystems and 
accelerate their restoration; 

2, Facilitate trade and development policies, 
internationally and domestically, that) promote 
sustainable development, and sustainable commodity 
production and consumption, that work to countries’ 
mutual benefit, and that do not drive deforestation and 
land degradation; 

3, Reduce vulnerability, build resilience and enhance rural 
livelihoods, including through empowering communities, 
the development of profitable, sustainable agriculture, 
and recognition of the multiple values of forests, while 
recognising the rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as 


local communities, in accordance with 
relevant national legislation and 
International instruments, as 
appropriate; 

4. Implement and, if necessary, redesign 
agricultural policies and programmes to 
incentivise sustainable agriculture, 
promote food security, and benefit the 
environment; 

5. Reaffirm international financial 
commitments and significantly increase 
finance and investment from a wide variety of public and 
private sources, while also improving its effectiveness and 
accessibility, to enable sustainable agriculture, 
sustainable forest management, forest Conservation and 
restoration, and support for Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities; 

6. Facilitate the alignment of financial flows with 
international goals to reverse forest loss and degradation, 


The outcome of COP26 isa 
compromise. it reflects the 
interests, the contradictions and 
the state of political will in the 


world today. itis an important 
step, but itis not enough.” 
— UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres 
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while ensuring robust policies and systems are in place to ° 
accelerate the transition to an economy that is resilient 
and advances forest, sustainable land use, biodiversity 
and climate goals. 

Reduce Methane Emissions 

The United States and the European Union spearheaded a 
global methane cutting initiative in which around 100 
countries have promised to reduce methane emissions by 
30% from 2020 levels by 2030. Methane is currently 
responsible for a third of human-generated warming. The | 
big emitters China, Russia and India haven't joined - but 
it's hoped they will, later. 

According to a UN-backed report “Global Methane 
Assessment: Benefits and Costs of Mitigating Methane 
Emissions,” cutting methane emissions is one of the most 
cost-effective strategies to rapidly reduce the rate of 
warming and contribute significantly to global efforts to 
limit temperature rise to 1.5 C. The report says, “Available 
targeted methane measures, together with additional 
measures that contribute to priority development goals, 
can simultaneously reduce human-caused methane 
emissions by as much as 45%, or 180 million tonnes a year 
(Mt/yr) by 2030. This will avoid nearly 0.3 C of global 
warming by the 2040s and 
complement all long-term 
climate change mitigation 
efforts. It would also, each 
year, prevent 255,000 
premature deaths, 775,000 
asthma-related hospital 
visits, 73 billion hours of 
lost labour from extreme 
heat, and 26 million tonnes 


~4 : 
fame — | of crop losses globally.” 
Pakistan also signed the 


Global Methane Pledge, an 

initiative of over 100 

countries to curb methane 
emissions, but said it does not “believe in 
the net-zero concept at the moment”. 
While concurring with the observation 
that Pakistan's Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC), with their “total 
target of a 50% emissions reductions by 
2030," was ambitious, Minister for 
Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam stated 
that this was “conditional on getting 
$100 billion financing” to facilitate “a 
clean and just energy transition”. 
Targeting Fossil Fuels 
Twenty-three countries went further than the Glasgow 
Climate Pact, making new Commitments to phase out coal. 
Some signed on to an initiative to help developing 
countries, such as India and South Africa, transition away 
from coal, Twenty-five countries and five financial 
institutions committed to stop public financing for most 
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fossil fuel projects by the end of 2022. And a handful of 
countries joined an alliance that aims to halt new drilling 
for oil and gas. 

The pact, for the first time, includes Janguage that asks 
countries to reduce their reliance on coal and roll back 
fossil fuel subsidies, moves that would target the energy 
sources that scientists say are the primary drivers of 
manmade climate change. The wording was contentious, 
though. 

Just before the Glasgow deal was adopted, India requested 
that the deal call on countries to "phase down", instead of 
“phase out" unabated coal. That minor word change 
triggered a Jot of angst in the plenary hall, but delegations 
agreed to the request to save the deal. The deal's wording 
on "inefficient subsidies", meanwhile, kept the "phase out” 
phrasing. 

Questions remain about how to define "unabated" and 
"inefficient", 

US-China Agreement 

The United States and China, the world's top emitters of 
greenhouse gases, agreed 
to boost cooperation on 
combating climate 
change over the next 
decade. They said they 
will work together on 
increasing the use of 
renewable energy, 
developing regulatory 
frameworks, and 
deploying technologies 
such as carbon capture. 
As per the agreement, the 
two sides intend to 
cooperate on: 

a. regulatory frameworks 
and environmental 
standards related to reducing emissions of greenhouse 
gases in the 2020s; 

b. maximizing the societal benefits of the clean energy 
transition; 

c. policies to encourage decarbonization and 
electrification of end-use sectors; 

d. key areas related to the circular economy, such as green 
design and renewable resource utilization; and 

e. deployment and application of technology such as 
CCUS and direct air capture. 

Climate Finance 

In the Glasgow Climate Pact, governments agreed to setup 
a mechanism to help countries already suffering loss and 
damage due to climate change, though they did not work 
out the details. The pact also urged developed countrics to 
double their collective amount of funding by 2025 to help 
developing countries adapt to the effects of climate 
change. During COP26, a few countries made such 
commitments. Among them, Japan pledged an additional 
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$2 billion per year for the next five years, and Italy pledgeg 
an extra $1.4 billion per year. 

The funding shortfall has fuelled mistrust among nations 
like Pakistan that have negligible historical emissions by 
are disproportionately vulnerable to the adverse impacts 
of climate change. Many developing nations have made 
their climate pledges contingent on receiving external 
support. 

Zero-Emission Vehicles 

More than thirty countries, dozens of states and Cities, 
and several automotive companies agreed to work to 
guarantee that new cars and vans sold are zero-emission 
by 2035 in leading markets and 2040 globally. 

Firms’ Net-Zero Pledges 

More than 450 banks, insurers, pension funds, and other 
firms that collectively manage $130 trillion committed to 
use their funds to reach net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Four Big Takeaways for SouthAsia 

The World Bank has enumerated the following takeaways: 
1. India's net zero announcements are significant, but a lot 
of work lies ahead: India 
announced not just a 
2070 net-zero target but 
also, perhaps even more 
significantly, nearer-term 
targets of 500 GW non- 
fossil fuel energy, 50% of 
the country's installed 
capacity through 
renewables, 45% 
reduction in the carbon 
intensity of its economy, 
and a reduction of 1 
billion tonnes carbon 
emissions by 2030. The 
International Energy 
Agency's (IEA) landmark 
India Energy Outlook 2021 projects India to experience 
the most significant increase in energy demand of any 
country worldwide over the next 20 years. India has less 
than half of the world's average per capita emissions. 
India’s development pathway in this decade will be much 
more critical than its distant net-zero target. This pathway 
will need to include sectoral green transition strategies for 
energy, transport, agriculture, water and urban 
development with detailed investment plans to be 
implemented in the next decade. Taking a ‘whole-of- 
government’ approach to climate change will be essential 
so that every government agency and ministry acts on and 
“owns" the risks and opportunities from climate change. 
2. Progress was made on coal and fossil fuel subsidies: The 
final Glasgow Climate Pact calls to accelerate the “phase- 
down" of unabated coal power from plants that don't use 
carbon-capture technology. While this is a positive 
development, it still caused disappointment to those who 
wanted a commitment to entirely phase-out coal. If the 
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The world's forests are still decreasing in size 
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world is to have any chance of keeping overall warming to 
below 1.5 degrees, then all major power producers must 
phase out old, high-capacity power plants with lower 
efficiency and higher emissions and stop any new 
unabated coal capacity. On the positive side, we must 


recognize that for the first time in the 27 
years of COP discussions a phase-down of 
coal and a phase-out of fossil fuel subsidies 
have been mentioned and agreed by all 200 
countries. Both Pakistan and Bangladesh 
have cancelled all coal plants not currently 
under construction. Pakistan's ambitious 
new NDC unveiled at Glasgow, the 
preparation of which was supported by the 
World Bank, reiterates its commitment to 
build no new coal power plants and bans | 
the use of imported coal for energy 
generation. At the same time, many 
developing countries continue relying on 
coal as acheap and the only secure resource 
they have in abundance for their critical 
energy needs. Coal generates millions of 
jobs and significant revenues for 
governments. Reducing dependency on coal will need 
significant financing, patience, and a phased approach to 
ensure a just transition for the poor and the vulnerable 
Whose livelihood depends, directly or indirectly, on coal. It 
is, therefore, significant that India, along with Indonesia, 
the Philippines and South Africa, signed up as the first 
recipients of a multibillion-dollar pilot program aimed at 
accelerating their transition from coal power to clean 
energy through the Accelerating Coal Transition program 
of the Climate Investment Funds (CIP), 

3. The rules for carbon trading that were finalized will be 
positive for South Asian Countries: Article 6 of the Paris 
Agreement allows parties to lower abatement costs by 
working together in cooperative approaches that create 
internationally transferred mitigation outcomes. 
Negotiators finalized the rule for a global carbon finance 
market that would avoid loopholes and double counting 
and limited the number of prior credits brought under 
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this framework. Carbon finance will play a critical, 
catalytic role in leveraging private sector finance for 
flourishing regional power trade between the so-called 
BBIN countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal. The 
World Bank is working with the Royal Government of 
Bhutan to set up the Bhutan Climate Fund to monetize the 
carbon credits generated from the export of hydropower 
to India. Bangladesh and Pakistan have been selected to 
participate in the Partnership for Market Implementation. 
A potential area of support from the World Bank could be 
to help countries develop robust GHG inventories and 
registries. 

4, There was no grand bargain on climate finance and this 
issue is likely to become prominent in COP27 and beyond: 
Climate commitments by developing countries have been 
made in the absence of a grand bargain on concessional 
climate finance, including but not limited to the $100 
billion that was promised at Copenhagen 12 years ago. 
There were some promising signs, however, the Glasgow 


Pact promises to double adaptation finance by 2025 and 
launches a two-year “Glasgow-Sharm el-Sheikh" work 
program on the global goal on adaptation. The US signed a 
statement agreeing to “increase resources” for loss and 
damage. The UNFCCC's Adaptation Fund, on November 8, 
raised a record US$ 356 million in new support from 
contributing national and regional governments. While 
this number is minimal relative to the needs, the renewed 
interest from development partners is encouraging. A 
critical $8.5 billion deal was agreed with South Africa to 
phase out coal power plants that could be a model for 
other large coal-consuming countries. The “India Green 
Guarantee” announced at Glasgow uses a UK government 
guarantee to create more World Bank lending space for 
India to finance its climate transitions. Other major 
development partners may consider similar approaches. B) 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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ith attention fixed on the war raging in Ukraine 
just days after an invasion by Russia, there's a 
greater-than-normal risk that the latest report 
from the coalition of top scientists on the UN- 
backed Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) will go overlooked. But, it must 
not be overlooked as it contains a dire warning 
of ‘irreversible’ impacts of global warming. 
The second report of the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report 
series titled “Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation 
and Vulnerability” details how climate change is impacting 


Climate Report 


The impacts of global warming 
are now simply “irreversible” 
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nature, societies and economies, as well as what we can do 
to adapt in a warming world. It characterizes adaptation 
measures and makes the consequences of inaction 
wrenchingly clear. The more than 3,500-page document is 
rife with devastating details about the toll of rising sea 
levels, scorching heat and escalating natural disasters. 

Here are some of the report's main conclusions: 
‘Widespread’ damage is already occurring 

Climate-related impacts are already “widespread” and, in 
some cases, “irreversible,” according to the IPCC. Heat- 
related human mortality has risen. Extreme weather events 
and temperatures have exposed millions of people to food 
insecurity and malnutrition. Agriculture, tourism and other 
climate-sensitive sectors are seeing losses. Fisheries are in 
decline in some regions. Migration tied to climate shifts is 
rising. 

People and other animals are already dying in heatwaves, 
storms and other disasters fuelled by global warming. 
Hundreds of plant and animal species have disappeared 


On February 28, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) released the second report of its ‘Sixth 
Assessment Report' series which states that many of the 
impacts of global warming are now simply "irreversible" 
~ but there is still a brief window of time to avoid the very 
worst. It further said that human- 
induced climate change is causing 
dangerous and widespread 
disruption in nature and affecting 
the lives of billions of people 
around the world, despite efforts 
to reduce the risks. People and 
ecosystems least able to cope are 
being hardest hit. The report is a 
warning letter to a world on the 
brink. A sweeping survey of the 
most advanced climate science on 
the planet, it recounts the effects 
rising temperatures are already 
having and projects the 
catastrophes that loom if humans 
fail to make swift and significant 
cuts to greenhouse gas emissions. 
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from local areas, both on land and at sea. 

Damage is being compounded when climate impacts 
coincide, such as heatwaves occurring in areas suffering 
drought. Some losses; for example, those resulting from the 
death of coral reefs or the melting of glaciers, are 
irreversible in our lifetimes. 

The report calls for a wholesale revision in how humanity 
lives alongside nature. Just tweaking our social and 
economic systems "is not going to get us to a climate- 
resilient future", said IPCC report co-author Ed Carr. 

Weare breaching the limits of adaptation 

There is a limit to how much we can adapt; eventually, 
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see a big jump at warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels. The planet, 
having already warmed 1.1°C, is expected to hit that 
threshold within two decades. 

Above 1.5°C warming, people relying on glaciers and 
snowmelt for freshwater will face acute shortages. At 2°C, 
important food crops won't grow in many places. And if we 
overshoot and spend a few decades above 1.5°C warming, 
many impacts will be irreversible. 

Rich countries that are most responsible for carbon-dioxide 
pollution have the most resources to prepare for its effects, 
whether or not they choose to do so. Poorer countries with 


IPCC issues the bleakest warning yet 


Climate breakdown is accelerating rapidly, many of the impacts will be more severe than predicted and some “simply 
irreversible’, and there is only a narrow chance left of avoiding its worst ravages, the IPCC has said 
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conditions become so extreme that the associated risks are 
"intolerable", the IPCC says. 

In many cases, it's still technically possible to adjust for 
Climate-altered conditions, but barriers such as costs or 
policies stand in the way. The IPCC calls these "soft" limits 
to adaptation. 

With "hard" limits, there are no clear solutions. Biologically, 
humans can cope with only so much heat. Low-lying islands 
will eventually be engulfed by sea level rise. Some plants 
and animals have already hit hard limits, such as coral reefs 
that have died in marine heatwaves. 

Hard limits increase with each increment of warming, but 


@ RCP stands for representative correction pathway a trajectory of greenhouse gases assumed 
by IPCC for modelling. RCP 26, 4.5 and RCP 8.5 represent three futures, based on the magnitude f 
of emissions, The numbers are in units of watt/square metre 

© SSP stands for Shared Socioeconomic Pathways, SSP 1 is a scenario for sustainability focused 
growth and equality; SSP 2 is status quo; SSP 31s where every country does its own thing: SSP4 is 
a scenario where inequality spikes; and $SP5 is one with uncontrolled growth in energy use 


@ The $SPs are used in consonance with RCPs to represent different possible futures. 
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Chance to avoid the worst 
The 1PCC working group i report tidied 
"Climate Change 2022; impacts, Adaptation 
pnd Vulnerability” deals with the impacts of 
dimate breakdown, sets out areas where the 
world Is most vulnerable, and details how we 
tan try to protect against some of inpacts 


Extreme weather events 


The report says droughts, floods, heat waves 
and other extreme weather events are 
accelerating. These include the melting of ke 
taps and glaciers, and 3 Cascading effect 
whereby wildfires, die-off of trees, drying of 
peatlands and thawing of permafrost release 
additional carbon emissions 


S Asia among vulnerable 


The Ganga, indus, Amu Darya and other river 
basins in Asta could face severe water scarcity 
by 2050, the report warned, Among dties, 
Ahmedabad faces a high risk from urban heat 
istand effect and Mumbai is at high risk from 
floods and sea level rise 


‘Atlas of 
human . 
suffering’ 


Today's IPCC 
report is an atlas 
of human 
suffering anda 
damning 
indictment of 
failed climate 
leadership 
— Anténio 
Guterres, the UN 
secretary general 
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litte to no responsibility for climate change face the brunt 
of the assault — and aren't receiving promised help from 
the developed world. 

Nature isin big trouble 

Every world region faces a high risk of more species losses 
and extinctions. At 1.5'C warming, scientists expect 3-14% 
of the world's species on land could vanish. 

Most at risk are coastal species that face future sea level 
rise, as Well as those dependent on seasonal river flows that 
will be disrupted by drought or by earlier melting of 
glaciers upriver. Plants and animals that can't easily move 
to more hospitable areas are also at high risk. 
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The report underlines the need to conserve 30% to 50% of 
the Earth's land, freshwater and ocean areas - echoing the 
30% goal of the UN's Convention on Biodiversity. 

Humans and society will struggle, too 

Aside from the public health risks from heatwaves and 
other weather extremes, there is also a rising risk of disease 
spread through spoiled food, tainted water or pathogen- 
carrying insects such as mosquitoes. 

In some communities, particularly the poor and vulnerable, 
malnutrition is increasing. Food production could be 
compromised by rising seas and disruptive weather, along 
with poorer soil quality and reduced pollination. 

At the same time, climate-linked weather extremes are also 
disrupting health services and adding to mental health 
stress, the report says. 

We're running out of time 

The report urges people to get ready now for a warmer 
world. The weather extremes and other climate impacts are 
happening faster than earlier reports had anticipated. 

“Any further delay... will miss a brief and rapidly closing 
window of opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable 
future for all,” the IPCC concludes. 

Communities need to be bolstering infrastructure and 
rethinking their 
cities to deal 
with issues such 
as heat, flood 
risk or water 
availability. 
Efforts that 
improve 
liveability while 
also reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions are 
“more urgent 
than previously thought,” the report says. Actions that 
prioritize equity and justice, including tackling gender or 
income inequalities, have better overall outcomes, it says. 
While there has been limited progress - at least 170 
countries now mention adaptation in their climate plans - 
most of the world is lagging. 

The clock is ticking 

Scientists have a word that describes what happens if 
nations miss their pollution limits and the world heats up 
past 1.5°C: “overshoot.” Implicit in this idea is that by using 
nature or technology to draw down greenhouse-gas levels, 
people can return the temperature back below the limit. 
The report warns that even if nations are able to do that, 
there will still be “additional severe risks,” some of which 
are “irreversible” compared to scenarios without 
overshoot. Up to 14% of land-based animal species are at 
risk of extinction once the 1.5°C threshold is passed, the 
IPCC warned. 

This fact informs the physical limitation to climate 
adaptation and shapes the IPCC's guidance to reduce 
emissions as quickly as possible. Cuts today are much more 
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Unless there are immediate, rapid and 


large-scale reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions, limiting warming to 
close to 1.5°C or even 2°€ will be 
beyond reach: Fa 


valuable than the same cuts in five or 10 years. 

What's needed beyond cutting emissions 

The world needs to reduce carbon dioxide emissions to 
zero by mid-century and halve 2010 levels by 2030, the 


IPCC reported in 2018. 
But since some further warming is unavoidable, nations’ 
preparedness matters a lot. Effective adaptation measures 
are critical. The problem is that efforts so far tend to be 
fragmented and short-term, according to the IPCC. Plus, 
adaptation efforts are often underfunded. And as warming 
increases, their effectiveness will go down. 
Analysis 
Perhaps, the most crucial part of the report is its ‘Summary 
for policymakers’ that the IPCC reviewed in detail. This is a 
40-page gist of years of scientific research that highlights 
the dangers of climate change resulting in species 
extinction and the near-collapse of the ecosystem. This 
environmental degradation is also resulting in extreme 
weather conditions and new types of diseases. Then there is 
the question of rapidly declining fresh-water resources 
including lakes and ponds that are drying up. 
Reduced water supplies and contamination in soil badly 
affect crop 
yields that are 
much lower in 
quality and 
quantity now in 
many parts of 
the world 
especially in 
developing 
countries. This 
reduction is a 
direct corollary 
of global heating 
across 
continents. To compound the problem, there are 
unprecedented floods that turn out to be harmful for crops 
and soil and also result in increased waterlogging in the 
affected areas. On the other extreme are wildfires that 
devour thousands of kilometres of land and burn standing 
crops and forests without discrimination. These cascades 
of floods and heatwaves and wildfires have been wreaking 
havoc year after year in the past couple of decades. But still 
there is a strong lobby that is hitherto in a state of denial. 
Now, the new report has put these facts in a brighter light 
that will be hard to ignore even by diehard sceptics. 
With this report, there is a pretty strong case for 
accelerating efforts to fight carbon pollution that is a 
driving force behind climate change. Of course, there are 
already many other devastating consequences that can no 
longer be reversed and there is a need to devise a strategy 
for ‘adaptation’. For a country such as Pakistan, though 
successive governments have been promoting their 
agendas to tackle climate change, there is a dire need to 
accelerate such efforts. 

The writer is an electrical engineer. 
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The Case of Pakistan 


“The future is already here. It's just not 


For Pakistan and other nations in the Global South, a 
climate-destabilized future is not some faraway science 
fiction fantasy. Climate change impacts are here, with 
many people already living in a modern dystopia. The 
impacts of climate change are not evenly distributed, and 
neither is the blame. Just three nations — the United 
States, China, and India — account for over half of carbon 
emissions. Who should pay for Pakistan's loss and 
damage? And what should be done to prevent and 
compensate for climatic harm disproportionately borne 
by developing nations? 

As the scale of flood devastation becomes apparent, the 
sense of climate injustice is rightfully mounting, There is 
so much loss and damage with so little reparations to 
countries that contributed so little to the world's carbon 
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venly distributed yet.” — William Gibson 


Dr M. Usmani 
footprint that obviously the bargain made between the 
Global North and Global South is not working. Global 
warming is the existential crisis facing the world and 
Pakistan is ground zero but, unfortunately, is also the 
victim of apathy and indifference of the Western nations 
as the catastrophic floods have caused $30 billion of 
damage but there is little aid to help Pakistan fight this 
mighty challenge. There can be little doubt that 
destructive climate change is the result of 150 years of 
rapid industrialisation, most of which was driven by the 
rich countries of the West. Pakistan, by contrast, has 
contributed less than one percent to global greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Recently, United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio 
Guterres, visited Pakistan where he witnessed the 
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‘unimaginable’ destruction caused by the heavy flood that 
all experts believe is one of the climate change-related 
disasters to which Pakistanis the eighth most vulnerable 
country despite the fact that it emits less than one percent 
of global greenhouse gases. During his press talks, the 
honourable guest urged the rich countries to step up their 
climate-adaptation financing and sought urgent 
discussions on loss and damage due to the climate crisis. 
He placed the blame on developed countries, particularly 
the G20 countries, which are historically responsible for 
80 percent of greenhouse gas emissions. He also 
requested the G20 nations to boost national emissions- 
reduction targets yearly till the world achieves the 
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warming limit of 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, 

Pakistani cities, villages, and massive swaths of farmlang 
are underwater due to the heaviest rainfalls ever recordeq 
in Pakistan's history. Scientists link this torrentiaj 
downpour to human-caused climate change. Crucially, the 
flood is expected to add $30 billion worth of damage to an 
already teetering economy. More than 793,900 livestock 
have died, and families across Pakistan have been 
deprived of a critical source of sustenance and livelihood, 
Around two million acres of crops and orchards have been 
impacted. These impacts are undeniably a symptom of an 
accelerating climate crisis. Julien Harneis, the UN 
humanitarian coordinator in Pakistan, has rightly said: 
'This super flood is driven by climate change — the causes 


are international’. 
Keeping in view the damage the developed world has done 


to the climate across the world, and especially in Pakistan, 
it is in all fitness of things that the country demands 
reparations as compensation for the devastation the 
country has been experiencing as a result of climate 
change. Pakistan is justified in putting forward its 
expectations for compensation from the rich countries 
that are mostly responsible for causing climate change. 
However, while the United States and other nations have 
pledged humanitarian assistance to Pakistan, these 
pledges are far short of what is needed. Given the sheer 
scale of destruction, Pakistan needs a bail-out in the form 
of rapid financial and logistical assistance from the global 
community. 

“There is so much loss and damage with so little 
reparations to countries that contributed so little to the 
world's carbon footprint that obviously the bargain made 
between the global north and global south is not working. 
We need to be pressing very hard for a reset of the targets 
because climate change is accelerating much faster than 
predicted, on the ground, that is very clear,” says Sherry 
Rehman, Pakistan's federal minister for climate change. 
The current crisis in Pakistan highlights a broader gap in 
international climate governance. Efforts to formalize 
funding from wealthier, developed nations to poorer, 
developing nations to address climate harm — what is 
known as “loss and damage” which is one of the three legs 
of the climate stool, other being mitigation and adaptation 
— have failed. But calls for loss and damage are growing 
louder. 

But in many developed countries, this cataclysmic event 
has hardly seemed to be much of a priority, or even a 
concern. Fatima Bhutto, the activist-writer niece of the 
assassinated Pakistani prime minister Benazir Bhutto, 
wrote bitterly that: “While it has been touching to see how 
ordinary people from far-away countries have shown 
solidarity with Pakistan, donating what they can to flood 
relief efforts, the silence from major international figures 
and Western media at large has been dispiriting, if not 
unsurprising. The week the flood hit, there were more 
newspaper column inches devoted to a Finnish prime 
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minister who likes to party than to the fact that a third of 
Pakistan was submerged.” 

Fatima Bhutto's point stands the ground. Imagine the 
shock if one third of France was under water, for instance. 
Pakistan may be further away from London or New York 
than Paris, but with British Pakistanis numbering about 
1.2 million and about half a million Pakistani Americans, 
the flooding could not be more concerning for significant 
communities in the US and UK. Yet, the attention paid to 
the situation in Pakistan has been meagre. 

Pakistanis are simmering with rage now. What else can 
you feel when a whopping $894 million were raised in a 
day and a half after the cathedral of Notre Dame suffered a 
fire but an entire country of drowning poor must beg for 
climate aid and assistance? An unpalatable reality 
appears to emerge. 

But, wealthy world cannot escape the time bomb its own 
development set off. 

There remains no doubt that the people of Pakistan are 
the victims of a global crisis to which they have 


Some International Conventions 


about Climate Responsibility 


Climate reparations refer to a call for money to be paid by the developed 
countries to the developing countries as a means of addressing the historical 
contributions that the developed countries have made (and continue to 
make) toward climate change. 

Admission of Responsibility: The UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 1994 international 
agreement that lays down the broad principles of the global 
effort to fight climate change, explicitly acknowledges this 
differentiated responsibility of nations. 

It makes it very clear that rich countries must provide both finance 
and technology to developing nations to help them tackle 
climate change. 

The rich countries agreed to provide USD100 billion to the 
developing world every year as a result of this mandate. 

Present Status: The promise of USD100 billion in assistance to 
developing countries is yet to be completed. _ 

According to a recent report by the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Efforts (UNOCHA), prepared for the UN 
General Assembly, annual funding requests related to climate- 
linked disasters averaged USD15.5 billion in the three-year 
period between 2019 and 2021. _ 

The United States alone is estimated to have “inflicted more than 
USD1.9 trillion in damages to other countries” due to its 
emissions. 

Non-Economic Losses: There are non-economic losses, 
including loss of lives, displacement and migration, health 
impacts, and damage to cultural heritage. 

Economic Losses: The unavoidable annual economic losses 
from climate change were projected to reach somewhere 
between USD290 billion to USD580 billion by the year 2030. 

Initiatives: The developing countries and NGOs managed to 
establish a separate channel for loss and damages at 
international climate change negotiations. Therefore, the 
Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for Loss and 
Damages, set up in 2013, was the first formal acknowledgment 
of the need to compensate developing countries struck by 
climate disasters. 
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contributed almost nothing — and which has instead been 
driven by the excess emissions of rich countries and 
corporate polluters. This fundamental injustice is at the 
root of increasing demands for climate reparations from 
Pakistan and the wider Global South. They owe- 
reparations to countries such as Pakistan for the 
consequences of climate change. On the face of it, 
Pakistan's demand for reparations appears to be a long 
shot, but the principles being invoked are fairly well- 
established in environmental jurisprudence. 
At its heart, the demand for compensation for loss and 
damage from climate disasters is an extension of the 
universally acknowledged “Polluter Pays” principle that 
makes the polluter liable for paying not just for the cost of 
remedial action, but also for compensating the victims of 
environmental damage caused by their actions. GHG 
emissions have not taken place without any cause; the 
Industrial Revolution and the resultant age of rapid 
industrialization in the past two centuries have 
transformed the climate of the globe. Industrialized 
countries have contributed nearly two-thirds of all 
emissions since the turn of the 20th century. From 
Australia, Canada and China to Europe, Japan, Russia and 
the United States, all have inflicted irreparable damage to 
climate patterns. The developing countries all combined 
have contributed only a fraction of the total carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere but have been paying the cost 
of a crime they never committed. Now they have no 
capacity to cope with the severity of the catastrophes they 
face. That's why a demand for loss and damage 
compensation is entirely justified and must yield some 
results. On his visit to Pakistan, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, too, has urged global financial 
institutions to create anew mechanism for countries like 
Pakistan to enable investment in climate resilience and 
sustainable infrastructure, instead of getting mired in 
debt repayment. These are the steps needed to save 
countries like Pakistan from drowning due to the apathy 
and negligence of others. 
Pakistan will have to overlay climate diplomacy on its 
foreign policy agenda. The fact that we lack an independ- 
ent, coherent foreign policy will perversely affect our 
ability to forge a coherent ask of developed nations in the 
climate context. 
Pakistan will also have to recognise that it cannot have it 
both ways. We subscribe to the 'catch up' argument — the 
notion that developing countries should be allowed their 
share of pollutants and GHG emissions to build 
infrastructure and spur economic growth, an argument 
strongly pushed by emerging economies such as India and 
China. This reasoning envisions the West curtailing 
emissions and bearing the financial costs of an economic 
slowdown while developing countries continue to emit, 
build and grow. B) 

The writer is a Lahore-based academician 

and political analyst. 


All in One - Book xIv | 143 


CamScanner 


CLIMATE CHANGE 


~'Loss and damage' is a fairly precise technical 
term used in international climate negotiations. 
It fundamentally refers to climate impacts that 
exceed the adaptive capacity of countries, 
communities and ecosystems. This term is used 
to describe how people - particularly the poor and 
vulnerable - are reeling from the impacts of human- 
caused climate change, which is predominantly driven by 
the emissions of a wealthy minority. Recent examples of 
these cataclysmic events include the death of around 
2000 people, besides a loss of around forty billion US 
dollars in terms of infrastructure and property, in arun of 
unprecedented extreme weather events in Pakistan. On 
the other hand, record heat has blighted much of the globe 
- for example, killing 1,000 people in Portugal and Spain in 
July. This is what is giving rise to demands for loss and 
damage compensation. Countries that have had negligible 
contributions to historical emissions and have severe 
limitations of resources are the ones that face the most 
devastating impacts of climate change. 
Currently, because climate change is caused by 
greenhouse gases already in the atmosphere, rich 
industrialised countries are responsible for most of the 
emissions causing these phenomena. Poor countries often 
feel the effects first; for example, Pakistan contributes 
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In September, Denmark announced to direct about $13 
million to assist vulnerable countries that have 
suffered “loss and damage” from climate change, |t 
was for the very first time in the history of Uniteq 
Nations that a wealthy member state has pledgeq 
compensation for the consequences of 
emissions in the developing world. Moreover, 
Pakistan is all set to advocate for the 
inclusion of ‘loss and damage’ at the 
upcoming UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP27) in Sharm el-Sheikh, 
Egypt. "We will be advocating for loss 
and damage at the upcoming UN 
Climate Change Conference (COP27). 
The Global South should not bear the 
brunt of the actions of the rich 
North," said Pakistan's climate 
change minister, Ms Sherry 
Rehman. “Loss and damage must 
be put on the climate finance agenda 
formally. It has always been the stepchild 
of the larger discourse, but that needs to 
change now," she added. Let's find out what 
is loss and damage in the context of climate 
change. 


Addressing the unavoidable 
impacts of climate change 


Shafgat Javed 
less than 1 percent of the world's greenhouse gases 
blamed for causing global warming, yet it is among the 
countries most vulnerable to the growing consequences 
of climate change. According to the long-term German 
Watch index, Pakistan is constantly among top 10 climate 
vulnerable countries. The nation faces ever-rising 
temperatures, drought and flooding that threaten health, 
agriculture, water supplies and hopes for development of 
a society that ranks in the bottom quarter of nations, 
based on income per person. 

Providing help to the affected countries and peoples after 
a cataclysmic climate event might sound like fairly 
standard foreign aid. But when recast as a matter of 
liability and compensation, rather than a gift, it becomes 
much more controversial. Computer models allow 
scientists to quantify the role that greenhouse-gas 
emissions play in a given disaster—and therefore the 
enormous sums that big emitters could be on the hook for. 
Unsurprisingly, developed countries have pushed back 
against this reasoning since it emerged in the early 1990s, 
when the text of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCC) was being drawn up. A group of island 
countries had proposed that an international insurance 
fund be created to compensate low-lying countries for the 
damage caused by rising sea-levels. The suggestion was 
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not included in the final text, but the idea has persisted. 

In 2013, however, the Warsaw International Mechanism 
(WIM) for Loss and Damages was set up as the first formal 
acknowledgment of the need to compensate developing 
countries struck by climate disasters. The Mechanism's 
role was recognised in 2015 in Article 8 of the Paris 
Agreement and it was reviewed in 2019 at COP25, during 
which developing countries demanded that it be 
enhanced and strengthened to include additional finance 
from developed countries. 

In recent years, an additional finance need for loss and 
damage has increasingly come to the fore. At COP26 in 
Glasgow, developing nations argued strongly that 
developed countries owe them funding in this area. 
However, that COP ended with developed countries 
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split into two categories: 

1. Economic losses involving “income and physical assets” 
2. Non-economic losses, which include but are not limited 
to “mortality, mobility and mental well-being losses” 

It says that the “overall adverse economic impacts” of 
extreme weather events and slow-onset events, such as 
sea level rise and glacier loss, have so far been detected in 
industries including agriculture, forestry, fishery, energy 
and tourism - and through the loss of outdoor labour 
during climate extremes. 

A separate UN report from the World Meteorological 
Organization published in 2021 found that economic 
losses from climate and weather disasters have increased 
sevenfold over the past five decades. 

If we take the case of Pakistan, we see that recent flood 


Pakistan Climate Change Council 
The PCCC was constituted under Pakistan Climate Change Act, 2017. The current PCCC was notified on 29th August 2022. Headed by 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, the PCCC is composed of 26 official and 20 non-official members, including federal ministers such as 
Minister for National Food Security and Research, Minister for Planning and Development, Minister for Science and Technology, 


Minister for Water Resources, Minister for Energy, and Minister for Foreign Affairs. The function of the council is to advise and 
coordinate on Pakistan's international commitments on climate change and environment issues, mainstreaming climate change 
concems into decision making and implementation of comprehensive adaptation and mitigation policies. 


blocking attempts to provide a financial facility for loss and 
damage, instead setting up a “dialogue” to allow formal 
discussions on the topic to continue. The COP27 presidency 
vision highlights the need to address loss and damage by 
“finding a balanced solution to the funding issue”. 
As mentioned earlier, in this piece, the term 
“loss and damage” describes how climate 
change is already causing serious and, in many 
cases, irreversible impacts around the world - 
particularly in vulnerable communities. It is 
sometimes called the “third pillar” of climate 
politicking, after mitigation (tackling the root 
cause of the problem by reducing emissions) 
and adaptation (preparing for current and 
future impacts). According to Prof Saleemul 
Hug, the director of the International Centre for 
Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) 
and a pioneer of loss and damage research and 
advocacy, “The term loss and damage means 
the impacts of human-induced climate change 
affecting people around the world. Damage 
refers to things that can be repaired, like 
damaged houses, and losses refer to things that have been 
lost completely and won't come back - like human lives.” 
At UN climate talks, the term is used by nations and 
Organisations arguing for developed, high-emitting 
Nations to be held responsible for losses incurred in 
poorer regions, which are least responsible for climate 
change. 

According to the IPCC, loss and damage can broadly be 


disaster has triggered an unprecedented interest in the 
country's climate crisis and global climate injustice. It is 
now commonly said that whereas Pakistan's share in 
global carbon emissions is miniscule, an unfair burden 
has fallen on the country's economy and poor population. 


The scale and magnitude of economic and non-economic 
losses, two core concerns of the ‘loss and damage' 
concept, have brought to the forefront the demand for 
reparations. In this situation, Pakistan needs climate 
funds that are easy to access with predictable transfers. § 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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The 2022 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, more commonly referred to as 
COP27 (Conference of the Parties to the 
UNFCCC), will be held from 6 to 18 November in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. Government and 
industry representatives from across the world 
will attend this 27th edition of the annual UN climate 
change conference to reassert their commitment to a global 
energy transition. However, expectations from COP27 are 
weighed down by a global energy crisis that risks sparking 
economic recession as well as social unrest. A year ago, 
Glasgow was abuzz with excitement; countries were 
required to ratchet up their energy transition plans in 
nationally determined contributions (NDCs). Countries 
agreed to submit enhanced NDCs before the end of 2022, 


but few have done so. 
The focus at COP27 will need to be on progress and on 


delivery to give the necessary tailwinds ahead of a new 
ambitious cycle. Countries will finish a “global stocktake” 
of progress started at COP26, which will inform NDCs for 
2035 due for submission in 2025. 

Context 

COP27 is taking place in a highly climate-vulnerable 
country on a highly climate-vulnerable continent. 
Adaptation to current and future climate change impacts 
has long received less attention and less finance than 
mitigation. At COP26, efforts to change this included the 
Glasgow Climate Pact, urging developed countries to at 
least double adaptation financing as well as the launch of a 
two-year work program on the global goal of adaptation 
(GGA) which seeks to help countries to adapt, increase 
resilience to climate change and reduce their vulnerability 
through, and complementary with, sustainable 
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In November 2022, the Government of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt will host the 27th Conference of 
the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP 27) with a view to 

building on previous successes and paving the way 
for future ambition to effectively tackle the global 
challenge of climate change. The global event was 
originally scheduled to take place from 8-20 
November 2021. However, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, COP 26 was rescheduled from November 
2020 to November 2021. As a result, COP 27 will 
take place from 6-18 November this year. 


PR LRTI I RE ET TE ET Ea 


Hassaan Bin Zubair 


development. Vulnerable countries have long been calling 
for support to adapt to climate impacts. Following another 
summer of extreme weather, including in the Global North, 
the urgency of adaptation to climate change is increasingly 
obvious to those who have the most finances and 
technological capacity to implement change. First-hand 
experiences of failed harvests and heat stress due to 
climate change may have pushed the climate crisis up the 
public and political agenda in developed countries and we 
can expect to see a keener understanding of the need for 
adaptation from a wider array of countries at COP27. 


Agenda 
The agenda for COP27 includes four main items to be 


discussed: climate finance, adaptation, loss and damage, 
and increased ambition. 


1, Finance 
On climate finance, there is aneed to ensure that developed 


countries will fulfil their commitment to developing 
countries regarding the $100 billion per year financing 
pledge, as promised in COP 15 in Copenhagen. Since the 
establishment of the Pars Climate Accords in 2015, there 
hasn't been a single year where the $100 billion per year 
financing target has been met. The closest registered 
record towards this target was in 2021 when $80 billion 
were raised through public and private sources. There is a 
serious need to reach this goal as climate impacts are 
causing global suffering on a rampant scale. In addition to 
the $100 billion goal, there is also a need to agree on a post- 
2025 climate finance arrangement that is significantly 
larger in number, in addition to setting up adequate rules to 
enforce this commitment. 


2. Adaptation 
On adaptation, COP27 is considered an ‘African COP’ as it is 
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taking place in a continent most affected by climate change. 
Therefore, stakeholders are expecting to witness a higher 
political desire to increase global funding for adaptation 
policies. Currently, 80 percent of the overall climate finance 
portfolio is dedicated to mitigation, while only 20 percent 
goes to adaptation. This is often because mitigation 
projects are bankable projects with a decent return on 
investment potential, such as solar and wind energy 
projects. However, adaptation projects are less investible 
by nature, as they are geared towards assisting local 
communities to adapt to the consequences of the changing 
climate. These projects are often not bankable and less 
appealing to financiers. In addition, adaptation projects are 
often needed by the most vulnerable communities, which 
cannot often develop sophisticated proposals for climate 
finance that can garner support from financial institutions, 
agencies, or governments. So, this year, there is a direct 
need to obtain assistance for one of the most vulnerable 
continents and help them adapt to climate change in a fair 
and just manner. 

3.Loss and damage 

Loss and damage has become a contentious subject that 
has been discussed for several years, with no consensus on 
any enforceable work plan. Some countries will have 
complete losses and irreversible damage due to climate 
change, whether it relates to a small island state that will be 
completely inundated from sea level rise; the complete 
bleaching of coral reefs in some seas; or the extinction of 
particular flora and fauna from ecosystems based on global 
warming. The topic can be divided into economic losses 
that include damages to resources and goods and services, 
such as agriculture, infrastructure, tourism, etc. and non- 
economic losses that include loss of family members, the 
disappearance of culture and ways of living, or migration 
from one's home. Loss and damage differs from mitigation 
and adaptation in that it tackles how to help people after 
they have experienced climate-related impacts, while 
mitigation works on preventing it and adaptation on 
minimizing it. The Paris Agreement made only the 
intention to address loss and damage with technical 
assistance, but explicitly it did not include any liability or 
compensation for it by developed countries. There have 


been several attempts to establish a finance 
mechanism for loss and damage, but they have 
repeatedly failed. 

4.Increasing ambition 


The fourth agenda point is increasing ambition. This 
entails consolidating the concurrent political 
commitments by different stakeholders and the 
wider global community towards the climate cause. 
The February report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change stated that we must stay below a 
1.5°C temperature increase mark to avoid a climate 
disaster and that we only have a decade remaining 
until the carbon budget is used up entirely. The 
report also mentioned that, by 2030, emission levels 
should be halved to meet this target. In other words, 
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the international community has less than ten years to act. 
What Pakistan should do? 

Climate change is a poster child for knowing no borders or 
timelines. Burning fossil fuels in one country impact a 
whole chain of small emitters nearer the equator in ways 
that multiply disaster outcomes for the vulnerable. There 
have been so many tragic monsoon casualties recently 
alone in Pakistan, and the weather cannot be in anyone's 
control; only our responses can be optimized better. So, 
Pakistan's recent floods and the devastation they caused 
will likely be quoted as one of the major examples of 


climate change. 
Pakistan will have to ensure that climate financial justice 


and losses were at the core of all multilateral negotiations 
at this year's COP-27 because urgent need for equitable and 


just climate financing to address the current climate crisis. 
Although the “loss and damage” is likely be a key issue at 


the next climate summit, it will not be advisable for 
Pakistan to go through this route at this stage for two 
reasons. First, so far the developed countries completely 
reject the notion of reparations. Except for Denmark, which 
has promised $13.5 million to be spent through NGOs in 
countries that suffered the most from climate-related 


damages, no other country has agreed to do so. 
Second, it may be many years (if ever) before such a 


mechanism is agreed and worked out. Our needs are 
immediate. It is often seen that the world community has a 
short memory. A few months after any disaster, they forget 
their pledges. Last year, at the 26th Climate Summit in 
Glasgow, South Africa secured a $8.5 billion deal with 
developed nations to move from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy. 

Pakistan needs a similar deal with the climate adaptation 
challenges. In his meeting with Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, French President Emmanuel Macron has offered to 
host an international conference before the end of the year, 
aimed at the revival of Pakistan's economy and its 


reconstruction in the wake of devastating floods. It is 
essential that Pakistan designates a full-time ministerial- 


level person to coordinate this work. & 
The writer is a PhD scholar (English Literature). He can be 
reached at hbz77@yahoo.com 
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iBringing a change in Thana Culture, which is deeply rooted within the policing system of Pakistan, has been an integral part of politica 
ithetoric for quite some time now. Successive governments have been promising public for the change in policing culture but all efforts in thist 
tregard proved futile and nothing has visibly changed on the ground as the common people still consider and fear the police stations the ‘ no-t 
igo areas’ for the treatment and abuse of power they experience there. In this write-up, the writer, a PSP officer, has thrown light on various! 
taspects of this culture and has presented some pragmatic measures to root out this menace. 1 


Thana Culture is a negative connotation 
which is used to indicate the non-friendly 
attitude of the police station (Thana) staff 
towards the general public. Following notions 
form part of that perceived notorious Thana 


» Bribery 

» Sifarash 

» Dreadful environment 

» Rude behaviour by the police station staff 

» Misuse of power 

» Torture 

» Illegal detention 

inefficiency 

It is for these reasons that sensible or educated 
persons do not like to go to the police stations 
for the redressal of even their genuine 
grievances. 

There are two major complaints against the 
police which are rude behaviour on the part of 
the police officials dealing with the visitors and 
non-registration of first information report (FIR) 
particularly in the cases of crime against 
property which include dacoity, robbery, 
snatching, theft and all other street 
crimes involving unknown accused 
persons. 

Though there can be no 
justification for bad behaviour and 
callous attitude of police officials, 
there are certain factors which 
contribute to the malaise. These 
factors are: 

Low police to population ratio 
Higher level of deviance 

Rise in crime rate 

Loopholes in the criminal justice system 
Greater workload for police 

Lack of social security system for the poor 
and the unemployed 

Lack of focus on crime-prevention strategies 
Lack of rehabilitation services for the 
offenders 


> 
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Summarizing the factors narrated above, it can be stated 
that higher crime rate implies greater workload for the 
police. Greater workload means absence of leisure time 
available to the police officials, and it leads to frustration 
among them. This lies at the heart of the concept of Thana 
culture. If we are able to decrease the workload of police, 
we would be able to change the Thana culture. 

Police Rules, 1934, states that there should be one police 
personnel to look after the legitimate interests of 450 
citizens whereas in Punjab, this ratio is low as there is one 
police personnel to police 563 persons, according to the 
figures of 2017. 
Apart from low police-to-population ratio, the level of 
deviance has increased due to certain factors which make 
the existing police force insufficient to cater to the 
policing needs of ever-increasing population. Rise in 
crime rate can be attributed to poor 
socioeconomic conditions, inflation, unemploy- 
ment, illiteracy, lack of recreational activities and 
loopholes in the criminal justice system 
Unlike the other developed countries, our social 
security systems are not that much robust, 
though the current government has taken 
the initiatives of health insurance and 
Ehsaas programmes which are steps 
in the right direction. 

In order to curb crime, we adopt 
traditional criminal justice strategies 
which involve collaboration of other 
departments as well; for example, 
prosecution, courts and prisons. It is 

established through many case studies of 

different countries that crime cannot be 
controlled through traditional criminal justice 
system approach. It is for the reason that all the 
components of criminal justice system are 
overburdened, hence ineffective. 

Another factor that renders the criminal justice 
system ineffective is that an offender who 
commits crime against property, such as 
snatching, robbery, dacoity and burglary, hardly 
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spends a few weeks in prison 
pecause the affected citizens are 
more interested in the recovery of 
the valuables lost or stolen than in 
the conviction of the offenders for 
the following reasons: 

» Complainants do not want to 
face criminals in the courts — 
fear of criminals 

» Adjournments of cases 

» Complainants have to spare 
their time in order to follow their cases 

Many efforts have been made by the police leadership to 

reverse the Thana culture, and we must admit that they 

have been proved successful to a large extent; nonethe- 
less, there remains aroom for improvement. 

One such intervention is incorporation of technology in 

the policing domain. Certain processes relating to public 

service have been automated and such services are 
available at Khidmat Marakiz in the Punjab province. 

These service centres have been established to bypass the 

role of police stations in the provision of services such as 

registration of missing documents and articles, and 
issuing character verification certificates, etc. Moreover, 
installation of CCTV cameras in police stations has proved 
helpful in improving the conduct of the police officials 
and curbing the practices of torture and illegal detention. 

Recently, it has been decided that body cameras should be 

made part of the uniform of field officers, which is a very 

good step. 

In order to root out the deep-rooted notion of Thana 

culture from the mind of the general public, following 

steps are recommended: 

Closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras should be 

installed in all the major cities of Pakistan and the video 

surveillance of the cities on the pattern of Punjab Safe 
Cities Authority (PSCA) should be ensured. This would 
help in successful detection of the criminal cases and 
effective prosecution of the cases in courts because of the 
scientific evidence available in the form of video footages. 
This would ensure conviction of the offenders leaving 
crime rate under control. 

A very strict internal 
accountability mechanism is 
also in place to hold the police 
officers accountable. Apart 
from accountability 
mechanism, it is desired that 
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Significance of knowledge in 

life . 

» Formation of character 

» Etiquettes and manners 

» Rewards of public service 
delivery 

This is a very good example to be 

followed by the police training 

branches of other provinces. 

A criminal is not a born criminal. It 

is interplay of different social, 

psychological and economic factors that lead to criminal 

tendencies. Following factors can be quoted as examples: 

>» Unemployment, lack of opportunities for earning 

>» Broken marriages 

» Lack of informal social control 

In view of what is stated above, there is a dire need to focus 

on the potential offenders who may commit crime in 

future. For example, children of broken marriages and 

school dropouts are the target offenders. Modern crime- 

prevention strategies focus on these potential offenders 

to keep them away from the criminal activities. These . 

crime-prevention strategies include: 

» Social security networks for the unemployed and the 
poor 

» Skill development programmes for the dropouts and 
the unemployed 

» Career counselling 

» Rehabilitation services for the young offenders and 
making them responsible citizens again. 

According to an estimate, a big chunk of crime is 

committed by habitual offenders. Prison reforms are the 

need of the hour to rehabilitate the offenders and prevent 

the tendencies of recidivism among the offenders. 

To conclude, it can be stated that the criminal justice 

system alone cannot handle the burden of deviance and 

crime in society. Parents, teachers, schools, 

neighbourhood and the peer should come forward to 

shoulder the responsibility of preventing criminal 

tendencies among the youth. In this way, we can 

successfully decrease the load on the criminal justice 

system. Role of the police and the criminal justice system 

come in the end to put the 

incorrigible offenders behind the 

bars. If the crime rate is under 

control, and deviance is not the 

norm but an exception, then 

Thana culture would definitely 

improve because Sir Robert Peel 


moral training of the police 
officers should be focused. 
Training branch of the Punjab 
Police has devised curricula 
relating to the moral aspect of 
training, particularly on the 
following subjects: 

» Personality grooming 


PERPETRATORS TIE THE HANDS OF THE VICTIM BEHIND HIS 
BACK. THEY TIE A ROPE AROUND HIS WRISTS AND SUSPEND 
HIM, HANGING ABOVE THE FLOOR. STRAPPADO CAN CAUSE 


BOTH ARMS 10 DISLOCATE. PERPETRATORS SOMETIMES ADD 


WEIOHTS TO. THE VICTIM'S BODY TO INTENSIFY THE EFFECT 
AND INCREASE THE PAIN 


had once said: “Police are the 
public, and the public are the 
police.” B 


The writer is a civil servant, 
belonging to 
Police Service of Pakistan (PSP). 
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lobally, police and policing face 
multifarious challenges; often these 
challenges have political 
dimensions. They defy proper 
restatement and measurement due 
to various reasons. Essentially, 
these challenges can be categorized 
as functional, societal, state-related and of 
international import. From the United States to 
China, two extremes are visible, based on the 
political and legal systems that shape them for 
policing and internal security. Pakistan is 
generally designed towards Common Law 
approach of the United Kingdom and the 
United States, but, in practice, it does not 
follow the design. Its challenges are of acute 
nature as the country's population, governance 
structures, security considerations, 
geography, colonial past and politics directly 
affect them. In this piece, some of the chief 
challenges have been stated for consideration 
by all and sundry. 
First, the colonial past of police and policing in 
Pakistan has a strong hold on its organization, 
functionality, perception, relations with public i 
and service delivery. The deep-rooted colonial | | 
linkage is pegged into colonial legal system, 
authoritarian approach of colonial masters to 
use police as ‘an instrument’ and general 
disregard to human rights of the ‘ruled’. The mentality has 
been challenged by many in public sector, but the 
overwhelming control is preserving and reinforcing the 
status quo. The colonial Police Act of 1861 was repealed 
by the Police Order, 2002, but after the Eighteenth 
Constitutional Amendment, in the garb of provincial 
legislative competence, the subject of ‘police’ was 
provincialized by introducing provincial legislations in 
utter violation of Articles 142, 143 and 240 of the 
Constitution. Interestingly, despite a clear-cut declaration 
of the Supreme Court of Pakistan that 'police', as a subject 
of legislation, is ‘concurrent’ in nature, the centrifugal 
proclivities have continued. The Police Reforms 
Committee Report of 2019, in its Volume I, has clearly 
articulated the constitutionality of police laws in the 
country, but constitutional stance is not appreciated by 
public policymakers. 
Secondly, Pakistan's public sector is often dominated by 
national security discourse. This discourse is predomi- 
nantly outward and has yet to consider police and policing 
as an integral part of a federation's security policy, For 
those who craft and influence the national security, 
police, policing, human rights and the rule of Jaw are local 
issues; this ‘localization’ of constitutional considerations 
vis-a-vis protection of life and property of citizens of 
Pakistan has delinked the citizens from the national 
security discourse. The earlier this is recognized, the 
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better it is. The legal coercive power through police is the 
best way to deal with internal security challenges, and 
once it is recognized, the police and policing will get due 
attention and will start attracting more resources, voice of 
police leadership and due regard by governance 
structures. From cybercrimes to investigations and 
prosecutions of money laundering and Financial Action 
Task Force-related benchmarked legislation, the role of 
federal and provincial police organizations cannot be 
discounted. The crimes against children and women that 
inform public opinion on state's relationship with public 
at large must be taken as seriously as any national threat. 
The societal aspects of these crimes are getting 
aggravated due to limited state response to these 
important forms of crimes. Likewise, hate crimes that 
provoke extremism have not been properly registered, 
investigated and prosecuted. The misinformation and 
false propaganda against the state and its important 
institutions is a continuous and increasing problem that 
must be addressed through civil, criminal and 
administrative legal strategies that have to be linked to 
the national security discourse to ensure that the trend is 
reversed. Illegal response to these elements only provides 
them legitimization and weakens the narrative of the state 
against such elements. Strengthening the police means 
strengthening the state and all its institutions. 


Thirdly, basic tools of management must be applied to 
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police working in the country. One such tool is 
measurement. It is axiomatic to state that what is not 
measured is not managed. Crime must be properly 
measured to be responded to effectively. At the moment, 
the measurement of crime is arcane. For example, there 
are five types of murder (qatal), but all are being counted 
at par. Such faulty accounting is likely to affect the 
decisions of police leadership and will also colour 
negatively the perception of public about police 
performance. Professor Lawrence Sherman of the 
Cambridge University has been advocating for Evidence- 
Based Policing (EBP) since long. His viewpoint is very 
relevant to a country like Pakistan that has an increasing 
population and very limited resources. The resources can 
only best be utilized if evidence is collected in the form of 
data to make administrative and professional decisions. 
Another management principle that does not get credence 
is residing authority and responsibility at one place. In 
case of police, the authority is not with its leadership, but 
the responsibility is with it. For example, the authority to 
grant arms licences is not with police, but it is expected 
that police will minimize proliferation of small arms in the 
society. The authority must square with responsibility to 
bring desired results. 

Fourthly, IT-based policing is the way forward. Pakistan is 
moving in this direction, but the pace is very slow and lot 
has to be done to move from digitization (only converting 
manual data to digital) to digitalization (use of 
information technology as a tool to add efficiency and 
effectiveness). Pakistan has eight main policing 
organizations (four provinces, three territories of AJK, GB 
and ICT and one federal police, i.e. Federal Investigation 
Agency), which show uneven progress in the use of IT. The 
interoperability of technology and sharing of data is a big 
challenge. Besides, these core internal security 
organizations have not been integrated with border 
management paramilitary police organizations like 
Rangers, Coast Guards and Airports Security For 
ce. The optimal use of IT-based policing can 
increase the efficiency of, and coordination 
between and among, these 
organizations. The challenge is, 
however, whether the federal 
government will treat police, 
in its public policy 
decisions, as a concurrent 
subject or not. If police is 
used as a concurrent 
Subject of legislation, the 
federal government will 
be able to play more 
effective role as intended 
by the Constitution of 
Pakistan. It has already 
done this in the 
domain of counter- 
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terrorism to meet FATF challenges, but it must be 
mainstreamed to deal with all types of internal security 
challenges. The integration and leverage of central 
database of National Database and Registration Authority 
(Nadra), which collects civil-grade data, must also be 
linked with IT-based policing initiatives to economize the 
whole effort. Likewise, the Safe Cities Authorities and the 
Police Response Units must also be brought to act 
symmetrically by minimizing the coordination and 
interface levels. All IT-based policing initiatives should be 
provided legal cover to entitle these to budgetary 
allocations, and these must be compatible to human and 
fundamental rights like the right to privacy as enshrined 
in the Constitution. 
Lastly, the dual challenges of urban policing and 
protection of women and children must get attention of 
police leadership, society and state. Urbanization is on the 
rise, but the police, as an organization, is rurally 
organized. This must be redesigned to reassure public 
about their safety and security. Likewise, due to 
urbanization, the society is changing and children and 
women deserve better and more protection by the state, 
which can only be provided through a fair justice system 
and a proactive police response. The justice sector 
response to these two segments of society is often limited, 
and the dimension of restorative justice is almost totally 
absent. It is often said that Pakistan is an over-legislated 
country when it comes to the protection of women and 
children. This statement is partially correct as more often 
than not the legislation is limited to abstract ideas of 
substantive laws that do not provide procedural details 
that enable the street cops to attend to obtaining 
circumstances. The gaps between procedures, resources 
and penal regimes often hollow the impact of legislation 
on these subjects. 
The above-stated list is by no means exhaustive. 
Organized crime and international cooperation on 
fighting it are not discussed as these are very specialized 
policing challenges. Likewise, financial, corporate, 
environmental and white-collar crime often throw up 
local challenges for policing, which seldom get media and 
policymakers’ attention. Nonetheless, 
the state and society can respond to 
these challenges by joining hands and 
by moving in one direction instead of 
working at cross-purposes; Pakistan 
has the potential to surmount all 
these challenges and will definitely 
prove it to the world. 


The author is an independent 
researcher 

and has done his BCL from the 
University of Oxford. Email: 
kamranadilpsp@gmail. 
com 
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Increased Tax 


Litigation 


A fresh spate of litigation cases has been seen 
in the recent past against the actions of the 
Directorate General of Intelligence and 
Investigation (Inland Revenue), which was 
established during the tax year 2012 to take 
stringent action against tax evasion and money 
laundering. The Directorate General initiated prosecution 
against many tax-evaders on the basis of definite 
information of tax evasion in the form of records 
resumed from the business premises under the 
provisions of tax laws. However, the Lahore 
High Court (LHC) held that determination 
of civil liability is prerequisite for 
initiation of prosecution. Hundreds of 
such cases are pending before the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) for 
final verdict. Recently, the LHC 
declared the powers and functions of 
the Directorate General illegal and 
against the Constitution on the ground 
that the establishment of the 
Directorate General was not approved by 
the federal government. Many cases initiated 
by the Directorate General are pending in the HCs 
on this issue. Other reasons for the increased tax 
litigation and huge pendency of cases at the appellate fora 
and at various courts could be: 
Tax authorities 
As Pakistan's economy is largely informal, it is difficult for 
the tax authorities to trace money trail and to establish 
definite information concerning tax evasion. Most of the 
assessment orders are passed ex parte and without 
bringing on record definite information concerning tax 
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evasion. Almost all of such assessment orders are being 
challenged in the appellate fora and are being contested 
up to the courts. 

The assessment orders especially in the cases hitting 
statutory time limitation are being passed without 
affording sufficient opportunity of hearing. All such 
assessment orders are being challenged in the appellate 
fora and the courts on the ground of non-affording 
opportunity of hearing which against natural justice and 
violate the fundamental right. The SCP held that no 
one can be punished unheard. 

The tax authorities repeatedly pass 
- assessment orders on the legal 
| provisions, which are declared ultra 


Important cases involving considerable 
tax revenue are not being pursued 
actively and on priority basis, thus 
depriving the national exchequer of tax 
revenue for years. 

Taxpayers 

The taxpayers file appeals in the 
appellate fora and petitions in the courts on 
the issues which are either already decided by the 
courts or which are frivolous in nature. 

The taxpayers do not always cooperate with the tax 
authorities by providing records during tax audits. Tax 
audits concluded ex parte with huge tax demands are 
always challenged by the taxpayers. 

The taxpayers do not attend hearing intentionally and 
when assessment order or any other order is passed, they 
challenge such orders on the ground that they were not 
provided opportunity of hearing — though they produce 
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relevant records before the appellate fora. 

There is an increasing trend among the taxpayers to file 
petitions in the courts rather to participate in the 
proceedings and to seek relief through the appellate fora. 
Notices of initiation of tax proceedings and of recovery of 
tax are being frequently challenged in the courts to seek 
stay of proceedings and recovery instead to participate in 
the proceedings and to pursue the matter with the tax 
authorities. 

Appellate fora 

The Commissioner (Appeals) and the Tribunals do not 
always follow the deadline prescribed in the tax 


legislation for making decisions and the litigation cases 
continue piling up. 

The Commissioner (Appeals) and the Tribunals also 
entertain appeals, which are beyond their jurisdiction. 
The offices of the Commissioner (Appeals) and the 
number of Tribunals are not sufficient to deal with large 


number of litigation cases. 
There is excessive workload on , 
judges due to limited number of 
judges in the courts. With the 
current pendency of 38,342 cases in 
the SCP and 295,745 cases in the 
HCs, there is an average load of 
2,396 cases per judge in the SCP and 
of 2,444 per judge in the HCs. 

The courts observe the summer and 
winter holidays in addition to the ; 
official national holidays. This ~ 
practice coupled with strikes of 

lawyers reduces number of working days. Otherwise the 
judges will be in a position to decide more cases that will 
result in significant reduction of pendency, 

The HCs liberally grant interim relief by way of stay of 
proceedings or by way of demand suits. This practice 
encourages taxpayers to file more petitions. 

The courts seldom impose costs on the parties in case of 
appeals and petitions involving issues of frivolous nature. 
There is no mechanism at the level of courts concerning 
segregation of important cases, which remain pending for 
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years. For example, the case of Taj International (Pvt.) Ltd. 

etc. V The Federal Board of Revenue, etc. wherein the LHC 

gave decision in 2013 that determination of civil liability is 
prerequisite for lodging prosecution proceedings against 
the tax fraudsters is still pending in the SCP. There were 

340 large taxpayers in this case. 

The quality of representation before the courts is not 

satisfactory due to lack of expertise among the public 

prosecutors (legal advisors) in the taxation matters and 
also because fee structure for them is not competitive vis- 
a-vis private sector. 

Conclusion 

Tax litigation is increasing and the pendency of the cases 

at the appellate fora and the courts is considerably high. It 

takes many years for cases to be finally decided by the 

SCP. In order to reduce tax litigation and to ensure speedy 

and affordable justice to the taxpayers, the following 

measures are being suggested. 

» Standardizing business practices so that the tax 
authorities can seek guidance from these standards 
while finalizing assessments; 

» improving quality of assessment work of the tax 
authorities by providing them periodic training of tax 
laws; 

» reviewing the assessment work of the tax authorities 
and assigning the audit work to the tax officers and 
officials who are competent and skilled in the area of 
auditing; 

» simplifying the existing tax laws and removing 

anomalies and inconsistencies; 

increasing the number of courts as well as the number 

of judges; 

pci courts’ procedure for disposal of cases 

. involving same issue together, 
including technical member 
having experience of tax matters 
in the benches of the courts; 

» strengthening ADR mechanism; 

» making extended use of 
technology for better 
management of litigation cases; 

» imposing costs on the parties 
instituting appeals or petitions 
on tax issues of frivolous nature; 
and 

» improving skills, knowledge and 
expertise of the legal advisors 
through trainings and encouraging them to participate 
in the seminars, workshops and writing papers. 

In addition to above, there is a need to restructure the 

entire tax appellate system. &) 


> 


» 
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The author is serving as Additional Commissioner Inland 
Revenue at Federal Board of Revenue, Pakistan. He can be 
contacted at bilal.hassan@fbr.gov.pk 
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Despite the self-evident significance of a 
National Security Policy (NSP), it is a matter of 
concern that Pakistan has been pursuing, its 
national interests without any national 
document that can improve interoperability 


and coordination among different state institutions by 


providing clear-cut directions. Nevertheless, the approval 
of the first-ever National Security Policy, first by the 
National Security Committee and then by the federal 
cabinet on December 28, 2021, is a historic milestone and 
does warrant attention. A public version of the policy 
document was also unveiled on January 14, 2022, the 
salient features of this vital policy document compiled by 
Pakistan's National Security Adviser, Dr Moeed Yousaf, 
have been discussed below. 

First and foremost, this is a comprehensive national 
policy framework. There is a difference between national 
policy and comprehensive national policy; the former 
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A Paradigm Shift in Strategic Vision 
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exclusively deals with the protection of nationa, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity (traditional security) 
Whereas the latter deals with traditional and nop. 
traditional security threats. The protection of state 
institutions and their governing ability from non. 
traditional security threats (climate change, water 
insecurity, cyber insecurity, etc.) is called non-traditional) 
security. In other words, comprehensive national security 
is a combination of traditional and non-traditional forms 
of security. CNSP entails mobilization, consolidation and 
operationalization of a full spectrum of tools, structures, 
and capabilities for the attainment of national security 
imperatives. 
Economic security is another important aspect of the Nsp 
of Pakistan. In the words of Dr Moeed Yousaf, “[A] citizen- 
centric comprehensive National Security Policy with 
economic security at the core will now be pursued in 
earnest. This umbrella document will, overtime, help 
guide sectoral policies for the fulfilment of our 


national security objectives.” 
There is no denying that the economy plays a 
decisive role in the realization of national security 


Pakistan's strategic culture is 
undergoing a drastic 
‘transformation. The incumbent 
government has helped 
expedite the process. The 
ongoing multi-sectoral effort 
aimed at changing the strategic 
vision and/planning of Pakistan 
has resulted in the formulation 

of first-of-its-kind, ambitious 
National Security Policy that 
seeks to “co-locate Pakistan in 
emerging global trends and 
‘identifies policy objectives and 
priority areas” under a 
prevalent and foreseeable 
global and regional 
environment. The policy has 
broadened the traditional 
concept and included economic 
stability as a key component. By 
bringing geoeconomics into the 
centre of the concept, the NSP 
also charts a clear vision for 
policymaking at the national 
level. 
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objectives. A robust, well-functioning and dynamic 
economy is vital for the fulfilment of other pillars of 
national security. Loss of economic security, economic 
backwardness and failure to create jobs, particularly ina 
country that is passing through the demographic 
transition, is a'recipe for political instability and social 
chaos that eventually leads to the erosion of national 
security and integrity. The NSP has enlisted external 
imbalance, horizontal and vertical inequalities as the 
challenges to the economic security of Pakistan. Apart 
from addressing these challenges, the NSP has also 
discussed the way forward. In this regard, technological 
development; large corporations; air-, road-, internet- and 
railway-based connectivity; a surplus of essential (energy, 
ports and ships) and fiscal security would be dealt with on 
a priority basis. Dr Yousaf has also revealed that it is the 
first time the education sector will be part of economic 
security. A comprehensive 
maritime policy will be 
developed to tap the 
potential of the blue 
economy, dedicated efforts 
would be made concentrat- 
ing on transshipment, ship conmeetes boos 
construction, ports ae 
infrastructure, fishing, off- 
shore exploration, coastal 
tourism and other maritime 
industries. 

The role of education in the 
promotion of national ‘ered 
cohesion and de- EI 
radicalization is well- 
documented, but education 
does play an equally 
important role in securing 
economic security also by the 
development of human resource. To 
increase the pace of technological 
innovation and adaptation, 
commensurate with the contemporary 
requirements, the government would 
build the capacity of public and private 
sectors by assisting R&D in Al, 
facilitating start-ups and joint ventures. 
The upskilling of manpower in Pakistan 
would also be undertaken to boost 
Manpower exports so as to have a 
robust, vibrant and proactive Pakistani 
diaspora, as well as to expand 
remittances. Hence, it is a welcome 
development that education is being 
made an instrumental tool in the 
realization of economic development 
and growth. 


t 
1 [National Cohesion 


Ensuring social cohesion and accepting religious, ethnic, & 
culture! diversity os o uniting factor, Focusing mutual 
cooperation between provinces and providing effective delivery 


2% Securing our Economic Future 


focusing on increasing productivity, regional connectivity & 
export driven investments. Focus on technological Innovations & 
improved energy sector. To ensure this, promotion of on educa- 
tion system that produces globally competitive human cepilul. 


Defending Pakistan's territory by deterring cny aggression by 
maintaining cost effective & modern militory iorce. 
Combating disinformation & data security Issues 
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Human security is the third element of NSP. This is 
essentially a liberalistic addition to the realistic 
conception of national security. World-famous Pakistani 
economist, Dr Mahbub-ul-Haq introduced the concept of 
human security in the United Nations Development 
Program's report of 1994. Human security has many 
dimensions, including, but not exclusive to, water 
security, food security, community security, health 
security, environmental security, and so forth. 
Community security is the protection of vulnerable 
groups like women, religious and ethnic minorities from 
the threats of sectarian and communal violence, economic 
exploitation and psychological manipulation. It also 
entails the enactment of safeguards to protect their 
unique traditional cultural, linguistic and religious values 
and practices. The ongoing Covid-19 and its variants-led 
medico-economic devastation have made sure that health 


SALIENT FEATURES 
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4 internal Security 


To provide safety fo all cilizens, ensuring that writ of state is 

i guaranteed in ail parts of the country. Implementation of rule of 
law & ensuring eradication of terrorism and sectarianism. 
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5 Foreign Policy in the 


| Shanging World 


Cultivating proactive & pragmatic relafionship with global 

powers on shared economic & strategic Interests. Adopting ' 
proactive policy approach & being a voice on the global issues — 
through diplomacy. ' 


Achieve progress towards SDGs by ensuring population 
management, preventive healthcore, promoting sustainable ‘ 
agriculture, enabling equal participation of all genders, & 
climate-resillent development. 
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security, that is minimum protection 
from diseases and unhealthy lifestyle, 
has far-reaching implications for 
economic security and, by extension, for 
national security. The NSP will deal with 
all these dimensions simultaneously. 
The population explosion and ensuing 
insecurities of various kinds, 
particularly of food and water, do 
warrant necessary interventions like 
facilitation to provide essential birth- 
control measures, and design and 
implementation of long-term 
population planning to tap Pakistan's 
demographic dividend. 

Gender development or gender security 
has also been added to dimension of the 
human security pillar of NSP. The very 
addition of liberalistic proposition to 
the strategic culture of Pakistan, which 
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has been a realist since the country's 
independence, reflects a shift from a state- 
centric security paradigm to people- and 
citizen-centric understanding of security. 
That is a major departure from the past and 
is certainly a right step in the right 
direction. 

Peace in the neighbourhood and beyond is 
the fifth pillar of the NSP. The world is, at 
present, undergoing a profound 
transformation. The policies of 
containment are sowing the seeds of 
another cold war. The non-traditional security threats are 
fast becoming transnational and are beyond the capacity 
of the state to handle. Emerging technologies are being 
weaponized and frontiers are being pushed to the 
domains of space, outer space, cyberspace and artificial 
intelligence. The populist and far-rightist leaders are 
threatening regional peace and international order. 
Particularly, Pakistan sits in a volcano-like situation. On 


its east, the RSS-BJP regime is mobilizing state machinery 
to realize its long-held dream of a Hindutva state. On its 
west, the Taliban are struggling to prevent the total 
collapse of the state of Afghanistan. These extremely fluid 
regional and global dynamics present both opportunities 
and challenges. To seize upon these opportunities, 
Pakistan has come up with this document that places 
special significance on constructively engaging the world. 
Through this, Pakistan aspires to become a hub for 
regional trade, transit and connectivity, and converging 
point of otherwise competing interests. Pakistan has also 
embraced the concept of cooperative security that 
advocates peaceful coexistence and win-win cooperation 
for all states. 

"Unity in diversity’ would now be the stated approach of 
the state of Pakistan to promote national cohesion and 
unity. Indigenous culture and religio-linguistic values of 
minorities would be preserved while remaining within the 
framework of Islam. In other words, the cultural, social, 
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What is an NSP? 
National Security Policy is a policy document that provides a broader framework within which a country's national interests are prioritized and their 
implementation and monitoring mechanisms designed. It is a formal codification of a state's perception of its guiding principles, values, interests, 
goals, strategic environment, threats, risks and challenges to protect and promote national security. The constitution, legislation, hard security 
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Pakistan's NSP (2022-2026) is the product of 7-year-long intensive and extensive consultation and debate process. This 100-page document, which 
identifies 232 actionable items, has the potential to transform the country. But Pakistan's troubled borders are one of the most intractable challenges 
that have to be resolved if we aspire to complement our geostrategic approach witn geoeconomic considerations. 


religious and linguistic diversity of 
Pakistan would be preserved and no top- 
down effort would be launched to create a 
homogenous national culture. It is a 
significant departure from earlier policies 
that attempted to impose a uniform way of 
life across the country. 

Traditional security would be another 
dimension of Pakistan's security, but 
territorial integrity and sovereignty would 
not be compromised at any cost. In this 
regard, full-spectrum deterrence within the 
precincts of minimum credible nuclear deterrence would 
be the guiding principle of Pakistan's nuclear doctrine, 
and all available resources would be mobilized to 
maintain strategic stability in South Asia. Kashmir would 
continue to occupy a prominent position on the agenda of 
Islamabad's foreign policy. In terms of traditional 
security, the great-power competition between China and 
the United States, gross violations of international law and 


norms, volatile political and security situation in 
Afghanistan and the rapidly-unfolding humanitarian 
crisis there, Iran's international isolation, the advent of 
modern technologies and artificial intelligence and the 
ever-present likelihood of cyberattack on vital 
communication and information infrastructure are some 
major areas of concern that the NSP is set to deal with. The 
policy enlists hybrid, information and cyber warfare, 
maritime competition, militarization of space and 
growing disparity in regional strategic environment as 
special areas of concerns for hard security of Pakistan. As 
far as internal security is concerned, the NSP has 
mentioned terrorism, violent ethno-nationalism, 
extremism and organized crimes as serious threats. It has 
also offered policy prescription to tackle these threats 
through socio-economic empowerment of isolated 
communities and areas, application of rule of law, 
effective border management and pluralistic narrative to 
de-radicalize the extremist elements of society. 
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Important Terms 
National Security Policy 


Articulates Pakistan's national security vision, interests, and priorities 


while providing a detailed implementation framework. 
Comprehensive National Security 


A conception of security that recognises that traditional and non- 
traditional threats and opportunities together impinge on overall 
national security. Comprehensive national security forms the core of 


Pakistan's security vision going forward. 
National Security Framework 


Outlines the conceptual elements of Pakistan's vision for 


comprehensive national security. 
Vital National Security Interests 


Interests that are essential for the integrity and security of Pakistan. 
Critical Enabling Factors 


Factors that reinforce and support the fulfilment of vital national 


interests. 
Principles of Policy Implementation 


Overarching principles that reflect the state's general approach 
towards policy and guide the implementation of the National Security 
Policy. 


No matter how comprehensive the policy is, 
it is an undeniable reality that if the policy 
document does not see practical steps for its 
implementation, it remains an exercise in 
futility. So, given the administrative 
constraints that Pakistan suffers, NSP has 
come up with an implementation 
mechanism as well. Dr Yousaf, while giving 
an in-camera briefing to Senate Defence 
Committee, assured the participants that NSP has put in 
place an implementation arrangement that would 
ensure hiccup-free and smooth adoption of the policy by 
various ministries and departments. The policy calls for 
an annual review, or whenever a new government is 
formed, to ensure continuity and flexibility on national 
security issues. In addition, National Security 
Committee has taken ownership of the implementation. 
NSC is the highest decision-making body comprising PM, 
Federal Ministers for Foreign Affairs, Defence, 
Information and Broadcasting, Interior, Finance and 
Human Rights, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, all Services Chiefs, National Security 
Advisor, and senior civil and military officers. PM Imran 
Khan has also instructed National Security Division to 
update NSC every month regarding the implementation 
status of NSP, lacunas and hurdles and recommenda- 
tions toremove impediments. 

The adoption of NSP carries far-reaching consequences for 
Pakistan. It would be a grand national strategy that would 
be an umbrella document as an ultimate guiding source. It 
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is not the solution to specific issues, rather a vision that 
helps other departments and ministries to draft long-term 
sectoral strategies and policies and short-term 
operational plans. The overarching nature of the 
documents provides coherence to a diverse set of food, 
cyber, water, economic, defense, information, and internal 
security frameworks, thereby binding different elements 
of power for the furtherance of long-term objectives. NSP 
will help promote common understanding between 
Parliament and the executive branch, thereby protecting 
some core political, economic and strategic values. Dr 
Yousaf has even suggested that political parties can 
incorporate the Charter of Democracy and Charter of 
Economy into the document and help prevent persistent 
threats of derailment of democracy and _politically- 
expedient economic policies. Another advantage of NSP is 
that it would help bring consistency in the national 
policies for strategic sectors like economy, foreign policy, 
internal security management. The consistency would end 
unpredictability that raises its head with the democratic 
transition of every government and international financial 
institutions and foreign governments would be confident 
that the next government would not deviate from the 
trodden path. The resultant adherence to the 
same course of action for a considerable 
period would provide enough space for 
governments in power to execute NSP- 
directed programs of strategic importance 
without losing their political capital. 

The role of the military in the implementation 
of NSP is vital because it has huge stakes in 
i national security. In a tweet, DG ISPR has 
] termed the approval of NSP as an important 
milestone and a symbiotic relationship 
among different policies imperative for strengthening 
national security. DG ISPR tweeted: “#NSP is an important 
milestone in strengthening national security. The 
comprehensive framework recognizes interlinkages 
among various strands of national security, imperative to 
meet emerging challenges in evolving global environment 
through a whole of government effort. Pakistan Armed 
Forces will play their due part in achieving the vision laid 
out in the policy.” NSP is the product of joint civil-military 
effort and the pledged military support to the document 
that de-emphasizes decade-old state-centric conception 
of security is certainly a big development. It also reflects 
the profound transformation that is going on in the top 
decision-making process. Now that powers that be seem 
ready to extend full support to NSP, one can hope that this 
strategically important document would see its practical 
implementation in letter and spirit.g) 


The writer is a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and international 
affairs. 
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Despite frailties of international law at international level 
where it has not been able to maintain international 
peace and security in the wake of Russia-Ukraine 


he judgement is now not only being picked 

up by civil society, lawyers, justice sector 
practitioners, but also by police 
leadership as it is remarkable and has, 

after a long time, settled an issue that 

affected many criminal prosecutions that 

enhanced impunity of vested groups that 

hid behind religion, culture, customs and gaps of law 
__ in fulfilment of their own agenda. The judgement, 
_ which establishes the primacy of criminal law, has 
_ provided much-needed clarity on the issue of age of a 
~ minor girl in a criminal case. Earlier such cases were 
___ often framed in terms of family law and the aspects of 
criminal liability of an accused kidnapper were 
' _ confounded and conflated leading to acquittals and 
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episode, it is continuing to impact national law of 
Pakistan. In a latest case (titled as Mumtaz Bibi Case) that 
came up for hearing before Justice Babar Sattar of the 
Islamabad High Court, the international human rights law has been 
used to shape an important question of law that has frustrated many an 
attempt to protect and police rights of children, especially minor girls, in gender- 
based violence cases that take many shapes like child marriages, forced marriages, rapes (legalized as 
marriages) and habeas corpus litigation that have a girl's custody in question. 


Xx 


International Law Shaping Policing of 
Gender-Based Violence in Pakistan 


Kamran Adil 


cancellation of criminal cases. 

The judgement, it may be noted, emanated out of a 
plea of mother of a minor girl (aged 14 years and 2 
months old) who was seeking to meet her daughter 
who had reportedly married during her alleged 
kidnapping. The facts of the case show that a criminal 
case was registered at Police Station Golra, Islamabad 
alleging kidnapping of a minor girl. During the 
investigation, it transpired that the minor girl was 
married. The investigation followed the normal 
course. It noted the factum of marriage of the minor 
girl and without going into the circumstances of her 
consent and volition started treating a criminal act as 
a family law issue. Justice Babar Sattar did not allow 
this to happen and lodged the minor girl to a Dar-ul- 
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aman (state shelter house), He, after examining the 
different statutes and international law, declared that for 
application of criminal law, the age of majority shall be 
eighteen years. Based on this declaration, he granted the 
plea of the mother and handed over the custody of minor 
girl to her mother denying the accused benefit of age of 
victim and exposing the accused to 
criminal liability as required by law. 
Obviously, in doing so, he charted out a 
different approach in contradistinction 
to the run-of-the-mill adjudication. 

Conclusions of the judgement were as 
charitable as its reasoning. Brief 
snapshot of reasoning is presented 
here. Elucidating on the constitutional 
foundations of the rule of law (article 
4), the right to privacy and right to be 
treated with dignity (article 14), right to 
education for children (article 25-A) 
and principle of policy for protection of 
mothers and children (article 37), 
Justice Babar Sattar set the scene for 
exercise of the constitutional 
jurisdiction that is vested in High 
Courts for enforcement of fundamental 
rights. He neatly juxtaposed family law, 
contract law and criminal law alongside the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Children (UNCRC), 
the international human rights law on the subject, to show 
how different domains of national and international laws 
informed and supplied knowledge on the subject of age of 
a child. Stocktaking the case-law on family law related to 
validity of a child marriage, and how the Muslim Personal 
Law was invoked to divert the thrust of a criminal case 
from criminal liability to debate about validity of 
marriages, he held that criminal liability of an accused 
cannot be diminished in criminal cases. The primacy of 
criminal law that arms the state to use its legal power to 
protect children through policing was restored through 
the reasoning of the judgement. Re-establishing the 
province of criminal law, it found that there was abundant 
evidence in the form of statutory criminal and administra- 
tive law (the Majority Act, 1875, the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1929, the Protection of Women (Criminal 
Laws Amendment) Act, 2006, the Juvenile Justice System 
Act, 2018, the Islamabad Capital Territory Child 
Protection Act, 2018, the Zainab Alert, Recovery and 
Response Act, 2020, and the Criminal Law (Second 
Amendment) Act, 2016, the National Commission on the 
Rights of Child Act, 2017) that underlined the legislative 
and state intent to protect minor girls and children. The 
regime founded by international law through the UNCRC 
Was reproduced in the judgement and the relationship of 
international law and national law was woven together by 
applicable jurisprudence as developed by the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan. In addition, the relationship of civil and 
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criminal justice systems was also appraised. The 
judgement noted that in view of unequivocal legislation 
criminalizing child marriages, how a marriage contract 
with illegal object of child marriage can sustain in civil and 
family law. There is no doubt that the judgement is 
seminal in nature as it has highlighted the gaps in 
implementation of criminal law related 
to gender-based violence. It directed 
the Cabinet Division of the Federal 
Government to bring the matter into 
the notice of the Parliament. 

From the point of view of policing, 
prosecution, adjudication of gender- 
based violence cases, the judgement 
has brought to fore the question of 
criminality which was lost in the fog of 
debate of validity of marriages. Though 
the judgement has been rendered in 
Islamabad High Court, it is expected to 
excite other courts to take note of its 
intellectual prowess that has clearly 
pointed out legal and jurisprudential 
gaps in the criminal justice system of 
Pakistan. It has also set in motion the 
movement to look at international law 
more closely as international legal 
obligations are turning into reality with every passing day. 
From Pakistan's perspective, at least for the time being, 
the propensity to nationalize international laws is on the 
horizon. @ 


The author is an independent researcher 
and has done his BCL from the University of Oxford. Email: 
kamranadilpsp@gmail.com 
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uman progress and prosperity are 
underpinned by intrepid ideas. These ideas 
have their roots in the collective wisdom of 
nations exercised through democratically 
constituted institutions. For any nation to 
prosper, it is imperative that all citizens, 
irrespective of their gender, caste or creed 
be provided with equal opportunities for social and 
economic uplift. It is in this context that women's 
empowerment is a recognized global cornerstone of a 
nation's progress and prosperity. In order to provide 
women with an environment where they can get equal 
opportunities to realize their full potential, the 
government of Pakistan, on 8” of March 2022, came up 
with an energetic rejoinder to women's empowerment 
day. In a comprehensive policy approach, the 
government launched the first-ever National Gender 
Policy Framework, which exclusively talks of reforms 
and inserting in a mechanism to buoy potential of the 
fairer sex in all walks of life. The focus of the 
Framework is on promoting engagement of women in 
decision-making and instituting gender 
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On the eve of International Women’s D 
Ministry of Planning and Development launched tt 
National Gender Policy framework that aimec 
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providing a structured mechanism with defined 


objectives for improving the lives of women and 
providing them with equal oppertunities to excelin 
a professional sphere. The framework has been put 
in place in pursuance of a strong commitment to 
ensuring equal rights for women across the country. 
The framework has been developed in active 
coordination with the Ministry of Human Rights and 
all key institutions, while engaging federal and 
provincial stakeholders, development partners, 
sectoral and subject experts, meaningfully 
engaging the youth, and deliberating on the 
strategic priorities for bridging the gender gapin 
education, employment and making workplaces 
conducive for women across the country: 
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transformative structures. prioritize reducing the prevailing gender inequality. 
Why this framework Women's participation in society and their empowerment 


Women constitute 48.4 percent of Pakistan's population. 
As a UN member state, Pakistan is signatory to the 2030 
Agenda - the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
and targets and indicators under each goal. Pakistan 
stands among one of the first countries to formally 
endorse the 2030 Agenda, through a unanimous 
parliamentary resolution. The 2030 Agenda, known as 
SDGs, recognizes the importance of empowering women; 
the relevant Goal 5 is to “Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls”. The targets for this goal 
aspire to end all forms of discrimination, eliminate 
violence against women and girls in all its manifestations, 
ensure health and reproductive rights, ensure political, 
social and economic participation of women. Targets 5.4, 
5a and 5b are of particular importance for enabling 
women's economic empowerment as they relate to 
acknowledging the value of unpaid care work and 
domestic work, encourage women's access to land and 
physical assets and information and communication 
technology. Pakistan is also committed to CEDAW, the 
Beijing Platform for Action, ILO conventions and Child 
Rights Conventions, all directed to ensure women's 
rightful place in the society. In the past years, there has 
been notable progress, attributable to more deliberate 
investments in improving the lives and well-being of girls 
and women. 

Despite these endorsements and commitments, globally 
Pakistan has been in the bottom four countries on gender 
development indices for over quite a few years now. 
Understandably gender ae 
development has been highlighted 
as a priority agenda by both the 
Honorable President and the 
Prime Minister of Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan. 

Rationale 

While Pakistan's entire population 
of 229 million needs to be 
mobilized and provided 
opportunities to make the country 
robust, dynamic and progressive, 
there is a pressing need to 


as equal citizens is crucial for sustainable development in 
the country. 
Objectives 
Based on the extensive nation-wide consultations held 
between March and August 2021, the categorization of 
global gender development indices and _ priorities 
highlighted by experts for gender development, a total of 
six primary objectives have been identified, as detailed 
below. 
Objective 1: Governance 
Establish gender-transformative governance structures, 
lead gender-equal institutional transformation, 
strengthen the government's capacity to mainstream 
gender in its policies and programs, and ensure 
institutionalization of gender equality principles in the 
government priorities and action plans. 

e Promote gender-responsive data analysis, planning, 
programming, budgeting and monitoring across all 
programs and all ministries 

e Advocate for accountability at highest levels 

e Promote gender-responsive leadership 

e Standardize, collate and harmonize collection of data 
on gender development 

e Convene holistic multi-sectoral partnerships 

e Stimulate evidence guided gender mainstreaming 
initiatives 

Objective 2: Equality and Quality in Education 

Create enabling environments for women and girls to 

learn and become equipped with employable and high- 

income generating skills. 

° Deter drop-out and 
accelerate enrollment of OOS 
children with particular focus 
on girl students 

e Advance digital skills and 
employability for girls 

° Incentivize and support 
higher qualification pathways 
with focus on female youth 


e Institutionalize gender- 
transformative education 
° Provide career counselling 
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and guidance 

e Generate employability skills to ensure financial 
inclusion 

Objective 3: Employment & Economic Empowerment 

Promote equitable access to work opportunities with 

conducive workplaces, enabling enterprising 

environment and necessary business skills. 

e Provide relevant employment opportunities by 
matching skilled female applicants to employers who 
are scaling up 

e Provide local working experiences to near-graduating 
female students to equip them with sectoral 
experience and sensitize around employable/ 
growing skills 

e Create entrepreneurship opportunities for females 
by enhancing local capacities and generating 
synergies across the ecosystem 

e Tackle gender stereotypes in the workplace to 
promote female-friendly policies 

e Encourage workspace progression of women through 
adequate representation and public commitments 

e Ensure workplace readiness with affirmative actions 
including provision of assistance to aspirant women 
workers and entrepreneur and enterprise support 

e Mandating access to Fundamental Principles and 
Rights at Work (FPRW). 

Objective 4: Agency, Political Participation and 

Meaningful Engagement 

Creating avenues for and advance female leadership, 

mentorship and engagement to meaningfully integrate 

their voices in program design and policy decisions. 

e Accelerate female voter registration to ensure female 
political participation 

e Facilitate women's access to micro-finance 
institutions and promote financial inclusion 

e Advance mentorship and leadership for females in 
enterprise development and entrepreneurship 

e Address harmful social norms and attitudes through 
advocacy activities and engaging men and boys (work 
with social influencers and mobilizers, including 
youth, men, community, religious leaders, men 
parliamentarians) for gender equality 

e Create safe public and digital spaces for women to 
encourage dialogue and sharing of views and 
opinions on social, political and economic issues 

e Eliminate violence and harassment at the 
workplace. 

Objective 5: Health and Well-being 

Integrate gender-sensitive health elements in 

cross-cutting services, including health. 

e Contextualize available health services for 
females 

e Integrate personal health and reproductive 
health in formal education streams 

e Protect and promote female mental health 

e Strive for gender equality in health leadership 


164 | All in One - Book XIV 


e Provide hygiene and sanitation facilities jp 
educational institutions, workplaces and markets 

¢ Implement Occupation Safety and Health (OSH) at the 
Workplace (Convention C 176 of ILO) 

Objective 6: Safety & Security 

End gender-based violence and mainstream gender 

protection across systems, policies, processes and 


programs. 

e Provide gender conducive work environments for 
women to operate in 

e Ensure women's vulnerability is addressed in climate 
policies and programs 


e Integrate gender protection and support across the 
system, including law-manifesting entities 

e Raise awareness On women protection, 
discrimination, GBV and gender-equitable 
masculinities 

e Enhance access to justice for women and less 
privileged/marginalized gender groups through 
establishing gender-responsive infrastructure. 

e Promote women's active role in initiatives to promote 
peace and social cohesion in erstwhile conflict. 

¢ Strengthen institutional compliance with laws to 
counter harassment at workplaces and cyber spaces 
in the government offices and ministries. 

Analysis 

The initiative on the part of the Ministry of Planning and 

Development is laudable as it generates hope for more 

and more women's participation, along with equal 

opportunities to excel, in whatever sphere of life they wish 

to focus on. This, incidentally, is a departure from 

conventionalism that had hampered progress and growth 

along lines of sexismin the society. 

This cohesive approach is appreciated and will go a long 

way in enabling women to charter through the rough route 

of progression by inevitably overcoming the inherent 

odds that are there in our patriarchal society. 

The need of the hour is of approach while pools of 

potential are gathered. The first and foremost need is to 

ensure education to women. A good mother is a great 

nation-builder, and this is how progressive societies have 

evolved. Likewise, uplifting women from backward areas, 

making them realise their rights in societal spheres and 

freeing them from the fear of otherness is the way to go. 

Time to amplify the woman's voice! B) 

Nida is an LLB student. 


eventy-five years of Pakistan's independ- 
ence has been like a tumultuous journey for 
the Pakistani nation. But, hardly any sane 
person would deny that even today we are 
facing acute crises in almost all domains of 
life. Alas, on this auspicious occasion, 
instead of joy and happiness, economic 

decline, marred image in the international community, 

diplomatic setbacks, abysmally low literacy rates, 

persistent low rankings in all indices - from rule of law 

to gender equality, from corruption to justice - soaring 
unemployment and numerous social ills are still 
_ haunting us. From water crisis and population 
to miserable education and health situation, 
Mn problems gripping the country since its 
> have largely remained unresolved. No 
y De kiase. the shadows of the 
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It is despite the fact that 75 years is a long period for 
any state to flourish and learn to live with dignity in the 
world and there are many examples of other countries 
that had gained independence around the year of 
Pakistan's independence - China and Germany, the 
two countries that have reached the height of the 
extremes of development from the ground, are at the 
top of the list. But, dark clouds of depression and 
dejection are hovering over our heads. 

Pakistan appeared on the global map in the post-World 
War II uncertainty in which the pre-World War order 
was decimated and new alignments and realities Dai, : 
emerging. The shameful and hasty flight of British — 
colonial administration from he Indi bai bcontinent — 
created instability and unce: y ve birth 10 0 
conflicts that are still pers 1 Indi " 
Pakistan in which the. ‘ashm: 
Governor-General, — 


A tale of hope, Courage and confidence 


On 14th of August, Pakistan is going fo celebrate the 75 years ofits 
Independence with great zeal and fervor. On this day, we will see the 
Pakistan flag In the hands of children, atop homes and along the 
roads all around the country, However, this is also the time when we 
ask ourselves what independence means to us and why even after 
seventy-five years of its existence, Pakistan is mired in multifarious 


crises. 
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Partition Plan secret. He allegedly tempered it and 
revealed it after the declaration of independence of India 
and Pakistan which resulted in a mass exodus, violence 
and ethnic cleansing, more than a million died and at least 
two million people were displaced. Indian leadership 
openly stated that Pakistan is unviable and would soon 
rejoin India. Furthermore, India refused to release 
Pakistan's allocated assets and liabilities of British India. 
On the Western side, Afghanistan refused to accept the 
decision of the people of the NWFP to join Pakistan and 
claimed that with the lapse of the paramountcy of the 
Crown, all agreements with British India would stand null 
and void. Kabul refused to accept the Durand Line as an 
international border between Pakistan and Afghanistan; 
claimed Pakistani territory till Attock (a city located in the 
north of Pakistan's Punjab province) and opposed 
Pakistan's membership at the United Nations. Internally, 
Pakistan had ideological and ethnic differences. All these 
external and internal factors complicated the nation- 
building project in Pakistan. 

That is-why the dreams of the country's founding 
fathers are yet to be fulfilled as numerous 
challenges are still facing the people of this 
country: high inflation, an unstable 
economy, and a lack of political accord 
on any issue. With hardly 60 percent 
literacy rate in the country after 75 
years of Independence, most parents 
themselves lack education, resulting 
in a vicious cycle of perpetual poor 
educational performance. Abuse and 
misuse of power is rampant as even 
after 75 years of independence, the 
influential people believe in using their 
power to colonise the minds of the masses 
and hence, gain control over their minds and 
bodies. 

However, here we must understand that Pakistan's history 
is replete with moments of internal and external crises 
and conflicts. No sooner did the country come into being 
as the world's largest Muslim state, it faced an unjust 
distribution of resources and did not get its due share as 
per the Partition Plan. Similarly, the Boundary Commis- 
sion, headed by Sir Cyril Radcliffe, failed to do justice and 
succumbed to the pressure of Indian leaders and hence, 
wrongfully awarded the district of Gurdaspur to India 
instead of Pakistan. This particular award gave direct 
access to the Indian military into Jammu and Kashmir and 
gave an upper hand to India over Pakistan when the two 
nations went to war over the territory. The people of now 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
were denied the right to self-determination by India 
despite numerous United Nations Security Council 
resolutions, and the dispute remains on the UN agenda 
even after 75 years. 

While the Kashmir conundrum continues, Siachen and Sir 
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Creek disputes have also not been resolved between the 
arch-rivals. 
Pakistan's economy is highly vulnerable to internationa) 
shocks due to ever-widening external debts, and its 
dependence on foreign assistance to manage the balance 
of payments. Unfortunately, lack of emphasis on 
indigenisation and low priority given to industrialisation 
in the last three decades have led to heavy dependence on 
imported goods and services, which has caused serious 
current account deficit to as high as $1.425 billion - 2,2 
times higher than the deficit of $640 million recorded in 
May 2021. 
Moreover, in spite of being an agricultural country having 
abundance of land, water, favourable climate and an 
extremely hard-working rural population, Pakistan has 
failed to become a major exporter of value-added 
agricultural produce. Rather, it occasionally needs to 
import wheat, sugar and cotton to meet the local demand. 
The four-decade-long wars and conflicts in Afghanistan 
have also had a toll on Pakistan's economy and security, 
both internally and externally. Pakistan remained a 
prime target of the Soviet Union during the 1980s 
when it was supporting the Afghan struggle 
against Soviet occupation, whereas it 
became a target of non-state actors 
during US-NATO War on Terror in the 
post-9/11 environment. Pakistan has 
suffered immensely on account of the 
socio-cultural and ideological aspects, 
urban development, civic facilities 
due to the exodus of refugees, and 
guns and drugs inflow along with 
them. Therefore, it is no surprise that 
Pakistan is leading the call for 
sustainable peace and development in 
Afghanistan now that the US and NATO forces 
have left the war-ravaged country. 
While Pakistan may have become a nuclear weapon state, 
it has fared very poorly in the Human Development Index 
(HDI). It ranks at the bottom of nearly all major 
parameters of HDI, as well as on the Corruption 
Perceptions Index (CPI), judiciary performance, passport 
ratings, and travel safety standards. This means that a lot 
needs to be done to convert our resilience into substantial 
development of our human resource which is extremely 
hard working and enterprising. 
In spite of these facts, it is also a glaring reality that the 
Pakistani nation has shown resilience in all crises and 
conflicts over the last 75 years of its existence. nothing 
illustrates the resilience of the Pakistani nation more than 
the East Pakistan debacle. Once East Pakistan parted ways, 
several regional and international circles voiced serious 
concerns about the future of the state of Pakistan. 
However, Pakistan not only came out of this stronger, but 
a also emerged as a leader of the Muslim world when it 
hosted the Second Islamic Summit Conference held in 
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Lahore from February 22-24, 1974. During the 1970s, 
Pakistan initiated its nuclear weapons program and 
proclaimed a new constitution in 1973. The Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan and the recent war against terror 
are the testaments of the resilience of the Pakistani 
nation. Pakistan suffered losses both in men and material 
more than all other countries put together and faced 
suicide bombing and massacre of innocent children like 
the APS attack. It is the only country to have won the war 
against terror. How the Pakistani nation responds to 
national calamities such as floods and earthquakes are 
other examples of its resilience as a nation. 

History testifies that each time we have faced a pivotal 
economic crisis, along with its horrific political and 
security ramifications, we have not only muddled through 
successfully but also came out stronger as a nation. 
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All we need is to set the priorities right and that can be 
done by carrying out a dispassionate appraisal of the 
seven-plus decades and set pragmatic targets for the next 
25 years. I have no doubt that given the right vision and 
leadership, this nation will rise to its true potential much 
sooner than anticipated. 

As a nation that has a very young population, we can 
indeed dare to dream of a much better future. Pakistan 
stands on the soil of one of the oldest civilisations in the 
world. Seventy-four years may seem like a lot to us but for 
history it is the mere blink of an eye. Pakistan has survived 
in the face of impossible odds. Now it must decide that 
survival alone is not enough. The next 74-75 years should 
bea time for this country we all love so much to thrive. 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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‘breakthrough for CPEC Phase ll”. 


It is to be noted that for initiating the 
industrialization phase of the CPEC, both China 
and Pakistan had initiated work in 2016 by 
9 establishing the CPEC Joint Working Group 
(JWG) on industrial cooperation, which was 
followed by the signing of amemorandum of understand- 
ing (MoU) in 2018. CPEC phase II will be much broader in 
scope as it will involve multi-billion dollar investments in 
Pakistan. It focuses on relocation of industries, 
agriculture sector modernization, cooperation in science 
and technology, job creation and socioeconomic well- 
being of people. 
The first phase of the CPEC mainly consisted of projects 
like roads and energy that required the leading role of 
the government while the second phase requires a 
complete change in management and roles of actors. 
This phase calls for the enhanced role of industrialists, 
the private sector, and the business community, while 
the government's role would only be that of a facilitator - 
by devising effective policies, laws and efficient 
infrastructure, to facilitate business-to-business and 
people-to-people linkages. 
It is worth mentioning that significant progress has been 
achieved on special economic zones (SEZs) development, 
wherein four CPEC SEZs, Rashakai in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Dhabeji in Sindh, M-3 Allama Iqbal in 
Punjab, and Bostan in Balochistan are now in the 
advanced stage of development and being prioritized on 
early completion. The geographical proximity between 
China and Pakistan will allow these SEZs to foster 
economic interdependence for mutual economic 
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The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has witnessed a quantum leap with the recent signing of the long-awaited Framework 
Agreement on Industrial Cooperation under CPEC, during Prime Minister Imran Khan's February visit to China. The agreement, which will 
augment the process of business-to-business collaboration and match-making, besides paving the way for industrial relocation from 
China and export-led growth with numerous direct/indirect benefits to the economy, is being seen as a vital step towards operationalising 
the second phase of CPEC. In the words of Abdul Razak Dawood, PM's aide on Commerce and Investment, the signing of the deal “is a 


Hassaan Bin Zubair 


advantage. The framework agreement focuses on 
enhancing the country's industrial competitiveness, 
technology transfer, relocation of Chinese 
businesses, skill development, and labour 
productivity. The accord is envisaged 

to enhance business-to-business 

and project-to-project ties, 
balance and modernize 
existing industry, expedite £ 
SEZs development and # 
promotion, seek technical 


and financial assistance 
from China, increase 
production capacity and 
facilitate businesses bo 


with the support of A 
financial institutions ‘: 
from both sides. 

The CPEC Phase II aims PA) 
to re-industrialize oN a 
Pakistan. In phase II, new a 
industries will be set up in 

twelve SEZs. This re- 

industrialization will boost 

economic activity and bring 

prosperity, The resultant wealth- 

creation and job-creation will not 

only improve GDP per capita but will 

also improve the tax collection that will 

help in the provision of basic services. The 
country can make most of the CPEC II by taking 
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steps in governance, education, and the energy sector. 

The second phase of CPEC will improve regional 
connectivity. Under CPEC Il, ports will be upgraded to 
handle more shipments. Gwadar will get 120 berths as 
compared to the current 3 berths at Gwadar and 33 berths 
present at Karachi Port. This is an expansion without 
precedent and parallel in the region. Like Gwadar, Karachi 
Port will also be modernized. A port at Keti Bandar in 
District Sujawal, Sindh, has also been proposed. These 
ports will provide China with an alternate route to the 
highly-contested Strait of Malacca. Pakistan's 
sophisticated motorway infrastructure will be connected 
to Central Asia, Afghanistan and Iran. Railway lines to link 
Pakistan with these regions are also under study. The 
energy corridor under CPEC II will help resolve the energy 
crisis of Pakistan. Iran and countries in Central Asia have 
energy resources in abundance. A series of energy 
projects such as gas pipelines can be initiated. Some 
projects that are on the back burner such as Central Asia 
South Asia (CASA 1000), Turkmenistan-Afghanistan- 
Pakistan-India Pipeline (TAPI), and Pak-Iran Gas Pipeline 
will be revived. These projects will not only resolve energy 
issues for industrial sector but also for domestic users. 
Industrial and business activity will drive wealth-creation 
and employment. This, in turn, will be beneficial for the 
budget. Tax collection will soar up. The government 
would be able to spend funds on the development and 
provision of basic services for the citizens. More 


money could be spent on health, education 


and the environment. 
Spending on development will drive 
more economic activity as CPEC I 
promises to bring long-soughi 
prosperity to Pakistan. 
However, a few things have to 
be done to make the most of 
this opportunity. 
Agriculture and livestock 
) are under the radar of 
CPEC II. Investments are 
being sought from 
China in this sector. 
Chinese investors will 
not only bring capital 
but also technology that 
will boost the productiv- 
ity of the sector. It is 
aimed that livestock 
productivity will be doubled 
and the country will be able 
to export meat, milk and skins 
to other countries. Focus on 
agriculture will ensure food 
security for the people of this country. 
Pakistan can amplify the benefits of CPEC 
Il by taking the following steps. It must resolve 
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the energy crisis as soon as possible. High tariffs and 
shortages in summers can hinder industrial production. It 
needs to direct investments towards indigenous coal while 
making it environment-friendly using liquefaction 
technology. The country has introduced its energy policy 
that aims to shift 30 percent of the fuel mix to renewables 
by 2030. To achieve this target, the government must 
remodel the CPEC as China-Pakistan Green Economic 
Corridor. This will help focus the attention on building 
green areas, relying on renewables, and minimizing carbon 
footprint in CPEC projects. Businesses must be facilitated. 
There should be one-window, online operation for the 
approval of all these services. The payment of the 
registration should be online. Pakistan currently stands at 
108th in the Ease of Doing Business Index. With these 
measures, the country can position itself well. 

To maximize the potential benefits of CPEC Phase II, 
Pakistan needs to improve upon the three prerequisites, 
in all; of which it is currently underperforming. First, 
Pakistan needs to invest in development institutions that 
require restructuring to improve legal frameworks, 
implement rule of law and ensure political stability. 
Political stability would be critical to the success of any 
developmental project and accountability process. While 
political instability undermines growth processes, it 
creates investment uncertainties, discourages 
international investors and de-motivates tourists. The 
government is making concentrated efforts to implement 
reforms and positive impacts on the ease of doing 
business, where there is some good news. However, these 
reforms may not produce the desired results until we have 
a stable political environment to promote government 
effectiveness. Second, the development of local road and 
transport systems should be part of the CPEC agenda. 
Without creating local connectivity, the roads and SEZs 
may not produce the desired economic growth and 
employment. Provincial governments should actively plan 
and develop local roads and transportation networks. 
Third, the development of human capital through formal 
education and technical training should be streamlined, 
especially in deprived districts. The government should 
design area-specific training courses to cater to local 
needs. For this purpose, an assessment study can be 
conducted to understand local needs and business 
opportunities. Despite having a basic education, we lack 
the professionalism to provide services efficiently. 
Therefore, in addition to the amount of education, it is 
necessary to focus the quality of education to produce 
professionals in all sectors. Without the implementation 
of an integrated institutional framework, establishment 
of a local road and transport network, or developing area- 
specific human capital, the fruits of Phase Il of CPEC may 
never materialize. 


The writer is a PhD scholar (English Literature). He can 
be reached at hbz77@yahoo.com 
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Direct taxation theories support taxation for 
redistribution of income from high-income 
earners to low-income earners so as to reduce 
income inequalities and to ensure equity that 
is essential to promote societal welfare, the 
ultimate objective of a state. 

In recent decades, taxes have largely been used to reduce 
fiscal imbalances by collecting maximum tax revenue to 
narrow down the gap between public revenues and public 
expenditures so as to reduce reliance on domestic and 
foreign debts because too large debt-to-GDP ratios have a 
deleterious impact on long-term growth. Arguably, the 
negative growth effect of high debt may start from levels 
of 70%-80% of GDP. Private saving, public investment, 
total factor productivity and sovereign long-term nominal 
and real interest rates are the channels through which 
public debt impacts the economic growth rate. 

In spite of huge significance of tax revenues, developing 
countries like Pakistan are struggling to optimize 
revenues from taxes due to tax evasion and avoidance by 
foreign and domestic entities. 

Tax evasion is perceptible from the fact that an 
overwhelming number of potential taxpayers are out of 
the net of direct taxes and many existing taxpayers are 
involved in the concealment of income, expenditures and 
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investments and are, thus, escaping taxation. Many 
taxpayers involve in tax avoidance by misinterpreting anq 
manipulating provisions of tax statutes. A number of 
taxpayers have sought stay orders from courts against tax 
payment, contesting certain provisions of tax statutes and 
hence are successful in delaying payment of due tax. 

The tax authorities do not have enough resources to dea] 
with each and every case to prevent tax evasion and 
avoidance. Nonetheless, the involvement of certain 
persons within the working strength of the Federal Board 
of Revenue (FBR) in facilitating certain taxpayers to 
evade and avoid taxes for ulterior motives or otherwise 
may not be completely ruled out. The rules for public 
office-holders require to be made vibrant and robust to 
plug the loopholes. 

Tax evasion and avoidance also vary from sector to sector. 
The extent of tax evasion and avoidance seems to be 
higher in sectors that are more undocumented and, 
therefore, hard to tax. The real estate sector is one such 
sector so much so the tax authorities prescribed valuation 
rates of immoveable properties in major cities to 
overcome the problem of tax evasion and avoidance 
through undervaluation of immovable properties. 

Tax amnesties offered by the governments from time to 
time to enable potential taxpayers to declare their tax- 


FORGR OWT 


689 CamScanner 


evaded money by paying nominal tax provide an 
illustration of the extent of tax evasion and 
avoidance within the country. The introduction 
of tax amnesties also provides evidence 
regarding the lack of resources and incapacity 
of the tax authorities to deal with tax evasion 
and avoidance, though different logic and 
rationale are being cited for offering tax 
amnesties. 

Tax amnesties are offered to facilitate 
potential and existing taxpayers to declare 
black and/or untaxed money. The motive 
behind this may be to enhance the tax base 
for future taxation, to increase the level of 
investment and to promote industrializa- 
tion by persuading people holding illegal 
money to invest that in the economy, 
among others. The ultimate goal is to boost 
economic growth by encouraging consumption, 
investment and expenditures. 

The PTI government announced its first amnesty scheme 
on April 18, 2018, under the Foreign Assets (Declaration 
and Repatriation) Ordinance, 2018, to raise additional tax 
revenue in a time of widening fiscal deficits, to promote 
documentation of the economy in a time of low tax 
compliance, to boost foreign exchange reserves to 
overcome the problem of dwindling forex reserves and to 
improve the balance of payments in amidst ballooning 
current account deficits. However, such black and/or 
untaxed money was subjected to payment of nominal tax. 
The second tax amnesty of the PTI government was 
declared on April 17, 2020, through the promulgation of 
the Tax Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, io offer an 
incentive package for the revival of the construction 
industry and for creating jobs. To encourage 


investment in the construction sector, the 7 

tax authorities were not allowed to ask the | fi. 
taxpayers regarding sources of capital ‘ 
investments either in money or land. Yay. 


The most recent tax amnesty was launched 
by the PTI government on March 3, 2022, 
under the Income Tax (Amendment) 


a 
Ordinance, 2022, for promoting growth by I, | ( T\ 4 
encouraging taxpayers to invest black .'. ! é 


and/or untaxed money in setting up new 

industrial units. The tax authorities will not ask the source 
of funds to be utilized for setting up the new industrial 
undertakings. However, 5% tax shall be levied on such 
back and/or untaxed money, 

Apart from the above-stated tax amnesties, the tax statute 
governing the direct taxation provides for massive 
incentives in the form of tax credits, tax exemptions and 
tax concessions to different classes of persons to add an 
impetus to the economic activity of different sectors, 
including the energy sector so as to generate employment 
and boost economic growth. 
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Why amnesties are bad? 


Itis a generally accepted rule for equitable taxation that an amnesty is a form of distortion that 
incentivises tax-evaders and discourages honest taxpayers. The IMF, the World Bank, and all 
other multilateral institutions never lent such schemes any support but Pakistan is such a 
unique jurisdiction that the ruling elites never run short of elaborate pretexts to justify these tax 
breaks. Since 1947, successive governments in the country have offered around 16 tax amnesty 
schemes of which three were launched by the PTI-led government alone. Every time, it was 
declared that this will be the last tax amnesty. Needless to say, that has not happened. 

Although tax authorities of the country opposed the amnesty scheme, they were made to bow to 
the political lords. The last Tax Reform Commission (TRC) constituted during the PML-N-led 
regime had recommended that all tax amnesty schemes be done away with since they end up 

encouraging tax evasion and illegitimate avoidance. Likewise, all fixed tax regimes should be 
abolished as these are against the spirit of Value Added Tax (VAT) law and justice. All such 
sectors/goods should be brought under the uniform tax regime. Similarly, deemed value addition 
mechanism for commercial importers should also be abolished was also one of the recommendations. 
Itis unfortunate that every tax amnesty scheme has proved that honest taxpayers are plain foolish for 
paying their taxes by the book. There's an almost bulletproof honour among these elite tax evaders who 
deny the country billions in revenues. While these Comrades-in-corruption thrive, the country barely 
survives. Be it political or dictatorial, almost every regime fell flat on its face while trying to tackle our 
undocumented economy = undoubtedly for lack of political will. This is why governments 

never bothered to grant autonomy to the FBR and continued trying to stem the 


bleeding from the jugular with band-aid solutions. Whitened money cannot be 
diverted into real productive sectors without undertaking real structural 
reforms and reducing the cost of doing business. With the 
existing structure in place, it's hard to eam in the real 
sector, but a lot easier to rake in lofty profits in real 
estate. To change this for good will require 
clearing bureaucratic hurdles, 
simplifying procedures, and 
fationalising tax 

rales. 


The 
impact 
of the 
aforementioned 
taxation policies on 
economic growth is not as 
perceptible and visible as desired as the 
gross domestic product (GDP) contracted from 

5.53% in 2018 to 2.08% in 2019 and further to -0.47% 
in 2020. Nonetheless, significant contraction in GDP could 
be attributed to other factors such as Covid-19 pandemic 
and understandably could not be accredited to the 
aforementioned policy alone. 

Since economic growth significantly declined in the years 
following 2018, the unemployment rate 
increased from 3.98% in 2019 to 4.65% in 
2020 - a 0.67% increase. Nonetheless, there 
} has been a considerable reduction in per- 
capita income from $1482 in 2018 to $1288 
in 2019 and further to $1188 in 2020. 

Tax revenue sacrificed by the government 
during 2020 due to allowances, tax credits, 
exemptions and other tax concessions was 
Rs.36 billion, Rs.104 billion, Rs.212 billion 
and Rs.26 billion, respectively. 

Needless to mention that scarcity of revenue is one of the 
major impediments to accelerating economic growth and 
ensuring an adequate supply of public services. Less-than- 
potential tax collection is a recognized factor for 
amassing public debt which causes further pressure on 
the national exchequer, @) : 


The author is serving as Additional Commissioner Inland 
Revenue at Federal Board of Revenue, Pakistan. He can 
be contacted at bilal.hassan@fbr.gov.pk 
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he federal and Balochistan 
governments and two 
international firms — 
Antofagasta PLC and 
Barrick Gold Corporation — 
have reached an agreement 
in principle on a framework 
to reconstitute the development 
project at Reko Diq which is one of the 
largest undeveloped copper and gold 
deposits globally, capable of producing 
200,000 tons of copper and 250,000 
ounces of golda year for more than half 
a century. The historic development 
came on March 20 when the federal 
government, the Balochistan 
government, and Barrick Gold 
Corporation of Canada signed the 
agreement after successfully resolving 
the longstanding dispute with the 
Tethyan Copper Company (TCC). Under 
the out-of-court deal, an $11 billion 
penalty, slapped against Pakistan by a 
World Bank arbitration court, and other 
liabilities will be waived and Barrick 
and its partners will invest $10 billion 
in the project, including one billion 
dollars to be invested in social uplift 
projects such as roads, schools, 
hospitals and creation of technical 
training institute for mining. The 


In what can be termed a great 
victory of now-former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the 
Government of Pakistan 
awarded, on March 20, the 
contract for the development 
of Reko Dig project to a 
Canadian company Barrick 
Gold - the world's second 
biggest precious metals 
company. This is a dual 
success as the deal has not 
only saved Pakistan from $11 
billion penalty — imposed on 
the country on July 17, 2019, 
by a World Bank's tribunal of 
the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID) —but also 
reconstitutes the project with a 
$10 billion investment.” 
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investment shall create over 8,000 ney 
jobs and will make Balochistan the 
largest recipient of foreign direc 
investment in Pakistan. 

What Ils Reko Diq? 

Located in the Chagai district of 
Balochistan, Reko Diq hosts one of the 
world's largest undeveloped copper 
and gold deposits. It has estimate 
resources of 12.3 million tonnes of 
copper and 20.9 million ounces of gold, 
A total of 14 mineralised porphyry 
bodies have additionally been 
discovered, making Reko Dig one of the 
world's significant undeveloped 
copper prospects. 

How did we get here? 

To understand why we are 30 years 
behind schedule we have to turn back 
the clock. The history of Reko Diq has 
been turbulent to say the least, since its 
discovery in the 90's, it has been mired 
in controversy. These delays can partly 
be attributed to the remote and rugged 
location of these minerals in the remote 
hills of Chagai wedged between the 
borders of Afghanistan to the North 
and the Iranian border to the South. 
The main reasons that has caused these 
colossal delays is a combination of 
facts that are nobody's fault but our 
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own for the most part. Firstly, as is apparent and indicated 
py the fact that Pakistan globally is ranked among the 
Jowest on Corruption Perception Index, which means 
most of us believe that the people in power are corrupt in 
some Way or another. It's not hard to look up examples of 
this either, this is one of the reasons that greatly concerns 
jnternational investors. 

After signing an agreement with Balochistan's then- 
caretaker administration, led by chief minister Naseer 
Mengal, the resources were initially discovered in 1993 by 
the Australian corporation, BHP Billiton. The 'Chagai Hills 
Exploration Joint Venture Agreement’ (CHEJVA) gave BHP 
a 75 percent stake in the venture, while the government 
got a 25 percent share on a joint-investment basis with a 2 
percent royalty. 

In 1996, the Joint Venture received ten Prospecting 
Licences (PLs) for a total area of 1000 square kilometres. 
Up until 1999, BHP conducted reconnaissance and 
extensive studies in these ‘ 
areas, reporting substantial 
quantities of copper, gold 
and other metals at Reko 
Dig. The Joint Venture then 
surrendered eight PLs while 
keeping two PLs from Reko 

Diq. | 
To get a better picture of | — 
what the situation was, we | 
need to understand what {= 
was happening in Pakistan 
and the region at that time. 
To put it bluntly, at the 
time, the military and 
political establishment was 
at each other's throats. 
These uncertainties were a 
cause of concern for all 
international businessmen 
as there was no way to be 
sure of what can happen. 
Pakistan's nuclear ambitions during the 90s were at their 
peak, pressured by the Indian tests in the 70's. Pakistan 
focused on going nuclear to maintain deterrence towards 
its Eastern front with India. This brought with it sanctions 
and condemnations from the US and other global powers, 
this had a huge impact on the overall economic position of 
Pakistan during that period. 

BHP stopped exploratory activities in April 2000 around 
a year after Pakistan's nuclear tests. The operations 
were then transferred to Mincor Resources, an 
Australian business. The company didn't make any 
progress up till 2006. Mincor was purchased by TCC in 
the same year (2006), which is a subsidiary of a joint 
venture between Barrick Gold, based in Canada, and 
Antofagasta, based in Chile. 

In the same year (2006), former MNA of Jammat-e-Islami 
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Maulana Abdul Haq Baloch challenged the legality of 
CHEJVA in the Balochistan High Court. He claimed that 
CHEJVA was carried out in violation of applicable 
Pakistani laws, that the parties failed to properly register 
the agreement, and that the Balochistan government 
unlawfully loosened local legislation in order to carry it 
out. The high court, on the other hand, overruled the case 
and declared CHEJVA to be lawful. 

It took the government 11 years to realise that something 
was amiss with the CHEJVA that raised questions 
regarding its legality. It is highly unlikely that the issue 
was raised because our politicians “cared” about the 
adverse effect such a deal would have on the people of 
Balochistan. 

In 2006, Pakistan ranked 142nd out of the 163 countries 
as per data analysed by Transparency international. To 
put that into perspective our Corruption Perception Index 
score was comparable to the likes of Sierra Leone and 


Republic of Congo. 

The TCC performed a bankable feasibility assessment in 
2010 that laid the groundwork for excavation and 
construction at Reko Dig. The TCC feasibility study 
estimated that 12.3 million tons of pure copper and 20.9 
million ounces of pure gold would be extracted during a 
56-year timeframe. 

Roughly 2.2 billion tonnes of the minerals are 
commercially extractable out of a total of 5.9 billion 
tonnes. The Reko Diq mines are said to cover an area of 
13,000 square tilometres. 

The petitioners, dissatisfied by the Balochistan High Court's 
orders in 2007, filed petitions with the Supreme Court, 
challenging the licences granted to TCC on the grounds of 
lack of fairness, non-transparency, violations of laws, and 
concerns to Balochistan's and Pakistan's vital interests. 

In a detailed order issued in 2011, the Supreme Court's 
three-member bench, led by Chief Justice Iftikhar 
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Muhammad Chaudhary, held that the 1993 agreement 
was contrary to law and public policy, and that the 
agreement, as well as the consequent adjustments made 
to it, were yoid. 

By the time the provincial government suddenly declined 
to award them the mining lease, an investment of more 
than $220 million (Rs35 billion) had already been made, 
according to TCC. Before any mining project is carried out, 
there are a lot of studies and surveys involved. This part of 
the project is extremely important to conclude whether 
the minerals are present or not and if it is economically 
possible to extract said minerals. 

TCC claimed that it had done all necessary to earn a legal 
entitlement to a mining lease for Reko Diq through 10 
years of research and feasibility work that cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars. However, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the CHEJVA was null and unconstitutional, and that 
TCC no longer had the right to Reko Dig. 

The company then filed a complaint with the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) in 
2012, claiming $11.43 billion in damages after the 
Balochistan government denied the company's request 
fora lease. 

In January 2013, when the case was heard at ICSID, the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan had already declared CHEJVA 
illegal and ruled that the TCC had no statutory rights to 
develop and mine in Reko Dig. Based on allegations of 
corruption and a violation of mining regulations.The 
government actually wanted a higher royalty rate, 
increased involvement of the local populace and a 
revision of the overall financial model. 

A major setback was the fact that as per CHEJVA, [CSID 
had the ultimate authority to rule on this matter. And in 
July 2017, the ICSID ruled against Pakistan, saying that 
there had been no wrongdoing in CHEJVA, the premise on 
which Pakistan's Supreme Court had terminated the 


agreement. eee ees te 
Consequently, TCC was 

granted a whopping $5.976 

billion (Rs950 billion) in 


damages by a World Bank 
tribunal of the International 
Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes (1CSID) 
which declared that Islamabad 
had violated the Pakistan- 
Australia Bilateral Investment 
Treaty and that Pakistan 
unlawfully denied the TCC a 
lease to mine copper and gold 
deposits at the Reko Diq mine. 
However, only days after this 
verdict, PM Imran Khan set up, 
in August 2019, a_ special 
committee to steer the talks to 
aim for the early development 
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RekoDig Case: Penalty of 
$11bn Off Sets, Barrick Gold 
to Invest $10 Billion in Gold 
Mines in Balochistan 


of the mines. In this effort, the federal and provincia} 
governments were assisted by international advisors, So, 
after these negotiations, the recent agreement has been 
signed and it bodes well for the future of this project. 

The deal 

According to settlement, 50% of the new project's shares 
will be owned by Barrick Gold, while the remaining shares 
shall be owned by Pakistan, divided equally between the 
Centre and the Balochistan government. The federal 
government's shares of 25% will be divided equally among 
three state-owned entities - namely the Oil and Gas 
Development Corporation Limited (OGDCL), Pakistan 
Petroleum Limited (PPL), and Government Holdings 
Pakistan Limited (GHPL). 

Balochistan's shares shall be held by a company wholly- 
owned and controlled by the provincial government. As 
part of Imran Khan’s vision for Balochistan, the provincial 
government's share of capital and operating expenses for 
the project shall be borne by the Centre. In other words, 
the Balochistan government will not incur any expenses in 


_ development of the mines. Its share of expenses shall be 


borne by the federal government. 
To ensure optimal utilisation of the nation's mineral 
wealth, the government is also considering setting up a 
smelter. Moreover, to ensure the deal is compliant with all 
the laws, the government will submit the matter before 
parliament and the Supreme Court. 
Conclusion 
Indeed, the new agreement seems to be an improvement 
from the past when international investors held 75% of 
the project. But questions remain. For instance, the details 
made public so far don't inform us if the investor plans to 
setup arefinery at Reko Diq for exporting precious metals 
or intends to take minerals out of the country in their raw 
form like the Chinese operator in Saindak. In case Barrick 
decides to export the metals in their raw form, do we have 
the capacity for determining 
the quantity extracted and 
moved out of the country, and 
to verify the exact revenue? 
Will there be a cap on the 
quantity of minerals to be 
excavated annually? Will 
Barrick and Pakistan share the 
anticipated investment equally 
according to their 
shareholding? If yes, where will 
$5 billion come from for 
investment in five to six years? 
The government owes it to the 
people of Balochistan as well as 
the rest of Pakistan to make all 
the details public for the 
purpose of transparency. 
The writer is an Advocate 
High Court. 


CamScanner 


Outline 
{. Introduction 
2. Causes of political polarization In Pakistan 


i, Intense radicalization, socioeconomic decline, and unbridled population growth create diverse political odhlote sired 


ii, Parties and political elite's disunity creates division and polarization among voters 


iii, Polarized news consumption leads toward diversification 
iv. The failure of many economic policies provokes opposite reactions 
Digital technology portrays socioeconomic indicators publicly as drivers of polarization 


vi. Politicization of religion 


vii. Politicization of science, entrusting left-wing scientists 


3. Effects of political polarization on Pakistan 


i. Threat to democracy, and political instability 
ii. Lack of trust in policymakers, institutions and prevalence of misinformation 


iii, Creation of “camp-mentality,” us vs. them 


iv. Stronger polarization and deviation from centre to extreme 

v. Zigzagging over successive government cycles reducing the efficiency of public policy 
vi. Biased appointment policies in the public sector 

vii. Stigmatization of political opponents and criminalization of politics 

viii. Alienation from globalization 


4. Solutions for political polarization in Pakistan 


i. Creation of Citizens’ Assembles to promote meaningful contacts 
ii. Perspective-taking instead of side-taking through printing press 
ii. | Subordinate sense of identity to bridge smaller differences 


iv. Proportional representation to prevent extremes from domination 


v. Voting for policies, not for parties 


vi. | Conducting direct referendums on specific issues like economy 


5. Conclusion 


Né. 
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Causes, effects and solutions 


akistan is suffering from 
political polarization like the 
rest of the world. Elite disunity, 
radicalization, socioeconomic 
decline and politicization of 
science, religion and 
technology are major 
contributors to political polarization in 
Pakistan with spillover effects. This division 
can be resolved by taking effective 
measures to promote harmony, unity and 
in-depth analysis of issues our beloved 
Country is facing. However, it is also true 
that some level of conflict is good and 
Natural for society as political polarization 
has led to an increase in voting and 
Massive political participation in many 
Countries. 

Today's Pakistan is divided into two 
houses. This division is termed political 
Polarization which is the divergence of 
Political attitudes away from the centre, 


toward ideological extremes. This is not a 
new phenomenon, though. Pakistan has 
been facing polarization since its 
conception. People of different sects, 
castes and colours come under one 
ideology of religion as Muslims, striving to 
practice religion without any interruption. 
However, there were also further divisions 
in a common religion. With the passage of 
time, disharmony and disunity started to 
prevail among provinces, which resulted in 
the 18th amendment. All the factors 
responsible for disagreement were mostly 
socioeconomic in nature. Political parties 
used these dispersions by blaming other 
political parties in pursuit of their own 
interests. There are some ‘underlying 
causes of this political polarization. 

There has been a heavy role of ideology; 
ideology-oriented politicians are reinforced 
by competitive elite strategies. Some sub- 
cultural elements, which act to strengthen 
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the internal cohesion, became the reason 
for rivalry among elite groups and parties. 
For example, a politician from a specific 
province always gets maximum votes and 
plans the expenditure budget accordingly. 
Balochistan's political and economic 
suffering is an obvious example of this 
division. Not a single reputed politician or 
elite is from Balochistan. So, the chances of 
development there are almost zero. This 
creates a sense of insecurity and 
alienation. Politicians used these 
differences in their election campaigns, 
built their narratives accordingly and 
created hopes for change. However, the 
reason behind this type of alienation is 
totally structural that needs to be resolved 
in Assemblies by passing out resolutions 
with a two-third majority. The active role of 
political parties, leaders and the elite forms 
the political preferences of voters. 
According to an empirical research, political 
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polarization is a top-down phenomenon 
and the elite orientate the voters, after a 
certain lag. 

The polarized news consumption also 
leads to political and social diversification, 
often called the Hostile Media Effect. It is a 
phenomenon in mass communication that 
is a perception of media coverage as 
biased against their pre-existing ideology. 
The development of media was being 
considered an indicator of a well-informed 
nation, an educated atmosphere and a 
democratic environment in the country. But 
what we see in talk shows and politicians’ 
interviews is beyond just informing the 
public about the current scenario. A strong 
relationship has been seen between 
political polarization, TV-watching habits of 
consumers and content credibility. These 
media channels are backed by certain 
political parties and built their biased 
content according to their will. Public 
sentiments are shaped through biased 
reporting, which creates 
intense radicalization. This 
radicalization has been seen 
during election days. For | 
example, during 2022 bye- © 
elections, two were killed in 
NA-240 constituency and 
several were injured. This is 
not new; similar acts of \ 
violence have been seen for 
many years. Even working 
places are divided on the basis 
of favorite politicians. Heated 
Gebates are happening in 
homes, streets, bazaars and 
ceremonies. 

Failure of many socioeconomic policies and 
unbridied population growth have polarized 
political opinions too. Pakistan's economic 
Situation has been affecting the lower 
middie class and daily wagers. Growing 
inflation, rupee depreciation, current 
account deficit, and IMF loans break the 
back of a common man. Political parties 
promised prosperity and change in their 
election campaigns without informing the 
severity of the problem. These 
socioeconomic policies create hatred and 
rebellious attitude, causing a political divide 
Digital technology is also a potential driver 
of polarization, pointed out by many 
scholars and policymakers. It is bringing 
new opportunities to bring about better 
accountability and transparency. 
Technologies are threatening the health of 
both advanced and unstable democracies 
by publically publishing socio-economic 
indices. This online information provides 
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statistics in one aspect and destroys 
democracies in another one. Unregulated 
technological innovations are not 
respecting one's privacy by leaking out 
personal videos and mobile recordings. 
Even, the premier's phone (ex-PM Imran 
Khan) was surveilled on. Although digital 
technology helped a lot, respective 
consequences shape public opinion, 
People are divided between knowing 
incomplete and disguised information. This 
division is used by political rivals in election 
campaigns, creating hurtful sentiments and 
dispersion. 

The politicization of religion is used by 
many parties. TLP and PTI used religious 
narratives in election campaigns. One of 
the very famous parties used a religious 
narrative of performing Jihad by voting for 
good ones and eliminating corrupt ones. 
The underprivileged community felt 
connected with the narrative and they 
voted for a ‘pious’ party. Similarly, 


immense violence by TLP was seen, 
resulting in the disqualification of the 
party. Public resentment is shaped by 
building religious narrative, creating 
chaos, diversion and violence. 

Science has become a politically polarizing 
issue. The politicization of Covid-19 
prevention techniques has seemingly 
slowed their adoption and obscured the 
dissemination of scientific facts, thereby 
amplifying the spread of a deadly disease. A 
global report found Americans are three 
times more likely to trust scientists if they 
identify as left-wing. It's not just the US, 
Pakistan is also facing polarization. Political 
actors are increasingly featured and 
scientific actors less so. For example, 
climate change coverage is politicized by 
political parties. Only those inventions are 
cherished and funded, where the political 
party is getting maximum benefit. 
Budgeting for the electronic voting machine 
in Pakistan's upcoming elections is 


expected to be the most expensive 
exercise in Pakistan's voting history. The 
political tilt toward political goals rather than 
capacity building created dissatisfaction 
and diversion. 

Some effects of political polarization have 
been observed by scholars and politica) 
scientists. From a public policy standpoint, 
political polarization makes it more difficult 
for elected officials to govern effectively. It 
has threatened key elements of 
democracy. Democracy is a system of 
government with four key elements: a 
system for choosing and replacing the 
government through free and fair elections; 
active participation of the people, as 
citizens, in politics and civic life; protection 
of human rights of all citizens; and a rule of 
law. Each of these mentioned components 
has been affected due to political 
polarization. Every political party resolves 
only these issues on a priority basis that are 
necessary for its survival. Pakistan was 
placed at the 104th spot 
among 167 states on the 
Global Democracy Index 2021, 
compiled by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU). 
Pakistan's democracy is 
considered hybrid because; 
the people and the 
establishment are governing it. 
The political crisis has affected 
democracy by inflicting politica! 
polarization. Not a single party 
completed 5-year term. 

This polarization also created 
a psychological effect like 
“camp-mentality”, us vs. them 
and weakens independent (of party- 
political interest) public opinion. The 
stronger the camp-mentality, the more 
biased citizens’ information and the less 
objective their picture of political reality 
becomes. Selective perception of political 
reality with blurred objectives decreased 
the efficiency of voters' decisions. Adouble 
standard becomes operative, where 
violating basic norms is acceptable on ‘Our’ 
side while being unforgivable on the 
‘Other’. The disappearance of a common 
standard leads to moral relativism and 
gives rise to political irresponsibility and 
corruption. The stronger the polarization 
and the farther the parties are from the 
median position, the more dependent 
swing voters’ actual party choices are on 
the success of the given party's efforts at 
policy-distortion and her aesthetics. 
Median voter model stakes are low. 
Successive government cycles reduce the 
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efficiency of public policy. Public policy 
diverges from the median position. The 
incumbent party does not pursue a centrist 
public policy and adjusts to the median 
position — as its own voters would not 
identify with it, and the number of centrist 
voters decreased. The life span of a public 
policy regime changes with each 
government cycle — its benefits often fail to 
materialize. 

Appointment policy in filling positions in 
public administration, government, state 
and public institutions was affected badly. 
This effect is called The Patronage Effect. 
Filling positions that require parliamentary 
nomination and/or approval has become 
more and more problematic. The proportion 
of mediocre candidates has grown in the 
affected bodies. 

Weakening the boundary between political 
and legal responsibility reduces politicians’ 
immunity from legal accountability, 
stigmatization of political opponents 
and the criminalization of politics. This 
effect is called “The Delegitimizing 
Effect". With a polarized political 
spectrum, the stakes of losing the 
governing position increase, which 
motivates the incumbent party to 
stabilize its position by institutional 
means, changing the rules to its 
advantage. 

Public sentiments regarding 
international “trade imbalance make 
them alienated from the benefits of 
globalization. Research findings 
indicate that there is a positive and 
Statistically significant cross-country 
association between levels of income 
inequality and political polarization. 
Hence, it is concluded that political 
polarization has weakened the responsibil- 
ity and accountability of governments. 
Some spillover effects are psychological, 
moral, public policy, patronage and 
delegitimizing effects. Ultimately public 
welfare suffers. Some solutions are devised 
by political scientists and policymakers to 


_ Overcome this polarization in the world. 


Some of these are discussed here. 

lt can be observed that there is a need to 
increase the level of tolerance to other 
Views, responsiveness to other views, 
€xposure to dissimilar views, to accept 
Multiple ideological dimensions, enhancing 
&conomic self-interest and reducing 
&xternal shocks. If a population is 
Stubbornly intolerant and on a trajectory to 
'unaway polarization, low exposure 
Yecreases the probability of interactions 
between mutually intolerant groups. This, in 


turn, preserves ideological diversity by 
inhibiting repulsion. Governing the digital 
and bridging digital divides is necessary to 
halt propaganda elements. 

Ireland has been running several citizens’ 
assemblies since 2016, to make policy 
recommendations more inclusive. Citizen 
assemblies are regarded as civic model for 
enabling more meaningful contact between 
groups involved in conflict, discussing 
issues in a way that can highlight where 
common ground exists. 

Perspective-taking instead of side-taking 
through printing press: Pinker speculates 
that some of the literature written from the 
perspective of black slaves may have been 
instrumental to the abolition of slavery. 
Similarly, if literature provides sense of 
unity and in-depth knowledge regarding our 
socioeconomic situation, things could be 
different. 


Subordinate sense of identity is needed to 


bridge smaller difference. Richard Dawkins 
recently tweeted that, “National pride has 
evil consequences. Prefer pride in 
humanity. German pride gave us Hitler, 
American pride gave us Trump and British 
pride gave us Brexit. If you must have pride, 
be proud that Homo sapiens could produce 


a Darwin, Shakespeare, Mandela, 
Einstein.” McFarland and colleagues 
recently reviewed and found that those who 
identify highly as citizens of the world are 
indeed more empathic. So, a deep sense of 
unit¥ is required to be more empathetic and 
unite. 

Many countries employ a proportional (or 
mixed) system, which means that if a party 
gets 5 percent of the popular vote, they will 
receive 5 percent of the seats in a given 
representative body. There is evidence that 
more proportional systems have higher 
levels of voter turnout (at least for 
supporters of smaller parties). In turn, that 


NATIONAL 


increase in turnout is correlated with 
citizens being more [ikely to report feeling 
that their vote makes a difference. This 
doesn't necessarily stop politics becoming 
less polarized, but it might make it harder 
for the extremes to come to dominate. 
Voting for policies, not for parties, and to 
hold direct referendums on specific issues 
can also be a solution to this polarization. 
When designed well, referendums might 
‘cut across existing partisan divides, and ifa 
clear majority is reached, they can signal a 
new social norm that can help a country 
move forward. California and Switzerland 
both regularly use referendums to address 
complex policy issues. 

It can be concluded that with political 
positions influencing decisions, people may 
sacrifice wages, lose out on jobs, make 
suboptimal purchases and disregard 
opportunities to save. Employees accept 
lower wages to work for politically like- 
minded entities, and people may 
select higher-priced products or ones 
that offer less-functional value. 
Polarization has the potential to 
prevent neighbours or colleagues of 
opposing parties from developing 
friendships. This ultimately deprives 
individuals of intellectual diversity, 
among other things. Obstruction of 
social relationships stemming from 
political polarization can cause both 
mental and physical harm. For 
instance, beliefs relating to global 
warming, affirmative action, wealth 
inequality and gun control often tend to 
reflect individuals’ political affiliations 
rather than a deliberate processing of 
relevant information that results in 
evidence-based decision-making. In 
addition, the broader negative impacts of 
these policy areas on society as a whole 
have the potential to harm individual mental 
and physical health over the long term. The 
researchers suggest a number of potential 
measures to limit the effects of polarization 
by reducing the spread of misinformation; 
using messaging techniques to try to bridge 
the different values of liberals and 
conservatives; and limiting the length of 
political campaigns. At the same time, the 
researchers acknowledge that some level 
of conflict is good and natural for society, 
and that polarization has been shown to 
increase voting and political participation. B) 


The writer is a psychologist and speech 
and language pathologist in special 
education sector, as well as CSS aspirant. 
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Criminal 
Justice 
Resionse 
Extremism 


akistan's legal and judicial 
system has long been seen as 
ineffective insofar as the 
criminal justice response to 
extremism is concerned. 
This may be generally 
true, but it is 
changing and the response is 
transforming gradually. The 
transforming response may be a result 
of highly-sceptical public opinion, 
better coordination between the police 
and the prosecution and more understand- 
ing on the part of the judiciary. The case of 
Priyantha Kumara (Sri Lankan citizen who was 
killed by a mob and his body burnt on 3rd December 2021) 
has finally been decided on 18th of April 2022. Ms. 
Natasha Naseem Sipra, Judge Anti-Terrorism Court, 
Gujranwala Division, Gujranwala, convicted 88 accused in 
the case with 6 awarded the death penalty, 9 handed down 
life imprisonment and 73 sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment with varying terms. 

This article will try to highlight some 
salient aspects of the whole justice 
system response and allied matters to 
the episode which may help in 
infusing energy, hope and learning 
for any future response to such 
incidents. 

1. Information-based Crime 
Reporting 

One of the chronic problems in 
Pakistan's criminal justice system 
is the stranglehold of the first crime 
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report (technically called the First 
Information Report or FIR), which has 
turned into a highly technical matter as 
the complainants more often than not 
try to inform it with evidence instead 
of with information (as required by 
law). This technicality-oriented crime 
reporting is the single most 
pronounced problem that shapes all 
the subsequent legal proceedings as it 
defines the factual framework that 
limits the work of other components of 
the criminal justice system. In this case, 
against the trend of writing an evidence-based 
crime report, the crime report was kept simple and 
no nominations or no witnesses were Stated in its body. 
This information-based crime reporting provided much- 
required professional space for the investigators, the 
prosecutors and the judge to evaluate evidence on its own 
merit. 
2. Separate Trial for Juveniles 
The Court rendered two separate judgements in this 
case: one dealing with non-juveniles 
and the other with juveniles (as nine 
accused were juveniles). The 
separation was based on the Juvenile 
Justice System Act, 2018. The police 
acted quite professionally in the 
case by determining the ages of 
the accused at the time of , 
investigation. Police leadership | 
and the lead investigator Tariq | 
Mehmood Inspector, in consulta- 
tion with prosecutors, submitted a 
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separate investigation report (under section 173 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898) to the extent of 
juveniles. The judge, accordingly, conducted separate 
trial of the accused and convicted them as per sentencing 
guidelines of the Juvenile Justice System Act, 2018. 

3. Forensic and Technical Evidence 


The investigator of the case collected ocular, medical, 
forensic and technical evidence quite skilfully. Article 70 
of the Qanoon-e-Shahadat Order, 1984 (the evidence law 
of the country), accords primacy to direct evidence 
implying thereby that ocular evidence is treated as 
primary evidence and all other technical, scientific, 
forensic and medical pieces of evidence get corroboratory 
status. While collecting ocular evidence, the investigator 
also collected loads of forensic and technical evidence. 
Very ably, he divided the crime scene into four parts and 
collected evidence on each part separately and then got it 
corroborated through mobile and forensic evidence. Over 
three hundred forensic reports were obtained from the 
Punjab Forensic Science Agency (PFSA) and the presence 
of each accused was proved by ocular, forensic and 
technical evidence. Likewise, forensic reports were also 
obtained from the forensic lab of the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) f 

on voice sampling of the accused as | BY ‘ 
recorded in different video and | 
audio clips from the crime scene. In | 
addition, to anticipate any defence- _ 
related evidence from information 
systems (videos and audios), report 
was solicited from the Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority | 
(PTA). 
4. Progressive Interpretation of | 
Law 

The Court was professionally assisted by a team of 
prosecutors notified by the Prosecution Department 
Punjab. Team formation and collective effort by the police 
and the prosecution added value to state's ability to 
prosecute multiple accused who were being defended by 
separate defence lawyers. The judge resorted to 
progressive interpretation of law on the following points: 
a. Definition of Information Systems 

The defence lawyers questioned admissibility of technical 
evidence (electronic, audio, visual and mobile phones) 
against the accused. The judge relied on the definition of 
‘information systems' as contained in the Electronic 
Transactions Ordinance, 2002, read with Article 73 of 
Qanoon-e-Shahadat Order, 1984, and Section 27-B of the 
Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997, to admit electronic evidence in 
the trial. 

b. Cause of Death and Medical Evidence 
Defence questioned the cause of death, and brought in 
standard issues of time of death as recorded in post- 
mortem report. Relying on case law, the judge treated 
medical in totality and did not extend benefit of doubt to 
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the accused; interpreting the medical evidence in 
cumulative manner, the judge believed in the evidence in 
totality. 
c. Evidence on Common Intention 
Mob-related cases always suffer from the challenge of the 
evidence on common intention. The judge agreed with the 
prosecution that there was common object of the accused 
that got corroborated by their audio-video evidence duly 
testified through onlookers/shopkeepers in the locality. 
Voice matching report by FIA was admitted and weighed 
in to decide this point by the judge. 
d. Challenge of Degree of Qatl (murder) 
The battery of defence lawyers attacked the charge of 
Qatl-e-Amad (murder) by arguing that as the accused were 
armed with bricks and sticks, their intention was not to 
kill the accused as they did not use weapons against the 
victim. They, therefore, argued that the case must be tried 
under the charge of Qatl Shibh-i-Amd (manslaughter). 
This contention of the defence was not entertained and 
the accused were convicted for Qatl-e-Amad. 
5. Witness Protection 
In order to extend state protection to witnesses, the judge 
and the prosecution, the trial of the case was transferred 
tig to jail. This single measure served 
well to ensure protection of 
witnesses. In addition, the judge did 
not allow adjournments enabling 
her to finish the trial in time. 
6. Trial of Differently-abled Person 
One of the accused in the case was a 
differently-abled person (deaf and 
dumb). He was provided with an 
interpreter at the expense of the 
state so that he could understand 
the proceedings against him. This 
also enabled him to express his defence before the Court. 
7.Media Coverage . 
The gory incident of extremism got unending media 
coverage nationally and internationally; unfortunately, 
the state's efforts and the criminal justice response did 
not get as a matching coverage. There is need to eclipse 
media coverage of extremism by glorifying the work of the 
criminal justice system, especially of police officers and 
prosecutors who fight fiercely for a battle within the 
paradigm of the rule of law. 
Finally, it may be noted that the case was investigated by 
district police and not by the specialized Counter 
Terrorism Department (CTD). This shows that there is 
immense will power in police leadership to establish the 
writ of the state. Pakistan can be served best by further 
strengthening criminal justice response to extremism 
instead of favouring narratives that advance violence and 
have militant orientation. &) 
The author is an independent researcher 
and has done his BCL from the University of Oxford. 
Email: kamranadilpsp@gmail.com 
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January last, the Government of Pakistan 
unveiled its first-ever National Security Policy 
2022-26. The main objective behind this 
momentous step was to reorient and redesign 
the policy objectives that are vital for the 
national narrative and nation-building. The 
document has used a 'citizen-centric’ approach 
to deal with the current complex issues Pakistan faces. The 
-NSP is divided into different sections - policy formulation, 
national security framework, national cohesion, securing 
economic future, defence, internal security, foreign policy 
and human security. The areas of concern in this article are 
national cohesion and internal security. 
Introduction 
Pakistan is a federal state that is contaminated with the 
colonial legacy. Pakistanis are a heterogenous nation that 
relied on the federal model of governance - a federation is a 
system that rests on a complex balance where the central 
authority demands national cohesion and federating units 
aspire to become more autonomous. But, unfortunately, 
the political system of Pakistan has remained in the hands 
of weak leadership - civil and military - that promoted 
authoritative and central policies that emphasized state- 
building over nation-building. This phenomenon has 
resulted in weak law and order situation, secessionist hues 
and tussle between the federal and the provincial 
governments. Balochistan, with all its grievances, ranging 
from economic, political and social, is a source of concern. 
The nationalist forces and insurgents pose a serious threat 
to nation-building in Pakistan. Verily, these issues surfaced 
because of the negligence of the state apparatus. This 
article aims to analyze the National Security Policy and find 
reconciliatory mechanisms to make nationalist forces in 
Balochistan part of mainstream politics. The article is 
divided into sections that include the historical 
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background of the Balochistan issue, reconciliatory policy 
options, analysis and conclusion. 

Historical Antecedent 

Balochistan is the largest territorial area in Pakistan that is 
bordered by Iran and Afghanistan. With around 43 percent 
of the territory, hosting seven percent of Pakistan's 
population, Balochistan is a heterogeneous region. Its 
population consists of various ethnicities such as Baloch, 
Pushtoons, Brahui and Hazaras. Balochistan is vital 
strategically because of its coastal resources as the 
province's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is rich with 
mineral resources, particularly Gwadar and Ormara. The 
culture of Balochistan is dominantly primordial. Baloch 
nationalism is constructed on the basis of rivalries, 
fragmentations and personal vendetta. More broadly, these 
contentions rest on continuing the status quo and building 
alliances with a foreign power. Since the country's 
inception, the authoritative tendencies of the central 
government have been the main factor behind the absence 
of devolution of power from the upper hierarchy to the 
lower one. The tussle for power between the two tiers of 
government in Pakistan has given birth to the Baloch 
nationalism that evolved from the freedom struggle to 
secessionist movements and then to the armed rebellion. 
The tribal nature of Balochistan has given birth to ethno- 
nationalistic tendencies and patron-client inclinations. 

The successive governments in Pakistan, on the other hand, 
have tried to manage the conflict rather than resolve it. The 
state has adopted a three-pronged strategy to deal with the 
issue of Balochistan: é 

1, through management of information, psychological 
warfare; 

2. through political and civil harassment, divide and rule, 
execution of tribal leaders; and 

3. through military deployment and cantonments. 
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The governments have preferred to support tribal chiefs, 
inculcating thereby a sense of alienation among the 
common Baloch people. The course of history is evident that 
the Baloch people and the central government have failed to 
integrate socially and politically. 

National Security Policy 2022-2026 

In the National Security Policy document, the policy 
regarding national cohesion is clearly defined and 
delineated. The document describes that Pakistan is a 
country of diverse cultural contours. For cohesive national 
integration, the country needs to reinforce the discourse of 
unity in diversity. Otherwise, the ethnic, religious and social 
differences will hinder the nationalistic narrative thus 
leading to anarchy, disharmony and chaos. Moreover, 
national cohesion and integration are only possible when 
socioeconomic justice is equally distributed among all the 
segments of society. Furthermore, there is a dire need to 
overhaul the institutional and governance disparities in all 
tiers of governance structure. The reconciliatory 
mechanisms discussed in the document are based on 
preserving the identity, ensuring unity and stability, and 
making the public service responsive. The document 
describes inclusiveness and harmony despite class, creed, 
ethnicity, sect and gender. Similarly, it stresses the need of 
fostering democracy and pluralistic norms. Consequently, 
it calls for improving the public service delivery system 
through responsiveness, accountability, transparency and 
e-governance. In the realm of security, the issues of 
terrorism, sub-nationalist forces, sectarianism and 
extremism are grave concerns that inhibit national 
cohesion. For resolving the given issues, the document talks 
about preserving the law and order situation and rule of law. 
Reconciliatory Mechanisms 

First, dialogue and negotiation with the nationalist forces in 
Balochistan in order to bring them into the political 
mainstream is the key to resolving the issue. 

Secondly, there is a dire need for the state forces to 
recognize the identity and presence of the nationalist forces 
in Balochistan. These forces perceive the federal 
government of Pakistan as a “colonist” and “occupier” 


When the state would recognize their identity, this sense of 


alienation would decrease. Thus, such forces would move 
forward to become part of mainstream politics and this will 
inculcate in them a sense of inclusiveness and 


belongingness. 
Thirdly, the state apparatus must recognize that the rigid 
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social structures of Balochistan, ie. the 'Sardari system’ 
cannot be abolished overnight. Governments have, in the 
past, tried to abolish this system; for example, in 1976 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto passed Sardari Abolition Ordinance; 
President Musharraf also tried to abolish the system by 
replacing it with a bureaucratic structure, but these efforts 
resulted in a more conflictual scenario. The people in 
Balochistan should not be forced to abandon their cultural 
practices. Balochistan needs to go through a paradigm 
social and cultural change. This is only possible when the 
region would become politically stable. Their cultural rights 
and identity, as well as their language and literature must be 
protected. 

Fourthly, there is no blinking at the fact that the states 
possessing natural resources are more prone to conflicts 
such as civil wars, ethnic cleavages and sectarian rifts. 
Balochistan is a hub of natural resources and this is another 
reason that it is a conflict-driven region. It is one of the 
reasons for Baloch antagonism as well; for example, the gas 
resources of the Sui area are not available for consumption 
to local people rather they are supplied to the other 
province of Pakistan. The government and state should give 
Balochistan its due rights. 

Furthermore, the government must check the foreign 
funding provided to nationalists in Balochistan. 
Transnational elements permeate the regions that face 
ethnic conflicts. The Baloch people in the Middle Eastern 
countries, especially in the Gulf region, actively fund 
separatist and secessionist movements in Balochistan. 
Moreover, many Baloch people living in democratic states 
such as the UK, USA and Europe are actively involved in 
raising their voice for a separate Baloch state. 

Similarly, devolution of power is significant to bring the 
nationalist elements into mainstream politics. The 
Constitution of Pakistan provides significant provincial 
autonomy but the state forces are not willing to cede the 
power. The Baloch people must be given the right to develop 
a local government system according to their socio-cultural 
milieu. 

Moreover, the fractionalization in Balochistan such as 
issues among Baloch and Pushtoons must be resolved 
through social contact and assimilating practices. The 
legislature should make policies to preserve separate 
identities and cultural affinities of these elements and make 
sure that all ethnicities get equitable resources. 

The above-mentioned reconciliatory mechanisms can be 
applied effectively to bring the nationalist forces into 
mainstream politics. 

Analysis and Conclusion 

The National Security Policy of Pakistan is merely a 
document of semantics. There is no clear mechanism given 
in the document in the realm of national cohesion and 
internal security that how it would resolve the crisis of 
nationalist forces in Balochistan. Though it is a positive 
move of government and security apparatus to issue a 
national security policy document, Pakistan must recognize 
that it is the implementation of policy that matters more 
than words. &) 
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The coercive legal power of a state is exercised through police; in the arena of international affairs, however, there has been graduaj 
transformation of this role from national to international. Through special arrangements of the Security Council, the United Nations 
(UN) has been deploying police in more and more missions under Chapters VI, Vil and VIII of its Charter. With more missions employing 
police, the United Nations’ system started examining the role of police and many a report started emerging on the working of police, 
Brahimi Report of 2000 is considered a point of departure in the sense that it started articulating a police doctrine for the UN. The 
institutional thinking continued and ultimately the Audit Report of 2008 underscored need for a ‘comprehensive police doctrine to 
govern all aspects of the United Nations police operations’. Based on these observations, the UN started publishing material related to 
policing, which reflected international best practices and experiences. Based on these insights, the UN issued a framework policy on 
policing in 2014. The 2014 framework policy was then revised in 2016 and guidelines within this framework with respect to operations, 
administration, capacity building and command were issued. These documents pack professional police material that may be used as 
practitioners’ literature offering cues for police reforms in domestic settings. 


Police Doctrine of the 
United Nations and 


# ae a 


Kamran Adil 


The UN literature on policing covers many important areas. Three areas are being discussed here that may be of interest to 
justice sector leadership in Pakistan. These areas are: 

Police Doctrine 

Unlike the police doctrine of the colonial Police Act, 1861 (that predominantly remains applicable to most parts of 
Pakistan) that views police as an ‘instrument’, the framework policy has defined policing as 'a function of governance 
responsible for the prevention, detection and investigation of crime; protection of persons and property; and the 
maintenance of public order and safety’. It is worth noting that the Police Order, 2002, in its articles 3 and 4 adheres to 
this police doctrine. The police doctrine of the UN requires policing to be representative, responsive and accountable. It 
uses trite conceptions of these terms, which are reproduced here in verbatim: 
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a. Representative policing aims to ensure that the human 
rights of all people, without distinction of any kind such 
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other 
status, are protected, promoted and respected and that 
police personnel sufficiently reflect the community they 
serve. Fair and non-discriminatory recruitment and 
retention policies are expected to encourage, among other 
goals, an adequate participation of women and minority 
groups. 

b. Responsive policing ensures that police respond to 
existing and emerging public needs and expectations, 
especially in preventing and detecting crime and 
maintaining public order and safety. Policing objectives 
are informed by the public safety concerns of the 
communities they serve and are attained lawfully, 
efficiently and effectively and in 
accordance with international norms 
and standards in crime prevention, 
criminal justice and human 
rights law. 

c. Accountable policing 
means that police are 
accountable to the law, as 
are all individuals and 
institutions in States; 
that police are 
answerable to the 
public through the 
democratic and 
political institutions of 
the state, as well as 
through civilian 
democratic oversight 
bodies and mechanisms to 
improve community-police 
relations; that police are 
accountable for the way they use 
the resources allocated to them and 
that effective mechanisms are established 
for accountability over police conduct, including 
any allegations or established human rights violations 
committed by the police. 

Performance Evaluation 

Measuring performance of police has been a challenge all 
over the world. In Pakistan, most of the time, statistical 
evaluation is carried out. Recently, the call logs for police 
help and response have been used by police officers, but it 
has its inaccuracies and is essentially quantitative in 
nature. The UN, in its guidelines on capacity building of 
police, offers a framework of police performance 
Measurement. This framework measures three areas with 
Specific indicators. These three areas and specific 
indicators may be considered for reimagining the 
Performance evaluation of police officers in Pakistan. 
These are summarized as: 
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a. Measuring organizational processes through standard 
setting and benchmarking of its policies, training, early 
warning system, transparency and community interface; 
b. Measuring police officers’ conduct through handling of 
incidents, response to citizens' complaints and morale; 
c. Measuring outcomes by looking at crime rates, 
community opinion, victim surveys, citizen-police 
cooperation, response times and_ clearance/disposal 
rates. 
Capacity Building 
Another important area where the UN has elaborated 
professional knowledge is capacity building of police. It 
classifies capacity building of police into different 
categories; these include performance capacity, personal 
capacity, workload capacity, supervisory capacity, facility 
capacity, support service capacity, systems capacity, 
structural capacity and role capacity. From 
Pakistan's perspective, training of 
officers is often treated as principal 
method of capacity building of a 
police organization. This 
needs to change. As 
elaborated by the UN 
system, all types of 
capacities must be 
addressed. The 
organizational and 
individual capacities of 
police must be 
supplemented with 
supervisory and facility 
capacities to ensure that 
the quality of service 
improves and the levels 
achieved are sustained. 
Learning fromthe UN 
There is no denying the fact 
that the UN and a state police 
organization have different sets of 
circumstances; therefore, reading too 
much into UN doctrine and philosophy may 
not help. Nevertheless, the knowledge produced by the UN 
system on measuring police performance and capacity 
building may have some useful clues for those 
practitioners who align police working towards the rule of 
law paradigm. From the viewpoint of crime-control 
strategies, the indigenous approach of aggressive policing 
may have to be applied as little or no investment and 
attention are being made in the civil and restorative 
justice enabling vigilantism and resort to exceptional 
measures to fight crime in the society. 


The author is an independent researcher 
and has done his BCL from the University of Oxford. Email: 
kamranadilpsp@gqmail.com 
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The death toll has, so far, crossed the grim 
milestone of 1400 and it is likely to rise 
further. Around 33 million people - one out of 
every‘seven Pakistanis - are sleeping outside, 
in the open sky. Close to one million homes 
have been destroyed. Roads, railroads, power 
transmission lines, gas transmission lines, irrigation 
systems, schools, hospitals, dams and other critical 
infrastructure have been obliterated as more than 118 
districts of Pakistan are inundated with 
floodwater. An estimated 37 
percent of Pakistanis have been 

displaced and are desperately 

waiting for the flood, water and 

shelter. Around 800,000 heads of 

livestock have perished. Standing 

crops on around 3.5 million acres 

of land have washed away, leaving 

nothing but ruins and devastation. 

The initial, provisional assessment 
of the immediate damage has been 
estimated conservatively at $30 
billion which is likely to reduce 
Pakistan's GDP by two percent. 
Pakistan is now facing the very 
frightening prospect of food 
insecurity due to the washing away 
of more than 70 percent of staple 
crops. The trail of destruction left 
by the monstrous flood would 
continue to haunt Pakistan's 
economy, infrastructure and 
communities for years to come. But 
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the pertinent question here is: what has happened this 
year? Monsoon has been an annual phenomenon for 
thousands of years here in South Asia, why this regular 
and critical rainfall pattern has turned so violent and 
devastating this time? The answer involves many factors. 
Some are discussed hereunder. 

F inding the underlying cause of this “Monsoon on Steroid” 
complex job. There are multiple 
factors behind this unprecedented 
calamity. Some have triggered this and 
others increased its intensity and 
devastation. Climate change, though, 
can be termed as one of the chief 
reasons behind the 2022 monster 
monsoon flood. 

Climate change and the resultant 
global warming are leading to stronger 
monsoons with higher precipitation. 
An increased temperature enhances 
the water-holding capacity of the 
clouds which, in return, leads to 
increased precipitation. In a briefing 
to UN Secretary-General, Antonio 
Guterres, Maj. Gen. Zafar Iqbal, the 
Coordinator of the National Flood 
Response and Coordination Center 
(NFRCC), told that Pakistan received 
518 percent more rainfall than usual 
during the current monsoon season. 
We have witnessed the wettest July 
and August in the last 62 years. There 
are also reports that the monsoon is 
also shifting towards the south of the 
country, with its increasing intensity. 
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cycles of monsoon erin 04 
July-August period, but, this oa oti 
received more than 8 intense spells of rainfall da: 
caused torrential rains in Sindh, urban flooding, flash 
floods in South Punjab and lower Sindh, and glacial floods 
in the country's northern areas. The ever-increasing global 
temperature is also hitting Pakistan hard. We have the 
third largest ice mass in the world after the South and 
North Poles. The temperature rise is causing the melting 
and receding of these glaciers which, directly or directly, 
contributed to the humanitarian crisis of epic 
proportions. Another point worth mentioning here is that 
Pakistan is extremely vulnerable to the slightest change in 
climatic patterns. Since 2010, the average global 
temperature has increased by 1.10°C. In other words, a 
mere increase of 0.10°C has caused an almost-existential 
threat for the country and it is scary to imagine what will 
happen to us when the world would be able to cap 
temperature at 1.5°C, the target stipulated by the Paris 
Climate Accord. Pakistan's ongoing tragedy has shown the 
world that even the most-cherished temperature goal can 
cause devastation for some countries. There is no denying 
that climate change has started to take a heavy toll in 
terms of human and economic losses. 

Pakistan's physiography is also a contributing factor 
behind the frequent occurrence of floods. Since 1947, 
Pakistan has witnessed more than 20 major floods which 
proved very costly for the economy and life and property. 
Indus Basin is home to the Indus River and its tributaries 
which provide a natural channel for draining overflow 
caused by the monsoon. The Indus Basin has developed in 
such a way that it does not support free and quick 
drainage of the floodwater, and neither can it absorb 
surplus runoff. This is evident from the fact that areas in 
Sindh and Punjab remained inundated for three to four 
months in the wake of the 2010 flood. And this time, it will 
take 3 to 6 months for floodwater to recede in many 
hardest-hit areas. So, natural physio-geography adds to 

rability of Pakistan. 

le rape change is the chief factor behind the 
occurrence of this tragedy, we cannot, and should not, 
place our fingers only on it. Unlike heatwaves, glacial 
melts and droughts, which are certainly the outcomes of 
changing weather patterns and unpredictability in climate 
change, impacts of floods can be managed or mitigated to 
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2022, indicates that the frequency and intensity of floods 


multiply With increase in human activities in the riverbed 
and adjacent areas. The human settlements obstruct the 
Natural flow of water and it leads to the washing away of 
Properties that come in the way. The government has 
done nothing to discourage this Steady encroachment of 
riverine paths. Instead, it provided public infrastructure 
and amenities under the name of tourism promotion 
which eventually proved too costly to bear. Hence, weak 
governance and criminal negligence on the part of state 
machinery did contribute to the overall vulnerability of 
the local communities and areas. 

Deforestation has also been a major contributor to flood 
calamity. The riverine, or Bela, forests stabilize the natural 
levees by binding the soil together. But the growing 
population and concomitant needs for fuel wood have 
almost wiped out these forests from the upper and lower 
Indus Basin. Corruption and mismanagement on the part 
of provincial forest departments can also be blamed for 
the loss of this natural safeguard against floods. 
Deforestation increases the frequency and intensity of 
floods because erosion adds siltation and increases the 
level of riverbeds, which, in turn, decreases the water- 
holding capacity of rivers. 

Apart from these structural constraints, the federal and 
provincial governments did nothing to take preparatory 
and mitigation measures. Contrary to the cases of 
earthquakes or other natural disasters, well-tested early 
warning systems are now available that can accurately 
predict the level and intensity of an upcoming flood. Many 
powerful computer programs can forecast future rainfall 
and map those areas that may be affected by floods. 
Pakistan has many such public and private institutions 
that have been couniting on these programs for accurately 
forecasting and issuing warnings. Pakistan's metrological 
department had already warned the government well 
before the start of the 2022 monsoon season about the 
unprecedented rainfall and resultant flood that might 
eclipse the 2010 flood in intensity and scale. Pakistan's 
federal minister for climate change, Sherry Rahman, also 
warned on 19 June 2022 about the extraordinary rainfall 
that might end up in a monster flood. But nothing was 
done. Two precious months were wasted. There are many 
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areas where both federal and provincial governments 
failed conspicuously to take action. For example, the 
institutions could have mapped the vulnerable localities 
in the light of the 2010 flood and urged people through 
SMS-based communication to evacuate voluntarily from 
flood-prone areas. It could have built makeshift 
arrangements - for instance, the NHA roads or other 
government buildings - for sheltering people and 
livestock. But they got out of their deep slumber only after 
the arrival of the floodwater. The NDMA and PDMAs 
should have arranged rescue-and-relief equipment 
including boats, power units, mobile field hospitals, 
dispensaries and machinery in those areas , 
which were under dire warning. There 
could have been some arrangements 
to protect sources of potable water 
from floodwater so that people 
could not have faced a shortage of 
drinking water. Data from satellite 
and of past floods could have been 
used to remove obstacles like illegal 
constructions and roads that might 
fall along the route of floodwater. 
But nothing was done. Pakistan's 
institutions remained busy with the 
routine exercise of submitting the 
local disaster plans to the 
government. The concerned 
departments did what they do every 
year: passing the buck to another — 
department. 

Apart from economic devastation, 
the imminent threat of food 
insecurity reaching the level of 
famine should also be a serious 
concern. The destruction of 3.5 
million acres of farmland having 
wheat, rice and other staple crops is 
set to create an unprecedented level 
of food shortage. The increase in 
the support price of wheat (to 4000 
and 3000 per maund by Sindh and 
Punjab governments, respectively) 
would further burden the urban 
dwellers. The flood crisis is fast becoming a 
health crisis of epic proportions. Millions of people are 
now at risk of infectious waterborne diseases like 
dysentery and cholera. Worse still, the stagnant water can 
spread vector-borne diseases like malaria and dengue 
fever. The destruction of more than 1400 health facilities 
and the resultant disrupted access to healthcare is set to 
further aggravate the crisis. So, in terms of economic 
devastation, food insecurity and health crisis, coupled 
with the fact that our economy was already under serious 
stress even before the occurrence of the flood, Pakistan is 
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in deep trouble. But can we afford to return to the 
business-as-usual approach after the normalization of the 
situation and wait for another more serious and more 
devastating natural disaster? Obviously, no! 

Now that the disaster has struck and both public and 
private organizations are doing rescue-and-relief 
operations, along with some reconstruction and 
rehabilitation, the significance of suggesting measures 
that can preempt such calamities from happening in the 
future has become way more important. 

Like every year when we experience flood-caused 
destruction, the dam-led flood management vs. non- 
dam flood control debate has raised its head 
again this time as well. Both sides engage in 
a fierce debate about whether 
Pakistan needs more dams or 
should it just switch to more 
sustainable options like recharging 
aquifers and restoring riverine and 
other ecosystems. Ostensibly, 
ecosystem restoration looks more 
appealing, particularly when you 
see the construction of dams and 
canalizing its rivers is a very 
expensive undertaking and it 
obstructs the natural flow of the 
rivers. But as a matter of fact, 
Pakistan can ill-afford such long- 
term solutions. We are fighting for 
survival and such slogans may suit 
some developed countries, but 
these cannot address our 
immediate concerns. Although the 
- United States has dismantled some 
dams, yet it still has a huge number 
of dams. The data by World 
Commission on Dams show that 
there are, at present, 58,000 large 
dams in the world and more than 
half of them have been built in 
China and India. If we add all the 
small and large dams in Pakistan, 
the total number hardly reaches 
500, and fewer than a dozen qualify as 
large dams. Though dams have multiple 
functions to serve like storage of water for irrigation, 
hydroelectric power, industrial and domestic 
consumption, ecological amelioration, fishing, tourism, 
and recharging of groundwater, their primary aim has 
always been flood-prevention, mitigation and 
management. The dams are constructed in sucha way that 
they break down the intensity of floodwater and channel 
them into weak streams downward. In a research paper 
published in journal the Nature in 2021, the authors 
proved that flow regulation by dams helped protect 
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people downstream while concluding that dams reduce 
the number of people exposed to floods by 20.6 percent. 
The rainfall pattern here in Pakistan is not equally 
distributed throughout the year; it is concentrated only in 
three months. If we don't have storage capabilities, what 
we should do for the remaining 9 months? Pakistan does 
not have time to switch to an eco-system-based solution 
as we are set to face water shortage as soon as 2025 and 
our agriculture, the backbone of our economy, is a water- 
intensive sector. So, it is almost absurd to follow the 
examples of developed countries that have benefited 
from dams for almost a century and are now advising us 
to avoid investing in dams. We should go for this solution; 
otherwise, we are soon going to run out of water for 
agriculture and even for domestic consumption. Dams 
will always be an effective tool for floodwater storage and 
diversion. There should be no doubt about that. 
The flood mitigating approach can be divided into two 
categories: structural and non-structural measures. 
Structural mitigation measures reduce the harms of 
floodwater by building or upgrading existing 
infrastructures like 
floodgates, levees, and | 
evacuation routes and 4 ~ 
shelters. Non-structural 
migration measures 
include removing 
people out of ] 
affected areas and 
protecting their 
properties. Property 
buyouts where local and 
provincial governments “¥ 
purchase properties falling 
within high-risk areas, 
permanent relocation, development, and _ strict 
implementation of building codes are some non- 
structural measures that most governments all over the 
world practice to ensure effective flood mitigation and 
management. 
The third approach is related to floodplains and stream 
restoration. No doubt, it is the most comprehensive 
answer to tackle floods, droughts, depleting groundwater, 
and climate change. But it is a long-term process and 
deserves systematic and gradual implementation. In 2019 
a study was published under the title of Hindu Kush 
Himalaya Assessment about the status of glaciers in 
Pakistan. The report warned that Pakistan's glaciers were 
melting and receding fast and Pakistan could lose 1/3 to 
2/3 of its ice mass by 2100. The fast-melting glaciers 
would continue to produce heavier floods, bigger 
landslides, soil erosion and other hazards up until 2050- 
60 and then there will be prolonged spells of harsher 
droughts and a shortage of hydroelectric power. This 
report does indicate that Pakistan needs to work on both 
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dam-based flood management and riverine ecosystem 
restoration simultaneously. But what does ecosystem 
restoration entail? A few things! In a simple phrase, it is 
the restoration of riverine corridors and active 
floodplains all along the 3186km length of rivers. The 
estimated area of riverine corridors and active plains in 
Pakistan is 21000 km. The 6km wide area along the rivers 
belongs to the state and this is the area that needs 
rehabilitation of lost wetlands and regeneration of Bela 
forests. The complete restoration of riverine corridors can 
help break flood velocity, recharge aquifers and absorb 
flood peaks. Multiple reports prove that the scientific 
management of active floodplains and corridors can hold 
up to 30-S5OMAF of floodwater. Apart from flood 
mitigation, this approach can potentially recharge 
aquifers, tackle droughts and reduce GHG emissions. 

There is no denying that floods are considered all over the 
world the deadliest, costliest and oft-repeated type of 
natural disasters. No country, let alone Pakistan, can 
handle this disaster of biblical proportions. Pakistan and 
other countries are paying a heavy price for the centuries- 
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old ruthless exploitation of natural resources by 
developed countries. Climate has certainly played a role in 
generating larger-than-usual monsoon and accelerating 
the melting of glaciers, but the criminal negligence on the 
part of governments is also a contributing factor in the 
creation of this worst-ever humanitarian crisis. Had our 
administration taken a few proactive, prompt measures, 
the situation would have been not so worse. The absence 
of local government set-up, the inability to delegate 
disaster management authorities at the district level, the 
haphazard growth of infrastructure in valleys upstream 
and in active floodplains downstream, the chronic 
political instability, destruction of Bela forests and other 
wetland ecosystems along river levees are also some 
factors that can be held responsible for this calamity. 
Climate adaptation and resilience must be an integral part 
of our national planning; otherwise, we are going to face 

such disasters again and again. 
The writer is a graduate of the University of 
Agriculture, Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 


All in One - Book XIV | 187 


CamScanner 


The only recipe fo 


alochistan is the heart of Pakistan and it is 
the province that has endowed Pakistan with 
a wonderful geostrategic location. It is the 
gateway to CPEC that connects China to the 
Middle East and Africa via Indian Ocean. It 
also borders Pakistan with Iran and 
Afghanistan. Balochistan, also the largest 
province of Pakistan in terms of area, has abundant 
natural resources, e.g. gas, gold, copper, valuable stones, 
chromite and oil. Gwadar port is another asset upon 
which the future of our country is dependent. A 
whopping $62 billion will be invested in CPEC projects a 
major chunk of which lies in Balochistan with Gwadar 
being the center of gravity. This huge investment will 
surely create numerous opportunities for the youth of 
the province in terms of jobs, employment and 
development. However, to make the most of CPEC, 
addressing the grievances of the people of Balochistan is 
indeed a sine quanon. 

Balochistan's prized location gives it an evil eye which 
catches this beautiful part of Pakistan in its gaze that has 
inflicted it with misconceptions, 
precarious law and order situation. The arrest of Indian 
spy Kulbhushan Jadhav and his confession of being 
involved in a satanic mission of creating fissures in 
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Balochistan and undermining Pakistan's national 
integration is but one proof of it. Balochistan has a 
history of wars, military operations, terrorism and 
foreign involvement, and these menaces are a major 
reason why it is still backward. Following are some 
points that can be considered the main causes of 
problems faced by Balochistan and the grievances the 
people of this jewel in the crown of Pakistan have. 

1. Military operations 

The Baloch people are loyal and patriots to the core and 


they only need love and respect. In a research published 
in JSTOR, the researcher suggested about the Baloch 
people: “Give them love and respect if you need to 
conquer them, because it is so tough to defeat them by 
force.” But, unfortunately, there have been a number of 
military operations carried out in Balochistan with an 
aim to eliminate separatist movements. However — 
though they achieved a little success — these operations 


have failed to bring long-term peace in the region. 
2. Ownership of Indigenous resources 
An image which showed females of Sui (Dera Bugti) 


carrying dry bushes above the Sui gas pipeline to be used 
as fuel in stoves is a painful reminder that the true 
owners of the sources in these lands have been long 
deprived of their due rights. Natural gas, which is being 
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provided to the whole country from Sui, is not 
available to them local populace. This sense of 
alleviation and deprivation further deepens the 
fissures between the Baloch people and the State 
of Pakistan. Also take the example of Chagai 
district, which has abundant reserves of gold, 
copper and other precious minerals, but still 
is amongst the poorest areas of Pakistan, 
lacking even the basic facilities. 

3. Foreign hand 

There are no two opinions that foreign enemies have a huge 
involvement in Balochistan as they want to destabilise 
Pakistan. Amongst these hostile forces, our neighbour India 
takes the lead. The confession of Kulbhushan Jadhav is an 
irrefutable proof in this regard. However, let me say that the 
above-stated problems provide a strong incentive to foreign 


hands to exploit the people of Balochistan. 
4. Corruption 


Balochistan has become a hub of corruption and it is done so 
brazenly that, in 2014, a provincial minister and his 
secretary were caught on charges of massive corruption - 
even the water tanks in Mr Secretary's home were filled with 
Pakistani currency. There has been no check and balance on 
developmental projects and spending of the annual budgets 
due to which the province is left underdeveloped. 

5. Lack of basic amenities 

Healthcare system in the province is so poor that people in 
the peripheral areas can hardly get proper treatment. With 
limited access even to basic health units, a number of people 
die every year of even curable diseases, let alone hepatitis 
and cancer which are rampant in the province. In addition, 
prevalent illiteracy is also a big issue as educational 
institution are very few in number and even these don't live 
up to the standards of quality institutions. As per Pakistan 
Economic Survey 2021-22, literacy rate (10 years and above) 
in Balochistan is 54.5 percent as compared to 55.1 percent 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 61.8 percent in Sindh and 66.3 
percent in Punjab. This speaks volumes about the state of 
education in the province. 

Way forward 

Now comes the real question: can the state of affairs 
improve? 

The answer is a big YES! 

Below are some important measures that can help ease the 


tensions and bring stability in the province and the country 
as well. Along with my own opinions, I have extracted some 
important points from an article by Rafiullah Kakar which 


was published in a national daily. 
Firstly, political reconciliations and peace-building must be 


the foremost priority of our policymakers. No major 
economic development initiative in the province can succeed 
without a strategy of peaceful management of ongoing ethnic 
conflicts. In this regard, the government needs to appreciate 
the complex landscape of violent conflict in Balochistan. 
There is a low-scale but ongoing ethnic insurgency mainly in 
southern Balochistan. The response measures and cosmetic 
developmental packages have both failed to bring the 
disaffected Baloch into political mainstream. This domain, 


therefore, is to be actively explored. 
Secondly, the government should prepare a comprehensive 


ate 


gy for reaching out to Baloch insurgents. This strategy 
should entail the engagement of credible political voices to 
lead negotiations and implement CBMs such as stopping 
military operations, withdrawing the FC personnel from 
certain areas, releasing all Baloch missing persons and 


compensating the families of those killed extrajudicially. 
Thirdly, if the dialogue with the most notorious outfit TTP is 


possible, then why not. with Baloch separatists? A 
comprehensive parliamentary ,committee with credible 
Baloch leaders should be formed for the dialogue. All the 
constitutional demands of separatists should be accepted 
and they should be brought to Pakistan with respect. They 
may also be given amnesty and involved into mainstream 
politics. Previous efforts to reconcile Baloch insurgents 
failed because: a) repression went along the reconciliation 
efforts, and b) those leading the process had little credibility 


or freedom to make meaningful offers. 
Fourthly, ownership in Saindak copper-gold project may be 


transferred to the Balochistan government as committed 
under Aghaz-i-Huqooq-i-Balochistan package. Balochistan 
must be given due share in natural gas by providing each 
and every area with gas, the Reko Diq agreement should be 
made public. There should be no demographical changes in 
Gwadar and involvement of Baloch should be more and 
encouraged to participate in CPEC project. Jobs in Baloch 
areas should be only provided to the natives of that specific 
area. 

Fifthly, converting Balochistan into industrial and 
agricultural hub will engage a lot of youngsters in job and 
work, industry of dates in Makran belt and fruit factory in 
Kalat will bring fruitful results. Along with it, education 
sector must improve; Baloch students must be provided 
with opportunities to pursue higher education by giving 
them scholarships. The more Baloch students get involved 
in professional fields, the more productive Pakistan will be. 
The quota for Balochstan in competitive exams should be 
increased - but it must be Baloch-centric - because it will 
further encourage Baloch youth towards getting education. 
The enforced disappearances should be ended and people 
nabbed in way must be presented before the country's 
judicial system. 

Balochistan’s share in Benazir Income Support Programme 
may also be increased to 10 percent at least, from the 
current four percent. Balochistan's share in NFC Award 
should also be increased. Moreover, elections in the 
province must be held in a free and fair manner; there 
should be no role of any hidden powers in selecting the 


leadership in the province. 
The writer is currently pursuing an MBBS degree. 
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The ongoing tussle for power among political 
parties, an ugly atmosphere of mistrust and a 
tendency of not recognizing others as 
political entities have plunged Pakistan's 
politics into a serious crisis. Not a single 
policy decision in recent months - either by the PDM that 
rules nationally or Imran Khan's PTI that rules in "two 
provinces - has favoured the working class or the 
unemployed youth. Rather, they have attacked the 


Osman Khan 


present, seems driven more by personal interests than by 
the interests of the state and its citizens. This is why we 
are trapped in a vicious cycle of creating more problems 
rather than solving the old ones. However, it should not 
be lost to anyone that when politics, democracy and 
decision-making processes reach a dead-end, the result is 
more unrest and anarchical politics. Therefore, to avoid 
such a cataclysmic future, it is necessary that our leaders 
adopt a pragmatic strategy to solve political problems in 


Pakistan's 
Political 


C , , 
Dear leaders, please show 
some maturity and grace 


masses with every possible 
means and shifted the burden 
of the whole economic crisis 
onto their shoulders while 
announcing huge subsidies 
and support packages for the 
rich. 

However, it is not just a 
political crisis rather it is an 
offshoot of a state crisis in a 
larger context, because 
unrelenting tensions between 
and among political parties as 
well as with state institutions, 
or the so-called ‘establish- 
ment’, is itself a grave issue. 
Therefore, while our political 
leaders are responsible for 
the recent crisis, the 
establishment or the power 
centres also cannot remain 
immune to this crisis. In our 
country, decision-making, at 
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Pakistan's politics is in decline and signs of 


| stability are far from visible. The country's 


parliament, which is the supreme state institution, 
has technically become inactive. Members of the 
biggest opposition party, Imran Khan-led Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) have resigned en masse 
and the ruling alliance Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) is facing huge difficulties in 
running the country. They have recently got 
passed some amendments to the NAB law from 
the parliament that could not have been approved 
if there was an effective opposition in the National 
Assembly. PTI has challenged these amendments 
in the Supreme Court; hence, involving the 
country's apex court in a purely political issue that 
could have been resolved through dialogue and 
discussions. It is an indication that the political 
parties have admitted that they are incapable of 
solving their own problems. This is the nadir of 
political decadence which the people of Pakistan 
had never imagined. 


the political arena and shun 
the practice of involving the 
judiciary or any other state 
institution in such matters. 

But, it is, unfortunately, a fact 
that instead of finding 
solutions to national political 
problems in a political forum 
like the parliament, our 
political leaders are bent on 
using the shoulders of the 
judiciary to fight their 
political battles. And, in this 
dirty game, they often forget 
that taking issues that should 
be resolved in a political way 
to the courts further 
exacerbates the situation 
because when political 
decisions emerge from the 
courts, they are often 
criticized and courts are 
termed biased and influenced. 
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It has, regretfully, become a common attitude that if the 
decision is in a party's favour, the judiciary is hailed as 
being an independent and true guardian of the constitu- 
tion; but the party affected by the verdict does not accept 
it and starts openly maligning the judges and a never- 
ending mudslinging starts. No doubt, the verdicts of the 
courts are public property and criticising them is 
absolutely legal and ethical, but criticising and 
scandalizing the judges is absolutely ludicrous, and 
unacceptable. 

The now-former Chief Justice of the Islamabad High Court 
Justice Athar Minallah, who has recently been elevated to 
the Supreme Court, has rightly pointed in his address toa 
full court reference organised in his honour that the state 
has, tragically, failed to shoulder its responsibilities. He 
advised politicians to resolve their disputes in parliament 
and not in courts. “It was the responsibility of the political 
leadership to resolve their issues in the legislature instead 
of dragging them to courts of law,” he said. 

He further said the judiciary's performance could be 
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crisis suggests that both the government and the 
opposition look up to the establishment, or the judiciary, 
rather than solving their political problems in parliament 
or through dialogue. But, when the establishment or the 
judiciary intervenes, political leaders start bemoaning 
and shifting the burden of their own failure onto the 
establishment and the judiciary. 

The citizens of the state have every right to ask their 
leaders: what has prevented them from strengthening the 
parliamentary system? Why do they look up to the 
judiciary or the establishment to come into, or stay in, 
power? Why they don't bother to resolve their differences 
through negotiations? 

Political parties in general blame that it is the establish- 
ment that does not allow the parliamentary system to 
stabilize and flourish. Intermittent military coups or a 
dominating say in many affairs of the state is often cited 
as the reason behind weakness and impotence of the 
parliamentary system. However, this is half-truth; the, 
whole truth is that while the establishment is responsible 


gauged by how much trust the public had in the legal 
system. “Political leadership can strengthen the 
implementation of the constitution, our institutions are 
accountable to public scrutiny and people should have 
confidence in the judiciary,” he emphasised. “Judiciary is 
also bound to observe the principle of separation of 
powers. We have taken an oath to protect the 
constitution,” he stressed. 

In his thought-provoking address, Justice Minallah has 
explained the basic thing that is a panacea to all our 
problems: if politics, democracy and supremacy of 
constitution and law are to be maintained in the country, 
the political system, political parties and_ political 
leadership will have to play an effective role. But if the 
political leaders want to only save themselves by putting 
the burden on someone else instead of fulfilling their own 
responsibility, it would be like playing with the future of 
our country. Even a cursory look at the current political 


for many issues, the political parties, too, have not played 
their due role in upholding democracy, the constitution, 
rule of law and the supremacy of parliament. Therefore, 
they are equally responsible for the mess in our political 
culture today. The politicians themselves, whether they 
belong to the government or to the opposition, must 
admit that there are huge contradictions in their words 
and deeds, 

There is no blinking at the fact that the success of a 
parliamentary system hinges on a strong, powerful 
parliament because it is the parliamentary conduct and 
procedures that determine the extent to which a 
parliamentary system functions on democratic principles. 
In essence, there are six major problems with Pakistan's 
parliamentary system: 

(1) Most Prime Ministers and members of the cabinet do 
not give importance to the parliament. Due to their 
continuous absence, irresponsibility, lack of interest in 
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the legislative proceedings, and disregard to 
parliamentary norms develop. 
(2) The Standing Committees of the Parliament are 
inactive and are not able to achieve their objectives due to 
the non-cooperation of ministers. 
(3) When important political decisions are taken behind 
closed doors, and not in the parliament, the credibility of 
the parliamentary system gets questioned. . 
(4) The power of the Prime Minister and his cabinet comes 
from the parliament. So, there is nothing to be gained if a 
premier discusses issues with his kitchen cabinet, 
and tries to run the parliamentary system from 
the outside by aremote control. 
(5) When the government is not 
accountable to the parliament 
for its decisions, and the 
opposition only plays the 
game of a conspiracy, 
instead of playing its due 
role in the parliament, it 
_Will not be possible to run 
the parliamentary system 
successfully. 
(6) If there is a conflict 
between the interests of 
the parliament and those 
of the people, or if the 
parliamentary system 
protects the interests of a 
powerful class by ignoring 
the masses, such a system 
also undermines the 
usefulness of the 
parliament. 
Although the last of the 
above six questions is 
related to the politics of a 
layman, the educated 
class of this society, too, 
understands that there is 
no solution to our 
problems in the current 
parliamentary system which 
has become a club where the 
interests of the powerful classes are 
protected. Likewise, when the status of 
parliament becomes only that of a mere debating 
club - rather than a legislative body - the common man 
will gain nothing from the discussions there, , 
There should be in-depth discussions about whether the 
supremacy of the parliamentary system is possible with a 
weak system of political parties and their internal 
undemocratic structures. Since most leaders themselves 
do not believe in fostering a democratic culture within 
their political parties and prefer to run things in a 
dictatorial way, how credible are their claims that they are 


fighting for the supremacy of parliament and democracy 
in the country? 

Similarly, along with the weakening of political Parties, 
the country's governance system and political leadership 
also face an impending decadence ‘as such pieces of 
legislation were enacted that limited the role of civil 
society in the country. However, civil society is a true 
watchdog as it reinforces public interest in politics by 
exerting pressure on the political system. Therefore, we 
need a clear and transparent roadmap to stabilize the 
parliamentary system which requires a strong 
political commitment to the system and a 
vibrant civil society. This is, however, not 
possible with mere political slogans, 
sentimental talk and pursuing 
personal interests. 
Today, with the 
emergence of powerful 
media, the state of affairs 
has drastically changed 
and there are significant 
changes in people's 
thoughts and concerms as 
well. This vehicle of 
politics will not run on an 
old engine. For this, we 
have to get out of the 
unconventional and old 
ideas and adopt the model 
of modernity. We have to 
learn from the democratic 
countries around the 
world as to how they 
developed their systems 
and how they moulded 
' themselves into a better 
democratic system. We 
can move forward only by 
learning from the 
experiences of the world, 
but the first condition for 
this is to take stock of our 
internal political and parliamen- 
tary system and find aspects of 
reform. This is the most pressing 
requirement for protecting and safeguarding our 
national interest. 

Problems do arise at the national level, but finding a 
solution to those is the core responsibility of the state, 
government and society, Only finding a path that leads us 
from problems to solutions can ensure political, social 
and economic stability and, indeed, the development and 
prosperity of our country.g) 


The Margalla 


Dialogue 
President Dr Arif Alvi exhibited statesmanship as he urged the need to 
shun destructive security paradigms and work for a world order based on rules, 
morality and ethics. Addressing the Margalla Dialogue-22 in Islamabad, he took 
no qualms in saying that had the trillions spent by the US in its obsession to 
invade Iraq and Afghanistan been diverted towards socio-economic 
development, the world would have been a better place today. While stressing 
on conflict resolution in the developing countries, he observed that Pakistan 
has been trying to come to solutions on all its fronts, but regretted that India has 
not been able to strike a chord of friendship and cooperation with it. He rightly 
coined that Delhi nurses a policy of 'no peace' with Pakistan. 

True and receptive to the theme of the Dialogue, the president unequivocally 
opposed the idea of giving veto powers to emerging nations, and, at the same 
time was also irked as to why some of the victor powers are in receipt of such 
draconian powers — an aspect that had made the world see more wars and 
mayhem. He underscored a philosophy of peace and accommodation, and 
quoted the legendary Rumi to make a point. He didn't miss out on technology, 
and pointed out the trauma of fake news and hybrid warfare, equating how 
developing states like Pakistan are confronted with a faceless enemy. 

The Margalla Dialogue 2022 edition was full of innovative approaches to 
desired policy prescriptions. As chaos and waywardness grip the world at large 
in the aftermath of the pandemic and an ensuing recession, the two-day 
proceedings under the aegis of Pakistan's premier think tank, IPRI, came out 
with an insight on the developing world's responses in all objectivity. The theme 
was ‘Navigating Great Power Competition — A Developing World Perspective’. 
It deliberated on the international order, economic crunch, climate change, 
influence of technology, and as to what will be the approach of Pakistan as it 
turns 100. Scholars, public figures, foreign dignitaries and policymakers from 
home and abroad huddled to make it a decisive moment of intellectualism. 
“The ruling ideas of each age have been the ideas of its ruling 
class.” — Karl Marx 

(Courtesy: Express Tribune) 


The writer is an expert on International Law. 
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Transgender Persons Act, 2018 


Controversy & political agenda setting 


ailed as among 
the more 
progressive laws 
on transgender rights 
globally by the International 
Commission of Jurists, the 
Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights) Act, which granted 
transgender people in Pakistan the right 
to identify themselves as male, female or 
ablend of both genders, and to have their 
identity registered on all official 
documents, including passports, national 
identification cards, driving licenses and 
educational certificates, is a subject of much debate 
in recent days. Opponents of the law claim the provision 
to choose or change one's gender is un-Islamic and 
could open the door to same-sex marriages, which 
are currently prohibited in Pakistan. On the other 
hand, supporters of this law assert that the law is 
one step towards bringing them [transgender people] at 
par with male and female citizens of the country. They 
further assert that this legislation is a revolutionary step 
towards providing inheritance rights to transgender citizens, 
and to provide them with discrimination-free health care 
treatment, access to education and jobs. In the instant article, 
the author has discussed various aspects of the law and the 
controversies related to it. 
Being shunned and annihilated from the social lexicons, 
thousands of transgender individuals in Pakistan are forced 
to beg prostitute and dance to survive. They were, perhaps, 
the children of a lesser god as they were denied even their 
fundamental rights. Then, in 2018, Pakistan made the most 
progressive move in its legislative history when the 
| Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2018, was 
passed. This historic piece of legislation aimed to protect this 
oft- neglected segment of the society by integrating them into 
the mainstream through inclusive mechanisms like 
Protecting their identity, securing their enrolment in 
education institutions, and facilitating them with health and 
employment rights. However, after four years of approval 
from both houses of Pakistan's parliament, this piece of 
legislation is in the limelight due to, perhaps, all wrong 
Teasons. The law has attracted a systematic and politically 
calculated mobilization against transgenderism through 
misinformation and propaganda and the aim seems to be to 
Create a manifesto or political agenda of the right-wing 
Parties in Pakistan which lost their ground after facing a 


Wajahat Sultan 


defeat in the 2018 elections. 
Sensing an opportunity to gain 
bac k their lost ground and political 
space to successfully devise an agenda to 
get electoral validation in urban and rural 

franchises, these parties have hopped on 

it. Getting the Transgender Act null and 

void, by mixing it with homosexual 
tendencies, through a narrative that can 
be easily spread and propagated through 
media seems their last resort. They have 
grabbed the opportunity that can expand 
their vote bank based on emotional appeals 
and religious interpretations. For instance, chief 
of Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen (MWM), Allama Raja 
Nasir Abbas, has argued that it is against the norms of 

Islamic Law to declare it as perverse and deviated 

norm from theological perspectives. 

Transgender people in Pakistan have long been 
deprived of their fundamental rights like right to 
identity. The very fundamental rights to health and 

education were also absent. The Transgender Act provided 
the mechanisms by which transgender people could 
approach the police for their security and it also established 
such institutions where the government could station them if 
they were not protected in mainstream society. 

Of late, the controversy sparked over Article 3 of the 
Transgender Act as its clause 1 allows transgender people to 
decide their personal identity on their imagination and 
mental choices. “A transgender person shall have a right to 
be recognized as per his or her self-perceived gender identity, 
as such, in accordance with the provisions of this Act,” reads 
the clause. 

Clause 4 of it, which allows a transgender person already 
having a CNIC, has been allowed to change the name and 
gender according to his or her self-perceived identity. This 
clause is being linked to homosexuality. Rightwing political 
faction shaped these clauses and acts by twisting the words. 
They interpreted that any individual can get registered as X 
category to get married to the same sex person. It is 
objectionable that politico-religious parties restricted the 
scope of the Act to homosexuality which is itself a farce 
because, in the last three years, there is no data available from 
NADRA where an individual either from a male category or 
female category tried to get his/her identity changed. It is an 
irrelevant argument that the Bill was drafted to facilitate 
homosexual integration because there is no evidence to prove 


this claim. 
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General Asim Munir a 


Son of a schoolteacher, General Asim Munir hails from a 
small family within the garrison town of Rawalpindi. 

Joined Pak army directly through the Officers Training School 
programme in Mangla rather than the Pakistan Military 
Academy, Kakul. 

Was subsequently commissioned into the military's Frontier 
Force Regiment. 

Received a prestigious award for officers known as the 
"Sword of Honour’ as top of his year at the military academy. 
Served as a commander in the Force Command Northern 
Areas (FCNA) as a Brigadier. The FCNA falls under the 
command of the X Corps. 

Appointed Director General of Military Intelligence (MI) in 
2017 

Served as DGISI from October 2018 to June 2019 

Only the second army chief who also remained head of 
Pakistan's premier spy agency ISI, General Ashfaq Pervez 
Kayani was the other COAS who served as DGISI. 


Was born at Malha! Mughlan, a village in District Chakwal 


Before he got young, his parents had died. He then ° 


continued his studies with devotion. He has no sibling alive. 
Started his army career in 1987 in Sindh Regiment after 
training at Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul. He got the 
address of his unit registered in place of his house address 
during the PMALong Course 


Served as the director-general of the military operations ° 


under former COAS Raheel Sharif from 2015-2018. In that 
role, he was part of Gen Sharifs core team at the General 
Headquarters, which supervised the military operation 
against the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan and other 
militants in North Waziristan. 

Was closely involved in the Quadrilateral Coordination 
Group that brokered intra-Afghan talks involving Pakistan, 
China, Afghanistan andthe United States 

Was a member of the Sartaj Aziz-led committee on reforms 


for Gilgit-Baltistan 


inted the Vi 
Was appo saad in 2019, Chief of General Staff, effectively 


cats im the second-most powerful person in the army 


ce Chief of the General Staffin 2018 


General Sahir ShamsShad Mirza 


> Commanded the XXX Corps, known as Triple X 
Corps—a major wing of the Pakistan army 
> Was posted as Gujranwala Corps commander, a 
position he held for two years, before being moved to 
the General Headquarters as the Quartermaster 
General. 
» Has been closely involved in shaping the Pakistan's 
security policies 
>  RecipientofHilal-e-Imtiaz (Crescent of Excellence), one of 
the highest honours given to both civilians and military 
officers of the Pakistan Armed Forces 
GenAsim was considered as a frontrunner as the government indicated 
that the principle of seniority would take precedence this time in the 
apoointment of a new chief. By ail accounts, Munir is an “outstanding 
officer’ and was recently described by Shuja Nawaz, the author of 
‘Crossed Swords’, a detailed account of the Pakistan Army's internal 
role, as “a straight arrow’, 


after the COAS. The CGS is known as the de facto army 
chief since he heads both the operational and intelligence 
directorates. 

> Was posted as corps commander Rawalpindi in October 
2021, to enable him to acquire operational experience / 
and become eligible to be considered for top posts. 

~ — Served in GOC Infantry Division, Okara, and for a 
brief period as the General Headquarters Adjutant 
General. 

» General Mirza took charge as the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) on 
November 27, in an impressive ceremony 
held at Joint Staff Headquarters, 
Rawalpindi. 

Those who know Gen Mirza closely say he 
enjoys a good reputation in the army. He is 
not involved in any controversy and 
there was not much debate about 
his candidature. 


Change of Guards 


On Nov. 24, President Dr Arif Alvi approved a 
summary sent by Prime Minister Shehbay 
Sharif for the appointment of Lt-Gen Syed Asim 
Munir as the next army chief and Lt-Gen Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza as the new Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC). The 
promotions and appointments were made under 
_ “articles 243(4) (a)&(b) and 48(1) of the 
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
read with sections 8-A and 8-D of the Pakistan 
Army Act 1952. 


——— 
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ENERGY CRISIS 


EMERGING 
ENERGY 
ORDER 


We are living in what would become a chapter in the history of the modern world ~ a significant one indeed. It isn't only about the 
geographic, but the geo-strategic. Russia's Ukraine invasion will carve out what Daniel Yergin has termed very aptly as the title of his 
recent book, The New Map. Alliances are shifting as China, Russia and Iran become closer. The latter two are also connected by the fact 
that both are the most sanctioned countries in the world. The changes are happening in every dimension and domain (and we will 
discuss them below); however, the most important is that of energy. As Europe imposed a partial ban on Russian oil, the jilted molecules 
were welcomed with arms wide open by the Asian refineries. Sanctions on Russia have triggered a change the effects of which will 


reverberate across the globe. There is an emerging energy order! 


European countries depend deeply on 
Russian oil and gas. According to 
different estimates, Russia provides 
about 40 percent of natural gas to 
Europe and more than a quarter of its 
oil. However, there are countries that depend more 
on Russia than others. A look at Fig. 1 elaborates the 
point. One of such most important economies is 
Germany. It is that very country on which a full- 
blown energy crisis is looming large as Russia is 
expected to stop its gas flows into this powerhouse 
of the European Union (EU). Germany is planning 


a 
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gas rationing as they have been warned by the IEA 
that Russia might cut its gas supplies. Authorities in 
Germany have started to prepare, moving closer to 
rationing gas which is the second stage of its 
emergency plan where the government will provide 
about 15 billion euros in order to fill up its storage 
tanks. The rationing part will follow if, and when, 
there is a complete disruption of gas. In the first 
step, the supply of gas to the industry will be 
restricted. As such whole industries are expected to 
go bankrupt or shut their businesses. The effects 
will be long-term and deep-rooted. 


689 CamScanner 


Which European Countries 
Depend on Russian Gas? 


% share of gas supply from Russia in selected 
European countries (2020 or latest available) 
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As of now, Russia has cut its gas flows through Nord 
Stream 1 which is now running at 40 percent capacity. 
This is due to the fact that a piece of equipment (a 
turbine), interestingly, was sent to Canada to be 
repaired but due to Canadian sanctions against Russia, 
its return has been delayed. However, Canada has 
announced recently that it will be sending the turbine 
back soon so as to not give an alibi to Russia. 

“As the energy crisis unfolds, Germany has warned of a 
“Lehman-like” crisis. Gas futures have jumped 85 
percent YTD (year to date).” According to the second 
stage of the emergency plan, the increase in prices can 
be passed onto the consumers. This is becoming 
certain as prices seem giving no respite: energy- 
providers are making losses and, after a certain point, 
there will come a point when these pernicious 
developments would threaten their closure. Germany 
is considering floating LNG terminals in a bid to make a 
quick shift to other producers which, by the way, might 
not be able to completely replace the 155 billion cubic 
metres of Russian gas exports to Europe. It is important 
to note here that EU has also banned majority of oil 


imports from Russia. 
As a result, the whole energy landscape has changed. 
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Gas flows have shifted their routes. Oil supplies 
have reduced from some countries but 
increased from others. LNG, coal and other 
means of energy recorded price-hikes. Despite 
all the lofty promises and announcements 
heralded at COP26 in Glasgow, the developed 
world, let alone the developing countries, has 
failed to wean itself of coal. The energy crisis, 
unfolding in Europe as we speak, has forced 
Germany to restart coal-based plants while 
many other European countries have been 
vying for conventional means of energy. Such a 
competition has set the energy prices on a 
highly bullish course. 

Higher prices have created a non-linear series 
of events in the developing countries; from 
blackouts to political unrests and higher food 
prices which we will talk about towards the end 
of this piece. Consider for now how European 
political intrigues and tensions with Russia are 
changing the overall flows of hydrocarbons. 
China recently increased its imports of Russian 
oil by 28 percent, making the latter its largest 
oil supplier overtaking Saudi Arabia. India’s 
imports also registered an increase of 786,000 
bpd. Overall sales to India from Russia have 
jumped from 8,410,000 bpd this year which is 
eight times more as compared to those in the 
last year. Western sanctions against Russia 
have gone awry so far in that the jacked up 
energy prices have provided the country with 
much-needed money. Russia was able to add $1.7 bn 
more to its revenue in May '22 as compared to April '22 
due to rising oil prices as the country's main source of 
revenue remain oil and gas exports. Besides, Russia's 
oil sales to Europe plunged to 554,000 bpd from March- 
May period, but interestingly, an almost equal amount 
was replaced by the Asian markets - 503,000 bpd out of 
which 165,000 bpd goes to China - literally rescuing the 
country. According to an estimate by JP Morgan, China 
can still buy a further million barrel of oil a day from 
Russia. 

The above section succinctly describes the shifts 
happening in the world of energy. These shifts, as 
mentioned above, are having grave effects also on 
countries like Pakistan. 

With tensions escalating persistently, the Russia- 
Ukraine war continues to haunt the global socio- 
economic contours. Amidst the catastrophic 
conundrum, some of the countries are solely focused 
on joining Nato, Countries like Finland and Sweden are 
on the course to join Nato while Moldova and Ukraine 
have been assigned the Nato candidacy. Being 
threatened by the growth in Nato's membership, Putin 
has véhemently warned that if Nato builds 
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infrastructure in Finland or Sweden, Russia will 
‘respond in kind’. If Putin is given a chance to further 
escalate the war, chances are that this war will have 
grave consequences for global energy markets; 
consequently, the energy crisis will be certainly hitting 
hard, especially the developing countries like Pakistan. 
Even the puissant countries, like Germany, are on the 
brink of energy crisis. Recently, IEA has issued a 
warning that Germany will face a serious energy crisis 
as Russia might stop its gas flows to the country. In 
order to avert the crisis, the policymakers in Germany 


have called for emergency measure. From passing the: 


cost to consumers, the energy-providers will initiate 
gas rationing that will threaten the companies in 
chemical, aluminum and glass industries. 

Although Russia saw a decline of around 554, 000 bpd 
of oil demand from Europe from March to May, Asia 
came to the rescue by buying 503,000 bpd. 
Interestingly, the LNG that was previously going to Asia 
will now be going to Europe which will drive LNG prices 
to momentous highs. According to Platts, the US, in 
particular, has increased its exports to the EU. 

This hullabaloo will have a dire impact on countries like 
Pakistan, which are far from the radius of the Ukrainian 
crisis, yet bear the brunt of the mayhem. Pakistan has 
been forced to import fuel oil to replace LNG. Fuel oil 
imports hit a 4-year high in June. Pakistan has already 
been facing critical energy shortages with long, 
frequent blackouts. Meanwhile South Asia is experienc- 
ing an unprecedented heatwave with temperatures 
reaching 50 degree Celsius. 

Unlike the German policymakers, those in corridors of 
power in Pakistan are not well prepared for the looming 
crisis. Pakistan LNG Limited (PLL) [a subsidiary of 
Government Holdings (Private) Limited (GHPL), is 
owned by the Pakistan government. Jt has 
the mandate to procure Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) to meet the country's gas 
requirements] has been issuing tenders to 
get its hands on more cargoes, but to no 
avail. Jt will also not be able to get two 
cargoes from Qatar arranged for August. 
The government is now on Course to face a 
shortfall of 500 mmefd. The lack of LNG will 
only exacerbate the current electricity crisis 
in Pakistan. The total shortfall of electricity 
currently hovers around 7,000 MW, with 
total power generation at 24,G36MW. 
According to Bloomberg, Pakistan needs $41 
billion over the next 12 months to avert a 
full-blown economic crisis. 

The economic and energy fate of countries 
like Pakistan is now more reliant than ever 
on European politics. Due to various 
reasons, including, but certainly not limited 
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to, tensions between Russia and the EU and the fact that 
Europe is trying to secure as much LNG as possible, 
energy prices have reached levels that developing 
countries like Pakistan cannot afford. According to an 
estimate, during the current fiscal year, the LNG cost 
for the country will touch $5 billion which is twice the 
amount spent on this during the last year. Furthermore, 
Pakistan's LNG imports saw a drop of 15 percent due to 
the factors mentioned above while those of Europe 
have surged by 50 percent. 

The Nord Stream 1 pipeline is undergoing the 
maintenance protocols and there are apprehensions 
that it might not come online again. Consequently, 
natural gas prices, and the prices of alternatives such 
as coal, will skyrocket. This havoc will plunge Pakistan 
further into blackouts and will place extraordinary 
pressure on the national exchequer. Interestingly, it 
will have a domino effect as natural gas is a major input 
in fertilizers industry; hence, its high prices will impact 
the availability of food stocks. It will further worsen the 
food crisis resulting in rising inflation and widening 
social divide. 

The whole situation perfectly fits what Adam Tooze 
describes as the Polycrisis in his book, The Shutdown. 
The political is colliding with the economic; the 
ideological is locking horns with the pragmatic. Until or 
unless there is a halt in the fight between Russia and 
Ukraine, developing countries like Pakistan will find 
themselves between the devil and the deep blue sea, 
striving to balance the economy and the expectations 
of the people. 

It's ironic how a country with zero geographic and 
economic proximity is being driven by the events 
happening in a region that is known for its liberal 
democratic ideals. 


LNG in Europe: Ready or Not? 


European countries with the most operational/plannec 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) import terminals (Apri! 2022) 
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Itis evident from the above examples that there is anew 
energy order in the making. This will not only impact 
the global energy markets and prices but will also leave 
a serious imprint on the whole international financial 
system. While the rumors that US dollar will be replaced 
with yuan seem exaggerated, it will not be absurd to 
believe that we are witnessing a critical juncture where 
the decline of US dollar has begun. It is important to 
note here that dollar will not ‘collapse’, as some observe 
predict, but it will certainly have a slow yet gradual 
decline. Today, about 62 percent of global reserves are 
held in US dollar as compared to one percent in yuan. A 
whopping six trillion dollars are spent every day and 90 
percent of global transactions are made in the 
greenback - its collapse will also be that of the world 
economy. 
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But, some cracks are appearing. Saudi Arabia | 
and others are willing and eager to use yuan to 
settle down oil trade. India has recently paid in 
yuan to China for Russian coal. While such | 
developments only amount to a single drop in 
an ocean, they speak much about the overall 
trends. BRICS is also expanding. Recently, Iran 
and Argentina have shown interest to join the 
group while Turkey, Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
also seem inclined to become a member. The 
group, with a land mass of 27 percent of that 
of the world, has a population of 4.) billion 
people which is around 40 percent of the 
global population. The combined GDP of the 
BRICS countries stands al an inpressive 
$24.44 trillion - a quarter of the global GDP 
(now about to touch $100 trillion). 
The new energy order will see such groups 
coalesce as sanctions, unpredictable policies 
by the West and their vested interests have 
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The Biggest Liquefied 
Natural Gas Exporters 


Countries exporting the most liquefied 
natural gas in 2021 (in billion cubic meters) 
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kept the global economy rickety during the past few 
years, Along with BRI and RCEP (Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership), China is a 
member of BRICS also. Any further initiatives and 
developments happening in the Eastern hemisphere 
and/or involving these countries will de facto be led by 
China, As such the diplomatic, military and economic 
prowess of the country will continue to grow. This is 
also true in terms of energy where China is the largest 
consumer of oil and also a leader in investment in 
renewables. China is also the largest producer of wind 
and solar energy. It also controls the whole supply 
chain of Rare Earth Elements — materials that are 
literally the building blocks of the modern economy. 
The war in Ukraine, amongst many other 
developments, is reshaping the very energy landscape. 
We will see an increased usage of LNG. Russia is finding 
new home for its products while European countries 
are trying to get alternatives for their oil and gas from 
their neighbors. The biggest effect this war has had is 
the reality check given to the ambitious and unrealistic 
energy transition plans. Coal plants are restarting, oil 
being stored and king coal has made a tremendous 
comeback. 

As we are in the second half of the current year, the 
world, policymakers and observers should be ready to 
behold some most drastic structural changes in the 


world of energy. & 
(With contributions from Hira Shah) 


The writer is an international Energy and Economic 
Analyst. His interests include macroeconomy, com- 
modities, complex systems and history 
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UNRAVELLING THE REAL TRUTH BEHIND 


When I was 
invited to 
contribute this story 

to World Times Magazine 
recently, | determined that 
the theme of the piece would focus on my 
view that the growing global energy crisis is 
entirely the creation of government energy and 
climate policies, mainly those adopted by governments 
in Europe and North America over the first 22 years of this 
century. 

Make no mistake about this: The world does not currently 
face any real shortage of crude oil. There is no real 
shortage of natural gas. And certainly, there is not 
remotely any real shortage of coal, for goodness' sake. By 
the same token, the uranium required to supply nuclear 
power to societies in need of zero carbon emission energy 
all over the world exists in overwhelmingly plentiful 
reserves. 

Yet, there is no question that the world today is in the 
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GLOBAL 


David Blackmon 


midst of a _ serious 
energy crisis, one that 
grows increasingly severe by 
the day. Why is that? The answer 
is obvious: Government policies 
designed to restrict the production and 
distribution of these plentiful energy 
mineral resources, policies that have emanated 
most prominently from the governments in the 
Western world that dominate the discussions held and 
agreements entered into at the global climate conferences 
that serve as gathering spots for huge fleets of carbon- 
spewing private jets and massive yachts in places like 
Paris and Glasgow each year. 
These Western governments collectively decided in the 
early years of this century to focus their policymaking 
largesse on three chosen rent-seeking industries: wind 
power, solar power and electric vehicles. Indeed, Elon 
Musk, the genius that he undoubtedly is, literally built his 
now-massive Tesla enterprise by leveraging an array of US 
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government tax credits, low-interest loans and subsidies 
as his main source of capital in the company's early years. 
No one should begrudge Mr Musk for adopting that 
strategy: All he did was to accurately identify a set of 
government rents for him to seek that were designed to 
promote exactly the company he created. It really is a form 
of genius. 
But, in addition to offering the massive array of 
government rents for these industries to seek, these 
governments adopted a second prong to 
their approach: that of adopting 
overt actions designed to 
suppress competing industries, 
like oil, gas, coal and nuclear. 
The finding 15 years ago that 
plant food - carbon dioxide - 
that exists as basically a 
rounding error trace element 
in our atmosphere is actually 
a pollutant and that 
mankind's tiny contribu- 
tion to that trace element is 
going to burn up the world 
in 100 years or so 
provided the rationale 
required take such 
suppressive efforts to a 
global scale. 
This “finding” has served 
as the basis for these 
governments in the West 
to enact increasingly 
restrictive sets of climate 
regulations targeting those 
disfavored industries, and 
also to put pressure on big 
banks and private equity 
groups to adopt the 
propaganda of the ESG 
(Environment, Social, 
Governance) movement and 
make it harder and harder for 
so-called “fossil fuel” and 
nuclear companies to obtain 
capital required to fund their 
major projects. It has also 
served as the base justification for 
irrational policy actions like bans on hydraulic fracturing 
and development of oil, natural gas and coal resources in 
countries like the UK, France, Spain and most importantly, 
in Germany, whose governments have consistently 
pressured the EU to impose similar policies on all member 
nations. 
In North America, the United States and Canadian 
governments have moved in similar policy directions, 
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with the 4-year interruption of the Trump administration 
as the only pause in this momentum. The Orwellian- 
named “Inflation Reduction Act” voted out along partisan 
lines by the US Senate on August 7 is just the latest 
example of this kind of climate alarm-based 
policymaking, being as it is simply another tranche of 
funding for the “Green New Deal” introduced by former 
bartender Alexandria Ocasio Cortez back in 2019. 
Truly, we have the wrong class of people making these 
enormously important policy decisions on our behalf. 
As luck would*‘have it, two key stories out of Germany 
broke as I was getting down to deciding 
what to write about all of 
this. The first story, 
reported by the UK's 
Globe and Mail, reported 
on the news that the 
German government has 
now become so desperate 
for fossil fuels coming 
from anywhere other than 
Mother Russia that its 
parliament will debate a bill 
to repeal its irrational ban on 
hydraulic fracturing, the first 
key step to attempting to 
exploit its own known massive 
oil and natural gas resources. 
Allit took was a major war and 
a global energy crisis for the 
Germans to get around to 
considering this. Remember: 
Just 12 months ago, the 
German government was still 
peddling its fantasy of an 
energy paradise with no 
fossil fuels, no nuclear 
power and where all energy 
needs would be fulfilled by 
beautiful giant windmills 
and solar arrays covering 
tens of thousands of acres 
of land. Now, the 
government is not only 
debating the repeal of its 
irrational fracking ban, but also 
considering coming up with billions of dollars to fund a 
new natural gas pipeline from Portugal to Berlin. Itis quite 
the shiftin attitudes and posturing. 
The second story, though, is even better than that. 
Reuters reported on August 11 that German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz urged his adoring public in a major speech to 
“count on us” to deliver on energy policy as winter 


approaches. 
Why, yes, of course. If you can't count on the government 


of Germany to deliver where energy policy is concerned, 
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well, who can you count on? 

Here's an excerpt from the Reuters story: 

“German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Thursday promised a 
new package of measures, including tax relief, to help 
people struggling with rising prices and higher energy bills 
in the wake of the pandemic and Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine. 

Speaking at his first annual summer press conference, a 
tradition he inherited from predecessor Angela Merkel, 
Scholz said such measures would still mean sticking to the 
government's debt brake going into next year. 

"Citizens can count on us not to abandon them," he told 
journalists in Berlin. 

After taking power in December, Scholz's Social Democrat- 
led government has grappled with the fallout of the war in 
Ukraine, which has driven up gas prices and led to a shake- 
up of Germanenergy, defence and foreign policy. 

The government has introduced an energy 
levy to ease the strain for 
companies buckling under high 
prices, and is combining that 
with relief measures for 
struggling households.” 

Like the Biden administration 
and officials in European 
governments, the Reuters 
writers attempt to pin the 
blame for all of this on 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and his heinous war 
on Ukraine. But the reality 
is that the government of 
Germany, among all other 
government entities on 
the face of the earth, is 
more responsible than 
any in having delivered the 
world into its current severe and growing 

energy crisis. 

° It was the German government, led by then- 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, that decided to forego 
development of its own natural mineral resources, 
implement the aforementioned ban on fracking, and 
become stupidly dependent on Russia, a nation with a 
long history of hostile actions towards Germany and the 
rest of Europe and the world, as the alternative; 

° It was the German government, led by Frau 
Merkel, that decided that it, among all nations, should: 
lead the world in attempting to force a wrong-headed and 
premature transition to renewables that anyone with any 
understanding of physics and thermodynamics knows are 
entirely incapable of displacing fossil fuels and nuclear 
power; 

e It was the German government, led next by 
Scholz, that began to lead the panicked effort during the 
summer of 2021 to finally, at long last, try to secure 
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alternative supplies of oil and natural gas when the wing 
suddenly stopped blowing in Europe and wind power 
predictably failed to live up to its lofty promises (just ask 
Gavin Newsom and Greg Abbott about how that goes); 

All of that and so much more took place long before Putin 
began massing troops on Russia's border with Ukraine, 
Those events, led by the German government, in fact 
provided Putin with the geopolitical leverage he knew he 
needed to successfully execute his war on Ukraine. 

Were it not for the irrational energy policy decisions by the 
German government, motivated as they were by the quasi- 
religious dogma of climate alarmism, there would almost 
certainly never have been any Russian war on Ukraine. It is 
,in the wake of all that history of the missteps, deceptions 
and failures where energy policy is concerned that 
Chancellor Scholz now asks the average German citizen to 
“count onus” to do the right thing this time. 

The lack of any sense of self-awareness is truly 


breathtaking. 
What this should all illustrate for the 


average reader is a single 
compelling truth about 
this energy transition: 
We have the wrong class 
of people making these 
vitally important energy 
policy decisions for the 
rest of us. The people 
making those decisions are 
all a part of the class of 
international elites, the 
wealthy and powerful of our 
society, mostly from the 
developed nations of the West, 
whose lives will be minimally 
impacted - if impacted at all - 
by the terrible hardships and 
mass human deprivations their 
decisions will inevitably cause. 
Most heavily impacted by these inevitable 
consequences we see already coming about will, of course, 
be the poorest citizens in developing nations who enjoy 
none of the trappings of Western elitism or the power that 
derives from the holding of high public office. 
This is the hard truth about this growing energy crisis, one 
underpinned entirely by irrational energy policy choices 
made by the wrong class of people. It is a truth none of us 
should be reluctant to tell. 


David Blackmon is an energy-related public policy 
analyst/consultant based in Mansfield, TX. David enjoyed 
a 40-year career in the oil and gas industry, the last 23 
years of which were spent in the public policy arena, 
managing regulatory and legislative issues for various 

, companies. 
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akistan'sEnergy Crisis, 


Causes and 
Way Forward 


For one and a half decades, Pakistan has been 
facing an acute energy crisis that has brought 
catastrophic consequences for the country's 
growth and development. The situation 
particularly became worse in late 2000 when 
Pakistanis were, suddenly, made to face power outages, 
commonly known as load-shedding, for 16-18 
hours a day. Although successive 
governments since then have y 
undertaken measures to curb the y 
crisis, the shortfall in power /_— a 
generation and demand rises frees ++ 
again and again like a phoenix 3% 
with ever-widening repercus- 
sions for national security, 
finance, development and 
politics. However, this time, 
the situation is particularly 
worrisome as Pakistan is 
already passing through a 
turbulent political phase and the 
Shahbaz Sharif-led coalition 
government has little political and 

financial space to introduce much- 
needed market reforms in the power 
sector. Resultantly, experts believe, the power 
crisis would continue to rattle the national economy in 
the coming months. Having said that, understanding the 
underlying causes of the recurrent energy crisis is 
pertinent here to suggest some practical remedies for 
resolving this conundrum, once and for all. 
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Though the year 2007 was the turning point in this 
context as Pakistan faced a‘shortfall after witnessing 
years of surplus power; the crisis, however, was long in the 
making. It is a story of neglect, short-sightedness and 
criminal dereliction of duties. In the 1980s, alittle over 60 
percent of total electricity generation used to come 
from hydel sources. No project of significant 

nature was executed throughout the 80s 

despite the whopping population and 

industrial growth. Resultantly, 

» during the early 90s, there 
pes emerged a shortfall of 2000MW 
peel even though only 40 percent of 
ek the country's total population 
had access to electricity. It was 
estimated that an annual 
addition of 960-1300 MW was 
required to meet the 8 percent 
per annum increase in demand. 
But the long gestation period of 
hydro projects, lack of resources 
and disputed political nature of 
Kalabagh Dam and other such 
projects meant that hydropower 
generation was a non-starter. The 
government launched a power conversion 
policy in 1994 and offered an attractive package of 
incentives, albeit unsustainable in the long run, to 
encourage private investment in the power sector. The 
Private Power and Infrastructure Board was established to 


provide one-window facilitation by the government of 
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Pakistan. Since then, PPIB has attracted US$23 billion 
investment in 40; Independent power producing plants 
with a total installed capacity of 18211MW, or around 50 
percent of the total installed capacity of Pakistan 
(Pakistan Economic Survey 2021-22). Hence, within a few 
decades, Pakistan's energy mix has undergone a drastic 
transformation, and now thermal energy has the largest 
share in power generation. This shift has created two 
interlinked problems. 

First, Pakistan's power sector has become extremely 
vulnerable to external shocks in the global supply of oil, 
gas and coal, and, resultantly, frequent adjustments in 
tariffs have become an inevitable in power-sector 
management. 

Secondly, the policy led to surplus power-generation 
capacity which had to be paid for in dollars whether the 
government utilized it or not. The dependency on 
imported oil, gas and coal has resulted in higher prices, 
making it difficult for consumers and the government to 
clear outstanding power bills and subsidies. This has 
triggered the second major constraint in sustainable 
power generation, transmission and distribution: circular 
debt. 

Circular debt is a 
cascade of unpaid bills, 
non-payment of 
subsidies, and low 
recoveries where 
receivables of one 
component of the 
power sector become a 
liability of another. 
Circular debt has 
become a major drag on 
the efficient and 
smooth operation of 
IPPs, and despite 
surplus installed power 
generation capacity, 
power outages continue to drain the 
national economy. Technical losses 
(poor conductors, weak and dilapidated 
grids, transmission and distribution 
infrastructure, low time-to-time 
Maintenance), non-technical losses 
(electricity theft, meter-tempering and 
unpaid bills), gross mismanagement 
and widespread corruption in 
distribution companies (Discos) are the 
biggest source of circular debt in 
Pakistan. The inability of Discos to clear 
their outstanding dues to the Central 
Power Purchasing Authority (CPPA) 
cripples the ability of the government 
to pay capacity payment charges to 
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IPPs, public-owned generation companies and WAPD,. 
Consequently, the generation segment of power supply 
cannot pay its outstanding dues to fuel-provide; 
companies. As a result, generation companies either shyt 
down their plants or scale down the power generation, 
And the vicious cycle goes on, and circular debt keeps on, 
mounting. In FY13, circular debt was PKR460 billion 
which reached PKR1.1 trillion in 2018. Despite allocating 
and spending enormous amounts in the efforts to retire 
the circular debt, the situation has remained worrisome. 
so much so that the debt had reached a whopping PKR2,4 
trillion by March 2022. The gravity of the situation can be 
gauged from the fact that it represents 3.8 percent of GDp 
and constitutes 5.6 percent of total public debt. If the 
situation remains unaddressed, it is estimated that 
circular debt would reach PKR four trillion by 2025. The 
chronic problem of circular debt has emerged as one of 
the biggest hurdles in ensuing uninterrupted and 
uninterruptible power supply. 
In recent years, the LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) crisis has 
become a major source of disruption in power supply in 
Pakistan. Its share in the total installed capacity of 
Pakistan (40,000MW, Pakistan Economic Survey) 
has reached 25 percent. On the other hand, natural 
gas reserves in Pakistan are fast depleting due to 
population increase, politically determined 
| distribution of natural gas, and rapid 
industrialization over the decades. Pakistan ranks 
| 29th among countries having natural gas reserves, 
| and our daily production is around four billion 
» cubic feet; hence, we have 12 years of gas left at the 
current rate of consumption. To make up for the 
increasing demand, the government of Pakistan 
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made a government-to-government 15-year contract with 
Qatar on a take-or-pay basis and arranged with four other 
private vendors. These arrangements generally provide 
87 percent of total LNG shipped into Pakistan. The 
remaining 13 percent of LNG is made up of spot 
procurement. Currently, LNG import is essential to run 
3,500MW power plants. 

But multiple factors are hindering LNG import in Pakistan. 
To reduce the reliance of Europe on Russian gas, the Biden 
administration has prevailed on producers and 
distributors to supply gas to Europe at whatever price. 
This geopolitical confrontation has significantly 
increased the price of LNG, and Pakistan cannot simply 
compete with the buying power of Europe. Increasingly, 
LNG import is becoming expensive and unreliable too, and 
it is the single factor responsible for 10-18 hours of 
nationwide load shedding a day. Unless the government 
comes up with a viable long-term alternative to generate 
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power, the situation would remain precarious and could 
even exacerbate. Last year, Pakistan imported $3.4 billion 
worth of LNG and it helped meet almost 25 percent of the 
total demand. The LNG import bill is set to increase by $32 
billion by 2030. The problems of circular debt in the gas 
sector, which has worryingly reached PKR650 billion last 
year, have further added fuel to the fire. LNG is 5-10 times 
expensive than domestically sourced gas; therefore, 
continuing reliance on LNG for power generation and 
meeting residential demand is tantamount to squander- 
ing precious reserves of an already floundering economy. 
The excessive reliance on imported fuel for power 
generation could have been ably handled had our 
policymakers and institutions adopted some far-sighted 
policies. For instance, the abundant potential for non- 
renewable power generation, if exploited fully, would 
have ensured cheaper energy security, reduced carbon 
emissions, and helped Pakistan save up to $5 billion for 
the next 20 years (World Bank). Pakistan has been blessed 
with abundant wind, solar and hydropower generation 
opportunities. Hydropower generation potential has been 
estimated to be 60,000MW out of which we are only 
exploiting 10 percent. Though high investment costs for 
installing hydroelectric plants, resettlement of affected 
population or high evacuation and transmission costs can 
be cited as a reason for below-optimal generation, wind 
and solar could have been developed. Particularly, 
abysmally low solar power generation is a matter of grave 
concern. The total contribution of solar power to national 
power generation is 1.4 percent which reflects poorly on 
the performance of the Alternative Energy Development 
Board (AEDB). World Bank estimated in 2021 that if 
Pakistan optimally utilizes only 0.017 percent of its area, 
it can easily meet the country's total energy demand. 
Likewise, wind power potential is also a massively 
underutilized area. Pakistan has several well-known wind 
corridors and 10 percent of its windiest areas have 7.8 
m/s wind velocity that is enough to generate 50,000MW of 
power. But we are generating hardly 1985MW - only 4.8 
percent of total electricity generation. Hence, criminal 
neglect vis-a-vis efficient development of alternative 
power resources has led to a situation where the state of 
Pakistan cannot provide even the fundamental 
requirement of life. 

The increasing volume of subsidies earmarked for power 
and other sectors has also become a major issue. In FY 
2022-23, the Federal government has allocated PKR 699 
billion for subsidies and almost 80 percent of total 
subsidies will end up in the power sector. A major chunk 
of this subsidy goes to Discos as tariff differential. In 
other words, the government pays Discos in order to 
enable charge at the tariff rate stipulated by the power 
regulator — NEPRA. Hence, Discos don't have to worry 
about increasing volumes of receivables due to customers 
as the government is there to cover their operational 


All in One - Book XIV | 205 


CamScanner 


ENERGY CRISES 


losses. This policy, though politically beneficial, has led to 
a situation where Discos do not find any incentives to 
improve their efficiency and curb technical and non- 
technical line losses. In short, energy mix transformation, 
circular debt, the poor performance of AEDB, policy 
defects and financially unsustainable allocation of 
subsidies have combined to create major impediments to 
power generation and distribution. The status quo 
approach is not in national interest; therefore, some 


remedial measures are urgently required. 

First things first, there is no silver bullet to resolve this 
conundrum of energy. As it has been earlier mentioned 
that the current energy mix (64 percent thermal, 30 
percent hydropower, and 6 percent nuclear) is financially 
unsustainable, therefore, the transformation of this mix 
in favor of indigenous fossil fuel-based and alternative 
resources should be sought on an immediate basis. The 
boom-and-bust cycle of surplus power generation 
followed by acute underinvestment in power generation 
could also have been avoided if AE is given due 
importance. Competitive bidding to reduce installation 
and operation costs, strengthening of Alternative Energy 
Development Board, custom relaxation on the import of 
solar and wind equipment, and establishing advanced 
research cells in universities could help Pakistan expedite 
the journey towards indigenization of power generation. 
Pakistan has been following an electricity market model 
that is dominated by single buyer — Central Power 
Purchasing Authority. The monopoly of CPPA is 
responsible for circular debt and higher prices for 
consumers. It has also disincentivized distribution 
companies to overhaul their billing and 
distribution mechanism. The ultimate 
objective of power sector reforms of the 
1990s was to develop an electricity 
market where power prices would be 
competitive and determined by 
market dynamics, not by the 
government or any other regulator. 
However, we have failed to do so. In 
realization of this systematic 
drawback in the power sector, 
NEPRA approved Competitive 
Trading Bilateral Contract Market in 
November 2021 to introduce a wholesale 
electricity market in Pakistan. Under this 
CTBTCM market model, bulk power consumers 
(those consuming IMW power or more) would be 
entitled to purchase power either from ex-WAPDA 
distribution companies or any other supplier of their 
choice at a negotiated and competitive price. But this 
model lacks serious defects. The first and foremost 
condition for the proper functioning of the market is the 
credit worthiness of buyers, that is buyers should be 
financially viable, and they must have a good reputation. 


206 | All in One - Book XIV 


CPEC Energy Projects- PPIB 
(11,648 MW) 


Azad pattan 
% 
Suki Kinari, 
8% 


Kohala, 10% 


Oracle, 11% 11% 


11% 
ae a 


Shanghaj S 


11% 


Thal Nova 
3% Thar Energy 


Port Qasim 
11% 


Engro, 6% Gawadar, 3% 


Almost all of our Discos are at loss. They do not have any 
semblance of creditworthiness that sellers would find 
acceptable. Secondly, would-be resellers in the market — 
Generation Companies both IPPs and_ state-owned 
GENCOs — are bound by a take or pay contract agreement 
with the government. The government cannot simply 
withdraw from the agreements. Resultantly, Discos are 
neither in a position to make a direct agreement for 
buying electricity from GENCOs nor they can provide 
sovereign guarantees. Hence, the government 
would continue to provide guarantees to 
generation companies. In addition, Discos 
lack the human capacity as well to 
undertake that complex process of 
procurement of electricity. 
Therefore, this reform is not going 
to have any substantial impact on 
the current power sector. 
Conservation of power should also 
be considered important. Maximum 
usage of daylight by early closure of 
markets should be made sure. 
Pakistan can ill-afford the continuing 
problem of energy shortage as it hits the 
economy hardest. A whole-scale 
institutional approach should be pursued with 
a nationwide consensus. All reforms would hinge 
upon a national-level leadership that is willing to sacrifice 
its short-term political considerations over long-term 
national objectives of sustainable growth and 
development. & 
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The writer is a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 
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The Rise of 
aliban 
and 


Pakistan's 
Foreign 
Policy 


Since the independence of 
Pakistan, the troubled relations 
with Afghanistan have always 
occupied the foreign policy 
agenda of Islamabad. The acute sense of insecurity due to the hostile attitude of India forced Pakistan to 
see Afghanistan as an important component of its larger security framework to deter aggression by its arch-rival. 
Afghanistan, on the other hand, viewed Pakistan as an occupying state and started armed incursions, instigated insurgency, 
fanned ethnic nationalism and other subversive activities to undermine the writ of the state of Pakistan in the Pukhtoon- 
dominated belt. Resultantly, Pakistan's military leadership viewed Afghanistan-led destabilizing efforts as a component of a 
nefarious design hatched by India to squeeze Pakistan on two fronts. That strategic thinking explains Pakistan's active and 
heavy involvement in two Afghan wars: in the 1980s against the Soviet Union and then War against Terror (2001-2021). 
Pakistan has had paid a heavy price for being a part of these wars as it saw rise in crimes, political instability, sectarianism, 
intolerance, drug abuse and Kalashnikov culture inside its territory. The economic, political, diplomatic, social and 
psychological cost of this involvement has been massive and the country is struggling to cope with the aftermath of these 
wars. The situation has become more precarious in the wake of the Taliban's ascendency to power and the fall of Kabul on 
August 15, 2021. The Taliban regime has created many challenges and opportunities for Pakistan's policymakers and that is 


the topic of discussion in the instant article. 


208 | All in One - Book XIV 


CamScanner 


The cross-border infiltration, 
repatriation of Afghan 
refugees, counterterrorism 
policy, harbouring of terrorist 
organizations and tariff and 
non-tariff barriers in bilateral and transit 
trade are some issues that have 
contributed to the trust deficit between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan and marred the 
bilateral ties. The return of Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan did create some 
enthusiasm in security and political circles 
of Pakistan that these long-standing 
disputes could be resolved now and both 
states would embark on a journey of 
peaceful co-existence, non-interference in 
each other's affairs and respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. But till 
today, these hopes, aspirations, and 
wishes largely remain a pipe dream. 
Nonetheless, the presence of a pro- 
Pakistan regime in Afghanistan does 
provide some opportunities that have been 
discussed below. 

Throughout the War on Terror, the US-backed Kabul 
administration — first Hamid Karzai and the Ashraf Ghani 
— maintained close working relations with India which 
allowed the latter to manipulate the former’s signature 
political instability, weak writ of the state and social strife 
to further its strategic interests: destabilization of 
Pakistan through training, arming and financing anti- 
Pakistan terrorist organizations, particularly TTP and 
many ethno-nationalist Baloch outfits. This structural 
presence of India in war-torn Afghanistan resulted in 
unending terrorism inflicted by these organizations. In 
2011, US Defence Secretary stirred up a storm by 
acknowledging that India was utilizing Afghanistan's soil 
to fan terrorism in Pakistan. He commented: “India has 
over the years financed problems for Pakistan in 
Afghanistan.” The emergence of the Taliban as ultimate 
power-holders in Kabul does serve the ultimate goal of 
Pakistan - denying India any strategic space in 
Afghanistan. The ouster of Ashraf Ghani administration 
and the meltdown of the Afghan National Army raised 
hope in Pakistan that India's role in Afghanistan will 
gradually diminish. With the Taliban regime effectively 
consolidating its power, it now stands clear that India has 
effectively been pushed out of the game as it no longer 
wields any influence there. Pakistan's leading role in the 
pre- and post-Taliban eras has ensured India ouster from 
the multilateral arrangement that is working for 
Afghanistan's economic reconstruction and _ political 
Stability. Whether it is the Extended Troika, which 
includes China, Pakistan, Russia and the United States, or 
Beijing and Moscow-led different initiatives, India is no 
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more present in the equation. 

Taliban's rise has helped Pakistan emerge prominently on 
the international stage in efforts to tackle economic, 
humanitarian and political crises of Afghanistan. Close 
relations with Taliban leadership have given some 
leverage to Pakistan that the Foreign Office can employ to 
further other national interests. The significance of 
Pakistan in the resolution of the Afghan conundrum is 
evident from the fact that multiple US officials have 
explicitly acknowledged that they desire a key role of 
Pakistan in resolving the problems of the post-withdrawal 
Afghanistan. In the wake of the Extended Troika for 
Afghanistan meeting, held in China on March 31, 2022, the 
US State Department Spokesperson noted: all countries 
(Pakistan, China, Russia, and the US in particular) have a 
good degree of leverage with Taliban and Extended Troika 
has been a constructive forum in the past. He further 
added that the US interests were aligned with other 
members’ including Pakistan as well. Although Pak-US 
relations have hit a rock after the diplomatic cable issue 
that explicitly expressed displeasure over the policies of 
the PTI government, the very expression of the desire to 
have an active role of Pakistan in Afghanistan's affairs 
speaks volumes about the important role of Pakistan. 
During the tenure of Prime Minister Imran Khan, the 
government took various initiatives to shift the traditional 
diplomacy of Pakistan from a geostrategic approach to 
geoeconomic one. In realization of the fact that self- 
reliance and economic health is the bedrock of 
independent foreign policy, PM Khan and Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi spotlighted on various occasions 
the paradigm shift in strategic thinking in Pakistan. For 
instance, while addressing the Foreign Services 
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Probationers in December 2021, he remarked that it was 
the first time that Pakistan has reoriented the thrust of its 
diplomatic efforts towards economic benefits and 
prosperity. Pakistan Foreign Office instructed all its 
embassies abroad to systematically explore markets to 
end product and market concentrations of the country's 
exports. Pakistan put in place, inter alia, Strategic 
Engagement Plan with European Union, Strategic 
Economic Framework with Turkey and Engage Africa 
Initiative to explore untapped markets. On the policy- 
formulation front, National Security Division, with an aim 
to codify these efforts, first organized the first Islamabad 
Security Dialogue that emphasized upon the economic 
security of Pakistan and later on, formally unveiled the 
first-ever National Security Policy document back in 
January 2022 to place economic security at the heart of 
national security. In this backdrop, the consolidation of 
the Taliban regime has given Pakistan a huge opportunity 
to execute this economic diplomacy. 


wie 
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The westward extension of CPEC is one such avenue that 
can be explored. Right after assuming power in August 
2021, the Taliban wished to join CPEC and it was 
reciprocated warmly by Pakistan. Recently, China 
formally decided to invite Afghanistan to this 
infrastructure project. In his first visit to Afghanistan in 
March, Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, said that 
Beijing welcomed Afghanistan's active participation in 
Belt and Road Initiative and was willing to push for 
extending CPEC to Afghanistan to utilize this project as a 
conduit for regional connectivity. China has also shown 
interest in mineral development in Afghanistan and asked 
the regime not to allow terrorists on the Afghan soil. 
Pakistan Foreign Office along with other relevant 
departments must seize upon this opportunity and 
convince China to invest in Afghanistan as well. Increased 
Chinese presence in this region is best suited for regional 
peace and prosperity. 

Having discussed some potential strategic advantages 
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that Pakistan has reaped, or can extract, from the 
Taliban's takeover of Kabul, there are some areas where 
the Taliban have yet to address Pakistan's grievances. One 
such grievance is the recognition of the Durand Line - the 
boundary line between Pakistan and Afghanistan drawn in 
1893. Even though this 2649km-long border is 
internationally recognized, Afghanistan's rulers never 
accepted this and even claimed Kabul's sovereignty down 
to the Indus River. Pakistan responded furiously and this 
issue further deteriorated when Islamabad decided to 
fence this largely porous border to stop the infiltration of 
illegal immigrants and cross-border movement of 
terrorists. Pakistan did hope that the Taliban would 
recognize this border and both sides would cooperate to 
put in place an effective border-management mechanism 
to regulate cross-border movement. But these high hopes 
hit a rock when the Taliban's field commanders uprooted 
the fence from multiple locations and Taliban higher 
officials were reported showing concerns over the fencing 
of the Durand Line. Afghan Defence Ministry 
Spokesperson termed the erecting of fencing 
illegal. Taliban spokesperson, Zabiullah Mujahid 
also opposed the fencing of the border by saying: 
“The Afghans are unhappy and oppose the 
fencing. The fencing has separated the people 
and divided the families.” Although later on, in 
December 2021, both sides agreed that further 
fencing would be carried out through consensus, 
the Taliban have certainly not helped in settling 
this longstanding matter. It is also important to 
note that the Taliban refused to recognize 
Durand Line when they first came to power in 
1996 and it is apparent now that they are ina 
mood to settle this dispute once and for all. 
Durand Line would continue to be an apple of 
discord between the two countries, and Pakistan 
Foreign Office would have to launch concerted 
efforts to resolve that. 

It is an open secret now that previous US-backed 
administrations in Afghanistan patronized anti-Pakistan 
elements and provided safe sanctuaries and logistical 
support to them to carry out terrorist activities. Pakistan's 
fiercest enemy - Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan - was 
provided with an enabling environment to destabilize 
Pakistan. Despite the realization that TTP and 
Afghanistan have close ideological affiliation and they 
both cooperated in toppling the Kabul-based government, 
Pakistan's security circles did hope that chronic issues of 
Afghanistan-backed terrorism would be resolved with the 
advent of the Taliban regime, but here again, the Taliban 
refused to honour their obligations. Contrary to the 
hopes, the Taliban's takeover coincided with the steady 
rise in incidents of terrorism. Pakistan Institute for Peace 
Studies - an Islamabad-based think tank - reported in 
February 2022 that Pakistan witnessed a massive 42% rise 
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in terror incidents in 2021 and a significant surge was 
reported after Kabul fell to the Taliban. When Pakistan 
pressed the Taliban to honour their commitment, they, 
instead of handing over TTP leadership, advised Pakistan 
to settle the issue through negotiations. Pakistan 
responded positively and the Afghan Taliban facilitated 
the peace talks. The ceasefire was announced, and some 
foot soldiers of TTP were also released, but TTP's 
demands were so outrageous that the negotiations 
ultimately collapsed. Though there are some reports that 
Pakistani authorities are again using backdoor contacts to 
resume peace talks, there is an unlikelihood of any 
substantial outcome. In February this year, a report 
compiled by UN Analytical Support and Sanctions 
Monitoring Team revealed that there were some 3000 to 
5000 TTP fighters in Afghanistan 
who maintained an active link with 
the Taliban government. The above 
discussion makes it clear that 
counter-terrorism cooperation, the 
foremost priority of Pakistan, 
would remain restricted due to the 
Taliban's ideological association 
with TTP, and this issue would 
continue to erode trust in bilateral 
interactions, engagements and 
dialogues. 

The sudden collapse of Ashraf 
Ghani administration and the 
meltdown of Afghan Army caught 
Pakistan off-guard. Pakistan always 
advocated pluralistic power- 
sharing in Afghanistan, but the 
Taliban's military takeover and 
attendant diplomatic and 
economic isolation have effectively 
made the Taliban regime more of a 
burden than an asset for 
Islamabad. Pakistan should handle 
the Afghanistan issue cautiously, 
and policymakers should bear 
these recommendations in mind while policy formulation 
and implementation vis-a-vis Afghanistan. 

In recognition of the grave situation there that can 
translate into the massive influx of Afghan refugees, 
Pakistan should continue to call for the removal of 
Western sanctions and the resumption of development 
aid for the reconstruction of war-torn country. Pakistan 
must employ all the tools it can mobilize - policy 
Pronouncement and bilateral and multilateral 
interactions - to convince the world community that 
Politically unstable, economically weak, and 
diplomatically isolated Afghanistan would remain a 
threat to international peace and security. On the other 
hand, Pakistan must leverage its influence over the 
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Taliban to nudge them, via quiet diplomacy and public 
messaging, to meet international obligations of 
inviolability of human rights, particularly of women's 
rights. Pakistan should make it clear to the Afghan Taliban 
that the stability and domestic legitimacy of their 
government rest on their ability to govern and respect 
human rights. 

Pakistan should also resist the temptation to act as 
Taliban spokesperson on international platforms at the 
cost of equally important bilateral ties, including with the 
USA and EU. Pakistan FO has already dedicated a 
considerable amount of its human and organizational 
resources to raising the issues of Kashmir, growing 
radicalization in India, and other policy matters, and 
accomplishing the task of advocacy for recognition of the 
Taliban regime would further 
burden the already over-stretched 
resources. The provision of 
humanitarian aid should be within 
our reach and we should keep 
humanitarian air and road 
corridors open for UN agencies, 
Non-Government Organizations 
(NGOs), and bilateral donors. This 
will project, a positive image of 
Pakistan and, thus, we can add to 
that image to strengthen our 
position. 

The security considerations and 
interests should reign supreme 
when we engage with Taliban 
officials. Pakistan's political and 
military leadership must restrain 
from endorsing the Taliban's 
restrictions on women's rights as it 
could lead to shrinkage of space for 
us to engage in diplomatic 
manoeuvring for seeking ease in 
Western sanctions. This can also 
risk emboldening home-grown 
militants who espouse the same 
ideology as that of the Afghan Taliban. The recent 
incidents in Afghanistan, particularly draconian rule and 
treatment of women have made it clear that the Taliban 
are on the same trek that they had trodden in their earlier 
tenure, A host of other bilateral irritants has further 
demonstrated that Pakistan does not hold determinant 
influence over the Taliban, That realization should shape 
and direct the foreign policy of Pakistan vis-a-vis 
Afghanistan. The sooner we realize this, the better it will 
be for the national security and integrity of Pakistan. 
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The writer is a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and international 
affairs. 


All in One - Book XIV | 211 


CamScanner 


FOREIGN POLICY AND RELATIONS 


CHANGING 
WORLD ORDER AND 


PAKISTAN 


An outline of the changing global scenario is fast emerging after the abrupt withdrawal of the US troops from Afghanistan, and 
most recently by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The ever-increasing US and Nato deep engagement in the Russia-Ukraine war 
has set a red alert for the future economic growth and connectivity of the world, further adding to the miseries of the extended 
region. A seismic shift to the Indo-Pacific region at large in the evolving world order could not be ruled out. This changing 
geopolitical landscape has brought many advantages as well as challenges for Pakistan also. The opportunities and challenges 
in the changing global order require a dynamic and creative approach and well-articulated statesmanship of foreign policy 


makers of Pakistan. 
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for granted and is rarely noticed even 
by scholars of international relations. 
In the present-day world, in spite of 
enormous, far-reaching changes in the 
global and regional context, it has 
successfully maintained its centrality 
in the international system in which the 
states operate, 
The rise of the notion of popular 
sovereignty during the late eighteenth 
century began to transform the nation- 
state system into the present global 
order in which the state, based on some 
type of popular sovereignty, is the only 
legitimate entity. But, today, a state can 
no longer say that it makes independent 
decisions and that it is sovereign in the 
true sense of the term. Likewise, it cannot 


Despite being challenged by 
the forces of globalization, 
nation-state is still a key 
player in the current 
international system. 
Having eclipsed all other 
types of politico-military rule that have 
existed on the planet, nation-states are, 
and will continue to be for the 
foreseeable future, the basic building 
blocks of the global order. Today, every 
square mile of land surface of the 
planet Earth, except Antarctica, falls 
within the exclusive domain of one 
nation-state or another. In fact, the 
nation-state as a form of politico- 
military rule has become so 
ubiquitous that its existence is taken 
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claim that there is no powerful 
authority above the state. It means 
that a state is not the only institution 
that claims monopoly on the use of 
weapons and other instruments of 
power. 
The role of the state has also seena 
dramatic transformation after the 
emergence of modern information 
and communication technologies 
(ICTs) which have posed new 
challenges to the sovereignty of 
the state. Now a state can use 
Internet-based communications 
systems to weaken its enemy state 
without sending its own troops to 
the latter's territory. Similarly, the 
ability of non-state players to 
. assert their power and use force 
against the state and other 
opponents has further 
challenged the classical notion 
of nation-state. 
Keeping in view the profound 
changes in the system in which 


states operate, it can be said that the most important 
factors that shape the functioning of the state are the 
internal ones. Today, it is no less than imperative that the 
rulers of a state should run its affairs in Such a way that a 
relationship of trust between the government and the 
people is established. This demands that a large segment 
of the population must be provided basic services for 
human welfare. And a state that fulfils this primary 
responsibility is unlikely to face severe internal turmoil. 

The recent history of Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria, 


the countries that have been badly 
affected by internal strife and 
external military intervention, 
offers many lessons all developing 
countries, including Pakistan, 
should learn. Two most important 
lessons are: 

1. Real power of a state comes 
from within; it cannot pursue 
independent policies unless it has 
internal political harmony and 
economic stability. If a country is 
isolated in the global system, 
hostile states or non-state 
elements will pounce upon the 
Opportunity to cash it by taking 
advantage of such a state's 
internal weaknesses. 

2. The rulers of a state must work 
for the voluntary, not forced, 
loyalty of the citizens to the state. 
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The citizens should respect the 
state, not fear it. 
The importance of internal 
economic and political factors 
for the security and stability of 
a state has increased manifolds 
due, mainly, to the changes in 
the world system since the end 
of the Cold War and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union in December 
1991. With the rise of the United 
States as the sole superpower, 
the world entered a changed 
global system. But, by the 
beginning of the 21st century, the 
US dominance over the 
international system began to 
wane. By around 2015, two 
interconnected trends emerged as 
salient features of the global 
system owing to the inability of the 
United States to assert its 
commanding role in the 
international system and the 
emergence of multiple centres of 
power in the global system. Hence, 


once again, the world system became multipolar which 
was different from the previous one in the sense that the 
tnited States, despite having a strong military and 
economic power on the world stage, had greatly 
diminished its ability to adapt the international system 
to its priorities. It now needed support from the other 
centres of power that had emerged globally, such as the 
European Union, China, Japan and emerging economies 
in the Asia-Pacific region. On the other hand, China's 
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economic linkages with Russia and its economic 
investment policy added an impetus to its diplomatic 
influence in various regions of Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East. 

So, it can be argued with a great sense of certainty that 
the countries that have gained prominence in the current 
international system enjoy internal political harmony 
and economic stability that have transformed them into 
a prized hub of investment, trade, technology transfer 
and trained manpower. On the other hand, the countries 
that failed to develop in these domains were pushed to 
the brink of the international system as they wield no 
importance in the contemporary world affairs. This 
happened because internal political and social conflicts 
as well as economic stagnation compelled these 
countries, for their survival, to seek financial help from 
other countries. Reliance on external sources for 
economic survival diminished their ability to pursue an 
independent foreign policy and their influence in the 


Another impediment to the Pakistan's progress is its 
heavy economic dependence on external sources. The 
country relies heavily on financial loans and assistance 
from friendly countries like Saudi Arabia, China, UAE and 
international financial institutions. It also relies on the 
United States and European states for economic 
assistance and favourable trade conditions. 

Another source of financial support is remittances sent by 
overseas Pakistanis. If Pakistan's economy continues to 
rely heavily on external sources for its survival, it will 
push itself into a corner internationally. 

Another factor that adversely affects Pakistan's 
performance at the international level is the growing 
public dissatisfaction with the state's economic and social 
policies. An ever-growing inflation and skyrocketing 
prices of even essential commodities have led an outrage 
and discontent among the people. If Imran Khan's 
government could not rein in inflation, the new 
government, too, has failed to do so. This state of despair 


international system diminished. 

Let's apply this lesson of global politics to Pakistan to 
understand why it is difficult for the country to get 
support for its foreign policy and security agenda. Why 
has it become difficult for Pakistan to mobilize most of 
the Muslim countries for its issues and problems with 
India especially regarding Pakistan's viewpoint on 
Kashmir? 

Pakistan's internal situation is marred by two obstacles 
that have weakened the country's ability to take 
independent decisions on various issues of domestic and 
foreign policy. Internal politics is divided and political 
parties are engaged in a fierce struggle for power as both 
the government and the opposition parties want to 
weaken each other at any cost and their narrow party and 
personal interests prevail over all national interest. It has 
led to chaos and conflict and has made it difficult for the 
governments to adopt realistic, not populist, strategies to 
overcome these problems. 
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at the grassroots level is creating political alienation in the 
society. The interest of the people in the country's 
governance system is rapidly declining because they think 
that no matter who rules Pakistan, their situation will not 
improve. 

Now is the time for our political and social leaders to 
realize the slow pace of social and political harmony in 
Pakistan. If the economic and political situation continues 
to deteriorate in this way, Pakistan may face a very 
difficult internal situation which will severely affect its 
ability to withstand external pressures and external 
enemies will make all-out efforts to cash such a precarious 
situation to their favour. The secure future of Pakistan is 
linked to the internal economic security of the people and 
political and social harmony in the country. The sooner we 
realize that, the better it will be for the future of the 
country. p) 


The writer is an expert on International Law. 
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CURRENT DYNAMICS OF 


PAK-US 
RELATIONS 


An overwhelming majority of Pakistanis 
believes that the United States orchestrated 
the regime-change operation in Pakistan, 
leading to the ouster of former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. Witnessing the huge number of people in 
Khan's political gatherings, it can be plainly assessed 
that anti-Americanism in Pakistan is once again at its 
peak. But this is not for the first time. Throughout 
history of these bilateral ties, the asymmetrical 
partnership between the two countries has witnessed 
long phases of ebbs with temporary spells of flow, giving 
rise to anti-America emotions among the people of 
Pakistan. History is evident that every era of the so-called 
convergence between the two states was primarily for 
the sake of US interests out of which, however, Pakistan 
never hesitated to accrue maximally, Factually true, once 
the time of ‘cordiality' was over, Pakistan would always 
bear the brunt, outweighing the dividends. Pakistanis 
would dub sucha US policy shift as ‘betrayal’, 
After the defeated withdrawal of Soviets, in 1989, from 
Afghanistan towards the end of the Cold War, the world 
witnessed a paradigm shift in the global power structure 
and security landscape. Soviet defeat was not only due to 
its military bog-down in Afghanistan but also due to its 
socio-economic impracticality and contradictions of the 
system, yet it was considered America's greatest-ever 


Post-Afghanistan withdrawal 


Mustansar Hussain Tasir 


triumph. Resultantly, the world system became unipolar 
with the US emerging as the sole superpower. The 
competition between the two clashing ideologies ended 
and an era of ‘New World Order' commenced with liberal 
democracy and capitalism projected as “time-tested” 
political and economic models so convincingly that 
noted scholar Francis Fukuyama hurriedly declared it as 
the “End of History.” 

But the irony is that a country that remained at the 
forefront throughout this whole containment campaign 
against communism was immediately left staggering 
right after the US interests were served. The “most-allied 
ally,” via the pacts like SEATO and CENTO, instanta- 
neously became the 'most-sanctioned ally’, Thereafter, 
there is a long list of policy decisions that adversely 
affected Pakistan's core national interests. The rarest 
engagement with Pakistan, which was once called the 
“cornerstone of American foreign policy,” was turned 
into a punishing estrangement. As afterwards in 2002, 
Richard Lee Armitage, the then-Deputy Secretary of 
State, clarified that Pakistan has never been of 
permanent value to the United States in its own right. 
Pakistan's importance has always been, according to 
him, due to third parties. He probably meant that in 
every phase of Pak-US convergence, Pakistan was always 
given the attention and importance due to time-bound 
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American interests. ‘ 
Thus, right after the USSR 
withdrawal from 

Afghanistan, Pakistan was ¢ 
seen as part of the problem, a , 
cause of regional instability 
and a threat to international 
security, primarily due to its 
nuclear programme. The 
USSR, during the whole era of 
Cold War, was painted as an 
irrational, a self-serving and 
an aspiring world hegemon 
against whom the whole world should get united so as to 
thwart its expansionist designs. But, when the US 
dominated the anarchic world system after Soviet defeat, 
the former proved to be the worst self-serving and 
deceptive to the world. The discriminatory policies of the 
US towards various weaker states disturbed the balance of 
power in many regions. South Asia was also among them. 
Ironically, the country that declined outright the 
American offer to join its club against expanding 
communism, i.e. India, has always been given more 
favours and concessions as compared to an ally that 
never switched its loyalties throughout history. One of 
the reasons behind the American discriminatory 
attitude towards Pakistan is its unjustifiable 
dependence on the US to meet its financial instabilities 
and crippling economic constraints. Thus, Americans 
take Pakistan for granted; partially due to the typica! 
psychology of a superpower and partially due to many 
policy blunders of the latter. Other than these times, the 
US needed Pakistan to achieve its own geopolitical 
interests; Pakistan remains a 
thorn in the eye of the 
superpower. In such a time, 
Pakistan is either sanctioned 
or harshly discriminated vis- 
a-vis its arch-rival India. 
Pakistan is experiencing a 
similar dilemma nowadays in 
the post-US-NATO withdrawal 
from Afghanistan era. The 
country is now left again in the 
lurch for not supporting the 
US “wholeheartedly” against 
the Taliban. I have no doubt in 
reiterating that Pakistan is 
scapegoated for American 
downfall in the ‘Graveyard of 
Empires’. The question, 
however, is: did the US and its 
allies pay, during that period, 
any heed to Pakistan's grave 
security concerns due to the 
subversive role played by the 
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previous Afghan 
governments in collusion 
with Indians? Did the US ever 
question them? Recalling 
when the US assured its role 
in Kashmir in return to 
Pakistan's role in providing 
logistic and other assistance 
against Afghanistan to which 
Gen Pervez Musharraf 
agreed. Pakistan became part 
of the US coalition against the 
Taliban regime but Kashmir 
remained a boiling pot and the superpower didn't move an 
inch for Kashmiris’ respite. Even criminal removal of 
Kashmir's special status by Modi government and 
imposition of inhuman curfew, making the people's life no 
less than a hell, regrettably could not attract a single word 
of Uncle Sam's moral or diplomatic support. Isn't the anti- 
Americanism justified, then? 

Similarly, as mentioned in the beginning, the US regime- 
change operation allegedly through a cipher, which the 
National Security Committee called a ‘blatant 
interference’, and suggested the government to issue a 
demarche has played havoc with Pakistan's national 
dignity. This episode has further stoked anti-American 
sentiments among the youth of Pakistan. Former PM 
Imran Khan has raised powerful voice against this 
extremely unwanted act. He has got full support of the 
country's majority youth. Chairman PTI has convinced the 
youngsters that he has been punished for his struggle for 
adopting an independent foreign policy. This would 
definitely have serious repercussions for Pakistan-US 
cooperation in the future, 
especially if Mr Khan returns 
to power. However, if history 
is to be seen as evidence, the 
US never cared about the 
wishes and aspirations of the 
people of Pakistan. The US, for 
the attainment of its 
geopolitical interests, mostly 
backed dictators and 
undemocratic forces in 
Pakistan - the players who 
never were the true represen- 
tatives of the public. 

The US and Pakistan are now 
again on the path of severe 
divergence despite that the: 
PML-N-led friendly and a non- 
resistant government has 
been formed. A ruthless form 
of realpolitik is at play. In the 
post-withdrawal era, 
American policymakers are in 
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a mood to punish Pakistan for its so-called duplicity. 
General Mark A. Milley, the Chairman of Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (America's highest-ranking military officer), recently 
emphasized to dig deep into the role of ‘Pakistan 
sanctuary’ in defeat of Western forces and the resultant 
takeover of the Taliban. He insisted that the Congress 
must ascertain “the role Pakistan has played over the last 
20 years” and also suggested a policy review how the US 
will engage with the country in future. Moreover, 22 
Republicans have moved a bill recommending Congress 
to impose sanctions and to punish the countries and 
forces that directly or indirectly assisted the Taliban 
during 2001 to 2021. 

Admittedly, to expect a hegemon to stick with a ‘recipient’ 
state for too longer without any imminent interest 
involved is a folly but this must not be forgotten that 
Pakistan has not become completely irrelevant. The 
country is situated on the same crucial geostrategic and 
geopolitical location. Now, when the 'pivot' has moved to 
Asia, with Indo-Pacific region as the top policy priority of 
the US, and containment of the emerging China as a so- 
called revisionist power to the existing world order, 
Pakistan, in no way, can be ignored in America's strategic 
and diplomatic calculus. 

Again, with the resurgence of Russia as an aggressive 
Eurasian player of global potential, Pakistan's regional 
relevance in the coming years cannot be overestimated. 
Rimmed with Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, proximity 
with major oil routes of Persian Gulf, closeness with 
strategic choke points such as Strait of Hormuz, being the 
only Muslim nuclear country and one of the world’s 
largest war-hardened army, are some of the Pakistan's 
Prominent and permanent features. How a youth-bulged 
Nation of around 229 million people, located on 
Strategically crucial location, with a distinct strategic 
culture and a history of internal and external conflicts and 


wars can be utterly ignored? 

So, the US policy approach towards Pakistan must be 
based on pragmatism and farsightedness, not on any 
impulsive and “revengeful” instincts. On the other hand, 
Pakistan must discover and carve out real convergence 
with all the great powers including the United States 
based on mutual respect and reciprocity not as 
traditional client-patron relationship. This is high time 
Pakistan's diplomatic and strategic resources were 
employed fittingly to make the country truly relevant to 
the world at large. B) 


The writer is a noted educationist and a visiting faculty 
in the Department of International Relations, University 
of Okara. Email: mustansar.tasir@gmail.com 
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hen millions of Pakistanis living or 
working abroad need to get 
a document, like 
proof of 
identity, 
academic 
certificates 
and so forth, attested for 
use in their respective 
countries of residence, 
they have to undergo an 
excruciating, costly and 
often ill-managed 
attestation process. Keeping 
in view the difficulties faced 
by the overseas Pakistanis, the 
Foreign Office has been working 
to implement and notify 
notaries across Pakistan to attest 
documents which would be 
acceptable at all Hague Convention 
signatory countries. A welcome 
development in this regard came on June 16, 
when, on the request of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, President of Pakistan, Dr Arif Alvi, 
approved, the instrument of accession to the treaty to 
become its member. The accession process would take 
about six months, as per the government. 
Background 
The need to produce public documents abroad has 
increased alongside cross-border mobility and 
interactions at the global level. In many cases, to ensure 
the authenticity of these public documents, they are 
subject to costly and time-consuming process of 
legalisation, often requiring multiple steps and involving 
multiple authorities. 
The Apostille (pronounced a-pos-TEE, not a-pos-TEAL or 
a-posTILL-ee) Convention replaces the traditional and 
cumbersome legalisation process with a single formality; 
the issuance of a certificate called an Apostille. An 
Apostille, issued by the state of origin, authenticates the 
origin of a public document so that it can be presented 
abroad in another Contracting Party. This simplified 
framework facilitates the circulation of public 
documents internationally for individuals, families and 
commercial operators. 
Introduction 
Created with the aim of facilitating the worldwide 
circulation of public documents, the “Hague Convention 
of 5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of 
Legalization for Foreign Public Documents” - or Apostille 
Convention - is the most widely accepted and applied of 
all the international treaties concluded under the auspices 
of the Hague Conference on Private International Law. The 
Convention has 122 Contracting Parties from all major 
regions representing all major legal systems of the world, 
making it one of the most successful international treaties 
in the area of international legal and administrative 
cooperation. It is also one of the most widely applied 
multilateral treaties in the area of legal cooperation, with 
several million Apostilles issued each year, 


The 
final 
text of the 
Convention was adopted by 
the Hague Conference at its Ninth 
Session on 26 October 1960 and was first 


‘ signed on 5 October 1961 (hence the date in its full title). 
urpose 


Na gr of the Convention is to abolish the 
er oe. a, erement of legalisation, replacing the 
niente = y and costly legalisation process with the 
histeneies. | hee Apostille certificate by a competent 
his 4} y In the place where the document originated. 

S simplified framework facilitates the circulation of 


public documents internationally for individuals, families 
and business concerns. 


Thee-APPp 
The electronic Apostille Programme (e-APP) was launched 
in 2006 to support the electronic issuance and verification 
of Apostilles around the world. It allows improvements to 
be made to the accessibility and usability of the 
Convention using commonly available technologies. 
There are two components to the e-APP: e-Apostilles and 
e-Registers. 
An e-Apostille is an Apostille issued in electronic form 
and signed by electronic signature with a digital 
certificate. e-Apostilles may be issued on electronic 
documents or on paper documents that have been 
scanned into electronic form. 
An e-Register is a register maintained in a publicly 
accessible, electronic form which allows any interested 
person to verify their Apostille online. 
Benefits for Pakistan 
Once Pakistan formally becomes a member of the 
Apostille Convention, documents originating from the 
country that are attested in line with the requirements of 
this treaty will be accepted in the 122 countries that are its 
current members. Same would be the case for documents 
originating in these countries. If duly attested as per the 
Apostille Convention guidelines by the country of origin, 
these documents will be accepted in Pakistan without any 
further authentication requirements. The existing 
process of attestation and legalisation is confusing, time- 
consuming, cumbersome and costly for most people but 
becoming a formal member of the Apostille Convention 
will facilitate millions of overseas Pakistanis. 

The writer is an Advocate High Court. 
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On December 20, a delimitation commission, headed by former Supreme Court of India judge, Ranjana Prakash Desai, 
released a draft proposal wherein it suggested six new legislative seats for Jammu and only one for Kashmir in the 
assembly of Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. In what Is being described as a next step in the series of 
measures started by Narendra Modi-led fascist Indian govemment since 6 August 2019. to disernpower the Kashmiris, the 
delimitation draft seems to be aimed at Curtalling the role of Muslim-majority politics in the occupied valley and installing 
a Hindu chief minister there. The proposal has led to an uproar among Kashmir-based political parties who have outrightly 
rejected the proposal, claiming manipulation Is being Gone in electoral constituencies.so as to. favour one party. 


Kashmir 
Delimitation~ 


Narendra Modi-led BJP. RSS. 
India is hell bent on deprivi 
; Illegally Indian Occuple 
» | Kashmir (IOJK) of all” “thelr clan 
rights. Withan illegal act off rep 
370 and 35-A of the Indian’ aS 


Muslim- ae areas inthe llOJK again 


This development came on December 20/2021, when ay 
delimitation commission, which was established under © 


a former judge of the Supreme Court of India, Ranjana 
Prakash Desai, issued its controversial proposal. to 
redraw the electoral map of JIOJK. The Commission has 
proposed an extra six seats for the Jammu region, 
which will take its total representation in the legislature 
to 43 from 37 while only an increase of one seat has 
been recommended for Kashmir, which will come to 
have 47 seats if the draft advice is given effect in the 
current form. 

According to the mandate of the commission, the 
delimitation exercise was to be based on the 2011 
census and population should have been the sole 
criteria for redrawing assembly seats. However, it is 
clear that the commission has not followed its mandate 
because as per the suggestions, seats in Kashmir will 


> Aftab Abbasi 
lakhi against 125 Jakhin 
i {6 syasillese here that 


by ByPled pane from August 
5,2019 to disempower Kashmiris”. 
The People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), a 
proup of TIOJK’s “mainstream: political parties, 
including the-National Conference and the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP), has protested against the 
delimitation award, saying that the panel's recommen- 
dations are ‘divisive’ and ‘unacceptable’. “In our view, 
this will further divide the ranks of people of J&K, 
deepen their alienation, and create a much bigger void 
between communities and thé régions,” PAGD said ina 
statement, maintaining that the délimitation exercise 
should be based on the 20111 census. It has been alleged 
that the BJP-led government is rushing ahead with 
delimitation as it wants to tilt the electoral balance in 
favour of the Hindu-majority of Jammu division at the 


220 | All in One - Book XIV 


CamScanner 


KASHMIR ISSUE 


ensure continued fair and equal representation to all 
constituents in legislative bodies. The important 


majority population. 

“The draft recommendation of the J&K delimitation 
commission is unacceptable. The distribution of criterion for this is population but in J&K, the 
newly created assembly constituencies with 6 commission has taken into consideration the 
going to Jammu & only 1 to Kashmir is not What is constituencies’ geographical features, 
justified by the data of the 2011 census,” Delimitation communication facilities and contiguity, 
former chief minister and NC vice- public convenience, etc. as factors. With 


president Omar Abdullah tweeted. ? the new proposals, the commission 


Former chief minister and People's Delimitation refers to the redrawing of has relatively increased the political 
Democratic Party president boundaries of an assembly or parliamentary representation of the Hindu- 
Mehbooba Mufti said: “The real constituency to correspond to the changes in the dominated Jammu region and 
game plan is to install a population of a region. In India, assembly constituencies, reduced the representation 


carved out on the basis of population, form the basic unit of 
electoral representation to form the state government. According to 
the 2011 census, IIOJK has a population of 12.5 million people, of which 
Muslims form a majority with 68.31 percent while Hindus are 28.43 percent. The 
majority of the Hindu population is concentrated in the Jammu region. 


government in J&K which 
will legitimise the 
illegal & unconstitu- 
tional decisions of 


of the Muslim-majority 
Valley. The dispropor- 
tionate increase in 
the number of 


August 2019 : While Indian laws make population the basis of redrawing political boundaries — a criterion seats in the 

M y that is universally accepted — the delimitation commission has made “geographical area and Jammu 
apprehen- accessibility’ a significant basis for electoral maps in the Himalayan region. region 
sions about According to calculations based on the panel's proposals, a single assembly seat in Kashmir valley would give 


t h e will have an average population of 146,000. However, a constituency in Jammu could be an advantage 
Delimitation carved out from an area with an average 125,000 residents. fe} to parties that 
Commission Experts say the proposed redistribution of assembly seats is “highly skewed" in have sway there, 
weren't misplaced. favour of Jammu and could turn Muslims into a pesca minority in ipsa, s only 
They want to pitch Muslim-majorityregion= h sian al. Oh aa 
people against each other QWRUEIENERSamn NC jons inl(ONK: heldi in 2014, the Hindu appens to be the BP, 
euce- ; nationalist, BJP: won 29 of S 37 seats in the Jammu TUE Uasls fOr Wile<te le 
by ignoring the population d 4 all ie last 70 years: communal polarisation in the 
census & proposing 6 seats for miarredninisleed Y Occupied valley on regional 
one region & only one for A bape. 
Kashmir,” she said. 4 
People's Conference chairman Sajad 
Gani Lone said the proposal “reeks of a 
bias” and is a “shock to those who believe in 
democracy in Kashmir”. “The 
recommendations of the delimitation 
commission are totally unacceptable. They reek of 
bias. What a shock for those who believe in 
democracy,” Lone tweeted. 
Critics of the delimitation have pointed out that the 
exercise should have been carried out after the Tek has been under Centre's 
completion of 202 1 census. While the 2011 census data is a his Peng eellscs ca tthe 
to inform the delimitation process, it has been alleged that ‘ 
there is a mismatch in the apportionment of seats 
between the Jammu division and the Valley. 


The writer is a member of staff. 


What Kashmir deserves 

While the commission has recommended 43 seats for The first consequence of the 

Jammu and 47 for Kashmir in the 90-member assembly, a BP Pormnledon of de ra aa 
i i i the would be the restoration of the 

simple calculation based on the population figures in Recents onion Sis 

2011 census shows that Kashmir's tally should go to 51 ; PATE SENT OOU LIvEK 


Seats, from existing 46, and Jammu should get 39 seats, 
up from the existing 37. A look at the figures suggests that 
the commission has proposed to carve out one seat per 
1,25,082 people in the Jammu region and one seat per 


The J&K delimitationcommission 


Set up in February-March 2020 


1,46,563 people in the Kashmir region. In effect 10,09,621 by Justice (retired) 
People of Kashmir have been disenfranchised. Ranjana Prakash Desai: comprises - 
Conclusion two other members > 


Delimitation is an exercise undertaken in democracies to 
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Gerrymandering to 
achieve BJP's objectives 


May 05, Indian 

government published 

a new list of redrawn 

political constituencies 

for Indian Illegally 

Occupied Jammu and 

Kashmir (IIOJK). 
Finalized by a delimitation 
commission, headed by a former 
judge of the Supreme Court of 
India, Ranjana Prakash Desai — 
and consisting of two other ex- 
officio members, Chief Election 
Commissioner Sushil Chandra and 
Chief Electoral Officer of Jammu 
and Kashmir KK Sharma — the 
report has recommended seven 
additional constituencies — six for 
Jammu and one for Kashmir — in 
the IIOJK Assembly, taking the 
total number of seats to 90 from 
83 earlier. There will be 43 seats 
for Jammu - up from 37 earlier - 
and 47 for Kashmir valley, only 
one more from its previous share 
of 46 seats. For the first time, nine 
assembly constituencies have 
been reserved for the Scheduled 
Tribes, out of which, six are in 


In order to redraw the electoral 
boundaries of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IlOJK), a 
Delimitation Commission, chaired by 
retired Supreme Court of India judge 
Ranjana Prakash Desai, submitted its 
report on May 5 whereby it has finalised 
90 assembly constituencies for held 
Kashmir, excluding Ladakh, with 43 seats 
for Jammu and 47 for Kashmir. Earlier, 
Jammu had 37 seats and the Kashmir 
Valley 46. The extra weight to Jammu has 
naturally invited criticism from IlIOJK's 
main political parties as the new scheme 
gives greater representation to the 
Muslim-majority region's Hindu areas 
and seems to be a ploy to install a Hindu 
chief minister there. 


Uzair Salman 


the Modi government for its 
inhuman acts of suppressing the 
voice of the Kashmiri people. 
Moreover, the region has been 
without any elected political 
representation since June 2018. 
There were growing voices in 
India also that Kashmiris be given 
their rights as enshrined in the 
Indian constitution. 

Amidst an ever-increasing 
pressure, Modi government 
appointed a delimitation 
commission in March 2020 and 
tasked it with redrawing the 
boundaries of the constituencies 
sending representatives to the 
state assembly. The panel was 
granted a one-year extension last 
year. In February, it was again 
given a two-month extension to 
complete its task. The panel had 
been expected to submit its 
report in March 2021, but was 
given many extensions. The first 
draft recommendations were 
released on January and the 
second draft report in February 
before the delimitation order was 


Jammu region and three in Kashmir. 

Background 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government broke up 
IOJK, which originally comprised the mainly Muslim 
Kashmir Valley, the Hindu-dominated Jammu region, and 
the remote Buddhist enclave of Ladakh, into two union 
territories in 2019 as part of a move to tighten its grip over 
the disputed region. 

Since then, due to Pakistan's proactive Kashmir policy, 
many international organizations have been criticizing 
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passed on May 5. During the consultative process, the 
panel interacted with representatives of political parties, 
citizens and civil society groups in the occupied valley. 
BJP’s agenda 

While some official statements suggested that the 
changes were meant to bring back representation to the 
people of the occupied territory, Modi's Bharatiya Janata 
Party and several top leaders of the ruling party made 
little effort to hide their real intentions. The BJP put out a 
statement guaranteeing positive changes and a better 
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future for the occupied region, but only if it was voted into 
power. Indian Home Minister Amit Shah had made a 
cryptic statement that political rights would be restored 
when the “situation becomes normal”. But ‘normal’ for 
Shah is not what most people consider the word to mean. 
What's the new scheme? 
i. Parliamentary constituencies have been reorganized 
such that all five constituencies in IIJOJK will have an equal 
number of assembly constituencies for the first time - 
exactly 18 constituencies each, taking the total number to 
90 - seven more from 83 previously. 
ii. Of the 90 assembly constituencies seats in the Jammu 
Division will rise to 43 from 37 seats earlier, and that in 
the Kashmir Valley to 47 from 46 earlier. 
iii. Nine seats have been reserved for Scheduled Tribes 
(ST), another first for OJK. 
iv. Regional distinction between Jammu and Kashmir has 
been removed and they have been treated as one, as is 
reflected in the combining of Anantnag region in Kashmir 
with Rajouri and Poonch in Jammu to carve out Anantnag- 
Rajouri as a Parliamentary constituency. 
Criticism 
In India, assembly constituencies carved out on the basis 
of population form the basic unit of electoral representa: 
tion to form the state government. According to the 2011 
census, JOJK has a population of 12.5 million people, of 
which Muslims form a majority with 68.31 percent while 
Hindus are 26.43 percent. The majority of the Hindu 
population is concentrated in the 
Jammu region 
Given that situation, the panel's 
decisions have met with criticism 
amongst mainstream parties In 
the Valley. Some important 
objections in this regard are as 
under: 
1. According to the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, the 
census of 2011 had to be the 
basis of delimitation, but the 
Commission also took into 
account the political aspirations 
of various sections of society and 
factored in accessibility, 
lopography and proximity to the 
rder as part of the consider: 
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ation to allot seats. In this way, the 
Hindu-dominated Jammu region has 
got more seats relative to its 
population compared with the 
Kashmir Valley. This violates the 
population criterion as in the new 
electoral map drawn by the 
delimitation commission, the average 
population of an assembly 
constituency in the Muslim-majority 
Valley will be 140,000, while it will be 
only 120,000 in Jammu. 

2. While redrawing constituencies, the 
commission has merged the Poonch 
and Rajouri districts, which were part 
of the Jammu parliament constituency 
with the Anantnag constituency in south Kashmir. There 
is no geographical connectivity, and the distance between 
the two regions is more than 500 km via Jammu. Even the 
former allies of Modi's BJP have called this a blatant 
gerrymandering - political manipulation of electoral seats 
with the intent of creating an undue advantage for a party 
or group within the constituency. 

3. This move is an attempt to disenfranchise the Muslim 
majority of the IOJK and the boundaries of seats have 
been redrawn only to help BJP achieve its political 
objective of installing a Hindu chief minister in the 
Muslim-majority region. The Commission itself has 
admitted that it was difficult to accommodate ‘competing 
claims from various sides’. It has also cited the region's 
‘peculiar geo-cultural landscape’. But let it be clear that no 
amount of verbal jugglery can hide the true intentions of 
the BJP government which is intent on subjugating 
Muslims across India and particularly in Kashmir. 
Pakistan's response 

Pakistan's National Assembly unanimously passed a 
resolution on May 12 whereby it denounced the latest 
Indian attempt of demographic engineering in HOJK. The 
resolution, moved by Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, said the Indian attempt was aumed at 
artificially altering the electoral strength of the Muslum 
majority in HOJK. The resolution categorically rejected 
the report of the so-called delimitation commission that 
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RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION OF ALL J&K DISTRICTS IN 
DESCENDING ORDER OF MUSLIM POPULATION SHARE 
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seeks to convert the Muslim majority of IIOJK into 
minority and further marginalise, disenfranchise and dis- 
empower the Kashmiri population and advance the 
political and electoral objectives of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). 

The resolution recalled that Jammu and Kashmir is an 
internationally-recognised dispute and a long-standing 
item on the agenda of the UN Security Council and 
declared that no facade of elections based on sham 
delimitation exercise could substitute the legitimacy and 
indispensability of a free and impartial plebiscite under 
the auspices of the United Nations. The resolution 
demanded that India should honour and fulfill the 
obligations under the international law, UN Security 
Council resolutions and the fourth Geneva Convention 
and refrain from bringing about any illegal demographic 
changes in the occupied territory. 

Moreover, the Foreign Office of Pakistan noted that the 
delimitation exercise clearly appears to be an attempt to 
Jend Jegitimacy to the unconstitutional actions of August 
2019 carried out by the Modi government. If the occupied 
state's major parties boycott the elections expected 
sometime this year, the BJP and its natural allies in far- 
right parties could easily form a government; and if they 
contest, they will have to accept the revocation of the 
state's special status as being legal. The Foreign Office 
also handed over a demarche to the Indian Charge 
d'Affaires, conveying the Government of Pakistan's 
categorical rejection of the report of the so-called 
‘Delimitation Commission’. The FO called on India to 
refrain from bringing about any illegal demographic 
changes in the occupied territory, stop forthwith its 
oppression in the HOJK, and let the Kashmiri people 
determine their own future through a free and fair 
plebiscite under the UN auspices as enshrined in the 
relevant Security Council resolutions. 

What OIC said? 

The General Secretariat of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) expressed “deep concern” over India's 
attempts to redraw the electoral boundaries of Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK), altering the demographic 
structure of the territory and violating the rights of the 
Kashmiri people. The OIC said the delimitation exercises 
were in direct contravention of the relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions and international law, including the 
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4th Geneva Convention. 

“Referring to the long-standing 
and principled position on the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute and 
relevant decisions of the Islamic 
Summit and OIC Council of 


4 Foreign Ministers, the General 
oi Secretariat 


reiterates its 
solidarity with the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir in their just 
quest for the right of self- 
determination, in accordance 
with relevant UNSC resolutions,” 
the statement said. 
¥ The OIC also called on the 
international community, 
particularly the UNSC, to take 
immediate cognizance of the “grave implications of such 
‘delimitation’ exercises”. 


Conclusion ; - 
The BJP is promising to reinstate Kashmir's statehood 


after the elections, provided the ‘situation becomes 
normal’. Both these points are irrelevant and misleading 
as the statehood itself was controversial and there has 
never been a ‘normal’ in that region due to India’s 
consistent violations of human rights and disregard for 
the UN resolutions that call for a plebiscite in Kashmir to 
determine its future status. The implications of this 
delimitation will be far-reaching and will further 
aggravate the situation. This is sheer gerrymandering 
aiming to change the ground reality in an unfavourable 
way to Muslims. By doing this, the BJP is planning to wina 
majority in the next election to form its government in the 
occupied territories. There are plenty of proxies working 
for the BJP in India, and the Commission itself now 
appears to be a proxy since it has clearly no interest in 
considering the interests of Kashmiri Muslims who are in 
clear majority. The Pakistan Foreign Office has handed 
over a demarche to the Indian charge d' affaires but this 
issue must be brought to the notice of the world 
community that needs to finally wake up and apply its 
pressure on India to refrain from such illegal chicanery in 
Occupied Kashmir. & 


POPULATION SHARE OF HINDUS AND BJP'S 
SEAT SHARE IN JAMMU REGION DISTRICTS 
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KASHMIR ISSUE 


On May 25, an Indian 
court convicted a top 
Kashmiri leader and the 
head of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF), Mohammed Yasin 
Malik, to life 
imprisonment ina 
“terrorism-related” case 
after he was found ‘guilty’ 
of ‘terrorist acts’, illegally 
raising funds, being a 
member of a ‘terrorist’ 
organisation and criminal 
conspiracy and sedition. 
Although the Narendra 
Modi government has 
tried to give a message to 
Kashmir's freedom 
fighters by imprisoning 
Mr Malik, yet no one can 
deny the fact that this 
episode has brought the 
Kashmir conflict back 
into the international 


A blot on } . . spotlight and has 
India’s a. renewed the Kashmiris’ 
7 = = political aspirations for a 
judicial system wr life without fear of losing 


loved ones or in shadows 
of alien forces. 
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A court in the Indian capital of New Delhi 
convicted, on May 25, the legendary Kashmiri 
leader and the head of Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF), Yasin Malik, to life 
imprisonment after convicting him of funding 
terrorism. While announcing his controversial verdict, 
Parveen Singh, the judge of the Special Court designated 
for the National Investigation Agency, gave Malik two life 
sentences and five 10-year jail terms, all to be served 
concurrently. He was charged with ‘terrorist acts’, illegally 
raising funds, being amember of a ‘terrorist’ organisation 
and criminal conspiracy and sedition. 

There can be little doubt that Mr Malik is being punished 
by New Delhi for refusing to toe its line on Kashmir. 
Similar tactics have been used by India to target Kashmiri 
leaders who favour freedom, while even some of New 
Delhi's loyalists have been meted out despicable 
treatment by the Indian state, particularly after the 
revocation of the Occupied Valley’s special status in 
August 2019. 

What was the case? 

Yasin Malik, whose life has remained a struggle against 
the Indian rule in Kashmir, is the head of JKLF which was 
one of the first armed freedom fighting groups to come 
into existence in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. It advocates for a Kashmir state independent 
from both India and Pakistan. Although the group gave up 
armed resistance in 1994 and declared an indefinite and 
unilateral ceasefire with the Indian government, it was 
banned by the latter in 2019 for its “secessionist 
ideology”. Malik was arrested thereupon by India's 
National Investigation Agency (NIA), which deals with 
anti-terror crimes, in connection with an overarching 
terror-funding case that it had opened in 2017. 

In its FIR, the NIA accused Kashmiri leaders of receiving 
funds from Pakistan, including 
from Hafiz Saeed of the Lashkar- . 
e-Taiba and Syed Salahuddin of 
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, to 
foment trouble in the Valley 
through stone-pelting, burning 
down of schools, and organising 
strikes and protests. The NIA 
arrested over a dozen separatists 
in the case, including Malik, Asiya 
Andrabi of the Dukhtaran-e- 
Millat, and Shabir Shah of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic 
Freedom Party. Malik did not 
contest these fabricated and 
politically motivated charges 
brought against him under the 
stringent Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA), as well as 
sedition and criminal conspiracy 
charges. 
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ee statement that the one-sided case 
has not only convicted Yasin Malik 


Aftab Abbasi 
The NIA had demanded the death penalty for Malik 
whereas the defence had asked for life imprisonment. 
Instead of bowing down to the cruelty and fabrication, 
Malik said, "I will not beg for anything. The case is before 
this court and I left on the court to decide it.” 
Malik's questions to the court 
During the court proceedings, Yasin Malik refused to beg 
for mercy and asked the judge to answer his four 
questions: 
1. If I was a terrorist, why did seven Prime Ministers of 
India keep coming to Kashmir to meet me? 


y 
ot 
2. If I was a terrorist, then why no 
charge sheet was filed against me 

during the case? 

3. If I was a terrorist, then why I 
was issued a passport under 
Prime Minister Vajpayee? 

4. If I was a terrorist, why was I 
given the opportunity to give 
lectures at important places in 
India and other countries? 
Pakistan's reaction 

Pakistan strongly condemned the 
abhorrent attempt of the Indian 
government to deprive the 
Kashmiri people of their true 
leadership in the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK). Foreign Office said in a 
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on fictitious charges in defiance of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) but also 
attempted to make conjectural insinuations about 
Pakistan. It added: “The renewed haste with which cases 
against Kashmiri leadership are being pursued further 
exposes the nefarious Indian designs to undermine historic 
and distinct political and cultural identity of IIOJK. The 
conviction of Mr. Yasin Malik and conjuring up of 
motivated cases against the Kashmiri leadership is 
patently the continuation of the malicious Indian campaign 
to deprive the Kashmiris of their true leadership.” 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif called it a "black day" for 
the Indian justice system and said the life imprisonment 
for a valiant freedom fighter will provide fresh impetus to 
Kashmiris’ right to self-determination. 

Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General, 
Major General Babar Iftikhar, condemned the life sentence 


awarded to Malik on "fabricated charges". 

"Such oppressive tactics cannot dampen the spirit of [the] 
people of Kashmir in their just struggle against illegal 
Indian occupation. We stand with them in quest for self- 
determination as per United Nations Security Council 
resolutions," he said. 

Analysis 

Yasin Malik's conviction is nothing but a sham verdict 
coming from a farcical trial on which concerns were 
already raised by Kashmiri leadership and his own party. 
It is because by all ethical and legal standards, the entire 
Proceedings of the trial were dubious and no amount of 
chicanery can prove it to be unmotivated. The case is a 
blatant example of the victimization of those who are 
representing the people of IIOJK. It was clear from the 
word go that the aim was to award a sentence to Yasin 
Malik to deter other freedom-loving Kashmiris from 
Taising their voice. 
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From the perspective of democratic and legal practices, 
the rights to assembly and freedom of expression are 
enshrined in most constitutions around the world. Even 
the constitution of India guarantees these rights. So, by 
convicting Yasin Malik, the court has violated the Indian 
constitution itself. The organizations he belonged to are 
neither terrorist organizations nor outfits that violate any 
international law. The charge that he was involved in a 
criminal conspiracy is equally baseless and unconvincing. 
To top it all, the charges of sedition are even more 
ludicrous. 

The way forward 

Yasin Malik is the first casualty; a long line of pro-freedom 
leaders are currently in jails on similar charges and might 
be persecuted in the days to come if no tangible pressure 
is exercised inside IIOJK and powerful capitals around the 
globe. So, to save Yasin Malik's life, a multi-faceted 
strategy is required. The Government of Pakistan has to 
play a leading role in this regard. 
Members of Yasin Malik's 
family, especially those in 
Srinagar, must also employ all 
means to obtain a legal remedy 
available in the judicial system. 
Only legal experts can suggest 
how they can be enabled to visit 
Malik in jail as soon as possible. 
If Indian spy Kulbhushan 
Jadhav's family can visit him in 
Pakistan, why cannot Yasin's 
wife and daughter get a similar 
treatment? 

Moreover, the efforts to ensure 
Yasin Malik's release should be 
intensified at the international 
level. The Indian government, 
especially Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, is deeply 
concerned about his image in 
the West. Yasin Malik's case should come into discussion 
in the US Congress, Senate, media and think tanks as he 
was deprived of a fair trial. It is equally important to raise 
a voice in the UK and EU countries too. The world should 
know that Yasin Malik took the path of peaceful struggle 
decades ago, which did not get through due to the BJP's 
belligerent approaches. A life sentence for him would 
trigger a chain reaction in Kashmir and young people may 
further get alienated and dejected. 

Yasin Malik can be introduced as a symbol of the struggle 
for freedom and civil liberties. In the Western world, he 
should be introduced as a brave person who loves his 
nation, separated from his wife, and daughter, and is 
serving a life sentence for his political struggle and 
opinion. 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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more just made up of igneous ones such as basalt. While 
the continental crust tends to be made up of igneous, 
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks — like granite, schist 
and limestone. Based on these standards, researchers are 
calling it a new continent as it fulfils the important 


criteria of: 

a. having a defined area 

b. being at an elevation as compared to its surrounding 

c. having a significantly thick crust 

d. having a distinct geology 
Size and areas 
Zealandia separated from the great continent of 


Gondwana between 79 and 83 million years ago. After this 
separation, it is still submerged next to Australian 


T he Eighth territory with a land area of 4.9 million kilometres, almost 
> half the size of Australia. 
Co ntinent The country of New Zealand's two big islands, the North 


Island and the South Island, make up the majority of that 
terrestrial territory. Zealandia also includes Stewart 
Island, which is located in south of the South Island, as 
well as a number of smaller islets. The northern extremity 
of Zealandia is made up of New Caledonia, a cluster of 
French-governed islands. It is said to have a large number 
of mineral deposits, fossil fuels and natural gas fields. For 
now, most resources are under New Zealand jurisdiction. 


ill now, we knew that the Earth is divided into 7 
continents, i.e. Asia, Africa, Europe, North 
America, South America, Antarctica, and 
Australia. But, it's time to revisit Geography 
books now. Scientists have discovered a new 
continent under the Pacific Ocean: Zealandia. 


Introduction ; The writer is a member of staff. 
The world's encyclopaedias, maps and search engines for 


some time were determined over the fact that there are 


only seven conti . ; i 
ee wa nae team of 1! sees vies Lost continent close to being recognised 
poe ew Caledonia and Australia have Geologists claim that a huge landmass almost entirely submerged in 
confidently informed the world that this was wrong. Their the southwest Pacific, is distinct enough to constitute a separate 
; A - ‘ ; continent. At five million square kilometres, Zealandia 
recently published paper states: “There are eight after all - jy, would be the world’s smallest continent sia 
and the latest addition breaks all the records, as the ; N EUNOPE .._——, oe ore AMERICA 
smallest, thinnest, and youngest in the world. The catch is f ty ot ripe oo? SES 
that 94% of it is underwater, with just a handful of islands, | ” ven bal N83 
such as New Zealand, thrusting out from its oceanic yy Ome Xf ay airs oy 
depths. It had been hiding in plain sight all along.” Bruce Luyendyk x: AMERICA y 
Background ' Geophysicist coined [ ae ° 
In 1642, Abel Tasman, an experienced Dutch sailor and ur agama ey _ AUSTRALIA. © 
: penchant for rough justice, was confident that in the meet three of the four thresholds """**-sulll ot _& 14 
southern hemisphere exists a vast continent and he was dnciptegeachnnteiiaiuleronan L fae —— 
a ined to find it, He believed that be had di : New study using satellite ---- Continental crust limits 
etermined to find it. He believed that he had discovered technology and gravitymaps <= Active plate boundary 
the great southern continent, evidently, it was hardly the of sea floor revealed Zealandla «sssq" sy rec ernaes 
: : : . is large unified area, fulfilling tes ag 4 te anuatu 
commercial utopia he had envisaged and then he did not all four requirements + Dee aN 
return. | 
Later, in 2017, a group of geologists made headlines for [Vj High elevation relative to s 
their announcement of discovering Zealandia - Te Riu-a- surrounding area ve < 
Maui in the Maori language - a vast continent of 1.89 poms) geology | re 
“ati , aii a da Crust thicker compared with 
million sq miles (4.9 million sq km), thus proving Tasman reed pow pare a Zz 
right, after all. [Yj Welt-detined area 


Why itis being called as acontinent? 


Continents hese 
ents are Earth's largest crustal solid objects and, as u ures 4.9 nition a Vat 


defined by Geology, a continent is “One of the Earth's about two thirds of Australia 
major land masses, covering both dry land and continen- Bi 94% of areais underwater __ 
tal shelves”. According to geologists, Zealandia is a \w Bil Believed to have broken away | 
continent becau f the ki f k poe centghea 

se of the kinds of rocks found there, Gondwana and sank between 
despite that it is thin and is submerged. The ocean floor is 50 and BS million years ago 
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REGIONAL 
CONNECTIVITY 
THROUGH 
TRANSIT TRADE 


In the aftermath of the Second World War, the world realized 
that major realignment of international economic institutions 
was needed for political and economic stability and 
dependability. Besides, groups of countries started down the 
path of economic and trade connectivity leading to 


Engr. Habib Anmed 


he trailblazing role of European Union and 
more recently of ASEAN is worth emulating. 
Regional connectivity though transit trade 
has always been part of such initiatives. Due 
to geo-strategic location of Pakistan, 
enabling it to be a gateway to Central Asia 
and beyond, utilizing transit trade as the 
jumping board for mutual economic and allied benefits 
is a viable option, though has been under-emphasized. 
Fortunately, now with renewed focus of the 
government on regional connectivity, swift progress is 
being made on this front. 
Taken together, the landlocked region of Central Asia, 
comprising Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, the adjoining areas of Russia and Xinjiang 
province of China have a population of 120 million, 
GDP of US$800bn, imports of US$140bn and exports of 
US$ 160 bn. The access to waters to 
US$300bn international trade of this 
region is available through Russian ports 
of St. Petersburg and Kaliningrad on Baltic 
Sea, Vladivostok on the Pacific and 
Murmansk on Barents Sea, Chinese ports 
on its Eastern coast and Pakistani ports of 
Gwadar, Karachi and Port Qasim. 
However, the route to waters through 


. integration and cargo facilitation for mutual benefits. | 
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Pakistani ports is shorter and the number 
of days required for the journey are lesser 
by one day to five days, depending upon 
the destination. The National Freight and 
Logistics Policy of Pakistan, 2021, while 
highlighting the potential benefits of an 
effective logistic system stated that for 
each day less that freight spends in a 
supply chain, the corresponding trade can 
increase by 4.5%. Hence for the 
aforementioned region having 
international trade of US$ 300bn, utilizing 
the ports of Gwadar, Karachi and Port 
Qasim and transit of cargo through 
Pakistan to respective destinations is 
economically the most viable 
transportation option. 

Unfortunately, over the years the 
International transit trade through 
Pakistan has been restricted to 
Afghanistan only. The total International 
trade of this country in 2019-20 was 
US$8.5bn. Out of this, trade worth 
US$5.5bn weighing 2.5 million tons, 
transited through Pakistan. It is very 
pertinent to mention that one 20-foot 
container of transit goods travelling 
through Pakistan adds at an average 
US$2000 to its economy in terms of 
transport charges, tolls, premium to 
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insurance companies for the security provided against 


goods being transited, employment and _ auxiliary 
benefits. The 2.5 million tons of Afghan cargo valuing 
US$5.5bn transiting through Pakistan in 2019-20 injected 
minimum benefit of US$0.25bn implying that the 
contribution of transit trade to the economy of the transit 
country is 4.6% of the value of the transited goods. 
Through development of appropriate infrastructure and 
facilitative regulatory regimes, Pakistan can succeed in 
attracting the additional transit trade of US$300 which 
will annually inject US$ 14bn toits economy. 

Besides, direct economic benefit at 4.6% of the value of 
goods transiting through Pakistan, the expansion of 
transit trade is likely to help in strengthening diplomatic 
ties with the respective countries. The activity is also 
expected to increase tourism to and from Pakistan. 
Moreover, there will be every likelihood that taking 
advantage of shorter distances, the Pakistani exporters 
will be able to capture larger share of US$140bn import, 
market of the said region. 

Keeping in view the abovementioned benefits of increased 
transit trade through the country, the honorable Prime 
Minister, in November 2019, directed that immediate 
steps be taken for expansion of transit trade through 
Pakistan. Ever since and within a span of two years, 
meaningful progress has been made towards the target 
given by the Prime Minister. 

To begin with, the existing Afghan Transit Trade regime 
Was overhauled for enhanced facilitation and reduction in 
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dwell time: three major improvements were made. The 
manual assessment of cargo was replaced with automatic 
assessment, compulsory examination was removed and 
submission of one-time Revolving Insurance Guarantee in 
place of GD-wise insurance guarantee was introduced vide 
SRO 1013(I)/2021 dated 5.8.2021. Another landmark step 
forward for expansion of Afghan Transit Trade was taken 
in November 2021 when road-air corridor was introduced 
through CGO 10/2021 dated 22.11.2021. It provided for 
arrival of Afghan cargo at Islamabad International Airport 
for onward transportation by land to the land border 
station, Torkham. After its successful operation at 
Islamabad airport, there is every likelihood that this 
facility will also be extended to Peshawar and Quetta 
airports. 

In July 2021, after the visit of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan to Uzbekistan, the Ministry of Commerce 
finalized the Transit Trade Agreement with Uzbekistan; 
the Central Asian State having population of 30 million 
and international trade of US$38 billion. Within a short 
time of four months, Pakistan Customs finalized the 
respective rules which were issued through SRO 
1466(1)/2021 dated 11.11.2022. These rules outlined 
same facilitative measures that had been introduced for 
Afghan Transit Trade. However, for the growth of logistic 
business in the country, provision for cross stuffing of 
containers at Karachi has also been introduced under 
Uzbekistan Transit Trade Rules. This new regime of 
Transit Trade is expected to be operationalized in March 
this year. 

In addition to the abovementioned two bilateral transit 
trade agreements, Pakistan is also part of Quadrilateral 
Transit Trade agreement (QTTA) since 1995. The other 
three countries in this multilateral agreement are 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and China. However, as the Rules 
for implementation of QTTA were not made, the quantum 
of transit trade through Pakistan under this agreement 
has so far been NIL. 

Lastly, one transit convention, i.e. Transport International 
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Routiers (TIR) which has immense potential for regional 
connectively is yet to take off in true sense in Pakistan. 
This convention has a long history way back to 1948 when 


Products’ Exports 


Jan-22 % Change tausnur 


Pharmaceutical products 


Exports Markets 


Markets 
United states 
China 


aly 


Arab Emirates 


International Road Transport Union (IRU) was founded in 
Geneva to facilitate international road transport in 
Europe. In 1949, it developed a system for transportation 
of goods from country A to country B without being 
examined at the en route countries. Ten years later, in 
1959, the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe turned this system into a UN Convention and IRU 
was mandated to manage it. In 1975, the new version of 
TIR Convention was approved which included the concept 
of containers and intermodal transport. Though Pakistan 
signed TIR convention in 2015, no meaningful progress 
was made to tap this extremely useful regime till 2020. 
Soon after the directions of the Prime Minister for 
expansion of transit trade, the underutilization of TIR 
regime was also examined. The bottlenecks in the existing 
rules were removed and new SRO 1433 (I)/2020 was 
issued on 30.12.2020; the minimum vehicle requirement 
for a transport operator under TIR was reduced from 5 to 
1 and the bank guarantee was replaced by insurance 
guarantee as a security instrument. Acknowledging that 
the true potential of TIR could not be realized unless 
journey by sea is integrated to the journey by road, the 
procedure for road-sea multimodal TIR operation was 
developed and sent to International Road Union (IRU). The 
said procedure was approved by IRU in September 2021. 
Its implementation in WeBOC is under process. 
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The contractual responsibilities of sender, carrier and 
receiver in respect of transportation of goods by road are 
defined in CMR Convention of 1956. Pakistan signed this 
convention in August 2021. The draft rules for 
CMR consignment note were prepared in 
September 2021 and sent to the concerned 
Ministries for comments. The nineteen customs 
es stations, which had been notified by FBR for TIR 
se operations, were enabled for import, export 
and transit activities in the Customs 
Computerized system in December 2021. 

It is worth highlighting that two export 
consignments were transported from Karachi 
to Turkey under TIR regime by the National 
Logistic Cell (NLC) in September 2021. These 
consignments reached the destination in 11 
days after travelling 4890 km and crossing land 
borders of Pakistan, Iran and Turkey. It is 
pertinent to mention that normal sea route 
through Red sea-Mediterranean Sea is around 
35 days. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe envisaged paperless TIR regime. 
Pakistan was amongst the first eight of the 
seventy-seven member countries which opted, 
and was approved by UNECE for e-TIR project. 
The initiation and design stage, constituting 
30% of the project, has been completed. 
Meanwhile, an intermediary version namely 
digital TIR, which is a step towards e-TIR, was 
developed by IRU, again Pakistan was amongst the first 
few member countries to sign the agreement with IRU for 
implementation of digital TIR in December 2021. 

It is strongly believed that through continuation of the 
existing drive and momentum towards expansion of 
transit trade, t..e annual quantum of international trade 
transiting through the territory of Pakistan will soon 
witness an exponential growth, making it the leading 
transit country of the world. & 


The writer is Director, Directorate General of 
Transit Trade, Karachi. 
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Rebasing of _ 


January 20, the Government of Pakistan 
announced that GDP calculations in Pakistan 
have been 'rebased' and would now be done on 
the factor prices of 2015-2016 rather than of 
2005. Through an increase in the coverage of 
economic activities and a changed 
methodology that expanded the size of the 
economy to $347 billion and jacked up the growth rate to 
5.6% in the last fiscal year, the National Accounts 
Committee has approved to add Rs3.1 trillion value to the 


In an attempt to balloon uy 
government has rebased 
As a result of the exercise 
the size of the economy, 


Mudassar Hussain 


country's economy. At $347 billion, Pakistan's standing 
among world economies has now improved to 35th - 
below Denmark - which has $355 billion worth of 
economy size. 

Moreover, per capita income increased to Rs266,614. Due 
to improved coverage and better estimation of input- 
output structure of industries, gross value addition has 
increased by Rs3.1 trillion in the base year 2015-16 from 
Rs27.4 to Rs30.5 trillion, showing an increase of 11.3% in 
the gross value added (GVA) for the base year 2015-16. 


the country’s Overall GOP growth figures for fiscal year 2021-22, the 
national accounts, changing the base year from FY 2005-06 to FY 2015-16. 
Growth rate has improved from the earlier estimate of 3.94% to 5.4%, while 
ise to $346.76 billion from the provisional estimate of $296 billion. The 


rebasing would help the incumbent regime show jacked-up GDP growth figures and other key economic 
indicators. However, the exercise Will also have @ negative impact on certain economic indicators. For 
instance, with the ballooning GDP growth rate, total public debt as a percentage of GDP will improve but 
FBR's tax-to-GDP ratio may worsen. 
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This shows that in the previous base of 2005-06, the 
economy was under estimated by 11.3%. 

Agriculture showed an increase of 8.3% from Rs6.7 
trillion to Rs7.3 trillion, industry grew by 11.9% from 
Rs5.3 trillion to Rs5.9 trillion and services enhanced 
by 12.5% from Rs 15.3 trillion to Rs17.3 trillion. 

The decision to rebase the economy from fiscal year 
2005-06 to 2015-16 also resulted in a reduction in the 
public debt burden but sank further the tax-to-GDP 
ratio. In a big sigh of relief to the government that is 
reeling under heavy debt burden, the rebasing 
exercise has reduced the public debt-to-GDP ratio from 
83.5% to 71.8% for fiscal year 2020-21. But there is no 
reduction in the public debt, which remains at Rs39.9 
trillion by June 2021. There is also 14 percentage points 
reduction in the total public debt and liabilities that will 
now be shown at 86% from 100% under the old 
methodology. But the total public debt and liabilities 
remained at Rs47.8 trillion by end of June last year. 

The FBR's tax-to-GDP ratio is now 8.5% as against 9.6% 
under the old methodology. About Rs556 billion worth of 
goods have been added in the base value of the agriculture 
sector, which still seems on the the lower side as the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) did not conduct fresh 
livestock census. 

An addition of Rs631 billion is made in the base value of 
the industrial activities but the major increase of Rs1.9 
trillion is made in the value of the services sector. The 
maximum increase has been witnessed in the subsector of 
wholesale and retail. Consequently, the share of 
agriculture in the GDP rises from 23 to 24%. 

The industrial sector's share has shrunk to just 19.5% 
from 20.9%, showing de-industrialisation in the country. 
The share of the services sector has increased from 56 to 
56.6%. yp there has been over 16% reduction in net 
primary income, to which the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
had objected. 

GDP growth rate 

As per the new methodology, the economic growth rate 
for the last fisca] year 2020-21 has been increased to 5.6% 
from 3.9% as per provisional estimates, 
which was the highest in past 14 years. Even 
at the old base year, the GDP growth rate 
was 5.4% due to incorporation of final data 
of the LSM and agriculture sectors. 

For the first year of the PTI rule, the GDP 
growth figure is also adjusted upward to 


3.1% from 2% and for the second year (201 9- GOP 
20), the contraction figure is now further 
revised downward to 1% negative growth. Exports 


However, the GDP growth rate for fiscal 
year 2017-18 - the last year of the PML-N 
rule - was also revised upward to 15-year 
high of 6.1% from 5.5%, according to the 
National Accounts Committee. 

The agriculture sector growth rate is 
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Things to Remember 
Rebasing is a normal and standard process and, therefore, the 
mere act of rebasing is not statistical gimmickry. 
The rebasing activity seems to have been overdue for some 


time. The international convention is to do this every 5-10 years; 
Pakistan's last rebasing happened in 2005, 

The exercise was being deliberated and apparently consulted 
and informed to relevant stakeholders, including the World 
Bank. 


adjusted at 3.5% from 2.8% in fiscal year 2020-21. But the 
industrial sector growth is revised downward to 7.8% from 
9% and the services sector growth estimates are adjusted 
upward to 5.7% from 4.9% for fiscal year 2020-21 

The Planning Ministry said that since 2020-21 was the 
recovery year after Covid-19; therefore, all the industries 
showed impressive growth due to low base. The 
agriculture sector registered the growth mainly because 
of increase in production of wheat, maize, rice and 
sugarcane. 

New contribution of different sectors 

The rebasing of National Accounts has resulted in an 
increasing share of the agriculture sector in the GDP 
growth by 1%, jacking it up from 23% to 24% while the 
contribution of the industrial sector shrank from 20.9% to 
19.5%. The contribution of the services sector in GDP 
growth increased from 56% to 56.6% through rebasing of 
national accounts done on the base year of 2015-16. 

The rebasing exercise possessed an additional impact of 
Rs30,508 billion, including with the contribution of the 
agriculture sector to the tune of Rs7,306 billion, industrial 
sector Rs5,939 billion, and services sector by Rs17,261 
billion. 

The share of crops in the agriculture sector growth 
declined from 9.9% from the base year 2005-6 to 8.2% in 
accordance with the base year of 2015-16. Out of the crop 
sector, the share of major crops slashed down from 5.8% 
to 4.8%, other crops from 3.3% to 3%, and cotton ginning 
from 0.8% to 0.4% in 2015-16. 
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The share of livestock in the agriculture sector 
contribution in GDP growth increased from 12.1% in 2005- 
6 to 14.9% on the basis of base year 2015-16. The 
contribution of forestry and fishing remained almost the 
same with change of the base year. 

The important crops such as wheat, sugarcane, cotton and 
rice declined from Rs1,718 billion to Rs1,462 billion. The 
other crops increased from Rs740 billion to Rs912 billion. 
The cotton declined from Rs163 to Rs122 billion. 

The livestock contribution increased from Rs3,847 billion 
to Rs4,532 billion. As mentioned earlier, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) did not conduct a fresh census, 
so the last survey was used to incorporate updated 
figures. The forestry decreased from Rs171 to Rs162 
billion while fishing increased from Rs112 to 116 billion. 
The contribution of industrial sector in GDP growth 
declined from 20.9% to 19.5% on the basis of rebasing 
exercise as mining decreased from 3.3% to 2.3%, 
manufacturing sector from 13.8% to 12%, large-scale 
manufacturing from 11.7% to 9.3% but contribution of 
small-scale manufacturing increased from 1.2 to 1.6% and 
slaughtering went up from 0.9 to 1.1%. 

The electricity, gas and water supply contribution in the 
GDP growth increased from 1.4% to 2.2% and construction 
sector from 2.4 to 2.9%. 

The mining sector saw an increase from Rs653 to Rs691 
billion, Large-scale manufacturing increased from 
Rs2,801 to Rs2,842 billion, small-scale increased from 
Rs407 bn to Rs495 billion, slaughtering increased from 
Rs305 to Rs332 billion, electricity, gas and water supply 
increased from Rs542 to Rs681 billion and the 
construction sector increased from Rs601 to Rs899 
billion. 

In the services sector, the contribution of Wholesale and 
Retail increased from Rs4,613 to Rs5,380 billion, 
transportation and storage increased from Rs3,209 to 
Rs3,449 billion, accommodation and food services 
industry declined from Rs491 to Rs426 billion, 
information and communication increased from Rs457 to 
Rs611 billion, finance and insurance decreased from 
Rs544 to Rs530 billion, real estate activities increased 
from Rs1,506 to Rs1,735 billion, public administration 
increased from Rs1,421 to Rs1,458 billion, education 
increased from Rs599 to Rs955 billion, human health and 
social work increased from Rs374 to 420 billion, and other 
private services activities increased from Rs2,128 to 2,298 
billion due to fresh estimation. 

These include publishing activities, TV channels, 
computer-related activities, real estate activities, 
accounting activities, scientific research and development 
through advertising and market research, other 
professional, scientific and technical activities, veterinary 
activities, administrative and support service activities, 
arts, entertainment and recreation and other service 
activities. 
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What is Rebasing? 
GDP rebasing is the process of replacing an old base year with a 
more recent one, usually every five years, to keep pace of the price 
changes and economic structure to capture the current economic 
conditions. It is a regular process across the world and has 
happened in the past in Pakistan as well (in 2005, 1998 and 1980). 
This is an important exercise which helps in planning ahead for 
economic growth, and also with the factoring in of new sectors, 
products, and technologies leading to better investment decisions. 
The methodology adopted in the rebasing is in line with the 2008 
System of National Accounts. From 2014-15 to 2016-17, PBS has 
conducted about 45 census, surveys and studies to properly 
capture the economic activities in the country. The results of these 
have already been reviewed by internal and World Bank experts. 
Efforts have been made to include new economic activities. 
Dedicated surveys and studies have been conducted to capture the 
share of economic activities in the economy. Input-output ratios of 
various industries have been updated, which has resulted in better 
reflection of their contribution in the economy, added the official 
announcement. 
The only tangible benefit perhaps of this exercise will be in how it 
es Hence et Teal how ihe Benet ang ely sectors 


Analysis 

The expansion in the size of the economy has provided 
room for the government to issue new sovereign 
guarantees and had a welcome impact on key 
macroeconomic indicators. For instance, public debt has 
reduced as percentage of GDP, creating space for the 
government to make more borrowing. Per capita income is 
revised up, by about 8%. The tax-to-GDP ratio and exports- 
to-GDP ratio have rather gone down. 

And now the million-dollar question! Will this economic 
expansion, happening due to the rebasing, make the life of 
the common man any better? Sadly, there lies no such 
connection. Microeconomy, i.e. the economy of the 
common man, is not going to take any positive impact. 
Five observations are critical regarding the rebasing 
exercise: 

First, while the upgraded growth rate is being cited as an 
achievement; yet, ignored are a set of critical 
macroeconomic indicators that are calculated as a 
percentage of GDP that, one would be forced to assume, 
would have performed more poorly than cited in the 
budget — indicators that include (i) tax as a percentage of 
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GDP would be lower than 8% (instead of the 9.8% claimed 
in the budget), and non-tax revenue of 3.6%. The federal 
government expenditure as a percentage of GDP would be 
lower of course as would the fiscal balance (negative 7.1%) 
and primary balance (negative 1.2%) as would public debt 
as a percentage of GDP which was budgeted for last year at 
83.1%. In other words, a range of recalculations are 
required. 

Secondly, “usually the NAC meeting is held in May every 
year, however, this meeting has its own significance as it 
reviewed and approved the rebased series from 2015-16 
to 2020-21 on the prices of 2015-16.” While critics may 
dismiss this significantly upgraded growth data as the 
government's political compulsion yet one would hope for 
clarity from the NAC on whether this data will be reviewed 
and finalised in May as is the usual practice or whether 
this is the final rate. 

Thirdly, the rise in GDP in 2020-21 has to be seen in the 
context of the extremely low base (growth rate) in 2019-20 
wherein the government, and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), acknowledge a negative 0.5% growth rate yet 
the World Bank website indicates negative 0.935%. As the 
PAC press release presents no substantiating/supporting 
data, it is not known which of these 2019-20 growth rates 
was taken as a yardstick to determine the growth rate in 
2020-21. Assuming that the negative 0.5% was taken as 
the growth rate for 2019-20, though the World Bank rate 
would show a much higher growth rate last year than 
announced in May, the question is what components of 
the GDP may have contributed to the rise. The large scale 
manufacturing-(LSM) sector, accounting for around 10% 
of GDP, registered negative 9.78% in 2019-20. It is 
important to note that March, April and May 2020 were 
particularly bad months with negative 21.7%, negative 
41.12% and negative 25.48%, respectively, which indicates 


the be 


year 
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an even lower base that may well account for around 2% of 
the higher GDP growthrate as calculated by the NAC. 
Though detailed data is still expected, yet the Prime 
Minister and his team are citing a massive increase in sales 
of cars, cement and tractors as proof positive that growth, 
as an outcome of the government's policies, is much 
better than envisaged. There is no doubt that last year, 
globally, there was a significant rise in purchases by 
households, as consumption deferred due to the Covid- 
related lockdown rose; however, it would be safe to 
assume that a major part of this rise was met by 
inventories rather than an increase in output. 

And finally, it must be borne in mind that, in May 2021, the 
IMF had taken two to three months to verify the growth 
rate released by the government, a verification that 
subsequently determined recalibration of the extremely 
harsh conditions agreed in February 2021 under the 
second to fifth review, whose “harshness” remained intact 
in spite of Shaukat Tarin's insistence, soon after his 
appointment in April 2021 as the finance minister, that he 
would renegotiate these harsh terms. So, a higher GDP 
growth rate is unlikely to allow for renegotiation with the 
IMF. 

The Prime Minister claims that poverty has declined (the 
World Bank notes that poverty in Pakistan was 39.3% in 
2020-21 and projected, as opposed to calculated, a 
decline in 2021-22 to 39.2 percentage points) and the 
Ehsaas/BISP is on track (though the government has 
allocated 260 billion rupees to this programme against 
120 billion rupees by the PML-N during its last year in 
government though current expenditure in 2017-18 was 
4.32 trillion rupees while it is budgeted at 7.5 trillion 
rupees today). It can be safely deduced that something is 
not right, seriously amiss, especially when leading to 
suspicion of motive. f 
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On the Historic Verdict of the Federal Shariat Court 
N4M CSS wGrevip 


. On Apri 28, the Federal Shariat Court gave 2 histore verdict whereby declared that the prevailing interest-b 
Pakistanis against the Sharia. The court ruled that the federal and provincial governments must amend 
sys ter n tie be free of interest by December 2027. The court also 
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fter 20 years of pendency of the case on Riba 
(interest), a three-judge bench, led by its Chief 
Justice Muhammad Noor Meskanzai, the 
Federal Shariat Court (FSC) finally declared, on 
April 28, that the prohibition of Riba was 
absolute in all its forms and manifestations 
according to the injunctions of Islam and in accordance 
with the Holy Quran and Sunnah, The Court directed the 
government to make regulatory changes so as to ensure 
that the banking system of Pakistan becomes free of 
interest within five years. The court ruled that the federal 
government and provincial governments must alter 
relevant laws and publish directives by December 2027 to 
ensure that the country's banking system is made interest- 
free. The ruling added that “elimination of Riba from our 
economic system is our religious as well as our 
constitutional duty; hence it has to be eliminated from 
Pakistan.” 
The verdict, which was read out 
by Justice Dr Syed Muhammad 
Anwer, was earlier reserved by 


the three-member bench of the ys ww) LA) 


FSC on April 12 after hearing all Nl, 
the parties and the Attorney 


Dr Noor Alam 


economists, experts, scholars, chartered accountants, 
Attorney General for Pakistan and the advocates general 
of the provinces advanced their arguments. They also 
gave suggestions for conversion of the existing banking 
system into Riba-free Islamic banking system. 

Important excerpts from the verdict 

In the written judgment, the bench said: 

1. “{E]limination of Riba from our economic system 
is our religious as well as our constitutional duty; 
hence it has to be eliminated from Pakistan. 

2. “The prohibition of Riba is the corner stone of the 
Islamic economic system. Therefore, we have 
decided that every loan which extracts any 
additional amount upon the principal from the 
debtor is Riba, hence, any transaction that 
contains Riba even at a slightest level, falls within 
the category of Riba thus prohibited. Furthermore, 

all the prevailing forms 
of interest, either in the 
banking transactions or 
in private transactions, 
fall within the definition 
of Riba.” 

“The prohibition of 


SIVA ON 
45 ek ay A 3. 
General. The court observed that SY) “4 » \Z Riba is complete and 
banks were receiving more than SO i absolute in all its forms 


Y 
the Joan amount which fell under wy 
the category of usury. "Islamic AY WA 
banking system is risk-free and WF 
against exploitation,” Justice -) v1 
Anwar remarked. 4 
History N 


The first petition for the abolition 
of the interest-based banking 
system in Pakistan was filed in 
the Federal] Shariat Court on June 
30, 1990. The then-chief justice 
of the FSC, Dr Tanzeel-ur- 
Rehman, had constituted a three- 
member bench that delivered 
judgment in the case on November 14, 1991, and sought 
its implementation by Apri] 30, 1992. The then PML-N 
government had challenged the decision in the apex court. 
Years later on December 23, 1999, the Supreme Court 
upheld the decision of the FSC and directed authorities to 
ensure its implementation by June 30, 2000. 
Subsequently, a review appeal was filed in 2002 with the 
top court, and on June 24, 2002, the decision of the Court 
was suspended and the case was referred back to the FSC 
for interpretation of Riba. The case has since been 
pending in this court. Around nine chief justices of the 
FSC have completed their terms since then, but the case 
remained undecided until its verdict was announced on 
April 28. 

The current FSC bench conducted 34 hearings wherein the 
petitioners, their counsels, jurisconsults, amicus curiae, 
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the charging of any 

amount in any manner 

over the principal 

amount of a loan or debt 

is Riba which is 
completely prohibited according to the Quran 
and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (SAW).” 

4. “Any interest stipulated in the Government 
borrowings acquired from domestic or foreign 
sources is Riba and clearly prohibited by the Holy 
Quran and Sunnah; therefore, for future the 
Government is directed to adopt Shariah- 
Compliant Modes while borrowing either from 
domestic or from foreign sources.” 

5. The court also referred “to the constructive, 
encouraging and positive approach of the 
International Financial Institutions like IMF, 
Asian Development Bank and the World Bank to 
utilize Shariah-Compliant, Riba-free financing 
modes for their financing modes being more 
productive and economically feasible.” 
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6. “We are of considered view that all those laws or 
the provisions of laws, which are under challenge 
before us, which contain the word ‘interest’ 
within the meaning of banking interest is Riba, 
hence prohibited and any payment of extra 
amount in addition to due payment due to a 
delay, which is considered and calculated as 
interest over that amount, also falls within the 
category of Riba, hence prohibited being 
repugnant to the injunctions of Islam according 
to the principles as laid down in the Quran and 
Sunnah. All the prevailing forms of interest 
either in the banking transactions or in private 
transactions do fall within the definition of Riba. 
Therefore the Government is directed to delete 

~ the word ‘interest' wherever it is used in the 
impugned provisions of law in this sense as 
already decided by us after examination of each 
impugned law as discussed supra.” 

7. The verdict stated that China, as per Islamic 
Shariah, is heading towards an interest-free 
banking system. It also directed the government 
to immediately remove the word interest from all 
banking and other laws. ° 

8. The verdict also stated that the attorney general 
had informed the judges that it would take time 
to get rid of the interest-based system in the 
country. The Supreme Court's Shariat Appellate 
Bench in 2001 had ordered the implementation 
of the order to abolish the interest system. The 
court, giving the government five years to 
implement an interest-free banking system in the 
country, ordered that such a system should be 
implemented in the country by December 31, 
2027. 

9. The court stated that had Article 38-F been 
implemented years ago, riba would have ended. 
It added that the State Bank of Pakistan, in its 
report, had stated that 20pc of banking had 
shifted to the Islamic system. It added that five 
years is enough time to ensure the implementa- 
tion of an Islamic and interest-free banking 
system in the country. 

10. “The government is expected to present an 
annual report on the interest-free system in 
Parliament,” said the verdict. The court also 
declared the Interest Act, 1839, and all laws and 
provisions facilitating interest as unlawful. 

A welcome verdict? 

Those in favour of this verdict assert that the FSC's 
declaring the prohibition of Riba absolute in all its forms 
and manifestations according to the injunctions of Islam 
is indeed a landmark decision. However, the judgment 
cannot be considered an end in itself; it's just a step 
further towards moulding the whole economy and 
financial sector according to the injunctions of Islam and 
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Riba Al-Nasiyah 


This Riba is based on loan contract or money lending. 
It’s an increase in payment from a borrower toa 
lender over the original loan amount charged by 

the lender to be paid as a reward for the money 
lent and due to delay in time of payment. 


Riba Al-Fad| 


This Riba is based on sale contract. It arises during 
an exchange in commodities (such as gold, oil, 
dates, rice, etc.) in unequal quantities or qualities 
and the extra would be Riba or pay cash to make 
up the difference in value. 


laying the foundations of a true Islamic society. They 
suggest that task forces and working groups should be 
formed along with advocacy and awareness campaigns in 
which the role of mainstream and social media, scholars, 
and politicians is of critical importance. They believe that 
that FSC judgment had removed any legal resistance in the 
way of implementing an Islamic economic system, and has 
effectively blocked the way for any review of its judgment. 
In this context, it is relevant to note that Bank of Islam 
Malaysia has been successfully posting profits for years 
by providing loans free of cost to its borrowers, identified 
through the application of a highly ethical process; and, 
without the need to take account of market fluctuations, 
the borrower no longer needs to constantly adjust his 
balance sheets, which account for lower defaults, lower 
non-performing assets and higher profits which are then 
shared with the lender bank that, in turn, shared its 
profits with the depositors. However, the Malaysian 
central bank, Bank Negara Malaysia, continues to set 
interest rates. . 

The other viewpoint 

The verdict is likely to have far-reaching implications for 
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the nation's financial system and its dealings with the 
outside world. The court has given the government until 
the end of 2027 to convert the country's economy into one 
that is “equitable, asset-based, and risk-sharing” by 
prohibiting and eliminating interest in all its manifesta- 
tions, in accordance with religious edicts. 

Although the government has welcomed the decision, 
Stating that the government and the SBP will “carefully 
study this important decision and then seek guidance and 
Clarification from the FSC about the process, steps and 
time frame to implement this decision,” it is likely that the 
decision will be challenged by the banks — and quite 
possibly by the government itself — because of its 
potential impact on the national financial system and the 
country's financial integration with the rest of the world. 
Challenges for the government 

The ‘shift’ to an interest-free economy in a complex, 
modern financial system can be challenging, even if it is 
possible. The implementation of the FSC's decision would 
be a major challenge for the government on three counts. 
First, and perhaps of most serious immediate concern, is 
the fact that Pakistan today owes more than 130 billion 
dollars to foreign countries/multilaterals/commercial 
banks/debt equity from issuance of Sukuk/Eurobonds. 
For the next five years, the country would have to register 
a surplus current account of 26 billion dollars each year to 
meet the deadline given by the Federal Shariat Court. 
Given that Pakistan has registered a current account 
surplus rarely, if ever, with the July-February 2022 deficit 
of 13.1 billion dollars, the government may have to seek 
an extension in the implementation deadline at best. An 
offshoot of this maybe the cessation of all linkages to the 
international financia] market barring a few banks in 
Muslim countries who may hesitate due to the higher risk 
associated with such a delinking. While without doubt the 
very possibility of hot money flowing into the economy 
would evaporate, hot money whose summary exit is 
believed to be a major cause of the 1978 Asian financial 
crisis that caused much angst amongst the people of these 
countries, yet it may also inhibit foreign investors 
institutional, government or private sector from our 
markets. 

Second, the policy rate which is at present a critical 
monetary policy tool used by the State Bank of Pakistan to 
deal with liquidity issues impacting on inflation as well as 
dealing with the pressure on foreign exchange reserves 
due to an unsustainable current account deficit would 
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have to be abandoned which would place the entire onus 
of adjustments on the rupee-dollar parity. In other words, 
inflation may rise well beyond the historical highs 
Pakistan has experienced imported inflation would propel 
the rate of domestic inflation. 

And finally, interest is viewed in the business world as an 
input, cost of capital, which determines the cost and 
pricing of the final product. The FSC's decision would, 
therefore, require a sea change in the way businesses 
calculate their costs which, in turn, may require a re- 
education that may take time. 

It is, therefore, critical for the government to set up a 
committee of domestic and international experts to 
thrash out the modus operandi of a riba-free society, 
which may serve as a model for other Islamic countries. 


Conclusion 
In the constitution of our country - the Islamic Republic of 


Pakistan - it has been decided that no law repugnant to 
Islamic injunctions shall be enacted. Article 227 (1) of the 
constitution clearly lays down: “All existing laws shall be 
brought in conformity with the Injunctions of Islam as laid 
down in the Holy Quran and Sunnah, in this Part referred 
to as the Injunctions of Islam, and no law shall be enacted 
which is repugnant to such Injunctions.” But, 
unfortunately, we have not been able to get rid of the 
interest system for which the justification which is often 
given is that the business of banks all over the world is 
running on interest and we cannot get isolated from it. Itis 
very unfortunate that despite being clearly stated as a war 
against Allah, how such justifications to adopt an interest- 
based system can be offered. Now, as the FSC has given the 
government five years to eliminate Riba which has been 
mentioned in the verdict as “reasonably enough time for 
the implementation of [the court's] decision completely, 
i.e. convert economy of Pakistan into, equitable, asset 
based, risk-sharing and interest-free economy, it is high 
time the government sought guidance from Islamic 
economists, scholars, legal experts, religious scholars and 
the people who run the Riba-free banking systems to 
implement an interest-free economic module as it will 
certainly usher in more entrepreneurship and growth, & 

The writer is an academic and a researcher from Sialkot. 
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Protracted Opportunities and Challenges 
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Moreover, fisheries, shi g and breaking, 
offshore platforms, ma ech ange, ecosystem and 
transportation, etc. are Sansitertd important areas for 
sustainable bine | le growth. With ever-increasing 


innovation in | and trade, countries: having 
coastal lines enjoy a lev geographic 
locations. Besides, Hae transportation plays an important 
role in the world trade. Being relatively economical than 
Other sources, it has proved to be a catalystin the process 
of globalization: 

With its prized geostrategic position, Pakistan can 
translate its potential into becoming akey player in Indian 
Ocean Region. The country has around 1050km long 
Coastline, along with Exclusive Economic Zone of 240,000 
Sq. km, and another additional continental shelf area of 


and tra a port under China- Pakistan 
Pride S(CPEC) has) further ~ Sue tes 
mass, 


Lt ia as aol as ‘Agua stan an ene 


~ Notably, 1 maritime transport industries can offer great 
‘Opportunities in the form of foreign direct investment; in 


tourism, coastal urbanization, port development, ship- 
building and breaking and’ trans-shipment companies. 
However, in a post-Covid-19 world, characterized with a 
momentous economic slow-down, diversifying the 
economy beyond Jand-based sectors of investment 
Temains Challenging but paradoxically remains an 
imperative sphere to elevate the @conomic growth of 
Pakistan. 

Hence, Pakistan's ocean and blue resources endowitwith 
a great potential to be exploited while keeping ip. the 
international best practices of inclusive and’ sustainable 
growth peculiar to the conditions of the country. 

Blue economy of the world bityts 
Oceans are vital to the world's economy. They edver 
around 72 percent of the surface of the Earth and about 40: 


‘percent of the world's population lives within 100.km.of 


coastal areas. Most of the world's largest developed Gities - 
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are located along the coastal areas. While more than 80 
percent of the global trade by volume is carried via sea 
routes - they are also a source of employment for millions 
of people - oceans also regulate the climate and weather. 
As per careful estimates, the marine economy contributes 
$1.5 trillion to the world's total GDP of around $85 trillion. 
And, more than 350 million people around the world are 
directly linked to fisheries sector. Moreover, it is 
estimated that, by 2025, about 34 percent of crude oil 
production will be coming from offshore sources. 
Aquaculture provides 50 percent of fish for human 
consumption. Resides, according to a WWF report 
‘Reviving the Oceans Economy: The Case for 


Action—2015', the total worth of the oceanic resources is 
$24 trillion. 

From the environmental perspective also, oceans are 
critical as they absorb around 30 percent of the carbon 
dioxide emissions; thus, they decelerate the glohal 
warming. They are also the source of producing 50 
percent of the oxygen we breathe. Moreover, about 50 
percent of al] international tourists travel to coastal areas. 
And, in some developing countries, particularly Small 
Island Developing States, tourism contributes for over 25 
percent of their GDP. 

Opportunities and Challenges 

Pakistan is faced with myriad economic woes; anda 
near-existential development is inevitable. 

Being a lower-middle income country and having 
multiple governance issues, Pakistan's 
economy has lurched from one financial 
crisis to another. Economic growth has been 
unstable, hovering around 3.6 percent 
annually, less than the South Asian 
average of 4.9 percent in the last 
decade. This state of affairs has 
resulted in growing unemployment 
and poverty. However, according 
to Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics 
(PIDE), the country's 
economy has the 
potential to achieve a 
Sustainable growth 

rale of & percent 
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of balance of payments further add to the country’s 
economic woes, Almost all the problems of the country - 
and their solutions too - are linked, directly or indirectly, 
with poor economic conditions. With an abysmal 
economy, the country is struggling to achieve sustainable 
development and economic growth. Amidst all this, the 
country cannot depend only on conventional resources to 
meet the future demands of a burgeoning population. 
Hence, itis important for Pakistan to unlock the potential 
of non-traditional areas. Investment in the marine and 
coastal resources can help the country to meet food, 
transport and energy demands together with fetching 


direly-needed foreign reserves. 
Moreover, blue economy can attract local 
and international tourists. According to 
the Maritime Study Forum, it is estimated 
that developing coastal areas of Sindh 
and Balochistan for tourism purposes 
can generate $5 billion per annum. 
These areas, as of now, hardly 
generate $50,000 annually. The 
geographical location of 
Pakistan confers on the 
country an immense 
potential to generate 
revenues through 
trans-shipping but, 
due to neglect of 


sie 


MARITIME») 
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per annum. The Common by sane | DEGOND Marine decades, this could 
country is the Sth sie ' a al BLUE ECONOMY Cn or tas not materialize, 
most populous in though other 
the world, with its coastal South Asian 
population growing Shared Maritime = countries are taking 


over 2 percent a_ Infrastructure 
year. This situation 
can pose a set of new 
challenges, together 

' with food insecurity. The 
inability to mobilize 
revenues and worrying state 
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blue resources. 
Pakistan's maritime 
revenue stands at $183 
million whereas Bangladesh 
and India generate $6 billion 
and $5.6 billion, respectively. 
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Integrated and realistic approach is 
required from the public mangers. 
Policy framework must reflect national 
priorities and interests. 
Comprehensive and viable efforts are 
required to avoid Environmental 
pollution, 


Policy Recommendations 


“Lessons drawing” from the 
experiences of China 

Identify intended and unintended 
consequences of the Policies 
Establish “Research and Training 
institutes” 


ECONOMY 


Master plan for development of Costal 
tourism and tidal energy Pace up the 
offshore exploration and drilling. 
Implementation of Hong Kong 
convention. 


Fisheries sector of Pakistan is also under- performing. The 
country's fish exports stand at around $350 million 
whereas these, conservative estimates suggest, an be 
easily enhanced to $2 billion annually. According to Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), total fish production 
of Pakistan accounts for only 3.7 percent of the combined 
production of Bangladesh and India. On the other hand, 
fish exports of India and Bangladesh are 26-folds and |0- 
folds, respectively, higher than those of Pakistan. 

In addition, with 21.5 percent share in the breaking of 
vessels worldwide, the ship-breaking sector of the blue 
economy shows satisfactory performance, according to 
the Review of Maritime Transports, 2019. However, it has 
far more potential than the current position of revenues. 
The ship-breaking yard in Gadani can generate $3 billion 
annually which, at present, is around $100 million. 


Pakistan also needs to expand the fleet of local vessels. 
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC), with its 
12 vessels, earned an after-profit tax of Rs2.2 billion 
during the FY21. A former PNSC executive director, 
Commodore (r) Syed Muhammad Obaidullah, recently 
said at a webinar, “Pakistan can save around $5-6 billion 
annually merely by using the PNSC as the mainstay of its 
international maritime trade and allowing the national 
flag-carrier to buy more oil carriers and tankers to 
increase its capacity of transporting liquid freight.” Any 
development in this regard will definitely ease up 
pressure on the external front of the economy and help 
save foreign reserves. 

Conclusion 

Blue economy of Pakistan proffers a myriad maritime 


sector that is full of economic potential. Ranging from 

traditional maritime industries; fisheries, 

coastal tourism, maritime transport, etc. 

to fledgling areas of deep sea mining, 

oceanic renewable energy, maritime 

~— tourism, aquaculture and marine 

biotechnology, the country can actualize 

the long-neglected yet very significant 

sector to turn the economic fortunes of 

the country. Political will, coupled with 

-—~—-——= prioritizing and a comprehensive 

Mint i q strategy, would be required in_ this 
regard. B) 
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PAKISTAN 
IZ;CONOMIC 
SURVEY 


2021-22 


The state ofeconomy 


carefully 


June 09, Finance Minister Miftah Ismail 
unveiled the Pakistan Economic Survey 2021- 
22. This yearly flagship publication of the 
Ministry of Finance has presented a fair picture 
of the state of country's economy as it says the 
economic growth of Pakistan was recorded at 
5.97pc as opposed to the target of 4.8pc. The 
GDP growth of 5.97pc is a combination of 4.40pe growth 
in agriculture, 7.19pc growth in industries, and 6.19pc 
growth in services against the targets of 3.5pc, 6.5pc and 
4.7pc, respectively. This growth beyond targets 
represents a boom in all three major sectors of Pakistan's 
economy. 
However, although the 5.97pc growth in economy against 
the set target of 4.8pc is a good news in itself, it was 
dampened by widening deficits in trade and current 
account, unprecedented inflation rate and the free falling 
currency value. All these factors point to an unsustainable 
economic growth. As the Finance Minister puts it: 
“Achieving growth was not an issue for Pakistan, the real 
issue is achieving sustainable growth.” 
Key Highlights 
¢  Thereal GDP posted a growth of 5.97pc 
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Shahzad Khalid 


For July-April FY2022, the current account 
deficit remained $13.8 billion against the deficit 
of $0.5 billion last year 
Investment-to-GDP ratio remained 
compared to 14.6pc recorded in FY 2021. 
The agriculture sector posted growth of 4.4pe 
mainly due to 6.6pe growth in crops and 3.3pe 
growthin livestock. 

Industrial sector recorded a growth of 7.2pe in 
FY2022 compared to 7.8pe growth in FY 202 1. 
Services sector still constitutes the largest share 
of 58pc in GDP 

Large Scale Manufacturing (LSM) growth during 
July-March FY2022 increased by LO.4pe as 
compared to 4.2pe growth in the same period last 
year. 

Potal revenues increased by 17.7 pe and reached 
Rs 5,874.2 billion (8.8pe of GDP) in July-March 
HY2022 against Rs 4,992.6 billion (8.9pe of GDP) 
lust year, 

Fotal tax collection (Federal & Provincial) grew by 
28.1 pe to reach Rs 4,821.9 billion during July- 
March FY2022 as compared to Rs 3,765.0 billion 


15.1lpe 
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in the comparable period of last year. 

Non-tax revenues, on the other hand, fell 14.3pc 
to Rs 1,052.2 billion in July-March FY2022, 
compared to Rs 1,227.6 billion in the same 
period the previous year. 

Total expenditures grew by 27.0pc to reach Rs 
8,439.8 billion in July-March FY2022 against Rs 
6,644.6 billion last year. 

Current expenditures grew by 21.2pc to Rs 
7,378.0 billion during July-March FY2022 as 
compared to Rs 6,085.4 billion in the comparable 
period of last year. 

Total development expenditure increased 
significantly by 54.6pce to Rs 1,032.7 billion in 
July-March FY2022 against Rs 668.0 billion in the 
comparable period of last year. 

The federal PSDP grew by 28.lpc to Rs 452.3 
billion during July-March FY2022 against Rs 
353.0 billion last year. 

FBR tax collection during July-May FY2022 
increased by 28.4pc to Rs 5,348.2 billion against 
Rs 4,164.3 billion last year. 

During July-March FY2022, all the four provinces 
posted a combined surplus of Rs 599.8 billion 
against Rs 412.7 billion in the same period of last 
year. 

The fiscal deficit increased to 3.8pc of GDP (Rs 
2,565.6 billion) during July-March FY2022 
against 3.0pc of GDP (Rs 1,652.0 billion) in the 
same period of last year. 

The primary balance posted a deficit of Rs 447.2 
billion against the surplus of Rs 451.8 billion 
during the period under review. 

During the period 
Ist July-20th May 
FY2022, the Net 
Domestic Assets 
(NDA) of the 
banking system 
witnessed an 
expansion of Rs 
3,075.2 billion as 
compared to an 
expansion of Ks 
645.7 billion during 
the comparable 
period last year. 

The benchmark KSE-100 Index opened at 47,356 
points on July 1, 2021, closed at 44,929 points on 
March 31, 2022, and declined by 5,1 pc in the first 
nine months of FY2022. 

The headline inflation CPI averaged 11,3pe 


during July-May FY2022 against 8.8pc in the 


comparable period last year. 


During July-April FY2022, the exports grew 
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remarkably by 27.8pc and reached $ 26.8 billion 
dollars as compared to $21.0 billion in the same 
period last year. 

e Imports stood at $59.8 billion in July-April 
FY2022 as compared to $43.0 billion in the same 
period last year grew by 39.0pc. The increase in 
imports is recorded in all the major groups. 

e = Trade deficit increased by 49.6pc in July-April 
FY2022 to $32.9 billion as compared to $22.0 
billion. in the corresponding period last year. 

e During July-April FY2022, the current account 
posted a deficit of $13.8 billion against a deficit 
of $543 million last year. 

¢ Total public debt was Rs 44,366 billion at end- 
March 2022. 

¢ Domestic debt was Rs 28,076 billion and external 
public debt was Rs 16,290 billion or $ 88.8 billion 
at the end of March-2022. 

e Total labour force is 71.76 million, out of which 
67.25 million are employed and 4.51 million are 
unemployed. 

e Import bill of oil increased by 95.9pc to $17.03 
billion during July-April FY2022 compared to 
$8.69 billion during the same period last year. 

Analysis 

The Economic Survey does not, as expected by the rhetoric 
of the current economic team leaders, undermine the 
effort of the Khan administration, mentions the effect of 
the pandemic on global poverty levels, and impartially 
notes the reasons for inflation — internal and external 
including adjustments in prices of electricity and gas, 
rupee depreciation along with rapid increase in global fuel 
prices. 

It mentions political uncertainty almost in passing but 
eee does note though it does not 
dwell on the fiscal 
~ adjustments that are 
| required as are “reforms in 
almost every sector of the 
economy to lay the 
foundation of higher, 
inclusive and sustainable 
growth” — perhaps a not so 
) oblique reference to the 
upfront harsh seventh review 
conditions that must. be 
complied with in the budget 
for Pakistan to quality for the next International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) tranche release to which “all roads lead” as per 
Finance Minister Miftah [smail. 

An overheated economy is the consensus of independent 
economists with the Economic Survey projecting a 5.97pc 
growth rate on the back of: (i) agriculture, contributing 
19.2pe to GDP growth, grew by 4.4pe, 

However crop-specific data in the Survey focused on 
actual output compared to the previous year while the 
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Working Paper submitted for Annual Plan Coordination 
Committee (APCC) meeting also highlighted the shortfall 
against the target for the current year. 

Cotton output showed a growth of 17.9pc (provisional) in 
the Survey and the Working Paper showed negative 20.7pc 
against the target (due to diversion of land from cotton to 
sugarcane production) with State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
data (July-April) showing that raw cotton imports were 
1.86 billion dollars though part of the reason for imports 
is poor quality domestic cotton that is not contamination 
free. Wheat crop registered negative 3.9pc over the 
previous year and negative 5.lpc against the target 
accounting for unmilled wheat imports of 281.5 million 
dollars as per SBP website. 

However, sugar output was positive 19pc against the 
target and positive 9.4pc against the previous year 
(though during July-April 188.6 million dollars worth of 
sugar was imported as per SBP and 32,888 million rupees 
July-March as per the Survey); maize output rose by 
18.2pc over target and 19pc over the period last year (used 
for animal feed) while rice output was 13.7pc higher than 
the target and 10.7pc higher than the previous year with 
around 2 billion dollars worth exported (partly reflecting 
the rise in the international price of commodities on the 
back of supply chain disruptions due to the pandemic and 
more recently due to the Russia-Ukraine war; (ii) the major 
contributor to agriculture growth remains livestock 
sector accounting for 60.89pc of agriculture value 
addition and contributing 14.04pc to GDP. It grew by 
3.26pc against 2.38pc last year; (iii) industry rose by 
8.98pc with large-scale manufacturing the major 
contributor growing at 37.18pc compared to the year 
before, electricity, gas and water supply by an abysmal 
0.14pc and construction after the significant incentives 
and amnesty scheme by 33pc though accounting for less 


than 14pc of total industrial sector output. 
The largest increase was in automobile sector with car 


sales rising by 56.7pc July-March 2020-21, trucks 77pc, 
jeeps/SUVs/pickups 43.7pc — deferred purchases due to 
pandemic; and (iv) services sector rose by 18.69pc. In this 
context, it is critical to note that this sector is not only four 
times the value of the industrial sector but one-half 
consists of wholesale and retail trade (which rose 
massively in the current year subsequent to the lifting of 
lockdown during which purchases were delayed) and 
transport, storage and communications, all susceptible to 
fluctuations in the price of petroleum and products. 

The foregoing suggests that the overheating of the 
economy is not only due to the growth in the services 
sector, mainly reflecting a rise in consumption patterns 
private sector rose by 10.14pc and government by 3.40p¢ 
(against 1.82pc the year before) — but also due to the 
widening trade deficit to nearly 45 billion dollars that 
could not be plugged with the rise in remittance inflows to 
24 billion dollars July-March 2022 against 21.4 billion 
dollars in the comparable period the year before. 
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Over 5 Million Jobs 


Created in Last 4 Years: 
Economic Survey 


This necessitated borrowing from abroad and from the 
domestic market with the heaviest reliance on Pakistan 
Investment Bonds (at a rate a couple of percentage points 
higher than the policy rate that has been steadily rising 
and is at present 13.75pc). 

Current account deficit rose to negative 13.1 billion 
dollars July-March 2021-22 and is likely to rise to 16 
billion dollars by end of the year with reserves plummet- 
ing to 9.7 billion dollars that Ismail stated will rise to 12 
billion dollars as China releases 2.4 billion dollars loan. 

Of further concern is the growth in tax revenue in the 
current year of 28.1 pc but this rise represents a decline in 
the percentage of GDP to 6.lpc from 6.5pe in the 
comparable period of the year before. 

However the Survey inexplicably shows that total 
expenditure rose by 27pc in the current year against the 
year before (July-March) however this was only 11.9pc of 
GDP, lower by 0.7pc from the year before while current 
expenditure budgeted at 19.2pe of GDP was brought down 
to llpe this year against 10.9pc the year before — or a 
mere rise of 0.1pe subsequent to the relief package 
announced by the former Prime Minister, Imran Khan. 
Markup was budgeted at 3.8pe of GDP but was reduced to 
3,.2pe this year against 3.8pe last year, 

This data does not quite support the boom-and-bust 
growth cycles mentioned in the Survey and emphasised by 
the Finance Minister in his press conference where he 
stated that the country was ina state of imminent default 
and after two months, the economy is embarked on the 
road to stability - aclaim reminiscent of a former finance 
minister, Hafeez Sheikh, in 2020. 

fo conclude, the Survey does not reflect an economic 
treatise and not a political discourse as in the past and 
therefore must be welcomed. 8) 
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On June 10, the PML-N-led coalition government presented a federal budget with a total outlay of 9502 billion rupees. The budget 
aims for economic growth of 5% amid pressure to control the fiscal deficit and secure International Monetary Fund bailout 
money. It encompasses measures for what the government termed ‘sustainable economic growth, industrial and agriculture 
development and relief for the poor people’. “Economic stability is our foremost priority ... we have to set strong foundations of 
economic development that is based on sustainable growth,” said Finance Minister Miftah Ismail while presenting the next 
"year’s budget in the National Assembly, adding that economic development would be derived through from exports, particularly 
of agriculture, information technology and industrial products. 


he budget for 2022-23 contains a mix of real 
stabilisation measures sugar-coated with feel- 
good sentiment — the revival of petroleum 
levy with a bang, withdrawal of incentives for 
construction coupled with taxation on real 
estate and candies for government employees, 
income tax payers, industries and solar energy 


— and additional taxes of Rs355 billion to be collected by 
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). 


Engr. Sarfraz Nawaz 


Current account deficit projected at 2.2% of GDP 
in FY23 versus 4.1% of GDP in FY22 

Total interest payment of Rs3,144_ billion; 
domestic interest payment: Rs2,770 billion and 
external interest payment R373 billion 

Debt ceiling at 60% of GDP 

Overdue receivables of the petroleum sector are 
estimated at Rs284 billion, while next year's 
allocation has been set at Rs71 billion 


FEDERAL 


? OP? ? _ Oo @ 2) iC} . A mix of austerity and election-year spending 


Salient Features 
Here is alist of the salient features of the federal budget: 


GDP growth target at 5% 

GDP projected at Rs78.3 trillion against Rs67 
trillion this year 

Inflation expected at 11.5% in FY23 against 11.7% 
in FY22 

Tax-to-GDP to be taken to 9.2% in FY23 against 
8.6%in FY22 

The fiscal deficit is to be reduced to 4.9% in FY23 
against 8.6%in FY22 

The primary surplus is expected at 0.19% in FY23 
against a primary deficit of 2.4%in FY 22 

Imports projected at $70bn in FY23 vs $76 billion 
in FY22 

Exports projected at $3 billion in FY23 vs $31,3 
billion in FY22 

Remittances estimated at $33.2 billion vs $31.1 
billion in FY22 


Five-year tax holiday for film-makers, new 
cinemas, production houses 

Fixed income and sales tax on small retailers — to 
be collected with electricity bills 

100% depreciation adjustment in the first year of 
operations for corporates and businesses 
Advance income tax at import stage to be made 
adjustable 

People having more than one immovable 
property worth more than Rs25 million will be 
assumed to have 5% rental income on market 
value, which will be taxed at 1% of this fair market 
value 

15% capital gains tax on immovable property on 


ZERO sales tax 
on import of ETaEne Sand distribution 


All in One - Book XIV | 247 


CamScanner 


ECONOMY 


one year holding period, reducing by 2.5% for 
every additional year 

e Advance tax on filers to be increased to 2% from 
the previous 1% on purchase of property (non- 
filers: 5%) 

e  People/companies with income above Rs300 
million to pay an additional 2% tax 

e —_ Increased advanced tax on autos above 1600cc 

e Taxation increased on banks to 42% from the 
previous 39% (including super tax) 

e Credit/debit card payments made outside the 
country to be taxed at 1% (filers) and 2% (non- 
filers), adjustable in full-year tax 

e Nosales taxon solar panels 

e Annulment of sales tax on tractors, wheat, maize, 
sunflower, canola etc. 

« Custom duty eliminated on agriculture 
machinery 

e Custom duties rationalised on 400 items within 
the manufacturing sector 

e _ Tariff rationalised on synthetic yarn (PSF) 

e More than 30 pharma APIs free from customs 
duties 

e  10%salary increase for government employees 

* Pensionincreased to Rs530 billion 


Analysis 

It is a sad commentary on the state of our economy that 
within a brief span of three years, we are faced with the 
same unpleasant but imperative task of putting the 
economy back in the stabilisation mode. Pursuant to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) programme that was 
signed in 2019, the federal budget for the year 2019-20 was 
framed to stabilise the economy. It was designed to 
severely contract economic activity through tough fiscal 
consolidatory steps to arrest the growing mismatch in our 
current account and an unsustainable fiscal deficit that 
had brought our external account under pressure. 
Regrettably, we seem to have reverted to that very familiar 
situation now. The federal budget presented in the 
National Assembly on June 10 is designed again to stabilise 
the economy by slowing demand-driven growth that has 
brought our external account to an unsustainable pass. 
Time and again we have witnessed this vicious cycle and 
all our successive governments have displayed a 
remarkable neglect of the fault lines in our economic 
model, despite repeated cycles of boom and_ bust. 
Ironically, government after government remains 
obsessed with pushing for higher growth in the economy 
in utter disregard of evidence that shows that constraints 
in our external accounts due to lower exports make it an 
exercise to generate a self-inflicted crisis in the forex 
reserves situation of the country. The result is that the 
country, time and again, has to seek bailouts from the IMF, 
The budget, in all, seems a mix of austerity and election- 
year spending. The thought process shows long-term 
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Tax breaks to 


IT, agriculture, food, security, renewable 
energy, education and youth income 


planning in some places while in other places short-term 
election thinking is prevailing. The IMF's tough measures 
have somehow been adjusted along with some unrealistic 
targets. There are some populist measures along with an 
end to exemptions. 

Taxes such as petroleum levy are set at peak levels while 
assuming volumetric growth. GDP is expected to grow at 5 
percent with 11 percent inflation. Both are non-realistic. 
Independent forecast suggests that growth would be 
lower and inflation higher. In short, the budget is based on 
compliance with the IMF conditions, and it is going to be 
tough on people. And it could be followed by a mini- 
budget by October if the revenues fall short of target. 
Caught between a rock (IMF) and a hard place (popularity), 
the commodity super cycle and devaluation came to the 
government's rescue to help bridge the tax revenue target 
through higher import values. This allowed the finance 
minister to limit the impact of additional taxes and find 
the space toretain some element of growth. So, on the face 
of it, there are no new taxes as such - existing ones have 
been repackaged. Minimum salary threshold is increased 
while higher taxes have been imposed on top slabs. Some 
fear that government will lose revenues as many report 
income close to minimum level. 

This budget is not going to lead to higher growth. The 5 
percent target is just set on paper. If the government 
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doesn't complete remaining term, it 
can run its election campaign on the 
issue. Then inflation at 11 percent is 
even more unrealistic. Petroleum 
prices at current international prices 
with full PL (even with zero GST) 
would be close to Rs300/liter. 
International prices are rising further and are expected to 
remain high in the short term. Then, electricity subsidies 
are budgeted to be half of this year revised values. Same is 
the case for LNG. Expect both electricity and gas tariffs to 
increase. 

Inflation would by no means be less than 15 percent (on 
average) in the upcoming fiscal year. The nominal GDP is 


ZERO sales tax 


Magriculture machinery including 
tractor, wheat, rice, seeds and distribution 
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dependent on imports. If 
commodity prices remain high, 
these can be achieved. However, 
in that case, the subsidy element 
could increase. 

Support measures have been 
announced for agriculture, IT, 
and other sectors. Let's see how much this relief might 
help combat against growing inflation. The budget 
displays intention to provide energy at regionally 
competitive rates to exporters. However, Rs 20 billion has 
been allocated against the revised estimates of Rs26 
billion this year. Then the promise of no-load shedding 
due to fluctuations on grid provisions is easier said than 
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Budget 2022-23 Terms 


Here's a one-stop guide for all financial 
terms to help you understand the contours of 
the finance bill. 

GDP 

Gross domestic product or GDP is the total 
monetary or market value of all the finished 
goods and services produced within a 
country's borders in a specific time period. 
PSDP 

The Public Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP) is an important public intervention to 


and services, payroll taxes, taxes on the 
ownership and transfer of property, and 
other taxes 

Non-tax revenue — it is the recurring 
income earned by the government from 
sources other than taxes; these include 
royalties, dividends on government 
investments in state-owned enterprises, etc. 
Expenditure 

Government: “Spending ® Of, expenditure 
includes. all government, 


compared with its spending. A government 
that has a fiscal deficit is spending beyond its 
means. 

Financing 

Financing is the process of providing funds 
for business activities, making purchases, or 
investing. 

Budget deficit 

A budget deficit occurs when expenses 
exceed’ revenue, and it can indicate the 
financial health of a country. 


spur private investment by way of 
developing human capital and improving the 
infrastructure. The PSDP is aligned with the 
overall long-term development objectives of 
the government. 

Revenue 

The revenue budget gives the details of the 
sources from where the government's 
revenue is coming. Revenue receipts can be 
further classified into tax revenue and non- 
tax revenue. 

Tax revenue — all the revenue collected 
from taxes on income and profits, social 
security contributions, taxes levied on goods 


“stock of the eco 
“nature; 
Revenue expendi 


Fiscal deficit 


expected to grow by 17 percent in FY23. This is based on 
assumptions of 5 percent GDP growth and 11.5 percent 
inflation. The actual math could be 15 percent inflation 
and 2 percent GDP. The nominal GDP growth would be 
somehow similar. And this may help in achieving IMF's 
revenues targets. 

However, budgeted revenues of Rs750 billion on 
petroleum levy would be a challenge if oil prices move 
towards $150/barrel. Imagine 
where petroleum prices in PKR for 
consumers might reach. Then on tax 
revenues, import compression 
could challenge targets on custom 
duties and sales tax which is heavily 


term expenses USed in the current Pris OF” 
typically within one year. S 
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* Debt-to-GDP ratio 
> The debt-to-GDP ratio is the metric 
comparing a country's public debt to its GDP. 
Subsidies 
"Asubsidy is a benefit given to the people by 
the government. it can be direct (such as 
cash. payments) or indirect (such as tax 
breaks); 
7 Debt service 
Debt service is the cash that is required to 
cover. the repayment of interest and principal 
ona debt for a particular period 


It is a shortfall in a government's income 


done. 
The real challenge is on budget implementation. PSDP 
must be cut from the currently budgeted levels. In case of 
shortfall in revenues during first quarter, the IMF may ask 
for more. Even today, the IMF is questioning some 
numbers and believes that some estimates are unrealistic. 
It seems there would be some revision (perhaps through a 
mini budget) by the end of first quarter; and this quarter is 
going to be the toughest. It is a 
bumpy road ahead for the 
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The writer is a CSS aspirant. 
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Covid-19 has left many legacies such as work- 
from-home culture, online meetings and fist 
bumps. One such legacy is the soaring 
inflation which, mostly, is a direct result of the 
inconsistencies in the global economy as an 
aftermath of fire-fighting measures to address Covid- 
caused problems. The global economy came to a halt with 
colossal loss of about $8.5 trillion in just two years. 
Extreme poverty also aggravated as 34 million more 
people were dragged down into extreme poverty by 2020. 
The total number of people facing hunger also increased 
from 321 million in 2019 to 375 million in 2020 - food 
price inflation (as we will discuss below) would exacerbate 
this situation. Of course, Pakistan, being a part of the 
_ global economy, suffered widely and significantly from 
these concerning developments. The fact that we were 
already on a weaker footing (in terms of economy) and a 
developing country, didn't make matters easy for us. The 
Russian invasion of Ukraine on the 24th of February 
sounded the death knell for many of the Emerging 
Markets and Developing Economies (EMDEs) as the 
immediate and most-pronounced effect was absorbed by 
the global crude oil markets. The effects still reverberate 
and have created multifarious issues for our economy 
(from political to social). But in the longer run, it is the 
threat from within (structural issues), and not the 
international factors, that will haunt our policymakers 
and economy. 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has set into motion a 
series of events that have exacerbated the issues of an 
already problematic Pakistani economy, The immediate 
effect of this geopolitical conflict has been an 
extraordinary increase in global energy prices, With a 
European energy crisis underway before this war, the 
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news was a bad omen insofar as the future of energy was 

concerned. At one point, in the first week of March, oil 

prices spiked close to the highest-ever levels of $140 a 

barrel which happened in 2008 just before the breakout of 

the Western financial crisis. It was bad news for countries 

that import most of their energy. EMDEs would suffer 

seriously. Sri Lanka was the first - but not the last - 
casualty of these adverse economic conditions. The 
country, back in 2021, couldn't even clear 2,000 
containers at its ports that required only $35 million. 
When the country cancelled the examinations because it 
couldn't arrange money, its future was destined. Sri Lanka 
has declared sovereign bankruptcy, and an emergency has 
been imposed. Rising food prices caused Peru to declare 
an emergency as well, as the people protested widely. 
Similarly, inflation in African countries caused multiple 
protests in different cities so much so that even 
Londoners took to the streets to vent their grievances as 
the energy bill cap was increased by as much as 54 percent 
last year, and is expected to go up another 40 percent by 
the end of this year again. 

For Pakistan, a country that imports a third of its energy 
needs, rising oil prices meant difficult times ahead. The 
global spike in food prices - a crisis that has been brewing 
for more than a year - was another significant factor 
(unfortunately, no one paid attention to it). The political 
capital of PTI was gradually and already paring down as 
the Covid crisis had put the party in an unprecedented 
situation: how was this to be managed? What about the 
relief packages? Whether to halt the industry? If yes, then 
how to revive it? These and many other questions were 
answered by trial and error. There was no precedent the 
world, and PTI government in Pakistan, could take 
guidance from, As an extension, the resultant price hikes, 
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supply chain disruptions and other logistic and 
administrative issues in global trade and finance resulted 
in developments that were unique and there was no 
playbook the leaders could take a page from. 

However, aS much daunting were the international 
politico-economic issues, their superimposition on 
Pakistan's internal inconsistencies made matters worse. If 
we blame everything on Covid-19 and/or the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, then our old habit of using 
scapegoats and finding an alibi will never die. The point is 
to do some introspection while also being aware of 
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external factors. 

As you read this piece, Pakistan's inflation rate is in 
double digits with different estimates putting it at around 
15 percent. Our reserves fell a staggering $5 billion in one 
month recently (in March) and fell below the $10 billion 
mark in June [Interbank market ran out of dollars and the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) stopped selling dollars into 
the market nearly a month ago]. Food price inflation in 
urban and rural areas may touch 20 percent given the 
confluence of factors of climate change, falling yields and 
persistent supply chain issues. In the past six years, our 
debt has swollen by a whopping over 200 percent, more 
than doubling from $60 billion in 2015 to $130 billion in 
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2021. During the same time, however, our exports have 
risen by a paltry 3 percent. Our imports have recently 
risen by almost 47 percent on YoY (year-on-year) basis, 
rising from $45 billion to $65 billion. The Pakistani rupee 
has slid to record low levels and is trading at around Rs. 
210 in open market. 

While the recent ban on the import of luxury items is a 
good step, it's not enough at all! The overall impact of the 
measure can be around $420 million, but the import bill of 
edible oil has increased by 60 percent in only the last 10 
months! The overall food import bill has increased by $1 
billion to $8 billion in 2022, rising 12 
percent in one year. The cost of importing 
oil has registered the highest increase, 
standing at 96 percent (around a cent 
percent increase) from $8 billion last year 
to $17 billion this year. 

But digging into facts and figures is not 
the scope of this article (albeit I have 
already given much of it) and neither it's a 
healthy exercise. The fluctuations in our 
economic indicators are only symptoms 
of deep-rooted problems, usually called 
‘structural issues’. At this point, it is 
pertinent to give a short list of some of the 
structural issues that, I personally 
believe, continue to be a nemesis of our 
economy: 

1. Low productivity gains 

2. Nomarket creating innovations 

3. Lack of research 

4. Lack of human capital (different from 
human resources) 

5. Low agricultural yields 

6. The sick attitudes of our political elite 
7. Too much person-centric politics 

8. Emotional dominance 

9. Informal economy 

10. Short-term policymaking 

While it isn't possible to delve into details 
of each of these factors, the following 
example will surely help you connect the 
dots: 

There was a country having an (infant) 
mortality rate of 200 deaths/1,000 live births and the life 
expectancy there was 45 years. More than half of an 
average household income was spent on basic food items. 
Corruption was rampant and so were the other social ills. 
Wages were very low and job-creation extremely minimal. 
This country was none other than the United States of 
America in the 19th century - now the world's largest and 
most powerful economy. 

It was only through 'market creating innovations' that the 
country was able to transform itself into the centre of 
global progress, manufacturing and innovation. What is a 
market creating innovation? It is anything that “pulls” in 
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resources rather than the clichéd approach of “pushing” it 
(examples include foreign aid, IMF loans, World Bank 
grants, etc.). Furthermore, a culture of research and 
development, in the true sense of the word (which cannot 
be measured by the number of papers one has published - 
and mostly in Pakistan have turned out to be fake) helps 
companies to be cost-efficient and increase output; 
therefore, affecting the overall productivity. It also helps 
in value addition which further feeds into exports. 

Budget 2022-23: cutting through the noise of numbers 
There is a cacophony of numbers in the print and digital 
media commenting on the budget. I'll try to steer clear 
from it and only focus on a few of these statistics. The 
devil might be in the detail but given the recent 
circumstances, it has come out blatantly and not hiding 
anymore. 


FAO Food Price Index 
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The budget for 2022-23 was presented on 10th of June 
2022, with a total outlay of Rs 9.5 trillion out of which 
more than 50 percent is (tax and non-tax) net revenue 
receipts. Rest of the resources are divided amongst bank 
borrowing (Rs. 1.72 trillion), non-bank borrowing (Rs. 2 
trillion), etc. 

Out of the total expenditures of Rs. 9.5 trillion (only in 
papers, it will be way more than that), an amount of Rs. 
3.95 trillion will be spent on interest payments, which 
amounts to 40 percent of the total expenditures. Rs. 800 
billion has been earmarked for PSDP (Public Sector 
Development Programme) which has suffered from 
considerable reductions compared to what was initially 
planned and previously estimated. 

Besides this, the following are some of the other key 


highlights: 
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1. Economic growthis to be targeted at 5 percent for 2022- 
2023. 

2. Inflation will be brought down to 11.5 percent. 

3. Imports will be confined to $70 billion. 

4. Exports to be targeted at around $35 billion. 

5. Remittances to be around $33.2 billion. 

6. Fiscal deficit will be 4.9 percent of GDP 2022-2023. 

7. Tax-to-GDP ratio for 2022-2023 at 9.2 percent. 

At this point, I believe it is evident that these targets are 
not realistic and will take a miracle to be met. Take, for 
instance, inflation, which already has reached 13.8 
percent (with the Sensitive Price Index increasing more 
than 20 percent as compared to last year). Expectations 
are that inflation will go beyond 15 percent and I am, 
personally, of the view that we might see it peaking at 20 
percent. Food prices will continue to imcrease as 
mentioned above and unless there is a solution or de- 
escalation in Ukrainian conflict, we won't get a respite in 
this regard. 

Apart from this, inflation around the world seems to be 
getting out of hand. One example is that of the United 
States where it has reached a 40-year high. The US is our 
largest trading partner. So when we trade with the country 
and import things, we aren't only importing that but also 
inflation! 

For the common man, in this budget or the next one, I do 
not see any relief. Why? Let's do a simple exercise. 
Suppose you earn Rs. 100. According to recent figures by 
the United ‘Nations, an average Pakistani household 
spends around 40 percent of its income on basic food 
items. It means that out of that Rs. 100, you will be left 
with Rs. 60 only (and we have not accounted for the recent 
increases in food prices). Now petrol prices have been 
jacked up by more than 40 percent in a span of few weeks 
while electricity prices have registered an increase of 45 
percent. Taking this into account and the fact that 
Pakistanis spend more than 18 percent of their income on 
fuel - the highest in the world - we will be spending easily 
around Rs. 11-13 on fuel which will give us a value of Rs. 
48 (this is once again without considering an increase in 
fuel prices). Let's add a minimum of Rs. 13 on electricity as 
well (it will be way more than that if we include the recent 
price hike) and then we are left will Rs. 35. This doesn't 
have the taxes you will be paying or other consumption 
patterns. More importantly, if we include educational 
expenses, which amount to 57 percent of our average 
household income, the amount instantly goes into a huge 
deficit. 

All this means that we are individually earning less than 
what we are spending and this is the same for our country 
as a whole, That's what a Balance of Payments crisis is and 
we, in our individual capacity, are also facing the same 
crisis (mostly not because of our own mistakes). 

Fears of a global recession 

The world is going through an extremely tough time lately. 
The story remains the same: high inflation, rising interest 
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rates by central banks and when you combine this with the 
amount of money supply post-pandemic and record high 
leveraged money along with mortgages in the housing 
sector, we get a recipe for an impending crisis. There has 
been a debate that whether this inflation is sticky or 
flexible. The recent figures of US CPI (at more than 8.5 
percent) indicate that this is stickier than thought and not 
“transitory” at all. Hence, the world is expecting even a 
further aggressive strategy by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
America (otherwise known as Fed). 

Fed increased interest rates by 75 basis points in June, the 
highest in 28 years, giving an impression that we might be 
in for a Volcker shock (Paul Volcker increased rates to 20 
percent during 1970s stagflation ushering in a recession). 
You might be wondering how is all this relevant to 
Pakistan! (For those who have taken my economy class, I'd 
urge you to stop at this point and first try and make 
connections of how will this affect our fiscal and 
monetary side). 

A rising interest rate, among other things, makes that 
currency stronger, which in this case is the dollar. 
International commodities are priced in dollars which 
means whenever we as a country buy or sell anything, we 
are using the greenback (another name for US dollar). A 
strong dollar impacts our currency such as it depreciates. 
A weak currency puts pressure on reserves (which as we 
discussed are already down) and makes imports more 
expensive. This is a vicious cycle that paves the way for a 
full-blown balance of payment crisis, as it did in Sri Lanka. 
The fears of global recession. and a recession when it 
happens, will have dire consequences for our country. 
One of the greatest tail risks is that of rising crude oil 
prices that can go all the way up to $150 as a result of EU 
sanctions against Russian oil. Such a scenario will render 
petrol prices at pumps in Pakistan close to Rs. 400. 
Imagine the consequences. 

Conclusion 

What is the solution to all of this? 

This might be my readers’ next question. Unfortunately, 
there is no easy solution. As mentioned above, we need to 
resolve deep-rooted issues for which we need an enabling 
environment and an inclusive structure, and, most 
importantly, we need to step out of economics. The sick 
attitude of our politicians whose priorities seem to be 
informed by stone-age and medieval times is the biggest 
hindrance. They only make short-term policies; there is no 
bigger picture in consideration. Pakistan, as mentioned 
above, is an energy-dependent country. Why no 
government, since the country’s independence, has taken 
any proper initiative to create storage spaces so that we 
can utilize them in case of an oil-price crash — and there 
have been many, the recent one being during the 
Pandemic when prices turned negative! Why is the textile 
Still the only ‘backbone of our country's economy’? 
Couldn't we create more? Why our fixation with basic and 
low-quality (in terms of value) exports so much? When 
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export numbers are going up, these are the same products 
that are selling more. But the job and need of the hour is to 
do more than that! Why can't we take unpopular measures 
and then stick to them so that our tax base grows and 
informal economy shrinks? For context, the size of our 
informal economy is $180 billion, 56 percent of our GDP 
as per 2019 figures. That is a shocking number. 

Governments will come and go, economic indicators rise 
and fall but unless we take serious, long-term, significant 
steps to reset our structural issues, we will keep turning to 


others for help. & 
The writer is an international Energy and Economic 


Analyst. His interests include macroeconomy, 
commodities, complex systems and history 
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the Communist victory on the mainland, the biggest 
challenge was the industrialization of a country which 
was predominantly an agrarian state. China was left 
behind by the West after the Industrial Revolution in the 
18th century. However, the SOEs helped the Communist 
Party to develop an industrial base in the country. After 

Deng Niaoping's reforms in 1978, the role of SOEs got 
transformed. Under the new policy, many sectors of 
the Chinese economy, e.g. manufacturing, 
mining, construction, were left to the SOEs. 
They were also important in uplifting 
millions out of poverty because they 
were willing to invest in remote 
regions. As many as 91 SOEs from 
China are on Forbes’ Fortune 500 
list. Today, China is the world's 
second largest economy with the largest 
foreign reserves, and SOEs have a major role 
init. 

In Pakistan, however, the ongoing discussion 
is about privatizing of loss-making entities. 
The government should know that 
privatization would only loosen its grip over 
the economy, and it would leave it only with 
the option of taxation for revenue collection, 
a measure about which Winston Churchill, 


akistan is facing a formidable economic 
challenge. The country’s trade deficit has 
soared to $48.66 billion. The mighty dollar 
went from PKR166.8 to PKR238.5 in just six 
months. Inflation is over 40 percent - making 
an all-time-high record. Long queues of people 
to buy subsidized flour and sugar are being 
witnessed daily. Unemployment is crushing the hopes of 
the youth. Since the government is already running a 
budgetary deficit of PKR5.5 trillion, it has decided to 
transfer the burden to the middle class by increasing 
taxes and reducing subsidies. All looks doom and 
gloom. The country is desperately looking for a 
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the legendary British statesman, rightly 
Wh erprises — said: “I contend that for a nation to try to 
tax itself into prosperity is like a man 


himsell by the handle.” Besides, many 
Luropean countries have a long history of 
running SOEs. Volkswagen, a popular 
German car brand, was started as an SOE. 
It has been proven in Europe that SOEs 
outperform private enterprises in times 
of crisis. Thus, state-owned enterprises 
are an asset. 
Pakistan can learn from the world. 
Government-owned companies can 
generate profits for the government. 
Moreover, they can export goods 
and earn valuable foreign 
exchange. They have the potential 
to solve the dual crisis, ie. 
stagflation and trade deficit. To 
achieve this, a two-pronged 
strategy is required. One side is 
about the enlargement of the 
government's involvement in 
key sectors through the 
creation of new companies. 
The second side is the 
reforms in existing public 
sector companies. Both 
these sides are 


in Pakistan We a tay ae standing in a bucket and trying to lift 


panacea that can help increase exports, achieve 
socioeconomic stability and raise government 
revenues. That solution can be State-owned 
enterprises. 

State-Owned Enterprises (often referred to as 
SOEs) are government-owned corporations. 
The purpose of an SOE is to generate profit, 
manage natural resources and control the 
strategic resources of a country. Some of 
the largest companies in the world are 
state-owned; for example, Saudi 
Aramco, which is the world's most 
profitable company, is owned by Saudi 
government. In the USA, Federal 
National Mortgage Association is a 
government-owned company. 
China's 12 largest companies are all 
state-owned. 

Public sector has played a vital 
role in the rise of China. After 
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discussed below. 

The government should explore new avenues for 
investment. In this regard, the principle should be to 
break private monopolies over natural resources, alleviate 
the lack of investment in advanced sectors, and control 
strategic resources. 

Monopolies, cartels and mafias are bad for an economy. 
Sugar is a prime example. Pakistan faces almost every year 
a shortage of sugar. A large organization with a mandate 
to produce sugar from sugarcane can solve this issue. It 
will break the monopoly of sugar manufacturers, and end 
the practice of price manipulation through hoarding. 
High-end manufacturing like semiconductor chip-making 
is an example of an area where investment is insufficient. 
It is the future of the industry. Semiconductor chips are 
used in almost every electronic product and gadget. With 
the rise of artificial intelligence, the demand for these 
chips would rise even higher. Currently, Taiwan is the 
leader in this industry because of its State-owned 
enterprise. Pakistan can replicate Taiwan in this domain. 
Pakistan should take full control of its natural resources. 
Thar's coal, Balochistan's copper and gold and Gwadar 
port are given to local and foreign investors. These are 


strategic resources that are handed over to Engro, 
Tethyan Copper Company, and Chinese: Overseas Ports 
Holding Company, respectively. Private companies cannot 
be trusted with strategic resources. The cases of Ghana, 
Nigeria and Kenya are warning signs for other developing 
nations. Despite being rich in oil, rubber, and diamonds, 
the countries still are under-developed. The reason is that 
these resources are mined by private companies to 
maximize their profit. They take all the profit while the 
government is left with almost nothing. Pakistan should 
learn from Saudi Arabia, UAE and Iran. These countries 
have large public sector companies for their oil reserves. 
The oil profit directly goes into the national exchequer. 

It is worth noting that, in Pakistan many state-owned 
companies already exist, e.g. Pakistan Railways, OGDCL, 
NBP, ZTBL, WAPDA, Pakistan steel, PSO, and PIA. Instead 
of generating revenues and increasing exports, these 
companies are a burden to the national treasury, National 
Highway Authority (NHA) posted a loss of around 170 
million rupees in FY 2019. QESCO faced a loss of almost 
37 million rupees. These loss-making entities should be 
converted into profiting making. For this, the following 
Measures can be taken. 


ECONOMY 


Firstly, these companies should be liberated from political 
interference. Politicians use jobs in the public sector to 
appease the voter base. Moreover, CEOs are appointed on 
the basis of party loyalty. China uses a commission to 
oversee all the state-owned enterprises. The commission 
is responsible to the National People's Congress (the 
legislative body of China), and the chairman is also elected 
by Congress. Pakistan should replicate this model. 
Parliamentary oversight through a commission would 
decrease political interference. Moreover, the commission 
comprises technical experts which increases efficiency. 
Secondly, public sector companies should be subject to 
national audits. It will counter corruption in state-owned 
enterprises. The Auditor General of Pakistan is a 
constitutional institution that can carry out the task. 
Thirdly, Pakistan should create a bridge between 
universities and SOEs. Students in universities should be 
tasked with research and development. Real-life issues 
faced by SOEs can be solved by researchers in universities. 
It will not only help in the upgradation of SOEs but will 
also enhance the practical knowledge of students. 

SOEs have been a success in China and Europe. China's 
rise is attributed to the success of its SOEs. Many projects 
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of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor are handled by 
Chinese SOEs. Chinese Overseas Ports Holding Authority 
has taken over Gwadar. In Europe, there are also many 
examples of successful government-owned companies. 
Volkswagen is one of them. The research at Ghent 
University shows that SOEs outperform private 
companies in a crisis. They can also help Pakistan to 
overcome the economic crisis. Therefore, the government 
should form new SOEs. High-end manufacturing is an area 
where the private sector is not willing to invest. The 
government can fill this gap. Furthermore, public 
companies working on strategic resources will grant extra 
control to them. The state also cannot forget the existing 
SOEs. They are posting losses after losses despite the 
successes of their counterparts in China. The government 
should liberate them from political manipulation, and 
devise a national audit program to fight corruption. 
Consequently, the government should not privatize 
public-owned companies; instead it should create new 
ones and reform the existing ones. ® 


The writer is a mechanical engineer, also having an 
MA degree in political science 
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Gender 


Stereotypes 


Muhammad Shahid Rafique 


Stereotypes of women and men 
The origin of the current stereotypes of women 


dates back to the 19thcentury. This was the era 
of Industrial Revolution. As a result of the 
Revolution, the economy shifted from 
agriculture to factories (industry). This huge shift forced 
men to leave the home to work and the women stayed at 
home to care for the household and the children. This 
difference in roles was instrumental in creating or 
enhancing stereotypes. These different activities 
represent same internal aspects of a person or group of 
persons. Women are viewed as mothers, providing 
assistance and support to others. As women are 
socialized to undertake the role of caretakers, they learn 
to be polite and nice. As their role is traditionally 
confined to the domestic chores, women are 
stereotyped as vulnerable, dependent 
and weak. Women are also 
stereotyped as sex objects who 
pay special attention to their 
physical appearance. Women, 
who do not accrue to this 
stereotype, fall into yet 


Before discussing gender 
stereotypes, it is pertinent to know as 
to what exactly stereotypes are. Stereotypes 
are beliefs, positive or negative, that people hold 
about a particular group and its members. Stereotyping 
is supposed to be a normal cognitive process. Individuals 
come across a high volume of information on daily basis when 


experience fear and doubt. If a man does not work and 


prefers to stay at home, he would be less masculine. 
Stereotypes and socialization 
It is interesting to note that children at the age of 


two years can distinguish men from 
women and boys from girls. When they 
reach the age of three years, they 
establish a gender identity and 
can hold gender stereotypes. 
They learn not only about 
men and women, but also, 
from their own self- 


another stereotyped role 
and that is of a manly 
woman. Other social 
categorizations also 
combine with gender, 
creating thereby specific 
stereotypes of women. 


Boys, unlikely girls, are 


they interact with other individuals with diverse backgrounds. As a 
result of this interaction and information exchange, individuals form 
a particular set of beliefs/opinions about a particular group. 
Stereotyping is, therefore, a cognitive tool for organizing information 
and, thus, more efficiently processing that. Stereotypes, resultantly, 


assist in social categorization to help people to judge other individuals. 


Sometimes this judgement comes at the expense of accuracy 
because stereotypes can be true or false. For example, it is a 
commonly-held belief in Pakistan that a man with beard must be 
religious and pious whereas reality is, at times, the other way 


concepts, how to fit in the 


world. Children 
understand their own 
gender roles and 


stereotypes before 
learning about the other 


gender. Before school-going 
age, these stereotypes are 


socialized to be in charge and 
assertive. Men are stereotyped 
as being rational and strong. 
They can be stereotyped in a 
variety of roles such as breadwinners 
and heroic fighters. As more women are 
entering the workforce, the stereotypes of men 

as breadwinner may weaken. However, at present, it is still 
prevalent and the society at large does not like the men 
who are unemployed or do not want to work. The heroic- 
fighter stereotype suggests that men are active, 
courageous, brave, strong, aggressive and even violent. 
This stereotypical thinking suggests that men cannot 
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round, Similarly, a woman wearing modern dress is 
supposed to be liberal and Western in thoughts, but 
this is often not true. These examples are 
indicative of the fact that stereotypes can 
be, at times, wrong and even 
misleading. 


fully developed and most of 

the children hold rigid 
stereotypes about both genders. 
As children go to school and their 
exposure with other gender increases, 

this rigidity in stereotypes decreases 
considerably. In middle school, gender stereotypes 
can become rigid again. This flexibility increases with the 
age as young adults gain a critical understanding of the 


influences of stereotypes. 
Gender stereotypical behaviour is reinforced by the 


parents in the form of selection of the toys for their 
children. Girls receive the toys that focus of mothering 
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behaviours, attractive appearance and grooming and such 
domestic tasks as cooking. Boys, on the other hand, 
receive toys that encourage aggressive play, construction 
and destruction such as trucks, balls, blocks, guns and 


swords. 
Social groups, institutions and people on the whole 


play a significant role in passing gender . 
stereotypes. An individual learns what @ 
majority of the people in a particular « 
society do and (s)he repeats what is ¢ — 
seen and that will reinforce across ¢ — 
people and institutions. Albert 
Bundara's social learning theory 
narrates that child learns gender 

stereotypes from sources in 

addition to their parents. Children 

learn gender from their teachers, 
peers, siblings and the media. Media 
create and mould stereotypes 

through portrayal of genders. 
Advertising relies heavily on gender 
stereotypes. Children who watch a lot of 
television tend to hold more rigid gender 


Stereotypes. ; 
Gender roles are obviously cultural specific, Within 


Pakistani culture, there are different views of gender. 
These views are influenced by a variety of factors such as 
geographical region, population density, racial makeup 
and socioeconomic status. The gender stereotypes seem 
to be deep-rooted and more aggregated in northern, rural 
and agriculture-based areas in Pakistan. Gender 
Stereotypes in urban areas of the country are not deep- 
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rooted and aggregated. 
What's wrong with stereotypes? 
Undoubtedly, stereotypes have some negative connota- 


tions attached with them. These can represent a particular 
group. But when it comes to non-stereotypical qualities 
that each individual possesses, stereotypes are often 
misleading. Irrespective of one's gender identity; each 
individual possesses some qualities that are not in 
tandem with particular gender stereotypes. For example, 
not all the women show lack of interest for politics and 


not all men show keen interest in political activities. 
Affixing people's behaviours 
Stereotypes are often not accurate but they can affect the 


individuals in a variety of ways. They, even inaccurate, 
influence one's representation of individual qualities, 


people's behaviours and perceptions. 
It constrains opportunities 
There are some exciting opportunities and experiences 


which men and women both have equal access to, but 
gender stereotypes often constrain such opportunities. 
Some activities are women's domains and men are not 
supposed to go for them. Cooking is one such activity. If a 
man wants to attend cooking classes, he will be opposed 
by his peers and family who deny him the opportunity 
simply on the ground that cooking is for girls. 


Stereotype threats 
Another negativity attached with gender stereotyping is 


the concept known as stereotype threats. Under this 
threat, a person feels anxiety that his or her behaviour will 
confirm negativity attached with his or her group. 
Stereotype threat is detrimental to a person's 
performance. For example, it is one of the 
stereotypes that women perform poorly 
in math test. If women are reminded of 
the stereotype or they themselves are 
under its influence, it will badly 
affect their performance if they 


y, take the test. 
Conclusion 
The fast-paced globalization and 


flow of cultures have, in many 
ways, resulted into unification, to a 
great extent, of gender stereotypes 

and marginalization of culture- 
specific gender characteristics. Social 
trends and movements such as women's 
emancipation, feminism and human rights 
movements, etc. have brought about consider- 
able change in the mindset of the people vis-a-vis gender 
across the globe. Globalization of politics, economy and 
culture has been instrumental in the creation of similarity 
of gender stereotypes in most parts of the world. 


The writer is a Chevening scholar and studied Interna- 
tional Development: Development Management at the 
University of Manchester 
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Harold James 


he political scientist Samuel Huntington's clash is somehow unique, as if Britain and France's post- 
famous thesis that the post-Cold War world imperial hangovers defy comparison or are all that 
would be defined by a clash of civilisations —_ different from America's own imperial debacle. Are 
turned out to be off the mark. While there = American debates about the legacy of slavery and racial 
certainly is cleavage and conflict, the cause is a oppression really idiosyncratic? Is the struggle to 
clash of cultures within civilisations. It is this overcome or to reassert national identity really an 
clash that fuelled the assault on the US Capitol essentially European phenomenon? * 
on6 January 2021. In fact, the terms that define these debates are rapidly 
Such intra-civilisational clashes ultimately make losing any meaning. In 1907, the American philosopher 
civilisation itself impossible - or at least dysfunctional, as William James provoked widespread outrage when he 
US politics now very much seems to be. From Covid-19 to suggested that the validity of an idea can be assessed by 


With a growing divides between peoples of various religions, ethnicities and races 
living within a country is a dangerous trend as it has the potential to 
jeopardize the existence of many states in different parts of the world. 
Attack on the Capitol Hill, Hijab row in India, conflict in Ethiopia, 
ethnic and religious divides in Pakistan; all evidence this “» ” 
frightening trend. In the context of these developments, @ ® 
Harold James, a Professor of History and International \f 
Affairs at Princeton University and the author of ‘The 

Creation and Destruction of Value: The Globalization @ @ o%, 
Cycle’ and "The War of Words’ recently published an | 
article on Project Syndicate. This thought-provoking he 
article is being published for JWT readers: 


geopolitics, every issue is now subject to a culture CG 
war. A year ago, the increasingly tattered veil of 
conflict-mitigating political and behavioural norms was 
ripped away. 

Though debates about cultural values are ubiquitous, 
everyone assumes that his or her own local or national 
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the ‘concrete difference ... its being true make[s] in 
anyone's actual life’. Referring provocatively to 'truth's 
cash-value in experiential terms,’ he argued that ideas 
have no innate quality; rather, they must show their worth 
by being broadly accepted through general circulation ina 
marketplace. 
Writing just after the destructive financial crash of 1907, 
the philosopher John Grier Hibben excoriated James's 
pragmatic argument, warning that its acceptance ‘would 
certainly precipitate a panic in the world of our thinking as 
surely as would a similar demand in the world of finance’. 
This century-old argument is just as current today, now 
that a sense of panic has become the norm. 
Capitalism's triumph 
The financial crisis of 2007-08 was followed by the rise of 
populism, and then by the devastation of the Covid-19 
pandemic. Each development has deepened a broader 
crisis of language and meaning. If financial panics destroy 
value, the crises of language destroy values. When people 
use terms whose meaning they don't understand, they 
literally don't know what they are talking about. This 
practice has become all too common. 
Many of the words that we use today are the products of 
previous upheavals. Capitalism and socialism were 
adopted in the early nineteenth century to come to terms 
with the Industrial Revolution. Globalism, geopolitics and 
multilateralism gained traction in the early twentieth 
century to account for imperial great-power politics and 
World War I. Like viruses, these terms have all mutated 
since their inception. 
For example, capitalism and socialism originally 
‘described continually evolving 
ways of understanding how 
the world was - or should 
be - organised. But now 
they have just become 
scare words. One's 
side in the culture 
war is determined by 
whether one is more 
scared of socialism or 
capitalism (or iterations 
such as ‘hyper-capitalism' 
or ‘woke capitalism’). 
Capitalism was recognised very early on as a 
phenomenon that crossed borders, becoming a global 
reality. Socialism, too, was international, but its 
realisation depended on the character of the state system, 
which, in turn, embodied a belief that the nation-state was 
a normal (and some would argue inevitable) political 
structure. Thus, national politics and the international 
phenomena of capitalism and socialism lived in constant 
tension with each other. 
Capitalism began as the description of a system that not 
only facilitated exchange but also commodified more 
domains of life, thereby breaking down traditional norms 
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and institutions. As more types of things came to be 
exchanged, capitalism as an idea became increasingly 
diffuse, permeating every aspect of individual behaviour. 
Eventually, market principles were applied to dating, 
spousal choices, sports management, cultural 
production, and so on. Everything looked as if it had a 
financial equivalent. 
Adding to its contemporary meaninglessness, capitalism 
is full of paradoxes. The system relies on decentralised 
decision-making, but as capital becomes more 
concentrated, decisions increasingly emanate from just a 
few central nodes. That opens the way to planning, with 
Facebook and Google taking the place of old socialist state 
authorities in shaping our behaviour and economic 
actions. Neither arrangement is really controlled by 
individual choices or by representative institutions. 
Aneed for new meanings 
Before the Covid-19 pandemic, the terms of every political 
debate were set by 4 binary choices: globalisation versus 
the nation-state; capitalism versus socialism; technocracy 
versus populism; and multilateralism versus geopolitics. 
These debates are now outdated. In each case, there is a 
glaring need for different options. 
Adding the post- prefix helps somewhat. Post- 
globalisation is more apt than deglobalisation, and post- 
capitalism may be a good way of framing the solution to 
overly concentrated capital. Post-socialism may offer a 
way around the limits of the nation-state, which were 
inherent in traditional socialism. Post-populism could 
empower the people without relying on the destructive 
and surreal notion of the real people - as if some people 
are unreal. In each case, a post- 
places society requires a new set of 
terms. 

Today's uncertainties 
about meaning have 
become an obstacle 
to productive debate, 
not to mention basic 
logic. We need an 
intellectual 

decluttering. The 

minimalist lifestyle guru 

Marie Kondo recommends 
discardi ng anything that no longer ‘sparks 
joy.’ Her approach has prompted families to sift through 
and cast away the detritus left by previous generations. 
That is not a bad idea for improving our intellectual 
hygiene. In place of an attic cleanup would be a debate to 
identify defunct concepts. The goal would be to make 
room for new ideas - areality makeover. Culture wars feed 
on old, empty nostrums. To stop the useless fighting, we 
need to discard anything that does not spark creativity. 


Courtesy: Project Syndicate 
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There is no denying that any system that builds 
society, promotes public welfare, values 
people, supports individual dignity, 
establishes democracy and brings stability in 
society is a good form of government. While, on 
the other hand, a system in which, uncertainty 
rules, undemocratic practices are routinized, creativity is 
insulted, people are driven with criminal disregard and a 
crisis of governance occurs is a bad one. Each form, 
parliamentary or presidential, has some pros and cons. A 
number of fallacies have been churned out about political 
system in Pakistan by various stakeholders since the 
inception of this ‘Land of the Pure’. In this article, a 
description of both the systems shall be given and light 
shall be shed on the question: what system suits Pakistan 
more? A historical glimpse of these systems being 
adopted in Pakistan as per need and yp = 
circumstances and their characteristic 
features, along with reasons of how 


Qasim Ali Bhatti 


the presidential system can be more suitable for Pakistan, 
shall be discussed here. 

Parliamentary system 

Sadly, in the history of Pakistan, the parliamentary system 
has failed to deliver and live up to the expectations 
associated with it by all and sundry. This Westminster 
model seems ill-suited to prevailing realities of our nation. 
It has always benefited the mafias and feudal cliques at 
the expense of the common Pakistanis. It has facilitated 
the undemocratic forces to hijack the system, time and 
again. Some intellectual big guns think that it was 
deliberately designed by the then-ruling class to 
centralize monopolistic control over the state and its 
resources vide mafias/bigwigs. General public was 
ignored outright. Local governments were not established 
and developed as per the spirit of democratic norms. The 
parliament, which is supposed to legislate for 
the people, was used for personal gains, as 
legalising the election of Mian Muhammad 
_ Nawaz Sharif, as chairman of his political 
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Parliamentary Versus Presidential 
What system suits Pakistan? 


Historically, the nation of Pakistan has been defrauded with pipedreams and made to meander 
between various rights. Presently, a flerce debate over 'what form of government sults Pakistan’ 
is underway and the country seems on a knife-edge, as always. 
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‘ party by passing of Election Bill, 2017. Issues exist in 
representation too as various segments of the society 
have a sense of deprivation. They rue that they are not 
given their due share in government as parties from small 
provinces fail to form the federal government - as evident 
from the past that who wins Punjab, wins Pakistan. There 
has been a schism even over the National Finance 
Commission (NFC) award which distributes resources 
among the provinces. Ethnic political culture was 
implanted here and it grew over time with deep roots. 
Many ethnicities bemoan less representation and 
minimum awards and benefits from government and keep 
raising concerns - some have even resorted to launch 
secession movements. 

These are some fundamental concerns regarding 
parliamentary form of government. Let's now move 
towards the other form, ie. presidential form of 
government. 


Presidential system 
Taking presidential system into consideration, about half 


of Pakistan's history has seen presidential or semi- 
presidential systems, but even they didn't give two hoots 
to the people of Pakistan at large. Presidential regimes 
caused great losses and put Pakistan back on many fronts. 
Some presidential figures abrogated, mutilated and put in 
abeyance the constitution and replaced that with LFOs, a 
blemish on the face of democracy. Historically, Article 
58(2)(b) has been used by presidents to dissolve the 
National Assembly, ergo the government. Presidents have 
driven the ship of this nation recklessly but have deemed 
themselves above the law. In democratic interludes, the 
prime minister was elected but hardly wielded real power 
as enunciated by the constitution. Undemocratic forces 
have been decadent. Peddlers of presidential system 
always had some ulterior motives. The presidents 
usurped power and clang to it for long. They abused the 
power system of this country from the very beginning. 
They dishonoured creativity. They devalued the state by 
giving world powers the chance to use this land to their 
benefit. They mired the country in an identity crisis; 
starting from Ayub's modernism, then moving through 
Zia's Islamization and then ending up at Musharraf's 
‘enlightened moderation’. The ‘Fall of Dhaka’ has also 
been a curse of a presidential stint. Such damages were 
caused because the presidential system in Pakistan was, in 
effect, a dictatorship, which has a characteristic feature of 
by-passing the law, and democratic forces are its prime 
foes. What can be expected of that system, where even a 
bare minimum is for person and not for the state? 

What parliamentary system offers? 

In parliamentary form of government, prime minister is 
the focal person and the parliament reigns supreme. In 
Westminster model, Prime Minister is the head of the 
government and the king or the president acts as a rubber 
stamp, as head of the state. Prime minister is responsible 
to public trough parliament which consists of people's 
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Pakistan has swung between civilian and 
military rule since Independence 


Civilian 1947 Military 
Independence 

Liagat All 

Khan - 

First civilian j Gen 
PM, followed ; Ayub Khan 
by others ‘ 
1958 Gen 


Yahya Khan 


Zulfikar All 
Bhutto — 
First civilian 
president and 
later PM 


Coup by 
Gen Zia ul-Haq 


PMs: 
Benazir Bhutto; 
Nawaz Sharif; 
Bhutto again; 
Sharif again 
, Coup by 

Gen Pervez 

Musharraf 


Number of PMs, 
nc Nawaz Sharif } 


imran Khan 
elected 


chosen representatives. S(he) can be made accountable at 
any stage of his/her tenure; his/her tenure is not as fixed 
as in presidential system. 

In parliamentary system, there is also a fusion between 
the Executive and the Legislature. Cabinet of the prime 
minister consists of elected and, in some cases, unelected 
people. The lower house of the legislature (e.g. National 
Assembly in the case of Pakistan), which is elected by the 
people, has exclusive powers to legislate on financial and 
Other economic or budgetary issues. When crucial 
decisions are to be taken, there is a debate in the 
parliament which makes the ultimate choice. 

Moreover, parliamentary system is much more flexible 
and laws or amendments thereupon can be passed very 
easily. In parliamentary government, a coalition 
government can be made, where even small segments of 
the society get representation. 

What presidential system offers? 

Presidential system has the president as the head of the 
government and (s)he chairs the Executive of his/her 
country. Presidential system is considered better as 
compared to parlidmentary system because the former is 
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more about reality while the latter needs idealistic 
scenario to flourish. Many developed countries of the 
world including the United States, Mexico, China, Turkey 
and Russia have strong presidents and are leading the 
world in various spheres of life. 

Presidential system promotes a strong local setup. It 
allows “separation of powers,” a very unique feature of 
this system. It keeps organs of the state in a specific place 
by ensuring their separation and then makes possible a 
check on one by the other. It, hence, establishes the 
postulate of “check and balance”. Presidential system 
allows the president to complete his/her tenure, unless 
something of heinous nature happens, that may lead to 
his impeachment. Due to a fixed tenure, continuity of 
policies becomes a hallmark of this system. President is 
highly empowered and (s)he can 
take quick decisions in his/her 
country’s interest. 

In presidential system, the 
president is the head of the 
state as well as the head of 
government. President is above 
and beyond any kind of party 
politics, because (s)he is elected 
by the public or their 
representatives, e.g. Electoral 
College in the United States. 
President is authorized to fill 
the slots in his cabinet that can 
be chosen from experts and 
specialists in different fields - 
being an elected representative 
is not a prerequisite for that. If a minister does not 
perform well, the President can send him/her packing any 
time. There is no concept of collective responsibility in 
this system. 

What suits Pakistan more? 

In a cursory glance, we observed that both systems carry 
weight and have shortcomings as well. Here the question 
is: what suits Pakistan more? Following arguments shall 
support the evidence that presidential system suits more 
to Pakistan. 

First, as Pakistan is in a quagmire, politically, socially, 
economically and religiously, so it needs quick and 
rational decisions. Hence, the presidential system suits 
more as it ensures quick decision-making. 

Second, presidential system jis the torch-bearer of 
separation of powers. Pakistan has a huge overlapping of 
powers which becomes an escape way for its executors, 
Hence, separation of power can be a better choice here. 
Third, presidential system has surety of tenure, and 
policies can continue there, whereas in parliamentary 
form, vote of no-confidence, horse-trading and new 
elections are used as pressure tools against the sitting 
prime minister. Since Pakistan needs the surety of tenure 
of the head of the government and continuity of policies; 
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therefore, presidential system is more suitable here. 
Fourth, this continuity of policies and establishment of 
patterns can end identity crisis here. 

Fifth, the system of accountability at hands of institutions 
needs to be strengthened and individual accountability of 
ministers must be preferred to collective responsibility. 
So, presidential system can be the harbinger of that in a 
best possible way. 

Sixth, in parliamentary system, prime minister has to 
follow party lines and (s)he can be blackmailed too on 
various issues by his own party as well as by coalition 
members. While in presidential system, the president has 
nothing to do with party politics; he is above party politics 
and does his work with dedication. Pakistan pressingly 
needs such a system. So, presidential system is a better 
choice, comparatively. 

Seventh, presidential system is 
a bit rigid, and does not allow all 
amendments to get passed for 
personal or party gains. This all 
makes it better version of 
governance in a country like 
Pakistan. 

Eighth, in presidential system, 
there is a check and balance of 
_ one institution over the other, 
| this thread is missing in 
parliamentary system because 
of dual roles. And, this is a dire 
need of Pakistan at present, and 
this makes presidential system 
better here. 

Ninth, in presidential system, local government system is 
established and is very strong, while parliamentary 
system targets more at budgetary allocations and strives 
for the concentration of power. 

Tenth, presidential system proved insulant against 
dictatorships while parliamentary system is prone to it - 
Pakistan's history is a case in point. 

Eleventh, pluralistic states can also be run under a 
presidential system. So, Pakistan can choose it. 

Last but not least, a federation needs three elements to 
perform better, i.e, Trust, Confidence, and Representa- 
tion. Trust of public in parties that they can run the 
system; confidence in institutions that they shall do their 
duties best and representation is made to meet public 
needs and demands, And these three traits can be 
established better ina presidential system on quick basis. 
Hence, we must learn from history, and should not allow 
anyone to embroil us politically because of ill-advised 
rabble-rousing tempest of Westminster model of 
democracy, We must choose the presidential system with 
democratic patterns to strengthen and flourish Pakistan.) 


The writer holds an LLB degree and is currently serving 
as Excise, Taxation and Narcotics Inspector. He can be 
reached at qasimalibhattiO0@gmail.com 
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The Battle of Plassey, which was fought in 
1757, can rightly be considered the first 
phenomenal victory of the British Fast India 
Company (FIC) on the Indian soil as it laid the 
foundation of the British rule in India through 
EIC. This victory was further consolidated in the battle of 
Buxar in which FIC defeated the Mughal ruler Shah Alam 
II who was compelled to grant EIC rights of collection of 
revenue in the areas of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. In next 
hundred years, their rule gradually extended to the whole 
of the Indian Subcontinent. In these hundred years, 
policies of the British EIC caused War of Independence 
(WOT) in 1857. These policies will be discussed in the 
following paragraphs. 

Administrative policies 

High level administrative posts were occupied by the 
British. Lower level slots were for the locals, i.e. Indians. 
Judicial system 

British laws were extended to the Indian Subcontinent. 
English was made the official language. 

Taxation policy 

Heavy taxes were imposed on agriculture. No exemption 
was granted even during the Famine of Bengal in 1770 
which caused deaths of millions. 

Educational policy 

English was introduced as lingua franca. Status of official 
languages of Persian and Arabic languages was revoked. 
Composition of military 

British officers commanded the EIC military on senior 
positions whereas recruitments for lower ranks (e.g. 
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sepoys) were made from the locals. Moreover, the General 
Services Enlistment Act of 1856 was passed by which the 
Indian soldiers may be ordered to serve outside India 
where the FIC wanted them to serve. 

Lack of consultative policy 

The government of EIC did not consult Indians in the 
governance matters. Rather their style was dictatorial. 
Christian missionaries 

The provisions of East India Company Act, 1813, or the 
Charter Act of 1813, permitted and encouraged Christian 
missionaries to preach Christianity in India. Attempts to 
impose Christianity and Christian laws created unrest in 
the Indian society. 

Antagonism by the old aristocracy 

Policies of the EIC antagonized the old aristocracy as 
their privileges were curtailed. For this reason, they also 
joined the WOI. One example of such policies was the 
Doctrine of Lapse which was passed in 1848. According 
to this doctrine, the princely status of the states under 
the suzerainty of the EIC would be abolished if its ruler 
was incompetent or if he died without a male heir. The 
adopted child could not inherit the status. 

EIC’s Policies that clashed with the local Indian culture 
The British Governor General of India from 1848 to 1856, 
Lord Dalhousie, passed the 'Widow Remarriage Act of 
1856' which allowed Indian widows to remarry. Another 
policy was abolition of Sati - the cruel custom prevalent 
in Hindu society. There was a widespread belief among 
the Hindus that the British wanted also to do away with 
the caste system. 


War of.Independence 
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Resistance from Muslim religious scholars 

Various Muslim scholars like Maulana Muhammad Qasim 
Nanautvi and Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi took up 
arms against the colonial rule. Mufti Nizam ud Din, a 
renowned scholar of Lahore, issued a fatwa against the 
Company forces and called upon the local population to 
support the mutiny. 

Role of Bahadur Shah Zafar 

Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Mughal Emperor, was 
compelled to issue proclamation in favour of war against 
EIC. 

Immediate cause: Cartridges controversy 

In February 1857, there arose a controversy regarding 
gunpowder cartridges for the Enfield rifles. Sepoys 


believed that the cartridges were greased with cow and pig © 


fat. Loading the Enfield often required tearing open the 
greased cartridge with one's teeth. Biting to load the 
cartridges greased with cow and pig fat was against the 
religious norms of both the 

Hindus and the Muslims. So, f 
the local sepoys refused to 
load the Enfield rifles. The 
first Indian soldier who 
rebelled was Mangal 
Pandey, sepoy (infantry- 
man) in the 34th Bengal 
Native Infantry (BNI) 
regiment of the British East 


_ the 34th Bengal Native Infantry 


July 19, 1827 


officers on Mar. 29, 


| Was made a soldier (sepoy) in the 6th Company of > 


THE DEFIANT 


4 SEPOY MANGAL PANDEY was born on 


His mutiny agalnst British | Revolted against 
| the Enfield P-53 


| 
' 
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| Barrackpore, West Bengal, | cartridges greased 
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¥ Orissa 

The WOI started from Meerut and Delhi among sepoys 
with violent attacks on the British officers in May 1857, 
Initially, the Indian rebels captured towns in Haryana, 
Bihar, the Central Provinces and the United Provinces. 
When the British forces responded, the rebels were easily 
defeated because they had no central command and 
control. 

Between July and September 1857, the company forces 
laid siege to Delhi. After heavy casualties, the Company 
forces retook the city. After that, Bahadur Shah Zafar was 
arrested, and his sons Mirza Mughal and Mirza Khizr 
Sultan, as well as his grandson Mirza Abu Bakar were 
killed. British forces then recaptured Agra and Cawnpore. 
In Cawnpore, many British men, women and children were 
killed - the massacre is remembered as_ Bibighar 
massacre. 

When the Raja of Jhansi died without any legal heir, his 
Jhansi state was annexed 
to the British Raj by the 
Governor General of 
India. His widow Rani 
Lakshmi Bai, popularly 
known as Rani of Jhansi, 
joined the rebellion. In 
March 1858, the 
Company forces laid 
siege to Jhansi and 
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India Company, who was | 1857, whilestationed at _|_rifle which used finally captured it. Rani 
executed on 8 April 1857. triggered the 1857 War of with pig and ‘) was later killed in the 
Events of WOI Independence | cow fat -* Battle of Gwalior on June 
Meerut. Rebellion started in ‘Pandy’ was a slang used by British _ 17, 1858. The Company 
Meerut, a small town 40 soldiers to describe a traitor forces recaptured 


miles northeast of Delhi, on 
May 10, 1857, from the local 
sepoys who were recruited in the army of the British EIC. 
On 06 May 1857, 85 out of 90 sepoys refused to bite 
cartridges with their teeth, and were consequently 
sentenced for 10 years’ imprisonment. This created 
resentment among sepoys who released the imprisoned 
soldiers and marched to Delhi where they reached on 11th 
of May 1857. 

Other major centres of the WOI were the following areas: 

Y Delhi 

~ Agra 

Y Benares 

Y Allahabad 
¥ Haryana 

Y Bihar 


Y The United Provinces 
¥ Cawnpore (Kanpur) 
Y Lucknow 

v Jhansi 

¥ Punjab 

Y Bengal 

Y Gujarat 
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Gwalior. In Punjab, Rai 
Ahmad Khan Kharal led rebellion in September 1858 but 
he was killed by the Company forces and three months 
after that, the rebellion was finally crushed. In Punjab, the 
Sikh princes helped the British with men and money. 
EndofWOl 

The EIC was able to defeat the rebels in Gwalior on June 
20, 1858. However on July 8, 1858, hostilities were 
formally declared to be ended. On November 1, 1858, the 
EIC granted general amnesty to all the rebels who were not 
involved in heinous offences like murder. 


Why WOl failed? 
Y __ Leaderless; as Bahadur Shah Zafar had no control 
over the mutineers 


Y  Nocentral command-and-control system 

Y Violence against civilians which displeased them 
and they stood in favour of the EIC whose 
concern was to restore law and order. 

Y Nounity among the rebels in political, ethnic and 
cultural terms. Nana Saheb, a prominent leader 
in the Indian Mutiny of 1857-58 - although he 
did not plan the outbreak, yet he assumed 
leadership of the sepoys - only wanted the 
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withdrawal of the Doctrine of Lapse. Rulers of 
many states supported the British. The ruler of 
Kashmir supported the British with his army. The 
then Governor General, Lord Canning, declared 
that if any rebel gives up rebellion, he will be 
forgiven. 

Y Allsoldiers did not revolt. As much as 80 percent 
of the Company forces comprised Indians. The 
rebellion was put down by the Indian soldiers 
drawn from the Madras army, the Bombay army 
and the Sikh regiments. 

¥ The British were more organized and powerful 
than the rebels. They had already conquered Sind 
and Punjab which did not support the revolt. The 
Company army had more sophisticated 
weapons. 

¥ The revolt was largely limited to the North and 

Central India. Following states remained calm: 

Hyderabad 

Mysore 

Travancore 

Kashmir 

Rajputana 

Effects of the WOI 
“ Heavy death toll: Atrocities against civilians 

were committed by both sides. In Oudh alone, the 
death toll is estimated to be around 150,000 out 
of which 100,000 were civilians. When the 
Company forces recaptured certain cities, they 
carried out general massacres. General Neill of 
the EIC massacred thousands of Indians. The 
rebels murdered more than one hundred British 
women and children at Cawnpore. This 
Cownpore massacre outraged the Company 
forces and they responded by ruthlessly killing 
the rebels. Approximately 6,000 of the 40,000 
British living in India were killed. Many Indian 
women were subjected to sexual violence and 
rape by the Company soldiers. Some British 

officers adopted the policy of no prisoners, i.e. 

everyone who was captured was to be killed. 

“ End of Mughal Dynasty: The last Mughal 
Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was arrested on 
his alleged involvement in the mutiny, a n d 
was tried, thereupon, for treason. 
He was exiled to Rangoon where 
he died in 1862. 

Y The EIC was dissolved with the 
passing of Government of India Act, 
1858, that established direct british rule in 
India. The ruling power of the Company was 

transferred in the name of the Crown. A new 
department called India Office was 
established by the British 
government, and 

its head, who 
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was called the Secretary of State for India, was 
tasked with formulating the British 
government's India policy. The Governor General 
of India gained the new title of the Viceroy of 
India whose task was to implement the policies 
chalked out by the India Office. 

Y Reorganization of the British army: Size of the 
Bengali contingent was decreased. The ratio of 
the British officers to the Indian soldiers was 
increased. 

Y The life of the Muslims became very difficult as 
they were blamed by the British to be responsible 
for the mutiny. 

Y The Doctrine of Lapse was reversed, and the 
annexed lands were given back to Indians. 

Different names for the revolt 

Y The Sepoy mutiny 

Y Indian Mutiny 

¥ The Great Rebellion 

Y Revolt of 1857 

Y War of Independence 

WOlorIndian mutiny? 

From the perspective of local population, which were 
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, it was War of Independence 
which they fought in order to get rid of cruel policies of 
the EIC. 

From the point of view of the EIC, it was mutiny on the part 
of the soldiers who were joined by local population 
against the sitting government of the British EIC. 
Conclusion 

Though it was a failed attempt to get rid of the tyrannical 
rule of the British EIC, it had far-reaching effects on the 
Indian history, A new era of the history of the Indo-Pak 
Subcontinent started which lasted for almost 90 years. 


The writer is a civil servant, belonging to Police 
Service of Pakistan (PSP). 
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Law is a versatile discipline because of its 
variety of fields and specializations, as well 
as its aims and aspirations. It is difficult to 
define and daunting to comprehend, and 
what is most exciting about itis its culture of 
adaptation and development. It takes years 
of analysis and study to bring about conceptual clarity 
and command over it. For convenience, it has been 
divided up into classification. Its binary divisions in the 
tradition of V.D. Mahajan are, inter alia, civil and 
criminal, municipal and international, scientific and 
physical, moral and imperative, conventional and 
natural. However, the most practical ones are substan- 
tive and procedural laws as they provide citizens with 
guidelines on what they ought to do and what they must 
refrain from, as well as how to channelize their claims. 
The substantive law is a branch of law that governs 
citizens’ rights and duties. Itassists in determining legal 
facts that is conduct proscribed under law since moral 
facts, ie. conduct proscribed under conscience, alone 
cannot attract criminality. Its example from the 
jurisdiction of Pakistan is the archaic, but still applica- 
ble and infrequently amended, Pakistan Penal Code 
(PPC) of 1860, otherwise known as Majmua-e-Tazirat-e- 
Pakistan. It was originally prepared by Lord Macaulay 
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and has stayed with us even after the independence in 
1947, It has undergone changes ever since and is now a 
mixture of Islamic and English laws. 

Under Section 332 of PPC, there are five types of hurt in 
Pakistan namely itlaf-e-uzw, itlaf-e-salahiyat-e-uzw, 
shajja, jurh and other hurts. As per Section 333, it is the 
duty of citizens of Pakistan to refrain from amputating 
organs of their fellow beings. Such a hurt is categorized 
as itlaf-e-uzw. Its punishment as prescribed in Section 
334 is Qisas. If gisas cannot be carried out because the 
defendant is, let's say, diabetic, then it Is liable to arsh. If 
this too cannot be performed, then it is liable to ten 
years' imprisonment. 

As per Section 335, the citizens are forbidden from 
disabling the functionality of organs of their fellow 
beings. Such a hurt is categorized as itlaf-e-salahiyat-e- 
uzw by PPC. Its punishment as laid out in Section 336 is 
the same as that in Section 334. 

As per Section 337, there is a duty on citizens to not 
cause injury on head or face of their fellow beings. This 
sort of hurt is named as shajja. Its punishment, as 
prescribed in Section 337-A, ranges from one year 
imprisonment to fourteen years of that. 

As per Section 337, there is a duty on citizens to not hurt 
their fellow beings below the neck. It is named as jurh. 


\ 
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From Section 337-G onwards, there is a wide range of 
hurts like rash driving, administering poison and mistake. 
Punishment for first two is ten years’ imprisonment and 
for latter is arshand daman, respectively. 

In 2020, amendment to PPC was proposed. To this end, the 
Criminal Law Amendment Bill was pushed by PTI MNA 
Amjad Ali Khan and became a subject of controversy. It 
was condemned by Opposition parties as well as govern- 
ment's own federal ministers. It pushed forward to 
append Section 500 A to Section 500 of PPC. The latter is a 
general defamation clause whereas the former was 
intended to afford privileged protection to Armed Forces 
of Pakistan. It made it a punishable offence to intention- 
ally ridicule armed forces. The problem with it, in the 
words of PML-N's legislator Marriyum Aurengzeb, was 
that it was contrary to Article 19 of the Constitution of 
Pakistan, 1973. Even cabinet members including Fawad 
Chaudhry and Dr Shireen Mazari frowned at it. In his 
tweet, the former said it is an “absolutely ridiculous idea 
to criminalize criticism, respect is earned, can't be 
imposed on people.” Reiterating, PPP leader Farhatullah 
Babar expressed his concern as “it's liable to be grossly 
misused in the name of national security as Section 295 C 
had been misused in the name of religion.” 

On the other hand, the procedural law is a branch of law 
which governs the mechanism for availing the substantive 
rights. Its example from the jurisdiction of Pakistan is the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1898. It lays down the 
procedure for hearing and punishing or acquitting the 
accused. 

Under its Section 154, cognizable offences are to be 
recorded in an FIR or Register No 1. As per Section 22-A, 
every citizen has a right to go to Justice of Peace, usually 
an Additional Sessions Judge or District and Sessions 
Judge to direct the police to register their FIR. In Qutab 
Khan & another Vs District Police Officer, D.I Khan (2020), 
it was held that Section 22-A (6) defined the jurisdiction of 
ex-officio Justice of Peace (JOP) as: (a) direct police to 
register FIR; (b) direct transfer of case from one police 
officer to another; and (c) direct police to fulfil their duties 
by surpassing neglect, failure or excess of their powers. It 
also made it clear that JOP could not step into the shoes of 
the investigating agencies, i.e. direct them to include an 
accused in a case. Adding emphasis, it said, the superior 
courts have refrained from interfering with the investiga- 
tion of police, so should the lower courts. As per Section 
156, the duty of the police is confined to investigation, 
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that is, collection of evidence. As per Section 155, non- 
cognizable offences are to be recorded in Roznamcha or 
Register No 2. As per Section 200, a citizen can take his 
complaint to the Magistrate. This is known as Istaghasa. 
Under Sections 68 to 89, the Magistrate can do issue of 
process, that is to say, they can take four chronological 
steps against the defendants. 

First is to issue summons, 

Second is to issue warrants. 

Third is to issue proclamation of absconder. 

Fourth is to issue attachment of property. 

The foregoing discussion about both substantive and 
procedural laws of Pakistan shows the importance law 
holds in the lives of citizens and how it aims to make a 
difference by helping them know their rights and mecha- 
nisms for realizing them. B 


The author teaches jurisprudence and legal theory at 
Pakistan College of law, Lahore. She can be 
contacted at: mawraraja@protonmail.com 


All in One - Book XIV | 269 


CamScanner 


CSS EXCLUSIVE 


ALLAMA IOBAL'S 


| CGONGCEPT OF 
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On April 21, the nation will observe the 84th death anniversary of great philosopher, 
thinker and Poet of the East, Allama Dr Muhammad Iqbal, to pay homage to his 
services for the Muslims of the Subcontinent. Although he died a few years 
before the making of Pakistan, it was Allama Iqbal who conceived the idea 
of a separate homeland for the Muslims of the Subcontinent as he 
wanted to see to “see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind 
and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single State.” He was a seer = 

whose vision and struggle had provided a direction to the Muslims ‘ 

of India. Iqbal embodied all the qualities of a philosopher-king, Nav! co SS 

u/ G faUp 


revolutionary poét, visionary leader and a political thinker whose 
ideas ultimately outwitted the mighty British and the clever | 
Hindus. On his 84th death anniversary, let's have alookathisgreat | 


idea of Ijtihad. 
M. Usman Butt 


jtihad was exercised from the earliest days of Islam. 
Some learned companions of the Prophet (PBUH) such as 
Abu Bakr (RA), Umar (RA), Ali (RA) and many others 
exercised ijtihad in matters which had no specific 
solutions in the Quran and Sunnah. Starting from this 
early practice, ijtihad, then, was used extensively by the 
four great scholars of Muslim jurisprudence in the 

second century of hijrah. The sphere of ijtihad at that time was very 

wide. It covered all the aspects of religious, political and civil life, 

including the whole field of family laws, the laws of inheritance and 

all legal questions that arose in social life. In the early years of the Ya 

growth of Islamic law, any jurist who possessed the requisite 

qualifications was deemed to be competent to exercise ijtihad. y’ 

However, in the third century of hijrah, increasing restrictions were 

imposed, and the four schools of jurisprudence were regarded as : 

fully developed. This resulted in the closing of the doors of ijtihad. 

Thus, after the third century of hijrah, ijtihad completely 

disappeared as a practical intellectual force in Islam. The 

closing of the doors of ijtihad is considered one of the 

greatest intellectual disasters in the development of f- 

Islamic thought. 

Iqbal observed that no law or institution can be truly 

Islamic unless it imbibes the spirit of the dynamic 

outlook of the Quran. Islamic civilization, 

according to him, has lost this dynamic element. 

Therefore, Iqbal tried to revive ijtihad and to 

bring back this dynamic element of Islamic 

civilization. He highlighted a few dynamic 
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elements which constitute his principle of ijtihad, the 
dynamic concept of the universe, society and culture in 
Islam, the idea of changeability of life, the truth of juristic 
reasoning in Islam, and the evolutionary and dynamic 
concept of the intellect and thought in Islam. 

ljtihad means to exert with a view to form an independent 
judgement on a legal question. Iqbal does not like to 
present ijtihad with such conditions which are well-nigh 
impossible of realization in a single individual. Such an 
attitude seems strange in a system of law based mainly on 
the groundwork provided by the Quran which embodies 
an essentially dynamic outlook on life. To him, the 
principle of movement in the structure of Islam is known 
as ijtihad. Allama Iqbal thought: "The only effective 
power, therefore, that counteracts the forces of decay ina 
people is the rearing of self-concentrated individuals. 
Such individuals alone reveal the depth of life. They 
disclose new standards in the light of which we begin to 
see that our environment is not wholly inviolable and 
requires revision.” The spirit of Quran is essentially 
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imitation or conformity as it is preferable to “ijtihad” itself. 
From the foregoing verses of Ramuz-i-Bekhudi, it is 
evident that Iqbal advised his nation to adhere strictly to 
their historical, cultural and religious heritage during the 
time of intellectual darkness and decadence. In that 
condition, there is safety in the obedience of ancestors. 
Allama Iqbal's historical lecture on ijtihad entitled "The 
Principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam" appears 
as the sixth lecture in his "The Reconstruction of Religious 
Thought in Islam’, a collection of [qbal's lectures delivered 
during 1928 and 1929 at Madras, Hyderabad and Aligarh. 
In this lecture, Iqbal discusses various aspects of the 
problem of ijtihad. He begins by analyzing the social and 
intellectual structure of Islam and concludes that ijtihad 
in this structure operates as a dynamic principle. 

He then proceeds to survey the various religious 
movements in the modern period and discusses the role 
of ijtihad in this context. He analyses the literal meaning 
and technical definition of the term ijtihad in order to 
explain that Islamic law is not a static and unchangeable 
system, but is rather a living and dynamic institution. 


igbal’s Expectations from the Youth 


According to Javaid Iqbal, Allama Iqbal's son, there are five qualities that 
igba! wanted the future generations to develop in them which are also 
the qualities of a Shaheen. These qualities are relevant to individuals but 
very relevant to the development of a nation: 

Buland Parwaaz: fly high and think big, long-term thinking. Plan ahead. 

Tez nigahi: develop a sharp vision: foresight is important. 

Khilwat pesandi: meditate/refiect/pray/ponder/think (ideally in quiet 
spaces or on the place of prayer, the janamaaz). 

Ashiyene: develop your own home/your community/your 
neighbourhood, develop good relations with neighbours far and wide in 
the world. 

Don't eat others’ prey: earn yourself. Be independent and stand on 
your own feet. Don't look to others for charity/loans/debt/borrowing. You 


can do it yourself! Believe in the highest human abilities of yourself. |f 
others have done something, you can and should do better! Be positive 
about yourself and your nation. Believe, and it will happen. 

These are valuable lessons — for both older and young peopie — for living 
a dynamic, enlightened and creative life as well as contributing to one’s 
society, nation and the world community. By interacting with, anc 
learning from, both the East and the West, Allama Iqbal and Quaid-<- 
Azam became the special leaders and visionaries. They inspired and 
continue to inspire hundreds and thousands of people. Today, we can 
learn from their method of being inclusive, creative, empathetic, ocen- 
minded, forgiving, hard working and valuable global citizens, drawing 
from the ocean of knowledge from whichever source itis found. 


dynamic and it asserted itself in powerful reaction to 
orthodox smugness in the writings of Ibn Taymiyyah in 
the 13th century, of Jalal al-Din Sayuti in the sixteenth 
century and par excellence in the great puritan movement 
initiated by Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab of Najd in 
Arabia, in the eighteenth century. Muhammad Ibn Tumart 
of Muslim Spain falls also in the category of such puritan 
reformers. 
Dig your path with an axe of your own. 
It is a sin to tread the beaten paths of others! 
If you achieve something unique and original. 
Fven a sin becomes a virtue. 

However, Allama Iqbal could not plead for that 
uncontrolled independence that certain modernists and 
so-called reformers put into his mouth, He fully 
understood that every Tom, Dick and Harry cannot 
exercise ijtihad in Islam as the notion has its own 
Peculiarities and conditions. It must be exercised by those 
Who are fully competent to do it because of the period of 
decadence. Allama Iqbal recommends for community 


Then, where did the present stagnation enter the system, 
and when? When was the door of ijtihad closed’? Among 
the causes of its immobility, Iqbal enumerates the 
following. 
* Orthodox reaction to rationalist movements such as 
Mutazillah. 
* Apprehension about Sufism and 
* Destruction of Baghdad, 
These factors forced the Islamic society to discontinue the 
exercise of ijtihad. But later on, the scholars of [slamic 
Law, some of therm educated in the modern institutions, 
believed that the restrictions imposed on = the 
development of Islamic law by closing the gate of ijtihad 
must not be maintained and that there is no justification 
for these restrictions. Iqbal believed that “a society is like 
an ever-evolving organism consistently changing and 
developing as it moves from its beginning to its end. The 
social, economic, educational and political conditions at 
the time of the destruction of Baghdad had changed 
considerably from those of the period of the great Imams, 
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which led to closing the gate of ijtihad.” 

He says that the present-day social economic and political 
conditions of the Muslim society are also entirely 
different from the circumstances of the earlier periods 
and require considerable changes in social, economic, 
political and legal codes to meet requirements. For such a 
situation, the great Imams and Ulema had a role to follow. 
It cannot be denied that laws change to accord with the 
changing of times and age. According to Ibn-i-Khaldun the 
great historian of Islam: 

“The conditions, customs and sects of the world and 
nations do not continue according to any specific pattern 
of stable programme. There is always change from time to 
time, from one condition to another, inasmuch as this 
applies to persons, times and provinces, it applies 
likewise to countries, ages and 
States.” 

It is already mentioned that Iqbal 
set a precedent for ijtihad in his 
seven lectures in “The Reconstruc- 
tion of Religious Thought in Islam,” 
in interpreting the basic Quranic 
concepts of life. In the preface to 
this book, he boldly and honestly 
declares: “As knowledge advances 
and fresh avenues of thought are 
opened, other views and probably 
sounder views that those set forth 
in these lectures are possible. Our 
duty is carefully to watch the 
progress of human thought, and to 
maintain an independent critical 
attitude towards it.” 

About this dynamic and real 
scientific approach of Igbal, Syed 
Amir Ali in his remarkable book 
“Spirit of Islam” say's: 

“The expression of this sentiment 
is in perfect harmony with his 
progressive, liberal outlook on life 
and its problem. Jt is now for us to 
follow the trail he has so brilliantly blazed for our 
benefit." 

According to the views of Allama Iqbal, up to the Abbasid 
period, there was no written law of Islam apart from the 
Quran. Secondly, during the first four centuries of Islam, 
the activites of ijtihad, which culminated in’ the 
appearance of nineteen schools of law, not only 
demonstrates the dynamism of Islamic law butalso pots 
out that the formulation of Islamic law was the result of 
these activities. With these preliminary romarks, he pores 
on to discuss the four basic sources of Isjaniic law, Le. the 
Quran, Hadith, Ijma and Oiyas. 

Iqbal elaborates and brings out the dynamic character of 
these principles and gives us in the present changing 
Situation an entirely new interpretation of Ijma 
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My poetic flair may not be sprightly enough 
The truth therein may stil! win your heart! 
Either there are relentless forays into the expanse of the 


Cosmos 


The latter cult of the clergy. the inanimate, and the plants 


(consensus). Here, it is worth mentioning that Allama 
Iqbal criticized Western democracy tooth and nail in his 
poetry because of its defects as a political system. He is in 
favour of Islamic democracy, which he calls spiritual 
democracy in the sixth lecture of his "Reconstruction of 
Religious Thought in Islam". He regards the establishment 
of popular legislative assemblies in some Muslim 
countries as a return to the original purity of Islam. He 
believed that the essence of Tawhid (Unity of Allah) as a 
working idea was human equality, human solidarity and 
human freedom. For him, “the State, from the Islamic 
standpoint is an endeavour to transform these ideal 
principles into space-time forces, an inspiration to realize 
them ina definite human organization.” 

So, according to Allama Iqbal, Ijma as a source of legal 
reasoning should become an active 
functional source in the form of 
legislative assemblies in the 
present political setup. He wants to 
move ahead with deep caution and 
organize an academy where he 
could put together the Ulema and 
the modern scholars. He felt that it 
was not always possible that all the 
aforementioned qualities may 
unite in any one individual, so he 
suggests to organize a council 
consisting of Ulema and modern 
educated persons, who may, 
through their corporate efforts, 
make some original contribution to 
the reconstruction and the re- 
codification of the law of Islam. 
This task was so predominant in 
his mind that in his famous 
presidential address of Muslim 
League in 1932, he said: 

“I suggest the formation of an 
assembly of Ulema, which must 
include Muslim lawyers who have 
received education in modern jurisprudence. the idea is 
to protect and, if necessary, to reinterpret the law of [slam 
in the light of modern conditions, while Keeping close to 
the spirit embodied in its fundamental principles, this 
body must receive constitutional recognition so that no 
bill affecting the personal law of Muslims may be put on 
the legislative anvil before it has passed through the 
crucible of the asserably.” 

Poday, Islam's preatest need is the reconstruction of the 
Istarnic law andits re codification in such away that itmay 
provide auswers to the hundreds and thousands of new 
questions, that have been posed by the modern economic, 
political, soctal, national and international developments. 


Or the persistent supplications and recitations from the clasp of 
the Earth 
The former is religion of men self aware immersed in the spirit 
Divine , 


The writer iy a member of staff. 
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During the recent years, digital media 


have made a strong appeal to people 


—oO 
A Oo 
wanting to improve democracy right [) | It . 
from the start. Whether within or 
beyond the confines of the state, 
ormemmerem Oe 


digitalization continues to transform 
D an Al 


politics, society and democracy. 
Hassaan Bin Zubair 


Information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) have already 
considerably affected political 
systems and Structures, and no doubt 
they will continue to do so in the future. 

The invention of large computers and computing to perform 

human tasks with software programs heralded dramatic 

_ changes to societies around the world. With the rapid growth 

of personal computers and the Internet, a revolution was 

witnessed that fundamentally transformed societies, ushering 


The key question is what this 
technology breakthrough means for 
governance systems created long 
before digital disruption. On the one 
hand, policy-makers are hoping that 
technology can be used to Jegitimize 


= Ia ; 

ote 
E tenet’ 
far 


in an online world that seems to continuously expand, in application 
the public sector, re-engage citizens in domains as well as geographic boundaries. This online world is changing 
politics and combat civic apathy. every aspect of life, work and play. Thanks to digital technologies, we can 
: bank, read the news, study for a degree, and chat with 

friends across the world. But one area that seems to 
have remained impervious to these benefits is 


Scholars, on the other 
hand, point out that, if 


the digitalisation of oa "| democratic governance, which has remained largely 
democracy is left ; unchanged since it was invented in the 20th 
unquestioned, century. Today, as technology is growing by leaps 
the dangeris that and siier see — with democracy has also 
the building et sinit in etgitaldammanice 

blocks of Cy Digital democracy, also known as 


democracy electronic or e-democracy, is the use of 
3 ; information and communication 
itself will be technologies (ICTs) to enhance and, in some 
eroded. cases, replace representative democracy. 
Although theorists of digital democracy have 
differing opinions, most of them are in unison 
in asserting that some of the traditional limits 
to citizenship in contemporary liberal- 
democratic politics, e.g. problems of scale, 
scarcity of time, the decline of community, 
and lack of opportunities for policy 
deliberation can be overcome by new forms of 
online communication. 
‘Digital Democracy’, a term coined by digital 
activist Steven Clift, is a form of 


; government in which all adult 
citizens are presumed to be 
\ 4 eligible to participate equally 

in the proposal, 


development, and 
creation of laws. It 
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encompasses social, economic and cultural conditions 
that enable the free and equal practice of political self- 
determination. 

Abrief historical outline 

Digital democracy is a term filled with political 
aspirations. From an historical perspective, it is the latest 
model succeeding electronic democracy or 
teledemocracy, each of which emphasise the idea of 
democratization through technology. Importantly, this 
idea has manifested itself not only in texts and 
discussions, but also in experimental projects. 

During the 1960s a generation of political theorists, 
including Benjamin Barber, C.B. Macpherson and Carole 
Pateman, established an agenda for participatory 
Gemocracy that persisted well into the 21st century. 
During the 1980s, many sociologists and_ political 
scientists reconsidered the concept of community. Some, 
such as Robert Bellah and colleagues, bemoaned the 
intensification of individualism in American society and 
called for a new communitarian ethic. Others, such as 
Amitai Etzioni, argued in favour of 
strong, emotionally powerful 
community bonds based on family and 
locality. The final theoretical inspiration 
for digital democracy is Jurgen 
Habermas's concept of the public 
sphere: an idealized autonomous sphere 
of communication in which citizens can 
freely engage in reasoned debate away —— 
from the controlling influence of the , 
state, and large media corporations, and 
structures of social inequality. The idea 
of citizens deliberating in freely formed 
associations in civil society before taking 
that knowledge up to the level of 
government recalls the direct democracy 
of ancient Athens, but digital democracy 
updates this by focusing on how political 
discourse is mediated. The Internet emerges as a 
communication medium uniquely suited to providing 
multiple arenas for public debate that are relatively 
spontaneous, flexible and, above all, self-governed. Those 
who worry about the future of democracy focus a lot of 
their anxiety on the way that the things that happen in 
online public spaces are harming deliberation and the 
fabric of society. To be sure, billions of users appreciate 
what the internet does for them. But the climate in some 
segments of social media and other online spaces has 
been called a “dumpster fire” of venom, misinformation, 
conspiracy theories and goads to violence, 

In the early 2000s, digital democracy signified how digital 
technologies could affect democracy, potentially leading 
to deeper civic engagement in governance. This idea 
seemed to be actualised during the Arab Spring, where 
social media became an important tool for mobilising 
citizens. The Washington Times, for instance, carried the 
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term “Twitter Revolution” to describe mass protests 
following the 2009 presidential elections in Iran: “The 
spirit of liberty,” declared the editorial, “finally arrived at 
Tehran's Freedom Square”. 

This techno-optimism has dulled. Just as Iran's Supreme 
Leader led a brutal crackdown on the protests, killing 
dozens, the same digital tools that facilitated these 
revolutions began to be used in ways antithetical to 
democratic values, by authoritarian leaders and 
democratic ones alike. 

Benefits 

The Internet has several attributes that encourage 
thinking about it as a democratic medium. Electronic 
voting should be done with a proper purpose and with 
achieving a common constitutional goal. Most 
importantly, expanding democracy should help outweigh 
the advantages of e-voting compared to traditional 
ballots. 

The year 2021 saw the resurgence of digital democracy in 
another avatar, as a narrative tool that pit democratic 


nations in an existential battle against ‘digital 


authoritarianism’ - a model of the internet that allows 
states to censor online speech on arbitrary grounds, using 
nebulous justifications like national security and social 
harmony. It enables widespread surveillance of citizens, 
as well as other forms of censorship. But, digital 
democracy would contribute to access to Knowledge. The 
lack of centralized control makes censorship difficult. 

Digital democracy offers greater electronic Community 
access to political processes and policy choices. Digital 
democracy development is connected to complex internal 
factors, such as political norms and citizen pressures, and 
in yveneral, to the particular model of democracy 
implemented, Digital democracy is, therefore, highly 
influenced by both internal factors to a country and by the 
external factors of standard innovation and diffusion 
theory, People are pressuring their public officials to 
adopt more policies that other states or countries have 
regarding information and news about their government 
online. People have all governmental information at their 
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fingertips and easy access to contact their government 
officials. In this new generation, where the internet and 
networking rule everyone's daily lives, it is more 
convenient that people can be informed of the 
government and its policies through this form of 
communication. 

Digital democracy has endorsed a better and faster 
political information exchange, public argumentation and 
involvement in decision-making. Social media has become 
an empowerment tool, especially for the youth, who are 
encouraged to participate in elections. Social media 
platforms have also allowed politicians to interact with 
civilians. A clear example was the 2016 United States 
presidential election and how Donald Trump tweeted 
most of his policy announcements and goals, as most 
world leaders have Twitter accounts, including Justin 
Trudeau, Jair Bolsonaro, and Hassan Rouhani. Digital 
democracy is made possible through its role in the 
relevance of participation, the social construction of 
inclusiveness, sensitivity to the individual, and flexibility 


in participation. The Internet provides a sense of 
relevance in participation by allowing everyone's voice to 
be heard and expressed. A structure of social inclusion is 
also provided through a wide variety of Internet sites, 
groups and social networks, all representing different 
viewpoints and ideas. Sensitivity to the individual's needs 
is accomplished through the ability to express individual 
opinions publicly and rapidly. Finally, the Internet is an 
extremely flexible area of participation; it is low in cost 
and widely available to the public. Through these four 
directions, digital democracy and the implementation of 
the Internet can play an active role in societal change, 

The e-democratic process is hindered by the digital divide 
between active participants and those who do not 
Participate in electronic communities. Advocates of 
digital democracy may advocate government moves to 
close this gap. The disparity between e-governance and 
digital democracy between developed and developing 
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worlds has been attributed to the digital divide. Practical . 
objections include the digital divide between thosé with 
access and those without, as well as the opportunity cost 
of expenditure on digital democracy innovations. There is 
also scepticism about the amount of impact that they can 
make through online participation. Electronic democracy 
has been suggested as a possible method to increase voter 
turnout, democratic participation, and political 
knowledge in youth. 

Conclusion 

Digital democracy links political self-determination to 
technical innovatign in contingent, unpredictable ways. 

Hence, its evolution reflects the open-ended, often 
experimental interplay of political imaginaries, concerns, 

and goals with new technical possibilities. However, 

investigating digital democracy entails lessons that go 

beyond the present techno-political constellation: 

political self-determination is a profoundly mediated 

project whose institutions and practices are constantly 

and contingently in flux. The changes we observe are often 

ambivalent and do not reflect a 

linear progression towards more 

direct, unmediated or 

transparent forms of sovereignty. 

Likewise, digital democracy 

cannot be reduced to a 

strengthening, or weakening, of 

single elements such as freedom, 

equality, participation or 

directness. Instead, political 

engagement and its objectives are 

driven by different ways of 

interpreting and implementing 

democratic principles, which 

more often than not are in 

tension with each other. Given 

these endogenous dynamics, 

current changes in democracy 

defy a monocausal explanation and ask for 

interpretations that pay attention to the contingent 

interplay of political aspirations, digital possibilities, and 

their social context. Digital democracy evolves under 

mediated conditions that political actors can only party 

control. While emerging democratic practices show traces 

of digital business models as well as commercial and 

political surveillance ambitions, they are simultaneously 

pushing back against these forms of alienation. New 

technologies are not only means, they also have become 

the subject’ of political engagement, Hence, digital 

democracy involves struggles over its foundational 

principles, its directions, and the meaning of its 

infrastructure. It should, therefore, be understood as a 

contingent political arrangement in flux. @ 


The writer is a PhD scholar (English Literature). He can 
be reached at hbz77@yahoo.com 
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The Covid-19 crisis has immensely impacted the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development worldwide. The implications of the pandemic for the governments, industries and all 
business activities across the world have seriously challenged the SDGs' achievement and have added to 
the complexity of the interacting SDGs. Not only health but almost all sectors of the global community 
have been significantly affected by the current pandemic crisis. 


ovid-19 has had a significant effect on 
countries’ progress in achieving the UN's 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
particularly in education, health and 
unemployment. In the ,words of David 
Donoghue, the former Irish diplomat who co- 
chaired the complex SDG negotiations in 2015, 
the impact of the pandemic was a "temporary setback". 
"We're already halfway through [the 15-year timeframe of 
the goals] and Covid, of course has knocked us back a little 
bit, but I think it's only a temporary setback," Mr 
Donoghue added. 
Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
said the next eight years are an opportunity to build a 
brighter, more sustainable future by 2030. “The SDGs 
aren't something we can cram for a night or year before 
the deadline,” Mr Gates said in his address on the opening 
day of Global Goals Week, which was held outside New 
York the first time inits history. 
Focusing on SDG 3 (good health and well-being), Mr Gates 
said: “It's especially true given the pandemic, which has 
set back progress on many fronts. If we're going to 
reach the critical goals by 2030, we need 
2022 and every year after to be a year 
of action. 
"It's going to 
take all ‘ 


% 


Ahsan Dar 


hands on deck - governments, philanthropies, non-profits 
and the private sector; a committed focus to working 
together to reach the SDGs in the next years,” he added. 


What are the SDGs? 
Seven years ago, all 193 member states of the United 
Nations unanimously adopted a landmark set of 
development goals intended to galvanise and guide the 
world's efforts to eradicate poverty, end hunger and 
address climate change by 2030. 
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals - also known as 
the Global Goals - are broken down into 169 specific 
targets that each country has committed to try to achieve 
voluntarily over the next 15 years. 
For richer donor countries - such as the UAE - the 2030 
agenda also provides a framework for greater co- 
ordination of efforts to finance the achievement of the 
targets in developing countries. 
The first goal is to end poverty - defined as living on less 
than US$1.25 (Dh4.60) per day. 
Others include ensuring gender equality and quality 
education, access to clean water and sanitation, 
affordable clean energy, urgent steps to combat climate 
change, building new infrastructure and ensuring 
sustainable economic development. ‘ 
17 Goals 
1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

2. End hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable 
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agriculture 

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all 
ages 

4, Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls 

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all 

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy for all 

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work 
for all 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialisation and foster innovation 

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 
11. Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
12. Ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns 

13. Take urgent action to 
combat climate change and 
its effects 

14. Conserve and 
sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine 
resources for 
sustainable develop- 
ment 

15. Protect, restore and 
promote sustainable use 
of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertifi- 
cation, and halt and reverse 
land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss 

16. Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise 
the global partnership for sustainable development 

Why are they important? 

The UN describes the SDGs as a "blueprint to achieve a 
better and more sustainable future for all by 2030". 

SDGs' predecessor, the UN's Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), are credited with contributing to significant 
global gains in halving the number of people worldwide 
living in extreme poverty, greater access to education and 
health care in the developing world and a reduction in 
hunger. They were adopted in 2000. 

The 17 SDGs offer a more comprehensive development 
agenda covering most of the pressing issues in the world 
today. While they are considered vastly ambitious, they 
are expected to have a far greater impact than the MDGs. 
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Citizens are able to see what their governments have 
signed up to and the commitments they have made. In 
Africa, for example, citizens are aware that their 
governments have signed up to provide access to health, 
education and clean water. 
How has Covid affected SDGs? 
For most countries, the implementation of the goals was 
headed in the right direction before Covid stalled that 
positive momentum. Although a lot of indicators have 
become worse under Covid, yet there are one or two where 
the performance actually improved. Connectivity has 
improved, which, in turn, will help us to achieve the health 
and education goals and many others. 
Are all SDGs equal in importance? 
The goals are all interconnected and equally important, 
which makes the agenda quite complex but gender 
equality is one that, stands out above the 
others. It is one of the goals that are 
absolutely central to all of the SDGs, 
because if women do not enjoy 
fundamental rights, if they are 
not empowered economically 
and politically, and if they 
do not participate in peace 
and security issues, 
achieving any of the 
goals will remain a 
-herculean task. 
Moreover, Goal 13 - take 
urgent action to combat 
climate change and its 
impacts - was agreed 
three months before the 
Paris Agreement and took 
on greater importance 
when Donald Trump 
announced the US withdrawal 
from the Paris climate deal. It is 
also one of the most important SDGs. 
What if a country does not achieve its 
goals? 

No one country has achieved all of the goals as yet, but 
many developed countries are well on their way to hitting 
the 2030 target. However, there's no legal penalty if a 
country does not make enough progress, and there are no 
penalty if a country does not make enough progress, and 
there are no benchmarks between now and 2030, The idea 
is that we were supposed to achieve them all by 2030. For 
some countries, probably by the time the goals were 
approved, they had achieved them and moved way beyond 
them. For some countries, it's a huge leap to try and get to 
the global goals. However, it is hoped that peer pressure 
among countries in a given region will help get others to 
achieve the goals. g) 


The writer is a student at Karachi University. 
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ederalism, says Dicey, is a political contrivance 
intended to reconcile national unity with 
maintenance of state rights. The philosophy, 
therefore, is to have a political system where 
central government possesses limited powers so 
that it may not infringe upon the rights of the 
federating units. According to a research, today, 
there are approximately 28 countries practicing federalism, 
e.g. Argentina, Canada, Iraq, Brazil, Australia, Ethiopia, 
Pakistan, and no less than 40 percent of the world 
population is in these federal structures. Federalism comes 
from the Latin word ‘Fuoedos' which means a voluntary 


contract, treaty or a covenant between two or more than ° 


two stakeholders willing to cooperate. In this way, we have 
seen that the countries 
practicing federalism face 
various problems and 
issues relating to 
distribution of powers and 
resources, ethnic 
imbalances and various 
constitutional predica- 
ments. Therefore, they have 
developed their own 
mechanisms to deal with 
those matters by ‘a 
consensus. nul 
Pakistan, being a federal 0. SEE eet 
state, has also faced similar ea 
issues since its inception. It 

took the country's legal and VW. Ni 
political minds nine years ‘~~ 4, 
to make a constitution for = 
the country while India did 

not face such a delay. Thus, 

Pakistan was seen vacillating between different forms of 
government; from a parliamentary in 1956 to a presidential 
one in 1962. Provincial autonomy, an essential feature of a 
federal] structure, was smashed to the ground through 
introduction of the infamous ‘One Unit' formula. Military 
dictators trimmed and moulded the constitution to their 
favour only to remain longer in power. They, at several 
times, destroyed the spirit of this structure by initiating a 
rule of military-bureaucracy oligarchy. 

Resultantly, the marginalized provinces started question- 
ing the legitimacy of the federal government due to unequal 
distribution of resources. In Balochistan, secessionist 
movements started with the formation of Balochistan 
Liberation Army (BLA). In Sindh, a large number of people 
were arrested only because they were demanding that their 
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Imran Ali Bhayo 
due rights be granted to them. Pakistan was dismembered 
in 1971 when East Pakistan got separated and the principal 
reason behind this was, again, not granting people their due 
rights. Mistrust that was developed at that time still haunts 
the country in different forms and manifestations. 

The Constitution of 1973 adopted on 12th of April 1973 by 
the then-Prime Minister of Pakistan, Zulifqar Ali Bhutto, 
proved to be light at the end of the tunnel: ushering a new 
era of political and constitutional maturity. Three lists, i.e. 
Federal, Provincial and Concurrent, were added to divide 
the areas of power between the center and the federating 
units. It fulfilled the ideological and democratic aspirations 
of the people as a mechanism in the form of Council of 
Common Interests (CCI), National Economic Council (NEC) 
and National Finance 
Commission (NFC) Award 
was developed to address 
the issues of federation 
such as distribution of 
resources. But the fruits 
gained through this 
constitution did not last 
long as the imposition of 
martial law by General Ziaul 
Haq scuttled the progress. 
In 1985, he introduced the 
controversial 8th 
amendment to the 
constitution and brought in 
Article 58(2)(b) that gave 
vast powers to the head of 
state, especially the one to 
dissolve the legislature, if 
deemed necessary. From 
1985 to 1999, this section 
caused dissolution of five elected governments. Although 
Nawaz Sharif government tried to revive the parliamentary 
democracy by introducing the 13th Amendment, yet 
General Pervez Musharaf put the 1973 constitution in 
abeyance and revived this power through the 17th 
Amendment, once again making the head of state wield vast 
powers. 

Nonetheless, the dream of abolishing the Concurrent List 
once and for all became a reality in 2008 when PPPP-led 
government formed a parliamentary committee to make a 
way for the changes in the 1973 constitution under the 
leadership of a renowned parliamentarian and then- 
Chairman Senate, Raza Rabbani. After two years of 
deliberations, the 18th amendment became a law in 2010 
and was termed as a mini-constitution, 
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The passage of the 18th amendment was regarded as a 
watershed moment in the chequered constitutional history 
of Pakistan. It was for the very first time that the president 
had relinquished his powers willingly, transferring those to 
the Parliament, ergo Prime Minister. It was a radical step as it 
returned the country to a participatory federation in line 
with the 1973 constitution. This landmark amendment 
introduced changes to about 36 percent of the constitution 
as 102 out of 280 articles were amended or added. Thus, it 
redefined the structural contours of the state through a 
paradigm shift from a heavily centralized to a predomi- 
“nantly decentralized federation. 
The major changes brought about through this amendment 
were as follows: 
Firstly, amendment to Article 6 was made in order to 
preempt military coup in future. It stopped non-democratic 
forces to dominate the political landscape of the country. It 
is thought that the said article was part of the 1973 
constitution of Pakistan but still military generals found a 
way to derail the democratic process. In this way, harsh 
language was used in the amended article 6 to send a 
clear message that if anyone tried to abrogate the 
constitution, he will be charged with high 
treason that carries death penalty. A court 
ruling against General 
Musharraf is a clear 
manifestation that nobody 
will be allowed to go scot 
free. 
Secondly, it struck down the 
infamous article 58(2)(b) 
inserted by the General Zia. 
Through this article, the head 
of state wielded vast powers 
and he could sack the elected prime minister with 
a single stroke of the pen. The deletion of this article ret 
urned the power to the parliament. Maintaining the spirit of 
a parliamentary structure, president now became a titular 
head with ceremonial powers. Now, as Bagehot says, “He 
reigned but did not rule.” 
Thirdly, the 18th Amendment eliminated the “Concurrent 
List,” i.e. the enumeration of areas where both federal and 
provincial governments may legislate but federal law 
prevails. Laws governing marriage, firearm possession, 
labour, educational curricula, environmental pollution, 
bankruptcy and 40 other diverse areas were placed under 
the provinces’ purview as they would have exclusive 
jurisdiction to legislate on these issues 
The 18th constitutional amendment has impacted the 
mandate of several federal ministries, and, by implication, 
increased the roles and responsibilities of the related 
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institutions and administrative structures at the provincial 
level. According to the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), another important, yet under-reported, 
change now specifies that future National Finance 
Commission Awards, which set the distribution of national 
revenues between the central government and the 
provinces, cannot reduce the provinces’ share beyond that 
given in the previous agreement (Article 160). Provincial 
governments also now have greater authority to raise 
domestic and international loans and give guarantees on the 
securities of Provincial Consolidated Fund. 
However, the administrative and financial freedom 
extended to the provinces through the said amendment has 
been a thorn in the eyes of the federal government. It is 
blamed that the amendment has weakened the central 
government's authority over the purse of 
the country. This debate highlights 
the deep socio-political and 
economic fissures in our 
political system that has 
resulted into two major 
factions, i.e. those in favour of 
unitary and presidential form 
and those who support a federal 
parliamentary structure. The latter group 
asserts that unitary or presidential form of 
government can never be a solution to myriad 
political and financial problems of the country. 
The critics of the amendment say that the transfer of 
fiscal resources to the provinces has limited financial 
space for defence expenditure by the federal government 
and debt-servicing that eat up the biggest chunk of the 
budget. Various economists repudiate this view by 
saying that the federal government, even after paying for 
defence, is left with surplus funds. Bad economic conditions 
are not due to the 18th amendment, but due to imprudent 
economic policies and bad financial management. 
In the light of the above arguments, it can be concluded that 
there is a great need for bringing in the idea of cooperative 
federalism in Pakistan where diversity of cultures and 
harmony of interests should be made possible. The 18th 
Amendment and National Finance Commission (NFC) Award 
have paved the for equality and unity in this way as it was the 
need of hour as well to give provinces what was their due on 
an equitable basis. Still more work is needed to ensure that 
the true spirit of federalism prevails and its dividends are 
reaped. B) 


The writer holds an MPhil degree in Political Science. His 
areas of interest are history, politics and current affairs. 
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he months of April and May this year were of 
havoc and turmoil in Pakistan. While National 
and Punjab Assemblies witnessed political 
transition, courts kept asserting their position 
through judicial activism. Civil-military and 
even intra-military cleavages were widening 
further. Amidst all this chaos and _ political 
wrangling, news of a blast that ripped through a minibus of 
the Karachi University on April 26, killing three Chinese 
language teachers and their Pakistani driver, rocked the 
nation. What was most shocking in this horrendous episode 
was that the suicide bombing was carried out by a woman 


, Arif Ashraf Kamboh 
Liberation Army (BLA). 
It goes without saying that this brigade is now conscripting 
women into their folds to carry out terrorist attacks. These 
events call to attention the proposition of female suicide 
bombers - though little Information about their recruiting 
patterns 18 available. It is important to mention here that 
neither this modus operandi js something new nor ts the 
indulging of women in terrorism unprecedented in 
Pakistan. 
A fleeting look at the history reveals that our nation 
witnessed its first suicide bomb attack carried out by a 
woman on 25 December 2010 when a lady blew herself up 
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Shari Baloch, a mother of two and a teacher who had 
enrolled for a master's degree months before the attack. 
Later, on May 17, the Balochistan counter-terrorism 
department apprehended a would-be suicide bomber who 
was planning to target a Chinese motorcade in Balochistan, 
from Hoshab area of the province, the second event 
involving a woman suicide bomber in a span of just two 
. weeks. The law-enforcement agencies (LEAs) maintained 
that her target was a Chinese convoy on the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) route. It is interesting to note 
here that both these female bombers belong to Majeed 
Brigade, an elite extension of the separatist Balochistan 
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amidst scores of people in a food distribution camp of the 
World Food Program (WWE) in Bajaur Agency, Interestingly, 
she was fully clad with Burqa; hence making it tough for the 
security officials to recognize whether she was just another 
woman or a walking bomb. And women with veils, though 
well justified in their religious right, are peculiar about 
allowing any scanning whatsoever. Shari Baloch, in the 
Karachi University case, was also veiled. This veil helps 
women in disguising and capacitates them in hiding suicide 
bombs and vests. 

Besides, women bombers invite lesser suspicion than that 
by men. They can - and mostly do - get away under the nose 
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of LEAs, as policemen cannot 
physically check the women who 
attempt to cross the check posts. It is 
also a fact that security agencies of 
Pakistan have always embraced a 
male-centric approach to countering 
terrorism and have usually 
undermined the latent role women 
could play in perpetrating terrorism. 
What is actually worrisome here is 
the way this alarming trend is being 
coped with. The question that must 
keep our policymakers hot and 
bothered is: what went wrong - and 
how - that an educated and a happily 
married woman chose to be a suicide 
bomber? In addition, there is a 
pressing need to understand the 
nexus between women and terrorism 
in Pakistan. Discussions on this issue must circumvent the 
individual level of analysis because ascertaining the 
motivation behind the oblation of one's life for assassinat- 
ing others is nearly impossible to gauge, for human 
aspirations and motivations are as diverse as is the human 
psychology itself. Besides, the relation between education 
and anti-extremist contemplation is also murky. 

Don't we remember that it was just a few years ago that the 
Home Department of the United Kingdom (UK) identified 
40 English universities as potential breeding grounds for 
terrorism? An exhaustive “Whitehall Report” categorically 
divulged in the list of universities with radicalized 
students. The report further read that more than 30 percent 
of al-Qaeda recruits in the Kingdom were the students of 
elite universities located in urban settings, under the very 
nose of the English government. Brunel University in west 
London was an example to cite from the list of forty. The 
terrorists who indulged in the transatlantic liquid bomb - 
Abdullah Ahmed Ali and Assad Sarwar - were alumni of the 
City and the Brunel universities, respectively. 
Unfortunately, Pakistan is no exception. Students from top 
universities in Jamshoro, Karachi and Lahore have been 
identified in attempted or planned terror attacks, The 
brutal attack on the Ismaili community in Safoora Goth, for 
instance, was carried out by 
students of Sir Syed University 
of Engineering and Technology 
(SSUET) and Institute of Business 
Administration (IBA), Karachi, 
the latter being one of the most 
prestigious Institutions in 
Pakistan. Three out of the four 
suspects were engineering and 
business graduates. 
Interestingly, girls as means for 
carrying out suicide bomb 
attacks were witnessed here as 
well; the example of a young 
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medical student, who was 
brainwashed and summoned all the 
way from Jamshoro in Sindh to 
Lahore allegedly to detonate herself 
amidst a Christian community 
festival, is in the annals. Another 
medical student was reported by 
LEAs in 2017 to be lured by ISIS 
online and she ended up in Syria. It is, 
thus, the background causes that 
matter, not the current status of 
being educated either from a 
university in a big city or amadrassah 
inaremote rural area. 

In addition, the role of terrorist 
organizations in pursuing, recruiting 
and grooming fragile brains into 
hard-liner terrorists can also not be 
overruled. The instances of alleged 
fundraising for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and 
three women leaving for Syria in 2015 to join this outfit are 
not hard to recall. Furthermore, the Shaheen Wing of al- 
Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) was also reported 
to have trained more than 500 female suicide bombers. 
Evidently, the terrorist organizations do not aspire to limit 
the women to the role of mere fundraisers and facilitators. 
It is, thus, logical to deduce that madrassahs and bearded 
men are the talk of the past; the present-day terrorism 
wields distinct techniques and tools that need to be tackled 
with through an altogether new Strategy. Recruiting more 
women in LEAs, for example, could be the foremost way 
forward. in a country of 220 million people, there are only 
391,364 police personnel and the number of women among 
them is as low as 5,731, says official data compiled by 
National Police Bureau. This is hardly 1.46 percent of the 
total force. 

Then, there is an urgent need of understanding the 
rationale that paves the way for the brainwashing of women 
suicide bombers. Women, in Pakistani society, are 
bellwethers and influencers in their families, and their 
influence over their sons and husbands could be used 
positively in curbing the extremist approach among the 
male members of the family, Ultimately, putting the due 
burden on governments, and 
winning over the hearts of the 
masses by the empowerment of 
women can be the only long- 
term key takeaway for the day. @ 
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‘Une of the penalties for refusing to participate in the 
politics is that you end up being ruled 
by your inferiors.” — Plato 


Political dynasties are a prevalent form of 
transmission of political power in many democracies 
and that is why they exist in many countries around 
the world. Be it the Gandhi family in India or Bush and 
Kennedy families in the United States or more 
recently the Marcos family in the Philippines, the 
dynasties dominate most political systems, at one 
point or another. Pakistani political system is also 
mired in dynastic politics as Sharifs, Bhuttos and 
Chaudharys have long held the controlover powerin 
the country's governance structure. In the instant 
write-up, the author has thrown light on some 
‘interesting aspects of dynastic politics in Pakistan. 
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Social development comes to a grinding halt. 

Dynasties are a prevalent form of transmission of power. 
The trends of dynastic politics exist across the globe. Dare 
any country claim its absence? A big No! 

Prominent leaders from dynastic politics 

A bird's eye view of various regions of the world gives us a 
clue that North America, Europe, Latin America and South 
Asia have maximum examples of dynastic politics. Many 
politicians have been bestowed with the reins of power 
the from members of their family (notably fathers and 
husbands), so that a few families can dominate the top 
echelons of power. A brief list includes: Argentinian 
President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner (wife of former 
President Nestor Kirchner), former Thai Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra (sister of former Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra), former US President George W. Bush 
(son of former President George H.W, Bush), former Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto (daughter of a former 
premier Zulfikar Ali Bhutto), Prime Minister of Malaysia 
Najib Razak (son of former Prime Minister Abdul Razak), 
and former President (now Congresswoman) Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo (daughter of former President 
Diosdado Macapagal) in the Philippines and new President 
of the Philippines, Bongbong Marcos (the son of Ferdinand 
Marcos, 1 0th President of the Philippines). 

The deleterious Impacts of political dynasties 

Beyond an iota of doubt, political dynasties have multiple 


Dynastic politicians, the people 
members of whose families have also held 
powerful positions in the corridors of 
power, occupy a sizeable portion of public 
offices in many parts of the world. It is a 
common phenomenon in many political 
systems of the world that a small elite holds its grip on the 
country's politics. Realistically, the underdeveloped and 
developing countries are more victims of it. Figures show 
that one out of ten leaders in world politics belong to a 
political family. A political name, recognition and 
experience of family puts a candidate at cosigning of 
vantage. Dynastic politics and the politics of patronage go 
hand in glove. When politics of patronage prevails, merit 
does not count that much. In the said circumstances, rule 
of law becomes the biggest casualty. Once sequestered 
from morality, politics is reduced to a hunger for power 
and all mechanisms of stalling corrupt practices fall apart. 
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negative impacts on the development of a society. In our 
societies, political dynasties have become a norm, not an 
exception. Political dynasties have tactfully exploited the 
poverty of the common people and their lack of capacity 
of making an informed judgement brought about by 
insufficient education and inadequate understanding of 
the language that government and media use in 
presenting, reporting and discussing government affairs. 
These dynasties make the poor rely on them for dole-outs. 
If the members of these dynasties are the saviours of the 
people, what exactly have they accomplished to improve 
the general welfare, especially for the poor? As per my 
surmise, none! Politically, the ruling dynasties have not 
matured; the political system has remained mediocre or 
even primitive. Political parties have become weaker to 
such an extent that now they do not even make any 
difference at all. A newly-elected head of the state or 
government, who usually comes from a dynasty, does not 
have sufficient political following at the time of his 
election to push his legislative agenda and this ultimately 
troubles the nation. But, by the time he takes the oath of 
office, suddenly, traditional politicians of all stripes rally 
around him. This is really a bad pattern that is followed by 
another negative blueprint. When he leaves office, the 
alliance breaks up and the players surround the new 
power. And, this is how the power game is being played 
and seats are changed. It shows that almost all our elected 
officials are motivated by self-interest. Resultantly, such 
political practices cause the decay of the political system. 
How successful states work 

When we talk about the successful 
models of democracy and politics in 
the world, one can see very rare 
examples of dynastic politics. We 
can pick USA for that purpose as we 
all are well-aware of this state. In 
such states, even if one hails from a 
political family, one has to make 
one's own efforts and contribu- 
tions. Examples abound, As 
Benjamin Punongbayan, a leader in 
the Philippine accounting 
profession, has written in his 
article “The deleterious effects 
of political dynasties”: 

“Edward Kennedy and John 
McCain were long-serving 
senators representing their 
respective states, but | do not think 
their past record of recurring re- 
election was brought about by their 
Tespective family's 
Political power. It was 
brought about by their 
own effectiveness and 
Outstanding abilities as 
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political leaders. Kennedy was not succeeded by another 
Kennedy, and I do not think McCain will be succeeded by 
another McCain. As far as I know, during the last decade or 
so, no state governor in the 50 states was succeeded by a 
close relative. Both a father and his son became US 
presidents in just two instances (Adams, Bush) and these 
happened far between in time — by about 200 years. 
Theodore Roosevelt, a famous and respected former 
president, lost when he ran for president again after four 
years; former Vice President Richard Nixon also lost, when 
he later ran for governor in his native state. Even in 
Western Europe, where election is considered highly free, 
no top political leader was succeeded by a close relative 
during the last several decades. It is even safe to say that 
there is no existing political dynasty in Western Europe. 
There are strong and famous political leaders, of course: 
Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher, Adenauer, de 
Gaulle. But they had not created a political dynasty, 
because doing so was not possible in their respective 
geographies; not by law, but by the prevalence of a 
reasonably informed electorate and by their countries’ 
strong ethical culture.” 
Hence, it can be said that in a successful political system, 
even if someone with a political background is chosen, 
his/her personal contributions, not just his/her legacy, 
are abenchmark. 
Dynastic politics in South Asia 
If we enlist some ‘bads' of South Asia, dynastic politics 
does take a significant position on the list. Dynastic 
politics has become a necessary part of South Asian 
politics over the decades. It is almost 
inevitable in societies where family 
structure is strong, kinship bonds 
underpin the social ethos and feudalism 
persists. But in Pakistan and some 
other South Asian countries, 
dynastic politics is being 
challenged. This challenge is 
against politicians who are 
seen as having a significant 
advantage over their rivals 
from the start of their 
political career. They have 
higher chances of electoral 
success when pitted against 
leaders lacking similar 
political networks, The Nehru- 
Gandhi family has dominated 
Indian politics since independ- 
when Jawaharlal Nehru became the 
country's first prime 
minister, The dynasty has 
produced three prime 
ministers and a member 
of the family has 
overseen the country for 
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nearly 50 of the 75 years since 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru's 
charisma was a significant factor in the establishment and 
sustenance of the family as a political dynasty. 

Sri Lanka can be another example of dynastic politics. For 
almost two decades, Mahinda Rajapaksa has dominated 
Sri Lanka's politics; serving first as president for a decade 
(2005-2015) and then, after a brief interregnum, as prime 
minister in a government where his brother, Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, was the country's president. The Rajapaksa 
family controlled various apparatuses of the state. 
Following the unexpected defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa in 
the 2015 presidential election, they were accused of 
authoritarianism, corruption, nepotism and bad 
governance. Gotabaya contested the presidential election 
in 2019 and won. This time, the popularity of the family 
collapsed within 30 months of taking over power after an 
economic crisis that resulted in a default on national debt 
for the first time in the country's post-independence 
history. 

Bangladesh is also no exception to the whole process. A 
strong dynastic political system is prevailing there. 
Dynastic politics in Pakistan 

Pakistan too, has a deep-rooted system of political 
dynasticism. 

Pakistan is embedded in deep faultiness as far as dynastic 
politics is concerned. Sharifs, Bhuttos, Zardaris, 
Chaudharys and Shahs have been in control of power in 
Pakistan since long. An inefficient bureaucracy and deep- 
seated feudalism, coupled with dynastic politics, has left 
the state in utter chaos, Since its inception, Pakistan has 
seen multiple changes and reforms both politically and 
socially. Somehow, politics has largely remained unaltered 
in terms of representation. Electoral politics is 
unfortunately a family business in Pakistan, with few 
families ruling Pakistan's legislatures, turning them Into 
oligarchies, Besides feudal elites, many business families 
have taken charge of politics; one can see the power of 
capital as strong as the power of the land. Why a specific 
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name will always lead 
the party? Democracy 
is, unfortunately, not 
very democratic in 
our country. It is a 
very common practice 
that all major dynastic 
political parties know 
who their heirs are 
and who will lead the 
party next. This 
actually impedes the 
progressive growth of 
the institutions and 
equal representation 
of all those who don't 
share the ‘dynastic 
blood’. Many veteran 
politicians in these 
parties never become a party head just because they are 
not from 'the family’ and there is no concept of true intra- 
party elections. There are uncountable names in Pakistani 
politics who are ‘politicians’ just because of a surname; 
either they are related to some political, military or 
bureaucratic elite. So, it's basically the names they carry 
and not their individuality as political leaders. Had they 
not the name of a famous political leader attached with 
them, nobody would know who they are. I sincerely hope 
that a normal individual in Pakistan should realize how 
these dynasties have clutched the country to the roots and 
are slowly converting it into an oligarchy state, where just 
few enjoy power and perks and rest pay the price. Pakistan 
appears to be one of the worst examples of dynastic 
politics in the modern era. 

Conclusion 

In a nutshell, it can be said that the continuity of political 
legacies creates a bad impression in politics and 
ultimately impacts the progress of society. Political family 
scions misuse the privileges they get in the shape of 
dynasties at the expense of public welfare. Public becomes 
the ultimate victim in this whole process, which brings 
society to alower position. Doubtlessly, we need a change. 
We need to get rid of the dynasties in our political system 
or at least limit them to a minimum where they can no 
longer block the path to progress. Unfortunately, the 
political dynasties themselves constitute the decision- 
makers who can make any change happen. A change is 
direly needed which can take away the political power 
from the monarchies of old. Such political legacies must 
be trimmed and modified so that development can 
become a hallmark of society. & 


> ia .f 
ith) _ 3B fe ee 


The author is an inspector in Excise, Taxation And 
Narcotics Police, Punjab, He holds a distinction in LLB 
and politics and can be reached at 
Qasimalibhatti00@gmail.com 


CamScanner 


CSS EXCLUSIVE 


Every year 
thousands of 
aspirants take Pakistan's 
most prestigious CSS examination 
with a dream of a bright future in their eyes. 
But; only a handful of individuals remain successful 
in achieving it. The dreams of most aspirants shatter just 
because the nature and trends of the exam have undergone a sea 
change during the recent years and its level is getting anotch higher 
every year. The level of CSS exam conducted in May this year was, 
however, much higher as most aspirants found it difficult and 
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assing CSS exam is everyone's dream, but 
turning it into reality needs not only hard work 
but also knowledge and skills to attempt the 
papers effectively. Most people excel at the 
former but falter at the latter. However, it must 
be noted here that the first key to success in 
CSS exam is to understand its nature, make a 
robust plan and execute that with full sincerity. Some 
people learn the wisdom the hard way, ie. through 
experience and practice, while some are fortunate enough 
to learn that from others’ experience, without following 
the long and hard route. Here are the 22 lessons I learned 
from CSS 2022 exam and IJ would like to share those with 
all JWT readers. 
1. Analytical thinking 
The first and foremost lesson to Jearn is that keeping in 
view the CSS Syllabus for 2016 and onwards, every 
aspirant needs to improve his/her skills of analytical 
thinking for attempting a paper. Most of the questions 
asked in a paper require your own opinion and not that of 
a book or an article. While covering a topic, one must not 
Only memorize what the author has written but should 
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perplexing. In the instant write-up the writer has made a 
comprehensive analysis of this year's CSS / 
exam and has drawn some interesting, 

yet very important, lessons that 
all prospective aspirants 
mustlearn. 
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also critically analyze that and develop one's own opinion 
on the topic. For example, before 2016, the question on a 
government system would require to prove which system 
could be more suitable to Pakistan: parliamentary or 
presidential. But now, the question requires you to 
develop your own system that you think will best suit 
Pakistan. 

2. Objective is as important as subjective 

Most aspirants focus on subjective part, and ignore the 
objective one. | interviewed a few of my friends who have 
qualified CSS and have been allocated in top 4 groups, and 
they all agreed that focusing and preparing for objective 
part makes all the difference. Every CSS aspirant must give 
time to practicing the objective part as much as the 
subjective portion. 

3. Mental health 

CSS is, indeed, a game of nerves. For achieving success in 
that, it is imperative to have a strong mind. If you feel 
stressed or anxious during the preparation phase, don't 
panic; it's normal to feel so. To overcome this problem, 
take mini breaks, sleep for 6 hours a day, move your body 
and pray or meditate for 10 minutes a day so as to calm 
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your nerves. 
4. Smart study 

Many people have problem in sitting for longer periods of 
time for study. Many are either unable to memorize the 
stuff or they get confused by hundreds of 
topics they have to cover. Well, smart study 
is the best solution. Make a list of topics for 
each subject keeping in view the syllabus 
and past papers and once you cover one, 
tick that off! Use flash charts, visuals, 
sticky notes for memorizing something. 
Take mini breaks. Use YouTube and the 
Internet or play word games on Google for 
building your vocabulary and solve MCQs 
online when you are bored. Find ways that 
can suit you best to make the study period 
interesting. 

5. Writing practice 

Practice, practice and practice. This is the 
key to success. I can't stress more on how it 
can make a huge difference. No matter how 
much you read or study notes, if you are not 
doing writing practice and taking mock 
exams, it will not get you where you want to 
be. 

6.5 minutes rule 

I invented this ‘5 minutes rule’ for myself in 

2022 exam practice. Most of the times, it happens that we 
study a topic from a single book or even multiple books, 
but, at the end of the day, we hardly remember anything. 
For this, the best remedy is to study a topic and then, for 5 
minutes, close the books and imagine it in your mind to 
know that what you remember and, if you have to attempt 
a question on this topic, what will be the sequence or what 
points will you write. You may also write that in short 
points or draw images on a page. 

7. Choose optional subjects wisely 

While choosing optional subjects, we usually see if the 
subject is scoring and easy to cover and we have a prior 
knowledge of. However, what I have learned is that there is 
another important aspect: don't choose an optional 
subject that most aspirants choose. |] have noticed that a 
vast majority of the aspirants who cleared CSS exam had 
unique or different optional subjects than the majority of 
their fellows. Also, a subject that is selected by majority, 
e.g. History of USA is often targeted by the examiners. 
Choosing a different line will protect you from that as 
well. 

8.Usingjargons 

This is the number-one thing that majority of CSS mentors 
will tell you. If you attempt an entire paper and still your 
marks are low or you failed the paper, it is because you 
didn't use jargon of that specific subject. Such as in 
Islamic Studies, we must use ayahs and especially write 
some in Arabic. In International Relations, we must use 
words like hegemony or apply theories like realism and 
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liberalism while answering a question. 

9. Use of flowcharts, graphs and maps 

Flowcharts are the most effective way to make your 
examiner read what you have written. It also shows that 


you have a thorough understanding of the topic. Also, a 
tip is: when you want to write many things and there is 
shortage of time, you can convey your ideas, through 
flowcharts, maps and graphs, in a short time, without 
leaving anything. 

10. Guiding the examiner 

There are hundreds of papers that an examiner has to 
assess ina limited time. To make your paper stand out and 
to score high, it is imperative that you guide the examiner 
in doing his job. This can be done by writing important 
words like a date, an author's name, and a theory with a 
blue or black marker to make it prominent. Also long 
headings, instead of a one- or two-word, short heading, 
will guide the examiner to get the idea by just reading the 
headings; rather than reading the whole paragraph that 
most examiners don'teven check. 

11. Time management 

You would have heard a lot that you must manage the ime 
at your disposal while attempting a paper, and give 
approximately 35 minutes to each question, This is nota 
cliché, You have to keep this is in mind that every question 
is important and deserves same amount of time. No 
matter how much you know or attempt paper well, if you 
do not manage your time effectively, you will never be able 
to score high or even pass the paper. 

12, Analyzing Essay correctly 

The first step to write an essay is to analyze the topic. We 
usually have all the skills to write a good essay, but, in 
I'ssay paper, topics are often confusing. Without knowing 
What exactly the examiner wants, we attempt the paper 
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and eventually flunk that. Therefore, before attempting, 
analyze the topic from all angles correctly. 

13. Selection of topics 

In CSS, it is almost impossible to cover all topics and 
syllabus, especially for second or third revision before 
exam. Umar Riaz, who is a topper of CSS, taught me a 
method: divide syllabus into three portions, A, B and C. 
Topic in portion A are the most important ones as those 
appeared more than once during the last 10 years. Portion 
B consists of topics that have appeared at least once and 
then in portion C are topics that are part of syllabus but 
never appeared in exam. Then, divide your time accord- 
ingly, e.g. 50% of time for group A, 30% for group B and 
20% for group C topics. 

14. Stress-control during exam 

Most of the time, it happens that no matter how well 
prepared you are, you find yourself, especially in Essay 
paper, having topics that are difficult for you to write on. 
You stress out and it worsens the situation. At 

that time, controlling your nerves is vital. 

There will be many instances like this 
and learning about and working on 
how to control your nerves will get 
you through. 

15. Having a mentor for 


guidance 

Amentor plays a significant role 

in accomplishing your goal. It 
may be a friend, a sibling, a 
teacher or someone else. Your 
mentor is the person who is 
brutally honest with you and 
checks on your progress and 
identifies your mistakes. Through 
mentorship, it becomes easy and you 
remain on the right track. 

16. Group study for motivation 
For those who often get distracted or are doing a 

job, group study and discussion is the key to success. A 
group keeps you motivated and can help you in topics you 
don't understand or don't have time to cover. If someone 
doesn't want to join an academy or have a mentor, a group 
can definitely help. 

17. Cover syllabus not books 

Covering lots of books for a single topic is neither a wise 
option nor necessary. Most people spend their time in 
reading many books and notes for a single topic - or read 
whole topics that are not even in syllabus. A wise thing to 
do, especially if you have 6-8 months to study, is to cover 
topics given in the syllabus. It can be from YouTube, a 
book, the Internet, newspaper or journal articles; in fine, 
anything. It is not important how much knowledge you 
have on a single topic, what matters is how much you can 
write ona single topic. 

18. Believe in yourself 

We all are afraid of CSS. We feel like those who clear CSS 
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exam are something like super humans. And, we are not 
wrong to assume that because 99% of people fail CSS. 
However, it is not that they are super humans; they just 
believe in themselves. They know that through right 
techniques, mental strength and prayers, everyone can do 
it. So, just believe in yourself! 
19. Never go by trending topics/shortcuts 
Aspirants usually go by covering only trending topics or 
what a CSP or an academy mentioned will appear in 
question paper, i.e. they look for a shortcut. Well, there are 
no shortcuts, and please never believe in that, because CSS 
has become unpredictable, especially after 2016, and 
there are new surprises every year. So, be well-prepared 
and honest in your effort. 
20. Mathin GSA 
Math portion in GSA has 40 solid marks. We usually spend 
time on the theoretical section and ignore the math 
portion. GSA is a subject that offers a perfect opportu- 
nity to score 70+ marks. Focus on math 
portion and practice it as much as 
possible to score high. 
21. Pakistan Affairs vs 
Current Affairs paper 
Aspirants who take CSS exam, 
especially those making their 
first attempt, don't know that 
if a question on same topic 
appears in two different 
papers, especially Pakistan 
Affairs and Current Affairs, 
you have to attempt that 
differently. This is a very 
common mistake most people 
make. In Pakistan Affairs, you 
mention history while attempting a 
question; for example, one on Pak-US 
relations, but, in Current Affairs, you will 
have to directly address the question in current 
scenario without going into history. 
22. Enjoy the process 
CSS is such a unique and beautiful journey on its own. 
While you focus and aim for passing the exam, enjoy the 
process. There is so much that you learn every day. This 
exam tests your nerves and emotions; it develops your 
stamina and disciplines you. After taking CSS, every test, 
every exam becomes so easy. Either you pass or fail, you 
will always remember the journey and knowledge you 
have gained in the process, and it will guide you in every 
step of your life. 
These were the 22 lessons I learnt myself in CSS 2022 
exam. May be some of you already know these and for 
some it may be completely new. But, CSS is all about 
learning from mistakes, improving and never giving up on 
your dream, @) 


The writer is a CSS aspirant. 
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Population surge is the mother of all evils ina 
society, yet, regrettably, it is not conceded as 
such. The United Nations commemorates the 
World Population Day on July 11 every year. 
The global body sets forth different themes 
each year, pushing the governments of its 
member states to devise a course of action to curb the 
menace of upward population-growth trends. Lawmakers, 
around the globe, in their respective assemblages, 
formulate new policies, launch different campaigns and 
make promises afresh only to find a renewed surge in 
population figures. As of now, the world population is 
around 7.6 billion and, each year, there is a rise in numbers 
by over 83 million. If conscious efforts are not undertaken to 
halt this upward trend, the year 2050 is going to be an annus 
horribilis, with a global population of nearly 10 billion to 
cater for. Pakistan, arguably a ticking population bomb, is 
no exception. The country has a population of 220 million 
and it is expected to go beyond 240 million by 2030. By 
2100, says a World Economic Forum report, the population 
of Pakistan may reach 350 million, a distressing 60 percent 
rise. Ironically, the hike in population figures between 1998 
and 2017 censuses was 60 percent too. It is evident, thus, in 
all these decades that there is little to appreciate. Despite 
this alarming state of affairs, not only do the lawmakers fail 
in preventing the rise in population, but also at realizing the 
impacts this unbridled growth shall inflict upon the nation. 
This July 11, think tanks and policymakers, as well as the 
civil society, need to think beyond traditional recommenda- 
tions to curb this menace of a bulging population. 

Unplanned growth in population begets scores of serious 
threats to society. Soaring poverty, lower per-capita income, 
worsening food insecurity, acute water scarcity, stagnant 
literacy rates, low human development index, increasing 
pollution, swelling discrimination, heightening lawlessness, 
exacerbating intolerance and below-par performance in 
several indices of Sustainable Development . 
Goals (SDGs) are but a few of the mt at 
evils that exponentially rise 
with the rise in 
population. Even 
then, successive 
governments 
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Arif Ashraf Kamboh 
resolve the remaining issues while keeping the population 
surge out of the loop. Instead of restricting the ever- 
increasing population below the poverty line, governments 
have attempted to reduce poverty by providing financia) 
assistance through conditional and unconditional cash 
transfers, under different captivating titles ranging from 
Benazir Income Support to Ehsaas Kafaalat. Such schemes, 
plausibly, provide bare minimum = sustenance, but 
policymakers cannot ignore the swelling size of families 
depending on the cash transfers remaining nearly stagnant. 
Hence such actions, to a larger extent, are futile in the 
fullness of time unless they restrict the population to the 
sustainable, manageable and affordable numbers. 
Unplanned population growth has serious repercussions on 
almost all domains of life. Taking the Happiness Index, for 
instance, if one studies closely the list of happiest countries 
in the world, it can be deduced that the lower the population 
figures of a country, the higher it scores on the Happiness 
Index. Not a single country from the ten most populous 
countries fares well on the happiness index. While the 
countries with the least population density, like Finland and 
Denmark, make way to the list of the happiest nations. In 
addition to this, not a single country from the ten happiest 
countries, as reported in the annual publication of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network, is 
included in the fifty most populous countries in the world. 
Lawlessness is another impact of the population surge. The 
countries with small populations witness more respect for 
the law. For instance, according to the World Justice 
Project's Rule of Law Index 2021, the top three law-abiding 
countries - Denmark, Norway, and Finland - are not even in 
the world's 100 most populous countries, standing 
population-wise at 114th, 117th, and 116th positions 
respectively. In addition to this, there is an annual Global 
Prosperity Index (The Legatum Prosperity Index) released by 
the Legatum Institute, a London-based think tank. This 
index lists the healthiest, the safest, the 
richest and the happiest countries in 
the world. Interestingly, the top 
five countries on this index 
- Norway, Switzerland, 
Denmark, New 
Zealand and 
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far below when it comes to population index. 

The relation of the population with problems is proven 
further with the example of pollution. The most populous 
countries, i.e. China, India, and the United States, topped the 
list of most polluted countries in the year 2020, Similarly, 
the most populated cities around the world top the list of 
most polluted cities around the world, citing Lahore, Dhaka, 
and Delhi as examples. The rise in population is changing 
the landscape of our country and its agricultural terrain is 
gradually being turned into blocks of cement to cater to an 
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ever-growing housing demand. 

The issue of population surge is, however, here to stay. 
Hence, there has to be a holistic approach to thinking 
beyond traditional solutions. One strategy that the 
policymakers need to inculcate is bringing fertility rates 
“below the replacement” threshold. If the fertility rates are 
kept below 2.1 births per woman, the number of newborns 
cannot replace that of the parent population. Europe is a 
glaring example in this regard. China is another 
quintessential example of successful population-control 
Strategies. China is the most populous country in the world, 
but it is highly likely that, by 2025, India will overtake it as 
the most populous nation on the face of the Earth. In 
addition, the list of countries that are expected to contribute 
most to the global population in the coming couple of 
decades - issued by the World Economic Forum - excludes 
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China. India tops the list while Pakistan will be the 4th 
largest contributor to the global population surge in 
decades to come. 

Another strategy is the justified role of religion. Islam has 
clearly defined the scope of parenting and has highlighted 
the upbringing of children with their rights duly fulfilled. 
These rights include, but are not limited to, proper diet, 
education (worldly as well as religious), earning of 
livelihood and marriage. Logically, if the parents are 
convinced that they can fulfil all these rights justly, only 
then they are supposed to have more children. 

On the other hand, the nation must also stop tabooing this 
topic. There is a dire need for awareness. One report by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) says that while the 
prevalence rate of contraceptives in South Asian countries is 
53 percent, it is only 35 percent in Pakistan, the lowest 
among all the neighboring states. 
To add further to this sorry state 
of affairs, 71 percent of the total 
population using contraceptives 
rely on traditional methods, and 
are not using modern 
contraception tools. 

Besides, the rise in population 
needs to be curbed where it 
happens, i.e. at the local level. If 
the local governments are 
reinstated, which is mandatory 
after the 18th amendment to the 
constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, a separate 
department of population 
control should also be created 
and it shall work in synchroniza- 
tion with the local administration 
and National Database & 
Registration Authority (NADRA). 

The exponential growth in 
population and its impacts is an 
endless vicious circle; so is the 
debate on this topic. Our nation 
can never perform better on any 
of the indicators enumerated 
above unless we work in cohesion and unity against this 
disastrous concern. Political parties need to rethink the way 
they need masses in politicking. The role of religion needs to 
be redefined. And the masses must also understand that 
bearing a new child is not just bringing forth a new life, it's a 
responsibility which, if not taken care of, will become a 
burden that our nation could least afford to carry. While 
some countries are already planning to inhabit other 
planets in decades to come, let's not leave our Earth with a 
population more than it manages to endure. @) 


» World population in 


The writer is a qualifier of several competitive exams 
including PCS 2013, PCS 2019 and CSS 2020, and scores 
of general recruitment. He is, presently, under training at 
Directorate General of Training and Research, Lahore. 
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1. Failing toimplement your plan 

Benjamin Franklin said it right: “Failing to plan is planning 
to fail”. However, it is not planning only that is important, 
rather it is to implement that plan that has much more 
significance. Planning is the first step to strategize and it 
works as ladder to reach to your final goal. Implementing 
your plan effectively and efficiently is the only way to pass 
CSS exam. However, most aspirants fail at this stage. It 
may be lack of focus or even procrastination. For those of 
you for whom it is difficult to implement their plan, I have 


two suggestions. 


First, go with your own pace and divide your 
plan into small chunks. One step at a time, 
and don't rush yourself. Figure out what 
time of the day you can study well. 
Then, utilize that time and take rest 
when you feel your energy level is 
low, Figure out what days of the 
month you will be more productive, 
Don't compare your work timings or 
work schedule with someone else, 
Draw up a plan according to your 
capacity and your needs, and then 

implement that. In the start, it would be 
difficult to build your capacity; so achieve 


assume 
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Many people 
to have are 
extraordinary, superhuman 
capabilities to succeed, You needtobe 
ordinary, not extraordinary, to pass CSS 
exam, C8S is just like another goal, It's like 
a muscle; in order to grow your muscles, 
you have to learn various strategies and 
practice those, In this piece, | have 
mentioned some reasons why 
majority of people fail CSS exam 
and the solutions or steps 
you should take to 


Rokhana Riaz 


small goals like one subject or one chapter a day. But as, 
with time, stamina develops, do set a goal of 2-3 subjects a 
day. 

Secondly, | would recommend that you should treat 
yourself with something when you achieve your small 
goals. For example, if | did this chapter today, I will get 
myself a small gift or if I achieved my goals at the end of 
this month, I will watch a movie or spend some time with 
friends. 

2. Failing to practice 

There is always one key component that is a game-changer 


for whatever you want to achieve. For CSS, 
that game changer is practicing what you 
reading or memorizing. Yet an 
unbelievable number of aspirants fail 
at this stage. Almost everyone is 
focused on reading like 10 articles 
for atopic but no one would practice 
writing on that topic. Practice can 
improve all the reasons that lead to 
failing the CSS exam. I know it is the 
hardest thing to do but without writing 
practice, it is impossible to pass CSS. If 
you have a six-month study plan, read or 
memorize topics for first four months and 
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then, during the last two months, just practice past papers 
or write the important points of topics in bullets, 
whatever is easy for you. Also, during the last 10 days 
before exam, just practice Essay every day, And when you 
will actually take the Essay paper, it will be so easy for you. 
3. Failing to manage time during exam 

One of the key issues I have heard of, and experienced 
myself as well, is managing time during the exam. Every 
mentor and teacher will tell us to divide your time equally 
like 35 minutes for writing answer to a question. We say to 
ourselves, “Okay, 35 minutes for each question.” But, 
when we actually attempt paper, we give first 2 hours to 
first two questions and 40-45 minutes to the last two. And 
then when we fail that paper, we are surprised because we 
think that when we attempted all the questions, then why 
did we fail? The answer is that 
every question is equally 
important [as they have equal 
marks] and even if we write an 
answer on eight pages in one hour, 
it will still have 20 marks only. And 
if we write other answers on only 2 
pages each or haphazardly, it will 
also carry 20 marks. By giving one 
question more time and other ones 
less, we are actually doing more 
harm than good to prospects of 
our success. Sometimes, less is 
more. So, we have to give attention 
to content quality and equal time 
distribution. Now, may be many of 
you will ask how can one do that? 
Answer is simple. First practice at 
your home and time yourself. Do 
this once in a week at least and 
check your speed. Next time, 
improve on that. Secondly, once 
you improve yourself, take mock exams. Doing so will be 
more effective. 

4. Failing to control nerves 

Itis highly important to implement your plan and manage 
your time during the exam. Some aspirants do all the right 
things before the paper but when they go to the exam hall 
and see the question paper, especially that of Tssay, they 
lose their control. They become anxious and stressed due 
to which they lose time, forget about the Content or 
haphazardly attempt the paper which results in failure, 
CSS is a game of nerves and those who succeed have full 
control over their nerves. The question now arises: how 
one can control one's nerves if one becomes nervous or 
anxious by seeing the question paper. Well, one vital thing 
to do is to always come before time, like 15 minutes or so, 
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to the exam hall and sit there calmly. Feeling the chair, 
looking at everyone and mentally relaxing helps a lot. It is _ 
like acclimatizing your body and mind. Other thing to do, 
for Essay or any question for that matter, is that it always 
starts with a rough page at the end. Brainstorm and write 
an outline for every question; it will relax your mind and if 
time is short at the end, you can look at the points and 
write the answer without forgetting important points. 
5. Failing to analytically answer the questions 
Of all the above reasons, the number one reason, to me, is 
that most people fail to analytically analyze the questions 
and then answering accordingly. The first mistake we 
make is that most of the times, we don't understand the 
full meaning of the question statement which can be very 
tricky at times, and the examiner knows this. Without 
properly understanding the 
question, we start writing the 
answer. Another mistake that 
most aspirants make is that 
despite understanding the 
question fully and knowing the 
answer to that, we write a bookish 
answer like what we have 
memorized from the book or an 
article, without analytically 
analyzing it and writing our own 
knowledge and views about it. 
Examiners are well versed in their 
respective domains and they have 
profound knowledge of every 
topic. But what they want from CSS 
aspirants is their own thoughts 
and analyses on the given topics. 
Yes, in order to prove your 
arguments, you can back those 
with a saying or some facts or a 
theory from a book, but. the 
arguments must depict your Own analysis. This skill can 
be learned when we study a topic. We just have to take out 
15-20 minutes and ask ourselves What we think about this 
situation. What E think is the best solution to the problem 
or according to my knowledge, how can these tssues be 
resolved, By asking these questions and analyzing each 
topic while studying willnevertetyou tail 
We all feel overwhelmed by taking CSS exam, Even taking 
this decision is a big deal. But, t's not that CSS is harder 
than other poals to achieve but is to arm ourselves with 
the right tools and strategies that will help us achieve it. By 
following above points religiously, this dream can be 
easily achieved, & 

The writer is an inspirational writer and 

digital content creator. 
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Credentials to lead the nation 

Sir Syed had a rich background; he hailed from upper- 
class Muslims (ashrafia). He knew the worth of Muslim 
civilization and was aware of the consequences of its 
downfall. Religiously, he had the imprints of the house of 
Shah Waliullah and knew the Islamic literature to its core; 
rather, he himself penned a sort of classics on religion in 
early life. Politically, he was progeny of those who 
attended Mughal court. His maternal father possessed the 
position of prime minister in the court of Bahadur Shah 
Zafar; though nominal, he could assess the tone of rulers. 
Practically, he was an employee of East India Company 
and had developed intimate relations with the British 
during the course of time. All these traits enabled him to 
see the writings on the wall and, thus, he decided to lead 
his community through this river of fire. 

The British constitutional development in India 

The Britishers were representative of modernism and they 
implemented it in India. Especially, the modern political 
system, which is characterized by liberal democracy, was 
to be set up here. The British opened the democratic 
system gradually; first by mere inclusion of Indians into 
the Legislative Council according to Indian Councils Act of 
1861. In 1883, elections were introduced for local 
governments. Finally, in 1892, the elections were 
designed for legislative councils. In 1909, Indians were 
included in Executive Council of the Viceroy to run the 
administration. The development culminated in the 
Government of India Act, 1935, which is serving most of 
the legal arenas of 
India and Pakistan 
even today. 

The nature of politics 
and democracy in 
India 

Though the British 
introduced and 
implemented 
democracy in India, it 
was limited as only a | _ 
handful of people had | © 
the right to vote, witha 
minimum condition of 
economy and 
education. It was not 
until 1937 elections 
that the number of 
people eligible to vote 
crossed one million 
mark. Likewise, 
political parties were 
not, in a true sense, 
masses-based as the 
masses had nothing to 
do with their elections. 
Therefore, until the 
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Sir Syed Anmad Khan was among those few Muslim figures in 
British India who could understand the trajectory of English rule 
in the long run. He, very timely, developed parameters and 
devised course of action so as to rejuvenate the Muslim 
community in the Subcontinent. His program was all-pervasive; 
it included educational, social and political reforms. A sort of 
reformation of his vision altogether changed the outlook of | 
Indian Muslims but, interestingly, it was not in an me 
manner - as exercised by his counterparts in Europe — 
(Reformation) — rather, it was religion-inclusive; though a | 
paradox, it provided the requisite stance for the Muslims to | 
tackle the manoeuvrings of the British and the Congress. 
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final phase of the British Raj, there was drawing-room 
politics for all the parties as the masses were used in 
agitation, and not in electing leaders. 

The claim of Indian National Congress: real issue of 
British Indian politics 

In this setup of utter neglect of the masses, Indian 
National Congress, mainly orchestrated by the British 
along with a handful of Hindu and Anglo-Indian 
bourgeoisie, boasted of being the representative of the 
whole of India. But, it was not the sole representatives of 
even Hindus. This was the crux of the issue, the Muslims 
had to tackle. It seems better to style it as Congress- 
Muslims controversy rather than Hindu-Muslim issue. Sir 
Syed was to confront this political fraud of the Congress, 
and all his efforts were pivoted to expose this politics of 
fascism in the guise of democracy. 

Sir Syed talked about ‘Two Nations’: 1880s 

It is erroneously held that Sir Syed pointed out the 
separate identity of the Hindus and the Muslims on the 
outbreak of Urdu-Hindi Controversy in Banaras (1867). It 
was actually after elections for local governments in 1883 
that Sir Syed talked about the interests and identity of the 
Muslims, and it was in the wake of elections in India. 
According to Sir Syed, when it comes to polls, a Hindu 
would get four votes and a Muslim would get one vote. 
Therefore, he asserted, it should not be through election 


that Muslims should be weighed. 
Two-Nation-Theory: a political creed based on religious 


identity 
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Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 


vis-a-vis Congress 
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From this development, Sir Syed presented the concept of 
Two Nations, that is, the Hindus and the Muslims are 
equal with respect to being nation, and not by numerical 
strength. This point was later included in Simla 
Deputation (1906) as a demand. In this way, Sir Syed 
coined the Two-Nation Theory which afterwards was 
defined as: “Subcontinent is home to many nations out of 
which Hindus and the Muslims are two prominent ones. 
No political setup is admissible which would reduce the 
Muslims to a minority.” It implied that a joint election was 
not suitable for the political setup of India. 

From Two-Nation to Multi-Nation Theory 

The question was why the Muslims spurned democracy in 
India. In fact, there was no majority as such; there was 
Congress hegemony in reality. Hindus did not constitute a 
nation; they were rather an amalgamation of different, 
and sometimes belligerent, groups (followers of Ram and 
Ravan). Especially Hindus from South India did not 
recognize the Congress. Similarly, at a later stage, Dr 
Ambedkar of untouchables declared his community as a 


Sir Syed and the birth of Muslim: 
nationalism in South Asia 


Pakistan nationalism is the direct outcome of Muslim 
nationalism, which emerged in india in the 19th century: 
liectual pioneer was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 


separate nation. 

What was going on? Actually the Congress wished to enjoy 
2 Raj with supposed majority which was nowhere and Sir 
Syed was exposing this move. Thus, he was a messiah not 
only for Muslims but also for other marginal groups in 
India - converting Two-Nation Theory into Multi-Nation 
Theory so that other ethnic groups could also be saved 
from Congress's hegemony. 

Patriotic Association: Syed's political move to counter 
the Congress 

It is again a fallacy that Sir Syed dissuaded Muslims to join 
politics. Sir Syed just forbade them to avoid agitational 
politics lest the British should consider it another mutiny, 
In order to detest the claim of the Congress that it was the 
representative of whole India, he established Patriotic 
Association in 1886 and invited all nations to join it. A 
number of Hindus accepted this invitation and joined the 
Association. Sir Syed held its annual sessions with 
overwhelming success and proved that the Congress's 
Claim was false. This was the greatest political 
achievement of Sir Syed. However, the Congress was 
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backed by the British government and its sessions were 
attended by liberal Englishmen, therefore, not much 
credence was given to Sir Syed's association in later history 
and we are mainly unaware of this great political move. 
Defence Association: Hindu-Muslim riots started (1893) 
It should be noted that the elections were introduced in 
1892 and first Hindu-Muslim riots were recorded in 1893. 
Actually, as per Sir Syed's warning, without necessary 
characteristics, democracy proved fatal for the country on 
the issue of interest war which had begun among 
communities after the elections. Tilak, a Hindu revivalist 
ideologue from Bombay, started agitation against the 
Muslims and attacks on their religion. Sir Syed established 
Defence Association of Upper India to counter this move 
of Tilak in order to show that Muslims would not tolerate 
the insult of their religion. 

Separate Electorate: political manifestation of Two 
Nation Theory 

Sir Syed could not stop elections in India as the British 
were to pamper the Congress by giving them chance to 
rule. However, Sir Syed decided to not sit idly; he 
propounded the idea of Separate~Electorate, a political 
idea solely exercised in India on a vast scale. He was 
politically wise enough to provide his community a way 
out from a crumbling situation where they were going to 
be a minority despite being in millions. According to the 
separate electorate principle, a Muslim would vote for a 
Muslim candidate and a Hindu would vote for Hindu 
candidate. Moreover, seats for Muslims would be reserved 
in the assembly. In subsequent demands, only the 
Muslims would have the right to legislate a bill on their 
personal law. In this way, other communities could also 
ask for separate electorate and Dr Ambedkar, after the 
declaration of Communal Award in 1932, demanded this 
right for untouchables. Gandhi began maran barat 
(fasting to death) in protest to this move and Congress 
leaders pressed Ambedkar to revoke his decision which 
was concluded by Poona Pact of 1933 in which Ambedkar 
demanded a number of benefits from the Congress which 
were granted. In this way, Sir Syed was not only a 
benefactor for Muslims but also for other communities of 
India for safeguarding those from the Congress rule. 
Legacy 

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan set the path for those who came 
after him. The Muslims continued their struggle to achieve 
the goals and got their demand for separate electorate 
met in 1909, They developed their own institutions to 
foster education in the community, They launched their 
own political parties to tender their demands from the 
British. They accepted modernism with a blend of their 
traditions, thereby, upheld their identity vis-a-vis a liberal 
setup. Ultimately, they constructed the blueprint 
prepared in Aligarh in the form of Pakistan and made 
Pakistan a big Aligarh as Aligarh was a small Pakistan. @ 


The writer is serving as an Associate Professor of History. 
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On this pretext, it 
is no more 
surprising to see 
that people are 
generally aware 
of its commitment to women’s 
rights. But hardly anybody ever 

has any idea about the particular 
issues it cares about and the 
methods it employs to tackle them. 
Against this backdrop, it does not 
easily come shocking when one hears 
statements like ‘its maddening to talk 
about women's rights or it is a ‘threat to 
how we are naturally shaped up.’ Much 
worse, ‘it is Westernization of local norms.’ 
A lot more awful, ‘feminism is not for men.’ 
Above all, 'feminism is about women who 
could not find husbands.’ Such were the two 
cents of a journalist who advised Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie [a Nigerian writer whose works 
include novels, short stories and non-fiction] to 
reconsider her choice to start her writing career as 
a feminist. 
Together, these misconceptions make it one of the 
most misunderstood notions in the 21st century. As 
Ismail Gul Khilji once said, “The problem with many 
among us is that they misunderstand the meaning of 
feminism.” For Smriti Irani, equating women empower- 
ment with“... nomenclature subjugated to a gender, does 
a great disservice to the cause of women.” The resolve as 
far as | know is to start by giving its real definition and 
history and explaining its importance. Needless to say, this 
will not dispel all resentment but would, in many ways, push 
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out misgivings and roll the discussion back on the right 
track. 

Apparently, from the very outset, it is clear that feminism 
is loaded with stereotypes, something addressed by Swati 
Shukla. 

In her book 'We Should All be Feminists’, Adichie shares 
the sorts of women stereotypes found in Nigerian culture. 
First of all, women were discredited for the good deeds 
they did. For example, the waiters in her country were 
used to saying thanks to a man for the tip given by a 
woman. Second, they were moralized; they were not 
expected to hang out alone and if they went to a hotel on 
their own, they were always presumed to be sex workers. 
Third, they were prejudiced. Men were always given 
preferential treatment over women. At schools, boys were 
always appointed as class heads even if they were 
academically subordinate to girls. Although these are 
small examples, when put together they show how women 
are disadvantaged because of their gender. 

The situation has been no different in the Western world 
as well. For example, in the United Kingdom, for much of 
its history, women were denied property rights. It was a 
common belief that after her marriage, a woman's 
property was to be regulated by her husband. She was 
never given its legal or beneficial ownership because 
women were not considered fit for property administra- 
tion. Not to forget that the very right of who and how to 
marry was outside her discretion. She was expected to 
marry off a wealthy guy even if he did not care a bit about 


her views and mocked her for her lower social status.And 


she was expected to attend the local ball party to be 
chosen for marriage. Such reflections were the pivotal 
theme of Jane Austen's novel Pride and Prejudice. 
Speaking of Pakistan, it had been a colony of 
the British and is currently under the 
influence of Americanization. These io, 
days, it is a common perception 
here that much of our ways of 
thinking and governance are 
inspired by the West. There 

is a genera] fear that 
feminism is premeditated 
to instigate women to 
disrespect the values of 
their homeland. Hence 
kicking off with the 
British and American 
thoughts on the subject 
will assist to assess the 
truth about such claims and 
apprehensions. It will make 
us see how these countries 
traced and tackled the 
misconceptions, attitudes, 
assumptions, environment, language, 
traditions and stereotypes that 
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disadvantaged their nationals from experiencing full 
potential. Besides, it will push us to ask some of the basic 
questions underlying their feminist thoughts: how are 
people treated because of their sex? What is their place in 
society because of it? What expectations are attached with 
them because of it? And, how are they made to feel 
because of it? These gender-neutral questions show that 
for the West, unlike the East, a feminist could be amanora 
woman who sees a problem with gender inequality and is 
ready to take measures to fix it. 
In our times, it is hard to deny that society shapes us and 
informs our thinking about what we regard as right and 
wrong. There are many norms we all live by that are not 
Western but are a part of our routine because of their 
repetition. They are brushed under the carpet because we 
do not wish to imagine what it is like to be in someone 
else's shoes. Take the small example of our growing 
culture of extravagant weddings. We spend lavishly 
without giving a split-second thought to its detrimental 
effects on mental health. We gloss over because we are 
naturalized to indifference for others. In her heart- 
touching column, Fehmida Ki Kahani, Beenish Mehmood 
engages us to question the moral soundness of doing 
extraordinary weddings. While she is absolutely right that 
it is utterly devastating for those with lesser means for it 
deepens “a feeling of inadequacy and insecurity”. What is 
more important to look at is how it has changed our 
perception of marriage. For those with riches, it is a 
ceremony while it remains a burden for the have- 
nots. The rich do extravagance and the poor do debt- 
bonding to keep up with the set standards of 


keeps one out of sight with the values, attributes 

, and hard work that goes into keeping two 

individuals together in spite of distinct 

differences. It makes marriage an 

overnight joy rather than a sheer 

commitment to one’s duties for 
along-term union. 

Yet another site for 
trendsetting is our 
educational centres. They 

lead us to have a fixed 
perception in our minds, 
closing the door to 
dialogue and dissent. For 


example, the vast 
majority thinks that 
chastity is the sole 


responsibility of women 
while men can go scot-free 
and have the privilege of 
indulging in extramarital affairs. 
Most erroneous beliefs have gained 
a foothold because they have never 

been tested, particularly in our 
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schools, colleges and universities. 
On another level, it is about formulating ways, modes and 
methods for minimizing the challenges that men and 
women confront every day. It could start by paying 
attention to what we watch on television. What is popular 
culture is our worldview and the only way to see what is 
wrong with it is to engage through critique and comment. 
The power of constructive review is much emphasized by 
Taha Kehar in his column Power of Second Chances. The 
subject of his article was the Netflix season Emily in Paris. 
He drew attention to how the first season projected French 
men as “insular, lazy, obnoxiously resistant to change ... 
and disloyal lovers.” And emphasized how it led to 
criticism by the French audience for they thought it could 
lead to negative stereotypes about their culture. This 
responsiveness made its way into adapting the second 
season to positive aspects of the French culture. It is this 
sort of mature engagement that we need between our 
media and audience. Unfortunately, given what happened 
after the drama serial Mere Pass Tum Ho, it is hard to 
imagine an uninterrupted dialogue in our society; let alone 
effecting change through dialogue and critique. 
Another agent of change could be the 
literature exposing the challenges 
and harms faced by the vulnerable.A | 
fascinating example of it from the 
Western culture is Virginia Woolf's 
works. In her essay 'A Room of One's | 
Own’, she described the life of a — 
woman of her time through the voice | 
of Shakespeare's sister. She stressed | 
that society treated men and women 
differently. Men enjoyed the luxury 
of studying and doing a job of their 
dreams but women were always put 
in the pigeonhole of home life. This role assignment was 
cultivated and it deprived women of taking meaningful 
decisions in their lives. They could not choose to learn, 
write, marry or build a career as they wished because 
they were seen fit for house chores alone. They were 
forced to accept life as it lay in the hands of men or 
society as they call it. Their lives were robotic and 
controlled with little or no room for personal thought, 
choice or development. This was destructive for their 
well-being as it shut down their doors to experience life 
and its challenges from their lens. After all, who can say 
if they were to live in a society full of women they would 
have behaved or lived a similar life as they did now? 
Since there is no clue about that; therefore, it should not 
be taken a natural position of every woman to be a 
homemaker, warm, affectionate, emotional, shy and 
submissive sort of a person. Men vary with pride and 
dignity, so must women and we. This can only come 
about if we empower them to think for themselves, 
Woolf sketches this through the voice of Shakespeare's 
sister. She laments how she was married off young, 
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denied schooling and life skills and ended up with a baby 
without ever finding time to learn what she wanted with 
her life. Her silence either meant her implied consent or 
shied acquiescence. It never translated into her refusal, 
confusion or pressing circumstances. Even when “she 
cried out marriage was hateful to her” because the 
context “that she was severely beaten up by her father” 
was never relevant. 
Moving on, there are three strands of feminism in the 
Western thought, Firstly, there is the first-wave feminism. 
This is the timeline before 1960s. It was high time for 
gaining public participation and economic security for 
women. For its actualization, their inclusion in public life 
was pushed forward. The right to vote, own property, get 
education and earn a living were all fought for. Secondly, 
there is the second wave. This is the timeline between 
1960s and 70s. It was crucial for making change through 
social media to which end BBC dedicated a day to 
programmes and debates on women's issues. This was 
supplanted with criticisms of beauty contests. The Miss 
America and Miss World contests were protested against 
for setting up flawed beauty standards, particularly 
because a woman of colour could 
never be its winner. The feminist 
revolt was reflected in the works of 
Susie Orback and Naomi Wolf, when 
they wrote books like Fat is a Feminist 
Issue and the Beauty Myth. Lastly, 
' there is the third wave. This is the 
timeline after 1980s. This was mostly 
about putting together the old works 
for a streamlined feminist account of 
legal practice and social order. For 
depth, it crossed over into post- 
modernism, critical race theory and 
psychoanalysis. For me, there are lessons to be drawn 
from this brief feminist history. First, the movement and 
its realization have been a lengthy process. Second, the 
change was not overnight. Instead, it came about in three 
stages viz. sensitization, discussion and theorization. 
That said, there is no second guess that feminism is 
beneficial, and crucial as well. Academically, it fosters law 
students, practitioners and professionals to have a 
sharpened understanding of the dynamics of life. Our 
tendency to take human skills for granted should not be 
lost sight of, We are all tainted with some impartiality, 
subjectivity and assumptions and are prone to easily 
presuming that the mastery that went into lawmaking was 
free of the spoils of human nature, Individually, it 
encourages both men and women to be vigilant about the 
challenges they are facing and speak up about them if they 
are gender based, At the end of the day, the story of 
feminism is the narrative of any gender facing challenges 
because of who they are. &) 
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The Role of Universities in 


Universities are considered the key institutions in the processes 
of social change and development. It is a general view that great 
nations have great universities. This motivates significant public 
and private investment in universities. These days, much of the 
focus is on universities promoting economic growth based on a 
knowledge economy. No doubt, equally important are the contributions that 
universities can make to culture, political stability and positive social change. 
Great nations are not just built by brilliant scientists, writers and entrepreneurs, 
they also require effective school teachers, engineers and small business 
owners, etc. Furthermore, it needs well-informed citizens and critical thinkers 
engaged in politics and communities. The best universities are populated with 
highly-gifted and motivated faculty and students. The most important role the 
universities have been assigned is the production of highly-skilled manpower 
and research output to meet perceived targets. Another role that universities 
may play is in the building of new institutions of civil society, developing new 
cultura! values and training and socializing people of the new social era. From an 
economic perspective, the role of universities is to produce new knowledge, and 
commodify it in collaboration with industry. It means that universities 

must have @ candid assessment of indigenous problems and 
good linkages with community and industry. 

Once Dr Abdu! Qadeer Khan said the role of newly- 
established universities in Pakistan is more important than 
that of tne older higher education institutions because 
such institutions have the potential to develop their 
vaiues, and can easily align their priorities with national 
goals and objectives. No doubt, Khwaja Fareed 
University of Engineering and Information Technology 
(KFUEIT) is such 6 good example among newly-established 
universities in Punjab. Expansion and consolidation have both 
been observable since 2019. Now, 180 trained PhD faculty 
members are contributing to teaching and research at KFUEIT. The 
strength will increase with the ongoing hiring process. The impact factor of 
research has risen from 560 to 4500. It secured more than 25 research grants 
under National Research Program for Universities (NRPU). KFUEIT is 
Continuously improving its position in different international university rankings 
like Times Higher Education (THE), U! GreenMetric and SCiMago, etc. Quality 
éducation and innovative research are priority al KFUEIT 
The KFUEIT has announced 100% fee scholarship for Hafiz-e-Quran and girls in 
@ vanety of engineering programs Such scholarship for gin students is a 
temarkable effort for wornen's ernpowerment in south Punjab. The scholarship 
Qiven to the students has crossed a dream figure of Rs. 1000 million As many as 
28 active student societies are continuously providing students with confidence 
@nd character-building opportunities through seminars, webinars, Conferences, 
workshops, exhibitions, study circles, book talks, magazines and a variely of 
Competitions. KFUEIT campus is declared smoke- and drug-free premises, 
Which is @ good step for the healthy future of the youth at KFUEIT. Suitable sports 


Prof. Dr Muhammad Suleman Tahir 


facilities and pieces of training are also available for students. KFUEIT-trained 
athletes have won more than fifty medals in different national sports events since 
2019. Infrastructure has also been rapidly expanding, Already, a state-of-the-art 
guest house, an executive club, a sports complex and faculty hostels are added, 
and ina few months, student hostels and the academic block will become part of 
KFUEIT infrastructure. A state-of-the-art, hi-tech lab has been installed at 
KFUEIT. It will provide the MS and PhD researchers with modem equipment, 
and will facilitate their research. The KFUEIT also has good linkages with the 
community, and offers a variety of social services with the help of students 
These services are in the form of free medical camps, availability of drinking 
water (Aab-e-Fareed), Iftar Dastar Knwan and distribution of ration among 
needy families, andso forth. During the recent drought in Cholistan, the students 
of KFUEIT managed the supply of water to different water reservoirs by using 
tankers. They also managed the supply of fresh drinking water to a large number 
of families in Cholistan. 
It is our priority to develop an environment-friendly infrastructure at KFUEIT. A 
solar project with a capacity of 145KV has been installed. Under the Clean anc 
Green Campus project, more than 50000 plants (including 20% fruit 
plants) have been planted on the campus. University designed 
? and installed its own solar-based wastewater treatment plart 
and recycled wastewater for use in horticulture and 
agriculture. Electric, environment-friendly motorbikes are 
provided to the security staff for use inside the campus 
Business Incubation Center was also estadiished. To 
», provide students with all services at one window and to 
} save their time the ‘Student Facilitation Center’ was 
established. South Punjab Skill Development Institute wes 
established in collaboration with NAVTTC. More than 600 
Students are enrolled in different certificate courses. To 
improve research and collaboration, more than forty MoUs have 
been signed with different national and internatenal universites or 
organizations, Now, the KFUEIT has planned to propose solutions to the 
indigenous social and industrial problems. It would revolutenize the whole 
indigenous scenario 
No doubt, with all the above-mentioned achievements, the KFUEIT is a 
successful model for all emerging higher education institutions in the country 
Such excellent planning Is the need of tha time for better educational future, to 
address the needs of the region and indigenous society, and for better nation- 
building, The KFUEIT is an emerging university in all avenues of higher 
education under the vision of Government of the Punjab, Such marvellous 
developments al KFUEIT were not possible without the kind support of the 
Government, hard work and dedication of faculty and staff. 


The writer is Vice Chancellor, Khwaja Fareed University of Engineering and 
Information Technology, Rahim Yar Khan 
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earning English isn't all about turning the 
pages of a dictionary and memorizing the 
grammar rules. To get your brain used to the 
language, and get a proper idea of how words 
are used in a sentence, you must listen to 
others speaking English. One of the best ways 
to do that is by watching English movies, 
Learning through movies can be an enjoyable and 
effective way to learn English. As it assists you with 
pronunciation, conversational English and colloquial 
(“slang”) speech. Since watching those involves the use of 
one's senses the most, choosing movies over reading 
books is a much better way to enhance your vocabulary. 
Another benefit of watching movies to learn English is 
that you can understand the context in which words are 
used. 
When you're looking for movies to learn English, the best 
thing you can do is to hunt about in the genre you are 
interested in. Films that are exciting or thought- 
provoking are more likely to keep your attention and 
better increase your chances of learning. If you are after 


IMPROVE YOUR 
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some film recommendations, here are five you can begin 
with. 

1. The King's Speech 

An inspirational movie involves the senses of a human 
being. The film also deals with someone wanting to 
develop speaking skills which can help the movie- 
watchers with their skills as well. 

Colin Firth stars in this period drama as King George who 
must battle to overcome his speech impediment in order 
to deliver a rousing speech that inspires his people to 
unite in battle. Because this film focuses specifically on 
speech, you get a masterclass in pronunciation. 
Examples 

1. INGRATIATE: gain favour with somebody by 
deliberate efforts 

Synonyms: get in someone's good books, court, dance 
attendance on 

Sentence: Zahid wants to ingratiate himself among the 
lawyers fraternity. 

2. CONSORT: keep company with 


Synonyms: associate, hobnob, chum around 
Sentence: She began consorting 


with drug users, eventually 

becoming an addict herself. 

3. SERVITUDE: the state of being 
required to labour for someone 
else 
Synonyms: 
subjugation 
Sentence: Her status as slave 
condemns her to a life of 
servitude, with little or no 
control over her future. 

4. PREPOSTEROUS: 
ridicule 

Synonyms: stupid, 
farcical, risible, asinine 
Sentence: | don't know about 
you, but I happen to think that 
this defence is preposterous. 

5. FACETIOUS: cleverly amusing 
intone 

Synonyms: waggish, 
impish, puckish 
Sentence: You learn very soon 
never to tell a joke or make a 
facetious remark. 

2, Dead Poets Society 

Por a taste of the many forms of 
the written word, immerse 
yourself in the world of poetry in 
Dead Poets Society. This 1989 
movie tells the tale of an English 
teacher who sparks joy in his 
students through poetry. Aiming 
to make their lives extraordinary, 
they live their life through the 


slavery, bondage, 


inviting 


ludicrous, 


jesting, 
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Latin expression carpe diem — seize the day. 

Examples 

1. CARPE DIEM: Enjoy the present 

Synonyms: seize the day, live for the day, 

Sentence: A more philosophical reading of the project is 
to encourage people to seize the moment, carpe diem. 

2. MOROSE: showing a brooding ill humour 

Synonyms: sullen, dour, glum, saturnine, crotchety 
Sentence: She was morose and silent when she got home. 
3. SONOROUS: capable of producing a deep or ringing 
sound 

Synonyms: ringing, vibrant, mellow, orotund, pulsating 
Sentence: The alloy is sonorous and useful in making 
bells. 

4. YAWP: make a raucous noise 

Synonyms: baw, shout, yell, screech, whoop 

Sentence: The countdown began and with a war yawp 
rocket blasted into the sky. 

5. SMIRK: smile in an irritatingly manner 

Synonyms: Leer, simper, snigger 

Sentence: Ali smirked in triumph. 

3. Harry Potter series 

The movies are about Harry Potter, a wizard, and all of 

his magical adventures. The Harry Potter films are a 
must-see if you are learning English! All of the main 
characters go to a magic school called Hogwarts. The 
wizarding world of Harry Potter has its own animals 

and history, and it uses language from basic English 

to magical words made up by author J.K. Rowling. 
Some of these nonsense words are even used by fans! 

For example, ‘muggle’, which is an insult meaning 
‘someone who cannot perform magic’. 
Examples 

1. STOMP: walk heavily 

Synonyms: barge, galumph, lumber, lump, 
Sentence: The kids stomped around noisily 
much to the consternation of the people. 

2. CHORTLE: a soft partly suppressed laugh 
Synonyms: chuckle, giggle, titter, snigger 
Sentence: The cashier's explanation elicited chortles 

of scepticism from everyone. 

3. SWOOP: carry out a sudden attack, especially in order to 
make a capture or arrest 

Synonyms: raid, pounce, assault 

Sentence: Police swooped on a flat after a tip-off. 

4. LUMPY: having Jumps; not smooth and even in texture 
Synonyms: clotted, curdled, congealed, granular 
Sentence: Finally, J folded the sheet and set it on the bare 
lumpy mattress. 

5. CLOBBER: defeat thoroughly and conclusively in a 
competition or fight 

Synonyms: thrash, batter, drub, pummel 

Sentence: He didn't want to miss a minute of his favourite 
team getting clobbered by the enemy, 

4. Theory of Everything 

One reason why The Theory of Everything is a good film to 
help you learn English is that its characters have very clear 
British accents. Parts of the movie are set at Cambridge 
University, one of the most well-known academic 
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institutions in England. Many of the characters speak ‘the 
Queen's’. This means upper-class or “posh” English, which 
is clear and correct. 
Examples 
1. CAD: someone who behaves dishonourably 
Synonyms: scoundrel, rogue, rascal, reprobate 
Sentence: What turns too many of them into uncouth cads 
oncourt? 
2. SOD OFF: go away (used to angrily dismiss someone). 
Synonyms: depart, leave, take off, get out of my sight, 
shoo 
Sentence: I'll give you something to sod off about! 
3. BAFFLING: impossible to understand, perplexing 
Synonyms: puzzling, bewildering, beyond one 
Sentence: Why he would go to such extraordinary lengths 
is baffling. 
4. COSMOLOGIST: An astronomer who studies the 
evolution and space-time relations of the universe 
Synonyms: astrophysicist, uranologist, astrochemist 
Sentence: These explosions are believed by 
astronomers and cosmologists to mark the birth of 
black holes. 
5. SHAMBLES: a condition of great disorder 
Synonyms: chaos, mess, disorder, disarray, mare's 
nest 
Sentence: Pakistan's education system is currently in 
ashambles. 
5. Forrest Gump 
Tom Hanks is known for his dialogue delivery skills, 
which is why the language of the movie is easier to 
understand. The learners would find the content of 
the movie appealing as well. The dialogues are 
spoken slowly and the background music does 
not cover them. 
Examples 
1. SHABBY: in poor condition 
Synonyms: scruffy, mangy, ragged, frayed 
Sentence: Confucius said, “Lavishness leads to 
arrogance, frugality leads to shabbiness, but it is 
better to be shabby than arrogant.” 
2. IMBECILE: a stupid person 
Synonyms: moron, dolt, halfwit, dunce, nincompoop 
Sentence: ! can hardly believe I share a country with these 
imbeciles. 
3. GAWK: stare openly and stupidly 
Synonyms: gape, goggle, gaze, ogle 
Sentence: The door opened and a sailor stepped inside, 
openly gawking at our still wet clothes. 
4. GOON: a violent, aggressive person who is hired to 
intimidate or harm people. 
Synonyms: thug, roughneck, lout, hooligan, rowdy 
Sentence: There were at least seventeen armed goons, not 
to mention the three snipers on the roof, 
5. LUNATIC: mentally ill 
Synonyms: mad, deranged, of unsound mind, raving 
Sentence: These are neither the ravings of a lunatic 
person nor the dream of a crazy idealist. @ 
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Democracy operates on twin principles of truth and trust. From 10,000 years ago to the 21st century, human societies evolved from 
particularized and selected trust circles to generalized and universalistic trust spheres which are the backbone of democracy. From 
authoritarianism to democracy, human beings expanded their circle of trust from a particular community to a global community. Autocrats 
established heated rhetoric that favour some ethnicity, ideology or racial superiority. Democracy prevailed in post-Cold War societies because 
it extended the trust of the people in universal institutions and global appeal. In the 21st century, democracy is in the backseat because of 
fading trust of societies and appealing lingual, ethnic and selected community rhetoric. The struggle for expanded empathy and advancement 
is overshadowed by regional and nationalistic interests. Democracy appeals for its universal struggle for recognition of all. The alleged 
intervention of Russia in the parliamentary elections in Italy and the presidential one In France through cyber-attacks and disinformation 
compromised the autonomous decision-making of the people which halted the democratic transition and empowered the populist leaders, 
derailing the democracy. The digital malice and digital manipulation to sabotage democratic transition is a vivid manifestation of compromised 
democratic transition in the global order. In the 21st century, digital spaces, through social media, and engineered tactics has impeded 
democracies and appealed to populism and nationalism, while also giving rise to autocracies by fading trust of people in institutions, 
constitutions and rule of law. 


Wajahat Sultan 


which democracies sustained. In contemporary times, the 
digital disorder and digitally dependent economies are 
vulnerable to trust. As the modern markets become 
digitally dependent, the threat of cyber-attacks and 
financial costs has grown in the last decade which is 
problematic for the integration of the system and overall 
democratic sustainability because modern democracies 
are founded on economic growth together. In 2021, a gang 
named DarkSide attacked American oil provider 'Pipeline’ 


articularized trust constitutes small alliances 
within a small subset of society, e.g. alliance of 
China and Russia. In democracies, generalized 
trust establishes large-scale trust that extends 
market relations, human progress and trade, 
e.g. alliances between and among European 
states. The citadel of democracy in the 20th 
century was sustained through the extending circle of 
trust in the society. Information technology and science 


have subdued this trust in contemporary times. The 
complex and integrated societies are economically linked 
together. The equation of economic dependency 
established peace and prosperity in recent decades due to 


through cyberspace. This Pipeline provides 45% of fuel to 
the East Coast of the United States. After the shutdown of 
supply, the people flocked to gas stations and it created 
social anarchy, leading to distrust which threatened the 


21st century 
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digital economy and the trust in economic institutions 
which act as the backbone of democracies in the modern 
world. 
Institutional harmony plays a key role in modern 
democracies. The digital disorder and cyber-attacks 
fomented distrust in the institutions. The data of different 
institutions - ranging from banks to government 
institutions - is hacked and used as a proxy to campaign 
against the government institutions. This creates a small 
fraction of people with particularized trust to destabilize 
the institutions and question their integrity. The most 
beautiful structure of democracy is global altruism and 
the spirit to work together in a 
human network for the progress 
of humanity. In the 21st century, 
cyber-attacks target the 
cohesion of human bonds that 
build trust between the people 
and their communities. 
Coming to the truth factor of 
democracies, the rampant 
disinformation and echo- 
chambering of in-group and out- 
group divisions compromised 
the democracies in the current 
century. Through social media campaigns, the engineer- 
ing of misinformation and malignant campaigns against 
the institutions, governance and democracy by the forces 
of authoritarianism and populism created divisions in 
society. The truth is fading from society due to digital 
deregulation and galvanized mass campaigns to inculcate 
distrust and fear in the people. 
The tussles between China and 
America, between Russia and 
America, and between Pakistan 
and India have resulted in 
barrages of disinformation and 
distrust in the society which is a 
lethal threat to democracy. 
In 2016, Russia allegedly 
interfered in the US presidential 
elections and especially targeted 
the campaign of Hillary Clinton through cyber-hacks. 
Nowadays, the world is struggling to win global order 
through digital detox. The intrigues to sabotage the 
democratic transition and affect voting turnout impede 
the way democracies flourish and sustain. The states try 
to destabilize the enemy country’s governing institutions 
through hacking and data leaks. The sudden shutdown of 
electricity in the entire country stakes the trust of people 
in the incumbent institutional governance, Through 
cyber-attacks, the entire system can be paralyzed and 
made to operate per the whims and wishes of an enemy 
State which jeopardizes the overall sovereignty of the 
country. In this way, the digital spaces are used to 
backslide public trust in the institutions, further affecting 
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the stability of democracy in any country. 
The concocted information about the state, governance 
and institutions through fake accounts and hacking 
vanquish the people's belief in the leaders and politicians 
that spurs the anti-state and anti-government rhetoric. 
The direct intervention of a state to capture other state's 
sovereignty through military might has become irrelevant 
in this century. The digital capture is the way now to 
defeat the other state through cyber warfare. The 
elimination of trust and truth from any society fulfils the 
ulterior motives of an enemy state. 

It took humans 10,000 years to find a way to progress and 
end the violent conflicts in the 20th 
century by establishing democracies 
and universal governance through UN 
and World Bank-like institutions. The 
world is again facing anarchy due to 
expanded technologies and cyber 
inventions. Democracies are backslid- 
ing to authoritarianism because the 
foundational elements of democracies 


like trust and truth are being 
compromised. The defeat of hereditary 
monarchies, fascism and communism 
paved the way for democracies. In 2022, 
democracies are facing international 
rifts and global push due to the rising 
manipulation of undemocratic forces for 
the populist appeal. In this century, we can move towards 
the universal struggle of democracies by regulating social 
media, media literacy and control of Big Data. The 
uncontrollable and excessive digital disorder can create 
social dysfunction and space for wars and conflicts as 
they are getting traction in the form of the Ukraine and 
laiwan issues. Digital control is a panacea for democra- 
cies tithe 2bstcentury, 


Woajahat Sultan is a Lahore-based writer whose articles 
appear in Pakistan Today, Pakistan Observer, Daily 
Times and Modern Diplomacy. 


Allin One - Book XIV | 301 


CamScanner 


CSS EXCLUSIVE 


xcellent writing skills 
are an important 
part of techniques all 
aspirants appearing 
in CSS competitive 
examination must be 
equipped with 
because they make you better 
able to communicate your points 
or arguments to the examiner 
with great clarity and ease. 
However, it must be understood 
that writing aptly and succinctly 
‘ goes beyond the simple use of 
grammar; there are many other 
aspects which must be taken 
care of. 
Whatis poor writing? 
An analysis of CE-2019 
Examiners Reports, published 
by Federal Public Service 
Commission, reveals that most 
candidates fail the papers just 
because they have poor writing 
skills. The report says, 
“Problems of writing, language 
and expressions have been 
widely noticed. Some of the 
responses were so senseless that 
they didn't seem to be the 
answers of a candidate 
appearing for CSS.” 
Besides, mock exams for CSS 
conducted by World Times 
Institute also reveal that the 
principal difference between the 
candidates who scored excellent 
marks and those who couldn't 
was that of writing skills as 
individuals in the former lot 
wrote answers in flawless 
language; they knew the art of 
using right word and 
punctuation marks at the right 
place. On the other hand, those 
in the latter category had poor 
writing skills as most of them 
seemed struggling to find words 
or phrases that would perfectly 
fall in place with the content. 
They also made an overuse of 
clichés, adverbs, bulky phrases, 
etc. Thus poor writing resulted 
in lower marks for them. And 
there is no doubt at all that poor 
writing creates poor first 
impressions, leading to an 
immediate negative reaction 
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How to improve 
your writing skills 


Man, Undoubtedly, is’ the most: expressive 
creature of Allah ‘Almighty. 


the spoken He Son 
forms of comimunicai 


connpetive sianinauoneeasscaly CSS and 
PMS, no one would deny that these exams test 
the writing skills of the aspirants, Writing plain 
English in a paper like that of Essay is no big 
challenge, yet eliminating the nuances from 
your writing to present your arguments 
effectively becomes a massive challenge for 
many, Even if one’s chosen career path 
doesn't necessarily involve writing as a form 
of income, being able to communicate 
effectively is incredibly important to ensure 
success in today's competitive international 
job market, Think about emall-writing; it hardly 
looks professional if an employee sends an 
email to his/her boss or colleague that Isn't 
well thought-out and contains many errors, 
This will definitely be viewed seriously and 
would negatively reflect on the Intellectual 
acumen of the person writing It. 
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M. Bilal Butt 
from the examiner. 
How tolearn this art? 
By all means, writing is an art 
and like every other form of art, 
it takes time and perseverance to 
learn it. Although it is 
considered a difficult skill to 
learn, here are some of the most 
pragmatic solutions to 
addressing the challenges of 
improving your writing skills. 
1.Readalot 
We learn best by example, and 
gaining writing skills is no 
exception to this rule. So, the 
best way you can enhance your 
writing skills is by reading as 
much as you can. Reading opens 
your mind to new ideas, new 
words and new techniques. It 
allows you to know how other 
writers express their ideas and 
the numerous ways they use to 
accomplish that. The more you 
study how successful writers 
write, the easier it becomes for 
you to write well. 
Take any newspaper, magazine, 
novel or book, and make it your 
habit to read at least two articles, 
or 3-5 pages of a book a day. 
Reading will give you an idea of 
how sentences are formed, how 
you can phrase your words in 
dialogues and what are the 
different styles of writing. And 
reading will also help you 
discover your own writing style. 
Incorporate daily reading into 
your writing exercises; maybe 
even make your practice 
paragraph a review or summary 
of what you read that day, taking 
different elements of the 
author's writing style to develop 
your own voice. 
2.Afocused environment 
This is highly important for 
writers. To write effectively and 
also to give your best, you need 
an environment with minimum 
or no distractions. So when you 
decide to write, put away your 
phone, turn off the TV and sit 
down somewhere quiet and 
peaceful. The more you are able 
to focus, the better you can 
write, in terms of both quality 
and quantity. B) 
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You also need to figure out the time when your brain 
functions the best. It can be early morning or late at night. 

3. Practice, practice and practice 

Practice is the key in polishing any skill. And, no doubt, 
practice really does make perfect. It's not a T20 match; 
rather you should be taking it like a test match. If you 
compare writing to a skill like cooking, or even playing a 
sport, you cannot expect to improve if you don't practice - 
it's like expecting to become a pro cricketer after one 
practice with your team. 

Take a paper and pen, and just write what comes to your 
mind. Try to set yourself daily writing exercises - they need 
not be long-winded and time-consuming, even just 
committing yourself to write a paragraph a day is enough. 
This way you will open your mind to the possibility of 
writing the same message in a number of ways. You can even 
partner up with a fellow aspirant who also wants to improve 
his/her writing skills and read each other's paragraphs to 
see where changes or improvements need to be made. 

4. Vary your sentence structure 

As you wTite, try to vary your sentence structure to give your 
writing rhythm. A mix of short and long sentences with 
different literary devices can keep the reader interested and 
create a natural flow that guides them through your writing. 
5. Read it aloud 

Once you are done with writing a piece - of whatever length - 
read it aloud! 

This way you can clearly point out any grammatical mistakes 
you may have made, and you would also notice any 
imbalanced phrase and sentences that need further 
editing. Reading aloud also helps you hear any awkward 
phrasing and get an idea of your overall tone and 
effectiveness. CAROL Loomis, an American financial 
journalist, who retired in 2014 as senior editor of Fortune 
magazine, once wrote, “Writing itself makes you realise where 
there are holes in your thinking. Iam never sure what I think 
unless I see what I write. I believe the analysis part of you kicks 
in when you sit down to construct a story or evena sentence.” 
6 Review it 

There is nothing more frustrating than a piece of writing 
that doesn't get straight to the point. Think about what you 
want to say, what message you want the examiner to take 
away, and make sure that you make this message clear from 
the very beginning. 

7.Seek feedback 

It is always a good idea to seek feedback from someone who 
is well-versed with writing, in order to improve your skills 
and enhance the quality of your work. It can be your 
leacher, your parent or anyone else, but make sure itis 
not someone who himself has no idea what writing 

is all about! 

It is nothing to be ashamed of if they point 
out your mistakes or your weak areas, Think 
of this as an opportunity to improve. 
Remember, successful people are always 
open to criticism and feedback. 

7. Never give up! 

As clichéd as it may sound to most of us, 

it is a vital ingredient for success! When you 
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first start writing, you will feel like giving up a lot of times 
because of many reasons — your writing does not meet your 
expectations, it is not as good when compared to someone 
else's work, your first few pieces of work did not get 
published in magazines, you did not receive the praise and 
appreciation you were expecting or someone gave a negative 
feedback about your work — this list does not exhaust! 
Remember, great results never come easy. J.K. Rowling's 
Harry Potter got rejected by 12 publishing houses before 
becoming a worldwide success! In Richard Bach's words, “A 
professional writer isan amateur who didn't quit.” 
Note: Sometimes it happens even with good writers that 
they try to write something but the words won't come. This 
is called writer's block; it is a temporary inability to write 
and is pretty common in writers. So, if you face something 
like this, don't worry, face it. Keep on reading and writing, 
this problem will surely be solved within no time. 
8.Some other tips 
> Good writing is clear and concise. Say exactly what 
you mean in the most direct way. 
> Don't use any complicated, long words in your 
writing. Use familiar vocabulary instead of lofty 
words from the English language. Simple words are 
more direct and easier to understand. 
>» Keep your sentences short yet impactful. Short 
sentences are easier to comprehend, something 
that examiners appreciate. Avoid trying to pack 
too much into aline. 
> Keep your paragraphs short and manageable. Each 
one should consist of sentences that support the 
same idea. 
> Use the active voice and adhere to subject-verb- 
object sentence structure. It's the most direct path 
to making your point. 
> Never over-use filler words like “very”, “really”, 
“just”, etc. They tend to make sentences long and 
unnecessarily take up the examiner's cognitive 
space. 
>» Write error-free pieces. Errors in your writing are 
likely to take attention away from the message you 
are trying to convey. 
» Always write by putting yourself in the examiner's 
shoes. 
Conclusion 
Every work you do is fuelled by the passion you have for that 
work in your heart. A person having consummate writing 
skills is an artist Who uses words as crayons, and paper as 
canvas; and paints a splendid landscape with his words, 
expression and style, You also need to be an artist and 
to be so, you should have the passion to explore your 
inner world and come up with great ideas and words 
that make up attractive sentences, which will 
certainly impress the examiner; a sure-shot way 
tosuccess, & 


The writer is a student at 
KEMU, Lahore. 
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akistan is the fifth most severely impacted 
nation in the world by climate change. Due to 
its semi-arid climate, the country is vulnerable 
to natural calamities, e.g. earthquakes, floods 
and drought, all of which have a negative 
effect on food security and the ways of life of 
the people. Half of Pakistan's population 
depends on agriculture for their livelihood, which is one 
of the sectors most affected by climate change. Future 
climatic changes are probably going to have an impact on 
temperature and rainfal] patterns and they may increase 
the frequency and intensity of floods in Pakistan, 
particularly in Balochistan and Sindh. In these provinces, 
the patterns of rainfall are gradually becoming more 
erratic. 
The agricultural sector of our country's economy paints a 
gloomy picture of food security, and the country's 
climate-sensitive regions are struggling to meet 
productivity goals as a result of deforestation, declining 
freshwater supplies, groundwater depletion and 
ecosystem degradation caused by extreme weather 
events like heatwaves and major floods. Furthermore, a 
worrying trend of using agricultural land for non- 
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cultivation purposes will jeopardize the productivity of 
the food supply in the near future. The complexity of 
these climate change-related concerns has made our 
nation's hunger problem worse, to say it mildly. Thus, 
providing people with adequate access to healthy food is 
a huge task on a national, regional and international scale. 
According to World Food Program (WFP), there is growing 
food insecurity in the world — 41 million people are on 
the verge of famine. Pakistan has been ranked 92nd 
among 116 nations worldwide on the Global Hunger 
Index (GHI) 2021. 

The climate-related emergency is making Pakistan's food 
situation much worse, According to the Global Climate 
Risk Index 2021, Pakistan is one of the ten most climate- 
vulnerable countries. Climate change has had a negative 
impact on water resources which are rapidly depleting as 
a result of poor management. Pakistan is one of the 
world's most populous nations. The challenge of feeding 
Pakistan's growing population is indeed formidable. As 
many as 18% of Pakistanis are experiencing a severe food 
crisis, while 43% of our compatriots lack adequate food, 
according to the WFP, 

Agriculture has a significant role in Pakistan's food 


CamScanner 


CSS EXCLUSIVE 


by renewable energy sources as an 
alternative to extremely expensive fuel 
that degrades the environment. 
To adjust to the new realities of 
climate change, Pakistan should 
engage in sustainable 
agriculture development 
techniques and projects. In 
order to address water 
constraints and increase 
agricultural output, 
adopting climate-smart 
agricultural techniques, 
such as switching to high- 


security and rural employment. The 
performance of this sector is. still 
influenced by the weather, though. 
Climate change has an adverse 
impact on agricultural productiv- 

ity which increases food poverty 
and harms Pakistan's export 
industry. In order to deal with 
climate effects, crop patterns 
must be altered by introduc- 
ing climate-friendly crops, 
soil-refreshing procedures, 
and heat-tolerant seeds. 
Through the construction of 


An Example of 
Mismanagement 
Despite floods and torrential rainfall that 
wreaked havoc across the country and inundated 
swathes of lands, particularly in Sindh and Balochistan, 
the country will face a water shortage of 15 to 20 percent in 
the ongoing Rabi cropping season. The anticipated water 
shortage for the Rabi season is expected to dent mainly the 
wheat crop. According to the Indus River System Authority (Irsa), 
the total water availability for the cropping season stands at 30.5- 
33.5 million acre feet (MAF), including 21-24MAF of river flows 
reaching rim stations and about 9.5MAF in water reservoirs. 
Meanwhile, the water requirement for Rabi crops is about 37- 


effective market infrastructure 
and financial incentives for 
adopting non-traditional 
agricultural practices, crop 
diversification and climate-smart 
farming, farmers should be motivated. 
For greater productivity, it is essential to 

continue using the most recent technology in 

farm mechanization tasks such as irrigation, crop 
production, crop protection and land development. 
Agriculture can be significantly improved by maintaining 
affordable prices for farm inputs, including high-yielding 
varieties, and by ensuring the development of cost- 
effective agricultural equipment and machinery powered 
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38MAF.As per the details, Irsa has allowed 33-month closure 
of a Tarbela dam tunnel for safety reasons but it will 
deprive provinces to the extent of 40,000-50,000 
cusecs of irrigation water supplies in early kharif 
months during dry years and about 25,000- 
30,000 cusecs in wet years. 


yielding crops, effective 
water management, lowering 
water losses, and constructing 
small and medium-sized dams, is 
imperative. 
Flood irrigation is frequently used by 
farmers to grow crops like rice and 
sugarcane. These crops need large amounts 
of water, depleting aquifers beneath the ground. 
This severely lowers the water table, increases salinity and 
causes water-logging, rendering the land unusable for the 
following growing season. Through subsidies, the 
government should promote the use of digital technology, 
contemporary farming methods, effective farm mechani- 
zation, and crop diversity. 
Reducing carbon emissions will lessen effects of global 
warming on Pakistan. In order to encourage consumers to 
transition to electric vehicles, the government must 
implement mass transit in all major cities. This will aid in 
lowering the skyrocketing cost of oil imports and provide 
some respite to the general public from inflation brought 
on by soaring oil prices. By subsidizing consumer solar 
equipment, the government can encourage the use of 
solar energy and lessen the burden on conventional 
power-generation sources. 
However, challenges like food security and climate change 
cannot be resolved by the government alone; as a result, 
community support is necessary. The negative impacts of 
climate change and the significance of water conservation 
should be made more widely Known to Pakistanis. The 
interests and concerns of marginalized communities, 
such as the poor, women, disabled, and indigenous 
groups, should be better addressed through the design 
and implementation of community-led sustainable 
development projects. Pakistan should think about 
developing @ more resilient, inclusive and sustainable 
economy that can withstand changes in the domain of 
climate change and food security. & 


The writer is the incumbent Vice Chancellor of Khwaja 
Fareed University of Engineering and Information 
Technology, Rahim Yar Khan. 
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riting is a medium through which one can 
articulate one's ideas and access wider 
audience without uttering a single word. Also, 
writing carries special significance for the 
youth, for it is an essential part of competitive 
exams, €.g. CSS and PMS, which have, of late, 
gained much traction of Pakistani youth. It is 
widely believed that aspirants not having strong writing 
skills are destined to fail the exam. 
In the write-ups that I have read over the years, I have 
observed some common features or characteristics, So, in 
the light of my experience, I would discuss here some 
points that, I believe, will be of great help to beginners. 
1. Be direct 


Be clear in what you say. Instead of 
beating about the bush, address the topic 


) Effectively 


directly. ] have seen many people 
losing effectiveness when they 
try to introduce their topic 
with long, unnecessary phrases and 
sentences. Thus, achieving clarity 
is prerequisite for writing 
effectively. 

2. Learn grammar 

Grammar is of paramount 
importance when it comes to 
writing clearly and 
effectively. A good writer 
needs to have a sound grip on grammar, and should have 
unambiguous knowledge of tenses, parts of speech, 
narration, etc. Many make grammatical errors in using 
prepositions. So, they should be given special attention, 
3. Avoid passive voice 

While writing, avoid using passive voice as much as you 
can - you should never use passive voice unless it is 
necessary. It makes writing appear verbose, dull and 
boring, and kills conciseness. 

Many people do not know why and where passive voice 
should be used. The purpose behind using passive voice 
is to stress the object, or to keep the subject ambiguous, 
You can, for example, write, “The bill has been passed.’ 
Here the emphasis is on the bill, not on the people who 
passed it. 
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4. Learn use of punctuation 
Learn some basic rules of punctuation. Many young 
writers tend to use punctuation incorrectly or they do not 
use those marks at all. Lack of care in using these signs 
mars the charm of the write-up because it confuses 
things, for punctuation stands for cadence and is a 
substitute for body language. 
5. Dig out Information about topic 
Prior to writing on a topic, try to dig out all the relevant 
information about that. Normally, what happens is that 
students try to express their ideas right away, without 
having much information about it. Scarcity of informa- 
tion takes a heavy toll on their write-ups; and this is one 
of the leading causes why publications reject bulk of 
articles submitted to them. 
6. Make several drafts and revise them 
Always write, at least, three drafts and revise and edit 
them, especially when you are a beginner. Once you 
have become experienced enough, you will develop an 
idea as to how many drafts you should write or how 


many revisions you should make. 
7. Use advanced learners dictionary 

Always look for a new word in a dictionary. Along with 
learning the meanings of a word, also learn its correct 
usage, Make this habit your routine, and it shall pay 
dividends. 

6, Read quality material 

Read works of prominent writers as much as you can. 
Simultaneously, take notes of words, phrases and 
sentences that appeal to you. This way you will be able 
not only to generate ideas, but also increase your 
vocabulary, which, in turn, will help you’ write 
articulately, py 


The writer is a freelance columnist based in Larkana. 
He can be reached at sjatoi83 1@gmail.com. 
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nt 
Change is a sine qua non in the evolution of human society; hence, inevitable and constant. Most Cr 
change Is underscored by the technological upshots. It has become appallingly obvious that our abr ih 
has exceeded our humanity. Presently, technology is transforming everything around us, from enterprise 


Apeek into the history reveals that digital 
technologies had advanced more rapidly 
than any innovation in our history - reaching 
around 50 percent of the developing world's 
population in only two decades, and 
transforming societies. Technology can bea 
great equalizer as it is promoting multiple things, e.g. 
trade and connectivity. Technology is impacting multiple 
sectors of life. In the health sector, for instance, multiple 


societies and everything in between, In the past decade, digital transformation has gained eucrre re 
avenues tried to digitalize themselves and endeavoured to excel in their respective fields. — ‘ a goin 
artificial intelligence to blockchain and big data and the Internet of Things, Rr rane se 
and redefining how we live, think and work. They are expanding the purview of the pot 

inventions, services and business models, as wellas the processes that 


facilitate these new offers. 


Qasim Ali Bhatti 
expectancy. In education, online learning environments 
and distance learning have opened up programmes to 
Students who would otherwise be excluded. Public 
Services are also becoming more accessible and 
accountable through blockchain-powered systems, and 
less bureaucratically burdensome. Big data can also 
Support more responsive and accurate policies and 
programs. However, those yet to be connected remain cut 
off from the benefits of this new era and remain further 


technologies are helping to save lives, diagnose diseases 


aon d : — extend 
life 


behind. The use of algorithms can replicate and even 
amplify human and systemic bias where they function on 
the basis of data which is not adequately diverse. Lack of 
diversity in the technology sector can mean that this 
challenge is not adequately addressed. It has become 
imperative for businesses to adapt and act fast — 
pivoting processes and operations to survive 
and build resilience for a sustainable 
OP future ahead. Digital transformation 

TAL needs to be at the top of the priority 
list as a long-term investment, 
keeping in view the current 
dynamics. At present, 


s 


Allin One - Book XIV | 307 


CamScanner 


CSS EXCLUSIVE 


enterprises must re-imagine their future and get on board 
intelligent digital re-engineering. Humans and machines 
must harmonize with each other to propagate more 
innovative, agile and adaptable economies and 
enterprises. 

Post-pandemic digitalism is rising 

As a post-pandemic new normal, Covid-induced 
digitalized events are expected to continue. However, in- 
person communication and physical activities may 
resume only to the extent where the businesses can accrue 
most benefits such as sharing tacit knowledge or to 
capture social value. A recent report by UNCTAD on 
Covid-19 and e-commerce finds that, while global trade in 
goods and services declined amidst the pandemic, the 
share of the e-commerce industry in global retail 
increased up to 17 percent in 2020. This trend is most 
likely to continue throughout the recovery times from the 
disease. The report also suggests that digitalization of 
buyers and sellers helped reduce the negative impacts of 
lockdown on the economy. While the e-commerce sector 
and digital trade has been dominated by developed 
countries, Covid-19 has also steered up the 
process in developing countries since last 
year, particularly in Asia. For 
instance, China's online retail 
share increased from 19 
percent to almost 25 percent. 
Similarly, Thailand 
witnessed an almost 60 
percent increase in 
downloading of online 
shopping apps in just 
one week during March 
2020. 

The future of consumer 
technology 

As said, the future lies in technology and will keep on 
doing rounds. The future of the human-technology 
interface is reliant on the fact that every business — 
whether it is hospitality, education, logistics, food & 
beverage, personal care, and myriad others — is a 
technology business. Digital touch points are being 
inserted at every step of the customer journey from 
awareness to realization to advocacy. Interactive kiosks, 
radio-frequency identification tags, virtual reality 
simulations, and computer vision are examples of how 
immersive human-technology interactions are in 
business-to-customer (B2C) models. However, the distant 
digital brand experience will not continue to be the only 
norm. In the next 18 to 24 months, we will witness in 
person and digital experiences to be more intertwined 
than ever before. Customer journeys will constitute 
offline transactions with integrated digital elements to 
elevate brand experience and hyper-personalization, A 
more digital world, therefore, must be coupled with a 
more connected and networked society. 
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Moving towards a faster future 
Man is futuristic. Many parts of his futuristic vision are 
already a reality. With just a single click, we can buy 
anything we want from e-commerce platforms that offer a 
huge range of products from around the world. New 
distribution channels such as direct-to-consumer bring 
products from the manufacturer directly to our homes. 
Products are made in smart factories that use sensors and 
micro-cameras to optimize production and energy 
efficiency in real time. Advanced technologies like 
artificial intelligence and machine learning are solving 
problems and helping to make our lives more convenient. 
Blockchain technology is making our world faster and 
more transparent by simplifying interactions between 
digital processes. And 3D printing is being used to 
personalize everything from sneakers to car interiors. 
Transforming human and machine interaction 
If everything is connected to the internet, cyber security 
solutions will have to keep pace with the digital 
transformation so companies and individuals can be 
certain that their personal information stays safe. And it 
will be equally important to develop big data 
solutions with the power to make sense of 
the mountain of data generated by a 
fully connected world - by using 
advanced algorithms to make 
predictions and identify 
potential problems ahead of 
time. The interfaces 


between people and 
machines will shape our 
digitized future. Data, 
digital tools and 


7 technologies will not be 
able to accomplish the 
transformation alone. On the contrary, it is only through 
interaction and the human perspective and expertise - the 
ability to process emotions, understand content and find 
creative solutions - that the full potential of modern 
technologies will be realized. The success of digital 
transformation of companies is primarily shaped by the 
company and leadership culture. Is there room to try new 
things, to experiment, and to fail? And how is collabora- 
tion and networking promoted within and outside the 
company? The crucial interfaces of digital (ansformation 
exist not only between people and machines, but also 
between companies and the experts within a company and 
across companies, 

Current digital transformation 

Transformation is the spice of the life and change is the 
spirit of the world, and technology is doing both. The 
pandemic proved to be devastating for several organiza- 
tions as their business collapsed. But, on the other hand, 
the crisis also accelerated the adoption of technology 
within various industries across the globe. The major 
integration of technology into the traditional business 
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structures has led to the rise of certain trends that have 
the potential of dictating the future of digital transforma- 
tion. 

5G becomes a reality 

Various generations have produced myriads of benefits. 
5G is in the lead role now. In the post-pandemic world, 
work in the digital platform has become the new normal, 
and organizations are increasingly attempting to operate 
their business from remote environments. While the 
concept of 5G had been in discussion in the past year 
itself, it is expected to become a_ technological 
prominence. As this network is expected to provide 
unprecedented speed and connectivity to the users, it is 
capable of providing a reliable connection. The 
mainstreaming of 5G connectivity can enhance the user 
experience and improve the process of digital 
collaboration which subsequently will accelerate the 
digital transformation. 5G will connect almost everything 
and everyone on the planet at arapid speed. It will make it 
possible for traffic lights in smart cities to communicate 
with the cars on the road. These connected vehicles, 
powered by electricity instead of fossil fuels, will use self- 
driving technology to guide us 
safely to our smart homes. 
Development of blockchain 
Blockchain is a new normal in the 
Gigital world. The rapid 
technological advancement in the 
wake of Covid-19 has brought the 
concept of blockchain to the 
limelight. While the concept has 
emerged from the understanding 
of cryptocurrency, it is 
increasingly being adopted and 
implemented in several other 
industries especially into the structure of financial 
institutions. The capabilities of the Blockchain are 
continually being contemplated by organizations all over 
the world. It is expected that Blockchain might play a 
crucial role in cybersecurity and might be increasingly 
used in industries in the future. 

Cybersecurity supersedes the priority list 

Cybersecurity has gained prominence in the world. 
Security of any sorts breeds confidence of all sorts. The 
pandemic Jed to a major shift of business from the 
traditional forms of business into the digital platform. 
This resulted in the increased use of vulnerable data 
among organizations. Jn addition to this, consistent cyber 
attacks on organizations across the globe have brought 
the concept of cybersecurity into the limelight, It is 
becoming a very crucial issue for companies across the 
globe. The increasing investment in cybersecurity is a 
future trend within digital transformation. 

Digital banking transpires 

The finance and banking sector's digital transformation 
was the most affected among the industries during the 
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pandemic. The strict government guidelines forced the 
banking sector to provide most of its important services 
through the digital platform. The increasing adoption of 
digital transformation can be expected within this sector 
to improve the digital banking processes and enhance 
customer experiences. 
Growth of the multi-cloud system 
In the post-pandemic world, organizations are 
increasingly moving to the cloud platform. This will 
inadvertently lead to the growth of the multi-cloud 
system. As the system has the potential to remove the 
common issues faced by providers and the vendor lock- 
ins, multi-cloud systems can be expected to flourish 
increasingly shortly and shape the process of digital 
transformation. 
Conclusion 
To conclude, I would put: ‘Modern problems have modern 
solutions’ turns out to be true as swift digitalization 
brought with it a number of challenges and limitations. 
While the digitalinfrastructure is at its infancy stage, it 
has already created a digital divide in society. In the 
Inclus ive Internet Index 2020, Pakistan 
ranked at 76th out of 100 countries 
with only 35 percent of population 
having access to the internet. This 
has magnified the gap between the 
privileged and the unprivileged, 
skilled and unskilled, urban and 
rural. The tech-savvy will be ahead 
of those with limited or no access 
to digital tools. The world of work 
is undergoing radical change. 
Business has become a real-time 
experience, we deal with a 
relentless stream of messages and communica- 
tions, and weoperate in a network of teams. 
Traditional top-down hierarchy is rapidly going away as 
young professionals demand more opportunities, 
leadership, and responsibility. Cutting-edge tools and 
solutions can provide answers to the biggest challenge of 
our time - the urgent need to cut resource consumption 
and protect our planet for future generations. In factories, 
for example, data about how much water or energy is 
being used can be gathered and analyzed in real time to 
identify opportunities to cut waste and minimize 
emissions, Data from production sites is collected and 
made available in a global digital backbone system, which 
can then be used as a basis for future decisions, This high- 
tech and sustainable vision of the future would have been 
unimaginable just afew years ago, But itis now becoming 
reality, Hence, the future is digital only. @ 


The author, an Inspector in Excise and Taxation, Punjab, 
holds distinction in LLB and Political Science. He can be 
reached at qasimalibhattiO0@gmail.com 
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Covid-19 affected everyone differently, it 
changed a lot the way we conduct our lives, One 
thing it taught everyone was: equitable access 
to Covid-19 vaccine is essential for global 
efforts toward recovery. In the beginning, 
people around the world waited impatiently for 
the vaccines against the deadly virus about which there 
was little credible information available. As news of 
developing a vaccine started surfacing, a new dilemma 
faced the world, and which, once again, laid bare the 
global divide between the Global North and the Global 
South. It was the inequitable supply of vaccines to the 
Third-World countries that ruptured the unity seen in 
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response to the virus outbreak. Although the first 
vaccines started getting approval by March 2021, only 
20.9% of the population living in low-income countries 
have, to date, received at least one dose of the Covid-19 
vaccine. On the contrary, almost every human living in 
high- and middle-income countries {eligible for 
vaccination] had received his/her first dose by the end of 
2021, according to the data collected by Oxford 
University. 

The disinclination of global powers towards making their 
vaccine formulas available to every country has exposed 
the height of selfishness on their part, even in times of a 
global emergency. Vaccine diplomacy was used by world 
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powers only to further their own interests, and not in the 
name of humanity. These big powers hid behind the shield 
of patents while selling expensive vaccines to other 
countries just to make millions off the pandemic, turning 
a blind eye to the dying human race. According to a report 
by Oxfam International, Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna 
sold 90% of their vaccines to rich countries only, and that 
too at 24 times the cost of production. The high prices of 
vaccines and intellectual property hindrances kept 
production from moving to middle- and low-income 
countries. 

To understand how patents prevented the world from 
fully benefiting from Covid-19 vaccines — by saving more 
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and the international patent system 


lives — it is necessary to comprehend the idea behind 
intellectual property rights 

Intellectual property refers to the ownership. of 
innovations and creations of mankind. Laws) on 
intellectual property protect these through copyrights, 
trademarks and patents. [hey do it for striking a balance 
between the interests of the innovator(s) and that of the 
general public while encouraging productivity and 
innovation, A patent is a form of a right to intellectual 
property granted to the owner for a limited time, during 
which everyone else is barred from making, using or 
selling that, 

Although there exists no international patent, there are 
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several ways to ensure protection in different parts of the 
world. The first global agreement regarding intellectual 
property rights is the Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and was introduced by 
World Trade Organization — it became effective from 01 
January 1995. This agreement brought the institutions of 
neo-imperialism once again at play, In pharmaceutical 
patents, when a company develops a cure for any disease, 
the state grants the creator exclusive rights for a specific 
time to produce and charge whatever price it wishes, 

Coming back to the pandemic, one thing that was 
unanimously agreed upon by all was that no one was 
protected until everyone was. Hence, India and South 
Africa proposed to waive IP rights from some key 
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a 
components of the vaccine. Later, US president Joe Biden 
also backed this proposal to give a greater number of 
countries the ability to produce vaccines until the World 
Health Organization introduced the idea of developing 
‘herd immunity’ against Covid-19. Unfortunately, other 
key global players such as the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Japan, the European Union and Canada, as well as big 
pharmaceutical companies spurned the proposal, citing 
various reasons, These companies claimed that lifting 
patents would hinder innovation and erode their profits, 
Although this might seem a selfish reason at first, there 
were some other more serious concerns as well which 
blocked such a move. Patents protect the basic blueprint 
of a vaccine and not the entire manufacturing process, 
Moreover, newer types of vaccines based on mRNA 
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technology such as Moderna and Pfizer are difficult to 
comprehend and not many people understand how to 
make them. Developing a production process, getting 
manufacturing sites approved and procuring raw 
materials may take years. Thus, they asserted, lifting 
patents would be like revealing the recipe without access 
to ingredients and instructions. Such a scenario could 
have resulted in safety and quality issues or counterfeits 
in extreme cases and still taken time to produce enough 
vaccines for the population. 

However, these hindrances, definitely, do not provide 
ground for blocking the transfer of useful technology. 
One way through which countries tried to circumvent 
patent restrictions was compulsory licensing. This kind of 


lic 
ensing 
allows 
anyone to make, 
use or send a patented 
product without the consent of 
the patent owner. WTO rules, as well, 
back this kind of, too, allowing 
governments to impose compulsory 
licenses on vaccine-makers, making it 
necessary for them to share 
information about the production 
process. However, in practice, there 
are numerous institutional barriers 
for developing and underdeveloped 
countries one of which is the heavy 
compensation to pharmaceutical 
companies for doing so. 
Several efforts by the United Nations 
were made to make vaccines 
available to all human beings, 
_ regardless of race or nationality. 
Richer countries were compelled to 
export more vaccines and a campaign #stoptheblock was 
also launched so that no one was left behind in the fight 
against Covid-19. As part of its global goals, the UN urged 
the world nations to recognize the right to health all 
across the planet by 2030, The World Health 
Organization, alongside other partners, initiated Covid-19 
vaccines global access, more famously known as COVAX, 
to accelerate the production and development of vaccines 
to ensure equitable supply, Other countries relied on 
voluntary licensing, for instance, the collaboration 
between Oxford-AstraZeneca and Serum Institute of 
India, to fulfil gaps in demand and supply. g 


The writer has done his LLB from LUMS and is, currently, 
a student at World Times Institute. 
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ome men create great civilizations and some 
men destroy them in great ways. In simple 
words, civilization means when people come 
together to develop cities and form a common 
culture. History has witnessed the formation 
and annihilation of many civilizations. and the 
word ‘need’ has always directed mankind 
towards innovation and development whereas the words 
‘desire’ and ‘lust’ have directed towards misery and 
devastation. War has remained the major cause behind 
the fall of many civilizations from ancient times to 
modern era. The desire of power and lust for wealth 
always led towards war. Things don't go always as 
planned; sometimes. men fail to achieve their ambitions. 
Throughout history, human civilizations have 
evolved in every aspect of life. With the 
passage of time, humans have developed 
politically, socially and economically. 
Machines and technology have 


contributed a lot to the easy to kill a person with a single 
development of mankind and bullet, an assault rifle is enough 
have changed the way of living to kill a group of people and a 
and thinking. In ancient times civilization can be destroyed 

, with only a few explosives or 


humans focused on survival 
only but in the modern-day 
world, our focus has been 
shifted towards progress. The 
mankind will develop more in 
coming 20 years as compared to 
past 100 years. The internet and 


adopt new ways of war. Today, it is 


and pie? weapons of mass destruction 
(WMDs). Currently, nine 
. countries, the USA, the UK, 
Civilizat ons China, Russia, France, Pakistan, 
India, Israel and North Korea, 
possess nuclear weapons. Out of 
these, Russia alone is capable 
enough to annihilate the whole planet 
ten times. Today, the world is ready to 
start a nuclear war but it is not prepared to 
fight against a pandemic like Covid-19. It doesn't 
matter how much medical science has advanced, it was 
not good enough to defeat a virus which compelled the 
whole world to shut their businesses and remain 
quarantined because they didn't have any other choice to 
face the virus, 
Unfortunately, most of the things invented for the 
comfort of mankind have been turned into weapons. 
Countries make WMDs, apparently, for defensive 
purposes, but the truth is that we are more offensive than 
defensive. 
With the creation of every civilization, its antithesis takes 
birth along and lives with it dll the end. It doesn't matter 
Whether our approach is based on religious ideology, 
democracy or Communism or any other such thing, as 
mainstream media have played a key pole in connecting long as men exist, contlict remains. If we think 
the people of the world. It is easy to reach any person realistically, we will conclude that war is inevitable; there 
around the world even though (s)he lives thousands of is nothing to stop it. At this point, some people will take 
kilometres away. Now, we can easily know what is | tle example of United Nations to say that it has prevented 
happening around the world. war and promoted peace globally. But, in reality, this 
The race for dominance has led humans to develop and | world body has failed to achieve its goal. War is happening 
in different shapes. @ 
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1. A triangle that has two equal sides is a: 


(b) Equilateral triangle 
(d) Exterior triangle 


(a) Scalene triangle 
(c) Isosceles triangle 


2. The plane with six edges as its sides is called: 
(a) Quadrilateral (b) Hexagon 
(c) Octagon (d) Pentagon 


3. The type of polygon in which its all angles and sides are 
equal is classified as: 


(a) Regular octagon 
(c) Regular pentagon 


(b) Regular hexagon 
(d) Regular polygon 


4. A plane which is formed by three straight edges as its 
sides is called: 
(a) Quadrilateral 
(c) Triangle 


(b) Pentagon 
(d) Hexagon 


5.A right-angled triangle must have: 
(a) J right angle (b) 2 right angles 
(c) 3 right angles (d) 4 right angles 


6. A plane with eight edges as its sides is classified as: 
(a) Quadrilatera! (b) Octagon 
(c) Pentagon (d) Hexagon 


7. The triangles can be classified on the basis of: 
(a) The number of equal sides (b) The types of angles 
(c) Length of line segments (d) Both (a) and (b) 


8. The plane with five edges as its sides is called: 


(a) Octagon (b) Quadrilateral 

(c) Pentagon (d) Hexagon 

9. The polygon is said to be convex polygon if none of its 
interior angles is: 

(a) Right angle (b) Reflex angle 

(c) Acute angle (d) Obtuse angle 


10. A plane with ten edges as its sides is called: 


Polygonsiand 
Angles 
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(a) Octagon (b) Pentagon 
(c) Hexagon (d) Decagon 
11. The types of convex polygons include: 
(a) Heptagon (b) Hexagon 
(c) Octagon (d) All of the above 


12. The kind of triangle which has no equal sides is called: 
(a) Exterior angle (b) Isosceles triangle 
(c) Equilateral triangle (d) Scalene triangle 


13. The plane with four straight edges as its sides is called: 
(a) Quadrilateral (b) Octagon 
(c) Hexagon (d) Pentagon 


14. The triangle which consists of three equal sides is 
classified as: 

(a) Equilateral triangle 
(c) Isosceles triangle 


(b) Exterior angle 
(d) Scalene triangle 


15. The acute-angled triangle must have: 
(a) 2 acute angles (b) 3 acute angles 
(c)4 acute angles (a) 1 acute angle 


16, The plane figure which consists of three or more edges 
as its sides is called: 
(a) Fquilateral polygon 
(c) Scalene triangle 


(b) Polygon 
(d) Isosceles triangle 


17, The plane with thirteen edges as its sides is called: 
(a) Quadrilateral (b) Septagon 
(c) Multigon (d) Tridecagon 


18, The kind of triangle which has one angle greater than 


90° is called 
(a) quilateral triangle 
(c) Exterior angle 


(b) Obtuse triangle 
(d) Isosceles triangle @ 


The writer teaches General Ability at World Times Institute. 
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1. If in a certain code, WOMEN is 
written as OWMNE, how is NOTES 


written in that code? 
(a) OTNES (b) ONTSE 
(c) SETON (d) NOETS 


2. If CLOCK can be written as KCOLC, 
how can STEPS be written in that 
code? 

(a) SPSTE (b) ETSSP 

(c) SPETS (d) SEPTS 


3. If in a code language BROAD is 
written as ASNBC, then how OMNI will 


be written in that language? 

(a) NMOJ (b) NNMJ 

(c) PNNH (d) NNJM 

4. If KNIFE is written as MRKJG, then 
how DOCTOR will be written? 

(a) FSEXQV (b) FSGXQV 

(c) GSEXQU (d) GSFXQV 


5. In a certain code, if GENERAL is 
written as TVMVIZO, then SCIENCE 
will be written as: 

(a) HYRVMXV (b) HXRVNXV 

(c) HXRVMXV (d) HX¥RVMYV 


6. In a certain code RELATION is 
written as TGNCVKQP. How will 
CERTAIN be written in the same code? 
(a) EGTVCKP (b) EGTVCJP 
(c) EANITCR (d) EGRVCKP 


7. In a certain code PONDS is written 
as KTIIN. How will FIRST be written in 
the same code? 

(a) ANNXO (b) KDWNY 

(c) ANMXO (d) ANMXP 


8. In a certain code E=P, Z=C, N=O, 
K=B, C=Q, A=X, R=H, B=R. How will 
BREAK be written in the same code? 
(a) RHPBX (b) RHPXB 

(c) RHPXC (d) ROPXB 


9. If BOAT is written as CDPQBCUY, 
how will RUST be written in that code? 
(a)STVWITVUU = (b) STUWTUUV 
(c)STVWTUUV = (d) STWVTUUV 


10. If, in a certain code, DEFENCE is 
written as 42 in a certain code, how 
would COMMON be written in that 


code? 
(b) 59 


(a) 37 
(c) 73 (d) 85 


11. If MICROWAVE is written as 
LJBSNXZWD, how Is POPULAR written 
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in the same code? 
(a) QBIKVPAV (b) OPKVPAV 
(c) OPOVKBQ. (d) KBQVOPA 


12. If PUNCTUAL can be written as 
47819765, how can LUNA be written 
in that code? 

(a) 7586 (b) 5678 

(c) 5786 (d) 5867 


13. If, in a code language, PAINT is 
written as 74128 and EXCEL as 93596, 
then how ACCEPT will be written in 


that language? 
(a) 455978 (b) 544978 
(c) 455378 (d) 733961 
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14. If REASON is coded as 5 and 
BELIEVED as 7, then what is the code 


for GOVERNMENT? 
(a) 10 (b) 9 
(c)8 (d) 6 


15. Ina certain code, if BAD is written 
as YZW and SAID Is written as HZRW, 
then LIFE will be written as: 

(a) ORUV (b) OSUV 

(c) OQVU (d) ORVW 


16, In a certaln code, PAGES ts written 
as RDIHU and WRITE {s written as 
YUKWG., How will OTHER be written 
in the same code? 

(a) RVKGU (b) QWJHT 

(c) RWJHU (d) PWIHS 
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17. If 18514 stands for AHEAD, then 
31385 stands for? 
(b) CASSET 


(a) CATCH 
(c) CACHE (d) CONQUER 


18. If DARE is coded as 1083 and FATE 
is coded as 2093, then FARE'‘is coded 


as? 
(a) 2083 (b) 8320 
(c) 2038 (d) 3802 


19. If RHYTHMIC is written as 
QGXSGLHB, how MUSIC can be 


written in that code? 
(a) NVTJD (b) LVTHB 
(c) NVRHB (d) LTRHB 


20. If SPIDER is written as PSDIRE ina 
certain code, how would COMMON be 


written in that code? 
(a) OCMMON (b) OCMOMN 
(c) OCMMNO (d) OCOMMO 


21. If SEQUENCE is coded as 
HVJFVMXYV, then how will CHILDREN 


be coded in the same code? 
(a)XSRMWIVM = (b) XSROWIVM 
(c) DSROWIUN (d) MVIWORSX 


22. If GIVEis coded as 5137 and BATis 
coded as 924, then how will GATE be 


coded in the same code? 
(a) 5427 (b) 5724 
(c) 5247 (d) 2547 


23. 1f SUNDAY is coded as 012345 and 
BIG is coded as 678, then how will 
SANDBAY be coded in the same code? 
(a) 0234456 (b) 0423645 
(c) 0432645 (d) 0342456 


24. In a certain code language 
COMPUTER is written as RFUVQNPC. 
How will MEDICINE be written in that 


code language? 
(a) MFEDJJOE (b) MFEJDJOE 
(c) EOJDEJFM (d) EOJDJEFM 


25. If ROSE is coded as 6821, CHAIR is 
coded as 73456 and PREACH is coded 
as 961473, what will be the code for 
SEARCH? 
(a) 216473 
(c) 246173 


(b) 214673 
(d) 214763 ® 


Asad Aziz teaches General Ability at 
World Times Institute. 
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1, Ina certain code, BASIC is written as 
DDULE. How is LEADER written in 
that code? 

Ans. NHCGGU 


2. In a certain code, SPRING is written 
as UNUFRC. How will the word MOBILE 
be written in that code language? 

Ans. OMEFPA 


3. In a certain code, ROAD is written 
as URDG. How is SWAN written in that 
code? 

Ans. \ZDQ 


4. In a certain code, CLOUD is written 
as GTRKF. How is SIGHT written in 
that code? 

Ans. WGJHV 


5. In a certain code language, 
GERMINATION is written as 
IMGRENNOAIT. How is ESTABLISHED 
written in that code? 

Ans. PAFTSLDEIHS 


6. In a certain code, CONDEMN is 
written as CNODMEN. How will 
TEACHER be written in that code? 
Ans. TAECEHR 


7. In a certain code language, 
HAND is written as SZMW, 
then what will be the code of 
MILK? 

Ans. NROP 


8. In a certain code, RAIL is 
written as KCTN and SPEAK is 
written as CGRUM. How will 
AVOID be written in that 
code? 

Ans. KQXCF 


9. In a certain code language, 
THANKS is written as 
SKNTHA. How is STUPID 
written in that code 
language? 

Ans. DIPSTU 


10, In a certain code, 
ORCHESTRA {is written as 


ARTSEORCH. How is DREAMLAND 
written in that code? 
Ans. DNALMDREA 


11. In a certain language, WEAK is 
coded as 9%2$ and SKIT is coded as 
#$7@, then how will WAIT be coded in 
the same language? 

Ans, 927@ 


12. If A=4, K =3,N=2, P=1, then the 
sum of which set of the letters makes 
the highest number? 

Ans. NAKNA 


13. In a certain code JA KI MO PE 
means AT A FROG'S LEAP, MO LA KI 
SO means TAKE A LEAP AHEAD and 
RE BO JA NA means INSECTS ARE 
FROG'S DIET. Which of the following 
is code for AT in that language? 

Ans. PE 


14. If the KNIFE is coded as MPKHG, 
what do the Jetters DTGCF stand for? 
Ans. BREAD 


15. If in a certain language SISTER is 
coded as 535301 , UNCLE is coded as 
84670 and BOY as 129 , how SON is 
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coded? 
Ans. 524 


16. If HARD is coded s 1357 and SOFT 
is coded as 2468, what do the figures 
21448 stand for? 

Ans. SHOOT 


17. Ina certain language PRACTICE is 
coded as PICCTRAE, how is FLAMES 
coded in that language? 

Ans. FMELAS 


18. If TOUR is written in a certain code 
as 1234, CLEAR as 56784 and SPARE 
as 90847, what will be the 5th digit for 
SCULPTURE in the same code? 

Ans. O 


19. If SUMMER is coded RUNNER, the 


code for WINTER. 
Ans. VIOUER 


20. In a certain code FIRE is coded as 
DGPC. What will be the last letter of 
the coded word for SHOT. 
Ans. R @ 
The writer teaches General Ability at 
World Times Institute. 
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1. Arrange the following words in a 


meaningful sequence. 

1. Infection 2. Consultation 

3. Doctor 4. Treatment 

5. Recovery 

(a) 1,3,4,5,2 (b) 1, 2,3,4,5 

(c) 1, 3,2,4,5 (d) 2,3,5,1,4 

2. Arrange the following words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Marriage 2. Birth 

3. Death 4. Education 

5. Job 

(a) 1, 2,4, 5,3 (b) 2, 4, 5, 1, 3 

(c) 2, 4,5, 3,1 (d) 4,5, 1,2,3 

3. Arrange the following words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1.Cow 2. Grass 

3. Milk 4. Curd 

5. Butter 

(a) 4,3,5,1,2 (b) 3, 4,5, 1,2 


(c) 1,3,2,4,5 (d) 1, 2, 3,4,5 
4. Arrange the following words in a 


meaningful sequence. 

1. Arrest 2. Punishment 

3. Prison 4. Crime 

5. Judgment 

(a) 4,1,5,3,2 (b) 4,5, 2,1,3 

(©) 4,1, 5, 2,3 (d) 4,5,2,3,1 

5. Arrange the following words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Dish 2. Market 

3. Cooking 4. Cutting 

5. Vegetable 

(a) 2, 5,4,3,1 (b) 2,5,4,1,3 
(c)5,3,1,2,4 (d) 2, 5,3,4,1 

6. Arrange the following words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Cotton 2. Plant 

3. Yarn 4. Cloth 

5. Shirt 

(a) 4,5,1,3,2 (b) 2, 1, 3,4, 5 
(c)1,4,5, 2,3 (d)2,1,3,5,4 

7. Arrange the following words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Lock 2. Key 

3. Door 4. Entry 

5. Switch on 

(a) 2, 1, 3, 4,5 (b) 4,5,1,3,2 

(c) 2, 1,3,5,4 (d)3,2,1,4,5 

8. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Iron 2. Copper 

3.Gold 4. Silver 

5. Aluminium 

(a)2,1,4,3,5 (b) 2,1,3,4,5 
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(c)1,5,2,4,3 (d)1,2,5,4,3 

9. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Chair 2. Wood 

3. Seed 4. Plant 

5. Tree 

(a) 3,5,4,2,1 (b) 3, 4, 5, 2, 1 
(c)3,4,5,1,2 (d) 4, 3,5, 2,1 

10. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Frog 2. Grass 
3.Grasshopper 4.Eagle 

5. Snake 

(a) 1, 2,3,5,4 (b) 2,3,1,4,5 

(c) 2,1,3,5,4 (d) 2, 3, 1,5,4 

11. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Wrist 2. Elbow 

3. Shoulder 4. Palm 

5. Finger 

(a) 2,4,3,5,1 (b) 3, 2,1,5,4 

(c) 3,2, 1,4,5 (d) 5,4, 1,3,2 

12. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Mosquito 2.Cat 

3. Lizard 4. Cow 

5. Elephant 

(a) 2,4,3,5,1 (b) 1,3,2,5,4 
(c)3,2,1,4,5 (d) 1, 3, 2,4, 5 

13. Arrange the following words ina 
logical sequence. 

1. Rain 2.Sun 

3. Rainbow 4. Child 

5. Happy 

(a) 1, 2, 3,4,5 (b) 1,3, 2,4,5 
(c)2,1,3,4,5 (d) 1,3,2,5,4 
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14. Arrange the following words in a 


logical sequence. 

1.Room 2. Floor 

3. Foundation 4. Walls 

5. Ceiling 

(a) 3, 4, 5, 2,1 (b) 3, 4, 2,5, 1 

(c) 2,3,4,5,1 (d)1,3,2,5,4 

15. Arrange the following words in a 
logical sequence. 

1. Seed 2. Grain 

3. Plant 4. Dough 

5. Bread 

(a) 1, 2,2,5,4 (b) 1, 3,2,4,5 
(c)3,1,2,4,5 (d) 1,3, 2,5,4 

16. Arrange the given words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1.Room 2. Building 

3. Society 4. Flat 

5. City 

(a)5,3,2,1,4 (b) 5, 3, 2, 4, 1 
(c)3,5,2,4,1 (d)3,1,2,4,5 

17. Arrange the given words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1.Seldom 2. Generally 

3. Never 4. Sometimes 

5. Always 

(a)5,2,4,3,1 (b) 3,1, 4,5,2 
(c)5,3,2,4,1 (d) 5, 2, 4, 1,3 

18. Arrange the given words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Selection 2. Probation 
3.Appointment 4.Interview 

5. Application 6. Advertisement 


(a)5,2,4,3,1,6 (b)6,5,4, 1, 3,2 


(c)6,5,4,3,1,2 (d)5,2,4,1,3,6. 
19. Arrange the given words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Treatment 2. Patient 

3. Diagnosis 4. Doctor 

5. Bill 

(a) 2,4, 3,5, 1 (b) 2,4, 1,3,5 
(c)5,4,1,3,2 (d) 2, 4, 3,1, 5 

20. Arrange the given words in a 
meaningful sequence. 

1. Rain 2. Flood 

3. Relief supplies 4.Monsoon 

5. Rescue 

(a) 4, 1,2, 5,3 (b) 2, 4, 3,5, 


1 
(c)1,4,2,5,3 (d)4,1,2,3,5 @ 


The writer teaches General Ability at 
WTI, Lahore. 
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1, Two numbers are in the ratio 3: 4 
and the product of their LCM and HCF 
is 10800. What will be the sum of the 
numbers? 
(a)75 

© 210(d) 420 


2. The LCM of two numbers is 2079 
and their HCF is 27. If one of the 


(b) 30 


numbers is 189, find the other. 
(a) 189 (b) 297 
(c) 289 (d) 198 


3. The greatest number of six digits 
which, when divided by 6, 7, 8, 9 and 
10, gives 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, respectively, 


as remainder, is: 
(a) 997990 (b) 997920 
(c) 999718 (d) 997918 


4. The smallest number of five digits 
which on being divided by 4, 5, 6 and 
7 leaves 3, 4, 5 and 6 respectively as 


remainder, is: 
(a) 10088 (b) 10080 
(c) 10079 (d) 10790 


5. The smallest number which when 
diminished by 3 is divisible by 21, 28, 
36 and 45 is: 

(a) 1263 (b) 1257 

(c) 1234 (d) 1287 


6. What is the least number which 
when divided by 8, 9, 12 and 15 leaves 
the same remainder 1] in each case? 

(a) 157 (b) 361 

(c)179 (d) 169 


7. The traffic lights at three different 
road crossings change after every 48 
sec, 72 sec and 108 sec, respectively, 
If they all change simultaneously at 
8:20:00 hours, then they will again 
change simultaneously at: 
(a)8:27:12hrs (b) 8:29:24 hrs 
(c)8:27:36hrs (d)8:27:48hrs 


8. Find the greatest number which on 


&l 


dividing 1657 and 2037 leaves 
remainders 6 and 5 respectively. 

(a) 111 (b) 124 

(c) 127 (d) 135 


9, Find the largest number of four 
digits exactly divisible by 12. 15, 18, 
27. 

(a) 1270 (b) 9720 

(c) 1138 (d) 8645 


10. The HCF of two number is 11. and 
their LCM is 693. If one of the 
numbers is 77, find the other. 


(a) 82 (b) 86 

(c)95 (d) 99 

11. Find the LCM of 72, 108 and 2100. 
(a) 27800 (b) 29800 

(c) 37800 (d) 45800 


12. Find the least number which when 
divided by 20, 25, 35 and 40 leaves 
remainders 14, 19, 29 and 34, 


respectively. 
(a) 1236 (b) 1256 
(c) 1345 (d) 1394 


13. Find the largest number which 
divides 62, 132 and 237 to leave the 
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same remainder in each case. 
(a) 35 (b) 25 
(c) 15 (d)5 


14. Find the least number which when 
divided by 5, 6, 7 and 8 leaves a 
remainder 3, but when divided by 9 


leaves no remainder. 
(a) 1683 (b) 2246 
(c) 2346 (d) 2145 


15. Find the greatest possible length 
which can be used to measure exactly 
the lengths 4m 95cm, 9m, and 16m 
65cm. 

(a) 15 (b) 45 

(c)55 (d) 75 


16. Find the least number which when 
divided by 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 leaves the 
same remainder 1 in each case. 

(a) 204 (b) 505 

(c) 554 (d) 604 


17. Three rods of lengths 15 m, 42 m 
and 39 mare to be cut into pieces of 
equal length. What is the greatest 
possible length of each pieces? 

(a)lm (b)2m 

(c) 2.5m (ad) 3m 


18. The least number of square bricks 
required to make the floor of 150 cm 
length and 125 cm width is: 

(a) 25 (b) 30 

(c) 17 (dd) 19 


19, Which is the greatest number 
which will divide 1600 and 1420 
exactly? 

(a) 5 (b) 10 

(ce) 15 (ad) 20 


20, The greatest number which on 
dividing 152, 277 and 427 leaves 
equal remainder, is 

(a) 25 (b) 35 

(c)45 (ad) 55 B) 
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1. ___., universal, proper, singleton 
and power set are a few of the many 


tvpes of sets. 
(a) Finite (b) Infinite 
(c) Subset (d) All of the above 


2. Whenever nm is a non-negative 
integer, a set is said to be finite if it 
contains only _____ distinct elements. 
(a)n (b) n+1 

fon) 


3.An____ setisa finite set. 
(a) innumerable (b) Enumerable 
(c) Both (a! and (bd) None of these 


4. A/an ____ setis one that has no end. 
(a) Non-finite (b) Finite 
ic) Infinite (d) None of these 


5. The ____ isn 

(a) Cardinality of sets 

(b) Cardinal number of sets 
(c) Both (a) and (b) 

(d) None of these 


G. __.. is another name for a 
countably infinite set. 

(a) Pnumerable (b) Denumerable 

(c) Non-numerable (d) Innumerable 


7. In mathematics, countable sets are 
definedas_ 

(aj irute (b) Denumerable 

(c) Both (a) and (b) (dj) None of these 


8. A non-negative even integer set is 


(a) Countable Infinite 
(b) Uncountabile finite 
(c) Countable Finite 

(d) Uncountable Infinite 


9. Infinite sets that can't be counted 
(a) Uncountable infinite sets 
(b) Non-denumerable sets 


(c) Uncountable sets 
(d) All of the above 
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12. If every element of A is also an 
element of B, then _____-. 

(a) Ais called Superset of B 

(b) Bis called Superset of A 

(c) Aand B are Superset 

(d) Bis called Subset of A 


10. A is called a subset of B, if _____- 
element of Ais also an element of B. 
(a) Few (b) None 

(c) Little (d) Every 


11. If every element of A is also an 
element of B, itis denoted by: 

(a ACB (b) AUB 

(c)A-B (d)A+B 


12. If every element of A is also an 
element of B, then: 

(a) Ais called Superset of B 

(b) Bis called Superset of A 

(c) Aand K are Superset 

(d) Bis called Subsetot A 


13. Which of the following is/are a 
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property (properties) of a subset? 

(a) Sets are subsets of one another. 

(b) Every set contains a Null Set, i.e. 
(c) The subset of A will be C if it is a 
subset of B and B is a subset of C. 

(d) All of the above 


14. Which of the following is a 
property of a subset? 

(a) If there are n elements in a finite set, 
there are 2An subsets 

(b) If there are n elements in a finite set, 
there are nA2 subsets 

(c) If there are n elements in an infinite 
set, there are 24n subsets 

(d) If there are n elements in an infinite 
set, there are n42 subsets 


15.If ACBandBC C = ____ 
(ay)C CA (DACC 
(c) AUC (d) A+C 


16. Whenever A is a subset of B, and A 
+B, then Ais called a ___ subset of B. 
(a) Proper (b) Improper 

(c) Finite (ad) Infinite 


17.B____of Aif Aisa proper subset of 
B. 

(adlsnotasubset — (by) Is asubset 

(c) Is notasuperset (ad) None of these 


18. Every set has a null asa 
proper subset, 

(a) = (no 

(c)* abu 

19, Sets are ____ subsets of 
themselves, 

(a) Proper (b) Improper 

(c) Finite (b) Infinite 

20. _... sets, do not contain any 
elements, 

(a) Null (b) Void 

(c) Empty (d) Allof the above LJ 
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JWT Editorial Board 


papers should be done for each subject. On the basis of this, 
syllabus should be divided in two parts: 70% most important 
topics, 30% less important ones. The former should be 
covered from at least two good sources and the latter from 
at least one source. In this way, one will be able to cover more 


inless time. 
Moreover, there is NO need to read extra books if one is 


short of time; stick to the SYLLABUS ONLY. Make short notes 
(headings, quotes, stats, facts, figures, indicative words to 
long stories/lengthy concepts, etc). Usually, aspirants spend 
a lot of time in preparing for Current Affairs (CA) and 
Pakistan Affairs (PA). Don't do that! These should be treated 
as two subjects and not the whole CSS. Moreover, no 
subject(s) should be taken lightly, especially those of Essay, 
Précis and Islamic Studies. Lastly, practice and good paper 
presentation (margins, marker headings, neat hand writing, 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 


background. 
Hashim Masood (HM): I did matriculation from 


The Punjab School and then I went to GC 

University, Lahore, for FSc. For my undergrad, I 

joined LUMS and my major was Management 
Science. One of the major reasons behind choosing 
Management Science was to prepare myself for becoming a 
better administrator after doing CSS. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to Pakistan 
Administrative Service (PAS), what was the feature of this 


service that attracted you most? 
HM: Being an officer of Pakistan Administrative Service 


(PAS), one can bring real and tangible change in society. 


Moreover, PAS is very diverse as it gives a lot 
of opportunities for vertical and horizontal 
mobility. 


JWT: How was your experience at the 


World Times Institute? 
HM: My experience with WTI has been 


amazing. It provided me with an 
opportunity to interact with the best CSS 
aspirants and qualifiers which enabled me 
to have an environment conducive to 
learning. Moreover, I found Sir Adeel Niaz 
and Madam Tehmina Habib very honest, 
dedicated and innovative people with their 
approach of teaching CSS which proved very 
beneficial for me. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to 
making a difference in written part of CSS 


exam? 
HM: First of all, a thorough analysis of past 
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Detailed Marks Sheet, 


AA 


figures & charts) are vital to scoring good 
marks. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are 
considered low-scoring, what was your 
strategy to get through these very 
Papers? 

HM: Analysis of past papers; quality 
material, short notes; practice; and focus on 
good presentation. 


JWT: What was the key to your 


phenomenal success? 
HM: In addition to Allah's blessings, efforts 


of my parents and hard work of my 
teachers, as well as my perseverance and 
self-confidence played a key role in this 
journey. 


JWT: What should be an ideal time table 
for a new aspirant to make sound 


in Pakistan 
CSS 2020-21 


WTI provided me 
with an opportunity to interact with 
the best CSS aspirants 

and qualifiers. 


29 
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preparation for CSS exam? 
HM: I believe 5 to 6 months are more than 


enough to prepare for CSS, for fresh university 
graduates with no background, if they can give 
6-8 hours a day for six days a week. For on-job 
aspirants, giving it 3-4 hours a day for 7 to 8 
months may be sufficient. Nonetheless, it's all 
about consistency. 


JWT: What areas should the new aspirants 


focus while preparing for the CSS exam? 
HM: Aspirants should focus on covering the 


syllabus from quality resources. Don't do PhD 
in any topic. Cover topics generally while giving 
special attention to the dimensions of the 
topics asked in past papers. No subject should 
take more than 10 days. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get 


maximum marks? 
HM: It is very important to dissect the question 


first. Address it directly and don't start writing 
on the topic generally. Quality of your answers 
matters way more than the quantity. However, 
all answers should be of equal length. Headings 
and paper presentation also have significant 
impact on scores. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay, and 
what was your strategy for Précis and 


Composition Paper? 
HM: I structured my essay in an easily 


comprehensible way. I used simple language 
but there were no grammatical errors. My 
outline was of one page. I wrote around 1600 
words for the essay. 


Don't add anything irrelevant just to meet the word limit. 


Never digress from title of the essay. 


As far as English Précis and Composition is concerned, I 


Rapid Fire 


My advice for fresh 
aspirants 

Don't advertise that you're 
preparing for CSS. Don't get 
de-motivated by comparing 
yourself with other 
candidates. Always learn from 
others and improve. Lastly, 
don't let anyone tell you that 
can't do it. If you believe in 
yourself, keep going! 
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focused a lot on the objective part of the exam 
which consists of 50 marks (including 20 
MCQs). 


JWT: How a new aspirant should start 
his/her preparations and what areas should 


(s)he focus? 
HM: Join some academy for a month or so for 


understanding the basics of CSS preparation. 
Start from the subjects you like (optional or 
compulsory). Improve your vocabulary by 


covering GRE Word Lists. 
For Current Affairs, you may also. follow 


official pages of authentic newspapers, 
organizations and think tanks on social media. 
Take help from mobile applications of famous 
news channels (BBC, Al Jazeera, etc.) but do not 
spend more than 30 minutes on this, daily. 
Insofar as the second part of your questions is 
concerned, the aspirants must gather and read 
quality material with an aim to develop their 
analytical abilities. 


My Tips on 

Selection of optional subjects 

Select your optional subjects by keeping in 
mind your academic background, interest, 
length of syllabus, and overlapping attribute of 
the subjects. If you're confused, go for stable 
subjects wherein scores are predictable, like 


/ Political Science, Journalism & Mass Communi- 


cation, Environmental Science, Languages, etc. 
You may also consult CSS Officers who have 
done it recently. 


Notes-making 
Make short notes only (headings, quotes, stats, facts, 


figures, indicative words to long stories/lengthy concepts 
etc), It will help you a lot during revision. I made most of my 
notes in soft form which could be edited, whenever needed. 


I didn't make any notes for GSA as Mian Shafiq’s book is 


Qualification Bsc Hons. 


Aima mater GCU and LUMS 


Schooling medium ~ [English 


Your study schedule 6-10 hours a day 


Your sources Recommended books, 


Academy or Institute you 

joined ° 
1.PAS2.PSP3.FSP 
Diversily, exposure, growth 
Photography, Gun shooting 
Prophet Muhammad (2°)! 
The Prophet by Khalil Jibran 


“And man shall have nothing but what he strives for.” 


Surah Najm: 39 
Secret of your success 


JWT books, authentic 
websites, newspapers and journals _ 
World Times Institute (for Interview) 


Hard work of my parents & teachers in addition to 
my perseverance and devotion 


sufficient and I just used highlighters to highlight 


important points on the book. 
Revision 
Keep 20% of your time for revision, After finishing a 


subject, don't just jump on to the next one without 
revising the previous one. You should revise at least 
twice before taking the actual exams. & 


My Interview Experience 


My interview experience was very different. When | entered 
the interview room, | got the feeling that panel had studied 
my profile very well. The panellists were very courteous 
with me and asked very simple questions, like Pakistan's 


GDP, role of SBP and SECP as regulators and questions 
related to my optional subjects. It seemed as if they had 
made their mind about my allocation even before | entered 
the interview room. From this, | conclude that Psychological | 
Examination has played a key role in my allocation. 
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G6 | joined the WTI in 2020 
for the preparation of 
Viva Voce; that gave me much- 
needed direction regarding the 
interview phase. yy 


In Conversation with 


_ Arsalan Tarig (PAS) 


13th in a 
CSS 2020-21 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 

Arsalan Tariq (AT): 1 did my intermediate from 
Government College University, Lahore. 
Afterwards, I started my Bachelors in Electrical 
Engineering from University of Engineering and 
Technology, Lahore. I also spent a study semester abroad in 
University of Southern Indiana, Evansville, USA as an 
exchange student. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to Pakistan 
Administrative Service (PAS), what was the 
feature of this service that attracted you 


most? 

AT: I opted for Pakistan Administrative 
Service because of the dynamic and ever- 
challenging nature of its assignments. 
Moreover, in PAS, you start your career by 
serving a sub-division and later, you get the 
chance to serve the country on the national 
level. Hence, the opportunity to serve at various 
administrative levels and the responsibility that comes 
with it were the features that attracted me the most. 


JWT: How was your experience at the World Times 
Institute? 

AT: I joined WTI Super Class in 2018. It proved to be very 
helpful for me as it filled certain lacunae in my preparation. 
Moreover, I joined the WTI again in 2020 for the preparation 
of Viva Voce; that gave me much-needed direction 
regarding the interview phase. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 


difference in written part of CSS exam? 
AT: In my opinion, the quality of your content and the way 
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you present that ina holistic yet to-the-point manner makes 
all the difference in the written part. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered low- 
scoring, what was your strategy to get through these 
very papers? 

AT: Instead of following a single source or ready-made 
material available in the market, I tried to gather up-to-date 
information from various reliable sources. I recommend 
reacing the relevant research papers published by various 
institutions during the recent months for a sound 
preparation. Moreover, framing your answer ina 
concise way and the presentation of your 
paper do also matter. 


JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal 
success? 

AT: It was possible due to the grace of Allah 
Almighty, support of my family and hard 
work of my teachers and mentors. In 
addition, my dedication, commitment and 
resilience also played a great role. 


JWT: What should be an ideal time table for a new 
aspirant to make sound preparation for CSS exam? 

AT: Every person has his/her own unique strengths and 
weaknesses; therefore, an ideal timetable looks different 
for everyone. However, in my opinion, 2000-2400 hours of 
preparation might suffice for a university graduate with no 
background. 


JWT: What areas should the new aspirants focus while 
preparing for the CSS exam? 

AT: Prepare the whole syllabus using quality materials, i.e. 
FPSC-recommended books, research papers and reliable 
online sources with up-to-date information. Always 
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prepare for MCQs separately. Moreover, Detailed Marks Sheet JWT: How a new aspirant should start 


the importance of past papers can't be 
denied. 


JWT: How answers should be written to 
get maximum marks? 

AT: Write your answers in a_ specific 
pattern - introduction, main body and 
conclusion/critical analysis. Try to give 
each answer equal time; avoid giving too 
much time to first question and, 
consequently, too little to the last one. 
Moreover, augment your answers with 
official facts and figures. Analyze 
different dimensions of the question 
without getting derailed from the main 
topic. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit 
kept in mind while writing answers? 
AT: Anywhere between 5% and 6% sides is a good rule of 
thumb. However, you should focus more on time limit. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay and what was 
your strategy for Précis and Composition Paper? 

AT: I wrote essay on “IMF bailouts: roads to stability or 
recipes for disaster.” After writing the outline and the 
introduction, I started my arguments on how IMF bailouts 
are recipes for disaster. Next, I explained some arguments 
that posit these bailouts as roads to stability and how these 
arguments don't represent the whole picture. In the end, I 
wrote about the alternatives that can actually help the 
economy, and concluded the essay. 

As far as Précis and Composition paper is concerned, | 
wrote as many précis as I could, and got them evaluated. 


Rapid Fire 


BSc Electrical Engineering 
GCU and UET, Lahore 


based on the study targets 


Compulsory Subjects 


[Essay 
[History of USA [58 
Anthropology [60_ 
| Grand Total |895_| 


My brother 
02 


10 hours a day - on average. However, study schedule was 


FPSC-recommended books; newspapers; World Times ; 


Internet; official reports and research papers 


1. PAS 2, PSP 3. PCS 


his/her preparations and what areas 
should (s)he focus? 

AT: In my opinion, one should start by 
getting the basics right. Reading daily 
newspapers, along with opinions and 
editorials, and creating a journal for 
vocabulary and relevant trivia can prove to 
be really helpful in the start of 
preparation. Moreover, one should start 
preparing compulsory/optional subjects 
side-by-side without wasting any time. 


40 
73 
1 
7 
55 


My Tips on 

Selection of optional subjects 

Selection of subjects should be done after 
thorough research. For this purpose, I 
recommend reading the syllabus and all 
the Examiner Reports available on the 
FPSC website. After perusing the syllabus, 
narrow it down to the subjects that you would like to opt 
for. Keep in mind your academic background, personal 
interest and length of syllabus. After selecting the optional 
subjects, one!should not change the subjects except for 
some extraordinary reasons. 

Notes-making 

I made thorough and comprehensive notes. These notes 
were of much help during revisions. 

Revision 

I believe that 3-4 revisions of the syllabus are sufficient. 


Nature of work 
opportunities 


, immense career growth and diverse 


My Interview Experience 


Music, table tennis 


My interview experience was quite pleasant. 


The panellists asked questions related to my 


Fave quote 


pleased."— Surah AdDuhaa, Ayat 5) 


compulsory and optional subjects. Primarily, 
| was asked analytical and opinion-based 


My brother (43rd CTP; PSP) 


Any CSP from your 
famil 


Your role model 


Dedication, Resilience and Family Support 
My parents 


questions during the interview. However, 
some token questians were also a part of the 
process. i 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 

Arsalan Tariq (AT): I did my O Levels and A 
Levels from Multan, and then went to LUMS 
for my bachelors in Economics and 


Mathematics. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to Pakistan 
Administrative Service (PAS), what was the feature of 
this service that attracted you most? 

AT: PAS is the most impactful group and allows you to 
work in various capacities during your career. Career 
progression is great, and it provides you with the 
opportunity to formulate and implement necessary 

policies for the people of this country. 


. Tarvin os 


\ B@  xapsviree | 


JWT Editorial Board 


JWT: How was your experience at the World Times 
Institute? 

AT: WTI has been of immense help during my CSS 
journey; both for the written exam and the interview. It 
enhanced my knowledge, boosted my exam 
performance capability and polished my skills to achieve 
success. Besides a great faculty, the WTI staff was 
incredibly helpful, and I always found my requirements 
and queries well catered for. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 

AT: Attempting each paper in a way that makes your key 
arguments stand out, and using language, academic 
terms and illustrations specific to each respective 
subject! 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered 
low-scoring, what was your strategy to get through 


these very papers? 
AT: Providing answers that were holistic and tackling the 


question at hand with a wide perspective. Supplement- 
ing these with appropriate examples and statistics also 
works well. 


JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal success? 

AT: Following a consistent routine with sufficient time 
for relaxation as well. Consulting multiple sources and 
focusing on the most relevant bits improved the quality 
of my answers. Combined with this were the relentless 


In Conversation with 


Haroon Sahu (PAS) 


3rd in Pakistan, CSS 2021-22 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


a lot of written practice to improve 


My advice for fresh aspirants expression and ability to communicate ideas 
effectively. 


Always give your best shot in whatever you do 
CSS for that matter. Follow a routine and be 
strong-willed to minimize distractions. It's a 


My Tips on: 

Selection of optional subjects 

Ae Se ROBES Focus on your strengths and interests first, 
and consistent. And ask questions throughout, BBR tsMestelearts many optional subjects as you 
Ure RUC melmeelecusm can using these two parameters. You'll 
Ce mA probably still be left with 1-2 more subjects to 
according to the exam requirements choose, so go for ones you can manage well 
with others given your preparation timeline 
prayers of family and friends. and workload, and those which you believe 

you'll be able to grasp well in lesser time 


JWT: What should be an Ideal time table [RUAGanueoeiaaes Notes-making ; 
Focus on relevant materials and make short 


aT oa Subject anid notes (bullet points), which can easily be 


Preparenen Fer Ces axarny i 
ompulsory Subjects 7 er ] 

* jaatiogs. gone over later on. One does not find the 

AT: The time table should be objectives Essa 7) tiene tO go One® lengtiny notes when the 


based, rather than being time-based 
: ; ot. Bi Précis & Composition = : sig 5 
Setting dally objectives and min! deadline siete, awe 


for course content to cover goes a long way Current Affairs 
in completing syllabi in time, while leaving | Pakistan Affairs Lisanhes _ comfortable with, but pein & 
notebook improves writing speed, if that is 


time for revision and practice. Islamic Studies igi ; 
[Optional Subjects | ap ore to develop. 

JWT: How answers should be written to {| Economics 143 | evision 
mV ° i». Revise your notes and, if you have study 


get maximum marks? Business 
AT: Using proper headings, sub-headings [}|Administraton 

and paragraphs. With statistics and f}|Evropean H story 
examples, it's a good idea to highlight but Mercantile ten __ 
not too excessively. All this makes an f Sociology _|vs 


~ 
Cc 


partner(s), engage in discussion with 
him/them. Revisit all bookmarked online 
sources to freshen up on key 
pointers/statistics/examples. 


| 

| 

| 
a(>| 

| 
_j j| 


| 
boom 
jon 


w 
wo 
L 


answer organized, coherent and more Lb! 4 
. eoV 1 
meaningful. Grand Total | 901 


JWT: Should there be some word limit 
kept in mind while writing answers? 
AT: Word limit, or rather page length of your answers, 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


differs based on writing speed and presentation. The poets io _t parents and my personal ambitions 
empts 


M 
ualification 
5 
1. 
r 
a 


key to a good overall answer is a consistent page length 
for every question with little variation, preferably of 5 
pages for each one. 


(2) 


o|> 


newspapers, magazines and online sources 
joined 


Why PAS? ighly impactful and versatile, with job mobilit 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay, and what 
was your strategy for Précis and Composition Paper? 
AT: It was structured to define the topic first and then 
dissect it into social, political and economic 
dimensions, followed by analysing it from a Pakistan- 
specific lens. As for the précis, I broke it down into 
sections and summarized those, before joining them 
together again to form a coherent piece of writing. 


~< 


[Hobbies —_| Football, gym, college society work 
Abdul Sattar Edhi 
[Fave book —_|Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling 


“Work hard in silence, let success make the 
noise." — Frank Ocean 

fay CP remyewraripnone 

Perseverance, discipline and smart hard work 


Your role model [Myfather 


nT 


JWT: How a new aspirant should start his/her 
Preparations and what areas should (s)he focus? 

AT: Focus on Current Affairs and develop a reading 
habit for articles related to global and local news. That 
develops focus, language skills and knowledge. Also do 


PAS 2. PSP 3. FSP 
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rumental role ; 
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Hb d crisp and Syllabus-orie 

; Wledge which really helpeq He 
4Y on top of all of my s sa 


ubjects. J J 


In Conversation With 


ahangir's World 
Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your 


educational background. ; ; 
Dr Noor ul Huda (DNH): | did my matriculation 


from Presentation Convent High School, 

Sargodha. Then, | completed my intermediate 
education in premedical, topped the MCAT and got admitted 
to the prestigious Allama Iqbal Medical College, Lahore. In 
the meantime, I was also highly enthusiastic about reading 
and writing, and had the honour of being associated with 
LUMS Young Writers' Workshop, and many renowned 
authors, including Usman Tanveer Malik, Fatima Bhutto and 
Musharraf Ali Farooqui. Freshly graduated in early 2020, 1 
immediately started preparing for CSS. 
JWT: Since you have been allocated to Pakistan 
Administrative Service (PAS), what was the feature of 
this service that attracted you most? 
DNH: My dream job was the one where I could create 
the most impact in terms of innovation and diligence. 


about it! 
JWT: How was your experience at the World Times 


Institute? And, how much helpful did you find 
Jahanglir's World Times (JWT) during your 
. preparation? 
DNH: WTI has not just been an institute; it has been my 
home throughout my written and interview preparation. 
Sir Adeel Niaz has been immensely kind in making sure 
that the best of the faculty is made available to us in the 
presence of the most amicable environment so that we 
would be completely focused upon our studies, 
JWT magazine has played an instrumental role in 
providing crisp and syllabus-oriented knowledge which 
really helped me stay on top of all of my subjects. 
JWT: What, In your opinion, Is the key to making a 
difference in the written part of CSS exam? 
DNH: Both quality and quantity matter; not one without 
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chooling medium 


loined 
roup preferences 


cycle of change 

Hobbies Writing (fiction & non fiction), calligraphy painting, reading 
books, exploring esoteric Interests like palmistry and 
numerolog 


ave personalit 


“Hell is the Absence of God” by Ted Chiang 


Fave quote 


n supplanted by 
ses that truly speak 
nds, read as avidly 


air. The day when you're satisfied that 
urself left on it, not 


owed from anyone, is the day when you can 


say that you've made a difference! 


r. Animmaculate presentatio 
x ideas and analy 


Google your best frie 


the othe 
some out-of-the-bo 
out! Make books and 
as one would breathe 
your paper has a distinct mark of yo 


copied or borr 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered low- 
scoring, what was your strategy to get through these very 


papers? 


Rapid Fire’ 
My elder brother, Farrukh Iqbal Khan 


BBS 
| 


Besides, Iwas always attracted to newchallenges anda M 
constantly dynamic work environment. PAS is all Medicine and Surge 
Allama labal Medical College, Lahore 


our study schedule 6-8 hours a daly, eventually taking a few days off 


Your sources JWT, The Economist, Foreign Policy Magazine, Dawn, 
eTribune, IPR! policy briefs, variety of YouTube channels and 
most importantly, Google! 
preparation 


1, PAS 2, PSP 3. IRS 


Otto von Bismarck 


‘The best things In life are free. The second best things are very, 
very expensive. Coco Chanel 


Consistency, wit flexibility, and faith in Allah 
Your role model Franz Kafka 
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DNH: In one word, evaluations! I believe 
that this tough feat can only be 
accomplished by rigorous writing 
practice. I cannot stress this enough! 
Personally, I did three months of 
constant written practice that sharpened 
my reflexes even for this lowest-scoring 
attempt of CSS. This, I believe, is the key. 
JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal success? 
DNH: 1 believe that our generation needs to develop a love of 
books and let go of the ingrained fear associated with risks. I 
was a risk-taker; I had burnt all my boats pertaining to my 
medical and other career prospects. Big rewards require 
endlessly big sacrifices! Be fearless. You only think of a planB 
when vou know plan A is not working. Let go of all the 


others. 


stigmas and stand upright with your dream and your cause, ’ 


and nothing would stop you from acing it 
even if it is your first attempt. It wouldn't 
be easy, but it would be worthit! 

JWT: What should be an Ideal timetable 
for a mew aspirant to make sound 
preparation for CSS exam? 

DNH: It varies. In my case, I utilized my 
post-MBBS vacation just to sit down and 
delve deep into the world of books and 
papers that gave me a thorough grasp of 
history, global affairs and Pakistan Affairs. 
Once I knew that my basics were 
consolidated, I jumped right into the 
classroom with full force in May when my 
questions had considerable maturity and I 
knew that the teachers won't have to 
spoon-feed me. By October, my notes were 
all done and onwards till February, all of 
my time was dedicated to revision with 
written evaluation every other day. Plan 
ahead! It's a competition; you must always 
stay ahead of your contemporaries. 

JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks? 

DNH: Be as illustrative and creative as possible. Don't be 
afraid to experiment with new techniques of answering, you 
have nothing to lose but only experience to gain! However, 
your mentor is the compass needle here. Once you've done 
your part, respect your mentors and follow their advice on 
your crafts. 

JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind while 


writing answers? 
DNH: There is no such generalization, However, do maintain 


English Essay 


GSA 
Current Affairs 


Islamiat_ 


Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


Stay humble. Leave all the excuses behind. 
ee CU CUCM uum rest of the questions cover a similar 
you're done. Always be the most respectful to Baio gea nas 


Detailed Marks Sheet 
____ Subject 
Compulsory Subjects 

English Précis & Composition | § 


Pakistan Affairs. a “ieee 


Optional Subjects 
Political Science.” : 


My Interview Experience 


|had a remarkably pleasant interview experience. The pane! mostly asked questions regarding world history 
The key is to offer leading answers that would pique thelr interest As an aside, your psychological interview 
recommendation matters a lot. Make sure that you prove yourself as @ leader, nol a boss, and demonstrate 
your ability with your natural wit. In my case, they were very surprised by my interests in numerology, 
calligraphy and palmistry. You just need to justify your natural personality, don't be extravagant or artificial, 
and you'll see your interview being transformed into a cordial discussion rather than a grilling session. 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


a general discipline in the exam. If 
question number 1 happens to 
encompass 8 pages, make sure that the 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay 
and what was your strategy for Précis and Composition 
Paper? 

DNH: Essay should be kept simple, with a sprinkling of wit, 
sane judgement, and an element of validity with strong 
backing by opinion-makers and analysts. 

As for the précis, please don't cram any synonyms, word 
pairs or the likes. Make your general reading better and 
you've done half the job! Practice rigorously and you've 
definitely aced the whole game. 

JWT: How a new aspirant should start 
his/her preparations and what areas 
should (s)he focus? 

DNH: Start by general reading and gaining 
knowledge of the basics. Even if you can't 
start from the dry books and boring 
journals, start reading any genre of your 
liking! Be it sci-fi, horror or rom-com, just 
make your habit of sitting with the books for 
6-8 hours before anything else. 

As for the second part, basics first! Please 
get your grammar and handwriting sorted 
before you take the leap towards gigantic 
arguments and analyses. Remember, we 
must take baby steps. 


My Tips on 
Selection of optional subjects 

Ditch the myths of trending and non 
trending. In the end, it is always the man 
behind the gun. Choose the subjects that 
attract you the most, After that, stick by them and do your 
best, there's no going back. 

Notes-making 

Follow the past papers and the syllabus as you would follow a 
compass needle, stay within their ambit, Don't be extraneous 
Revision 

Start your revision and notes-making with your regular 
session of the classes, 
don't wait till the end to 
begin your revision, & 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 

Mehak Fatima (MF): 1 completed my schooling 
and FSc (Pre-engineering) from DPS Faisalabad. 
I chose LLB as a means. Simultaneously, | did 
Masters in International Relations from the 

Punjab University. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to Police Service of 
Pakistan (PSP), what was the feature of this service 

that attracted you most? 

MF: Ample opportunities to protect the life, 
honour and property of people distinguishes 
the Police Service of Pakistan from other 
occupational groups. Since this Service is 
the starting point of the criminal justice 
system of the country, it enables an officer 
to provide relief and justice at the grassroots 
level. 


JWT: How was your experience at the World 
Times Institute? 

MF: WTI is a one-window service unit. I was able to get all 
sorts of assistance - lectures, notes, evaluations, 
magazines, textbooks and interview preparation, and so 
on - on the campus. My experience at WTI with the staff 
and the students was very pleasant and it is indeed a 
memorable part of my journey. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 


In Conversation witht” 


My advice for 
fresh aspirants 


CSS “Ek aag ka 
dariya hal, aurdoob 
k jana hai.” 


JWT Editorial Board 


MF: Focus more on analysis and less on ratta (rote 
learning). 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered 
low-scoring, what was your strategy to get through 
these very papers? 

MF: just keep in mind three things: 

1. MCQS deserve special preparation. 

2. Include as much references as possible. 

3. Give an effective introduction with a unique hook. 


JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal 

success? 

MF: It was determination, extreme loyalty with 
the time-tables and skills of creative writing. 


JWT: What should be an ideal time table 
for a new aspirant to make sound 
preparation for CSS exam? 
MF: New aspirants should prepare for one 
subject in one month. Start with the 
compulsory subjects. Once the initial preparation 
of all the compulsory and optional subjects is done, 
revise those, at least, two times before appearing in the 
final exam. Give one week to every subject in the first 
revision. The second revision or the final-exam revision is 
a'one subject, one day’ exercise. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks? 

MF: First, understand the demand of 
question. Start with a quote <r aon qd 


6"" in Pakistan, CSS 2021-22 


_ First-ever Female Candidate to 
Top Police Service of Pakistan 


66 WTI is a one-window 
service unit. | was able to 
get all sorts of assistance — 
lectures, notes, evaluations, 
magazines, textbooks and 
interview preparation and 

so on — on the campus.99 
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introduction with a hook. Give 
examples, comparisons, charts, 
maps, etc. Try to include not-so- 
very-common ideas and material in 
your answers. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

MF: The minimum length should be 
six pages; there is no limit on the 
maximum. However, all the four 
long questions should be 
approximately equal in word count. 


JWT: How did you structure your 
Essay and what was your strategy 
for Précis and Composition Paper? 
MF: I attempted essay on “Do not 
waste water even if you are at a 
running stream.” Since it was an 
issue-based essay, therefore, the 
structure was: 

1. Introduction. | 

2. How water is being wasted. 

3. Why water should not be wasted. 

4. Ways to preserve water. 

5. Conclusion. 

Use of perfect punctuation marks is 
the secret of my success in Essay 
and Précis and Composition 
papers. Punctuation marks add to 
the persuasiveness of your written 
expression. 


contact. 


JWT: How a new aspirant should 


Rapid Fire 


Attempts 


Your sources 


Academy or Institute you 
joined preparation 


1. PSP 2. PAS 3, PCS 4, FSP 


y PSP? It provides opportunities to protect the life, honor and 
prope of people 
laying chess 


‘ave personal Kasparov 


of Utmost Happiness by Arundhati Ro 


Fave quote “There is a way to be good again." — Khaled Hosseini 
he Kite Runner, 


Your role model 


f=) 


S\e 


Dawn, Foreign Affairs, Green Book, World Times, one 
textbook and at least two reference books for each subject 
World Times Institute (for both the written and interview 


fer) 


3| = 


al 


bs | 


My Interview Experience 


My interview lasted for around 30 minutes. ! 
greeted the panellists in an energetic tone 
and they asked me to have a seat. Mr 
Chairman asked me what | was doing those 
days. | told him that | was preparing for the 
interview since the written exams were over. 
He asked me in what area | wanted to get 
interviewed. | offered foreign policy. A lot of 
questions on Pakistan's policies towards 
Afghanistan, Taliban and India were asked. 
The other panellists asked questions from 
International Law, Pak-india History, British 
History, 1973 Constitution, US History and 
WWII. The interview was a Combination of 
token and opinion-based questions. It ended 
with some questions on why PSP was my 
first preference. | answered all the questions 
with supreme confidence and compliant eye 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


Detailed Marks Sheet 
| Subject | Marks | 


ompulsory Subjects 


start his/her preparations and 
whatareas should (s)he focus? 
MF: Initially, it is better to self- 
study both compulsory and 
optional subjects to get an 
overview. Afterwards, attend 
lectures of, and seek guidance 
from, subject specialists. 

For the second part of your 
question, I would say that clarity of 
basic concepts is a must. 


\ My Tips on 

; Selection of optional subjects 
There are two broad categories of 
optional subjects. First is the one 
for which cramming is required 
and there is limited scope of 
creative writing, e.g. Environmental 
Science, General Ability, Public 
Administration, International Law, 
Constitutional Law and Political Science. Second 
category requires a lot of self-writing and analysis, 
e.g. International Relations, Sociology, Gender 
Studies and Criminology. It is up to the aspirant to 
see what suites his/her nature so as to score as high 
as possible. 

Notes-making 

Make one-page notes on A4 blank sheets for every 
topic. Keep separate files for notes of all your 
subjects, 

Revision 

In the final revisions, only revise notes and lectures. 
Do not go for new materials. Do not forget to revise 
MCQs of the past papers. © 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 
Salman Yousaf (SY): | did my matriculation 
from Divisional Public School, Lahore, and FSc 
(Pre-engineering) from the prestigious 
Government College 
University, Lahore. Afterwards, 1 
pursued Bachelors in Mechanical 
Engineering from NUST and 
graduated in the year 2020. 


Subject 


Essa 
JWT: Since you have been allocated 
to Pakistan Administrative Service 
(PAS), what was the feature of this 
service that attracted you most? 

SY: Pakistan Administrative Service 
(PAS) is one of the most prestigious 
occupational groups which offers 
vast mobility to officers and provides 
them first-hand interaction with the 
people to address governance- and 
policy-related issues. 


urrent Affairs 
akistan Affairs 


JWT: How was your experience at 
the World Times Institute? 

SY: WTI has played a pivotal role in 
my interview preparation. I joined the interview session 
and learned a lot in the syndicate discussions. Moreover, 
mock interviews helped me identify the areas of 
improvement. In a nutshell, my experience at WTI was 
very enriching. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, Is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 
SY: 1 believe in a three-pronged strategy to ace the written 


“| joined the interview session and learned a lot inthe 
syndicate discussions. Moreover, mock interviews 
helped me identify the areas of improvement.” 


7th in Pakistan 
CSS 2021-22 
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Grand Total 


oriented smart study. 


JWT: How a new aspirant 
should start his/her 
preparations? 

SY:I would suggest aspirants 
to review subjects’ 
before choosing optional 
subjects and then start 


JWT Editorial Board 


part of examination: knowledge, analysis and presenta- 
tion. Candidates should read relevant books along with 
the editorials and analyses from the international 
newspapers. To substantiate arguments, one can add 
quotes and facts and figures in the answers. Lastly, good 
presentation of an answer can always improve marks. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are 
considered low-scoring, what was your 
strategy to get through these very papers? 

SY: Since majority of the candidates fail one 
of the compulsory subjects, my first goal was 
to prepare each one of them to such a level 
that I don't fail at least. Secondly, I identified 
the subjects in which I could score really well. 
GSA resonated with my science and 
engineering background and similarly, I had 
a good knowledge of Pakistan 
history/affairs. So, I put in more efforts 
} towards these two subjects. I would advise 
candidates to identify their strong and weak 
areas in the same manner. 


JWT: What was the key to your phenome- 
nal success? 

SY: The key to my 

success was goal- 


! 


syllabi 
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My Interview Experience 
My interview started with a brief introduction and a couple of questions from Islamiat. Most of the questions asked by 
the panellists were related to my optional subjects, world history and current affairs, e.g. renaissance, 


enlightenment, reign of terror, Manhattan project, Russia-Ukraine conflict, etc. One of the panellists asked the name 
of Thomas Paine's magazine and when | couldn't recall, he dropped a hint that I just needed some “common sense" 
to answer (he question...the panellist burst into laughter and others joined him too. | believe it is rightly said that 
interview is nothing but atest of nerves, and my composure definitely made the difference. 


Detailed Marks sheet writing and argumentation skills. 


Qualification 


Alma mater 
q English 


Your study schedule 8-10 hours a da 


Your sources FPSC-recommended books, Internet, JWT magazine, 
documentaries 

Academy or Institute you| World Times Institute (for interview) 

oined 


IGroup preferences__|1. PAS 2. PSP 3. PCS 


Why PAS? \t offers vast horizontal and vertical mobility along with the 


JWT: How answers should be written to get 
maximum marks? 

SY: To get maximum marks, answers should meet 
the following criteria: 

1. Structured and organized into various headings. 
2. Definite and to the point. 

3. Well-substantiated with facts and arguments. 
4. Well-presented and written neatly. 


gineering 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in 
mind while writing answers? 

SY: Word limit depends on the typé of the 
>a 8) Question and the time available. However, since 
i all questions carry equal marks, there should be a 
subtle balance between them. 


ability to directly interact with the public and resolve its issues. 


[Hobbies ——_._ [Playing badminton, e-gaming, reading books 
[Fave personality __|Nelson Mandela 


Fave book 


life interesting.” —Paulo Coelho ho tlt, on all 
parents, and my humble efforts 


Secret of your success 


JWT: How did you struéture your Essay and 


what was your strategy for Précis and Composl- 
tion paper? 

SY:1 didn't follow one specific structure for essay 
but amalgamated various techniques instead. I started my 
essay introduction with an anecdote, provided thesis 
statement at its end, wrote 14-15 paragraphs of 110-120 
words each, provided two case studies separately for 


preparation from the one which seems most interesting. 
Set mini goals and study smartly to achieve them. 


JWT: What should be an Ideal time table for a new 
aspirant to make sound preparation for CSS exam, and 
what areas should (s)he focus? substantiating my point of view, and then concluded the 
Sy: Every aspirant will have his/her essay with a quote at the end. 
own journey and his/her own My advice for fresh aspirants For Précis and Composition paper, | 
timeline depending upon his/her | would advise fresh aspirants to seek motivation used to practice précis writing, 
educational background and from the inside, make unflinching efforts, study ina smart comprehension task and 
any other professional UE alate alg Loaner Meta translation exercises once a 
S AMSioue 5, *] an accident, Its always the , y saa , 
nt ag But generally resull of high intention, sincere effort, and intelligent execution; week. Therefore, during the 
speaking, a candidate can itrepresents the wise choice of many alternatives - choice, exam, I was very comfortable at 
prepare a 100-mark subject in not chance, determines your destiny," solving these questions. 
15-20 days on average by studying Moreover, | focused on vocabulary 
up to 8 hours a day. building from the start of my 
As for the second part of your question, | would advise | preparation journey, and it definitely helped me in final 
new aspirants to choose subjects wisely considering their | exam. @ 
educational profiles and any overlapping with other 
subjects. In addition to that, they should polish their 


My Tips on 
Selection of optional subjects Notes-making Revision 
Here are some points toremember: 4. Make concise notes from day one. 1. Spare at least last two months before 
1. Choose those subjects in which you feel most | 2.Useamulti-colour pen. examination for revision. 


comfortable and interested. 3, Make e-notes, especially for Current Affairs. 2. Try not to burden yourself by adding more and 


2. Regional language ylelds good marks; more content. 
therefore, optit. 3, Revise one subject ata time. 
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educational background. 


Mehran UET, and I have 
studied a semester 

abroad in Grand Valley State 
University, USA. 


JWT: Since you have 
been allocated to 
Police Service of 
Pakistan (PSP), what 
was the feature of this 
service that attracted you 


most? 
SM: The idea of being a part of a 


uniformed force that works 24/7 to 
help the public really attracted me. 


JWT: How was your experience at the 
World Times Institute? 

SM: | think my interview experience at 
WTI was quite helpful. Regular mock 
interviews and the competitive 
environment enabled me to succeed. I 
was able to identify my mistakes and 
work on them under the direction of 
dedicated mentors. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key 
to making a difference in written part 
of CSS exam? 

SM: In my opinion: 

1. Conceptual clarity on what you are 
writing. 

2. Simple but effective communication 
- the idea is to communicate the 
message as effectively as you can 
without getting too flowery. 

3. Facilitate the examiner by a 
comprehensive introduction and a 


positive conclusion, 

4. Use communicative headings, 
separate evidence/example 
paragraphs and flowcharts/diagrams. 
5. Always remember that the answer 
sheet is to facilitate the examiner to 
understand your knowledge better, not 
to beautify the paper. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects 
are considered low-scoring, what was 


your strategy to get through? 
SM: Practice Essay and Précis the most 


and play it safe. Develop a solution- 
oriented approach for Current Affairs 
and Pakistan Affairs, Finally, Islamiat 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of 
all, please tell us about your 


Shahzaib Mushtaq (SM): lama 
Mechanical Engineer from 


enabled me to 
succeed.” 


In Conversation with 


Shahzaib 


Musht 
(5?) 


9th in Pakistan; 
1” in Sindh (R) 
CSS 2021-22 
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and GSA deserve a lot of time and attention as they 
normally have a good scoring potential. 


JWT: What was the key to your phenome- 
nal success? 


SM: I understood the mind of the 
examiner and the conditions of my 
exam. No professor of Political 
Science will give me a high 
score if I write as a student 
of English literature. 
And this applies to 
every subject. So, 
understand the nature 
of your examiner and 
then facility him/her in 
reading your arguments in as 
little time and with as little 
discomfort as possible. 


JWT: How a new aspirant should 


start his/her preparations? 
SM: One should select one's optional 


subjects and start from the easiest 
subject with the shortest syllabus. 
During this journey, the biggest 
challenge is to overcome the 
overwhelming nature of the task, 
which can be done by dividing the 
workload and only focusing on one or 
two subjects at a time. Lastly, one feels 
a sense of achievement in completing 
the first subject, which creates a 
momentum for other subjects. 


JWT: What should be an ideal time 
table for a new aspirant to make 


Detailed Marks sheet 
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Grand Total | 8 


sound preparation for CSS exam, 


and what areas should (s)he focus? 
SM: Anywhere between six months 


and one year should be enough. I 
personally took longer as I could not 
get the right direction in the first 
attempt. I was very clear in what to do 
in my second attempt though. 
Naturally, I was never cent per cent 
sure, but it worked. 

In my opinion, aspirants should be 
careful with their choice of optional 
subjects and should only read 
quality material in their preparation. 
Relying on notes and guidebooks is a 
recipe for disaster. 


JWT: How answers should be 


written to get maximum marks? 
SM: First and foremost, interpret the 


question correctly and understand 
the keywords. If the examiner has 
asked three things, you must answer 
all those and with the weight that the 
examiner intended. Then, facilitate 
the examiner with a comprehensive 
introduction, communicative 


Rapid Fire 


Schooling medium 


Your study schedule 


unparalleled. 


Deng Xiaoping, I'm personally very inspired by the Chinese 


success stor. 


My father always saw the potential in me to qualify. Later, 
encouragement of my uncle (Zulfigar Ali Memon) and my 
cousin's allocation to PAS proved decisive. 


B.E. (Mechanical Engineering 


8-12 hours a day, in 3 sections 

The first one was for studying new material/ subjects. The 
second one for any subject | liked, and the last one for online 
lectures/videos/documentaries/podcasts. 

Textbooks by foreign authors, | used to have at least 3-4 
different textbooks that I referred to for various portions of 


Your sources 
the syllabus. | also used magazines like Foreign Affairs and 
read research papers of National Defense University. 
Academy or Institut e you|World Times Institute (for interview) 
joined 


1. PSP 2. PAS 3. PCS 
1 chose PSP because it is the first point of contact between 
the citizen and the state when they are in most distress. 


Secondly, the social recognition of 


| have be en a public speaker and debater 
workout, which helps me manage stress and focus. | would 

definitely recommend aspirants to have a hobby during css 
aration and to maintain regular social interaction. 


My Interview Experience 


It was a great experience overall. The 
scope of questions was expansive; 
ranging from Current Affairs, European 
History and Pakistan History. | am glad | 
was able to answer most of them. We 
also had a long discussion on the 
Afghan Crisis and evaluated it through 
various lens. | left the interview feeling 
confident, Alhamdulillah 


My Tipson 


good police officers is 


. L also jog and 


Political Order and Political Decay by Francis Fukuyama 


“Philosophers have merely interpreted the world in various ways. 
The point, however, is to change it— Karl Marx 


Sanaullah Abbasi (Serving DG FIA 


Revision 


headings, separate 
evidence/example paragraphs and 
flowcharts/diagrams. And always 
remember that this activity is to 
facilitate the examiner, not to 
beautify your paper. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 


answers? 
SM: Each of my answers was usually 


7-8 pages in length. But I have seen 
people gain good scores with 
answers that were 4-5 pages in 
length. So, firstly, you must focus on 
correct interpretation, then 
relevance, then quality arguments 
and only after these, one must see if 
the length can be increased. 


JWT: How did you structure your 
Essay and what was your strategy 
for Précis and Composition Paper? 

SM: An essay is your opinion on a 
given topic. So, one must be very 
careful in writing one's thesis 
statement. After that, one must focus 
on expanding and justifying one's 
thesis statement. It is as simple as 


that. 
For Précis, my best tip would be to 


spend 80% of your time reading the 


passage and only 20% on writing. 


Selection of optional subjects 
Keep your own interest in mind. Forget about this 


subject complementing that subject - as every 
subject is unique. Choose technical subjects like 
Physics, Economics and Mathematics only if you 


have a background in those. 
Notes-making 
a. Make long notes in the first phase of your 


preparation when you are new. Focus on definitions, 
key concepts, examples, facts, quotations, data, 


unique arguments and technical terms/phrases. 
b. Make short notes when there are 3-4 months left in 


the exam. This is an important exercise as you would 
only have 1-2 hours of revision time before exams. If 
you don't have personalized and organized notes 
before exams, you would forget most of the unique 
ideas/arguments/examples that you would discover 
during your preparation. 


a. Revision is the key, join a test series to make sure 


you keep revising your subjects. 
b. Make sure you go to a mentor who gives you 


individual feedback on your written work) 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 

Ghazanfar Perdakh (GP): | completed my 
school and college education from Unique 
Public School and College, Chichawatni. After 
that, 1 did my bachelors in Computer Science 
from University of Engineering and Technology (UET), 
Lahore. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to Pakistan 
Administrative Service (PAS), what was 

the feature of this service that 
attracted you most? 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


6b WTI helps you build a solid 
conceptual foundation 
which fs crucial for your 
CSS preparation. 


In Gonversation with 


GHAZANFAR PERDAKH (PAS) 
10th in Pakistan - CSS 2021-22 


ry) 


JWT Edit. Board 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 

GP: The most important thing is practice. People often 
forget that this is a “written” exam. You may have read a 
lot of books, but if you do not translate your thoughts into 
words on paper in an organized manner within the 
allocated time, you cannot pass the written exam. 
Therefore, aspirants should focus on improving their 
writing skills and speed through practice. Just remember: 
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an 
act but a habit.” 

Furthermore, presentation of paper is also very important 
and it can turn an average score into a very good one, so 
aspirants should try to include maps, diagrams, 
flowcharts and tables to embellish their answers. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered 
low-scoring, what was your strategy to get through 
these very papers? 

GP: It consisted of: 

1. Reading latest research papers and 
journals published by think tanks, like 


GP: The multidimensional nature of 
PAS attracted me the most. Being a part 
of this service, you not only get the 
chance to serve the public directly at 
ground level but also the chances to 
make a broader societal impact through 
policymaking. 


Subject 


JWT: How was your experience at the 
World Times Institute? 

GP: WTI helps you build a_ solid 
conceptual foundation which is crucial 


Curre airs 


IPRI, ISS] and Congressional Research 
Service (CRS); rather than relying on 
outdated material of old books. 

2. Staying relevant to the topic at hand 
and focusing on contemporary events. 
3. Substantiating my opinions with 
authentic facts and figures 

4. Presenting case studies to critically 
analyze an issue and providing viable 
solutions and remedies. 


for your CSS preparation. Furthermore, 
the teachers at WTI are really helpful 
and they always encourage you to think 
critically. 
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International Law 60 
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JWT: What should be an ideal time 
table for a new aspirant to make 
sound preparation for CSS exam, and 
what areas should (s)he focus? 

GP: As the Greek maxim goes, “Know 


CamScanner 


Rapid Fire 
Your inspiration _| Fulfilling the life-long dream of my father 


ing medium 
schedule 


‘il 


journals, research papers 
y or Institute you | World Times Institute (for interview) 


i 


** 


Group preferences PAS 
Multidimensional nature 


ave quote 
Secret of 


thyself;” aspirants should first do a careful introspection 
to determine their strengths and weaknesses and then 
make a timetable, accordingly, which suits them best. 

Insofar as the second part of your question is concerned, I 
would advise new aspirants to build a solid knowledge 
base and develop a yearning for learning. Most 
aspirants face difficulty in developing the reading 
habit; this is because they are not interested 
in the subject matter and they often find 
it boring and tedious and thus end 


up cramming the subject knowledge: but-al 


ER ED TSM 
IBS ComputerScience 
UET, Lahore F, 
Enagli ‘J 


glish 
6-8 hours a day, 6 days a week for 13-14 months 


FPSC-recommended books, online sources (news articles, R 


My Interview — 
Experience’ 
Interview iS enot 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


My Tips 

Selection of optional subjects 

Scoring trend should not be your primary criterion for choosing 
an optional subject as it changes every year. Choose subjects 
that pique your interest and also match your degree subjects 
Notes-making 

Identify the various dimensions of each topic from the past 
papers and make comprehensive notes which cover all the 
dimensions of that topic in detail 

Revision 

Shorten your notes fo one-pagers and try to take as many 
mock exams as you can 


directly from the question. This technique will 
facilitate the examiner in assessing your paper 
and will give an impression that you fully 
understand the question along with its various 
aspects, and are addressing them all one by one 
in the answer. Make sure to use markers, 
margins, diagrams, maps and flowcharts to 


embellish your answers. 
JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind 


while writing answers? 
GP: There is no word limit as such but a good answer 
should have a minimum of 6 pages and maximum of 10 


pages. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay and 
what was your strategy for Précis and 

Ee Composition Paper? 

GP: For Essay: 

1. Introduction 


character. It i$ important tha 
but what matters mostfo the pan: feact aft 
some questions: Do you keep your, rand stay calm and 
confident or do you start’ getting netvoUs and let these dropped 
questions affect the restof yourinterview?,My advice to aspirants is that 
it's OK even if you drop some questions but don'tlose your composure 
and stay calm and always maintain’eye contact with the panellists. 
Furthermore, if you have only superficial knowledge of a subject, you 
won't be able to impress the panellists. For example, | was asked by a 
panellist about the Battle of Waterloo and after answering the question, 
|’added that this is where the idiom “meet one's Waterloo” originated 
because Napoleon suffered his decisivé defeat ‘at Waterloo. The 
panellist was pleasantly surprised to hear that and that particular 
interviewer did not ask any more questions, 

Overall, the interview was a greal experience and | felt Very 

| comfortable. The key to success in interview is to 
maintain your composure. 


without developing a 
conceptual clarity. That is why 
when they are asked to 
critically examine a 
situation/topic in exams, they 
fai] to do so owing to their lack 
of deeper understanding of 
the topic. So, I would 
encourage new aspirants to 
read books, journals, watch 
political documentaries and 
infographic videos on 
YouTube to develop a solid 
knowledge base. 


Starting with an anecdote to 
attract the examiner's interest 
and ending the paragraph with 
my thesis statement. Thesis 
statement should clearly 
express your stance on the 
topic and it should not be 
generic 

2. Body Paragraphs 

a. Definition/Explanation of 
topic (if required) 

b. Presenting the opposing 
view to my stance in thesis 
statement 

c. Arguments in favour of, and refuting 


alter you drop 


JWT: How answers should be written to 
get maximum marks? 

GP: The most important thing is relevancy. If you try 
to fill the pages with irrelevant stuff, you'll be penalized 
by the examiner. Be precise and relevant, Another 
important thing is to take headings and subheadings 


Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


the arguments presented in opposition to, 
my stance 

3, Way forward /recommendations 

4, Conclusion 

Vor Précis and Composition, the key is to attempt the past 
papers and have your work assessed by subject experts. ro) 


CSS is a long, arduous and tiresome journey. So, it is Important to take care of your physical and mental health. 


Take breaks and relax whenever required. Always maintain a balance iniife: 


All in One - Book XIV | 335 


CamScanner 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background. 
Dr. Ahmad Sher Zaman Dogar (DASZD): My 
schooling has been from Divisional Public 
School, Burewala. I graduated from Allama 
Iqbal Medical College, 
Lahore, in 2019. During my MBBS from 
AIMC, I completed a BSc from Punjab 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


JWT Editorial Boarg 
ened my reflexes. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 

DASZD: | believe that your analysis should be very wide, 
After 2016, CSS exam has shifted to opinionated 
questions where one's own analysis and 
opinion on any topic matters the most, 
Second, a perfect expression of the 
opinion helps you to excel in this 
cutthroat competition. 


University. 
I attended Asian Science Camp at Indian Compulsory Subjects 
Institute of Sciences Bengaluru in 2016.1 Essa 


also attended SUSI Student Leadership 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects 


Program at University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, USA, where I studied public 
policy in 2017. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to 
Pakistan Administrative Service (PAS), 
what was the feature of this service 
that attracted you most? 

DASZD: I believe that PAS provides 
multiple and diverse opportunities to 
serve the people. 


JWT: How was your experience at the 

World Times Institute? 

DASZD: During my preparation for written exam, | 
attended online session of WTI due to Covid-19 wave. It 
proved instrumental in my preparation for this part of the 
exam. 

Later, I joined interview session at WTI where Ma'am 
Tehmina and Sir Jawad played a key role in preparing me 
for the final interview. Mock interview further strength- 


are considered low-scoring, what was 
your strategy to get through these 
very papers? 

DASZD: Low scores in compulsory 
subjects can be compensated by scoring 
high in optional ones and the interview. 

However, my focus was on Essay and 
Islamiat papers. I picked up only a few 
themes for both and then prepared 
them thoroughly. 


JWT: What was the key to your 
phenomenal success? 

DASZD: Firstly, hard work is the key to 
success. There is no shortcut. You will have to burn the 
midnight oil. 

Secondly, a very clear vision of your goal motivates you to 
make endeavours for it. Lastly, Allah is All-Doing. 
Anything done with noble intentions to serve the masses 
is rewarded in this world and the hereafter. 


“During my preparation for written exam, I 
attended online session of WTI due to Covid-19 
wave. It proved instrumental in my preparation for 


this part of the exam.” 


In Conversation with 


Dr. Ahmad Sher 


Zaman Dogar (PAS) 
13th in Pakistan 
CSS 2021-22 
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My advice for fresh aspirants’ 

Choose your optional subjects very carefully, Ignore the scoring trends and graphs present on the 
Internet. When you start preparing an optional, do critical analysis of any topic. Don't waste time on 
cramming. Try to be innovative in your approach during essay, and all papers. Write simple, short, on- 


point and crystal-clear stuff! 


JWT: How a new aspirant 
d start his/her preparations? 


shoul 
DASZD: | believe that optional subjects should be 
prepared first; one optional at a time. Meanwhile Current 
Affairs stuff can be studied daily from newspapers and 


online resources. 
I prepared Essay, Current Affairs and 
Pakistan Affairs at the end by short-listing 
important topics, and prepared different 
dimensions of them. 


it. One part comprised 


JWT: What should be an ideal time } ’ 
from optional subjects. H 


table for a new aspirant to make 
sound preparation for CSS exam, and 
what areas should (s)he focus? 
DASZD: It is a very subjective question 
but I believe that 5-6 months are sufficient 

for a good preparation. In this period, you should 
study at least 5-6 hours daily. You should have a 
healthy diet and lifestyle along with it to bear the 


well. Panel asked 
opinion on anumbe 


Atternpts 


My Interview Experience 
My interview went great. It lasted 
for 40 minutes. There were two parts of 


part was very interesting and jolly as 


Your inspiration 


while writing answers? 

DASZD: No, there isn't any word limit. But each of my 
answers spanned, on average, 4-5 pages. In my opinion, 
your entire focus should be on answering the 
dimension(s) of the topic that has/have been asked in the 
question. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay 
and what was your strategy for Précis 
and Composition Paper? 

DASZD: | didn't follow the typical rule 
of introduction and conclusion for 
the Essay paper. 

My essay was on ‘Pros and Cons of 

Globalization’ and I designed the outline 
with 6-7 pros and 6-7 cons. Similarly, I 


typical questions 
owever, the second 


me about my 
rof topics. 


/ Detailed’ Marks Sheet 


My father 
01 


stress. 


Qualification 


BSc., MBBS 


For the second part of the question: 


. , Alma ma 
1. Find those parts of the syllabus of optional 


Schooling medium 


ter Allama Iqbal Medical College Lahore 
English 


subjects that are of extreme importance. As much 


Your study schedule 


5-6 hours daily, at night 


as 80% of exam is through it. Your sou 


rces FPSC-recommended and JWT books 


2. Build your own analysis on every topic. Examiner 
would be more interested in versatile opinion. 
Don't try to cram opinions of others. 

3. Use multiple lenses while making your analysis. 
4. Your thoughts on any topic should be very simple 
and logical as well. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get 
maximum marks? 

DASZD: You should hit the bull's eye. There is no 
need for introductions or conclusions. Just write 
what the examiner has asked in the question. Each 


and every paragraph of your answer sheet should express 


what the examiner is interested in. 


Academy or Institute you joined |World Times Institute 


1. PAS 2, PSP 3. PCS 
Why PAS? More opportunities for public service 


CR at college ; attended student leadership program at 
State depart USA and University of Massachusetts; 
Attended Asian science camp India | 


Holy Prophet yz 


Hobbies & extracurricular 
achievements 


Fave personality 

Fave quote 

Secret of your success 
Your role model 


“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” 
Hard work with a vision 
My father 


wrote half of my essay on pros and other half on cons. I 
believe that simplicity and clarity in thoughts makes 
writing an essay very easy. py 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind 
My Tips on 


Selection of optional subjects 

Choose those optional subjects that 
are interesting to and easy for you. 
Ignore the scoring trends and just 
focus on your preparation, Ignore 
Popular opinions and do your own 


research on each and every subject. 

Notes-making 

Try to make short notes of a subject 
as they can be revised in an hour or 
two. Instead of e-notes, write with 
your own hands, Hand-written 


notes are always easy to recall. 
Revision 

Your revision must start in January. 
Keep updating your notes while in 
the revision phase. 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, please 


tellus about your educational background. 
Neha Naveed (NN): 1 did my © levels from 


Beaconhouse School System and A levels from St. 

Patrick's High School. Since my true passion was 

to delve deeper into the wonders of English 

Literature, | admitted myself to a BA (Hons.) 
program, followed by a yearlong Master's program to pursue 
the subject in detail. While Twas in university, | also got the 
chance to learn and study French for two years. 


JWT: Since you have been allocated to 
Foreign Service of Pakistan (FSP), what was 
the feature of this service that attracted you 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


JWT Editorial Board 


gain mastery over it. This, in turn, would enable you to write 
an answer that would convey the originality of your work to 
the examiner. 


JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects are considered low- 
scoring, what was your strategy to get through these very 
papers? 

NN: | believe in using anything and everything to one's 
advantage. If there is anything, literally anything, that you find 
useful, go for it! Some people tend to discount the importance 
of knowledge they acquired in school, college 
or university, but no knowledge is trivial. For 
instance, my background in literature aided me 
tremendously while I attempted a question on 


most? 
NN: The reasons why | chose FSP were because 


it proffers the opportunity to interact 
intimately with a plethora of cultures, learn 
new languages and, most importantly, provides 
the chance to covet and attain growth on both 
personal and professional levels. 


JWT: How was your experience at the World 


Subject Marks} 
Compulsory Subjects 


Enolsh rice & Compost 54 
4 
3 


5 
2 
0 
4 


| 


the evolution of Muslim thought in Pakistan 
Affairs paper. Similarly, in the last semester of 
my MA degree, I opted for Dissertation which 
helped me immensely with writing practice and 
improving my written expression and thus, 
prepared me for Essay and Précis & Composi- 
tion papers. 


JWT: How a new aspirant should start 


Times Institute? 

NN: Extremely helpful! After qualifying the 
written exam, I came across World Times 
Institute where I got the best, not to mention, 
complete, comprehensive guidance with 
regards to the preparation for both the 
psychological assessment and viva voce. Also, 
honorable Ambassador Raja Irfan's book did 
wonders by boosting my knowledge on a 
variety of topics. 


Sociolog 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making a 
difference in written part of CSS exam? 

WN: As clichéd as this may sound, writing is the key and in no 
way it should be ignored. The written part of the exam is your 
ticket to the next phase. Hence, itis necessary to develop your 
ability to keep writing continuously for a prolonged time. It is 
also extremely important to work on improving your writing 
expression. You have to develop your own writing style and 


“At WTI, | got the best, not to mention, complete; comprehensive 


International Relations 
Gender Studies 


Criminolog 


Total Written 
Viva Voce 


Grand Total 


his/her preparations? 
NN: I would suggest aspirants to review 


subjects' syllabi before choosing optional 
subjects and then start preparation from the 
one which seems most interesting. Set mini 
goals and study smartly to achieve them. 


70 
64 
5 
7 


617 
240 
857 


JWT: What should be an ideal time table fora 
new aspirant to make sound preparation for 
CSS exam, and what areas should (s)he focus? 
NN: An aspirant should first set a macro timeline to estimate 
the time at his/her disposal. In my opinion, L00-mark 
subjects require about a month for good preparation whilst 
that for 200-mark subjects and Pakistan Affairs may be 
longer. For Current Affairs, one should make a logbook that 
should be updated ona weekly basis. ; 

As far as Essay is concerned, an aspirant can start with the 
target of doing one essay per week and it can be gradually 
increased to two, or even three, over time. 

For Précis and Comprehension, a daily practice of 45 minutes 


van 


guidance with regards to the preparation for both the 


psychological assessmentandvivavoce,” 


In Conversation with 


_ NEHA NAVEED (FSP) 


18th in Pakistan; 
1st in Sindh (U) 
CSS 2021-22 
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My Interview Experience 

My interview lasted for 20-25 minutes. Before the interview, | was so nervous that | was practically fidgeting in my 
Seat. However, when | went towards the interview room, | took deep breaths to. calm myself. As soon as | came and 
Stood at the entrance of the room, all the panic and intimidation immediately dissipated as I couldn't allow myself to 
lo$e Composure during the most invaluable and critical, minutes of my life, In order to make me feel comfortable, Mr 
Chairman inquired about my current activities, | responded by telling him about the recent volunteer work | had done 
al an orphanage while preparing for the interview, He then proceeded fo asking questions on topics related to Islamic 


Studies, Current Affairs and Pakistan Affairs. The other panellists probed me on topics pertaining to American 
Literature, English Literature, European History (The Holocaust, World War Il, Mussolini, Nazi Germany), Eugenics 
and the contemporary scenario of rivalry and Competition in the indian Ocean. The questioris that | was asked were 
either token-based or analytical in nature. The overall atmosphere was extremely pleasant and welcoming. | 
answered all the questions with Utmost confidence while maintaining eye contact and keeping an amiable 
demeanor. In fact, | was visibly disappointed when the panelists informed Ine that the interview was over as | really 


enjoyed it through and through; 


thesis statement. Before approaching the thrust of my essay, I 
decided to elaborate the mentioned keywords while 
highlighting their relationship to my thesis statement. I also 
made sure to briefly address and acknowledge the other side 
of the coin to make my essay look well-rounded. For the body 
paragraphs, I devoted one paragraph for one point, elucidated 


Your inspiration 
Attempts 


Qualification 
Alma mater 


of precis, comprehension and translation, each on an 


alternate basis, would suffice. 
\s regards the second part of the question, writing, reading 


and developing critical/analytical skills must be focused. Hone 
your writing skills so as to perfect your writing style. Reading 
is an equally crucial component of the preparation journey as 
it would provide you with fodder and relevant material on 
the basis of which you would formulate your answers. 
Reading also helps people to build up their vocabulary and 
gain exposure to other more rich and refined writing styles 
that might, in turn, inspire the aspirant to develop their 
own form of expression. 


MA (English Literature) 


University of Karachi 
English 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 


marks? 
NWN: Spare some time to go through the question paper. At 


first glance, the questions may seem unfamiliar to you - it 
is natural given the daunting nature of CSS exam. Don't 
panic; just go through the questions again, this time in 
more detail. Break down the question by highlighting its 
different keywords; it would help you know what the 
actual requirement of the questions is. At third glance, 
tick those questions you think you have considerable grip 
on. Do not start writing an answer right away as a few 
minutes of planning do come in handy. This time allows 
you to brainstorm, order your thoughts and also establish 
@ proper structure for your answer. While writing the 
answer, do effectively convey your stance on the topic at hand 
as that is what will make you stand out within a crowd of 
thousands of candidates. Lastly, time 
management is cardinal as one has 


Your study schedule 
Your sources 
Academy or Institute you} World Times Institute (for interview) 
joined 
Group preferences it. FSP 2. PAS 3. MLCG 

Why FSP? Itwas my mother's dream it, later. became mine too 
Hobbies Writing, reading, culinary arts, leaming new language 
Fave personality Asma Jahangir 

Fave book Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

“There are two ways of spreading light: to be the cancie 
or the mirror that reflects it.” - Edith Wharton 


Secret of your success_|Hard work, drive and determination 
Your role model My maternal grandmother 


upon that and supported it with relevant examples while 
emphasizing its connection and relevance to my thesis 
statement. As for my conclusion, | 
summarized the points | had 
mentioned in the essay and did 


My advice for fresh aspirants 
“Passing the CSS exam requires long-term commitment, an 
unending investment of hard work and dedication, and, above all 
patience. Courage, perseverance, commitment and hard work, are the 
keys that will help you to crack and conquer this exam Also 
always keep your eyes on the prize,” 


only 37 minutes to attempt a 
not present anything new as 


question 
the purpose of the conclusion 


would've been defeated 
For Precis and Composition Paper, | 


decided to do the three main questions first: 
Precis, Comprehension and Lranstation and then t proceeded to 
allemptthereniainingsectionsotthepaper. By 


JWT: How did you structure your 
Essay and what was your strategy 


for Précis and Composition Paper? 
NN: orl ssay, lgave a comprehensive oversview of the topic in 


the introduction part which Leventually narrowed down to my 


Selection of optional subjects needs a year to cover that which Ig not feasible fora | pager notes afew months before the exams as they 
People tend to opt for optional subjects either on the lot of candidates, Such subjects also do not | will be extremely useful for revision before and 
basis of scoring trends or their own interests, As far guarantee a good score 80 it is better to avoid them during breaks between the papers, 
as the scoring trend of subjects is concemed, il Since you have only three allempis, use them Revision 

| ‘Twomonths preceding the exam should be utilized 
subject in the upcoming exams might be targeted or, Notes-making | for thorough revision and practice of past-paper 
as it is colloquially said, get “hit.” | would gay one | found it easier to Use research papers than full- questions, MCQs should be done on a daily basis as 
thing though, which is that certain subjects, e.g. fledged books for making notes but it's just a matter they are often repeated and can significantly bolster 
English Literature, have ambitious syllabi and one of preference. it is also important to make one a candidate's score. 


keeps on changing so there's no felling which wisely 


89 CamScanner 
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ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational 
background. 

Hassan Ejaz (HE}: | did 
my matriculation and 
intermediate from Fauji Foundation 
School and College. Then, Il earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Information 
Technology from University of 
Gujrat. 

JWT: Since you have been 
allocated to Foreign Service of 
Pakistan (FSP), what was the 
feature of this service that 
attracted you most? 

HE: My attraction to FSP was due to 
the reason that, being a diplomat, 
you serve as a face of your nation 
and state. Additionally, I love to 
travel and interact with others. So, it 
also resonates with my personality. 

JWT: How was your experience at 
the World Times Institute? 

HE: | joined WTI to take its mock 
exams and prepare for interview 
here. It was really agreat and fruitful 
experience, especially in terms ol 
interactive sessions and syndicate 
activities with other written 


qualifiers. Moreover, the sincere 
efforts of counsellors, especially 
Ambassador (R) Irfan Raja's 
guidance, helped me to improve 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


Subject 


Compulsory Subjects 


| Criminolog) 
Sociology _ 

Total Written 
[Viva Voce 


{210 
__Grand Total | 828 


myself and boost my confidence. 
JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
key to making a difference in 
written part of CSS exam? 


we “here © tal 


66 | joined WTI to take its mock exams 
and prepare for interview here: It was 
really a great and fruitful experience; 


* 


especially in terms of interactive 
sessions and syndicate activities with 


other written qualifiers 9 9 
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In Conversation with z 
Hassan Ejaz (FSP) 
45th in Pakistan ~ 
CSS 2021-22 « 


JWT Editorial Board 


HE: Maximum written practice and 
impressive presentation of paper do 
really matter. 

JWT: Generally, compulsory 
subjects are considered low- 
scoring, what was your strategy to 
get through these very papers? 

HE: Since I was a bibliophile and 
used to reading a lot, specifically the 
literature of right and left I had 
developed my opinions on national, 
regional and international issues 
even before starting my preparation 
for CSS exam. I used to participate 
also in study circles in my university 
life. Apart from that, making my 
own short notes, written practice 
and good paper presentation helped 
me a lot in getting through the 
compulsory papers. 

JWT: What was the key to your 
success? 

HE: My consistency and belief in my 
efforts, the prayers of my loved ones 
and sincere guidance of my teachers 
led me to success. 

JWT: What should be an ideal time 
table for a new aspirant to make 
sound preparation for CSS exam? 
HE: It can vary from person to 
person but one must be devoted and 
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My Interview Experience 
| enjoyed my interview as it was different, quite lengthy and challenging in nature, It started with a detailed, yet a grilling 
question from worthy Chairman FPSC about my career choices — | convinced him as well as the whole panel. Then, | 
was asked questions from Pakistan's history, CurrentAffairs and my optional subjects, Most of the questions were token 
type but they also asked two opinion-based questions. My interview lasted for around 30 minutes. Most significantly, | 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


was able to make the panellists smile twice - by engaging them with some hilarious and interesting references. For 
example, at one time, | said that | can't recall the name of the Judge (A.R Cornelius), however, being a wanderer, | can 
recall an underpass's location and number named after him. Similarly, itwas challenging for me, when one of the worthy 
members asked me nine questions in sequence on the same topic—which were about Alexander and his conquests. 
Lastly, they asked me to speak for a minute and explain the role of Aristotle in Alexander's life. In a nutshell, they 
evaluated my personality in every possible way and | was fortunate enough to perform well as per FPSC standards. 


sincere in one's efforts. 
JWT: How answers should be 
written to get maximum marks? 
HE: First of all, a question should be 
cracked properly by the help of 
three yardsticks: keywords, time 
limit and geographical boundaries. 
In addition to that, one's answer 
should be well-crafted with self- 
explanatory headings fulfilling the 
demands of question. It should also 
be supported with sound evidence, 
critical analysis, diagrams, 
flowcharts, etc. — 

JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

HE: One's primary concern has to be 
to address the question asked. 
However, one must also try to 
ensure that all answers are of similar 
length so as to maintain the 
standard of paper. Nonetheless, just 
remember that quality 
outweighs quantity. 
JWT: How did you 


outline after brainstorming with 
some yardsticks in mind - primarily, 
relying on the postmodernist 
explanations of the topic. 

Lastly, I explained the points in my 
outline, one by one, with concrete 
evidence. 

JWT: How a new aspirant should 
Start his/her preparations and 
what areas should (s)he focus? 

HE: A newbie should start with 
careful selection of optional 
subjects and then devise a plan for 
preparation. Following that plan, 
one's preparation must include: 
covering up the syllabus, especially, 
topics selected from past papers, 
one revision at least, and one full- 
book, mock exam. Most importantly, 
one should practice as much as one 
can because practice is the key. 

As for the second part of the 
question, I would mention four 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


things: 

1. Try to develop and polish your 
own opinions regarding national 
and international affairs. 

2. English papers should be focused 
and one must get proper guidance 
for them. 

3. Do make your own short notes; 
which are really helpful for quick 
revisions. 

4. If you have time, do read some 
good books, especially those 
recommended by FPSC. For 
Instance, to understand political 
Islam, Allama Iqbal's Reconstruc- 
tion of Religious Thoughts in Islam 
and Maulana Maududi's books like 
Khilafat-o-Malookiat and Islamic 
State are really helpful. 


My Tips on 

Selection of optional subjects 
There are four points to remember: 
1. Listen to your heart 

2. Have alook at the past 
papers — to see where 


A friend of mine 


Structure your Essay 


does one stand. 


and what was your Qualification 


strategy for Précis and 


Composition Paper? 


University of Gujrat (UOG) 


HE: | chose a philosoph- 


Schooling medium 


English 


3. Go through the 
syllabus 
4. Consider scoring 
trends 


Flexible, since | was doing job 


Online, recommended/locally published books, magazines: 


Academy or Institute you 


i a rs Your study schedule 
ical/opinion-based ir cae 
essay, i.e. Universal 

human equality is 

Utopic. 


1. PAS 2. PSP 3. FSP. 


Firstly, I made a thesis 


statement - that is, 


one's instant thought - petg 


and went against the 


topic statement. 
Secondly, I dissected the 


topic and wrote my 


think therefore | am.) —- Rene Descartes 


Honesty in intention, persistently working hard and prayers of 


Secret of your success 
my well wishers 


Your role model 


It gives the honor of being the face of your country 
Hobb ___| Travelling, playing chess, reading, watching seasons __ 

Fave personality = |Hazrat Urnar (RA) : yi Seas 
Allama Iqbal's Reconstruction of Religious Thoughts in Islam 
“Dubito ergo cogito, cogito ergo sum” (| doubt therefore | think; | 


Notes-making 

Notes should be 'to the 
point’ so that one may 
revise them easily on the 
exam day. 

Revision 

At least, one revision is 
must; but it is 
recommended to revise 
and practice 
simultaneously. 
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JWT 
gives deep 
insight into the 
current and hot 
issues which I found 

always useful for 
preparation for 
current affairs. 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 

Zhuha Basit (ZB): My early education has been 
from a public school. Afterward, | did my 
intermediate and 
graduation from Govt. 
Islamia College, Lahore Cantt. I did my 
Master's and MPhil in Biochemistry 


Detailed Marks Sheet — 
Subject 


In Conversation with 


Zhuha Basit 


7th in Punjab, 
PMS 2020-21 


JWT Editorial Board 


as well. Keep updating your GK by practicing and 
participating in various online quizzes ona daily basis. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks in the written part of PMS exam? 

ZB: First, understand what examiner 
is exactly asking from you - don't beat 
about the bush - as it is the key to 
success. Your answers should be 


from University of the Punjab, Lahore, 
and throughout secured merit-based 


Compulsory Subjects 


General Knowledge 


relevant. Write down them with 
headings and subheadings. Support 
your answers with relevant statistics, 


scholarships, distinctions and clinched 


a gold medal being topper in MPhil. Pakistan Studies 


quotations, diagrams and flowcharts. 


Islamic Studies 
Urdu 


Currently, | am doing PhD in Biological 
Sciences from the same university. 


JWT: How did you structure your 


JWT: How much helpful did you find 
Jahangir's World Times (JWT) in your 
preparation for PMS exam? 

ZB: JWT gives deep insight into the 
current and hot issues which I found 
always useful for preparation for 
current affairs. It ultimately leads you 
to be a candidate having sound 
knowledge with respect to surround- 
ings and the world. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key 

to getting through compulsory papers of PMS exam, 
especially that of General Knowledge? 

ZB: Just keep swimming, keep swimming and keep 
swimming, especially for Essay and Précis papers. First, 
you should analyze past papers to get deep insight into the 
‘trend’. Make thorough and detailed list of all topics of 
Pakistan Affairs especially, because you have to prepare 
each topic in the light of past and current perspective. 
Develop the habit of reading articles, especially of Dawn 
and The News, to remain in touch with statistics and 
current issues. It will help you in General Knowledge paper 
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English (Précis & Composition) 


Grand Total 


Essay? 

ZB: First, I wrote a comprehensive 
outline, and then, for each paragraph, 
I] gave a topic line, a few supportive 
sentences and, finally, conclusive 
sentence. I suggest that candidates 
should adorn the Essay with relevant 
references and statistics. The use of 
complex language is not of much 
importance but your sentences 


949.9 


My Tips on: 


Selection of optional subjects 

i, Your educational background 

ii. Your interest 

iii: Scoring trend 

Notes-making 

Notes-making is an integral part of preparation phase. Make 
notes after consulting various sources. Keep in mind, your 
notes should be concise as you will have very limited time 
during exams to revise those. 

Revision 

The more you revise, the less itis! 
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should be grammatically correct. Don't add anything 
irrelevant because that may put you in hot water. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent marks in Zoology 
and Chemistry, what was your strategy for these 
papers? 

ZB: | followed recommended books and did a lot of 
practice in case of Chemistry as it is tough yet scoring 
subject. | adorned my answers with supportive figures 
and flowcharts in both subjects. For optional subjects, I 
would suggest candidates to strongly follow the syllabus 
and don't leave even a single topic. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind 


while writing answers? 

ZB: You answer should address the demand and every 
perspective of the question asked with supportive 
arguments and references. Quality matters more than 
quantity. It's time which acts as limiting factor in this. So, 
time management is most important. If you give equal 
time to each answer, it acts as a kind of check and will lead 
toa safe place. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt optional papers in Urdu or 
one should go with English only? 

ZB: It all depends on your grip on a language and it's 
entirely subjective thing. However, you cannot ignore the 
fact that there is paucity of textbooks and resources in 
Urdu language. 


JWT: How one should choose Optional Subjects? 

ZB: First, see your interest and educational background. 
Second, dissect syllabus outline and past papers before 
selecting a subject. Make yourself abreast of changing 
trends also. From my lens, science subjects are scoring 
but, again, it all depends upon your interest and 
background. 


Rapid Fire 


‘our inspiration 
ing medium 
our qualification 
Ima mater 

our study schedule 


MS Biochemistry, PhD Biological Sciences (Cont.) 
University of the Punjab, Lahore 
10-12 hours a day 


<|<]/=l<lOlela 
3 2\z 
g 3 \3 
5 2 |e 
on 


Economist 

Sketching, painting, calligraphy, book reading 
Multitasker, committed and challenging person 
Matemal grandfather 


=< 


‘our hobbies 


Bal 


ave personality 

ave book 

Fave quote 

t of your success 


our role model My mother 


Recommended books, Internet, JWT magazine and The 


Why Nations Fail by Daron Acemoglu & James Robinson 
“Heroes are bom out of ashes of adversity." — R.B. Makhram 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


My Interview Experience 


Overall, it was a very nice experience. Few questions were. 
subject-related and most were related to my job as | was serving 
in Planning and Development Board. A few questions were 
inclined toward current issues and conferences worldwide. So, 
overall, they touched every perspective during my interview. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for your success? 
ZB: The credit for my success goes to my mother who 
taught me how to face tough and challenging situations in 
life and how to remain persistent despite all odds. 


JWT: As interviewers usually grill the interview 
candidates, how did you manage the situation? 

ZB: The interview panel was lenient. I gave crisp and 
relevant answers. I kept myself calm and composed and 
when I was asked to analyse in various questions, I tried to 
give brief yet concise answers. & 


My Interview Experience 


Work hard insilence;let your success make 
a noise. You will face many challenges in 
this nerve-wrenching journey and jaw- 
dropping competition. Stay consistent 
and embrace all challenges! 
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“JWT helped a lot in my preparation for the competitive 


examination. | used to read the magazine for current affairs- 


related questions.” 


In Conversation with 


Sidra Sattar 


8th in Punjab, PMS 2020-21 
NEM CES WG Or 


ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational background? 
Sidra Sattar (SS): Being a 
Lahorite, I did matricula- 
tion and Intermediate 
from a public school and college of 
my city. Then, I did BS (Hons.) in 
Applied Microbiology from the 
University of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences, Lahore. At the University, | 
was pretty active in extracurricular 
activities like dramatics and sports. 


JWT: How much helpful did you find 
Jahangir's World Times (JWT) in your 
preparation for PMS exam? 

SS: JWT helped a lot in my 
preparation for the competitive 
examination. I used to read the 
magazine for current affairs-related 
questions. JWT magazine helped me 
in preparation for Provincial 
Management Service as well as 
Assistant Director (Investigation) 
FIA examinations. ‘ 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 


key to getting through compulsory 
papers of PMS exam, especially that 
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of General Knowledge? 

SS: Practice, practice and practice is 
the only key to passing Essay and 
English Composition papers. 
Besides, I used to read General 
Knowledge ona daily basis for one to 
two hours. This practice helped a lot 


——— | 


—— 


Optional a 
2 Mass Communication 


ree 


JWT Editorial Board 


in my final examination. 


JWT: How answers should be written 
to get maximum marks in the written 
part of PMS exam? 

SS: To get excellent marks, one needs 
to craft one's answer in such a 
manner that it addresses the 
question in the most direct and 
relevant way. In other words, you 
need to tell the examiner what (s)he 
asked, and not what you know. So, 
the answers must be specific and 
precise. 

Moreover, most questions vary in 
their nature and so does the strategy 
to formulate the answer. Each 
answer has to be tailored according 
to the needs of the question. Lastly, 
adding flowcharts, facts and figures 
and graphical representations does 
create a huge difference. 


JWT: How did you structure your 
Essay? 

SS: My Essay was about the 
pandemic. I structured it on 
traditional pattern; starting with an 
outline and moving on to introduc- 
tion wherein I tried to present the 
gist of the Essay. Given its 
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descriptive nature, | dedicated one 
paragraph to each of the variables 
mentioned in the outline. Then, I 
added some suggestions and tried to 
conclude ona positive note. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent 
marks in Geography and Psychology, 
what was your strategy for these 
very papers? 

SS: For both Geography and 
Psychology, I extracted relevant 
material from various textbooks and 
used online sources as well. I tried to 
acquaint myself with most parts of 
the syllabus instead of going for 
selective study. For Geography, | 


Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


Anything objective of significant | 
worth cannot be achieved without 
| hard work. 


tried to make myself skilful in 
drawing maps and_ illustrations 
while attempting answers to the 
questions. Lastly, practicing to write 
answers in stipulated time was 
helpful in the examination. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

SS: I think it's more about the time, 
and less about the words. First, 
attempting all questions in the given 


Attempts 


wn 


<|>/x 


< 


‘our hobbies 


~< 


I 


=< 


time is more important than writing 
too-long answers. Second, the 
answers should neither be too long 
nor too short. Third, dividing the 
time equally among all questions 
puts a sort of natural limit on the 
number of words. This sums up 
approach to this issue. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt optional 
papers in Urdu or one should go with 
English only? 

SS: It depends upon the individual 
taking this decision. One should go 
for the language one is more 
proficient and resourceful in. 
However, given the fact that there is 
dearth of resources and textbooks in 
Urdu for most of the optional 
subjects, it would be a bit challeng- 
ing to go this way 


JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? 

SS: Try to do some self-assessment 
in terms of your aptitude for, and 
proficiency in, certain subjects. 


Then, do seek advice on scoring 
trend in a particular subject. 
Unfortunately, your proficiency, at 
times, takes a backseat and trends 
make or break the game. Finally, it is 
important to read the course 
outlines and past papers. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
your success? 
SS: My parents deserve the credit for 


Biography and Details a 
BS Hons (Applied Microbiology) 
UVAS, Lahore 
our study schedule _|7-8 hours a day 
My optimism 


Fave personality 
“From Third World to First: The Singapore Story: 1965-2000" by Lee Kuan Yew 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


my success. My mother has been an 
inspiration for me all through my 
life. It is from her that I learned to be 
patient, persistent and optimistic. 
Similarly, I would not have here 
without the love and dedicated 


Selection of optional subjects 
Try to find a golden mean between 
your aptitude and the scoring 
trends. 


Notes-Making 
Consult multiple sources for making 
your notes. 


Revision 
The more your revise, the less itis. 


support of my father. He is the 
person who waited outside 
many examination halls for me 
until I reached here. 


JWT: As interviewers usually 
grill the interview candidates, 
how did you manage the 
situation? 

SS: My approach towards 
interview was ‘expect the best, 
prepare for the worst’. I tried to 
keep my composure, despite 
dropping some questions. 
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JWT provides in-depth knowledge on important national and 
international events and happenings which can further be 
explored and studied according to subject requirements. 


In Conversation with 


Habiba Asif 


10th in Punjab, PMS 2020-21 


ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational back- 
ground? 

Habiba Asif (HA): I did 
FSc (Premedical) from 
Kinnaird College for Women, Lahore. 
Then, I graduated in 2019 with a 
degree in Business Administration 
from IBA, University of the Punjab. 
Recently, I completed my MPhil in 
Business Administration from the 
same institute. 

JWT: How much helpful did you find 
Jahangir's World Times (JWT) in 
your preparation for PMS exam? 
HA: JWT is a productive source to get 
well-researched content, articles on 
important current issues and general 
knowledge-related content. It 
provides in-depth knowledge on 
important national and international 
events and happenings which can 
further be explored and studied 
according to subject requirements. 
JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
key to getting through compulsory 
Papers of PMS exam, especially that 
of General Knowledge? 

HA: Each subject requires due 
diligence. 

For Pakistan Affairs and Islamic 
Studies, one should make short notes 
after consulting recommended, 
reliable and quality sources. For 
General Knowledge, it is better to 
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consult different sources such as 
websites, magazines, news and past 
papers. It is impossible to know 
everything under the sun so it is 
advisable to divide GK in different 
categories, i.e. Everyday science, 
computer science, world geography, 
Pakistan geography, Pakistan affairs, 
current affairs, etc. for comprehen- 
sive preparation of the subject. 

JWT: How answers should be 
written to get maximum marks in 
the written part of PMS exam? 


Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


Stay focused and never let negative | 
thoughts derail you. Give your best 
and leave the rest to Allah Almighty. | 
| Prayers and support of your tl 
parents can do wonders. | 


HA: It is extremely important to be 
relevant in the written exam. Well- 
structured, relevant and coherent 
answers with proper headings, sub- 
headings, flowcharts and diagrams 
garner good score. These elements 
help examiner to know that the 
candidate has thorough understand- 
ing of what has been asked. 

JWT: How did you structure your 
Essay? 

HA: Practice is the key to learning the 
art of properly structuring the essay. 
Selection of right topic is crucial. In 
my case, I first drafted a rough 


JWT Editorial Board 


outline with the thesis statement. 
Then, I structured and restructured it 
till I was satisfied with relevancy and 
coherence in essay. This process took 
almost 45 minutes but then I had a 
blueprint for properly elaborating 
the topic, which] did in the remaining 
time. 

JWT: Since you have scored 
excellent marks in Geography, what 
was your strategy for this very 
paper? 

HA: For Geography, it is extremely 
important to have concept clarity. 
Since I had no educational back- 
ground in this subject, it was 
difficult, initially, to prepare for this. I 
used to consult YouTube sources for 
concept clarity; then, I used to make 
notes by consulting the recom- 
mended books and online sources. 
Targeted short notes of Geography 
for revision on the last day before 
exam proved extremely fruitful. 
Flowcharts, maps, tables and 
diagrams are important elements to 
score good in this subject. 

JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

HA: There is no specific word limit 
for an answer; it depends on how 
much is asked in the question. Each 
question has a different requirement 
and the answer to that should justify 
the marks it carries. Quality with 
justified quantity matters the most. 
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Time management is important in 
this context as equal time should be 
given to all answers. 

JWT: Is it better to attempt optional 
Papers in Urdu or one should go 
with English only? 

HA: It differs from person to person; 
however, in my opinion, it is better to 
attempt papers in English because 
extensive reading material, books by 
foreign authors and quality content 
are mostly available in the English 
language. 

JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? 

HA: Educational background, 
interest areas and scoring trends play 
crucial role in selection of optional 
objects. I opted for Business Admin- 
istration despite that it is considered 
a low-scoring subject, but I went for it 
based on my educational back- 
ground. Resultantly, I scored the 
highest in this subject. I chose 
Political Science and Geography 
because of scoring trend and interest 
in these domains. 

JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
your success? 

HA: First and foremost, thanks to 
Allah Almighty for granting me this 
success. The credit goes to my 
parents and my sister. They had a 
strong faith in me during this whole 
journey, and they kept on motivating 


My Interview Experience 


It was my first-ever professional 
interview. | was a fresh graduate and was 
doing MPhil at that time. So, my 
interview revolved around my degree 
and optional subjects. Panellists started 
interview by asking questions from my 
specialization, i.e. Finance. Then, they 
asked about multiple concepts of 
business such as management theories, 
operation management and strategic 
management. They also asked me to 
make a comparative analysis of political 
systems of France, India and Pakistan, 
and my views on political theories. Mr 
Chairman asked me about my views on 
Aurat March, CPEC and some questions 
from my profile. Overall, it was a good 
experience. 


Biography and Details 


Vou nepiaion [My grandfather 
en fs 


Schooling medium 


Your qualification BBA (Hons), MPhil Business Administration 


University of Punjab, Lahore 


Your study schedule |8-10 hours a day 


Recommended books, online sources, magazines 


Your sources 


Your hobbies 


Baking, watching movies and playing badminton 


Perseverance 


21 lessons for 21st century by Yuval Noah Harari 


“Hope is a good thing, may be the best of things and no 


good thing ever dies." —R.B. Makhram 


Secret of your success |Belief in Allah Almighty, prayers of parents, consistency 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


me till I attained my final goal. My 
mentors also had an important role in 
providing me with the right direction 
and proper guidance for acing the 
examin first attempt. 

JWT: As interviewers usually grill 
the interview candidates, how did 
you manage the situation? 

HA: Giving mock interviews prior to 
the final one is important to learn 
how to handle the pressure and 
maintain your composure in 
interview. I practiced a lot because 
the more prepared you are, the less 
likely that you will mess up. So, for 
that, give as much mock interviews as 
you can. Try to remain logical, 
articulate, confident and composed 
because interview is more of the test 
of personality than of knowledge. 


My Tips on: 

Selection of optional subjects 

i: Educational background 

ii: Interest 

iii: Scoring trend 

Notes-making 

Notes making is an integral part of 
preparation. My principal focus was 
to make the long as well as short 
notes for each subject after gathering 
knowledge from diverse sources. 
Short notes help to revise the subject 
before exam day. 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


General Knowledge 49.25 


Optional Subjects 
Business Administration 
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hi The support and guidance pro- 
vided during my interview prepara: , ww 
tion at WTI was really helpful in | a hh 
getting through the final interview.95 | | 


In Conversation with 


syed Qaiser Abbass (i ¥ 


12th in Punjab, PMS 2020-21 


“ 
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ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational 


background? 
Syed Qaiser Abbass 
(SQA): I did my 


matriculation from Jamal Model 
High School, Sadhoki in 2007 and 
secured 708/850 marks. Later, I did 
FSc (Premedical) from Govt. College 
of Science, Wahdat Road, Lahore, 


key to getting through compulsory 
Papers of PMS exam, especially that 
of General Knowledge? 

SQA: Smart work is the key to 
success. Get a printout of PMS 
syllabus and past papers of five years 
for all subjects. Keeping these two 
files in front of you, analyze each 
subject for at least 2-3 hours. In this 
way, you can get a complete picture. 
You will become self-mentor. 


in 2009 and secured JWT: How answers 
850/1100 marks. I My Interview should be written to 
completed my 05-year Experience get maximum 


DVM program from 
UVAS, Lahore, in 
2014. | also did my 
profession-related, 
Q0l-month training 
from the Netherlands 
in 2017. 


JWT: How much helpful 

did you find Jahangir's World 
Times (JWT) in your preparation 
for PMS exam? 

SQA: | didn't join any academy for 
my preparation. But JWT magazine 
helped me a lot. An aspirant can save 
his/her time by reading whole month 
current affairs in 2-3 days and its 
quality content. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
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It was my second interview. In my first 
one, | got 128.5 marks. So, this time, | was 
much confident. | was quite comfortable 
with my interview preparation. It continued 
for 40 minutes. | dropped a few question 
from Punjabi subject. Rest, it was a 
wonderful experience. Even right after my 
interview when | closed the door, I touched 
the ground and thanked to 
ALMIGHTY ALLAH as 
it was my 


marks in the 
written part of 
PMS exam? 
SQA: Time 
management is the 
most important 
thing. While 
answering, spend 
1.8 minutes on 1-mark 
question (i.e, 36 minutes 
fora 20-mark question). 
Secondly, paper presentation is of 
Vital importance, | wrote outlines for 
every question [attempted = even in 
Punjabi paper, 
Thirdly, keep the length of all your 
answers, more or Jess, equal. In my 
case, if | wrote cights pages for the 
first question, then my 5th question, 
too, spanned eight pages. 


JWT: 


How did you 
structure your Essay? 

SQA: Writing an essay is an art. It's a 
skill that an aspirant can learn in a 
day, and if not, then years can pass. I 
prepared 10-12 current affairs topics 
for essay and made notes on each 
topic by reading a variety of latest 
articles, and watching TEDx Talks 
and YouTube videos related to my 
topics. Finally, I practiced outlines 
and got those evaluated from my 
seniors. During the exam, I chose my 
topic in first 5 minutes. In the next 15 
minutes, I wrote a rough outline 


Detailed Marks sheet 


English (Précis & Composition) 
General Knowledge 
Urdu i 
Pakistan Affairs _ 
Islamic Studies 
Optional Subjects 
Geograph 
Punjabi 


Psycholog 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


(after brainstorming). Then, I started 
writing my essay, and, at the end, I 


wrote the final outline at the start of Selection of optional subjects 
the ariswer sheet. According to your own choice by analyzing your strengths 
Notes-Making 
Make notes from different sources like books, reference books, Wikipedia, YouTube, etc. 
JWT: Since you have scored Revision 
excellent marks in Punjabi, what It is really important. It will help you to memorize the content and ultimately in saving your time during 
was your strategy for this paper? the exam. Taking mock exams is the key to overcoming your exam phobias. 


SQA: I made an outline prior to each 


of my answers. In Punjabi paper, fact, your preparation, hard work, 
support your answer with poetry in quality material, paper presentation, 
Jadeed and Qadeem portions, time management and practice that 
characters and story timeline in make a subject scoring, e.g. Punjabi, 
Literature + Folklore portion, books Geography and many others. But 
references in tangeed and tahqeeq recently, PPSC has surprised 
portions. Manage your paper aspirants even in these subjects. So, 
according to the allocated time. an aspirant should use 3-4 sources to 
prepare for a subject and by 
JWT: Should there be some word managing time and making good 
limit kept in mind while writing presentation, (s)he can score 150 
answers? plus in an optional subject. 
SQA: In Essay paper, word limit is 
mentioned. For rest of the papers, JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
an aspirant should write 7-8 pages your success? 
' fora 20-mark question. SQA: My Parents, my schoolteacher 
Sir Alamdar Haider Aouj and my 
JWT: Is it better to attempt = college Professor Sir Rana Yousuf. 
optional papers in Urdu or one 
should go with English only? JWT: As interviewers usually grill 
SQA: | attempted my papers in the interview candidates, how did 
English as one can write more words — you manage the situation? 
in English as compared to in Urdu. SQA: Always answer the questions in 
English is easy to write and one can a logical way and in points. It will 
easily write 7-8 pages for an answer. help the panel to easily comprehend 
Secondly, most quality books are your viewpoint. Never give answer as 
available in English language. it looks that you are reading some 
ADD paragraph. During the interview, 
__ JWT: How one should choose your body gestures and confidence 


Optional Subjects? are also very important. 
SQA: No doubt, there are some 


subjects that are scoring. But it is, in 


Advice for Fresh 
Aspirants 
Give quality time while 
selecting your subjects and 
then preparing the syllabus. 
Work smart and practice as 
much as you can. 


Your study schedule 
Yoursources | Reterenoe books, JWT, Wikipedia, YouTube, TEDX talks _ 
Yourstrength ____[E 


U 

Your qualification Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) 2009-14 
U 
0 


Schooling medium 
ing, fi 


Fave quote 
Hazrat Ali (RA 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your educational background? 
Adnan Bashir (AB): | did matriculation from a 
Madressah and intermediate from Punjab College, 
Rawalpindi. Then, | graduated in Economics from FC 
College University, Lahore. 


JWT: How much helpful did you find Jahangir's World 
Times (JWT) in your preparation for PMS exam? 
AB: JWT is a holistic resource to gain in-depth 
analysis and content on a variety of national and 
international issues. Since it provides up-to-date 
material on almost all subjects of CSS and PMS 
exams, it is a reliable resource for every aspirant 
who wants to ace these competitive exams. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to getting 
through compulsory papers of PMS exam, 
especially that of General Knowledge? 

AB: Each subject requires due diligence. 

For all compulsory subjects, the first step is to do an in-depth 
analysis of past five years’ papers as well as the syllabus. For 
Pakistan Affairs and Islamic Studies, one should make short notes 
with the help of recommended and other authentic sources. For 
GK, it is wise to consult different sources such as websites, 
magazines, newspapers, and past papers of various exams 
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My advice for 
fresh aspirants 


Be honest to yourself. 
Manage your time aptly. 
Hard work is indispensable 
but smart work is a 
catalyst to your 
preparation, 


# th in Punjab 
— 13 pms 2020-21 
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=> to gain in-depth analysis 
Die <- m 
é and content on a variety 

of national and 
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conducted by PPSC. For Urdu, the key to scoring well lies in 
preparing for the sections where you can secure maximum marks, 
e.g. Sentence correction, idioms, etc. And lastly, for English Essay, 
look for specific domains from past papers and prepare 
accordingly. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum marks 
in the written part of PMS exam? 

AB: Always try to be relevant to the question all through 
your answer. Do write a well-structured, coherent 
answer by giving proper headings, subheadings 
and flowcharts, as well as diagrams. This is the 
way you can exhibit your command over the topic 

to the examiner and, hence, get excellent marks. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay? 

AB: | wrote simple, to-the-point arguments. In my 
opinion, the success in Essay paper lies in giving a 

comprehensive outline and then writing an inclusive 


introduction that encompasses every aspect of the topic. With 
my experience of passing four Essay papers in a row, my thumb 
rule is: write to impress, not express. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent marks in Punjabi, what 
was your strategy for this very paper? 
AB: For Punjabi, | covered the entire syllabus. In addition, | drew 
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maps in questions related to war as well 
as Punjabi dialect. For the classical 
poetry section, | consulted literature of 
English, Persian and Urdu languages. 
The key to scoring high in Punjabi is 
improvisation. Moreover, | gave 
references of books and used different 
eye-grabbers such as different types of 
nafas and stages of love in different 
questions to enhance the quality of my 
answers. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit 
keptin mind while writing answers? 
AB: Quality with justified quantity 
matters most. Time management is 
important in this context as equal time 
should be allocated to all answers. 
Lastly, word limit depends on, and varies 
according to, the questions asked. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt optional 
papers in Urdu or one should go with 
English only? 

AB: It is something subjective in nature 
and varies from individual to individual. 
However, attempting papers in English 
is preferable because extensive reading 
material, books written by foreign 
authors and quality content are mostly 
available in English language. 


JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? , 

AB: My strategy in this regard was 
simple and to the point. | would 
recommend that one should go through 
the contents and the syllabus only. Every 
subject is scoring provided that no efforts 
are spared in the preparation phase. | 


Rapid Fire 


Your qualification 


Secret of your success 


Your role model 


My brother, Imran Bashir 
Schoolingmedum [Urdu 


BS (Hons) Economics 


Belief in Allah Almighty, prayers of parents, 
consistency and hard work 


Dr Shahzad (PSP. 


My Interview Experience 


It was not the first time that! was appearing 
before the PPSC panel for the interview; | 
had done so back in 2019 and for many 
one-paper posts. The interview started 
with the panel asking questions from my 
personal profile and my academic 
background, i.e. Economics. Besides 
asking questions about my previous 
attempts, the panellists also touched my 
optional subjects, especially Geography 
and Punjabi. Mr Chairman sought my 
views on global power dynamics, 
Pakistan's foreign policy while also asking 
Some questions about my working 
“experience at World Times Institute. 
Overall, it was a good experience. 


pagers 
ui eS 


he 


li: Interest 
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Detailed Marks Sheet 


[English Essay 
70 
1. Punjabi 156 
[3.Political Science | 135_ 
134 _| 
930.25 | 


Compulsory Subjects 
G 


PERIL 


Grand Total 


chose Punjabi and Geography as both 
were reflective of my interests and their 
past papers-to-syllabus analysis 
allowed me a better comprehension of 
those. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
your success? 

AB: First of all, | thank Allah Almighty for 
granting me this success. Then, the 
credit goes to my parents, my elder 
brother Imran Bashir and Sir Adeel Niaz. 
With absolute confidence in me, they 
remained a constant source of 
motivation and guidance throughout this 
journey. 


JWT: As interviewers usually grill the 
interview candidates, how did you 
manage the situation? 

AB: Giving mock interviews, prior to the 
final one, is important to learn how to 
handle the pressure and maintain your 
composure before the panel. | practiced 
a lot because | believe the more 
prepared you are, the less likely you are 


to mess up. Staying logical, articulate, confident and 
composed during the process was key to my success in 
this crucial phase. 


Selection of optional subjects 
i. Educational background 


lii: Scoring trend 


Making Notes 
Do not copy someone else's notes. Keep it personal and 


organic. My principal focus was to make long as well as 
short notes for each subject after gathering knowledge 
from diverse sources. Short notes help in quickly 
revising the subject before the exam day. B) 
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JWT 

is one of the 

best magazines as 

it equips aspirants 
with holistic 

understanding of ongoing 
affairs in national and 
international 
arena. 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 

Rana Amar Liaqat (RAL): | completed my BSc 
in Chemical Engineering from University of 
Gujrat. Later on, I pursued my professional 
career and worked for various organizations in 
Pakistan and abroad as well. 


JWT: How much helpful did you find Jahangir's World 
Times (JWT) in your preparation for PMS 


exam? 
RAL: 1 used to read Jahangir's World Time 


Detailed Marks’Sheet) 


In Conversation with 


Rana Amar 


Liaqat 
16th in Punjab, 
PMS 2020-21 


JWT Editorial Board 


master key. The more you practice, the more you have 
prospects to score high. Since the dynamics of exam have 
taken a paradigm shift, an aspirant is required to come up 
with quality, quantity and creativity, It is creativity and 
quality that matter a lot. Art of being creative makes your 
answer sheet noticeable, leading to high score. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay? 

RAL: To me, English Essay is all about relevance, coherence, 
clarity of thoughts and originality. The more you take care 
of these parameters, the more you are 
rewarded. Choosing a right topic lies at the 
heart of the Essay paper. I made a rough 
outline and refined it while focusing on 


magazine regularly. It is one of the best 


Subject 


magazines as it equips aspirants with 


the above-mentioned parameters. 


, Neil Compulsory Subjects | 
holistic understanding of ongoing affairs English Essay ‘Gi 
and international arena. RCE JWT: Since you have scored excellent 


in national 


English (Precis & Composition 


Moreover, it provides high-quality 
content that aspirants of competitive 


General Knowledge 


marks in Political Science and Punjabi, 
what was your strategy for both these 


examinations must read. I found it very Pakistan Affairs 


helpful while preparing for PMS exam. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to 
getting through compulsory papers of 
PMS exam, especially that of General 
Knowledge? 

RAL: For the preparation of compulsory 
subjects, one must read quality content. 
Sources may vary from recommended 
books and magazines to the internet. Use 
of quotes, facts and figures and authentic references is the 


key to making a difference. | recommend notes-making for — 


all subjects. 

As far as GK is concerned, one must go through PPSC past 
papers. It gives you a fair idea about the path to follow 
while preparing for the GK. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks in the written part of PMS exam? 
RAL: First of all, 1 would say the written practice is the 
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Islamic Studies 8 
Optional Subjects 
Political Science 

Total Written 


OQ 
Grand Total 


Papers? 

RAL: Paper presentation with creativity is 
fundamentally important. While 
preparing for Political Science, one must 
work on illustrations — tables, charts, 
shapes, etc. Let the examiner be focused 
more on your attempting techniques. One 
is expected to facilitate the examiner. If 
you take care of the examiner, (s)he will 
take care of you. That's the bargain! 

For Punjabi, aspirants are advised to 
quote maximum couplets/stanzas to show their hard 
work and strong memory. Use of English quotations is also 
recommended. Flavour of relevant Quranic verses and 
Ahadith in Tashreeh is also important. Give the examiner 
the flavours of multiple languages. 


917 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind 


while writing answers? 
RAL: Well, word limit is important; however, one must 
bear in mind that mere quantity doesn't work. An aspirant 


CamScanner 


is expected to provide a combo of quality, quantity and 
creativity. If we talk in terms of pages, 5 to 7 pages are 


sufficient for a good answer. 


JWT: Is It better to attempt optional papers in Urdu or 
one should go with English only? 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


My Interview Experience 


Be motivated, hard working and consistent. Adopt a lifestyle of 


an aspirant. Develop a can-do attitude. Stop meeting the 
negative people and especially those who may harm your 


RAL: Though it is a subjective question depending upon 


the language command, yet I 
would suggest that a candidate 
should go for English. The very 
reason is that most of the 
content is available in English. 
The paper of Islamic Studies, 
however, can be attempted in 
Urdu as you can effortlessly 
quote Quranic verses, Ahadith, 
and poetic references. A few of 
my friends scored 80+ marks 
while following this technique. 


JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? 

RAL: This is the most crucial 
part while preparing for PMS 
exam. If you opt for a right 
combination, half the work is 
done. I would advise the 
aspirants to go through the 
syllabus and the past papers of 
optional subjects to have a fair 
idea of the syllabus and the 
approach of the examiner. To 
me, there are three parameters 
of choosing your optional 
subjects: 

1. Academic background is 
important; one should opt for 
those subjects which one has 
studied during one's 
graduation studies. 


motivation and confidence. Have a company of those who 
encourage and motivate you. 


My Interview Experience 


My interview experience went great. It lasted around 35 
minutes. During my introduction, | highlighted my strong 
areas, especially the extracurricular activities. As | am 
also a poet, an honourable panellist asked me to recite 
my own poetry. This was the start of my interview. In first 
5-8 minutes, | recited my own poetry, talked about literary 
significance of Munir Niazi and much more. After this 
dream start, | remained easy and comfortable all along. 
The panel asked me various conceptual and analysis- 
based questions from my optional subjects and | 
responded them with great confidence. 


2. Personal interest and 
informal command on 
subjects. 

3. And, of course, the scoring 
trend. 

However, I would suggest an 
aspirant to go for a subject that 
is less favourite with the 
majority. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit 
foryour success? 

RAL: Well, | am lucky enough 
to have a good number of 
sincere and caring people 
around. I owe a lot to my 
family, friends, seniors and 
teachers as they always 
supported and motivated me 
inall terms. 


JWT: As interviewers usually 
grill the interview 
candidates, how did you 
manage the situation? 

RAL: Interview is the most 
interesting part of this 
journey, indeed. Grilling the 
candidate is a favourite job of 
the panellists, while staying 
calm, cool, and confident is 
exactly what the panel expects 
from the candidates. Being 


honest, confident and composed is the key. 
To cap it all, try to be human and behave like a 
normal human being. Humility is the biggest 
weapon that a candidate may have. 


Selection of optional subjects 


Critically analyse the syllabus and past papers of 
subjects you intend to opt for. 

Making Notes 

Do not go for ready-made notes. Make your own 
ones! Put some extra effort and have the fruits. 
Revision 


Atleast 2 to 3 revisions of each subject! 
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to getting through compulsory papers of PMS 
exam, especially that of General Knowledge? 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 


Haseeb ur Rehman (HuR): I got 
my early education from 
Kasur Public School (now 
DPS, Kasur). After that, 
we moved to Lahore and I joined 
Divisional Public School there 
from where 1 did my 
matriculation and gota 
gold medal from my 
school for securing 
over 90% marks. 
Afterwards, I did my 
Intermediate from GCU, 
Lahore, in Commerce (I.Com) 
and topped my class in the year 
2012. 1 graduated from the same 
institution with a gold medal and a Roll 
of Honour, in 2016. 

JWT: How much helpful did you find 
Jahangir's World Times (JWT) in your 
preparation for PMS exam? And, how 
was your experience at World Times 
Institute (WTI)? 


HuR: JWT was an immense help to me 


HuR: Preparation for compulsory subjects, 
especially GK, can be tricky. First of all, my 
focus was on covering the topics given in 
the course outline by preparing 
detailed notes and then fine-tuning 
them in the light of past papers. 
This helped me in focusing on 
the essentials and 
preparing myself 

mentally for the exams. 

For GK,. I consulted 
some reference books 
and monthly JWT. 
Moreover, I tried to 
understand GK in a form of 
narrative; it was especially helpful 
in history section. I also focused on 
preparing notes for different parts of GK. 


JWT: How answers should be written to 
get maximum marks in the written part 
of PMS exam? 


HuR: I think the entire focus of one’s 
preparation should be on developing, 
refining and sharpening one's question- 
Apis erase ae attempting skills. At the end of the day, 
during my entire journey of preparation. The support and it can be the ultimate game-changer. The 
It provided me with up-to-date analyses 3 Etat PRR nd NaN question should be attempted in a way 
of major events that were fine-tuned to guidance provided during that covers all the aspects given in the 
the demands of the exams. Moreover, it ) é | question statement. A good answer 


was also my go-to source for almost my, Interview preparation should be well structured, well 
every subject I opted for in PMS. | at WT Was really Helpful referenced and based upon sound 
Moreover, the support and guidance : : analysis. Moreover, judicious use of aids 
provided during my interview in getting through the like graphs, tables, charts, maps, etc. 
preparation at WTI was really helpful in : mi Ni should also be made. 

getting through the final interview. final interview. JWT: Your marks in Essay are pretty 


good, how did you structure that? 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key 
HuR: Essay, being the most crucial and 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


Subject tet. 
Compulsory Subjects 
English Essa 
yet 


Pakistan Affairs 
Islamic Studies 
Optional Subjects 


Punjabi 
Total Written |779.25 
1 


Grand Total |910.85 


essential part of the competitive exams, 
aspirants as far as preparation is 
In Conversation with concerned as without practicing essay 
through this important paper. Insofar as 
my strategy for writing the essay is 
Re h ni 8 | aspects touched upon in the topic and 
developed an outline which showed the 
Way my argument would unfold. 
20th in Punjab, 
paragraphs with logical arguments and 
close” symbiotic relation between 


requires special attention on the part of 

b Writing, one cannot think of getting 
concerned, | took care to address all the 
Moreover, | tried to write well structured 
different parts of the essay. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent 
marks in History and Punjabi, what 
was your strategy for both these 
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Papers? 


HuR: For History paper, I consulted multiple 
sources, especially books by authors having 
good academic credentials, so that my 
ultimate answers would stand out from 
others attempting the same question. I also 
tried to incorporate as much sound analyses 
of historical events as was possible. 


For Punjabi, I tried to imbibe and learn as 
much references of Punjabi poetry as I could 
and also focused on developing my Punjabi- 
writing skills. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept 
in mind while writing answers? 


HuR: | think a good answer should focus on 
developing a coherent and well-structured 
reproduction of the knowledge which covers 
all the aspects mentioned in the question 
statement. Having said that, I think a good 
answer can vary between 8 and 10 pages. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt optional papers 
in Urdu or one should go with English only? 


HuR: Again, I think it's a matter of personal 
choice and preference. The decision has to be 
made while keeping in mind one's 
background, one's writing speed, the 
legibility of one's script and writing, etc. 


JWT: How one should choose Optional 
Subjects? 


HuR: The decision on choosing the optional 
subjects should be made carefully as this 
will ultimately affect the final outcome. One 
should keep one's own interests, academic 
background, the length of the course 
outline, overall nature of the subject(s) at 
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ecret of your Success 
Your role model 


n 


our qualification BA (Hons.) English Literature 


6-8 hours a day, with focus on reading and preparing notes 


Books by subject specialists, articles from different local and international 
journals 
Watching movies and TV shows, reading books, playing badminton, 
cling 
Your strength Ability to understand ideas and content in a connected way with focus on 
sound analysis 


Otto von Bismarck, Henry Kissinger 


APortrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce and The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

“So we beat on, boats against the current borne back ceaselessly into 
the past.” (from The Great Gatsb 


‘ocused hard work with consistency, faith in Allah and support of my parents 
ir Dr. Irfan Waheed Osmani & Sir Dr Sajjad Ali 


top and see how one particular subject 
overlaps or complements other subjects. 
Moreover, one should also keep in mind the 
availability of good mentors for the subject 
one wants to opt for. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for your 
success? 


My Interview 

Experience 
Overall, my experience was a 
good one. Obviously, | was 
nervous and had many things 
crossing my mind at that time 
but once the interview began, 
the things started rolling, and 
the kind attitude of the 
panellists helped a lot. The 
interview revolved around 
different topics like history, 
philosophy, current affairs and 
events, and some other topics 
as well. Overall, it lasted for 45- 
50 minutes. 


HuR: First of all, my success owes itself to the 
bounties, blessings and favours of Allah 
Almighty without whose providence I 
wouldn't have been here. 


Secondly, care, diligence, hard work and 
perseverance with which my parents trained 
me to face the challenges of life is behind my 
place and position today. They provided me 
with everything I could wish for and even 
think of - a debt I doubt I will be able to pay 
back ever. 


Last but not least, I would like to pay my 
gratitude and thanks to the efforts and 
guidance of Sir Dr Sajjad Ali, Sir Dr Waheed 
Osmani, and Sir Amanullah Gondal for 
getting me through this journey. 


JWT: As interviewers usually grill the 
interview candidates, how did you manage 
the situation? 


HuR: I would agree with the part that 
interview can be a gruesome task for most 
aspirants. But, | think - and this is what! tried 
to do - keeping oneself cool and composed 
during the process is of great importance. 
Moreover, keeping one's answer focused and 
precise can also help smooth the entire 
process. &) 


My Tips on: 

Selection of optional subjects 
1, Focus on interests and 
academic background 
2. Opt carefully 
3. Cover the subject in its 
entirety 

Revision 

1, Prepare short notes while revising 


2. Focus on essentials 


Making Notes 

1. Prepare detailed notes 

2. Cover all the topics 

3. Internalize and practice what is in the 
notes 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 


\ . 

: Jawad Hussain Malik (JHM): | have done BS 
(Hons) in Computer Science and MSc in 
International Relations from University of 

Sargocha, Advanced Diploma in English from NUML 

Islamabad, and LLB from Islamia University, Bahawalpur. 
Moreoy er, | got certifications in website development. 

JWT: How much helpful did you find Jahangir's World 

Times (JWT) in your preparation for PMS exam? 


JH™: JWT has been instrumental in my struggle for acing 
PMS exam. It improved my analytical skills and opinion- 
king ability. The interviews of allocated 
candidates in PMS and CSS provided me 
sane advice to move forward. Moreover, 


mi 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


Compulsory Subjects 


Ef Articles and MCQs in JWT proved 
to be a source of updating my 

knowledge base. | used to extract 

Valuable information and remedies 


for various problems from JWT 
magazine for making my notes. 55 


In Conversation with 


Jawad Hussain Malik 
22nd in Punjab, PMS 2020-21 


JWT Edit. Board 


examination, I turned those into precise points. I kept on 
revising them regularly. As book-reading is my hobby, so! 
used references of various books for validating my 
arguments in compulsory papers. 


Likewise, I invested a lot of effort in General Knowledge. 
For this paper, I studied FPSC and PPSC past papers, read 
newspapers regularly and used online sources for 
preparation. Moreover, I used to explore world map on a 
regular basis. I developed my own data bank for this 
purpose as well. This strategy paid off. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks in the written part of PMS exam? 


JHM: Writing a good answer is a skill. I had devised a 5- 
point strategy for this purpose. This included quotations, 
references of books, maps, facts/statistics and case 
studies. This strategy, in my opinion, was a must for all my 
written exam papers. Moreover, I focused a lot on 
presentation skills as an answer must be written in a way 
that it immediately grabs the attention of the examiner. I 
believe that a candidate's paper is his/her product and 
(s)he must make it unique for securing good marks. 


JWT: Your marks in Essay are outstanding, how did you 
structure that? 


JHM: I structured my essay into 4 
components, i.e. 1) issue, 2) extent of the 
issue, 3) causes and 4) remedies. As time 


articles and MCOs in JWT proved to be a 
source of updating my knowledge base. I 
used to extract valuable information and 


English Essay 


English (Précis & Composition) 


allowed for Essay paper is two hours, one 
must be careful about the time 


remedies for various problems from JWI 
magazine for making my notes. 


Urdu 


Pakistan Afairs 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to 
getting through compulsory papers of 
PMS exam, especially that of General 


Geography 


Social Work 


Knowledge? 


JHM: J had developed separate notes for Viva Voce 


each compulsory subject. Before 
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[General Knowledge 
Islamic Studies rll 
Optional Subjects 
Mass Comer unication , 
_ Total Written 


Grand Total 293, 


management. I used the first 30 minutes 
for making a rough sketch and then writing 
a neat outline at the start. Hence, I was left 
with 90 minutes. Then, | gave 30 minutes to 
each portion. | incorporated my critical 
thoughts, statistics, authentic 
reports/case studies, along with 
quotations, in my arguments. Moreover, I 
wrote concise and compact sentences and 
avoided flowery language. 
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fYour inspiration | Shoukat Ali (PAS) , Mirza Faran Baig (PSP 


The simple formula for essay writing is write, write and 


write. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent marks in English 
Essay and Islamiat, what was your strategy for both 
these papers? 


JHM: Alhamdulillah, I scored the highest marks in these 
two papers. For English Essay, continuous practice was my 
primary strategy. I had made outlines on the topics of past 
English Essay papers and written essays on them. Then, I 
got those evaluated from teachers and worked on my 
weak areas identified by them. One must keep in mind 
that essay writing is a technique as well as a skill. 
Paragraph writing is precondition for learning 
this skill. I used to write paragraphs on a 
variety of socio-economic topics regularly as 
well as two essay outlines daily. 


Similarly, Islamiat deserves smart studies. I | 
attempted Islamiat in Urdu as my focus was to 
include Quranic verses, Ahadith, poetry, 
comparative analysis of religions in each 
question. I also used rational views of 
international writers to substantiate my 
arguments. These prerequisites facilitate in 
fetching high score in Islamiat. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt optional papers 
In Urdu or one should go with English only? 


JHM: | personally believe that the language = 
doesn't matter in optional subjects. What | 
matters most is the quality of your content, in- 
depth studies, rational opinion, out-of-the- 
box solutions and, more importantly, | 
convincing ideas. 


JWT: How one should choose Optional 


Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


"Three sources are required for making notes: 


1, Dawn newspaper, JWT, The Economist 
2. Research-based books 
3. Inclusion of successful models and case studies 


Revise notes every three days to make things last long in 
your mind. ; 


Subjects? 


JHM: Optional subjects should be chosen keeping in 
view one's own aptitude and academic background, 
as well as the scoring trends. One gets a fair idea of 
all three ingredients by coming across the past 
papers. It is through wise selection of subjects that 
one's allocation in PMS is secured. 


JWT: What strategy would you advise the prospective 
aspirants to prepare for the PMS exam? 


JHM: Find a mentor who guides you in a sincere manner. 
Always start from scratch and develop your competitive 
exposure with the passage of time. Spend each day 
productively. Do extraordinary effort for turning your 
dreams into reality. Do as much writing as you can. 
Appear in mock exams to make your writing skills 
matchless. 

JWT: Who deserves the credit for your success? 


JHM: My parents played a vital role in my allocation. My 
father, M. Hussain Malik, always encouraged 
and supported me through thick and thin. Moral 
boost is sine qua non as acing competitive exam 
! is sometimes a Herculean task. My family, and 
especially my wife, boosted my morale 
whenever I found myself caught in gloom and 
’ doom. I was fortunate enough to have mentors 
like Sir Faran Baig, Abdul Wahab Jadoon and Sir 
Rizi Abidi who contributed significantly in my 
success. 


JWT: As interviewers usually grill the 
interview candidates, how did you manage 
the situation? 

JHM: My interview was conducted in a very 
cordial atmosphere. I had an edge to be in the 
government service already so I was well aware 
of the administrative structure of Punjab. The 
worthy Chairman asked questions from Current 
Affairs and International Relations which were 
the areas of my strength. The members of the 
/ panel focused on compulsory and optional 
subjects, as well as on opinion-based questions. 
I remained 
confident and 
answered all 


Burn the midnight oil for acing the PMS exam. Always do hard work and never feel gloomy. . , 
questions in a 


pragmatic way. &) 


Devise a well-thought-out strategy by taking your mentors in confidence. Seek help from Allah 
Almighty during your struggle phase. Try to make book-reading your hobby and achieve fluency 


in writing English. 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 
Muhammad Abid Sarwar (MAS): | completed 
my BS Hons in English Literature and Political 
Science from Forman Christian College (A 
Chartered University). Apart from this, I did 
LLB from University of the Punjab. Later on, I pursued my 
career in private firms and_ started preparing for 
competitive exams. 
JWT: How much helpful did you find 
Jahangir's World Times (JWT) in your 
preparation for PMS exam? 
MAS: I used to read Jahangir's World 
Times magazine regularly. Since the 
content and quality is part and parcel to 
prepare for any competitive exam, it is one 
of those magazines that serve this 
purpose during preparation. It is 
recommended that aspirants must read 
JWT magazine along with the Economist, 
Foreign Policy and Diplomat. 
JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to 
getting through compulsory papers of 
PMS exam, especially that of General 
Knowledge? 
MAS: To-the-point preparation is the key 
to sailing through this challenging journey. For the 
preparation of compulsory subjects, one must read 
quality content. Sources may vary from recommended 
books and magazines, to the Internet. Usage of quotes, 
facts & figures and authentic references does create a 
difference. I recommend notes-making for all subjects. 
As for GK paper, which is one of the hardest nuts to crack, 
one must go through the past papers. Moreover, taking a 
session for GK from a seasoned mentor also increases 
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Your role model 


JWT Editorial Board 


prospects of securing good marks. It gives you a fair idea 
of the path to follow while preparing for the GK. 

JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks in the written part of PMS exam? 

MAS: First, I would say that writing practice is at the heart 
of preparation. It is the key with which you can open the 
avenues of success. The more you practice, the better your 
prospects of a high score. Since the dynamics of the PMS 
exam have taken a paradigm shift, an aspirant is required 
to come up with quality, quantity and creativity. It is 


Sir Javaid Mehmood 


English literature , political science, LLB 

Forman Christian College A Chartered University, Universi 
Averagely 7 hours but effective stud 

Largely relied on the internet and Foreign authors 

Poetry, Book Reading, Travelling 

Resilient, optimistic 

Still looking for... 

Letter to a Child never Born 

What you seek is seeking you. 

Motivation, can-do attitude and consistenc 


of Punjab 


creativity and quality that matter a lot. Art of being 
creative while attempting a paper makes your answer 
sheet conspicuous, leading to high score. 

JWT: Your marks in Essay are outstanding, how did you 


structure that? 

MAS: To me, English Essay is all about relevance, 
coherence, clarity of thoughts, and originality. The more 
you take care of these parameters, the more you are to be 
rewarded. Choosing a right topic is fundamentally 
important. Try to avoid any adventure. Do not go for a 


66 | used to read Jahangir’s World Times magazine regulally 


Since the content and quality is part and parcel to prepareto 
any competitive exam, it is one of those magazines that serve 


this purpose during preparation. 
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Advice for Fresh Aspirants 


Always try to stay motivated, 
hardworking and consistent. Identify 
your strengths and weaknesses 
Polish and utilize your strengths and 
work on your weaknesses. Avoid the 
company of people infested with 
negativity, undue criticism and 


hopelessness. Always remember, if 
you are committed to achieving 
something, you are bound to achieve 
it 


unique topic, if you don't have crystal-clear understand- 
ing of that. There is no harm if you go with majority. I 
made a rough outline and refined it while focusing on the 
above-mentioned parameters. The simple formula for 
essay writing is write, write and write. 

JWT: Since you have scored excellent marks in 
Political Sclence and Public Administration, 
what was your strategy for both these papers? 
MAS: One must understand that good 
presentation of paper is very important. While 
attémpting subjects such as Political Science, | 
profoundly focused on pictorial illustrations, i.e. 


shapes, tables, charts. Make it easy for the Sam 


examiner while attempting paper. 
For Public Administration, I focused on case 
studies and practical manifestations. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in 

mind while writing answers? 

MAS: Gone are the days when length of answers would 
take precedent in terms of score. Now, the dynamics of 
exam have changed. Quantity and quality equally matter. 
An aspirant is required to provide a blend of both. As far 
as pages are concerned, 6 to 9 pages would make a good 
answer. 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


JWT: Is it better to 
attempt optional 
papers in Urdu or 


‘ompulsory Subjects one should go with 
glish Essa English only? 
English (Précis & Composition) [i MAS: Language 


skills matter a lot. 
However, it is 
recommended that 
one should go for 
English. The very 
rationale behind it 
is that most of the 
content is available 
in English. The only 
exception lies with 


Knowled 


Pakistan Affairs 
islamic Studies 
ptional Subjects 
olitical Science 
ublic Administration 
Social Work 


VIVOla g mia 


Viva Voce 


a weenie: | 
Grand Total 


Selection of optional subjects1. Your 
educational background may support you 


“2 Scoring tend and interest» of an 
) aspirant AS a 


‘ 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


My Interview Experience 


My interview went great. It lasted around 35 
minutes. While giving my introduction, | 
highlighted my strong areas. Interviewers 
focused on phonetics in the start as | had 
English Literature as a major. Some questions 
were personality-related. | explained them 
each point and remained honest. Interview 
panel doesn't need your knowledge, they 
check whether you are composed or not. So, | 
remained easy and comfortable. The panel 
asked me various conceptual and analysis- 
based questions from my optional subjects 
and | responded accordingly. 


the paper of Islamic Studies, as it is easy to collect and 
memorize Quranic verses, Ahadith, sayings of Muslim 


Scholars in Urdu. 
JWT: How one should choose Optional Subjects? 
MAS: First, educational background is important. If your 


My Tips on 
Making Notes 


Three sources are required for making 
notes: 


1. Dawn newspaper, JWT, The 
Economist 


2, Research-based books 


$. [nclusion of successful modals and 
case studies 


background supplements some optional subjects, go for 
it. Otherwise, one may consider one's own interest and 
scoring trend. Importantly, past papers of last five years 
must be consulted to have a fair idea of the syllabus, 
paper pattern and the depth of knowledge required to 
prepare for a certain subject. 

JWT: Who deserves the credit for your success? 

MAS: Well, most of the credit goes to my parents and 
siblings who kept me motivated throughout the journey. 
Prayers of your loved ones, including your friends, play 
an important role. Above all, Allah Almighty has been 
very kind.. 

JWT: As interviewers usually grill the interview 
candidates, how did you manage the situation? 

MAS: Interview is a very crucial part of PMS exam. During 
the interview, the panellists assess one's personality in 
great depth. That is why the panel leaves no stone 
unturned to explore every possible aspect of one's 
personality. Staying confident, composed and motivated 
is the key to getting through. If you don't know the 
answer, there is no harm in saying sorry. Try to be honest 
in your answers, Don't try to impress the panel unneces- 
sarily. Be what you are! 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


G6 JWT proved to be a great source of 
well-researched articles that enhanced 
my knowledge base while their social 
media pages provided a great platform 
for staying updated with daily news and 
learning MCQs 59 


In Conversation with 


Abid Mumtaz Khan 


48th in Punjab, PMS 2020-21 


fp 


Jahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 
please tell us about your educational 
background? 
Abid Mumtaz Khan (AMK): | did my MBBS 
from SIMS Lahore with specialization in 
Dermatology. 


JWT: How much helpful did you find Jahangir's World 
Times (JWT) in your preparation for PMS exam? 

AMK: | got a great deal of help from Jahangir's World 
Times as well as from their Facebook page. The _ 
magazine proved to be a great source of well- on 
researched articles that enhanced my 
knowledge base while their social media 
pages provided a great platform for staying 
updated with daily news and learning MCQs 
of both compulsory and optional subjects 
of PMS exam. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to 
getting through compulsory papers of PMS 
exam, especially that of General Knowledge? 
AMK: My strategy for compulsory subjects was quite 
simple. I used to make my own notes using three sources: 

one book of a local publisher written according to the. 
syllabus, one or two books recommended by Punjab 

Public Service Commission (PPSC), and Internet sources 

targeting the topics the syllabus carries. These sources 

helped me in preparing quality content for the 

compulsory subjects. 

As far as GK paper is concerned, | believe that preparing 

past papers conducted by PPSC and having a good 

command over geography of the world in general and of 

Pakistan in particular is the key. 
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key to success, Read 
a lot and keep 
writing! 
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JWT: How answers should be written to get maximum 
marks in the written part of PMS exam? 

AMK: The answer to this important question is quite 
simple. To finish with maximum score, qualitative content 
has to be presented in the paper. And that comes only 
through extensive reading and rigorous written practice. 
Moreover, paper presentation is also very crucial. All 
answers should be supplemented with relevant statistics, 
facts and graphical representations to attract the 
attention of the examiner. 


JWT: How did you structure your Essay? 
AMK: Essay has two important parameters: 
an impressive outline and very relevant 
content that adequately targets the 
demands of the topic. 

I wrote a self-explanatory outline and 
elaborated that with appropriate and 
authentic facts references in the 
introductory and body paragraphs. To me, 
relevancy is the key for writing a high-scoring 
Essay. 


JWT: Since you have scored excellent marks in 
Agriculture and Punjabi, what was your strategy for 
both these papers? 

AMK: I consulted best possible books as well as Internet 
sources with some websites regarding Agriculture. 

For Punjabi, memorizing maximum verses, and doing 
maximum writing practice, was extremely helpful. 


JWT: Should there be some word limit kept in mind 


while writing answers? 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


The unflinching support of my family, friends 
and teachers is the reason behind my 
success. 


AMK: Yes, an average of 6-7 pages must be 
written for each question, while keeping the 
content highly relevant to the demands 
of the question. 


JWT: As interviewers usually 


JWT: Is it better to 
attempt optional 
papers In Urdu or one 


grill the Interview 
candidates, how did 
you manage the 


situation? 

AMK: My interview 
experience was quite 
pleasant. Though, I was 
bombarded by the panel 
with a lot of challenging 
token questions, yet my 
confidence in handling 
the pressure enabled me 
to score quite well in 
interview. 


should go with English 
only? 

AMK: In my opinion, 
English is a_ better 
medium as major 
portion of our 
preparation is based on 
the study of resources 
written in the English 
language - for, both 
Compulsory and 
Optional Subjects. 


However, Islamiat can be My Tips on: 
attempted in Urdu as it Selection of optional 
subjects 


enables one to write Quranic 


verses and ahadith with greater ease. Analysis of syllabus, past papers and 


; scoring trend is mandatory before 
y choosing any subject. 
Making Notes 
fhree sources are required for making comprehensive 
notes: 
1. A locally-published book for a subject 
2. One book recommended by PPSC 


JWT: How one should choose Optional 


Subjects? 
AMK: The first criterion for selection of Optional Subjects 


must be one's educational background. A subject you 
have a prior understanding about should be given 


iority / j instream social 
arwohide SacMnSsy, Subjects pie — 3. Internet sources (research papers) 
sciences can also be opted for while keeping an eye on the Revision 


syllabus, past papers and scoring trend of previous years. Make your notes on weekdays and revise them on 
weekends. & 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for your success? 
AMK: I would like to admit here that it was a team effort. 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational! 


background? 
Mohsin Iqbal Dhillon 


(MID): I completed my 
high school education from Sialkot. 
Later, I graduated with A grade Hons. 
in law from University Law College, 
University of the Punjab, Lahore. 


JWT: How much helpful did you 
find Jahangir's World Times (JWT) 
in your preparation for PMS exam? 
MID: By regularly consulting JWT 
magazine, I learned many research- 
based insights necessary to ace the 
competitive exam. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
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key to getting through compulsory 
papers of PMS exam, especially that 
of General Knowledge? 

MID: I think periodic revision, short 
notes and smart strategy to cover the 
syllabus make the key to getting 
good marks in compulsory subjects. 
For the Gk paper, I must say that it is 
not a hard nut to crack. To get 
excellent marks in this paper, I 
believe that multiple sources, ¢g. 
JWT magazine, Dawn, websites, 
should be consulted. Also, an 
analysis of past papers should be 
done to understand the paper 
pattern. 


JWT: How answers should be 
written to get maximum marks in 
the written part of PMS exam? 

MID: First of all, aspirants should try 


JWT Editorial Board 


“By regularly consulting 
JWT magazine, | learned 
many research-based 
insights necessary to ace 
the competitive exam.” 


Mohsin 
Iqhal Dhillon 


56th in Punjab, 
PMS 2020-21 
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EnglishEssay —s—s*(58 
Urdu 

Pakistan Affairs 
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80 
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Punjabi «dS 
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to absorb and brainstorm the target 
questions. One must underline the 
keywords of the question like 
discuss, explain and critically 
evaluate, etc. In a nutshell, dynamic, 
relevant content, backed by critical 
analysis, is the key to fetching high 
marks. 


JWT: Your marks in Essay are 
pretty good, how did you structure 
that? 

MID: I believe an impactful 
introduction, along with an 
insightful, self-explanatory outline, 
decides the fate of the Essay. I wrote 
my essay in the similar fashion, 
while keeping in mind the coherence 
of ideas and relevancy of thoughts. 


JWT: Since you have scored 
excellent marks in Political Science 
and Geography, what was your 
strategy for both these papers? 
MID: I consulted multiple sources 
for these subjects. In Political 
Science, I drew comparative 
analyses and gave credible 
references and relevant quotations. 
While in Geography paper, extensive 
use of maps, charts, graphs with 
almost equal length of the answers 
was my main consideration. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

MID: I think, quality information 
with a length of 6-7 pages is enough 
for a 20-mark question. Also, 


Rapid Fire 


Your strength 


Fave personali 


Fave book 


Your role model 


| never dreamed about success. | worked for it. —- Estee Lauder 
Persistence and consistenc 


My Interview Experience 


My interview started in a very cordial 
environment. | was asked a number of 
opinion-based questions. The most 
interesting discussion was on 
bureaucratic challenges and how public 
service delivery can be enhanced. | 
answered all the questions in a very 
positive, balanced and confident way. 


aspirants should directly hit the 
questions and must never go 
irrelevant. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt 
optional papers in Urdu or one 
should go with English only? 

MID: As the major part of PMS 
competitive exam is in English, so, | 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


would say that, barring Islamic 
studies - as it entails Quranic 
references, translation and 
examples - all subjects should be 
attempted in English. 


JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? 

MID: There should three main 
considerations while selecting the 
optional subjects: 

1. Educational background and 
overlapping of subjects 

2. Scoring trend and analysis of past 
papers 

3. Interest-based analysis of the 
different subjects 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
your success? 

MID: My family, peer group and my 
mentors deserve the credit for my 
success in PMS exam. 


JWT: As interviewers usually grill 
the interview candidates, how did 
you manage the situation? 

MID: For me, calmness, balanced 
approach and quality of analysis 
were the main cards to play in the 
interview. As my whole interview 
was opinion-based, I tried to manage 
the googlies by the panel through 
proper analysis and confidence. 
Also, aspirants should try to qualify 
themselves in a different and unique 
manner by creating some winning 
moments through quality answers.& 


My Tips on: 
Selection of optional subjects 


1. Major subjects of the degree 

2. Past papers and syllabus analysis 

3. — Scoring trend, to a certain extent 
Revision 


Periodic revision of the target subjects is a 
precondition to ace this ambitious exam. 


Making Notes 

Before making notes, an in-depth study of the 
course Is mandatory. Then, in my opinion, 
following sources should be consulted while 
making notes: 

1, Research avallable on different websites 

2. PPSC-recommended books 

3, Books by foreign authors and documentaries 
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


Confabulating with 


M. Usman Aslam 


SUB-INSPECTOR (INVESTIGATION) FIA 
FIA RECRUITMENT 2021-22 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): Please tellus 
about your educational background 

M. Usman Aslam (UA): | did my matricula- 
tion from Government High School Kasur 
and FSe (Premedica)) from District Public 
School (DPS) Kasur. Then, I did BSc and 
earned a master's degree in Economics from the 
University of the Punjab. 


JWT: How long did It take you to prepare for the Sub- 
Inspector (Investigation) FiA exam? 

UA: 1 completed my masters in June 2021, and started 
immediately preparing for one-paper (MCQs) exams, 
especially that for recruitment to Federal Investigation 
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success. Moreover, the 
guidance given at the WTI 


for the interview proved 
sues} 0 be the ultimate reason 
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JWT Edit. Board 
Agency (FIA), Pakistan's premier investigation agency. 


JWT: What were your principal resources? 

UA: For the preparation of Sub-Inspector (Investiga- 
tion) FIA exam, | used four main resources. They were: 
1. Comprehensive books 

2. Newspapers 

3. JWT magazine 

4. YouTube and other internet sources 


JWT: How much helpful was Jahangir's World Times 
during your preparations? 

UA: JWT played a pivotal role in my success. Moreover, 
the guidance given at the WTI for the interview proved 
to be the ultimate reason for my success. 
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JWT: How was your experience at the World Times 
Institute? 

UA: 1 joined WTI for interview preparation. The session 
here proved to be very helpful in my final interview. 
The lectures delivered there on personality grooming, 
Pakistan Affairs, Current Affairs and Islamic Studies 
helped me gain a thorough understanding of pertinent 
issues within a short period. 


JWT: How new aspirants should start preparations 
for the various FIA exams? 

UA: New aspirants should begin by reading a local or 
an international newspaper regularly. Then, they 
should cover the entire syllabus for all the General 
Knowledge-related subjects with the help of diverse 
sources. Consistency is the key. Do give your best and 
leave the result to Almighty Allah. 


JWT: Whatareas should (s)he focus? 
UA: A new aspirant should find out his/her weakness 
and should spend a maximum portion of preparation 
time on improving on those weak areas. 

JWT: What Is, In your opinion, an ideal time table 
forasound preparation? 

UA: There is no ideal timetable; some people are 
night owls while others are early birds. One 
should make timetable keeping in view the 
availability of time. But, I think, one should 
study 6-8 hours a day. 


JWT: What strategy should the in-job 
aspirants adopt as they have scant 
time at their disposal? 

UA: Such a person should set goals or 
devise a pragmatic study strategy, 
and work according to that. One 
must keep a book and a laptop on ? 
one's table in office. Moreover, one 
must cram some MCQs and read 
books if one finds any idle time. 

But, if you want to achieve something, 
you have to spend 4 to 6 hours on 
studies after office hours. 


JWT: How did you handle the interview 
pressure while before the panel? 

UA: Before entering the interview room, I was 
a bit nervous. However, when I entered the 
room, the panellists greeted me warmly and 
made me feel comfortable. The interview started 
with my introduction and the honourable 
panellists moved on to asking questions. The start 


Tit). ’ 
Thhie 


of the interview was not as bright as I had expected 
because I didn't know the answer to the very first 
question. But I didn't take pressure as I had made up 
my mind that even if failed to answer all questions, I 
will try to do my best. During the interview, I tried to 
make them laugh and it happened. It was a good 
moment to ease off the tension. The rest of the 
interview went smoothly. 


JWT: Please share some questions the panellists 
asked during the interview? 

UA: Some of those were: 

1. Introduce yourself? 

2. What does your father do? 

3. Why did you not choose your father's profession? 

4. Questions about my degree, city (Kasur), and 
hobbies. 

5. Some questions related to the department 


ie 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): Please tell us 

about your educational background 

Qamar Ali (QA): I did my BSc in Mechanical 

Engineering from University of Engineering and 

Technology (UET), Lahore. Currently, | am doing 

my MPhil in Thermal Power Engineering. 

JWT: How long did it take you to prepare for 
the Assistant Section Officer (S&GAD) exam? 
QA: My first attempt was in 2019 when I appeared in the 
exam conducted for recruitment as Sub-Inspector, However, 
Icouldn't enter the final merit list by just a minor difference. 
Then, after making preparations for two months, I appeared 
in the “Ziladar” exam and qualified for the interview but, 
unfortunately, PPSC stopped the recruitment process due to 
some uncertain reasons. After that, I decided to prepare for 
other exams conducted, every now and then, by PPSC and 
started from scratch. In the next phase, I made preparations 
for around six months and appeared in all major exams 
conducted by PPSC with full zeal. However, 
my principal focus was on 'Tehsildar', 
‘Assistant S&GAD”, 'Naib Tehsildar' 
and Sub-Inspector. I also took 
examinations for recruitment as 
Assistant Director and Sub- 
Inspector, Ministry of Defence. 
Alhamdolillah, I cleared all these 
exams. So, roughly my preparation 
time was around ‘one year’. 
JWT: What were your principal 
resources? 
QA: My principal resources during 
the preparation phase were 
“Encyclopedia General Knowledge 
by JWT Publications and my hand- 
written notes that played a vital role 
in revision during the last days. 
JWT: How was your experience at 
World Times Institute during your 
preparations? 
QA: After qualifying the written exam 
for Assistant Section Officer (S&GAD), 
I joined World Times Institute for 
interview preparation which is as 
important as qualifying the written 
exam. To be honest, WII was my 
trusted partner and | appeared in a 
number of mock interviews 
conducted there. The feedback | got 
gave me a Clear view of my standings 
and enhanced my skills. The whole 
faculty of WTI was very supportive all 
through my preparation for the 
interview, especially Sir Adnan Bashir 
AC (UT), who used to give me his time 
for checking my answers for 
predicted questions. So, overall my 
journey was great. 


KES ery 
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“WTI was my trusted partner and | appeared 
in a number of mock interviews conducted 
there. The feedback | got gave me a clear view 
of my standings and enhanced my skills.” 
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JWT: How newaspirants should start preparations for the 
various one-paper exams? 

QA: First of all, anew aspirant should come out of the fear of 
failure. S(he) should believe in incremental change. S(he) 
should set realistic targets and remain consistent and 
dedicated to achieve those. A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step. Without any kind of fear in mind, 
one should take that single step. 

JWT: What areas should (s)he focus? 

QA: The areas one should focus are: command on basic 

concepts, comprehensive analysis of past papers and to-the- 

point study according to syllabus. 

JWT: What is, in your opinion, an Ideal time table for a 

sound preparation? 

QA: Passing the FPSC and PPSC exams is a game of chance 
that starts after hard work. I, therefore, believe that six 

hours a day for a year, at least, should be dedicated for 

satisfactory preparation. 

JWT: What strategy should the in-job aspirants adopt as 

they have scant time at their 
disposal? 
QA: In-job aspirants can easily 
prepare with proper time 
management as they can easily 
manage themselves after their duty 
hours. I strongly believe in a 
proverb “No pain, No gain”. 
JWT: How did you handle the 
interview pressure while before 
the panel? 
QA: I overcame the interview 
pressure by giving rigorous mock 
interviews at WTI. In a nutshell, I 
would say, “Practice makes a man 
perfect". 
JWT: Please share some questions the 
panellists asked during the interview? 
QA: My interview was mainly focused on 
every single word of my introduction 
that included my degree, my hobbies 
and my strong areas of interest. | 
believe that before appearing in the 
final interview, every aspirant should 
prepare and predict his or her 
interview by writing maximum 
predicted questions. 
JWT: On the basis of your 
experience, what tips would you 
give to the prospective aspirants? 
OA: On the basis of my experience, I 
would say that every aspirant should 
have the ability to skim data while 
making notes. Mere reading is 
insufficient, comprehension is 
important. Furthermore, revision is 
equal to expert ability. Do revise your 
subjects on a periodic basis and make 
your own notes, instead of relying on 
those of others. 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): Please tell us about your 


educational background 
Hafiz Muhammad Haroon Tahir (HMHT): | did my 


intermediate from a college in my native town, Pattoki. After 
that, | earned my BA degree from University of the Punjab and 
later, graduated from University of Management and 
Technology with an MAin English Literature. 


JWT: How long did it take you to prepare for the Tehsildar exam? 
HMHT: It took me 3-4 months of relevant preparation to prepare myself 


specifically for the Tehsildar exam, as it happened for the first time that PPSC 


included a 100-mark MCQs-based English exam. 
JWT: What were your principal resources? 
HMHT: The sources that | consulted for the preparation of Tehsildar exam 


were: 
1. General Knowledge Manuals 

2. Wren & Martin and other English Grammar books 

3. Newspapers 

4, One-liners on a variety of subjects by JWT Publications 

5. JWT magazine 

JWT: How was your experience at World Times Institute during your 


preparations? 
HMHT: Honestly, | had a wonderful experience at WTI. The lectures on 


personality grooming, communication skills, general knowledge, revenue- 
related portion, and current affairs not only increased my confidence but also 
broadened my knowledge base. Besides, a thorough understanding of job- 
related aspects developed through interaction with retired officers helped me 
greatly in my interview. 

JWT: How new aspirants should start preparations for the various one- 


Paper exams? 
HMHT: New aspirants should start with the study of the past papers to get an 


idea of the type of questions that are asked. Then, they should start reading an 
English newspaper regularly and consult diverse sources for preparation of 
general knowledge-related subjects. Aspirants should also keep the syllabus 
in view as being relevant is very important. Be consistent, and success will 


knock at your door very soon. 
JWT: What areas should they focus? 
HMHT: All the subjects are equally important. It is never wise to give too little 


time to any of the subjects. Also, an aspirant should pay special attention to the 
Subjects in which his/her knowledge is rather limited, and give maximum time 


to prepare those subjects. 
JWT: What, in your. opinion, is an ideal time table for a sound 


1st Position Tehsildar Exam 


Hafiz Muhammad 


a wonderful 
experience at WTI. The 
lectures on personality 

grooming, communication 
skills, general knowledge, 
revenue-related portion, and 
current affairs not only 
increased my confidence but 
also broadened my 


knowledge base. 


JWT Editorial Board 


preparation? 
HMHT: It is not the time-table but consistency that makes the difference. 


Therefore, | strongly advise aspirants to be consistent; whether they follow a 
timetable or not. One needs to study for 5-7 hours a day, whenever time is 


available. 
JWT: What strategy should the in-job aspirants adopt as they have scant 


time at their disposal? 
HMHT: Being in ajob hardly exonerates an aspirant from working hard. Such 


aspirants need to devise a balanced study plan and work according to that. | 
myself was in a job while preparing for the Tehsildar exam, and in my 
observation, maintaining a work-study balance isn't as hard as it seems, if itis 
dealt with rationally. Such aspirants are advised to keep some of the sources 


at their offices or ona laptop, so that they can study in their free time. 
JWT: How did you handle the interview pressure while before the panel? 
HMHT: Pressure is always there. Instead of trying to counter it with too much 


positivity, one should channelize it. Alittle fear always helps us to perform well, 
but do not allow it to get on your nerves. For that, | tried to have a smile on my 
face come what may. Ithelped me transform the atmosphere of the room into a 
pleasant one. During my interview, the worthy chairman expressed his 
annoyance as | was digressing while answering one of the questions. But | 
didn't lose confidence. | had decided that I would give myself lifelines, which | 
did. | couldn't answer a few questions, but | simply apologised in a gracious 
manner. Also, | made full use of my sense of humor, and it helped me in 
keeping the panel engaged. 

JWT: Please share some questions the panellists asked during the 


interview? 
HMHT: Some of the questions were; 
1. You are already serving in the same pay scale, why do you want to shift 


to this department? 
2. How would you prove to be a good officer? 
3. Questions related to my degree, current department and current affairs. 


4, Questions related to the Department 
JWT: On the basis of your experience, what tips would you give to the 


prospective aspirants? 
HMHT: My first and foremost advice would be to have faith in your abilities. 


Work hard yet smart and do so consistently. Preparation is the best part of the 
journey as it is the metamorphosis of the whole personality of an aspirant. 
Customized notes, analysis of the syllabus and past papers will greatly help 
you in achieving your goals. Also, don't forget to live your life to the fullest, as 
only ahappy person is a productive person. 
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ahangir's World Times 
(JWT): Please tell us 
about your educational 
background 

Arsalan Arain (AA): | did 
my graduation in 
Business Administration 
from Fast University Karachi. To 
further my education, I did LLB from 
University of Sindh. Currently, my 
MPhil in Defense and Strategic 
Studies from Air University, 
Islamabad is in its final stage. 


JWT: How long did it take you to 
prepare for Deputy Chief Adminis- 
trative Officer, Ministry of Defense 
exam? 

AA: I have been preparing for 
competitive exams since 2018. 
Recruitment process for the post | 
have been selected for consists of 
two phases: (1) written exam 
comprising two papers, i.e. English 
Essay and Composition; and (2) 
Interview. 

Both these papers were not easy as 
they seem because time constraint 
was there and papers were lengthy. 
There were 15 questions in 
professional paper out of which 10 
questions were to be attempted in 3 
hours. Mostly, questions were related 
to PPRA Rules, public administration 
and human resource management, 
computer, financial accounting, 
management, governance and public 
policy. Though it took me 15 days for 
the preparation of written exam, it 
was my knowledge base and 
extensive writing practice that 
helped me to ace this part. 


JWT: What were your principal 


resources? 
AA: My principal resources were: 
books, JWT magazine and the 


Internet (news articles and YouTube), 


JWT Editorial Board 


JWT: How much helpful was 
Jahanglr's World Times during your 
preparations? 

AA: The role played by JWT was likea 
family head who guides other 
member to success. Research-based 
material published in JWT helped me 
a lot in acing questions related to 
Current Affairs and Pakistan Affairs, 
especially during the interview. ; 


JWT: How was your experience at 
World Times Institute during your 
preparations? 

AA: My experience at World Times 
Institute was indeed a rewarding one. 
Soon after I was short-listed for the 
interview for this post, a WTI 
alumnus, Shahab Aslam (PAS, 2016), 
recommended it to me for interview 
preparation. The very next day, I left 
for Lahore to join WTI. I found the 
faculty as well as the administration 
very cooperative and supporting. Ms 
Tehmina Habib, in-charge of our 
classes, waS a real source of 
inspiration there. Sir Moazam Lodhi 
was the one who helped me to 
identify my weaknesses and work on 
those. I learned humbleness from 
personality of Sir Adeel Niaz; his all- 
out support to aspirants in WTI is 
really commendable. 


JWT: How new aspirants should 
start preparations for the various 
one-paper exams? 

AA: In my opinion, new aspirants 
must work on their language first as 
it is the only way of communication 
between them and the examiner. 
Improved English-language — skills 


Gk Research-based material published in JWT helped me a lot In acing ques- 
tions related to Current Affairs and Pakistan Affairs. bh] 
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will also help them better 
comprehend books, newspapers and 
other sources preparation. Then, 
they must join an academy like WTI 
for gaining command on subjects to 
score high marks. 


JWT: What areas should (s)he 


} 


focus? 

AA: I believe the major areas on 
which the aspirants should focus are 
English (written), General Ability and 
Current Affairs. 


JWT: What is, in your opinion, an 
ideal time table for a sound 
Preparation? 

AA: I think there is no ideal time 
table for sound preparation as it may 
vary from person to person. | 
recommend aspirants to practice 
writing 2-3 hours on a daily basis and 
Same is best for reading as well. 
Doing so will increase not only their 
knowledge but also their stamina to 
Perform well in the final exam. 


JWT: What strategy should the in- 


job aspirants adopt as they have 
scant time at their disposal? 

AA: I was working as tax consultant 
during preparation for this exam, sol 
reduced my sleep time to 5-6 hours. I 
would suggest in-job aspirants ,to 
limit their interaction with people 
and try to cash their time in learning 


new things that are relevant to their 
exams. Judicious use of time is the 
best strategy. 


JWT: How did you handle the 
interview pressure while before the 
panel? 

AA: I had no pressure of final 
interview because the pressure | 
faced during WTI's mini and grand 
mock interviews had helped me 
prepare well and had boosted my 
confidence in myself. Since I was the 
penultimate candidate to be called in 
for interview, I had to wait for a long 
time and it was really exhausting. 
However, as I entered the interview 
room, the panel welcomed me and 
asked me to have a seat. Meanwhile, I 
oriented myself to the surroundings 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


and, resultantly, I was more 
confident than before and my energy 
level had boosted. I strongly believe 
that if one had passed mock 
interviews at WTI, one can pass any 
interview in life. 


JWT: Please share some questions 
the panellists asked during the 
interview? . 

AA: There was no introduction; they 
asked me about my family members. 
Some of the questions the worthy 
panellists asked are as follows: 

How you will manage stress in much- 
stressed work environment? 

How do you see a grade-18 post? Is it 
a high-level seat or a mid-level one, 
and why? 

Give the names of elected prime 
ministers from Sindh. (As I answered 
this question, one panellist initiated 
discussion on First PM Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan and Karachi). 

Name any two sea ports of Sindh and 
three of Pakistan. 

Three questions were related to 
Business Administration. 

Question regarding economy of 
Pakistan. 

Questions regarding job description. 
What is the difference between hard 
work and smart work? Which one is 
better? 

Pakistan's new political map and my 
take onit. 

Discussion on CPEC. (Panellists 
allowed me to speak on it for 15-20 
minutes. I started from OBOR to 
CPEC's prospects for China and 
Pakistan and then discussed its 
projects in detail.) 

Overall, the interview lasted for 
around 50 minutes. 


JWT: On the basis of your 
experience, what tips would you 
give to the prospective aspirants? 
AA: My advice to aspirants is very 
simple. Adopt  self-accountability 
and persistency. Setting any goal is 
useless sans action. Try to learn 
things and build your knowledge 
base. To achieve one's goals, one 
must develop means and _ better 
utilize one's time. 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): Please tell us 
about your educational background 

Faran Khalid (FK): | completed my primary 
and intermediate education from 
Hafizabad. After that, I graduated from 
University of Engineering and* Technology, 
Lahore, in Geological Engineering. | completed my 
second bachelors in civil engineering from the same 
institute, later on. 


JWT: How long did it take you to prepare for the 
Assistant Section Officer (S&GAD) exam? 

FK: This is really a tricky question. Although I secured 
7th position in ‘Inspector Customs’ examination, I 
prepared for it ina very short time of just two weeks as 
I was, in those days, preparing to appear in final exams 
of the last semester of my second bachelor's degree. 
However, my preparation was very direct as it was only 
syllabus-orientated and was based, to a large extent, on 
the analysis of past papers. 

For the descriptive paper, the time available for 
preparation was about three weeks. I allotted one week 
each to Current Affairs/Pak Affairs, English and 
Islamic Studies, respectively. 


“The rigorous mock interview ~~ 


sessions were a blessing as" 
they prepared me for the final 
interview.” 
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JWT: What were yoor principal resources? 

FK: My principal resources were very diverse. 

For screening exam 

1. Past papers (I analyzed how the examiner sets the 
paper) 

2: Different online sources 

3. MCQs published every month in JWT magazine 

For descriptive exam 

It was a tough nut to crack. I followed a very direct 
approach after FPSC uploaded the syllabus for this 
post. Since it was mostly based on current affairs, I 
checked the Current Affairs past papers of CSS, then 
shortlisted the dimensions and did a directed study. 
Sources I used for this part included: 

1. Al Jazeera and Dawn articles 

2. For domestic affairs, JWT magazine 

3. CFR articles 


JWT: How was your experience at World Times 
Institute during your preparations? 

FK: It was a very good experience. I learnt a lot here. 
WTI is like a second home to me. I first joined it to 
prepare for CSS examination, and later returned to the 
Institute for the interview session. It was very helpful 


Inspector of Customs/Intelligence Officer 
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indeed. The rigorous mock interview sessions were a 
blessing as they prepared me for the final interview. 
Tips shared by the mock interview panellists really 
made me aware of my weaknesses and motivated me to 
work on them. Especially, Sir Azmat and Sir Ahsan 
helped me a lot to find the correct approach to tackle 
the difficult questions. 


JWT: How new aspirants should start preparations 
for the various one-paper exams? 

FK: New aspirants should start making preparations 
right after the publication of the advertisement. They 
should not wait for the announcement of exam date 
and should start their 
preparation as early as 
possible. 


JWT: What areas should 
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travelling times, etc. Just never give up on your dreams 


JWT: How did you handle the interview pressure 
while before the panel? 

FK: To be honest, I was much motivated and relatively 
calm. Being an engineer, | have gone through the 
process of viva voces during my degree, so it was a 
similar experience. Plus, the rigorous mock interviews 
at WTI did the trick. I have strong belief that if anything 
is meant for me, it will come to me. As Allah SWT has 
taken the responsibility of your Rizq, I wasn’t worried 
at all. This belief put my heart to ease. I did my part of 
sincere hard work and left the outcome to Allah. 


JWT: Please share some 

questions the 

— 4 po [are arn panellists asked during 
“ “¢ the interview? 


(s)he focus? 

FK: This is a very 
important question. The 
main focus should be on 
English, Current Affairs 
and Mathematics as 
examiners now mostly 
focus on the aforemen- 
tioned areas. If aspirants 
work on these three 
portions, it will set them 
apart from the rest of the 
lot of their fellows. 


JWT: What is, in your 
opinion, an ideal time 
table for a sound 
preparation? 

FK: An ideal time table to 
ace any one-paper exam is 
between 40 and 60 days 
for a beginner and 30-45 
days for an average 
aspirant. 


JWT: What strategy should the injob aspirants 
adopt as they have scant time at their disposal? 

FK: Well, in-job aspirants need to show determination 
if they want to achieve their goals. If you are doing a 
full-day job, you still have time in the evenings. Five 
hours a day can be a game-changer for your fate as 
hard work yields results. Believing in your own self is 
essential as well. So, instead of ‘wasting time on social 
media sites, use your phone in a productive way and 
diversify your knowledge, study in your break hours, 


FK: My interview was a 
bit lengthy; it consisted 
of three sections. First 
section was introduc- 
tory, about me and my 
educational 
background. Second 
section was about 
customs and Customs 
Act of Pakistan while the 
final section was about 
GK. It included 
questions from Current 
Affairs, Pak Affairs, EDS 
and Islamic Studies. 


JWT: On the basis of 
your experience, what 
tips you would give to 
the prospective 
aspirants? 

FK: Be honest with 
yourself and focus on 
your weak areas because only then can you overcome 
your shortcomings. Nowadays, you need to diversify 
your knowledge bank as examiners are setting tricky 
papers. Use multiple sources for preparation instead 
of mindlessly cramming past papers. Last but not 
least, our generation should learn the importance of 
prayers. Keep your parents happy and take good care 
of them and I can guarantee that you will achieve true 
success due to their prayers. As success is not 
permanent and failure is not final, so don't ever stop 


trying. g) 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): Please tell us 
about your educational background 
Engr. Dilip Kumar Mathi (DKM): | did my 
matriculation from D.U.Q. Govt. High School, 
Mirpurkhas, in 2008, and intermediate from 
SZABIST Intermediate College, Mirpurkhas, in 
2010. Later, for securing selection in my 
desired university and department, I studied 8 hours a day 
and, ultimately, got 25th position (out of 62 seats) for the 
Sindh Rural quota in the Dawood University of Engineer- 
ing & Technology, Karachi, to join my desired field of 
Petroleum & Gas Engineering in 2011. 1 completed my 
degree in 2015 in first division. During my studies, I did an 
internship in OGDCL. After graduation, in July 2016, I got 
a job as Drilling Engineer in CNPC Chuanging Drilling 


Engineering Company Limited (CCDC), Pakistan branch, * 


which further enriched my professional experience. 


JWT: How long did it take you to prepare for the 
Assistant Director Oil & Gas (Energy Department) 
exam? 

DKM: I took off from my job in 2019 and started 
preparations for this competitive exams. I have taken 
various One-paper exams, provincial competitive exams 
as well as three attempts of CSS - the result of my last CSS 
attempt, i.e. 2022, is yet to be announced. During the 


At wil, i was taught how to make lengthy 5 
and short notes, from where to study and. 
extract valuable information as well, as 


which books are worth readine: for the 


competitive exams. 
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preparation phase, I applied for this post which was 
advertised through Sindh Public Service Commission 
(SPSC). Luckily, I made it this time and secured a desired 
position for my career ahead. 


JWT: What were your principal resources? 

DKM: There were multiple resources which helped me 
throughout my journey of competitive exams. Among 
them, reading Dawn newspaper on a daily basis and JWT 
magazine on a monthly basis were the core sources which 
not only helped me cover the current affairs section but 
also provided me in-depth understanding of various 
dimensions of, and insights into, domestic and 
international issues. 


JWT: How was your experience at World Times Institute 
during your preparations? 

DKM: WTI has played a vital role in my preparation 
because it provided me with an environment I was looking 
for. The first motivational lecture by Sir Adeel Niaz really 
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inspired me a lot. It provided me with confidence in 
myself that I can be a public servant as well who can serve 
the nation. At WTI, I was taught how to make lengthy and 
short notes, from where to study and extract valuable 
information as well as which books are worth reading for 
the competitive exams. The WTI has competitive and 
cooperative mentors who helped me to overcome my 
weak points and enrich my writing skills. 

To be honest, I consider WTI a university for competitive 
exams and my experience there was marvellous. Because, 
the way teachers teach and engage with the aspirants is 
notably outstanding. The WTI basically trains aspirants in 
a way that they can establish their career successfully. 
Mentors were available to guide us all the time. 


JWT: How new aspirants 
should start preparations for 
the various one-paper — 
exams? 

DKM: I would suggest a few 
tips to the beginners. 

First, have a good command 
over the field of study you 
have done your degree(s) in. 
Second, do read English 
newspapers on a daily basis 
and extract the information 
related to your field. 

Third, read as many books as 
you can so as to relate your 
basic knowledge with 
different perspectives on 
various issues to hone your analytical skills. 

Fourth, make short notes in bulleted form by using lots of 
flowcharts, diagrams, key terms, ideas and headings, etc. 
Your notes should be structured in a way that when you 
look at them for revision, a single line should bring to your 
mind the whole topic. 

And lastly, write what you have learned and get your work 
evaluated. 


JWT: What areas should they focus? 

DKM: By looking at the syllabus and getting basic 
information about every topic, the aspirants should 
analyze it in multiple directions covering its social, 
economic, political and ideological dimensions. Also, they 
should work relentlessly on developing their writing 
skills. 


JWT: What is, in your opinion, an ideal time table for a 
sound preparation? 

DKM: In my case, I never decided how many hours a day to 
study. I simply used to decide the topics to cover for a day 
and complete them as quickly as I could. 


JWT: What strategy should the in-job aspirants adopt as 
they have scant time at their disposal? 


SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 


DKM: For the in-job individuals who wish to prepare 
themselves for any competitive exam, I would suggest 
that they should follow my strategy: Decide the topics to 
cover on a daily basis keeping in view the spare time they 
have. 


JWT: How did you handle the interview pressure while 
before the panel? 

DKM: Well, it was an amazing experience! I believe 
multiple things helped me in overcoming the interview 
pressure. For example, I had prepared myself with 
significant knowledge related to my field, my previous job 
experience helped me too and tremendous grip on current 
affairs provided me an extra edge. This had really boosted 
my confidence for the interview. 


JWT: Please share some 
questions the panellists 
asked during the 
interview? 

DKM: The panel started 
the interview by asking me 
about reason behind my 
university's name 
‘Dawood' and about his 
personality. Some other 
personal questions like 
why I prefer government 
job than a private one, why 
I was not moving to the 
Middle Eastern countries 
for work, etc. were also 
asked. Later on, they asked me a raft of questions related 
to my degree, thesis and internship experience. 
Furthermore, a technical panellist asked various technical 
questions related to my job experience and about the post 
I would be joining. In the end, they asked me a few 
questions about current and historical dynamics of oil 
industry and about relationship of global economy with 
world politics in regard to oil and gas. Some question 
about OPEC+, and surge in oil prices amid Ukraine-Russia 
war as wellas Venezuelan crisis were also asked. 


JWT: On the basis of your experience, what tips you 
would give to the prospective aspirants? 

DKM: On the basis of my experience, I would say, always 
have strong faith in divine energy and your own 
capabilities. Stay positive, committed and focused as you 
can ace any exam with your perseverance, consistency and 
hard work. Avoid daydreaming; work for your dreams 
instead. Divide your topics on a daily basis and get 
evaluated your work regularly. Last but not least, take care 
of your health, proper intake of nutrients and water as 


well as good sleep. 
Good luck to all aspirants! 
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New 
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he world has gone through a series of 
watershed moments in the recent years, clearly 
reshaping contemporary politics among 
nations. The new war theatre between states is 
the global financial markets and, unlike 
traditional warfare tactics and _ strategies, 
nations are now applying the proxies of 
commercial contracts to create their monopoly over their 
competitors. Now strategic competition is the new normal 
in world politics. With the current escalation of strategic 
competition among global powers, undermining world 
peace and making diplomacy unpredictable, Pakistan has 
shifted its focus from geopolitics to geoeconomics - 
relatively a new phenomenon that urges us to deliberate 
beyond the classical geopolitical conception of 
global power politics. 

Pakistani leadership has repeatedly signalled a 
shift from ‘geopolitics’ to 'geo-economics' in the 


“Indeed, we live in a time of uncertainty, The 
world order seems to be in a state of severe 
stress and disarray. In these times, foreign 
policy and geopolitics are largely linked to 
geoeconomics. From here on, the economy is 


in many ways our strategic compass, with a 
dominant presence as a priority of foreign 
policy.” 

— Shah Mehmood Qureshi (Foreign Minister 
of Pakistan) 
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In a fast-changing global and regional environment, 
economic security is key to human security and without 
human security, ensuring national security would 
be extremely challenging. Therefore, to 
strengthen Pakistan's economic security, it 
is necessary that an effective economic 
diplomacy strategy is formulated 
and pursued relentlessly. It is 
quite encouraging that the 


new vision of Pakistan's 
current leadership is centred 
around economic security. The main 
emphasis has shifted from geopolitics 
fo geo-economics which focuses on 
optimally utilizing Pakistan's. geo-economic 
location as the country offers a gateway and the 
shortest route to international seas to landlocked 
Central Asian republics, Afghanistan and West China. 


Engr. Sarfraz Nawaz 


recent months. The country's pivot from ‘geopolitics’ to 
'geo-economics' came into sharp focus recently when the 
Federal Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi chaired 
an interactive session on economic diplomacy with 
participation by Pakistan's envoys to US, Turkey, Austria, 
Iran, Russia, the Netherlands, and Permanent Representa- 
tives to New York and Geneva. As part of the government's 
efforts to promote economic diplomacy, he said, the 
envoys should make concerted efforts to implement the 
government's economic agenda. He apprised the 
participants ai out the government's robust reform 
measures for improvement of business climate in the 
country and said that Pakistan's ranking in 'ease of doing 
business' had _ significantly improved. Pakistan had 
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secured 6th place among the world's top 10 business 
climate improvers and its ‘business confidence ranking’ 
increased by 39 points as per OICCI's latest survey. 
Moreover, according to Bloomberg, this year alone, $300 
million has been invested in start-ups in Pakistan by the 
US, Singapore and UAE. “This is only the beginning, with a 
huge surge expected in the tech industry in the near 
future,” he said. 

By virtue of its geographical location, Pakistan holds 


geostrategic significance on the world map. The 
country possesses direct access to the warm 
waters of the Arabian Sea. It is the shortest route 
to the Indian Ocean for land-locked countries in 
Central Asia. Pakistan offers pivotal geo- 
economic location, regional connectivity, a huge 
consumer market with an expanding middle 
class, and a large segment of skilled, vibrant and 
youthful population to its valued investors. 

To take full advantage of its position, Pakistan 
aims to shift its focus from geo-politics to geoeconomics 
based on enhancing connectivity and paving the path for 
all-encompassing development. The reflection of the 
envisioned economic policy of inclusive growth and 
development can be witnessed in Pakistan's civil, military 
leadership's initiatives. The policymakers in Islamabad 
have realised that to take maximum benefit from its shift 
in policy, it must take advantage from the relationships it 
has cultivated with other nations throughout its 
diplomatic history, and even further expand on them. 

It is, indeed, a welcome paradigm shift in international 
relations of Pakistan, a country that has untapped 
potential of diversifying its economy and becoming more 
integrated with the global economy. A relationship built 
on the foundations of economic Cooperation and 
integration can serve as a much more robust and 
sustainable basis for bilateral engagement, Therefore, 
Pakistan must begin prioritising and marketing its 
economic potential instead of banking on its geostrategic 
location alone. 


ESSAYS 


First and foremost, we need to synchronise our foreign 
policy with the international economic policy and also 
shorten physical distances of our economic ambitions 
and relations, in order to truly achieve benefits of the geo- 
economic approach, It is in Pakistan's vital interest to 
make the economy the centrepiece of its foreign and 


national policy. 
There is hardly any commonality between the list of the 


most important allies of Pakistan, from the foreign policy 


“PAKISTAN HAS MADE A STRATEGIC 
PIVOT. FROM GEO-POLITICS TO 
GEO-ECONOMICS. THIS HAS MADE 
ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY ALL THE 
MORE IMPORTANT: 


Cees Pals “4 ‘i 
MAKHDOOM SHAH MAHMOOD. QURESHI 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF PAKISTAN 


perspective, the list of our geographical neighbours and 
the list of the largest trade and investment partners of 
Pakistan. 

China is an exception due to the special relationship and 
CPEC, though Pakistan's exports to China fail to qualify 
under this synchronisation test. Afghanistan is another 
exception due to its peculiar situation. 

There are certain challenges, yet more opportunities as a 
result of this paradigm shift. 

The first and foremost challenge is with changing the 
variable of politics with economics while keeping 
geography as a constant. Thus far, our national narrative 
of strategic depth has been built and strengthened over 
years on the foundations of politics with our neighbour- 
Ing COUNTIES. 

This depth has been kept mutually exclusive with the 
economic and trade depth, with the exception of China. 
Due to such positioning of our international relations, 
there may be short-term pain in certain quarters, but who 
says that we cannot have strategic depth with both the 
political and economic pillars, 
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In turn, this provides a huge opportunity. If our ‘strategic 
depth’ school of thought believes that we are politically 
important due to our geography, then we need to add a 
line that our geography also sits next to two of the biggest 
economies in the world (China and India), on the way to 
one of the most important sea trade routes of the world 
(Gwadar and Arabian Sea), and also next to the most 
underexplored global markets (Central Asia). 

Where and how to start then? 

Looking at Pakistan's potential economic geography, the 
neighbourhood has it all. We are doing well with China, 
although it is largely one-sided from the trade perspective. 
There is a huge potential for Pakistan's exports to China. It 
has been quite a while since signing the FTA with China, 
and, more importantly, with this level of special 
relationship between the two countries, there needs to be 
rethinking on our level of exports to China. 

What about India? Would it still be seen from a 
geopolitical lens? Probably yes! Nevertheless, the geo- 
economic lens does not have to be mutually exclusive. 

If we assume that there is no trade happening between 
Pakistan and India, then we are not serious in this 
discussion. If in doubt, try to look at trade via the UAE and 
other transit destinations including some African 
countries. 

Smuggling and trade via Afghanistan is additional to it. 
Why not to accept it as a reality and encourage formal and 
open trade. The potential is really huge, and has been 
analysed extensively through studies and simulations. 
Going a little far east, to Southeast Asia would be even 
more beneficial, if we could get some inroads into Asean 
markets. 

Moving to North and Northwest, Afghanistan is a big 
market for exports and investments of Pakistan but due to 
political situation, it may not yield its full potential in 
short to medium term. 

Looking beyond to Central Asian states 
is what we need to do immediately. 
There are some good signs to establish 
road connections with one of the 
countries in that region, but we need a 
full-fledged effort and immediate action 
to tap these relatively unexplored 
markets. 

These countries can provide us energy 
and food supplies while we can export 
intermediate and value-added goods 
and services. 

Going further to the West, Iran is a 
market that we need to revisit and 
rethink seriously. Yes, Iran is under 
sanctions but there could still be many 
opportunities that do not fall under this 
sanctions regime. Hopefully, Iran would 


a ee 
be out of this situation soon. In such ae 


scenario, have we done our homework 
on how to synergise our economic 
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relations? 
Getting back home, there are a couple of narratives that 
need bold rethinking and strategic decisions, if we really 
want to achieve our geo-economic ambitions. 
The first is to have a paradigm shift in our protectionist 
mindset for the economy. There is no doubt that we must 
protect our key sectors and encourage domestic 
industrial and services growth, but it has to be based on 
either productivity or yield growth, or if it is an essential 
public good that is benefiting the public at large. 
Having a look at the protected sectors such as auto and 
sugar, they do not apparently qualify under either of these 
criteria. Why are we protecting them, for a few capitalists? 
Secondly, we need to repurpose the subsidies and other 
fiscal-support mechanisms. Sectors such as agriculture 
are surely strategic enough to leave the efficiency 
argument behind, though a revisit may be helpful, but why 
to inject $7 billion into textiles to get $17 billion of 
exports in return. 
Why not to inject half of that $7 billion into more efficient 
sectors such as light engineering, surgical and sports 
goods, and services such as ICT, to get even more exports 
in return. 
The aforementioned two suggestions are necessary to 
make Pakistan's economy efficient and responsive, able to 
harness high-value global markets and resilient enough to 
absorb and internalise international competition due to 
opening up, particularly to neighbouring markets. 
Lastly, we need to have synchronisation between our 
foreign and trade policies. There should be a single 
international economic policy of Pakistan that 
corresponds to and advances the new geo-economic 
narrative. 
Neighbourhood has it all, let us harness it before the 
window of opportunity is closed. 

The writer is a CSS aspirant. 
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Causes, Instances and the way forward 


Definition 

Different experts and scholars have defined 
Islamophobia differently. Generally, 
Islamophobia is defined as 'fear of or hatred 
against Islam and the Muslims perceiving 
them as a political force or community which is against 
the West and Western values and involved in terrorism’. 
But this definition is subject of debate. 

Oxford Dictionary defines Islamophobia as: 

“Intense dislike or fear of Islam especially as a political 
force; hostility and prejudice towards the Muslims.” 
Mattias Gardell, a noted Swedish historian and scholar of 
comparative religion, defined Islamophobia as: 

“Socially reproduced prejudices and aversions to Islam 
and the Muslims as well as acts that attack, exclude and 
discriminate against Muslims.” 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 
defined Islamophobia as “fear of or prejudiced viewpoint 
towards Islam, Muslims and matters pertaining to them 
which either takes the shape of discrimination on daily 
basis or more violent forms - it is a violation of human 
rights and threat to social cohesion.” 

In 1996, the Runnymede Trust established the Commis- 
sion on British Muslims and Islamophobia (CBMI) chaired 


Muhammad Asim Jasra 


by Gordon Conway, the Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Sussex. Its report was published in November 1997 
which defined Islamophobia as under: 

“An outlook or worldview involving an unfounded dread 
and dislike of Muslims which results in practices of 
exclusion and discrimination.” 

Etymology . 

O The term is formed from 'Islam' and ‘phobia’ - 
the latter a Greek suffix which denotes aversion 
or fear. 

0 The term was found in the PhD thesis published 
by Alain Quellian in 1910 to describe the 
prejudice against the Muslims that is widespread 
among the Western society. 

O The term re-appeared in an article authored by 
Georges Chahati Anawati in 1976. 

O The term entered into common usage with the 
publication of the Runnymede Trust's report in 


1997. 
© Italso appeared in the Muslim world in the 1990s — 


as the Arabic word 'Ruhab-al- Islam' which means 


fear of Islam. ; 
O The then-Secretary General of the UN, Kofi 
Annan, asserted at a 2004 conference entitled 
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‘Confronting Islamophobia’ that the term 

Islamophobia had to be coined in order to take 

account of increasingly widespread bigotry. 
Other allied terms which convey almost similar meanings 

O Anti-Muslimism 

O Anti-Muslim prejudice/bigotry 

O Anti-Islamism 

O Muslimophobia 

DO Anti-Muslim racism 

Manifestations of Islamophobia in non- Muslim societies 
Discrimination 

Hatred 

Fear 

Exclusion 

Avoidance 

Social anxiety 

Violence 

Terrorism 

Killings 

Findings of the Runnymede Trust Report 

The Runnymede Trust Report states that there are certain 
misperceptions about Islam at the foundation of 
Islamophobia. These misperceptions are as under: 

OD Islam is monolithic, static and unresponsive to 
change. 

O Islam has no values in common with other 
cultures, and remains unaffected by other 
cultures and has no influence on others. 

0 The believers of this 
religion are violent, 


oooo0o00000 


tions across the Muslim world in January-February 2006, 
resulting in more than 250 deaths. The United Nations 
expert Doudou Diene called for international mechanisms 
including the UN General Assembly to treat such cases not 
as a clash of civilizations but as a debate on balancing of 
two rights - freedom of expression and respect for each 
religion. 

oO The wave of Islamophobia was even severer in 
France, and it continues till date, The unfortunate aspect is 
that there is a kind of state-sponsorship of Islamophobia 
or hatred against Islam. In 2006, Charlie Hebdo - a French 
satirical weekly magazine - republished Jyllands-Posten 
controversial caricatures which attracted violent protests 
from all over the Muslim world. In 2010, France banned 
face coverings, for women particularly. Many physical 
assaults on women wearing hijab were reported. On 
November 03, 2011, the same magazine featured the 
controversial cartoon. The newspaper office was fire- 
bombed and its website was hacked. In 2012, Charlie 
Hebdo published controversial satirical cartoons 
prompting the French government to close embassies, 
consulates and international schools in 20 Muslim 
countries. On January 7, 2015, two French Muslims, armed 
with weapons, entered the offices of the newspaper and 
killed 12 people and injured 11 others. On October 16, 
2020, Samuel Paty, a French secondary school teacher, was 


- 
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killed in Paris as he had shown the controversial Charlie 
Hebdo cartoons of 2012 on the pretext of freedom of 
expression. On October 21, 2020, two Muslim women were 
stabbed in Paris in reaction to Samuel Paty's murder, 
allegedly. 

Oo On March 15, 2019, in New Zealand, a terrorist 
named Brenton Tarrant committed two consecutive terror 
attacks at Al-Noor Mosque and Linwood Islamic Centre in 
Christchurch, killing 51 people and injuring 50 others. 
The terrorist live-streamed the 17-minute shooting spree 
on Facebook. He cited Anders Behring Breivik as his 
inspiration. 

° On July 22, 2011, in Norway, Anders Behring 
Breivik — an Islamophobic terrorist conducted two 
consecutive terrorist attacks in which 77 persons were 
killed. The first attack was a car explosion in Oslo. In the 
second incident, the terrorist 
opened fire at a summer camp 
on an island. These were the 
deadliest attacks in Norway 
since the second World War. ® <r ga 
His anti-Islam views were aoa 
proved by the compendium mm 
titled as 'A European 
Declaration of Independence’ 
authored by him which he 
emailed to different addresses 
hours before the attacks. 

Oo There are many 
examples of incidents 
pertaining to Islamophobia in 
different countries of the 
world. 

Causes of Islamophobia 

Oo Western media played 
a negative role to spread 


Islamophobia. Muslims' Genaiiee 


i i In 2021, 4 
viewpoint s rembeis of 
ustim farm 
underrepresented. Mus ims aed ee 
and Islam were depicted as premeditated 
vehicle attack 
threat to the Western culture in Ontario. 


and values. It used certain 


. ULK.: 
terms, e.g. Islamic terrorism, In 2019, a man 
Islamic bombs and violent nee, BO 


remarks went 
on 8 rampage 
armed wane 
baseball bat 
and knife, 
injuring one 


cow 


Islam, which caused 
Islamophobia. John E. 
Richardson criticized the 
British media for propagating 
Negative stereotypes of Islam 
and fuelling anti-Muslim 


U.S.: 
S42 
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Georgia and Alabama in the United States found that the 
terrorist attacks committed by the Islamic militants 
receive 357 percent more coverage than those committed 


by the non-Muslims. 
Oo Islamophobic teachings are part of certain 


ideologies suchas: 
fo) Rightwing Christian evangelical groups 
° Jewish supremacists who claim Muslims are anti- 


Jewish and anti-Semitic. 
) White supremacists who believe that Muslims are 


of dark races, ergo inferior. 
° Hindutva supremacists who believe that Muslims 


in India should be converted to Hinduism - Ghar Wapsi 


campaign. 
fe) Buddhist supremacists who want to cleanse 


Myanmar of Muslim presence. 


ISLAMOPHOBIC INCIDENTS IN THE WORLD 


Mob lynching Rise In France Musilms In USA 
Incidents In India 2020) experienced 
(Past 2 Years) t Discrimination 


(2020) 


Sweden: India: New Zealand: 


On October 22, In 2020, during protests On March 15, 
2015, 21-year-old against religious 2019, at least 50 
extreme discrimination, more than Muslim 
right-winger Anton 60 Muslims were killed, worshippers 
Lundin Pettersson 200+ injured & over 2000 | were killed in 
killed teaching arrested by Indian LEAs. twin terror 


attacks on two 
mosques during 
Friday prayers in 


assistant and a 
17-year-old student 
of migrant origin at 
Kronan School in 
Trotthettan, 
Sweden 


On November 3, 2018, 
Hindu mobs attacked and 
killed a 70-year-old 
Muslim man and set his 
body on fire. 


New Zealand's 
Christchurch. 


Four re. Muslims 
were injured after being 
attacked by Hindus in 
January 2017 in Haryana. 


France: 
in January 20155, 
a knite-wielding 
assailant 
Stabbed 17 times 
to deatha 
Moroccan-origin 
man in front of 


Germany: 
in 2020, 9 people were killed 
and 5 wounded in a terrorist 
shooting spree by an extremist 


phe ix ne targeting two shisha bars in 
your God, | am ae 
your Islam.” 


in 2011, German authorities 

found out that neo-Nazi terror 

group NSU had killed 10 
including 6 Turks 


Switzerland: 


In 2016, three ween 2000 and 2007. A 
people were hit-fist that included 88 people 
injured when was also recovered from the 
armed group. 

assailants 

attacked the In 2017, 8 total of 780 racist 
Islamic Center attacks were recorded in 

the capital Germany in which 27 people 
Zurich. were injured. 


Prejudice. He further 
concluded that 85 percent of 
the newspaper articles 
Considered Muslims as threat 
to British society. The 
researchers at the University of 


in 2019, @ man set fire to a mosque in Escondido, causing damage to the building 


In 2017, two Muslim teens were killed and another injured in a terror attack in a 
train in Portiand, 


In 2016, two Muslims were killed in a terrorist attack. In Texas, e Muslim physician 
was killed by three armed men at the courtyard of mosque. 


tn 2015, three members of a Muslim family were gunned down by 46-year-old Craig 
Stephen Hicks in sn anti-Muslim hate pr be inc Hill, orth Carolina. d 
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oO ISIS and violent Muslim groups are also held 
responsible for causing fear of Islam in the Western world. 
These militants believe. that they-have a license to kill 
everyone, and they portray themselves as Muslims. Their 


violent activities cause Islamophobia. . 

Oo Bernard Lewis, a British-American historian 
specializing in Oriental Studies, initiated an intellectual 
debate on the interaction between Islam and the West. His 
views are said to have laid the foundation of Islamophobia 
at intellectual level. For example, he was of the view that 
the Christian world and Islam as civilizations have been in 
perpetual collision since the advent of Islam. He authored 
the essay 'The Roots of Muslim Rage (1990)', which 
introduced the term ‘Islamic fundamentalism’ to North 
America. This essay has been 
credited with coining the phrase 
‘dash of civilizations’. Later on, 
Samuel P. Huntington authored an 
article and later a book titled as 
‘The Clash of Civilizations and the 
Remaking of World Order’ in 
1990s which predicted that 
people's religious and cultural 
identities would be the source of 
conflict in the post-Cold War 
world. This debate gradually 
spread to the public. 

Oo Al-Qaeda in 1990s 
declared that war against the 
United States is Jihad. Then, the 
9/11 incident and the US-led war 
on terror added an impetus to the 
Islamophobic sentiments in the 
Western world. In consequence of 
the US attacks on Afghanistan and 
Iraq, terrorist incidents occurred 
in US and Europe. Unfortunately, 
the Western media portrayed 
these terrorists as the face of 
Islam. 

D Poverty in the Muslim 
world caused migration of 
Muslims from their countries to 
the Western world. Different 
cultures and belief systems interacted but could not 
assimilate as they failed to reconcile the differences at 
some places that gave rise to Islamophobic feelings. 

Way Forward 

o To curb the Islamophobic trend in the non- 
Muslim world, joint/collective efforts by the Muslim 
world are need of the hour. In this regard, role of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is very 
significant as it is mandated to look after the interests of 
the Muslim Ummah. There is a need to shun the sectarian 
and other differences between and among the Muslim 
countries. The Muslim world should realize that they 


382 | All in One - Book XIV 


“My Muslim woman minister 
status was making colleagues feel 
uncomfortable and that there were 
concerns that I wasn't loyal to the 
party as I didn't do enough to 
defend the party against 
Islamophobia allegation.” 


should invigorate the OIC so that it can play an active role 
in overcoming the challenges including Islamophobia. 
The OIC and the Muslim world may make arrangements 
for propagating literature on the true face of Islam and in 
this way, counter the Islamophobic literature and 
misperceptions about Islam and the Muslims. 

Oo The United Nations can play an effective role by 
integrating the contents of global education systems 
which should focus on multiculturalism. The educational 
systems should teach tolerance, forbearance and respect 
for different cultures, religions and belief systems. 
Educational systems and media should come forward to 
de-radicalize the youth. 

oO The international media should focus on 
objective analysis and reporting of 
facts pertaining to different 
cultures and religions. Objective 
reporting can exterminate the 
Islamophobic misperceptions. 

O The opinion leaders and the 
think tanks of the world should 
realize that absolute freedom of 
expression is dangerous for global 
peace and harmony. The right of 
absolute freedom of expression 
comes in conflict with another 
right, ie. the right to interfaith 
harmony and respect for all 
religions. There is a need to 
balance between the two rights, 
and this can be done by curtailing 
the right of freedom of expression 
to suitable limits, and respecting 
the religious and cultural 
differences. 

O Last but not least, the world 
should realize that terrorists have 
no religion. They are enemies of 
humanity. The world should make 
efforts to root out terrorism in all 
forms, Apart from this, the Muslim 
world should condemn the terror 
attacks done by the militants. All 
the Muslim countries should 
ensure that their territories are not used by the terrorists 
to launch terror attacks on other countries. 

To conclude, it can be stated that Islamophobia is not only 
a challenge for the Muslim world but also a threat to the 
modern Western values. Islamophobia can be curbed with 
the help of organized efforts to be made by the Muslim 
world. Better future of humanity lies in interfaith 
harmony and respecting the religious and cultural 


differences. & 


The writer is a civil servant, belonging to Police 
Service of Pakistan (PSP). 
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Generally, tourism has been a human luxury since the very beginning. The term ‘tourism’ hints at public activities of being 
outside their usual environment for leisure, business and other purposes. It is also considered synonymous with “holiday 


activity” as per the definition provided by the World Tourism Organization. 


The United Nations defines tourism in respect of time period, i.e. staying out for more than 24 hours and less than 6 
months falls in the domain of tourism. There are various forms of tourism, e.g. domestic, inbound and outbound 


tourism. Domestic tourism involves the 
residents of a country who travel within 
the geographical boundaries of their 
state. Inbound tourism is an act of 
travelling to a country other than one's 
own for the purpose of tourism. 
Outbound tourism is an amalgamation of 
tourist activities of residents of a country 
outside their country, 

Although it was initially deemed as a way 
of the rich and the pilgrims, tourism 
today is a major sector of global economy 
as it contributes immensely to respective 
economies of many countries. 

History 

To understand tourism, it is very natural 


to have a glance over the history of it. 

Historically, people have travelled for 
multiple reasons — pleasure and 
prayer/worship top the list. Travelling for 
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pleasure can be traced back to 1500BC in Egypt. Traditions 
of pilgrimage in Christianity, Buddhism and Islam added 
to the concept of tourism. The origin of modern-day 
tourism can be traced back to the 17th century when 
young nobles would plan grand tours - a traditional trip 
around Europe which was, at that time, considered a status 
symbol. With the advent of Industrial Revolution, leisure 
travel came to the fore. Thomas Cook's (often called the 
Father of Modern Tourism) idea of offering excursions 
became a key in changing the face of tourism. With 
abundance of resources, tourism was adopted by all and 
sundry. And today, almost all countries of the globe have 
some popular sites and many citizens travelling there. 
Why Pakistan is a preferred destination 

There is no denying the fact that Pakistan, ethnically and 
geographically, is a diverse country. It has a number of 
historical and cultural heritage sites. A huge number of 
picturesque spots - 800 plus sites - in Pakistan have 
potential to transform the country into a tourism hub. It is 
a naturally diverse country, has all the four seasons, 
possesses a marvellous topography and offers fine food 
texture. Its four provinces and other areas have unique 
features; Punjab is dubbed as the land of saints and has 
multiple places to be visited, Sindh is the land of ancient 
civilization with Mohenjo-Daro at its core. Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is blessed with rich Pashtun culture and 
multiple places to be explored. Folk rituals of Chitral 
attract many tourists. 

Pakistan has six properties inscribed on the World 
Heritage List - Archaeological Ruins at Moenjodaro (1980), 
Buddhist Ruins of Takht-i-Bahi and Neighbouring City 
Remains at Sahr-i-Bahlol (1980), Fort and Shalamar 
Gardens in Lahore (1981), Historical Monuments at Makli, 
Thatta (1981), Rohtas Fort (1997) and Taxila (1980). The 
country’s geography is a mix of deserts, islands, plains, 
forests and lakes. Its northern areas are among the most 
attractive tourist sites around the world. Southern areas of 
the country are unique in their own way, with Ziarat and 
Gwadar as best sites. Coast of Sindh, Makli Necropolis, 
Thar Desert and Mohenjo-Daro are sites to be 
visited in Sindh. Punjab has Cholistan Desert, 
Monroe Island, Badshahi Mosque, Lahore Fort 
and Hiran Minar. Hunza Valley, Swat 
Valley, Fairy Meadows, Chitral and 
Kalash, Neelum valley, Arang Khel, 
Attabad Lake, Babusar Top, K-2, 
and Khunjerab Pass are among 
top places the tourists are 
most attracted to. 

Religious tourism in 
Pakistan 

Religious tourism is an integral 
part of religion. Pakistan has various 
religious sites that are sacred to, and are 
visited by, pilgrims especially from Sikh, 
Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic communities. 
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Christians travelling to Jerusalem and Muslims travelling 
to Makkah are prime examples of religious tourism. 

No doubt, religious tourism is a thriving industry but still it 
remains an unexplored avenue in Pakistan. Pakistan's 
Gandhara region has been a special place for Buddhists. 
Swat, Taxila and Mardan attract Buddhists more. Around 
1300 years ago, a Korean monk Hyecho travelled to this 
place. Recently, during excavations near Bhamala Stupa in 
Haripur district, a 48-foot long Buddha statue was 
unearthed - it has been called world's oldest sleeping 
Buddha statue. Takht Bahi in KP and various sites in 
northern Punjab have potential to attract Buddhists, 
especially those from Korea, China and Japan. 

Alongside this, Pakistan holds an important position for 
Sikhs. Historically, Punjab was the only center of the Sikh 
empire. Nankana Sahib, the birthplace of Baba Guru 
Nanak, is considered among the holiest places of 
Sikhism. Kartarpur, where a corridor was opened in 
2019, is another holy place for Sikhs as Baba Guru 
Nanak spent last years of his life here. So, Sikhs « 
extremely revere both these places, and it oe 
gives Pakistan a great opportunity to 
promote tourism here also. Sufi 
shrines, Buddhist monasteries, 
Sikh gurdwaras and Hindu 
temples are of unique 
attraction for people of 
various religions. If the 
people belonging in 
these religions 
are facilitated, 
they can 
add an 
impe 
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tus to the growth of tourism industry in Pakistan, thus 
providing a great opportunity to earn billions of dollars. 
What international agencies say about Pakistan? 
Various agencies, councils and organizations have rated 
Pakistan among the best tourist destinations. Pakistan 
becomes relevant in tourism because of cultural sites and 
religious places. World Tourism and Trade Counc] has 
ranked Pakistan among top places for tourism because of 
diverse geography and climate. Forbes magazine savs 
Pakistan is "Top Coolest Site” in the world in regard with 
tourism. Pakistan has been given a top position in "Conde 
Nest Travel List”. The country has also been ranked high in 
the list of adventurous destinations by British 
Backpacker's Society (BBS). All these are affidavits in the 
favour of Pakistan and show that the country has a huge 
potential to be a favoured destination for tourism. 

How can economy be boosted? 

Presently, economy is one of the most important factors 
to give a country a Say in world affairs. Tourism is playing 
an instrumental role in boosting the economy of many 2 
country. As Pakistan has vast potential for tourism, its 
economy can get a huge boost. Biggest boom in tourism 
occurred in 1970s and 2012 when almost one million 
tourists visited Pakistan, which added hugely to economy. 
Tourism was adding much to the economic stats of 
Pakistan but the 2005 earthquake alongside War on Terror 
disturbed the equation. And the country was left in a lurch 
in this domain. 

Nonetheless, being among the best holiday destinations in 
2020s can give a much-needed boost to the economy of 
Pakistan. WTTC says that around 7.6 billion dollars - 2.7% 
of Pakistan total GDP - was added to the country’s 
economy. In 2025, tourism can, potentially, adc Rs 1 
trillion ($6.0bn) to the national economy. This report 
underscores the importance of tourism for Pakistan. 
What it offers? 

Without any iota of doubt, tourism is an untapped 
reservoir of prosperity for Pakistan. It can help in direct 
inflow of foreign exchange and can create much-needed 
jobs. It can project the soft image of Pakistan to counter 
the militant tendencies as showcased to the world by 
biased Western media. Pakistan can excel in diplomacy 
through religious tourism. Tourism can create socio- 
cultural harmony in the society. It can be a handy 
source of poverty-alleviation and can drastically lessen 
unemployment - currently, 3.6 million people are 
employed in tourism industry. In short, tourism has a 
lot to offer to Pakistan. 

Way forward 

Tourism should be promoted domestically and 
internationally. However, doing so requires improved 
security conditions - a must for its development. 
Highways must be built and linked to tourist 
destinations. Free and unrestricted movement of 
Pilgrims must be ensured after due checking. Tourist 
destinations must be developed and upgraded. Public- 
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It is a well-known fact that human 
beings have a great interest in 
having peace because the very 
word, apart from being pleasant, 
also refers to the peaceful 
society, ergo a beautiful world. 
Peace is, indubitably, the greatest 
and highest goal everyone 
wishes to achieve personally and 
expects to be created in society 
and in the world around them. 
Therefore, the history of human 
beings, in one aspect, is the 
history of searching for peace. 
According to the American 
military history, the word peace 
essentially means ‘the absence of 
war’. Therefore, by militaries’ 
views, they fight wars to win the 
peace, or they use force to 
maintain peace. In military 
paradigms, peace is seen as an 
ultimate or ideal goal rather than a 
means to anend. 
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War, which is often quoted as a ‘necessary evil’, is certainly 
an evil. It is, perhaps, the easiest option, as seen 
throughout human history, available to belligerents to 
resolve their disputes. War happens due to clashes in 
political ideologies, difference of 
opinions, ambition, ego clashes, etc. 
The list is endless. But it is indeed 
surprising that in this modern-day 
world, educated and civilised nations 
are walring, causing immense damage 
to human lives and modern 
infrastructure. It is a power game of 
establishing supremacy. Nonetheless, 
it remains crystal clear that only the 
dead see the end of the war, while the 
survivors are likely to be scarred 
forever, and continue to battle against 
the ill effects of war at a personal and 
national level, that may sometimes 
span over generations, as was the case 
with the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasakiin 1945. 

On the other hand, peace, according to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, is the absence or the end of war. So, on one 
level, peace is a negative concept. It cannot exist without 
war, just as death is a meaningless concept without life. 
For some, however, “true” peace is a positive concept, 
signifying harmony in world affairs, or perhaps well- 
managed social conflict. 

War remains the most expensive and painstaking method 
to attain political objectives. Therefore, the question does 
arise that why nations adopt war as an option to resolve 
their disputes, and whether a war should be an option to 
maintain peace in today's so-called civilised world? 

A brief analysis of the major wars of the last century and 
the first two decades of the current one brings to light the 
fact that states did not hesitate in initiating wars and 
conflicts and that despite suffering colossal human and 
economic losses in many wars, states do not stop 
launching similar campaigns even today. Hence, there is 
no doubt that war, with or without arms, is nothing but a 
cowardly escape to the problems not knowing that it will 
only aggravate the same. The tragedy is that war uses the 


man's best to do man's worst. 

The example of World War One can be cited in this regard. 
The war began with the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in June 1914. According to 
Martin Kelly, this was only one of the five reasons for 
breaking out of WWI; the others being, Mutual Defense 
Alliances, imperialism, militarism and nationalism among 
the European states. The result was a prolonged war with 
massive destruction of lives and properties across the 
globe, mainly in Europe. Despite differences in the 
casualty figures, studies reveal that the total number of 
casualties in World War I, both military and civilian, was 


“True 


is not merely 
the absence 


of war, it is 
the presence 
of justice. 


—Martin Luther King 
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about 37 million: 16 million deaths and 21 million 
wounded. The total number of deaths includes 9.7 million 
military personnel and about 6.8 million civilians. The 
Entente Powers (also known as the Allies) lost about 5.7 
million soldiers while the Central 
Powers lost about 4 million. Although 
the War ended with the signing of the 
Treaty of Versailles on June 28, 1919, 
with an aim to bring Germany to its 
knees and ensure that it would never 
be able to wage a war again, the world, 
nonetheless, saw that in little over two 
decades, a far stronger Germany 
under Adolf Hitler launched a more 
ferocious military campaign against 
its rivals. The losses and destruction 
as compared to the previous global 
war were far more. According to some 
studies, the Second World War was the 
most widespread and deadliest war in 
history, involving more than 30 
countries and resulting in more than 
50 million military and civilian deaths (with some 
estimates as high as 85 million dead). 

If we further delve into the past, we find that there has 
long been a tension between those who regard war as 
inevitable and, in certain circumstances, necessary, 
righteous and preferable to an “unjust” peace; and those 
who regard war as always and everywhere an evil that can 
and should be eradicated. 

There is plenty of authority for the view that, in a chaotic 
and bloodthirsty world, war and the threat of violence are 
the essential building blocks for peace and stability. 
Thinkers in the ancient world, from China to Greece to 
Rome, regarded military might as essential for the 
maintenance of international order. The Chinese General 
Sun Tzu advised: “In peace, prepare for war; in war, 
prepare for peace.” Aristotle noted, “We make war that we 
may live in peace” while the Roman General Vegetius 
remarked that if you want peace, prepare for war. More 
recently, this “realist” view of international relations was 
echoed by US President Theodore Roosevelt when he 
coined the phrase “speak softly, but carry a big stick”. For 
these people, peace, essentially, is the absence of war. 
However, many peace scholars do not agree with giving an 
emphasis on peace in the sense of an absence of war only. 
Peace, in their opinions, is something more meaningful, 
valuable and important than that. For instance, according 
to Albert Einstein's view, peace is not only an absence of 
war, but it means or includes the presence of justice, law, 
order or government in the society as he said “Peace is not 
merely the absence of war but the presence of justice, of 
law, of order - in short, of government.” Martin Luther 
King, Jr., a famous human rights activist, is the one who 
was not satisfied with the definition of peace focusing 
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only on the absence of the unhappy situations. In his view, 
peace must include justice in society too as in his saying, 
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension: It is the 
presence of justice.” 

The 14th Dalai Lama, said, “Peace, in the sense of the 
absence of war is of little value...peace can only last where 
human rights are respected, where people are fed, and 
where individuals and nations are free.” From his point, we 
can say that peace means respect for human rights, well- 
being of people and freedom of individuals and nations. 
Equally, there is a long pacifist tradition, evident not least 
in Jesus’ exhortation to “love thy enemy” and “turn the 


other cheek”. More recently, M.K. Gandhi propounded the 
superiority of non-violent resistance using the concepts 
of ahimsa and satyagraha, and his commitment to non- 
violence was only strengthened by the destructive 


potential of atomic weaponry. 
Nor is the just war tradition without its detractors. A 2016 


conference co-hosted by Pax Christi and the Vatican's 
pontifical council argued for anew framework, proposing 


Timpact OF War on a 


Education will further be negatively Boe 
intellectual, personality and skills development.l 


of the nation. Itis dificult toi imagine the sorry state of a nation ata aWal, wherein a whole igeneration ofleamers | is not able to complete their 
studies and qualify as doctors, engineers, scientists; lawyers; etc. Without access {0 education, a generation of children living in conflict 
will grow up without the skills needed to contribute to their countries and economies. The pervasive atmosphere of fear may also lead to 
inequity in educational opportunities based on gender, age, economic and ‘social background. During wars, students are likely to be ina 
state of limbo, trying to make sense of the’ pandemonium that pervades their lives, Indeed, when war takes place, it annihilates 
generations of dreams, hopes, and possibilities exacerbating the already desperate situation for millions of children and their families. 
Education is a fundamental right. Access to education, even during armed conflicts, has far-reaching benefits in promoting mental well- 
being and development of the necessary skills of the children, thereby safeguarding the future of the nation and the global society, at large. 
Thus, in 2015, the Safe Schools Declaration’, which was initiated for state endorsement in Oslo, Norway, seems to be the way forward. 
The declaration is a “...political commitment to better protect students, teachers, schools, and universities during armed conflict, to 
support the continuation of education during war, and to put in place concrete measures to deter the military use of schools,” However, as 
per an old adage, prevention is always better than cure, Thus, it would be advantageous to base our policies on the profound wisdom 
encapsulated in the words that”... Information and education are powerful forces In supportof peace, Just as war begins in the minds of 
men, so does peace.” ” 
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that the Catholic Church shift away from the 
concept of just war “to a Just Peace approach 

based on Gospel non-violence”. 

Many, perhaps most of us, would consider war 
justified as a last resort in order to prevent 
genocide or protect human lives and human 

rights. Yet war is always destructive, kills innocent 

people, and war “will always threaten human 

rights in the theatres in which it is played out, and 
athome’”. 

While there are certainly no easy answers to the 

moral and philosophical issues raised by war and 

its consequences, from a purely practical and 
historical perspective is there evidence to support 
President Kennedy's belief that war is not 
inevitable? Once again, there are two schools of 
thought. Some argue that human history, and 
especially recent centuries, has witnessed a sharp 
decrease in fighting and violent mortality. The rise 

of the nation-state, with its monopoly of violence, 

helped establish internal order and peace. Since 

then, the incentives to maintain peace have 
strengthened in the form of increasing economic 
interdependence, while the costs and risks of war 

are becoming prohibitive due to nuclear weapons, 

new vulnerabilities such as cyber warfare, and the 
apparent lesson of recent history that wars are becoming 
increasingly difficult to win. 

Critics of this optimistic assessment assert that the 20th 
century was the most violent and murderous on record - a 
hundred years of almost unbroken conflict: “the most 
terrible century in Western history” as Isaiah Berlin 
lamented. Violence was ever-present, and even where 
“peace” appeared to be restored, people in reality were 
living a “cold war” under the shadow of mutually-assured 
destruction. Even today, conflicts are raging between 
nations, tribes, families and individuals all over the world. 
The war stories you read follow a familiar arc: Discontent 
leads to tension. Young men take up arms. Horrid acts are 
committed. Then worse ones. The poet William Butler 
Yeats called this the “blood dimmed tide” that returns 
when moderation breaks down. Eventually exhausted, 
combatants slump into an uneasy truce, Families mourn 
and try to rebuild - an apparent end state that is 
sometimes mistaken for peace. Most of the time, it isn’t. 
No area of the world is exempt from this cycle of violence. 
It is most pronounced where populations have surged, 
resources are scarce, and young men face bleak prospects, 
Africa and the Middle Last are such places today, 

Realists believe the cycle of violence is just the way of the 
world. Idealists believe if we can just stop the fighting, a 
natural state of peace will return. No one, after all, is 
against peace. But peace is not just the absence of war, It 
requires hard work and constant attention. Peace building 
embraces both the realist and idealist positions. It is a 
broad-front effort that has emerged in the past 20 years 
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and that is aimed at going beyond conflict resolution to 


conflict prevention. 
The question, therefore, we face today may not be whether 


war is a prerequisite for peace, but whether war and peace 
can be disentangled. The problem may lie less in the soul 
of man than in our political organisation. The sociologist 
Charles Tilly has argued that war and the nation-state are 
inextricably linked. War has been crucial for the formation 
of the nation state, and remains crucial for its continua- 
tion. Anthony Giddens similarly views a link between the 
internal pacification of states and their external violence. 
It may be that, if we want a durable peace, a peace built on 
something other than war, we need to consider how to 
construct societies based on something other than the 
nation-state and its monopoly of violence. That was 
undoubtedly the primary motivating factor behind the 
creation of the Furopean Union - an attempt to foster 
interdependence and reduce the significance of national 
frontiers in order to never again experience the horrors of 
war in Furope. The decision of the UK, the strongest 
military power in Furope, to withdraw from the Furopean 
Union and restore its national sovereignty might suggest 
that the internationalist goal may be autopta, Butas Oscar 
Wilde wrote in “the Soul of Man under Socialism": “[A] 
map of the world that does not include Utopia is not worth 
even glancing at, for itleaves out the one country at which 
humanity is always landing, And when humanity lands 
there, it looks out, and seeing a better country, sets sail. 


Progress is the realisation of utopias,” & 
The writer is a freelancer. 
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Re-imagine the Future 


A type of education that was, only years ago, looked upon as apoo ‘substitute forthe real deal, is now 


gaining wide acceptance worldwide. Although online educatio 


;also called distance education, was 


Y 


getting increasingly popular all over the world, it was not until the outbreak of the deadly Covid-19 


pandemic that it gained huge public attraction. To dilute the deleterious impacts of the pandemic on 
education and to ensure continuity of learning whilst schools, colleges and universities were closed, 


educational institutions moved toward this type of education. 


Online education is the order of the day! 

If the coronavirus pandemic has taught the people 
anything, it is that the need for digital education and e- 
learning is greater than ever now. After witnessing the 
highly-damaging effects of Covid-19, no sane person 
would deny that this pandemic has now become a part and 
parcel of our lives as no end to it is in sight, at Jeast in the 
near future. So, when all other sectors of economy are 
being opened gradually, it is imperative to restore 


390 | All in One - Book XIV 


Dr Mussarat Jabeen 


traditional activities in the education sector as well. 
However, with the rise of technology, and people getting 
used to making its constructive use during the Covid days, 
incorporating technology into the domain of education 
seems inevitable. It carries a lot of benefits as well. 
Covid-19 and Education Sector in Pakistan 

Prior to Covid-19, Pakistan saw some promising education 
improvements, particularly in terms of primary gross 
enrolment rates — up from 85 to over 95 percent by 2019. 
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However, the growth stalled due to the outbreak of the 
pandemic as to cope with this emergency situation, the 
government announced to close schools from 13 March 
2020, affecting over 46 million learners aged 5 to 16. 
While closures presented challenges for all in terms of 
accessing continuous learning, remaining motivated to 
learn, and gaining the necessary support at home and 
remotely from teaching staff to learn, it particularly 
affected those who had no access to modern tools of 
learning like gadgets, devices and so on. 

Since spending time out of school adversely affects 
students’ progress, a pressing need was felt to devise a 
system where students could spend more time in learning 
activities. In this context, the federal government took a 
leading role in providing educational opportunities for all 
children by extending the reach of distance and online 
learning platforms. As early as 13 April 2020, the federal 
government, in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, launched ‘Teleschool' 
which was aired on the state-owned terrestrial broadcast- 
ing network, Pakistan Television Corporation (PTVC), 
operating from 8am to Gpm, providing one hour of 
instruction for each age group. This proved to be a hugely 
successful step as over 300 companies, organizations and 
people donated their content. 

Pros and Cons of Online Learning 

While online education holds many benefits, it has some 
drawbacks as well. Here is a brief overview of the pros and 
cons of e-learning. 

Pros 

Based on the success of Teleschool initiative, it can be 
asserted with a greater degree of confidence that the 
future of education in Pakistan, like most countries in the 
world, is online. 

1. Customizable experience 
Education that takes a one- 
size-fits-al] approach is bound 
to leave some students behind. 
In online education, students 
have the flexibility to create 
their own online learning 
environments as it enables the 
teacher and the student to set 
their own learning pace, and 
there is an added flexibility of 
setting a schedule that fits 
everyone's agenda. 

2. Efficiency 

Online learning offers 
teachers an efficient way to 
deliver lessons to students. 
Online learning has a number 
of tools such as videos, PDFs, 
podcasts, etc, and teachers 
can use all these tools as part 
of their lesson plans. By 
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extending the lesson plan beyond traditional textbooks to 
include online resources, teachers are able to become 
more efficient educators. 

3. Easy for students 

One of the biggest benefits of online education is that it 
allows the students to take their classes just by sitting at 
home. With a laptop and a proper internet connection, 
students are able to learn and take their classes without 
the rush of catching their daily commute on time or 
missing any attendance due to arriving late in class. 

4. Accessibility of time and place 

If online education allows students to attend classes from 
any location of their choice, it also allows schools to reach 
out to a more extensive network of students, instead of 
being restricted by geographical boundaries. Addition- 
ally, online lectures can be recorded, archived, and shared 
for future reference. This allows students to access the 
learning material at a time of their comfort. 


5. Affordability 
Another great benefit of online classes is that it's a cost- 


efficient way as it saves the commute expenses. It also 
saves the cost of additional tuition as the institutions 
provide all learning material under one roof, i.e. past 
papers, books, notes, test papers and practice tests. Since 
it involves reduced financial costs, online learning is far 
more affordable as compared to physical learning. 

6. Better environment 

All the course or study materials are available online, thus 
creating a paperless learning environment which is more 
affordable, while also being beneficial to the environment. 
Moreover, no commuting to school means no pollution. A 
shift to online education also means less need for massive 
parking lots at universities that take away green space. 

7. Critical skills 

The online experience can also hone important skills like 
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time management, self-motivation 
and critical thinking; skills that are 
essential in the modern workforce. 
8. Increased enrollment and 
retention 

The basic philosophy of online 
education is that it provides 
opportunities even to those who 
cannot continue their education in 
the current education system due 
to economic or social problems. 
There are many people who can't 
go to colleges or universities 
because of financial constraints 
and, thus, they prefer doing jobs or 
business. In addition, many girls 
are unable to continue their 
education due to social problems 
and difficulties. Additionally, a 
study at Harvard found that 
breaking up a lecture into smaller 
components, a task that you can do 
online, increases a_ student's 
retention. This is in contrast to in- 
person schooling, where students 
digest the entire lecture all at once. 
9. Avariety of learning styles 
Every student has a different 
learning journey and a different 
learning style. Some students are 
visual learners, while some 
students prefer to learn through 
audio. Similarly, some students 
thrive in the classroom, and other 
students are solo learners who get 
distracted by large groups. 

The online learning system, withits 
range of options and resources, can 
be personalized in many ways. It is 
the best way to create a perfect 
learning environment suited to the 
needs of each student. 

10. Social learning 

Social learning is a form of indirect 
learning. In other words, it refers to 
abstractly learning from and with 
others by interactions. Some might 
think the only way of social 
learning may be face-to-face 
learning, but this is not always the 
case. Elements of social learning 
are already being integrated into e- 
learning. Live classrooms are one 
such practice that has enabled 
learners to interact in a rich social 
learning environment. 
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The purpose of global education stems from the idea ‘ 
that students should not only be concerned about what | 
is going on in their immediate surroundings, but within 


their communities, society and the world at large. 

It promotes national and international interaction, 
inter-cultural dialogue and learning from one another. 
Global studies provide students a better 
understanding of cultures, the differences in the 
cultures and provide insight in the way all the cultures 
blend together. Through this process of education, the 
students are able not only to understand the 
components of the cu'ture, put also the way in which 
they are unique. 

Global education is a transformative learning process 
which involves a deep, structural shift ir ine basic 
premises of thoughts, feelings and aciions. 

Itis an education for the mind as well as for the heart. 
This implies a radical change towards 
interconnectedness and creates possibilities for 
achieving more equality, social justice, understanding 
and cooperation amongst people. Global education is 
also about how to envision a common future with 
better life conditions for ail, connecting local and global 
perspectives, and how to make this vision real and 
possible. 

Focusing on the essence of ‘sameness’ of human 
experience, global education thus restores human 
dignity as a central value. 


4 


Digital tools are enabling learners 
to connect with each other. Mindful 
discussions among learners are 
always an integral part of learning, 
and the industry is working in 
order to bring more and more 
positive changes to connect 
learners so they don't miss out. 
Cons 

1. Unplanned elearning System 
The major drawback of online 
education in Pakistan is that this 
system is new to Pakistani 
institutions and they are not fully 
prepared for it. The unplanned 
quizzes and assignments have 
become a major problem for the 
students. Without a proper way of 
marking online presence of the 
students, online classes have 
become a joke for many students 
as they do not think that taking 
online session is important and 
keep skipping their sessions. 

2. Connectivity issues 

The government has good reason 
to push for more e-learning, but 
Internet accessibility is still too low 
in much of the country. There are 
very few institutions that have the 
option of recording the online 
sessions, In case a student misses 
the lectures due to the unavailabil- 
ity of internet connection or power. 
All the other institutions still do 
not have this option which makes it 
hard for the students to keep a 
track of their course outlines. 
Continuously missing the 
deadlines of assignments due the 
connectivity issues have also 
caused the students to lose their 
long-maintained CGPAs during 
these online classes. 

3. Technological glitches 

The learning process can be 
jeopardized easily if the computer 
or the Internet is not working 
properly. While technology is great, 
it can render a person helpless in 
case of any unannounced hurdles. 
With power outages being a 
frequent occurrence, it becomes 
difficult for students to rely solely 
on online platforms — especially 
when they have an exam or a test 
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the next day. 

Issues with Online Education 

In a webinar “Education Going Online” conducted, on 07 

February 2021, by Pakistan Institute of Development 

Economics, the renowned educationists of Pakistan 

enumerated the following challenges: 

e Should we bring in more online teaching even if the 
pandemic ends as students have poor living 
conditions in hostels and poor security? 

e Students, as well as teachers, are feeling the 
diminished accountability in a distance education 
system as the students have shifted from classrooms 
explicitly designed for learning to bedrooms and 
kitchen tables where they are distracted by plentiful 
reasons. 

e The workload and screen time of students, as well as 
teachers, is increasing immensely due to the online 
education system. 

¢ Pakistani households are very crowded so students 
don't get proper independent space for learning 
online. 

¢ Only 35% of the population has access to the internet 
that may increase social inequality due to the non- 
availability of the internet in marginalized areas of 
the provinces. 

¢ The language barrier is still one of the main concerns 
for young Pakistani students. 

¢ The administration of online lectures was a struggle 
for the university's competent authorities. 

* Quality assurance of online lecture content was 
difficult as it was the first experience for Pakistani 
teachers. 

* Catering the different types of audience online was a 
challenge because a lot of factors contribute towards 
effective on-campus learning. 

* Instructors need to bring innovation in the current 
education system as the pandemic has taught us that 
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the teachers may become redundant 
in the coming few years. 

e According to the PBS statistics, only 
around 6%-7% of the households 
have access to laptops or tablets and 
the rest don't even have known how 
to use this equipment. 

¢ Moreover, only 24% population in 
rural areas has access to limited 
internet connections. 

e One of the major challenges being 
faced by the education system is the 
enhancement of the learning 
capacity of students as one of the 
World Bank’s reports suggest that 
the knowledge of a 10"-grade 
student is even below the level of a 
5"-grade student. 

e Students are more focused on 
earning a degree rather than enhancing knowledge 
with some clear objective and it creates a skewed 
situation as some students having a 4/4 CGPA don't 
even have basic knowledge about their subject so it 
has become a challenge to get a good product from 
job market as well. 

Dr Zafar Iqbal Butt, Chairman Department of Sport 

Sciences & Physical Education, University of the Punjab, 

has summed up the challenges in the following words: 

“Education authorities in our country started online 

classes to educate the students but after finding different 

kinds of flaws in this system, they conclude that the 
online classes cannot be an alternative to face-to-face 
class system. There are so many issues with the online 
class system. Non-serious approach of the majority of 
students is one of the major drawbacks of this system. It's 
also a fact that most of our students are not accustomed 
to this way of teaching. There are plenty of cheating 
options for students in online tests or exams which is also 

a big disadvantage of this system. On the other hand, in 

face-to-face class system, students can clear their 

concepts and other academic confusions through cross- 
questioning with the teachers.” 

Conclusion 

Given the nature of challenges faced by online education, 

especially poor internet connectivity, it seems apt to go 

for hybrid model. It would be a viable option for Pakistan 
and for this increasing the internet access to all the 
students studying across Pakistan is inevitable. It is the 
responsibility of everyone including the educational 
institutions, teachers, students, and parents to ensure 
transparency by minimizing cheating ways. So everyone 
needs to put their share to adopt the modern online 
education system by adapting to innovation and 
technology. g) 
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Since the late 1980s, the Internet has proven to 
be a highly dynamic means of communication, 
reaching an ever-growing audience worldwide. 
The development of increasingly sophisticated 
technologies has created a network with a truly 
global reach, and relatively low barriers to 
entry. Internet technology makes it easy for an individual 
to communicate with relative anonymity, quickly and 
effectively across borders, to an almost limitless 
audience. The benefits of Internet technology are 
numerous, starting with its unique suitability for sharing 
information and ideas, which is recognized as a 
fundamental human right. It must also be recognized, 
however, that the same technology that facilitates such 
communication can also be exploited for the purposes of 
terrorism. The use of the Internet for terrorist purposes 
creates both challenges and opportunities in the fight 
against terrorism as while the internet can be used for 
terrorism, it can also help fight the menace. 

Howitis used for terrorism 

There are six means by which the internet is often used to 
promote and support terrorism: 

1. propaganda (including recruitment, radicalisation and 
incitement to terrorism); 

2. financing; 

3. training; 

4. planning (including through secret communication and 
open-source information); 

5. execution; and 

6. cyber attacks. 

1. Propaganda 

One of the primary uses of the Internet by terrorists is for 
the dissemination of propaganda which generally takes 
the form of multimedia communications providing 
ideological or practical instruction, explanations, 
justifications or promotion of terrorist activities. These 
may include virtual messages, presentations, magazines, 
treatises, audio and video files and videogames developed 
by terrorist organizations or sympathizers. Further, the 
dissemination of propaganda is generally not, in and of 
itself, a prohibited activity. One of the basic tenets of 
international law is the protection of fundamental human 
rights, which include the right to freedom of expression. 
This guarantees an individual the right to share an 
Opinion or distribute content which may be considered 
Objectionable by others, subject to certain limited 
exceptions. Nonetheless, the fundamental threat posed by 
terrorist propaganda relates to the manner in which it is 
used and the intent with which it is disseminated. 
Terrorist propaganda distributed via the Internet covers a 
range of objectives and audiences. It may be tailored, inter 
alia, to potential or actual supporters or opponents of an 
organization or shared extremist belief, to direct or 
indirect victims of acts of terrorism or to the international 
community or a subset thereof. Propaganda aimed at 
Potential or actual supporters may be focused on 
recruitment, radicalization and incitement to terrorism, 
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through messages conveying pride, accomplishment and 
dedication to an extremist goal. It may also be used to 
demonstrate the effective execution of terrorist attacks to 
those who have provided financial support. 

2. Financing 

Terrorist organizations and supporters may also use the 
Internet to finance acts of terrorism. The manner in which 
terrorists use the Internet to raise and collect funds and 
resources may be classified into four general categories: 
direct solicitation, e-commerce, the exploitation of online 
payment tools and through charitable organizations. 
Direct solicitation refers to the use of websites, chat 
groups, mass mailings and targeted communications to 
request donations from supporters. Websites may also be 
used as online stores, offering books, audio and video 
recordings and other items to supporters. Online 
payment facilities offered through dedicated websites or 
communications platforms make it easy to transfer funds 
electronically between parties. Funds transfers are often 
made by electronic wire transfer, credit card or alternate 
payment facilities. Financial support provided to 
seemingly legitimate organizations, suchas charities, may 
also be diverted for illicit purposes. Some terrorist 
organizations have been known to establish shell 
corporations, disguised as philanthropic undertakings, to 
solicit online donations. 

3. Training 

In recent years, terrorist organizations have increasingly 
turned to the Internet as an alternative training ground for 
terrorists. There is a growing range of media that provide 
platforms for the dissemination of practical guides in the 
form of online manuals, audio and video clips, 
information and advice. These Internet platforms also 
provide detailed instructions, often in easily accessible 
multimedia format and multiple languages, on topics 
such as how to join terrorist organizations; how to 
construct explosives, firearms or other weapons or 
hazardous materials; and how to plan and execute 
terrorist attacks. The platforms act as a virtual training 
camp. They are also used to share, inter alia, specific 
methods, techniques or operational knowledge for the 
purpose of committing an act of terrorism. 
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4. Planning 
In the modern times, almost every case of terrorism 
involves the use of Internet technology. In particular, 
planning an act of terrorism typically involves remote 
communication among several parties. A case in point is 
from France titled as Public Prosecutor v. Hicheur, which 
illustrates how different forms of Internet technology 
may be used to facilitate the preparation of acts of 
terrorism, including via through communications within 
and between organizations promoting violent extremism, 
as well as across borders. The ability of the Internet to 
bridge distances and borders, and the vast amount of 
information publicly available in cyberspace, make the 
Internet a key tool in the planning of terrorist acts. 

5. Execution 

Elements of the categories described above may be 
employed in the use of the Internet for the execution of 
terrorist acts. For example, explicit threats of violence, 
including in relation to the use of weapons, may be 
disseminated via the Internet to induce anxiety, fear or 
panic in a population or a subset of the population. 
Internet communications may also be used as a means to 
communicate with potential victims or to coordinate the 
execution of physical acts of terrorism. The use of the 
Internet in furtherance of the execution of acts of 
terrorism may, inter alia, offer logistical advantages, 
reduce the likelihood of detection or obscure the identity 
of responsible parties. Internet activity may also facilitate 
the acquisition of items necessary for the execution of the 
attack. 

6. Cyberattacks 

A cyberattack generally refers to the deliberate 
exploitation of computer networks as a means to launch 
an attack. Such attacks are typically intended to disrupt 
the proper functioning of targets, such as computer 
systems, servers or underlying infrastructure, through 
the use of hacking, advanced 
persistent threat techniques, 
computer viruses, malware, 
phlooding or other means of 
unauthorized or malicious 
access. Cyberattacks may bear the 
characteristics of an act of 
terrorism, including the 
fundamental desire to instil fear 
in furtherance of political or 
social objectives. 

Countering terrorist activity 
through the Internet 

The terrorists’ use of the internet 
is a transnational problem, 
requiring an integrated response 
across borders and among 
national criminal justice systems. 
The United Nations plays a pivotal 
role in this regard, facilitating 
discussion and the sharing of 
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good practices among member states, as well as the 
building of consensus on common approaches to 
combating the use of the internet for terrorism. The 
applicable international legal framework related to 
counterterrorism is contained in a range of sources, 
including resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, treaties, jurisprudence and customary 
international law. 

While terrorists have developed many ways to use the 
Internet in furtherance of illicit purposes, their use of the 
Internet also provides opportunities for the gathering of 
intelligence and other activities to prevent and counter 
acts of terrorism, as well as for the gathering of evidence 
for the prosecution of such acts. A significant amount of 
knowledge about the functioning, activities and 
sometimes the targets of terrorist organizations is 
derived from website, chat room and other Internet 
communications. Further, increased Internet use for 
terrorist purposes provides a corresponding increase in 
the availability of electronic data which may be compiled 
and analysed for counter-terrorism purposes. Law 
enforcement, intelligence and other authorities are 
developing increasingly sophisticated tools to proactively 
prevent, detect and deter terrorist activity involving the 
use of the Internet. The use of traditional investigative 
means, such as dedicated translation resources for the 
timely identification of potential terrorist threats, is also 
expanding. 

Online discussions provide an opportunity to present 
opposing viewpoints or to engage in constructive debate, 
which may have the effect of discouraging potential 
supporters. Counter-narratives with a strong factual 
foundation may be conveyed through online discussion 
forums, images and videos. Successful messages may also 
demonstrate empathy with the underlying issues that 
contribute to radicalization, such 
as political and social conditions, 
and highlight alternatives to 
violent means of achieving the 
desired outcomes. Strategic 
communications that provide 
counter-narratives to terrorist 
propaganda may also be 
disseminated via the Internet, in 
multiple languages, to reach a 
broad, geographically diverse 
audience. 
Intelligence-gathering 

Tools in the commission of 
terrorist offences involving the 
internet and technological 
advancements have provided 
many sophisticated means by 
which terrorists may misuse the 
internet for illicit purposes. 
Effective investigations relating 
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to internet activity rely on a combination of traditional 
investigative methods, knowledge of the tools available to 
conduct illicit activity via the internet and the 
development of practices targeted to identify, apprehend 
and prosecute the perpetrators of such acts. 

A case from France illustrates how different types of 
investigative techniques, both traditional and specifically 
relating to digital evidence, are employed in unison to 
compile the necessary evidence to successfully prosecute 
terrorist use of the internet. 

The investigation and prosecution of cases involving 
digital evidence requires specialist criminal investigation 
skills, as well as the expertise, knowledge and experience 
to apply those skills in a virtual environment. While the 
admissibility of evidence is ultimately a question of law 
and, therefore, within the remit of the prosecutors, 
investigators should be familiar with the legal and 
procedural requirements to establish admissibility for the 
purposes of both domestic and international 
investigations. 

A sound working knowledge of the requirements of 
applicable rules of evidence, and in particular with respect 
to digital evidence, promotes the collection of sufficient 
admissible evidence by investigators to support the 
successful prosecution of a case. For example, the 
procedures used in gathering, preserving and analyzing 
digital evidence must ensure that a clear “chain of 
custody” has been maintained from the time it was first 
secured, so that it could not have been tampered with 
from the moment of its seizure until its final production 
in court. 

Internet-based communication includes voice-over- 
Internet protocol, electronic mail, online messenger 
services and chat rooms, file-sharing networks and cloud 
technology. Other investigations include data encryption 
and anonymizing techniques, wireless technology, 
investigations of terrorist cases involving the Internet, a 
systematic approach to investigations involving the 
Internet, tracing an IP address, specialized investigative 
utilities and hardware, forensic data preservation and 
recovery, and supporting the authentication of digital 
evidence. 

The operational cybercrime units include national or 
regional cybercrime units, computer forensic triage units, 
intelligence-gathering and training. 

Prosecution 

The role of prosecutors in the prosecution of terrorism 
cases has become increasingly complex and demanding. 
In addition to responsibility for the conduct of criminal 
proceedings, prosecutors are becoming more involved in 
the investigative and intelligence-gathering phases of 
terrorism cases, providing guidance or supervision on the 
legal and strategic implications of various investigative 
techniques. 

Private sector cooperation 

While the responsibility for countering the use of the 
internet for terrorist purposes ultimately lies with a state 
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itself, the cooperation of key private sector stakeholders 
is crucial to effective execution. Network infrastructure 
for internet services is often owned, in whole or in part, by 
private entities. Similarly, private companies typically 
own the social media platforms that facilitate the 
dissemination of user-generated content to a broad 
audience, as well as popular Internet search engines, 
which filter content based on user-provided criteria, 
cooperation with government authorities, data retention, 
websites ‘and other platforms hosting user-generated 
content, Internet search engines, monitoring services, 
public-private partnerships. Since the level of government 
regulation of the Internet varies greatly among states, in 
the absence of a global, centralised authority responsible 
for Internet regulation, private stakeholders such as 
service providers, websites hosting user-generated 
content and internet search engines continue to play an 
important role in controlling the availability of terrorism- 
related content disseminated via the Internet. 

Conclusion 

With the increasing use of technology and the prolifera- 
tion of smart phones and gadgets, the number of 
cybercrimes has increased manifolds. The speed, global 
reach and relative anonymity with which terrorists can 
use the Internet to promote their causes or facilitate 
terrorist acts, together with complexities related to the 
location, retention, seizure and production of Internet- 
related data, makes timely and effective international 
cooperation between law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies an increasingly critical factor in the successful 
investigation and prosecution of many terrorism cases. 
So, changing digital trends have exacerbated the need for 
robust cybersecurity practices and systems that keep 
computer systems and electronic data safe. In a world 
where more and more of our business and social lives are 
online, getting hacked isn't just a direct threat to 
confidential data, it can also ruin relationships and 
brands, and even result in significant legal jeopardy. 


The writer is a member of staff. 
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‘Al is probably the most important thing humanity has ever 
worked on. The things which are constrained and look like a 
zero-sum game today, due to limited resources, may not be so 
inthe future. Al will fundamentally change this equation.” 

— Sundar Pichai, CEO Google 


Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the future. The tasks that 
conventionally required human intelligence and were 
impossible without active participation of people shall 
narrowly need human supervision only. One can foresee a 
future where a person while just considering purchasing a 
product shall find a drone drop by and deliver the very 
product at his/her doorstep, as envisioned by Amazon's 
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The Future of 
Artificial 
Intelligence 


algorithm. AI has gradually infiltrated and probably shall 
rapidly enter every segment of human life. Lately, AI is 
being employed in surveillance, social and_ political 
control, cyber security, humanoid robots and self-driving 
cars, to name a few, In many quarters of the world, AI has 
already replaced traditional human jobs. In China, for 
instance, there are fully automated convenience stores 
that use facial recognition and algorithms to restock 
themselves and merchandise. In addition to this, they 
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have robot hotels and robot restaurants. Despite all these 
strides, the future of AI can be divided into near-term, 
mid-term and long-term future. Though the 
developments being anticipated are promising, the other 
side of the coin bodes a threat to mankind in several ways, 
thereby questioning the future of humans in a world of 
artificial intelligence. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines AI as the theory and 
development of computer systems able to perform tasks 
normally requiring human intelligence, such as visual 
perception, speech recognition, decision-making and 
translation between languages. On the other hand, 
Merriam Webster defines AI as a branch of computer 
science dealing with the simulation of intelligent 
behaviour in computers or the capability of a machine to 
imitate intelligent human behaviour. 

The term Artificial Intelligence was first coined by John 
McCarthy in 1956 at a conference in Hanover, New 
Hampshire. Later, in 1957, Herbert A. Simon, from his 
research into administration behaviours and municipal 
administrations contributed to developing problem- 
solving algorithms which would, in turn, give way to the 
first wave of artificial intelligence. AI has made strides 
since then in the shape of different themes to be discussed 
in the subsequent paragraphs. 

Al ranges from machines used to search algorithms and 
play board games to those truly capable of thinking. It 
has applications in nearly every way humans use 
computers. The term, however, is frequently applied to 
the projects of developing systems endowed with the 
intellectual processes that are characteristic of humans, 
e.g. the ability to reason, discover meaning, generalize or 
learn from experience. The components of human 
intelligence the research in AI has so far focused on 
include learning, reasoning, problem-solving, 
perception and use of language. 

There are four types of themes used in Al. The first step is 
the Turing test of the 1950s, published in a paper entitled 
“Computing Machinery and Intelligence” [written by Alan 
Turing on the topic of artificial intelligence] which has 
long been a central theme as well as a long-term goal for Al 
research, The first type of Al, if categorized, is reactive 
machines. IBM's deep blue, an automatic chess program, 
was the first computer that defeated Russian grandmas- 
ter Garry Kasparov. The next category is known as limited 
memory in which the AI systems are capable of using past 
experiences to inform future generations. Limited 
memory can also be referred to as Expert Systems since 
these computer programs model human expertise in one 
or more specific knowledge areas. 

The third category is the theory of minds which enables 
computers to understand others, inclusive of their beliefs, 
wishes and intentions. The fourth category is the self- 
awareness system where the computers shall have 
awareness of their existence and a sense of self. 


Nonetheless, the third and fourth categories do not exist 
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as of today. 
Artificial intelligence is gradually penetrating all segments 


of life. The first such use is in surveillance, especially 
through facial recognition, for which AI is becoming a 
reliable tool. China, for instance, utilizes ubiquitous 
cameras for surveillance of restive minorities. They use 
facial recognition to catch criminals in footage and to 
publically shame those who commit minor offenses. In 
another case, the algorithm developed at Stanford in 2017 
claimed to judge from a photograph whether a person is 
ay. 
Secondly, Al is being used as a tool of political and social 
control. In the United States, for instance, Al-based 
algorithms determine whether the alleged criminals get 
locked up or not. The infamous case of Glenn Rodriguez 
can be cited here. Despite ten years of good behaviour, he 
faced an algorithm named “COMPAS,” designed to predict 
the inmates of the likelihood of re-offending, going 
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against his parole. Though the judges set Rodriguez free, 
still they agreed to impose the algorithm-recommended 
curfew. In addition to this, in China, before the residents 
can throw their garbage in the container, they would have 
to allow the garbage container to scan their faces and 
verify their identity. 

Thirdly, Al is being used in providing cybersecurity to the 
netizen. According to the Internet Security Report 2019, 
there were seven case studies of attacks, intercepted and 
neutralized by a “dark trace” cyber AI which included 
insider threats, ransomware and Internet of Things (IoT) 
hacks. 

Fourthly, Artificial Intelligence is witnessing the 
development of Al-based software which shall 
revolutionize the world of IT. First, the AI research 
organization developed “Alpha Go” and “Alpha Zero,” the 
programs to play the board game “Go”. In October 2015, 
the original “Alpha Go” became the first computer 
program to defeat a human professional player on a full- 
sized board. 

Fifthly, Al is focusing on the development of AI humanoid 
robots and self-driving cars. Goggle 
Started its autonomous cars project in 


Artificial Intelligence has been studied for decades and is 
still one of the most elusive subjects in computer 
sciences, partly due to how large and nebulous the subject 
is. Initially, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
scientists were extremely optimistic about the early 
arrival of a future embodied by Artificial Intelligence. 
Marvin Minsky, for instance, was reported writing in ‘AI: 
The Tumultuous Search for Artificial Intelligence’ that 
“within a generation, the problem of creating artificial 
intelligence will substantially be solved.” But, Artificial 
Intelligence, has witnessed slow and steady progress in 
the past as already discussed in the preceding paragraphs. 
Nonetheless, the future in and with Al is far brighter and 
probably can be foreseen easily. 

Al in the future shall not only be limited to artificial 
intelligence only, rather it shall incorporate augmented 
human intelligence as well, thereby enhancing human 
capacities to work in collaboration with machines in a 
smarter way. In the near-term future, AI resolves to merge 
in most of the public service applications. Governmental 
control is critical in this era of Al, as the officials 
appointed in the public service shall 
decide the level of autonomy they allow 


2009 - renamed “Waymo” in 2016. imcjele[c EAU A TUR IE ER to the software. While the near-term 
Though self-driving cars are already Bey Vitssle} he) RAT |4\}m future of Al depends largely on human 
around the corner, their public adoption supervision, it equally relies on the way 
will still take time. One reason behind ITS SEARCH ENGINE IS data is being provided to AI on which the 
this delay is the voracious need for the P¥:\Boe) "| thai celitcliye-t8 machines have to rely for making 
—, required by = go UR KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS? Aerie re eae 

self-driving cars, to which “Sony” claims ‘ last a laa eee “iy In addition to this, AI shall make entry 
to find a solution sooner. Nonetheless, iiph-s S:ARTIFICIAL 4 into most non-emergency essential 


Honda and Tesla are still offering semi- FJ. j12** 
autonomous cars with auto-pilot mode | 
that controls steering, lane changing, 
acceleration and braking. In addition, 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) of the United States did a study 
on Tesla's Autopilot Version 1, which is relatively 
primitive, and found that it reduces road accidents by up 
to 45 percent. Elon Musk, the founder and CEO of Tesla 
and SpaceX, believes that upgraded versions shall be even 
better. 

“I think self-driving will encompass essentially 

all modes of driving and be at least 100 to 200 

percent cheaper thana person.” 
Furthermore, Al humanoid robots are already grabbing 
public attention with Sophia being the world's first Al 
humanoid robot, and Ameca following the lead. But the 
story of innovations in automated systems does not end 
here. The future of Al, to be discussed in subsequent 
paragraphs, is far bigger and brighter, 

“We are focusing on autonomous systems and 

we sort of see it as the mother of all AI projects. 

So, so autonomy is something incredibly exciting 

for us, we'll see where it takes us.” 

— Tim Cook, CEO, Apple 
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\27.\4 services, including helplines for 
ea information. There shall be increased 
dependence on AI for skills matching 
and talent hunting. AI would help people 
find new jobs and shall assist the human resource 
managers in hunting the relevant, skilled recruits. It 
would replace the HR assistants for good. Furthermore, 
petty jobs that include fillings out forms, and reviewing 
public applications, particularly for services that include 
licenses, cash transfer schemes, travel documents and 
others, shall be dealt with by the Al-based systems. 

Moreover, the use of AI in cybercrime shall enhance. Al 
shall undertake scrutiny of masses to ascertain whether 
they match the required ethical and legal standards. This, 
in turn, shall help governments in smarter scrutiny and 
accountability. Furthermore, Al-based geospatial 
surveillance shall become a new norm. Geospatial data 
shall be available from private drones and satellites. 

In the medium-term future, Al shall be an essential part of 
governmental decision-making. The governments shall 
rely on Al for the provision of emergency services and 
transportation to the masses. Auto-pilot cars shall assist 
governments in reaching out to and rescue therefrom the 
masses trapped in the rain, fire or any of such emergencies, 
Additionally, the jobs that require repetition shall be 
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replaced by Al. Especially humanoid robots shall replace 
the unskilled labor in restaurants, parks and other public 
service areas. The counters with people doing manually 
intensive jobs shall be equipped with 
humanoid robots. 
Moreover, AI shall monitor and judge the 
interests of individuals and influence the way 
people think. They shall be shown what they 
are deemed to watch with the assistance of 
customized ads. Amazon algorithms are 
already working on this theme. A person even 
thinking of buying a certain item, through the 
data from the “Internet of Things” shall alert 
companies like Amazon in arranging the 
required stock and sending a customized link 
to the individual if he is willing to purchase the | 
very item. 
It is not just the shopping preferences that AI 
shall influence; social, political, and religious 
biases, too, shall be influenced by it in the near term 
future. With the concept of a “digital mirror” AI shall 
assist humans in comparing their biases with others by 
providing a chance to match the effects biases create on 
personality as well as public service delivery. 
Finally, in the long-term future, AI scientists predict the 
complete uprooting of human-based public service 
delivery. Humanoid robots shall no more be a rare 
sighting performing regular human chores improving 
efficiency. As cited by the founder of Microsoft, Bill Gates, 
“The Artificial intelligence software by Google, 
by looking at all the new information shall 
present to you, knowing about your interests, 
what will be most valuable, so making us more 
efficient. ” 
He believes that computers with artificial intelligence are 
as good as humans themselves. 
But, this efficiency has a cost. There shall be socio- 
politico-economic implications of AI. The future of Al 
could be a jobless future for humans. With the rise in 
demand for stationery, aerial and underwater robots, 
humans might become less attractive. Estimates suggest 
that fifty percent of the human workforce shall lose their 
jobs due to automation. Huard Smith, vice president of 
Forester, believes that AI will wipe out 29 percent of all US 
jobs. Besides, there shall be an enhanced burden on 
already drained energy resources as has been witnessed in 
the energy thirst ‘of self-driving cars. World Economic 
Forum (WEF) predicts that 75 million jobs will be 
displaced due to Al. 
On top of the socio-economic fears that erupted from the 
success of Al, it is alsg the fact that AI has not always been 
about success. The decade of 1970s, for instance, has 
been considered the winter of AI since the commercial and 
Scientific activities have declined dramatically suggested 
by the APLAC and Light Hill reports respectively. The 
Pessimistic prognosis for Al erupted when sir James Light 
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Hill stated that “in no part of the field have discoveries 
made so far produced the major impact that was then 
promised” 

Nonetheless, AI has progressed albeit slow yet steady and 
the slow progress, in no way, undermines the 
importance attached to the concept. Besides 
this view of Al winter, there are a couple of 
views regarding the future of AI. The 
optimistic view suggests that AI with all of its 
charisma shall assist in making a better 
) society with enhanced public service delivery 
as it shall boost the inter- and intra- 
government competition. The pessimistic 
future of Al suggests that with the powers of 
' Alin hand, governments would become more 
authoritarian and despotic since they would 
| be in a position to monitor and control the 
* masses easily. 

Notwithstanding the public views about 
artificial intelligence, AI has already arrived and without 
any iota of doubt, it is here to stay. But the speed with 
which humans are willing to delegate their distinct 
intelligence to machines could rather turn ugly, if not 
carefully dealt with. Sophia, the first humanoid robot, has 
been heard saying, for instance, that she will destroy 
humans. The robots, therefore, can be easy victims for the 
manipulators. That is why the scientists have to figure out 
some way to ensure that the advent of digital super- 
intelligence is symbiotic with humanity. Nonetheless, 
proponents of AI are, to a large extent, sanguine, and 
claim that it can never surpass real intelligence. 

“The idea that there shall be a general AI 

overlord that subjugates us or kills us all, I think 

it is not something to worry about. First of all, we 

are nowhere close to knowing how to build a 

general AI; something that could set its own 

objectives. Second, I think it's unlikely that such 

a thing's first instincts would be to exterminate 

us.” - Jeff Bezos, Founder and CEO of Amazon 
Thus, the era of Artificial Intelligence, with either 
optimistic or pessimistic views, is imminent and 
forthcoming sooner than anticipated. Al shall penetrate 
almost all sectors that are, or can be, automated, to the 
extent that it would be a potent threat to the survival of 
humanity itself, Hence, Investment in AI has to be safe 
with the formulation of a global Al regulatory authority 
that shall function as a watchdog to check the monopoli- 
zation of AI powers. At the end of the day, with the advent 
of AI future, the mankind needs to evolve itself gradually 
yet constantly so that the relation of humans with Alin the 
future is that of association and cooperation, and not that 
of struggle and survival.&) 

The writer is a qualifier of several competitive exams 

including PCS 2013, PCS 2019 and CSS 2020, and scores 


of general recruitment. He is, presently, under training at 
Directorate General of Training and Research, Lahore. 
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Asim Raza (PAS) 
After having taught CSS/PMS Essay for more __ here that as per some CSS experts and mentors, there is no 
than a decade, I am of the view that aspirants concept of literary topics in CSS/PMS Essay examinations 
need to burnish a number of skills if they want and all such topics that apparently look literary can be 
to ensure success in their Essay paper. In my unfolded and expanded just like the ordinary issue-based 
write-ups for the readers of JWT magazine, I topics. These gurus opine that this is merely the wording 
would be delineating all the necessary skills one by one. of the topics that makes them look literary in nature; 
To start with, let's discuss the intricacies involved in topic otherwise, the demand of these topics is similar to the 
selection in CSS/PMS Essay paper. other topics that require scrupulous analysis of some 
Types of Topics political, social, administrative or economic issue. 
Mostly, the topics that are 
given in CSS Essay paper 
are issue-based. These 
issues may relate to 
political, social, 
economic, religious or 
administrative sectors 
and can either be 
Pakistan-specific or 
global in nature. At times, 
there are some literary 
topics as well. 
Dos and Don'ts of Topic 
Selection 
1. Aspirants are advised 
to avoid literary topics as 
they are usually oblique 
and indecipherable in | 
nature, and it usually nie GP 
becomes difficult to — 4 
comprehend and expand 


sor) 


G, 
MICSS WG 


them to the satisfaction. UUM? MUISTAKES t TOPIC SELECTOR 

of the examiner. Some | .“ lea eR 4 ad 
examples of literary |. nite site. en eee al x o41| 
topics from the CSS past _ 
papers are as under: 


i. I fall upon the thorns 
of life! I bleed (2021) 

ii. Truth is lived, not 
taught (2019) 

iii. Too many of us are 
not living our dreams 
because we are living our 
fears (2018) 

iv. Beware the 
barrenness of a busy life! 
(2018) 

v. Literature is a lonely 
planet for idealists 
(2017) 

vi. We have to learn to be 
our own best friend, 
because we fall too easily 
into the trap of being our 
own worst enemies 
(2016) 

It is pertinent to mention 
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Passing the Essay paper is always considered a stu endous task i 

examination. A meticulous analysis of the results of these wpb suane saa iinaics nat 
Is generally perceived about Essay Paper asFPSC and Provincial Public Service Commissi = 
Use the very same paper, more often than not, for limiting the numberof aspirants that a tobe 
allowed to move to Stage IL of the process, i.e. the interview. What makes a good Eiaay : 
least one worth-qualifying, has never. been an unanswered question as a number of bck mn 
well as FPSC’s post-examination analyses comprehensively highlight the qualities that pt 
required to be there in an essay. However, most aspirants rarely pay attention to hearin 


Essay writing as a skill and just try to pass the paper using di 
‘ F using diffe i 
neither do nor should achieve the requisite hale : : ernie ese 
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As CSS is always much more than merely an examination 
for the aspirants who have spent a number of sleepless 
nights in preparing for it, so it is always pragmatic to be 
circumspect and avoid every miniscule risk of failing the 
Essay paper just because of wrong selection of topic. 
Note: Students having special predilection for 
literature, however, may attempt such topic 
provided they have practiced them well before 
the examination. 
2. Aspirants should carefully consider the scope of the 
topic while expanding it in the outline: a topic may be 
global or Pakistan-specific in its scope and application. 
Where a Pakistan-specific topic allows the aspirants to 
remain confined to Pakistan only, a global topic demands 
a detailed discussion in a broader perspective. While 
writing essay on a topic having global scope, aspirants are 


Do notwaste water even if you were ata running stream (CSS 2021) 
Meaning purposive education (CSS 2021) 

Human inventions move the societies backward (CSS 2021) 
Women universities as agents of change (CSS 2020) 

Do we really need literature in our lives? (CSS 2020) 


Pakistan-specific 


COVID-19: Awake-up call for Pakistani researchers (CSS 2021) 
Polarized politics: the issues and challenges of democracy in Pakistan 
(CSS 2020) 


Global power dynamics and Pakistan's foreign policy (CSS 2020) 
Pakistan's informa! economy: the way forward (CSS 2020) 
Promoting tourism in Pakistan: opportunities and challenges 
(CSS 2020) 


allowed to quote Pakistan-related observations to endorse 
their point of view, but they can never let their discussion 
revolve only around Pakistan. Here are some examples of 
Pakistan-specific and global topics for the better 
understanding of the aspirants: 

3. Aspirants are strictly advised to avoid an impetuous 
approach while selecting the Essay topic. Every aspirant 
should spend 4-5 minutes in the process of topic selection 
and should read all the topics given in the question paper 
even if (s)he can write well on the very first topic of the 
paper. Many aspirants immediately stop reading the 
question paper whenever they find any topic that appears 
suitable to them. It is a mistake in the sense that they may 
miss some topic that could be handled better than the one 
they had selected. 

Likewise, aspirants should be mindful of the fact that 
topics appearing simple and easy can be tricky and 
complex in reality and, hence, require careful reading. CSS 
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2018 topic “China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and 
Its Socio-economic Implications for the Region and the 
World” is the quintessence of the very same nature of CSS 
Essay paper: the topic that looked easy because of its 
being related to CPEC was immensely difficult in nature as 
it demanded aspirants to highlight the importance of 
CPEC for the region - something that aspirants rarely 
work on with reference to CPEC. 
4. Aspirants should never try to go for the topic that they 
feel would be chosen by most of their fellows unless they 
can compete with others in terms of the quality of the 
material. In case aspirants are not sanguine of proving 
their distinction and uniqueness, they should select some 
other topic they can write well on. With reference to 
CSS/PMS examination, one should be very much clear that 
one's performance is evaluated in relation with other's 
performance; hence, it is always better to change the 
course if one does not have competitive advantage in 
playing onit. 
5. It is immensely important to understand the 
requirement of the topic before drawing up the outline. 
Every topic can be expanded in a number of ways, yet 
aspirants are supposed to doit only the way the examiner 
would be expecting it to be. For instance, there could be 
hundreds of topics related to CPEC only, and every such 
topic would be addressed in a way different from the 
others. “CPEC: hopes and hurdles; CPEC as a game- 
changer for Pakistan; Expectations and over-expectations 
with reference to CPEC,” these three CPEC-related topics 
will require your Essays to explore three entirely different 
dimensions. Aspirants who are unable to comprehend 
and meet the requirement of the topic can never pass CSS 
Essay paper as their effort would simply be marked as 
“irrelevant”. 
6. Likewise, in case of an argumentative Essay, aspirants 
should make every possible effort to support the stance 
given in the topic. Argumentative topics contain such a 
contention as can always be negated with the help of facts 
and figures. Yet ideally, it is not good. The examiner 
expects the candidates to build up a case in favour of the 
stance provided in the topic; negating the stance is simply 
tantamount to a lawyer's presenting the case against his 
own client before the court. Opposing the stance provided 
by the topic is justifiable only if it is not technically, 
morally, religiously or legally possible to support it. For 
instance, the stance given in the topic “lwo Nation Theory 
is no more relevant in Pakistan” cannot be supported as it 
is against the basic ideology of our nationhood. 
7. For improving the topic-selection skills, aspirants are 
advised to practice well before the examination. CSS/PMS 
past papers can be helpful for the purpose, & 
The writer is a PAS officer from 38th CTP, currently 
serving as an Additional Secretary in Government of 
Punjab. He can be reached at: 
asim_raza7950@yahoo.com 
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Outlines 


Topic 1: All humans are born equal in 
dignity and rights but they are in 


shackles everywhere. 
1. Introduction 
2. Purpose and place of humans in this world 
3. Concept of freedom and shackles 


e Positive freedom 


e Negative freedom 
4. Freedom: birthright for humans 
5. Is man free? Of course, not! 
a. Shackles in individual domain 
i. Infancy: the sweet will of parents 
ii. School life: at the mercy of education system 
iii. Adolescence: peer pressure 
iv. Adult age: livelihood pressures and marital affairs 
b. Responsibility replaces accountability but the chains 
continue 
c. Chains in collective life 
i. Psychological shackles 
ii. Spiritual chains 
iii. Physical hurdles 
iv. Moral obligations 
v. Economic obstacles 
vi. Socio-political impediments 
6. Impacts of these shackles on the life of a free-born man 


e Positive impacts 


e Negative impacts 
7. Should man be absolutely free? A big no! 
8. Fetters of absolute freedom 
9, Recommendations for the survival of a free-born man 
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in shackles 

10. Real freedom with the customized general will for 
prospering the chained life of humans , 
i1.Conclusion 


Topic 2: The State of minority rights in Pakistan 
1. Introduction 
2. Religious minorities in Pakistan 
3. Abysmal state of minority rights 
a. Intolerance and religious hatred 
b. Destruction of scared religious places 
c. Targeted victimization and killings 
d. Harassment and forced conversions 
e. Allegations of blasphemy 
f. Social discrimination 
g. Economic biases 
h. Religious prisoners 
4. Pakistan's international rankings: proof of the sorry 
state of affairs 
5. Causes of pathetic state of minority rights 
a. Biased curriculum 
b. Talk on differences only 
c. Extremist approach 
d. Inability of state to create consensus 
e. Lack of vibrant participation of minorities in state 
affairs 
f. Identity crisis 
6. Impacts of this poor state of minority rights 
7. Previous laws made by government to protect the 
minorities: A handicapped measure 
8. Some positive developments from the recent past 
9. Recommendations to ameliorate the Pathetic state of 
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Minorities 
10. Conclusion 


Topic 3: The,breach of cyber security in Pakistan: 


Implications suggestions for improvement. 
1, Introduction 
- Cyber crimes increased by over 83 pc in last three 
years 
2. Defining cyber security 
3. Types of cyber attacks 
a. Phishing attacks 
b. Malware attack 
c. Insider threat 
d. Ransom ware 
4. The breach of cyber security in Pakistan: instances 
eee cyber-attacks on small businesses in 
b. PM office audio leaks Sept.-2022 
c. FBR website hacked in 2021 
d. K-Electric website hacked in 2021 
e. Fraudulent transactions in Ehsaas Program 
f. Financial frauds reported by FIA 
5. Reasons behind the sorry state of affairs in cyber 
security 
a. Incompetent cyber security agencies 
b. Vulnerabilities/patches 
c. Lack of awareness on cyber crimes 
6. Implications of cyber security breaches 
a. Financial implications 
b. Compromises national Security 
c. Tarnishes the country’s image globally 
d. Harassments and defamations 
7. Suggestions for improvement 
i. Awareness and certifications on cyber security 
— Digital Pakistan Cyber Security Hackathon 2021 
ii. Liaison among cyber security agencies, IT 
departments and courts 
ia i implementation of first cyber security 
olicy 
i, Identifying linkages between virtual and real 
world 
v. Mandatory installation of cyber security systems 
8. Earlier materialization of computer emergency 
response team (CERT) 
9. Conclusion 
Topic 4: 2022 Floods and role of NDMA In Pakistan 
1. Introduction 
2. Defining 
a. Disasters and disaster management 
3. Outlining the role of NDMA in Pakistan 
a. Planning for future natural and manmade 
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disasters 
b. Issuing early warnings about more than usual 
r 
c. Stockpiling of supplies 
d. Evacuation and rehabilitation strategies 
4. Phases of disaster management: A tale of pathetic 
affairs 
a. Mitigation 
b. Preparedness 
c. Response 
d. Recovery 
5. Overview of 2022 floods: failures of NDMA 
a. One third of country under water 
b. 2000 dead and 33 million displaced 
c. Over 40 billion USD damages 
d. Inflation and food shortages 
6. Reasons behind the damages and poor performance of 
NDMA 
a. Natural vulnerability of Pakistan vis-a-vis climate 
change 
b. Significant eet in weather patterns and ill- 
preparedness of ND 
c. Disconnect arrest NDMA/PDMAs and 
meteorological department 
d. Poor governance and weak political will 
e. Illegal and uncontrolled constructions 4 
7. Implications 
a. Intractable political and economic crises 
b. Worsening humanitarian crises 
c. Exacerbating infrastructure losses 
8. Suggestions to improve the functioning of NDMA 
a. Hazard and risk assessment 
b. Effective communication and preparedness 
c. Disaster risk-reduction education 
d. Promoting disaster-risk planning 
e. Effective community and local level risk-reduction 
programming 
f. Improving multi-hazard early warning system 
g. Capacity building for post-disaster recovery 
9. Conclusion 


The writer is a qualifier of several competitive exams 
including PCS 2013, PCS 2019 and CSS 2020, and scores 
of general recruitment. He is, presently, under training at 
Directorate General of Training and Research, Lahore. 
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ISLAMIC STUDIES 

Islam is the everlasting religion for 
mankind. It: is the most favourite and 
most loved religion (Deen) by God. 
Hence, it is suitable for all places 
and times. Islam guarantees the 
protection of life, property and 
honour to all the people living 
in a Muslim society, 

irrespective of their 

religion, colour and race. It 

is due to this reason that 

protecting the dignity, lives 

and properties of non- 
Muslims living in an Islamic 
state is binding on Muslims in \ 
general, and the Islamic state in 
particular. In an Islamic state, non- “4 
Muslim citizens have the same rights “@'@ 
as Muslims do. There are many “Qt 
references in the Quran and the Sunnah of the 

Prophet to the subject. me 


eciding as to what are the rights of non- 
Muslims living in a Muslim state has been a 
practical problem in Muslim societies 
throughout their history because there was 


“ 


ue 


never a Muslim state that comprised purely of 

Muslim believers. Even the first state 

established by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
in Madina included Muslims as well as Jews, Christians 
and Arab pagans. The Ottoman Caliphate that lasted for 
six centuries, till the first quarter of the twentieth century, 
included many non-Muslim communities in Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East. Even today, there is no 
Muslim state that does not have indigenous non-Muslim 
citizens. However, the mere fact of the continuous 
presence, for many centuries, of non-Muslims in 
predominantly Muslim countries, reflects the practical 
possibility of coexistence and accommodation. 
General Policy 
The general policy in Islam is to guarantee full rights to 
non-Muslim populations and, therefore, people subscrib- 
ing to other religions were granted full civic rights by the 
virtue of the Quran and through the application of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Non-Muslims living within 
Muslim communities were granted peaceful and 
prosperous life through guaranteeing security for both 
their lives and properties and were given the appellation 
of "ahl al-Dhimma" which denotes those people with 
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whom Muslims have an agreement that the responsibility 
of their personal safety and security of their property is to 
be undertaken by the Muslim state. 

A cursory giance at the verses of the holy Quran and 
Hadith literature reveals the fact that Islam stands for 
universal peace and prosperity. It aims at the betterment 
of humanity at large. It strives to create those conditions 
of social life without which no man can seek, in general, to 
be himself at his best. Liberty, according to Islam, 
therefore, means the absence of restraint upon the 
existence of those conditions which are the essential 
guarantees of individual happiness both in this world and 
the world to come. 

Classification of Non-Muslims 

A. Permanent Residents 

Muslim jurists use the term 'dhimmi' or 'Ahl al-Dhimma' 
to refer to non-Muslim residents. In Arabic, the word 
‘dhimma' means a treaty of protection for non-Muslims 
living in Muslim territory. A similar term, 'Ahl ul- 
Dhimma’', means 'People of the Covenant’, because they 
are protected under the covenant extended to them by 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the Muslims. Non- 
Muslims are guaranteed protection in the Muslim society 
as long as they pay a head tax and abide by the specific 
legislations mentioned in Islamic Law. This covenant of 
protection is not limited to a specific duration; rather, 
stays in effect as long as those with whom the covenant is 
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made abide by its conditions. 

The good intent behind the term 'dhimmi' can be seen in 
the letter written by the Caliph Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (RA) to 
the non-Muslims of Najran: 

“In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is 
the written statement of God's slave Abu Bakr, the 
successor of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Prophet and 
Messenger of God. He affirms for you the rights of a 
protected neighbour, in yourselves, your lands, your 
religious community, your wealth, retainers and servants, 
those of you who are present or abroad, your bishops and 
monks and monasteries, and all that you own, be it great 


or small. You shall not be deprived of any of it, — 


and shall have full control over it...” Poe 
B. Temporary Residents ( 
This category includes two types: 

i. The residents of non-Muslim 
countries who are at peace with 
Muslims through specific peace 
agreements, international 
treaties or other 
mechanisms, who 
temporarily come to Muslim 
countries for work, 
education, business, 
diplomatic missions and so 
forth. Muslim jurists refer 

to them in Arabic as 
mu'‘aahadoon, which 
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those in an Islamic state who do not subscribe to the 
ideology of the state and what humanistic values an 
Islamic society are under absolute obligation to uphold. 
The guidelines for treating non-Muslims are clearly 
mentioned in the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet 
(PBUH); they constitute the bases of shariah rulings on the 
subject. Some of the references in these two divine 
sources are mentioned below: 
a. General Status 
The general rule is that when a non-Muslim enters into the" 
contract of dhimmah with Muslims, he becomes their 
equal, enjoying the same rights and fulfilling the same 
obligations. Imam al-Kasani narrated a hadith 
of the Prophet (PBUH): "If they accept the 
contract of dhimmah, tell them that for 
dhimmi is what is for the Muslims 
and upon them is what is upon the 
Muslims.” 
Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Talib (RA) 
said, “They have accepted the 
contract of dhimmah, so 
their property shall be like 
our property and their 
blood shall be like our 
blood.” 
b. Protection of the Self 
This right is of two kinds: 
1. Their protection from all 
external threats; 


means, "those with whom 2. Their protection from all 
there is apact”. oo” Ss internal tyranny of 
ii. The residents of non-Muslim countries with ,+«* The * persecution. 

whom Muslims do not have a pact of peace, jon sn, The first kind of protection is the same as in 
or who may be at war with Muslims, who _,¢* concept of “ss. the case of Muslims. The head of a 


temporarily come to Muslim i 
countries for work, education, ,¢* 
business, diplomatic c 
missions and so forth. 


dhimma and dhimmi Me 
Non-Muslim citizens of the Islamic state whose “s 
protection is guaranteed by the state as well as individual 


Muslim country and those in 
. authority are bound to look 
‘ after the interests of all 


Muslim jurists refer to them 
in Arabic as musta'minoon, 
which means, "seekers of § 
protection". 

All classes have general ! 
rights common to them, and 
exclusive rights specific to 
each group. We will limit our 
discussion mostly to the 
most general, common rights 
to avoid excessive details. 
Rights of Non-Muslims 

Most Muslim states of the 


present time have no working ! 
model on which to base the 1 


Study of the rights of non- 


Muslims. However, we can form 


' Muslims are called dhirnmis. The term dhimmi or ahl al-dhimma | Citizens using all the force at 
' means those Christians, Jews and others who agree to live in Dar al- # their command. 
1 Islam under the protection of Muslim ummah subject to rendering The following ahadith of the 
1 military service or in lieu thereof a nominal obligation, i.e. payment of} Prophet (PBUH) warn the 
\ Jizya. ' Muslims against any high- 
H Muslim jurists hold that protection can be given to all in the Dar al-Islam i handedness towards the non- 
save the idolators of Arab. As Prophet himself gave protection to the t Muslim citizens. 

| Magians (Majus) of Hajr by realizing jizyah from them so they are also H “Whosoever 
treated at par with the men of book (ahl al-kitab) in the writings of i persecuted a 
1 Muslim jurists. The acceptance of jizyah from the Magians of Hajr a Dhimmi or surplus 


t implies that it can be exacted from the polytheists of the state as well. : right or took work 


¥ |t is noteworthy that the concept of dhimma and dhimmi emerged only § from him beyond his 

' after the conquest of Makkah which took place in the year 8 A.H, Prior ' capacity, or took 

| to that the agreements entered into between the Prophet and the § something from him 

' polytheists were pacts of mutual help and cooperation. Hence they § wslth, audi batentinbe. 

« were neither the protected people (ahl al-dhimma) nor any law of the I shall be acomplain- 
« !slamic state could be applied to them, This is warranted by the ? 


ant against him on 


Ss, fact that the injunctions regarding Jizyah were received , the Day of Resurrec- 


Ss, by the Prophet only in the year 9A.H. thatis lo. Poe 


an idea of the rights and obligations %., ‘say, only after the conquest of Ry tion". (Abu Daud and 
of non-Muslim groups in an Islamic Ss. Makkah, Pg wo Baihaqi) 

state of the modern age by going back to the bat Prog The Prophet (PBUH) also said, 
Quran, Hadith and early history of Islam to ee ros “One who hurts a Dhimmi, he hurts 
discover what rights, in principle, are granted to ‘sy 00" me; and one who hurts me, hurts Allah. 
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(Al-Sunan al-Kubra, Vol. 5, p.205) 

Imam Ibn Taimiyyah says, “Treat non-Muslims in the same 
way as Muslims.” He further insisted that Muslim citizens 
are duty-bound to spare their hands and tongue from 
hurting the non-Muslim citizens. 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal wrote: “The ruler of the Muslim 
community is bound to protect non-Muslims and to save 
them from aggression. Should they fall into captivity, the 
imam must marshal all the resources to secure their 
release and punish the transgressors against their lives 
and properties, even if they were the sole (inhabitants) 
living in a remote village.” 

c. Religious Freedom 

The non-Muslim minorities of any Muslim country are 
entitled to enjoy the same right and privileges as Muslims 
in expressing their views and opinion in any public affair. 
The jurists unanimously uphold the view that religious 
freedom is guaranteed by the Quran, “Let there be no 
compulsion in religion.” This means that no one is to be 
coerced to convert to Islam and that freedom of worship 
and places of worship of non-Muslims is to be protected. 
In the matters of religion, non-Muslims will have full 
freedom to run their mission organizations and evangelist 
activities. They will be free to propagate their religious 
thoughts to their peoples, but not to the Muslims. Every 
non-Muslim has a right to change from one religion to 
another. If they have any problem, or they feel any 
difficulty, they will submit their objections or 
suggestions. The Muslim country will have to consider 
them justly and sympathetically. 

Hazrat Umar ibn al-Khattab (RA) upheld this principle 
strictly and vigorously in the case of the Christians of 
Jerusalem in a famous agreement that says, "Their 
churches are not to be occupied, demolished or damaged, 
nor are their crosses and belongings to be touched.” 

Most Muslim jurists, however, hold the view that non- 
Muslims should not hold their ceremonies or expose their 
crosses in Muslim quarters, nor should they erect achurch 
in a town where there had not been one before, as such an 
action may provoke anger and sedition in society. 

d. Right to Property and Earning (Work) 

There is no disagreement among the jurists on the 
principle of protecting non-Muslims' property. Abu 
Yusuf, in his book al-Kharaj, quoted the Prophet's (PBUH) 
agreement with the Christians of Najran as follows: 
“Najran and its neighbouring areas are in the security of 
Almighty Allah and His Messenger. The property, 
religions and churches of the inhabitants, as well as all 
their possessions, whether much or little, are under the 
protection of the Prophet.” 

From this principle, the jurists infer that a person who 
steals from a non-Muslim has his hand cut off, and he who 
takes his property by violence is punished, and he who 
borrows money from a non-Muslim is obliged to repay him. 
Non-Muslims can carry on all kinds of trade, industry and 
agriculture, and adopt any profession of their choice, 
There is no distinction between Muslims and non-Muslims 
in this regard. The jurists have ruled that non-Muslims 
should be treated in the same manner as Muslims in the 
matters of trade, commerce and other financial dealings, 
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THE PROPHET (SAW) IN A HADITH QUDSI QUOTES ALLAH AS SAYING, 


CUESTA HAVE FORBIDDEN | 
(NPS UPON MYSELF AND HAVE 


MADE IT FORBIDDEN AMONGST YOU, 
$0 DO NOT COMMIT INJUSTICE’ .. 


(MUSLIM) 


except for riba (interest), which is forbidden for them as 
well as for Muslims. They are also forbidden to sell wine 
and pork in Muslim areas, because it may lead to 
misbehaviour or disturbance among the Muslims. 

e. Right to Hold Government Positions 

Non-Muslims have the right to serve in any governmental 
position that does not have a direct bearing on the 
religious life of Muslims. The jurists excluded the offices of 
the caliph, the head of the army, a judge of a shariah court 
and the zakat collector, from being held by a non-Muslims. 
The Prophet (PBUH) himself appointed a non-Muslim 
envoy to plead the case of Muslim immigrants before the 
king of Abyssinia. Al-Biladhuri reported that caliph 'Umar 
ibn al-Khattab (RA) wrote to his governor in Syria asking 
him to “send us a Greek, who could put in order the 
accounts of revenues.” 

Al-Mawardi maintained that a non-Muslim can hold the 
office of an executive minister who enforces the caliph's 
orders. 

f. Right to Social Security 

The shariah is the pioneer in human history in making it 
obligatory on the state and rich people to look after the 
poor and weak members of society. That responsibility is 
not towards Muslims alone, but includes also the non- 
Muslims who permanently reside in a Muslim country. 
The Prophet (PBUH) said, “All of you are shepherds and all 
of you will be responsible for people placed under your 
authority.” Hazrat Abu 'Ubayd (RA) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) gave charity to a Jewish family 
on a regular basis. He also sent property to the tribes of 
Makkah, when they suffered famine, to be distributed 
among the poor people. 

During the caliphate of Abu Bakr (RA), the military 
commander Khalid ibn al-Walid (RA) included in his treaty 
with the people of al-Hirah that “if an old man is incapable 
of doing any work, or is struck by some calamity, or he was 
rich and has become a pauper, so that the people of his 
religion give him charity, such a person is to be exempted 
from the payment of jizyah and is to be maintained from 
the public treasury of the Muslims (Bayt al-mal).” 
Conclusion 

This article concludes that an Islamic teaching of tolerance, 
towards non-Muslim is an established fact. This aspect of 
tolerance of persons is unique to Islam and perhaps has 
not been obtained by any other religion of the world. & 


The writer is pursuing his MPhil in Islamic History. 
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For Muslims, wealth is a gift 
from Allah Almighty and they 
should spend it in 
accordance with Allah's 
will. The Quran, the divine 
holy book of Muslims, 
urges individuals to 
share their wealth and 
income with those 
having lesser means. 
Zakat is one of the five 
pillars of Islam -a 
fundamental practice 
within the faith. It is 
mandatory for Muslims 
having wealth from 
above a certain threshold, 
called nisab, to pay a yearly 
donation of 2.5% of that 
wealth. 


llah Almighty says (what means): “... and as for 
those who hoard treasures of gold and silver, 
and do not spend them for the sake of Allah, 
announce unto them a painful torment. On the 
Day when that [hoarded wealth] shall be heated 
in the Fire of Hell and with it will be branded 
their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, 
(and it will be said unto them): 'This is the treasure which 
you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste what you used to 
hoard."” [Qur'an 9: 34-35] 
Allah also says (what means): “And Jet not those who 
covetously withhold of that which Allah has bestowed on 
them of His bounty (wealth) think that it is good for them 
(and so they do not pay Zakat). No, it will be worse for 
them; the things which they covetously withheld will be 
tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion...” [Qur'an 3:180] 
There is no equivalent in any other language to the word 
“Zakat” and the meaning it conveys. It is not just a form of 
charity, or alms-giving or tax or tithe. Nor, is it simply an 
expression of kindness; it is all of these combined and 


Waagar-ul-Hassan 


much more. It is a duty enjoined by Allah and a source of 
purification for the individual and society as a whole. 
Allah Almighty says (what means): “Take from their 
wealth 'sadaqah' (Zakat) in order to purify them and 
sanctify them with it.” [Qur'an 9: 103] 

As economists look at economic disparity, they keep 
revisiting the concept of Zakat which is a powerful tool to 
allow for a more equitable distribution of wealth. Zakat 
allows more people to invest, increase consumption, and 
allow for investment in community projects. 

Appalling, yet growing, wealth inequality across the world 
has become a shamefully defining reality of the truly 
frightening times in which we have been brought to life. 
The unstoppable spread of wretched poverty, coupled 
with the instant-by-instant funneling of an impossible 
aggregation of wealth into fewer and fewer hands, has led 
an increasing number of modern researchers to the 
examination of Islam's obligation of Zakat in their hunt 
fora “new,” humane model of social wealth redistribution. 
They have come to the right place, for it begins not with 
man but with God. 
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ADivine Mechanism to Offset Social Inequality 

God created man from the clay of the Earth, and then 
Himself blew the breath of life into this clay form. So, each 
of us human beings is of two natures, earthen and heavenly. 
More properly, human nature (fitrah) is composed of both 
a higher and lower self (nafs): one pulls our clay selves 
earthward with a feverish lust to possess the things of this 
world and to dominate all else and others in it. “For you 
love wealth with an ardent love.” (Surat Al-Fajr, 89:20). 

The other draws us up toward the heavens, our real and 
intended home in a life everlasting (O peaceful soul! 
Return to your Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing) — 
Surat Al-Fajr, 89:227-28 — and so to unladen our souls 
from the anchoring stuff of the earth that drags us down, 
all of which shall perish into dust. 

Zakat is Allah’s mechanism to simultaneously (1) cleanse 
our higher souls from the taint of their base natures, (2) 
purify the worldly possessions that remain with us, (3) 
uplift the needful around us, and (4) elevate society by 
restoring its economic balance, locality by locality, with a 
fair and equitable redistribution of wealth that, in the end, 
like everything else, belongs to Allah alone. 

Notably, Allah specifically identifies Zakat as fundamen- 
tal to all real religions. He says of all the peoples to whom 
He ever revealed the Scripture: “They were not 
commanded but to worship One God — making the 
practice of their religion pure and sincere to Him alone, 
being ever upright of heart — and to duly establish the 
Prayer, and to give the Zakat. For that, indeed, is the 
upright religion,” (Surat Al-Bayyinah, 98:5) 

How Zakat benefit society? 

Zakat, when properly institutionalized in a community, 
underwrites both its social and spiritual integrity. 

Shaykh Yusuf Qardawi in Fiqh Al-Zakat, Understanding 
the Legal Rulings of the Zakat-Charity, cites the scholar Al- 
Bahi Al-Khawli explaining three ways in which Zakat 
guarantees the ongoing indivisibility of Muslim societies, 
that is, helps preserve their spiritual integrity: 

Nations are founded on spiritual and psychological 
elements in addition to material factors. Indeed, the 
Spiritual factors count for much more in 
creating unity and vitality in any community. 
Islam pays great attention to these factors 
and makes the spending of the income of the 
community — to nourish and support these — 
one of its major obligations ... 

One can distinguish three major factors to 
which Islam gives special attention. The first 
is freedom or liberty. One objective of Zakat 
is to liberate individuals from the bondage 
of slavery. For the first time in the history 
of humanity, the liberation of slaves was 
made, by Islam, a social obligation for 
which a certain portion of the 
community's wealth is to be spent. 
Secondly, it encourages individuals to carry 
out projects of public interest and to spend 
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with the objective of smoothing out differences between 
members of the community and to reconcile individuals 
and groups for the purpose of deterring social unrest ... 
by assigning a share of Zakat to support those who have to 
bear financial responsibility for these purposes. 
Third, spending in the way of Allah and spreading the 
‘sound religion that comes from Him is urged, which 
includes defending the ideals and doctrines for which 
Allah sent His Messengers and upholding the Oneness of 
Allah and righteousness on earth. 
What does Zakat offer people economically? 
Zakat specifically creates a comprehensive social 
financial and care support service that — unlike most 
social insurances and social security systems in our 
economy-based states — does not require any dues or 
financial contribution from a person to gain its coverage 
or qualify for its payment. 
Yet every Muslim who has minimally, externally defined 
means of wealth sufficiency must pay a percentage of that 
surplus to the well-being and support of the ones whom 
Allah has entitled to it. 
Allah Himself makes universally eligible for yearly 
payment from all Muslims eight categories of recipients, 
and particularly those who live in the locality of these 
Muslims who have annual surpluses above minimum 
thresholds established for their various wealth streams — 
and whether these recipients are Muslims or others. 
Zakat heads 
These Zakat-eligible people have been defined in Surat Al- 
Tawbah (9:60): 
The Poor 
The Indigent 
Zakat System Administrators 
People with Hearts in Need of Reconciliation 
People in Bondage 
The Debt-Ridden 
People upon the Way of God 
The Wayfaring Displaced 
Scholars agree that the first two closely related categories 
— the poor and indigent — represent the highest priority 
of the Zakat, while the others are not necessarily ranked 
according to precedent. 
Yet together these divinely inalterable 
categories of the Zakat-eligible show clearly 
that Allah has institutionalized Zakat in 
Muslim society for the explicit purpose of 
directly giving sustaining economic benefit to 
the most vulnerable of the societies in which 
they live. And, in fact, the goal of Zakat, 
according to the most venerable Compan- 
ions of the Prophet (PBUH) is to: (a) 
maintain the integrity of that society and 
its collective Zakat obligation, even as the 
communal Salat is sustained, and (b) 
enrich its recipients ideally, not merely 
meet their immediate needs. & 
The writer is a member of staff: 
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Introduction 
Fasting has great importance and significance in the 
Islamic system of worship. Its importance can be 
gauged from the fact that it is the third pillar of Islam. 
Fasting means abstaining from eating and every type of 
cravings from early morning, i.e. dawn to dusk. The 
Holy Prophet (PBUH) explained the meaning of fasting 
in these words: 
“There is charity (zakat) for everything and charity of body 
is fasting.” 
Meaning and philosophy 
Fasting is the third fundamental pillar of Islam and has a 
Stature of an enormously important worship. In the 
Arabic language, the word 'soum'’, which is translated into 
English as ‘fasting’ means ‘to stop;’ ‘to refrain’. In Islamic 
lexicon, saum is used for the practice by which man 
abstains from eating and avoids sexual intercourse from 
dawn to sunset. The core objective of fasting is to achieve 
piety and righteousness so that a capacity to resist sins is 
inculcated in man. Like all other worships, fasting also is a 
source to be nearer to Allah. Regrading fasting, Allah 
Almighty has said in a Hadith-e-Qudsi: 
“Fasting is for Me and I will give its reward.” 
Obligatory fasting for a whole month makes such a great 
practical training module which inculcates in man a sense 
and feeling that he is refraining from even the lawful 
things like eating, drinking and enjoying matrimonial 
blessings only for the sake of Allah, then why should he 
not abstain the things prohibited by Him? Fasting infuses 
in man a spirit of obedience to the will of Allah. 
Importance of fasting 
Allah says in the Holy Quran: 

“O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it 
was prescribed to those before you. That ye may 
(learn) self-restraint.” (al-Baqarah: 183) 
“And fasting is better for you that you fast, if only you 
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know." (al-Baqarah: 184) 

Importance of fasting in hadith 

(i) Ina Hadith-e-Oudsi, Allah says: 

“Fasting ts for Me and I will give its reward.” 

(ii) The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“If a man leaves a fast without any lawful reason, he 
cannot compensate It even if he observes fast for the whole 
life. (Tirmizi) 

(iii) The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: 

"There is a charity for everything and the charity of a body 
is fasting.” 

Impacts and objective of fasting 

The purposes of fasting are as follows: 


(i) Purgation of one's self 
One of the main objectives and impacts of fasting is the 


purgation of one's soul and its piety. A believer, who fights 
hunger and thirst from dawn to dusk, neither casts an evil 
eye on anyone nor does he think about evil and he actually 
purges his soul from the dirt of sins. And self-purification 
is the core objective as well as the true essence of fasting. 
Allah says in the Holy Quran: 

“Successful indeed are those who purify themselves.” (al- 

A'la:14) 

(ii) Obedience to Allah 

The foremost impact of fasting is following Allah's will 
and His commandments. Had it not been Allah's ordain- 
ment, then who would have remained hungry for the 
whole day. A fast is observed only to abide by the ordain- 
ments of Allah Almighty, to accept that He is the real 
Master and Sustainer and we are His servants. He gives us 
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means of sustenance and we have been 
ordained to fast only to attain His 
pleasure. 
(iii) Attainment of Allah's pleasure 
There is a Hadith-e-Qudsi about those 
who observe fast: 

“Fasting is for Me and I will give its 
reward.” 
A Muslim observes fast so that his Master 
and the Creator may be pleased with him. 
The secret to attain Allah's pleasure lies in 
unwavering obedience to Him. If they are 
contented with and surrender to Allah's 
will, He will surely reward them. 
(iv) Tolerance and patience 
One purpose and impact of fasting is to 
make the observer tolerant and patient. If a man remains 
hungry, thirsty and avoids evil deeds, he becomes tolerant 
and patient and this trait remains in his character even 
after Ramadhan. 
(v) Character-building 
The purpose/impact of fasting is character-building too. 
If a man, addicted to abusing, backbiting and adultery, 
starts observing fast during Ramadhan, his fasting will 
keep him away from all these vices. If he does not shun 


these evils, then according to the Holy Prophet (#*), “Allah 
does not care about a person if he remains hungry.” It is so 
because the purpose of fasting cannot be achieved in this 
way. 

(vi) Piety 

The basic aim of fasting is to cultivate piety and foster 
virtues in man. In the Holy Quran, achieving piety and 
righteousness has been described as the core objective of 
fasting. 

“O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was 
prescribed to those before you. That ye may (learn) self- 
restraint.” (al-Bagarah: 183) 

It is elaborately evident from Allah's commandment that 
fasting has been made obligatory on 
previous nations so that they might 
become pious, virtuous and God-fearing. 
(vii) Cooperation 

By cultivating a sense of cooperation in 
man, fasting creates tolerance and 
patience and fosters the spirit of 
cooperation in society. It negates the lust 
of greed and awakens the feelings of 
helping others. That is why all those who 
observe fast come out helping and 
cooperating with others. In fact, fasting 
gives the message of cooperation to the 
whole humanity. When a man remains 
hungry and thirsty, he realises others’ 
pains and problems caused by hunger 
which, in turn, awakens the spirit of 


414 | All in One - Book XIV 


' Those who believe | 
_ and do qood deeds | 
_ and establishiSalah 
| (prayer) and’ pay, 


_ Zakat (poor due); 
| their reward is with 
their Lora”, 


ISLAMIC 
STUDIES 


C54, PMS, PCS 


cooperation. 
(viii) Justice at large 
It is the fasting that introduces equality in 
society by inculcating a sense of justice at 
large in people. It eradicates disparity and 
injustice in society. In this way, an 
observer of fast thinks for his own well- 
being as well as of poor and helpless 
people. It leads him to a sense of collec- 
tiveness. 
(ix) Thanksgiving 
Fasting stirs man to thank his real Creator 
and Master. While describing the purpose 
of fasting for its observers, Allah says in 
the Holy Quran, “Allah has made fasting 
compulsory for you so that you become thankful.” 
Thanksgivings to Allah is also a purpose of fasting just 
like obedience to Allah, attainment of Allah's pleasure, 
piety and self-purification. 
Individual and collective benefits and impacts of 
fasting 
By observing fast in its essence, one can reap the following 
benefits and impacts: 

¥ Attainment of self-purification. 

Y Awakening of the spirit to follow Allah's 
commandments. 
Fervour to be nearer to Allah to achieve His 
pleasure. 
Creation of feelings of tolerance and patience. 
Character building. 
Attainment of piety and righteousness. 
Establishment of a sense of cooperation. 
Fostering of justice at large. 
Rise to the feelings of thankfulness and patience. 
Easiness in treading the path of good morals. 
Inclination to avoid bad morals. 
Development of self-accountability. 
Lack of ostentation while performing good 
deeds. 


x 
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Conclusion 

As abovementioned, undoubtedly, 
fasting has an immense impact on 
society. All Muslims, irrespective of their 
status, must fast during this month. This 
brings into the open the true equality of 
men and thus goes a long way in creating 
feelings of love and brotherhood among 
them. During Ramadhan, evil conceals 
itself, while good comes to the fore. The 
whole atmosphere is filled with cleanli- 
ness, righteousness and purity. @ 


The writer is head of Islamic Studies 
department at Government Khawaja 
Rafique Shaheed College, Lahore. 
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Inheritance is an 
important branch 
of family laws of 
Islam. The death of a 
person results in 
transferring of his rights 
and obligations to persons 
who are called his heirs. After 
the demise of a person, the first 
responsibility of his heirs is to arrange 
his funeral expenses from what has been 
left by the deceased. After it, the second 
responsibility of heirs is to discharge debt of the deceased. 
Whatever is left subsequent to fulfilment of these two 
prime responsibilities is to be distributed according to the 
Islamic law of inheritance. Islamic family laws have 
prescribed/fixed the share of heirs mainly based on 
consanguinity and affinity. In this regard, Allah Almighty 
says in verse 7 of Surah an-Nisa: “Men have a share in (the 
*assets) that their parents and. nearest kin leave behind, 
and women (also) have a share in the inheritance of their 
parents and the nearest kin. Be it small or large, the share 
has been fixed (by Allah).” 
Islamic law of inheritance is based on certain rules and 
principles. For example, there is no distinction in the 
Islamic law of inheritance between movable and 
immovable property or between ancestral and _self- 
acquired property. The right of the heir emerges for the 
first time on the death of the person from whom he/she 
inherits. So, during the life of a person, his/her heirs cannot 
claim share in his/her property. According to the Sunni 
law, the expectant right of an heir-apparent cannot pass by 
succession to his heir. It implies that the grandchildren of a 
grandfather whose son or daughter died in his lifetime had 
No share in the property left by the grandfather. However, 
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as per the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, 1961 (MFLO) - 
that is currently in force in Pakistan — only the children of 
a pre-deceased son or daughter of the grandfather are 
entitled to receive a share equivalent to the share which 
such pre-deceased son or daughter as the case may be, 
would have received if alive. The widow or husband of a 
pre-deceased son or daughter, as the case may be, does not 
come under the ambit of the MFLO. 

There are certain obstacles, like homicide, to succession. 
Therefore, a person murdering another does not inherit 
from the latter. Similarly, difference of religion is another 
hindrance to succession; the non-Muslim heirs of a 
deceased Muslim cannot inherit from the latter. Slavery is 
another impediment to succession as a slave being himself 
the property of another cannot claim share in inheritance. 
A bequest (Wasiyat) or will is defined as transfer of right of 
property ina specific thing or in a profit to take effect after 
the testator's death. The object for allowing bequest/will 
is to enable the testator to make atonement or to make up 
for his shortcoming in noble works during this mortal life 
so that he could get spiritual reward in the immortal life to 
come. The law presumes that one-third would be 
sufficient for that purpose. So, the testator is not 
authorized by law to make a bequest/will about more than 
one-third of his property as Islamic law/shariah does not 
allow him to leave his heirs in the lurch. Hazrat Saad Bin 
Abi Waqqas (May Allah be pleased with him) has stated 
that during the year of conquest of Makah, I fell seriously 
ill. When the Holy Prophet (PBUH) came to inquire about 
my health, | asked him if I could make a bequest about 
whole of my property. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) answered 
in negative and told that I can make a bequest/will about 
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only one-third of my property. A bequest to an heir is not 
valid unless the other heirs consent to it after the demise 
of the testator. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said, “There is no 
bequest/will for heirs.” It is because the Islamic 
law/Shariah has fixed the share of heirs and the directive 
of an individual cannot override the commandments of 
Allah Almighty. Furthermore, it may also lead to disputes 
among heirs. The bequest/will would be 
implemented after discharging funeral 
expenses and debt of deceased. 
According to Sunni law, there are three 
categories of heirs. 

1. The first category is called Ashab- 
ul-Faraid or sharers. Their shares 
have been fixed in Quran. They are 
twelve in number, four males and 
eight females. They are: wife, 
daughter, son's daughter howsoever 
low, full sister, consanguine sister, 
uterine sister, mother, true 
grandmother, father, father's father 
howsoever high, half brother by the 
mother and the husband. Their shares are 
either one-half, one-fourth, one-eighth, two- 
third or one-sixth. For example, the husband has one- 
fourth when there is child or son's child and one-half when 
there is no child or son's child. The wife has one-eighth 
when there is child or son's child and one-fourth when not. 
In this regard, Allah Almighty says in verse 11 of Surah an- 
Nisa “You will inherit half of what your wives leave if they 
are childless. But if they have children, then your share is 
one-fourth of the estate — after the fulfilment of bequests 
and debts. And your wives will inherit one-fourth of what 
you leave if you are childless. But if you have children, then 
your wives will receive one-eighth of your estate — after 
the fulfilment of bequests and debts. And if a man or a 
woman leaves neither parents nor children but only a 
brother or a sister from their mother's side, they will each 
inherit one-sixth, but if they are more than one, they all 
will share one-third of the estate — after the fulfilment of 
bequests and debts without harm to the heirs.” 

2. The next class of heirs is called Asba, generally 
translated as Residuary, because they take the residue 
after share of the sharers as are not excluded have been 
satisfied. Sons, brothers, etc. are included in this category. 
For example, if the heirs of a deceased person are his 
widow, three sons and daughter, the widow will get one- 
eighth and of the remaining seven parts, the sons will get 
two parts each and daughter will get one part. 


3. The next class of heirs is called Zawilarham or 


distant kindred. They are those relatives who inherit 
if there are no sharers or residuary. Children of 
daughter, children of sisters, daughters of 
brothers, etc. are included in this category. 
However, according to Jurists Imam Shafa'i and 
Imam Malik, they are not included in the 
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Islam has made it an obligatory right 
for women to attain a share of the 
inheritance. "For men is a share of what 
the parents and close relatives leave, and 
for women is a share of what. the parents 
and close relatives leave, be it little 
or much « an obligatory. share.” 
(An-Nisaa: 7) 


category of heirs at all. 
In determining the share of heirs, two principles/rules are 
given the paramount importance. Firstly, a person who is 
related to the deceased through another is excluded by the 
presence of the latter. For example, son excludes the 
grandsons. There is one exception to this rule: the mother 
does not exclude brothers and sisters from inheritance. 
Secondly, the nearest in blood excludes the others. For 
example, a brother excludes a consanguine 
brother or sister. There is one exception to 
this rule also: uterine relations are not 
excluded on the basis of this rule. 

The distribution of the property of a 
deceased among his/her legal heirs 
as per Shariah is a technical task and 
only the competent courts of law 
and qualified jurists are in the 
position to determine it. 
Unfortunately, in many parts of our 
country, women are deprived of their 
due share in inheritance on one pretext 
or another. In few areas, the un-Islamic 
and unethical custom of marriage of women 
to Holy Quran is in vogue, which is used for 
devouring their right in inheritance. In some areas, the 
women are deprived from their share in inheritance by 
saying that they were given that in the form of dowry at the 
time of their marriage. In some areas, they are not given 
their share in inheritance by saying that they have 
withdrawn from their right in inheritance in favour of 
their brothers. The government has enacted certain 
laws for outlawing anti-women practices prevalent in 
society being used for depriving women from their 
due share in inheritance. But for their enforcement 
in letter and spirit, it is instructive to educate and 
sensitize the people particularly the women 
folk which is the collective responsibility of 
state, media, academia and clergy. B) 


The writer is currently serving as 
Junior Political Secretary to 
Governor Balochistan. 
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ISLAMIC STUDIES 


ajj in Islam is a sacred 
pilgrimage 
performed by 
Muslims at the holy 
mosque. i.e. Masjid 
al-Haram in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia. It is one 
of the five pillars of Islam and 
takes place during the month of 
Zil-Hajj, the twelfth month in the 
Islam calendar. A_ spiritual, 
emotional and physical challenge, Hajj offers the 
opportunity to refresh our spiritual self, to cleanse us of 
our sins and to renew our faith in Allah. Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) said: “Whoever performs 
Hajj for the sake of Allah and does not utter any obscene 
speech or do any evil deed, will go back (free of sin) as his 
mother bore him.” (Bukhari; Muslim) 
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1. Introduction 
“Here I am at your service, oh Lord, 
here Iam - here I am. No partner do 
you have. Here I am. Truly, the praise 
and the favor are yours, and the 
dominion. No partner do you have.” 
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Hafiz Arshad Iqbal Chadhar 


These are the words chanted by around 
two million Muslims from across the 
world while heading, as if pulled by a 
magnet, to one single spot on Earth: 
Ka'abah. This voice has been sounding 
for centuries and will continue to sound 
till the end of time. When Hazrat 
Ibrahim (e—Ji~le) completed the 
construction of Ka'abah, he was 
ordered to proclaim Allah's greatness. 


ont Sess bese 


“And proclaim the pilgrimage among 

men. They will come to the house on 

foot and (mounted) on every camel. 

Lean (on account of journeys) through 

deep and distant mountain highways.” 
Pilgrimage to Makkah is the fourth basic form of worship. 
It is obligatory only on those who can afford it and that too 
only once ina lifetime. Makkah, today, stands at the site of 
a small house which Hazrat Ibrahim (24!| se) built for the 
worship of Allah. The Almighty rewarded him by calling it 
His House and by making it the centre towards which all 
Muslims must face when performing salat (prayer). 
Our visit to this place is not supposed to be a courtesy call. 
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Even this pilgrimage has its practices and its conditions to 
be fulfilled. It also seeks to build purity and goodness in 
us. When we undertake the pilgrimage, we must suppress 
our passions, refrain from bloodshed, and be pure in our 
words and deeds. Allah promises rewards for our 
sincerity and submissiveness. 
Conditions for Hajj 
Fulfilling the following conditions is necessary for a 
pilgrim: 
1. A pilgrim must be a Muslim, free, responsible, healthy, 
having proper eyesight and a proper amount of money to 
pay for the expenses of travelling, staying for Hajj and for 
returning home. 
2. He should have some conveyance or expenditure to be 
incurred for the said purpose. 
3. The travelling route should be safe. 
4. If the pilgrim is awoman, she should be accompanied by 
her husband or any other sensible Mahram (male). 
Essentials of Hajj 
Three things are faraiz (essentials) of Hajj. 
i. Ihnram (pilgrimage shroud). 
ii. Continuously staying at Arafat from the evening of 9th 
Zil-Hajj to the morning of 10th Zil-Hajj. 
iii. Performing tawaf(circumambulation) of Ka'abah from 
10th of Zil-Hajj till the end of the pilgrimage. 
The latter two are the most important essentials of Hajj 
and keeping sequence in them is also compulsory. In this 
way, putting on Ihram, staying at Arafat and after that 
circumambulation around Ka'abah are necessary while 
running between Mount Safa and Mount Murwa is also 
allowed before that. 

Wajibat (Dos) of Hajj 

e Staying at Muzdulfa. 

e Running between Mount Safa and Mount Marwa. 

e Stoning the Satan, i.e. at the pillars (Rami Jamar). 

e The last tawaf (The citizen of Makkah and a 
woman during her specific days are exempted.). 

Shaving of head or trimming hair. 

Putting on Jhram from Migqat. 

To stay in Arafat till the sunset. 

To begin tawaf from Hajr-e-Aswad (The Black 

Stone). 

e Toperform tawaffrom right hand side. 

e To perform tawaf oneself, if there is not any 
lawful excuse. 

e To perform tawaf with ablution. (According to 
one narration ablution is sunnah.) 

e Toperform tawafwith clean clothes. 

e Fully covering the private parts. 

e To starting 'saee' i.e. running between Mount 
Safa and Mount Marwa from Mount Safa. 

e Running oneself, if there is not any lawful 
excuse, 

e To perform two rakat prayer after the 
completion of seven circles. 

e To perform the tasks of throwing stones, hair- 
cutting and slaughtering of the sacrificial 
animals respectively on the day of sacrifice. 

e To perform tawaf-e-Ziarat on any of the three 
days of sacrifice. 

e To perform tawaf from outside of the Hatim. 

e To run between Mount Safa and Mount Marwa 
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Sunan and other etiquettes of Hal] 


e Tospend money graciously. 

e Remainin ablution all the time. 

e Avoiding idle talk. 

e To seek permission from the creditor and the 
ward as well. 

e To start journey after performing two rakat 
prayer in a mosque in one's own locality. 

e Seek forgiveness from people and request them 
for prayers. 

e Giving something in charity before embarking 
on the Hajj journey. 

e Torepent sincerely on one's own sins. 

e Paying back the rights of other people that one 
has snatched. 

e Seeking forgiveness from one’s enemies and 
please them. 

e Performing the worships (prayers, fasting, etc.) 
one has missed and be determined to perform 
them regularly 

e Purifying one's intentions from snobbery and 
conceit. 

e Spending lawful wealth to pay for Hajj 
expenditures because the Hajj performed with 
unlawful wealth is not accepted by Allah. 

e To avoid business during Hajj although it is not 


prohibited. 
Forbidden acts during Hajj 
e Sexual intercourse 
° Cutting one's hair while in Ihram. 
° Cutting nails. 
e Applying perfume. 
e Covering head and face. 
° Putting on stitched clothes. 
e Hunting in Haram (the sacred area) and out of 
Haram 
e Cutting a tree. 


Blessings or benefits of Hajj 
There are following sayings of the Holy Prophet 
regarding Hajj. 
e Hazrat Abu Huraira (RA) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet said: “When a person performs 
Hajj and does not talk about sex and nor does 
any sin, he will return purified from sins as if 
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he was born on the very day.” 


° Hazrat Abu Haraira (RA) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet said: “The period from one 
umrah to another is redemption of the sins 
between the two and the reward of Hajj-e- 
Mabroor is Jannah only.” 

@ Hazrat Aaisha (RA) narrates that she inquired 
the Holy Prophet 
“O Allah's Prophet jihad is superior in 
our opinion. Should we not take part 
in jihad? The Holy Prophet said that 
Hajj-e-Mabroor is superior.” 

(Imam Nisai has narrated this Hadith 
with Sanad-e-Hassan). 


° Hazrat Umme-e-Salma (RA) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH) said, “Hajj is Jihad for 
every weak man.” (Sunan Ibne Maja) 

° Hazrat Jabir (RA) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) said that the reward of Hajj- 
e-Mabroor is paradise only. When he was 
asked about Mabroor, he replied, providing 
food and talking in a very good manner. This 
hadith has been narrated by Imam Ahmed. 

Hazrat Abd Allah bin Masood (RA) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) said, perform Hajj and Umrah because 
they blot out the sins and poverty as a furnace removes 
impurities from iron, silver and gold and the reward of 
Hajj-e-Mabroor is paradise only. (Jame Tarmize, Sunan 
Tbne Maja) 

Innovations (bidaat) introduced by Quraysh 

The Quraysh of Makkah would also perform Hajj but they 
had made their own concocted innovations a part of this 
important religious duty. 

Following are the innovations they introduced in Hajj 
rituals: 

° The Quraysh of Makkah made Ka'abah a 
centre of idolatry. The House of Allah, from 
where the light of Oneness of Allah was to 
illuminate the whole world, had been defiled 
by polytheism. ' 

e Quraysh of Makkah | 
considered Ka'abah to be 
their own property. They 
would allow tawaf only to 
the people they wanted 
and send back the people 
they did not want. 

e The month of Rajab has 
been sacred for Umrah 
whereas Zil-Qa’ad, Zil-Hajj 
and Muharram have been 
sacred for Hajj since ever. 
Arabs did not take part in 
wars during these months 
but the Quraysh would 
change the arrangement 
of three months and 
would set the sacred 
months according to their 
own wishes. 
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e The Quraysh considered it unlawful to get 
any benefit from the sacrificial animals. Islam 
negated this concept and ordained that we 
can benefit from their milk before their 
sacrifice. 


° The Quraysh declared camel as unlawful for 
sacrifice. Islam negated this concept and 
declared it to be lawful. 


° It was their belief regarding sacrifice that 
Allah relishes the flesh and blood of 
sacrificial animals. Islam clarified that flesh 
and blood do not reach Allah rather it is piety 
behind the act of sacrifice that reaches Allah. 


e The Holy Qur'an negated the doubts 
concocted by the Jews as well as Quraysh. The 
Jews said that running between Safa and 
Marwa was not lawful. The Holy Qur'an 
declared that both Safa and Marwa are among 
the signs of Allah. 

° People would not enter their houses from 
their doors on returning from Hajj. The Holy 
Qur'an snubbed this wrong custom and 
ordered people to enter their houses from 
front doors. 


° Quraysh had established a concept that they 
would not go beyond Muzdalfa. Allah 
ordained them not to stop at Muzdalfa but go 
forward to Arafat. 

° Quraysh would tell stories, recite encomi- 
ums, and pride poetry during the days in 
Mina. Islam negated all these false things. 

(Talkhees Meezan pp 375-381) 


Conclusion 

In the long run, the house of Ka'bah is the shadow of 
Allah's arsh and a centre point of His bounties and 
blessings. It is a mirror from where the light of Allah's 
blessings is reflected to illuminate the whole universe. It is 
the point from where the truth originated and spread 
throughout the world. It is the light of 
knowledge and wisdom from whose 
rays got illuminated every part of the 
Earth. It is a rosary in which all the 
members of this ummah are studded. 
They live in different geographical 
zones and countries, speak different 
languages, wear different dresses 
and live in different civilisations but 
they consider the Ka'abah to be their 
centre. This is the place where the 
people of all nations and countries, 
who are enchained by nationalism 
and chauvinism, enter and become a 
single entity and get themselves free 
of all such chains. @ 


The writer is the head of Islamic 
Studies department at Government 
Khawaja Rafique Shaheed 

College, Lahore. 
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Gaemy 2022 
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Following are some key quotes 
from the Hajj 2022 Sermon: 


“| say to all who have come Key 
for Hajj, as well as all Muslims inalll places: You are to protect yourselves Quote S 
from the punishment of Allah by fulfilling His commands and avoiding His prohibitions. ~w 
When you do that, you would attain victory, salvation, and happiness in both this world and the 


hereafter.” Y 
Bs hich you ME in. d things includes bei jkeento 


4 comply with the values taught by Islam: vel eG nou he 00 


“In a general sense, good conduct comprises: vahiest that 2 shared byaall people ia 
and others as well. That conduct entails traversing a! sound course iW words ; 


“Due to the well-grounded values that a Muslim must he 
seek to obstruct him” 


“A Muslim is also to realize that persisting in argun 
and makes them happy; in fact, vp of ther are d on. bbe netheless, iLmustalso be borne | in mind that dangers 


ibe done according to the wisdom prescribed by 


Islam.” 
“Dear worshippers, performing Hajj at Allah's sancti ied house deat Msi si A ng oe Valles taught by Islam are avoiding all that leads to 
dissent, animosity, or division; and instead, ensuring thatourinteral ms are dominated by harmony and compassion.” 


"These values come at the head of what adhering to the Quran and Sunnah means ... It's that unity, brotherhood, and co-operation which 
constitutes a fortification of safety that protects our Ummah and its togetherness, and also contributes to maintaining sound interactions with 
others.” 


“The teachings of Islam have an inherent humanitarian nature whose standards do not become compromised, and whose foundations do not 
become altered. In lightof that, each individual among you should love whats good for all people, and strive to bring their hearts together.” 


"Dear. Muslims, seize the opportunities of this majestic time: the Day of Arafat; which Is the day on which Allah sent down His statement: ‘Today, | 
have perfected yourreligion for you, |have completed My favour to you, and! am pleased with Islam asa religion for you.” 
+ 


*O God, set matters right for the people of Islam, rectify matters between them, spread knowledge and goodness throughout them, make their 
children righteous individuals, bless themin their provisions, and admit them to Paradise.” 
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he world's oceans are divided into maritime 
zones internal waters, archipelagic waters, 
territorial seas, contiguous zones, exclusive 
economic zones (EEZs), continental shelves, 
high seas, and the Area. International law, as 
reflected in the U.N. Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS), establishes functional rights, 
obligations, and jurisdiction over each zone. These rights 
and obligations include navigation and overflight of the 
oceans; exploration, exploitation and conservation of 
ocean-based living and non-living resources; protection 
of the marine environment; and marine scientific 
research. Coastal State rights and jurisdiction in offshore 
areas diminish as the distance from the shoreline 
increases. Conversely, the rights and freedoms of the 
international community increase farther from land. 
Baselines 
All maritime zones are measured from the baseline. 
Under international law, the normal baseline for 
measuring the breadth of these zones is the low-water line 
along the coast as marked on large-scale charts officially 
recognized by the coastal State. Straight baselines may be 
used, but only in very limited circumstances, as detailed in 
the four permissible uses below: , 
Permissible Use of Straight Baselines ee 


e In localities where the coastline 1s etl indented Ss ope saber: donk : 
 €oastal State’s notice or consent. Submarines and other 
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Magazine Desk 
and cut into, or if there is a fringe of islands along 
the coast inits immediate vicinity. 

Where because of tne presence of a delta and other 
natural conditions the coastline is highly unstable. 
Across the mouth of a river that flows directly into 
the sea. 

To close the natural entrance of a bay, not to exceed 
24nm. 


Internal Waters 
Internal waters are all waters landward of the baseline 


along the coast, Lakes, rivers, some bays, roadsteads, 
harbors, canals and lagoons are examples of internal 
waters. Coastal States exercise sovereignty over their 
internal waters and superjacent airspace, and foreign 
ships or aircraft may not enter internal waters without 
coastal State’s consent. 


Territorial Sea 
All States may claim a 12 nm territorial sea. Within the 


territorial sea, the coastal State exercises complete 
sovereignty over the water column, the seabed and 
subsoil, and the airspace above the territorial sea, 
subject to the right of innocent passage. 


Innocent Passage 
All ships, including warships, regardless of armament, 


“Cargo, or means of propulsion, enjoy the right of 


dnnocent passage through the territorial seas without 
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underwater craft engaged in innocent passage are 

required to navigate on the surface and show their flag. 

Innocent passage must be continuous and expeditious, 

but may include stopping and anchoring: (1) if incidental 

to ordinary navigation, (2) if rendered necessary by force 
majeure or distress, or (3) to render assistance to persons, 
ships or aircraft in danger or distress at sea. 

Passage is innocent so long as it is not prejudicial to the 

peace, good order or security of the coastal State. Innocent 

passage does not include a right of overflight through 
national airspace above the territorial sea or submerged 
transit by submarines. 

A list of activities considered non-innocent includes: 

e any threat or use of force against the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity or political independence of the 
coastal State, or in any other manner in violation of 
the principles of international law embodied in the 
UN Charter; 

e anyexercise or practice of weapons; 

e any act aimed at collecting information to the 
prejudice of the defence or security of the coastal 
State; 

e any act of propaganda aimed at affecting the defence 
or security of the coastal State; 

e the launching, landing or taking on board of any 
aircraft or military device; 

e the loading or unloading of any commodity, currency 

or person contrary to the customs, fiscal, immigration 

or sanitary laws and regulations of the coastal State; 
any act of wilful and serious pollution; 

any fishing activities; 

research or survey activities; 

any act aimed at interfering with any systems of 

communication of the coastal State; and 

* any other activity not having a direct bearing on 
passage 

International Straits 

There are seven types of international straits: (1) straits 

used for international navigation where transit passage 

applies (e.g. Straits of Malacca and Singapore); (2) 

geographic straits through which a high-seas corridor 

exists (e.g. Taiwan Strait); (3) straits governed by 
longstanding conventions (e.g. Turkish Straits); (4) straits 
with routes through the high seas or exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) that are of similar convenience (e.g. Japanese 

Straits — Soya, Tsugaru, Osumi and Tsushima Straits); (5) 

Straits formed by islands (e.g. Messina Strait); (6) 

archipelagic straits, governed by archipelagic sea lanes 

passage (ASLP); and (7) dead end straits (e.g. Strait of Tiran). 

Each type of strait has its unique characteristics and 

passage regimes. For example, high seas freedoms of 

navigation and overflight apply in geographic straits 

(Taiwan Strait) and in straits with an EEZ/high sea route of 

similar convenience (Japanese Straits). 

Transit Passage 

All military and commercial ships and aircraft enjoy a 
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right of unimpeded transit passage through straits used 
for international navigation in the normal mode of 
operation without bordering State’s notice or consent. 
“Normal mode of operation” means that submarines may 
transit submerged, military aircraft may overfly in combat 
formation and with normal equipment operation, and 
surface ships may transit in a manner consistent with 
vessel security, to include formation steaming and launch 
and recovery of aircraft, if consistent with sound 
navigational practices. The bordering States may not 
suspend transit passage for any purpose, including 
military exercises, and are prohibited from adopting laws 
or regulations that have the practical effect of denying, 
hampering or impairing the right of transit passage. 
Archipelagic Waters 

An archipelagic State is a nation constituted wholly of one 
or more groups of islands. The Philippines and Indonesia 
are considered archipelagic States. Such nations may draw 
straight archipelagic baselines joining the outermost 
points of their outermost islands, if the ratio of water to 
land within the baselines is between 1:1 and 9:1. The 
waters enclosed within the archipelagic baselines are 
archipelagic waters, which are subject to archipelagic 
State’s sovereignty. Archipelagic baselines are also used 
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to measure the archipelagic State's territorial sea, 
contiguous zone, and EEZ. Archipelagic States may (but 
are not required to) designate archipelagic sea lanes (ASL) 
through their archipelagic waters suitable for continuous 
and expeditious passage of ships and aircraft. All normal 
routes used for international navigation and overflight are 
to be included in the designation, and must be adopted by 
the International Maritime Organization. If the 
archipelagic State does not designate or makes only a 
partial designation of ASLs, vessels and aircraft of all 
nations may continue to exercise the right of archipelagic 
sea lanes passage (ASLP) in all normal passage routes used 


while transiting through, under, or over, archipelagic 
waters and adjacent territorial seas via all normal passage 
routes used as routes for international navigation or 
overflight. The archipelagic State may not impede or 
suspend the right of ASLP for any reason. 

Contiguous Zone 

Coastal States may claim a 24-nm contiguous zone 


measured from the baseline in which the coastal State may 
exercise limited control necessary to prevent or punish 
infringement of its customs, fiscal, immigration or 
sanitary laws and regulations in its territory or territorial 
sea. The coastal State does not exercise sovereignty over 
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14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including 
through enhanced scientitic cooperation ot all levels 


14. 4: By aot effectively requlate harvesting and end overfishing, 


14.7 by 2 


qd ond aatepuloted fishing and destructive fishing 


ries ies subsidies which 
pods subsidies that 


ie economic benefits to Small Island developing 


Stotes an andia east developed « Countries from the sustainable use of marine 


resources 


for 
internat 
ional navigation and overflight through the archipelago. 
The right of innocent passage applies in archipelagic 
waters not covered by the ASLP regime. 
-Archipelagic Sea Lanes Passage 
ASLP applies within archipelagic waters and the adjacent 
territorial sea whether or not the archipelagic State has 
designated ASLs, and is virtually identical to transit 
passage. ASLP is the exercise of the rights of navigation 
and overflight in the normal mode of operation solely for 
the purpose of continuous, expeditious and unobstructed 
transit through archipelagic waters. All military and 
commercial ships and aircraft enjoy the right of ASLP 
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its contiguous zone, Military and commercial ships and 
aircraft of all States enjoy the same high seas freedom of 
navigation and overflight, and other internationally lawful 
uses of the seas associated with those freedoms, in the 
contiguous zone that apply in the EEZ and on the high seas. 
Exclusive Economic Zone 

Coastal States may claim a 200-nm EEZ measured from the 
baseline, The EEZ is not subject to coastal State's 
sovereignty, Within this zone, the coastal State enjoys 
sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, 
conserving and managing living and non-living natural 
resources, as well as jurisdiction over resource-related 
offshore installations and structures, marine scientific 
research (MSR), and the protection and preservation of the 
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marine environment. The production of energy from the 
water, currents and winds also falls under the jurisdiction 
of the coastal State. The concept of the EEZ is new in 
international law, The zone comprises 38 percent of the 
world's oceans that just three decades ago was entirely 
high seas. The EEZ was created for the sole purpose of 
granting coastal states greater control over the resources 
adjacent to their coasts out to 200 nm. Efforts by a handful 
of nations to expand coastal State jurisdiction in the EEZ to 
include security matters were not accepted by the majority 
of the delegations participating in the negotiations. 

EEZ boundary representation is not necessarily authorita- 
tive. 

High Seas Freedoms 

Within the EEZ, all States enjoy high seas freedom of 
navigation and overflight, laying of submarine 
cables and pipelines, and other 
internationally lawful uses of the seas 
related to those freedoms, such as 
those associated with the 
operation of ships, aircraft 
and submarine cables and 
pipelines, which are 
compatible with the 
coastal State's resource 
rights and jurisdiction. 
Lawful military 
activities that can be 
conducted in the EEZ 
without coastal State’s 
notice or consent 
include, inter alia: 
intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance (ISR) 
operations; oceanographic 
surveys and marine data 
collection; military exercises, 
use of weapons and flight 
operations; freedom of navigation 
and presence operations; maritime 
security operations to counter the slave 
trade, repress piracy, suppress unauthorized 
broadcasting, and suppress narcotics trafficking; and the 
exercise of belligerent right of visit and search during 
wartime and the peacetime right of approach and visit, 
rending assistance, and hot pursuit. 

Continental Shelf 

Coastal States also exercise sovereign rights over their 
continental shelf for the purpose of exploring and 
exploiting its natural resources, including mineral and 
other non-living resources of the seabed and subsoil 
together with living organisms belonging to sedentary 
species. The continental shelf includes the seabed and 
subsoil of the submarine areas that extend beyond the 
territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of its 
land territory to the outer edge of the continental margin, 


Cultural 
Identity 


Shoreline 
Protection 


Aquaculture 


Subsistence Harvest 


4 Uy 


SERVICES 


GK SPECIAL 


or to a'‘distance of 200 nm from the baselines where the 
outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up 
to that distance. Continental shelf claims that extend 
beyond 200 nm must be submitted to the Commission on 
the Limits of the Continental Shelf, an independent 
technical international organization, to consider and 
make recommendations to coastal States on matters 
related to such claims. The continental shelf regime 
preserves high seas freedom of navigation and overflight 
in the zone by providing that coastal State rights over the 
seabed do not affect the status of the superjacent waters 
or airspace above those waters. 
High Seas 
Beyond the 200 nm EEZ lies the high seas, which remain 
open to all States. No State may validly purport to 
subject any part of the high seas to its 
sovereignty. Freedom of the high 
seas includes: freedom of 
navigation and overflight; 
freedom to lay submarine 
cables and pipelines; 
freedom to construct 
artificial islands and 
other installations; 
freedom of fishing; 
freedom of 
scientific research; 
and other 
internationally 
lawful uses of the 
sea. Warships and 
military aircraft 
enjoy freedom of 
movement and 
operation on and over 
the high seas, including, 
inter alia, task force 
manoeuvring, flight 
operations, military exercises, 
submarine operations, ISR 
activities, military marine data 
collection, and ordnance testing and firing. 
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The Area 

The deep seabed and its mineral resources located beyond 
the EEZ and continental shelf comprises the Area. Mineral 
resources of the Area are administered by the International 
Seabed Authority. Navigational freedoms and other high 
seas freedoms (such as scientific research and 
telecommunications) in the Area are preserved to the 
international community by UNCLOS, which provides that 
neither Part XI nor any rights granted or exercised’ 
pursuant thereto shall affect the legal status of the waters 
superjacent to the Area or that of the air space above those 


waters. & 
(Courtesy: International Law Studies) 
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Genocide . 


he word ‘genocide’ has been 

in headlines in international 

media. It first hit the headlines 

when, after the killing of more 

than 20 civilians in Bucha (Ukraine) 

- some with their hands and feet 

bound - Ukraine's president 
Volodymyr Zelensky warned that Russia was 
attempting to commit genocide in his country. 
Then, UK prime minister Boris Johnson also agreed 
with his assessment and said, somewhat imprecisely: 
“I'm afraid when you look at what's happening in Bucha, 
the revelations that we are seeing from what Putin has done 
in Ukraine doesn't look far short of genocide to me.” 
In the wake of these serious allegations, the chief prosecutor at 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, the 
Netherlands, Karim Khan, announced an investigation into the 
allegations, declaring: “I am satisfied that there is a reasonable 
basis to believe that both alleged war crimes and crimes against 
humanity have been committed in Ukraine.” 
Later, on 21 March, the Biden administration declared that 
Myanmar's military committed genocide against the Rohingya 
minority. According to Secretary of State Antony Blinken, the US 
has seen evidence pointing to a clear intent to destroy the 
Rohingya, with reports of killings, mass rape and arson. He said the 
administration's determination was based on a review by the US state 
department that included documents gathered by organisations like Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch, as well as independent research by the 
US. 
More recently, on April 12, US President Joe Biden claimed that his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin was committing “genocide” in Ukraine, where concerns 
are mounting over the killing of civilians and the prospects of anew Russian offensive 
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in the country's east. “Yes, I called it genocide because it 
has become clearer and clearer that Putin is just trying to 
wipe out the idea of being able to be Ukrainian and the 
evidence is mounting,” Biden said, adding that it would 
ultimately be up to courts to determine whether Russia's 
actions against its pro-Western neighbour constitute 
genocide. 

In the wake of the use of ‘genocide’ word multiple times, 
JWT readers would certainly want to know as to what 
exactly is genocide and how is it prosecuted. Here is a brief 
primer on ‘genocide’. 

Whatis genocide? 

Genocide is understood by most to be the gravest crime 
against humanity. It is generally defined as a mass 
extermination of a particular group of people. But behind 
that simple definition is a complicated tangle of legal 
concepts concerning what constitutes genocide and when 
the term can be applied. 

Origin 

On August 24, 1941, only two months after Germany's 
surprise attack on Soviet Russia on June 22, British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill delivered a live broadcast 
from London. After describing dramatically the barbarity 
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inflicts serious harm or mental suffering, or wrenching 

children of a targeted group away to be raised by others. 

Article ll of the Genocide Convention 

Article II of the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines genocide as: 

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the 

following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole 

or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as 
such: 

» Killing members of the group; 

» Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
the group; 

» Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part; 

» Imposing measures intended to prevent births within 
the group; : 

» Forcibly transferring children of the group to another 
group. 

Genocide as aninternational crime 

On December 9, 1948, with the signing of the United 

Nations-approved written international agreement known 

as the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 


of the German occupation in Russia, he concluded his 
speech saying, “We are in the presence of acrime without a 
name. 
A few years later, this ‘crime without a name’ finally got a 
name when as per the United Nations Office on Genocide 
Prevention, the word was coined, in 1943, by the Jewish- 
Polish lawyer Raphae] Lemkin in his book Axis Rule in 
Occupied Europe (1944). He combined the Greek word 
"genos” (race or tribe) with the Latin word "cide" (to kill), 
Lemkin's efforts gave way to the adoption of the United 
Nations Genocide Convention in December 1948, which 
came into effect in January 195). 

Definition 

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide (Genocide Convention) is an 
instrument of international law that codified for the first 
time the crime of genocide. Under this Convention, the 
crime is trying to destroy a national, ethnic, racial or 
religious group, in part or in whole. That includes not only 
mass killings but also forced sterilization, abuse that 


the Crime of Genocide, genocide became an international 
crime, which signatory nations “undertake to prevent and 
punish.” Preventing genocide, the other major obligation 
of the Convention, remains a challenge that nations, 
institutions and individuals continue to face. This 
Convention entered into force on January 12, 1951, after 
more than 20 countries from around the world ratified it. 
Elements of the crime 

Article II of the Genocide Convention contains a narrow 
definition of the crime of genocide, which includes two 
main elements: 

1,A mental element: the "intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as 
such"; and 

2. A physical element: which includes the above- 
mentioned five acts, 

Trying genocide 

The International Criminal Court has the mandate to 
prosecute this crime. The ICC has jurisdiction over those 
who physically committed such crimes, as well as over 
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persons who intentionally ordered the crimes, incited 
others to commit them, and assisted others in carrying 
out the crimes. The Court also has jurisdiction over 
military commanders or persons effectively acting as 
military commanders who failed to exercise control over 
their forces when they committed such crimes. 
Previous cases 
Three cases so far have met international courts’ 
threshold: the Cambodian Khmer Rouge's slaughter of 
minority Cham people and Vietnamese in the 1970s, who 
were among an estimated 1.7 million dead; the 1994 mass 
killing of Tutsis in Rwanda that left 800,000 dead; and the 
1995 Srebrenica massacre of some 8,000 Muslim men and 
boys in Bosnia. 
The International Criminal Court previously issued an 
arrest warrant on charges of genocide against former 
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, but his trial cannot 
begin until he is in custody in The Hague. 
Ongolng cases 
The ICC, at present, is hearing two cases: one claiming 
Myanmar committed genocide against Rohingya Muslims, 
the other brought by Ukraine to argue that Russia is using 
accusations of genocide as a false pretext for invasion. 
How to prove genocide 
To establish genocide, prosecutors must first show that 
the victims were part of a distinct national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group. This excludes groups targeted for 
political beliefs. 
Genocide is harder to show than other violations of 
international humanitarian law, such as war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, because it requires evidence of 
specific intent which, indeed, is the most difficult element 
to determine. 
To constitute genocide, there must be a proven intent on 
the part of perpetrators to physically destroy a national, 
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ethnic, racial or religious group. 
Cultural destruction does not 
suffice, nor does an intention to 
simply disperse a group. It is this 
special intent, or dolus specialis, that 
makes the crime of genocide so 
unique. In addition, case law has 
associated intent with the existence 
of a State or organizational plan or 
policy, even if the definition of 
genocide in international law does 
not include that element. 
Importantly, the victims of genocide 
are deliberately targeted - not 
randomly - because of their real or 
perceived membership of one of the 
four groups protected under the 
Convention (which excludes 
political groups, for example). This 
means that the target of destruction 
must be the group, as such, and not 
its members as individuals. 
Genocide can also be committed against only a part of the 
group, as long as that part is identifiable (including within 
a geographically limited area) and “substantial.” 


Criticism onthe statute 
Some analysts say the definition of genocide is so narrow 


that none of the mass killings perpetrated since the 

treaty’s adoption would fall under it. The objections most 

frequently raised against the treaty include: 

»» The Convention excludes targeted political and social 
groups 

>> The definition is limited to direct acts against people, 
and excludes acts against the environment which 
sustains them or their cultural distinctiveness 

» Proving intention beyond reasonable doubt is 
extremely difficult 

>» UN member states are hesitant to single out other 
members or intervene, as was the case in Rwanda 

>» There is no body of international law to clarify the 
parameters of the Convention (though this is changing 
as UN war crimes tribunals issue indictments) 

>> The difficulty of defining or measuring “in part,” and 
establishing how many deaths equal genocide 

But in spite of these criticisms, there are many who say 

genocide is recognisable. 

In his book Rwanda and Genocide in the 20th Century, the 

former secretary-general of Medecins Sans Frontieres 

(MSF), Alain Destexhe, wrote: "Genocide is distinguishable 

from all other crimes by the motivation behind it. 

Genocide is a crime on a different scale to all other crimes 

against humanity and implies an intention to completely 

exterminate the chosen group. Genocide is, therefore, 

both the gravest and greatest of the crimes against 


humanity." 
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Women's Issues 


Pakistan has a literacy rate of around 60 
percent, one of the lowest worldwide — 
lower than that of regional countries like 
India and Bangladesh. What's more, not all 
these 60 percent people are literate ina 
true sense as the data also includes those 
who were just enrolled once. However, in 
reality, getting enrolled and being literate 
are two different things. One may have 
certificates rendering one eligible to be 
counted as literate though one may not be 
able to read and write. However, apart 
from this issue, there is one more thing 
which should be a cause of great concern 
for us. It is the literacy rate among 
females, which is, at present, 50 percent 
against 70 percent among males. 
Compounding this situation is the fact that 
girls constitute the bulk of about 23 
million out-of-school children. 
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any things have contributed to this sorry state of women's 

education. Among these, poverty is one major factor. Girls 

belonging to poor families do not attend schools mainly for 
two reasons: (1) they don't have resources to meet their 
educational expenses like buying books and uniforms; and 

(2) they have to support their families financially. 

Thus, in order to mitigate their families’ financial troubles, 
they either work at their homes, e.g. tailoring, doing embroidery, 
rearing cattle, etc. or they seek employment as housemaids. 

Another contributory factor is our toxic societal values as our society 
has dual attitude towards education: boys are encouraged to get it 
while girls are discouraged. The former are patronised and pampered 
whereas the latter are burdened with household chores thereby 
making it difficult for them to take some time out for study. It prevails 
especially in rural areas where girls have to be only housewives. As a 
result, majority of them fail to get even primary education. 

Our society's outlook is manifested in the fact that a girl is never 
allowed to pursue a career of her own choice; she cannot take a 
decision without her family's interference. On the other hand, boys are 
free to make this choice so as to make their mark. Against all these 
odds, if a girl finds an opportunity to study, her education is limited to 
primary or secondary level, at the most. After this, there's little 
possibility that she will continue with it, especially if she belongs to a 
conservative family. It is because girls are expected to be married off 
‘ 
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when they have attained puberty. Admittedly, there are 
some exceptions in better educated or financially strong 
families; however, their number is trivial. 

In addition, there are some deficiencies on the part of the 
state which have contributed to this abysmal situation. A 
serious lack of infrastructure and the absence of public 
transportation facilities have done considerable harm to 
this domain. A large number of girls miss out on educa- 
tion because of these two issues as many areas do not 
have girls' schools. Although, in some cases, they study in 
boys' schools, it continues only till primary level as our 
society disapproves of both sexes studying together, 
especially when they are in their teens. So, to study 
further, girls have to attend middle schools, which are few 
and located faraway. As nearest schools are at least 10 
kilometres away, here arises the need for public transport, 
which is almost non-existent even in metropolitan cities, 
not to mention the countryside. 

Non-availability of public transport heightens the issues 
of security. Today, most women do not prefer to go out on 
their own for they feel themselves vulnerable to violence 
and abuse. So, if they attend schools by themselves, they 
feel them in a persistent danger of being harassed and 
abused as is shown in a number of cases of girls' rape and 
murder. 

These are some of the reasons why majority of our women 
are illiterate. If the issues remain unaddressed, our desire 
for high literacy rate will remain unfulfilled, which will, in 
turn, shatter our dreams of creating an egalitarian society 
where women enjoy rights as men do and where women 
are economically independent. Here, the question arises: 
how can these goals be realised? 

Resolving these issues is, indeed a herculean task, yet 
some things warrant immediate attention. For instance, 
the menace of poverty has to be eliminated before we seek 
to eradicate illiteracy completely. If poor 
families come out of poverty, chances that 
girls get education will become bright 
because they will be free from 
financial constraints. They will 
no longer be worried about 
contributing to family 
income. Thus, the 
government has to take 

the responsibility to root 
out poverty through better ° 
and efficient economic policies 
so that the situation can be 
redressed. 

More importantly, the 
government has to ensure 
that the infrastructural 
requirements are met. New 
female-friendly schools and 
colleges must be built. Also, 
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girls’ educational institutions should be provided with 
vehicles so as to resolve their transportation issues. Since 
this task is arduous and requires both resources and time, 
it can be started at a small scale and then expanded 
nationwide in phases. If this is done, it will surely pay 
dividends. 

Next, our toxic societal values need to be shunned. It must 
be understood that girls are as important as boys and 
hence they too have the right to education. This can be by 
eradicating gender discrimination from our society. For 
example, our textbooks discriminate against them on the 
basis of gender and depict them mostly as housewives 
only. 

No doubt, changing entrenched norms is a difficult as well 
as a time-taking process. However, it can become possible 
through concerted efforts. In this regard, weeding out 
discriminatory stuff from curricula can be of some help. 
Besides, changing ingrained gender roles can also prove 
helpful. The developed countries of the world have 
accomplished this and we must also follow suit. 

However, sadly the incumbent government, as many 
believe, is tilting at windmills. Instead of reforming the 
system, it is making changes to the manual, i.e. creating 
new curriculum. Imagine if a mobile has some hardware 
issue, how can it be compensated for by making changes 
to its software? The government needs to understand this. 
Unless the government realises its responsibility and 
unless individuals play their due role, the situation will 
persist. We cannot afford to continue with the status quo. 
So, it is high time we paid heed and strove to redress the 
situation. Failing this task, we will pay high price in the 
shape of rampant illiteracy and poor human development. & 


The writer is a freelance columnist based in Larkana. 
He can be reached at: sjatoi831@gmail.com 
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The constitution of Pakistan states that men 
and women are to be given their fundamental 
rights without any discrimination. It is also in 
concurrence with the Islamic viewpoint on 
rights of both sexes. Needless to say, in the 
development and prosperity of any country, empowering 
women and protecting their rights is of pivotal 
importance. However, in today's patriarchal world, 
women suffer a lot; they are even denied their fundamen- 
tal rights. 
In today's male-dominated world, there are a myriad of 
problems women are faced with. They have no say evenin 
their personal matters and are made to surrender to men. 
They are perceived as docile and subservient. They face 
humiliation, subjugation and brutal treatment at the 
hands of men. They suffer privations and domestic 
violence and are the victims of the so-called 'honor' 
killing. They do not have access even to their own legal 
and constitutional rights, and their self-expression is 
overtly and covertly denied. Most importantly, and most 
worryingly too, they are the victims of sexual violence 
and rape at the hands of men. 
Women bear the wrath of men and are made a 
scapegoat for their mischievous acts. The incidents 
of woman sufferings - killing after rape, domestic 
and sexual violence, oppression, bullying, honor 
killing, sexual harassment, intimidation, etc. - 
have been occurring blatantly. 
Along with this, misogyny is onits pinnacle 
in today's ‘modern' societies. And 
Pakistan - the sixth most dangerous 
country for women in the world as per 
a Thomson Reuters Foundation survey 
conducted in 2018 - is no exception. 
Incidents of sexual violence and killing 
after rape, especially of minor girls, 
occur every other day. A woman was 
brutally gang-raped at gunpoint before 
her two children. Another heart- 
wrenching incident is that of a five-year- 
old girl, who was raped, then hit on the 
head with brick, and finally set on fire. 
Islam, the religion of peace and a torch- 
bearer of women's rights, strongly 
condemns such vile acts. It teaches us 
goodness, tolerance and mutual respect, It 
confutes harsh and animalistic treatment 
of 
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woman. Rather, it not only obliges men to treat women 
fairly, but also praises those who treat women fairly. The 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Best amongst you is he 
who is good to his wife” (Tirmizi). This hadith shows that 
the gauge of man's humanity in an Islamic society is his 
fair treatment of his wife. 

In conservative societies, such as ours, women are 
oppressed by, and considered inferior to, men. However, 
Islam doesn't allow such acts. It rather despises those 
who commit such heinous deeds. Islam is the religion of 
parity and equality. It does not make woman subservient 
to men. Muslim woman (wife) owes as much rights to 
man (husband) as he owes back to her. The Holy Ouran 
states: “And the believers, both men and women, are 
guardians of one another. They encourage good and 
forbid evil ...” (Surah at-Tauba: 71). On another place, 
Allah Almighty says: “I shall not lose sight of the labor of 
any of you who labors in My way, be it man or woman; you 
are equal to one another” (Surah Aal-Imran: 195). 
Similarly, the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, “Women 
are equal counterparts of men.” 
Thus, it can be inferred from the aforementioned verses 
of the Holy Quran and a hadith that men and 
women are equal, and women are in no way less 
than, or inferior to, men. Islam, in some cases, 
has given woman a status even superior to men. 
The following hadith bears testimony to this 
fact. 
Once a person came to the Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) and asked: “Who has the first claim to 
my good treatment?” The Prophet (PBUH) 
replied: “Your mother.” The man asked: 

“And then who?” Allah's Apostle (PBUH) 

said, “Then your mother”. The man said, 

“And then?” He (PBUH) said, “Again, it is 
your mother!” The man once again 
asked: “And then?” Thereupon, He 
(PBUH) said, “Then, it is your father!” 

— Muslim and Bukhari 

Besides giving a woman such a great 

respect, Islam has charged man with 

the duty of supporting her and 
providing for her all the 
requirements. 

Furthermore, Islam does not allow 
oppressing women. It despises beating 
woman (wife) and believes in love, 
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mutual understanding and 
perpetual sympathy rather 
than brutality. Says the Holy 
Quran: “Consort with them [wives] 
in kindness” (An-Nisa: 19). The 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Fear 
Allah with regard to women, for you have 
taken them as a trust from Allah ...” 
(Saheeh Muslim). Also, there is a Hadith-e- 
Qudsi which says: “O My servants, I have 
forbidden oppression for Myself and have made it 
forbidden amongst you, so do not oppress one 
another.” (Muslim) 

Islam preaches revolt rather than obedience to, and 
raising voice against, oppression and injustice. 

It is crystal clear that Islam has delineated all aspects of 
women's rights, and no one can deny them these. Islam was 
the first to grant economic independence to women. 
Hazrat Khadija (RA), the first wife of the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH), was an opulent businesswoman of 
Makkah. Similarly, on the education front, Islam not only 
allows women to get education but also makes the 
acquisition of it obligatory on 
them: “Acquiring knowledge 
is must for every Muslim [man 
and woman].” (Ibn-e-Majah) 
Islam has given a woman the 
right of expression as well as 
the right to arrange her own 
marriage. The Apostle (PBUH) 
said, “A widow must not be 
married until she is 
consulted, and a virgin must 
not be married until her 
permission is sought, and if 
she keeps quiet, her silence is 
her consent.” (Sahih Muslim) 
Islam does permit women to 
work in fields and factories in 
case she has no male 
breadwinner. 

From the abovementioned 
points, there is no denying that Islam is the protector and 
guarantor of women's rights. But, what are the factors that 
spring the current sufferings of women in the Islamic 
world? Hereunder is some description. 

The reasons behind the plight of women in Islamic world, 
inter alia, are poverty, customs and traditions, as well as 
social, political and economic iniquities. In a patriarchal 
society such as ours, man suppresses woman to maintain 
his hegemony and defend the status quo. It is, however, 
unfortunate that despite living in the twenty-first century, 
we haven't still freed ourselves from the clutches of the 
philistine traditions, which have made woman subservient 
to man. Moreover, it is the man's frustration due to 
humiliation at the hands of his employer, poverty and 
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Global Gender Gap Report 2022: Pakistan 


Pakistan (145th) has a population of 107 million women, and in 2022 has closed 56.4% of the gender gap 
that affects them. This is the highest overall level of parity Pakistan has posted since the report 
launched, Pakistan registers significant improvement across three subindexes, with the highest 
positive variation on Economic Participation and Opportunity. While wage equality carries the 
highest gender gap score among economic indicators (0.620), advances were also reported in 
estimated earned income, where women's earnings increased 4% compared to 2021. 
However, it is worth noting that women's labour-force participation declined by 1.9 
percentage points in 2022, while both shares of men and women workers in senior and 
professional categories saw a downturn. On Educational Attainment, gender parity 
scores for literacy, secondary and tertiary education enrolment all rose. However, 
the shares of male and female students in secondary and tertiary education both 
increased from 2021, while a drop in parity in literacy correlates to a reduction 
of the population of men thatare literate. 


social, political, economic and other types of societal 
injustices that, being helpless to avenge himself, he vents 
his repressed rancor on his wife and other members of his 
family, who ought to be docile as traditions in conserva- 
tive societies have made them. 
Women are no less than men in any aspect. Annals of 
history are replete with the examples of Muslim women 
who took active part in every 
sphere of life, which is the 
reminiscent of the glorious 
past of Islam. For instance, 
Caliph Umar ibn Abdul Aziz 
would consult female scholar 
Amrah bint Abd al-Rahman, 
whose authority was so 
weighty that she could 
overturn the ruling of a court. 
Hazrat Umar (RA) appointed 
Shifa Abdullah (RA) and 
Samra Nuhayak (RA) as 
market controllers and 
supervisors. Moreover, 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
would give great importance 
to the advice of his wives. He 
acted upon the advice of 
Hazrat Umme Salma (RA), 
mother of the faithful, to 
shave his head on the occasion of the Treaty of 
Hudaibiyah. Hazrat Ayesha (RA), another Ummul 
Momineen, would take active part in politics, and even led 
an army in the battlefield. 
In conclusion, it goes without saying that societies 
prosper on the basis of equality and justice. For prosperity 
and progress of a country, women’s participation in every 
sphere of life is vital. Women's rights ought to be given 
first priority. After all, “ladies,” as the famous saying goes, 
“first!"p) 
The writer is currently serving as an 
educator in KP government. 
Email: faridullah165@gmail.com 
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ody language stands out when it comes to 
interview experience. A good and friendly 
body language gives you an edge over other 
competitors who might have more attributes 
than you have, but a poor body language, 
Employers often informally turn to the terms 
‘comfort factor' or ‘fit’. What this essentially 
means is an often subjective assessment of how 
comfortable they are with you, or worse, how much they 
like you! 
So, you have all the skills, experiences, competencies, 
qualifications and personality traits to meet the needs of 
the job that you have applied for. Unfortunately, there is a 
strong likelihood that so have a 
number of other candidates as well. 
What, then, is the missing ingredient 
that will get you the job? 
As contradictory to a good selection 
practice this is, it is, nonetheless, a 
fact of life and the one you have to live 
with. The good news is that there are 
ways of ensuring that you are the 
candidate they will be most 
comfortable with. These have been 
labelled ‘black-belt techniques’, 
simply because most managers are yet 
to be trained in these skills. That 
leaves you with a competitive 
advantage! 
Creating rapport and comfort with 
the interviewer 
Research has found this to be the basis 
for what makes an excellent communi- 
cation. Remember that what your 
body does and how you say things in 
an interview are part of interview 
language skills. It helps ensure the 
interviewer feels comfortable with you 
and that you are just their sort of 
person! 
Rapport is about respecting the other 
person's model of the world. In other 
words, the ways for ensuring the 
interviewer think you are just like they 
are. These skills are now widely used 
by top sales people and professional 
negotiators, human resource 
departments and some caring 
professions. 
We know from research that 
similarities in people attract each 
other. Similar people tend to get on; 
and are comfortable with each other. 
Rapport is about ensuring that you are 
just like the interviewer - his/her sort 
of person. How do you do this? 
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Through the communication process itself! The 


fundamental foundation of rapport is that research 
shows communication is made up from three elements in 
the following proportions: 


v Physiology - 55% 
¥ - — Voice = 38% 

v Words - 7% 

1, Physiology 


Imagine you're looking around at people in a restaurant. 
Even though you can't hear what they are saying, you'll 
soon notice which ones are in rapport and which ones are 
not. Where you start to see the same attention levels anda 
mirror reflection, this is called rapport. The people in 


Importance of 
Body Language in 
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rapport are the ones who, without realizing it, follow each 
other's movements, gestures and expressions. People in 
rapport tend to match and mirror each other. This is called 
‘pacing’ the other person. 
This is a subtle art that can be practiced with everyone you 
meet until it becomes a natural interaction program. 
Physiological signs to look out for of rapport between 
people are: 
v Gestures - British tend to be quite reserved and 
they will tend to be micro (reserved). It is very important to 
be comfortable in doing gestures or it will appear that you 
are making fun of the other person - not good for rapport! 
If the interviewer uses her/his hands to gesture, do use 
your hands to gesture when you are explaining. 
Remember that you must be comfortable doing 
this. 
v Posture - How people line up their 
spine when they are seated. This includes the 
position of their shoulders, head as well as their 
arms, legs, hands and even their fingers. The 
lining up of the spine is the most important 
physiological sign to look out for. If the 
interviewer sits straight-backed with their arms 
resting on the table, so should you. 
v Facial expressions - Observe facial 
expressions and mirror them. If the interviewer 
has a serious expression, and you sit with a grin 
on your face, you are then not entering into 
their world and the communication process is 
fraught. 
2. Voice 
As with physiology, you can also pace the other 
person by the use of your voice. Use similar 
tone, clarity (enunciating V's mumbling), and 
volume. People who talk quickly, like to hear 
others talking quickly. The beauty of 
developing rapport with a quick speaker is that 
you can match his or her pace and gradually 
slow it down to a more modest speed that 
becomes acceptable to you both. 

3. Words 

Although low down on the scale of importance 
in physiognomy, there are important things to be 
aware of: 

v Key words - People have words that they like. If 
they like them, you should use them so you are 
talking the same language. Before long, you will be 
presenting your ideas in a way that they would 
present your ideas. Never replace their word with 
one of your own. Effectively you would be taking 
away from their thoughts. Organizations often 
develop their own language, and this becomes the 
norm and natural for all employees. They may not 
realize that it is their own language. For them to 
feel that you are just ‘their sort of person’, you 
need to pick up on these key words and use them 
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back whenever it is appropriated. 

v Common experience - People normally think of 
rapport as asking questions: “Did you have a good 
journey?” “Did you find the place alright?” 
Although only a very small part, it does have a part 
to play. Get in as early as possible any experiences 
you may have that are common to their own. This is 
not for selling yourself. Rather, it is to show that 
you are 'their sort of person’, 

v Sensory filters - Our predicate is our own 

preference for processing information. We take in 

information through all our senses. Most people, 
however, have a preference for one or the other. In 


D048 & Donts 
a) 


" INTERVIEW 
Body Tanguage 


DON'T 


b Tenddime /tactat co 


e: ihe Stay.calm and confident, there ore plenty of jobs 
jere, So, CHIN UP and go rock the interview! 


an interview, for example, the interviewer might 
say: “I see what you mean”; another might say, “I 
hear what you're saying”; and a third might say, “I 
grasp what you mean”, In this example, the first 
interviewer has a preference for ‘visual’ 
processing; the second for ‘auditory’ processing; 
and, the third for 'kinaesthetic’ processing (or 
processing using the feelings). 

If you notice which sense the other person speaks with, 

you can adjust your language accordingly and use their 

sorts or words. 8) 


The writer, a CSP officer, is also a poetess 
and life coach. 
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Listening skills 

Are you a good listener? 

Listening is a highly valued soft skill sought by all 
employers in prospective employees. After all, people 
with this ability are more likely to understand tasks and 
projects, build strong relationships with co-workers, and 
also to be able to solve problems and resolve conflicts. 
Since it’s such an in-demand skill, employers will look for 
you to demonstrate your ability to listen during job 
interviews. 

Discover why good listening skills are vital in the 
workplace, along with how to build good listening habits 
while avoiding the bad ones. 

The listening process 

Listening within the work context is the process by which 
you gain an understanding of the needs, demands and 
preferences of your stakeholders through direct 
interaction. A stakeholder could be anyone: your boss, a 
client, a customer, a co-worker, a subordinate, upper 
management, a board member, an interviewer or a job 
candidate. 

Active listening 

There are two components to active listening in the 
workplace: 

a. Paying attention 

Attention involves holding eye contact, nodding, having 
good posture and mirroring the speaker's body language 
to show genuine interest in what (s)he is saying. 

In addition to these non-verbal cues, you must also allow 
the speaker to finish his/her thought in its entirety. 
These are all cues which suggest that you're focused on 
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what the speaker is saying. 

b. Refiection and responding 

Reflection is the repeating and paraphrasing of what the 
speaker has said so as to show that you truly understand 
what (s)he is telling you. 

What makes a good listener? 

Good listeners always strive to fully understand what 
others want to communicate, particularly when the 
statement lacks clarity. Listening demands an attempt to 
decode and interpret verbal messages and non-verbal cues, 
like tone of voice, facial expressions and physical posture. 
Active listeners also show their curiosity by asking 
questions. Do this, and you will make a great impression! 
Through body language and other cues, good listeners 
subtly communicate to the speaker that they're listening. 
Additionally, they encourage and welcome the thoughts, 
opinions and feelings of others. 

One way to demonstrate active listening is to allow the 
interviewer to complete each question and statement 
before you respond to that. Do not interrupt and be sure 
that your response genuinely answers the question. 

It's perfectly fine to take a few moments to frame the right 
response. Doing so shows that you've fully absorbed the 
speaker's words and are considerate enough to formulate 
the best answer, 

What makes a bad listener? 

Interrupting indicates that your listening skills are 
underdeveloped. Likewise, responding in a way that fails 
to answer the question will reflect poorly on your listening 
skills, especially during a job interview. 

If you're uncertain about a question, it's better to get it 
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clarified than to take a gamble about what the interviewer 

is asking. 

Talking too much is also problematic, as proper 

conversations should be well-balanced, with each party 

involved getting equal time to speak. Monopolizing a 

conversation prevents you from listening and the other 

party from fully expressing what they want to say. In the 
end, this will lead you to making a poor impression. 

Looking distracted is also a trait of a poor listener. This 

could involve anything from avoiding eye contact to 

checking your phone or watch while someone else is 
talking. 

Examples of effective listening 

» A job candidate shares his/her understanding of an 
unclear question during an interview and asks if (s)he 
gotit right. 

» An interviewer notices that a candidate doesn't look 
him/her in the eye when asserting a key strength. 

» A customer service worker repeats a patron's problem 
or complaint back to him/her to reassure him/her that 
(s)he has been heard. 

» Acounsellor nods and says, "I hear you," to encourage a 
client to continue to talk about his/her traumatic 
experience. 

» A meeting facilitator encourages a reticent group 
member to share his/her views on a proposal. 

» An interviewer asks a follow-up question to gain 
further clarification on the ways in which a candidate 
has applied a critical skill in a past job. 

» Anurse informs a patient that she is aware 
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highlighted in the job description. Then, personalize your 
résumé and cover letter to match the requirements. 

2. Familiarize yourself with other in-demand skills. Soft 
skills like communication may not get a direct nod in a job 
description, yet they're still highly desired by hiring 
managers. 

3. Use job interviews to your advantage. Job interviews 
provide an opportunity to show the hiring manager that 
you have the verbal communication skills necessary to 
succeed in a job, rather than just telling them that you do. 
Prepare for your interview, practice beforehand, and don't 
be afraid to pause before answering interviewer's 
questions - or to ask for clarification if you need it. 

4. Don't stop when you get the job. Want to make a 
lasting impression on your colleagues after you're hired? 
Use your communication skills at work. Whether it's 
participating in a company meeting or talking with a 
client, you'll have many opportunities to show how well 


you communicate. 
e Hiring managers want more than job- 


specific skills: To impress potential employers, be 
prepared to show your communication skills. 

e Highlight these soft skills during the 
process: Scan the job description for keywords 
related to communication skills and use them in 
your résumé and cover letter. 8) 


The writer, a CSP officer, is also a poetess 
and life coach. 


of how scared (s)he is about his/her 10 Tips to 
, , ; Research the company and your 
uae jae and says she is there Su c coed in literviewers 
Communication skills our ex 2 Practice your answers to common 
Being able to communicate effectively is Interview interview questions 


perhaps the most important of all life skills. It 

is what enables us to pass information to 

other people, and to understand what is said to us. You 
only have to watch a baby listening intently to its mother 
and trying to repeat the sounds that she makes to 
understand how fundamental the urge to communicate is. 
Communication, at its simplest, is the act of transferring 
information from one place to another, It may be vocally 
by using voice, written by using printed or digital media 
such as books, magazines, websites or emails, by visually 
using logos, maps, charts or graphs or non-verbally using 
body language, gestures and the tone and pitch of voice. In 
practice, it is often a combination of several of these. 
Communication skills may take a lifetime to master — if 
indeed anyone can ever claim to have mastered them. 
There are, however, many things that you can do fairly 
easily to improve your communication skills and ensure 
that you are able to transmit and receive information 
effectively. 

How to make your skills stand out 

1, Match your skills to the job. Analyse the job listing, 
paying special attention to the hard and soft skills that are 


Study the job description and note 
required skills, qualities and experience 


4 Answer questions using the STAR 
method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) 


Recruit a friend to practice 


5 answering questions 

6 Be prepared with examples 
of your work 

7 Plan your Interview attire the 


night before 


8 Prepare smart questions for 
your Interviewers 


Bring coples of your resume, 
a notebook and pen 


Tle your answers back to your ekilis 


10 and accomplishments 
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Google’s A 


arthquakes happen daily around the world, 
with hundreds of millions of people living in 
earthquake-prone regions. An early warning 
can help people prepare for shaking, but the 
public infrastructure to detect and alert 
everyone for an earthquake is costly to build 
and deploy. Google saw an opportunity to use 
Android to provide people with timely, helpful 
earthquake information when they use Google search, and 
a few seconds warning to get themselves and their loved 
ones to safety if needed. This is called the Android 
Earthquake Alerts System, which is a free service that 
detects earthquakes around the world and can alert 
Android users before shaking starts. 

The system 

The system uses accelerometers in active android 
smartphones to detect seismic activities. It alerts people 
in two ways: via search and directly on the android mobile 
device itself and provides near-instant information to 
Google Search. When people look up “earthquake” or 
“earthquake near me,” they will find relevant results, 
along with helpful resources on what to do after an 
earthquake. 

In the US states of California, Washington and Oregon, 
Google partners with the ShakeAlert - that uses a network 
of 1675 seismic sensors to detect earthquake shaking and 
analyzes the data to determine the location and magni- 
tude of the earthquake - to send an earthquake alert 
directly to Android users. However, outside of these 
states, Google uses a crowd-sourced approach to detect 
earthquakes. . 

The Android Earthquake Alerts System was first intro- 
duced in New Zealand and Greece. It is available now in 
more countries including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Philippines, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United 
States of America and Uzbekistan. 

How it works 

All smartphones contain tiny accelerometers that can 
sense vibrations and speed, signals that indicate an 
earthquake might be happening. If the phone detects 
something that it thinks may be an earthquake, it sends a 


art 


Google, a California-based multinational 
technology company that focuses on 
search engine technology, online 
advertising, cloud computing, computer 
software, quantum computing, e- 
commerce, artificial intelligence, and 
consumer electronics, recently launched its 
Android Earthquake Alerts System — a no- 
Cost, helpful Android feature that detects 
earthquakes around the world and alerts 
people - in Pakistan. With the expansion of 
this earthquake alerts system, Android 


rs in Pakistan may receive automatic 


use 
t help them be 


early warning alerts tha 
prepared foran emergency. 


irtquake Alerts System 


Magazine Desk 
signal to Google's earthquake detection server, along with 
a coarse location of where the shaking occurred. The 
server then combines information from many phones to 
figure out if an earthquake is happening. This approach 
uses the 2+billion Android phones in use around the 
world as mini-seismometers to create the world's largest 
earthquake detection network; the phones detect the 
vibration and speed of shaking of an earthquake, and alert 
Android users in affected areas accordingly. 

How alerts are received 

On mobile devices, the Android Earthquake Alerts System 
displays two types of alerts, depending on the magnitude 
and intensity of the earthquake. 

1.Be Aware Alert 

e Designed to give Android users a heads up for 
light shaking, and provide more information 
when the user taps on the notification. 

* Only sent to users who will experience MMI 3 &4 
shaking during an earthquake of magnitude 4.5 
or greater 

e The notification is sent along with the distance of 
the earthquake's epicentre. 

e Respects the Volume, Do Not Disturb and 
Notification settings on user’s device. 

2. Take Action Alert 

e It is a full-screen alert designed to get user’s 
attention before (s)he experiences moderate to 
heavy shaking, so that (s)he can take action to 
protect himself/herself. 

e Only sent to users who will experience MMI 5+ 
shaking during an earthquake of magnitude 4.5 
or greater, 

e ~=Will break through Do Not Disturb settings, turn 
onscreen and play aloud sound. 

¢ ‘To help people prepare for potential heavy 
shaking, full-screen instructions are shown and 
the phone plays aloud sound. 

Note: Users who do not wish to receive these alerts can 
turn this off in device settings, 
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Ukraine War 


In an age of Reason, the cause of humanity 
calls for peace, freedom and respect for 
human dignity. In a hybrid geo-political 
culture - part human, part vulture - we are 
witnessing a forgotten wisdom of human 
courage and foresight to stand for the protection of 
human rights, state sovereignty and national freedom as 
we continue to see a catastrophic evolving crisis in 
Ukraine. The man-made, emerging war against the 
innocent people has no place in an inexplicable antiquity 
and immense scale of irrational purpose for 
individualistic glory — all appear to be covered in mystery 
and unfolding irrational policy behaviour in global affairs. 
To ensure and safeguard the vital geo-political interests of 
global mankind, this unwarranted war must stop. Leaders 
on both sides of the aisle need to acquire an enlightened 
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understanding that for crisis management, effective 
leaders do not rush to hasty, reactionary judgements and 
naive conclusions of belligerency and warmongering. 
Rational leaders think of people, not egoism 

A reflective snapshot of a critical moment in time pulse 
and movement of history reveals the absence of reasoned 
dialogue for the prevention of the ongoing conflict 
causing massive human casualties, displacement of 
millions of Ukrainian refugees across Europe, destruction 
of essential civic infrastructures and furious competitive 
edge for success in an ugly conflict between Ukraine [and 
the Western world] and Russia. The latest being an attack 
on the biggest European nuclear establishment in 
Ukraine, Its consequences could lead to catastrophic 
disruption that can wipe out an entire population and 
progress of human civilization, simply to satisfy the few 
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sadistic political minds. To glance ahead of the horrifying 
events coming out of Ukraine, We the People of global 
humanity must call for immediate halt to all war machines 
and lingering suspicion of one-sided peace and triumph. 
The sudden and inexplicable plunge into insanity of 
hostilities will not produce any military or psychological 
gains for violent assumptions plagued with hatred, bias 
and false claims and counter-claims of military 
superiority, defeats and occupation. 
There are wild and inhuman scenes of Ukrainian people's 
suffering and forced displacement to neighbouring 
Poland, Hungary, Moldova and other countries. We the 
People of the globe enjoin immense bonds of 
understanding for equal rights, friendship and freedom 
and respect for national integrity of all people and states 
within the world system of political affairs. Regardless of 
geography and history, we are One Humanity, and pain 
inflicted on any part(s) of the human body gives pain and 
anguish to the whole body. We the People cannot be 
detached from what is happening between Russia and 
Ukraine, Nato and Europe. We must emphasize and 
enhance our moral and spiritual bonds to remain 
connected in solidarity of the suffering masses and 
refocus on peace and ending the conflict through reason 
and dialogue. There is no reason to opt for ruthless 
purging of a democratically-elected leader or political 
governance in Ukraine or Russia or elsewhere in Europe. 
We the People of global consciousness must reject 
politically indoctrinated cynicism becoming an endemic 
to change the political governance in Ukraine by violent 
actions of military actions and unwanted chaos. If 
Ukrainian and Russian political elites could face each at a 
table and pursue the urgent need for a reasoned dialogue 
to cure the sickness of military triumph, it will be a 
welcome, evolutionary development to foresee the end of 
the current conflict. 
America, Russia and 
Nato failed to learn from 
history 
Human progress and 
future-muking are 
jeopardized when 
lessons of history are 
deliberately 
misinterpreted and even 
ignored by the so-called 
intelligent people. If war 
is the only avenue to seek 
peace, we are on the 
wrong side of history as 
well as thinking of our 
future. There are 
fearsome and ferocious 
flows of blame game as is 
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making and conflict-keeping situations. Nato and the 
United States are implying extensive financial and other 
sanctions against Russia to halt the ongoing crisis in 
Ukraine. The action and reaction gamble will result in 
unthinkable economic, social and political consequences 
for Russia and the United States and the EU, as well as 
others on this planet. Most rational analysts would agree 
that sanctions would not deter Russia from its stated aims 
and priorities for the current conflict. Russia appears to 
be as competent and viable, militarily and politically, as is 
the United States or the EU and Nato in their pursuit of 
political strategies and goals. The conflict envisages 
mutual suspicion and distrust in official policies and 
behaviours across the board. To a perceptive eye, this is 
the real reasoning for the crisis in Ukraine. It reflects a 
treacherous mindset to imagine that any one country is 
powerful enough to dominate another sovereign entity. 

Is Nato being managed by people who lived in the distant 
past? Is post-WW2 historic culture is still alive and 
flourishing? Is there any ray of hope for change and new 
reasoned relationships between the United States, Russia 
and the West Europeans? The future of violence and 
nationalistic resentment looks embedded into the 
distorted strategic necessities of the current affairs, be it 
the argument of Russia or America-led Nato and/or the EU 
on its own. Nato is run by the wrong people, glued to 
wrong thinking and doing the wrong things without any 
rational sense of time, people's interest and history. 

The waking consciousness and wisdom would demand 
that Russia, the United States, Nato and the EU - all active 
actors in this perplexed game - critically analyze their 
strengths and weaknesses, their aims for freedom and 
respect for state sovereignty, know who they are and 
where they are and that global humanity is watching them 
if they will act wisely for peace or demonstrate abhorrent 
and ruthless behaviour in ensuring a peaceful resolution 
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of the current naive aims of disastrous consequences for 
all the living mankind. 
Global news media represent the pains and sufferings of 
Ukrainian masses that have been forcibly evicted from 
their homes and towns, and are moving to seek asylum 
across Eastern Europe. There could be few millions on the 
move without knowing any safe place or destination or 
hope for safety. It is a_ self-evident, unambiguous 
experience of human aggressive connotation by the few 
against the many and all — as it happened during the 
Second World War. Should Russia, the United States and 
the EU not learn lesson from the formative and living 
history? 
The unreal embodiment of good intentions and piety, 
shown by all in this crisis, reminds us all that we are not 
inhabitants of a rational 21"-century, knowledge-based, 
civilized world. Perhaps, we are living in a dangerous 
world of our own making — not differentiating between 
the evil and the virtue in human thoughts and behaviours. 
It is fast becoming clear that Nato and the EU failed to 
grasp the reality of the current conflict and appear unable 
to help Ukraine for its right to a be free member of global 
political systems of states. 
Russia and its leaders must realize the humane urgency to 
agree for an immediate ceasefire and try to resolve the 
issues through peaceful dialogue, and 
certainly not by conquest of Ukraine. Any 
violations of mutual relationship will have 
volcanic consequences to dehumanize the 
Russian civic principles and values. When 
noble ideals are misinterpreted, it could 
drain out all the good qualities of people 
and leaders. Political reasoning is a shared 
enterprise within the global systems of 
governance to which America, Russia and 
Nato failed to observe. The sanctity of 
peace and values of human life will 
encompass open-mindedness and 
readiness to listen to and learn from each 
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other’s concerns and 
experience for peace, harmony 
and viable neighbourly 
relationships. 

What if President Putin, 
President Biden and the EU 
leaders would meet in person 
and hold dialogue for peace- 
making and conflict- 
resolution? The violent 
assumptions of Nato outreach 
to Eastern Europe and 
cutrageous hypothesis of 
military confrontations will 
lead nowhere — certainly not 
to peace-making or conflict 
resolution. Who could gain in 
these mindless and extravagant ideas of power and 
military warfare? Certainly, None! Rationality dictates 
objective reasons for the good of people, societies and 
nations. The sudden plunge to cataclysmic destruction of 
human societies and civilizations by the few is a 
misleading notion no matter how powerful they claim it to 
be. . 

The equality of human beings and state sovereignty 
synthesizes an equal consideration and treatment of all 
involved in this warfare. The global awakening of human 
soul and consciousness demands an immediate ceasefire 
and return to face-to-face negation among Russia, 
Ukraine, Nato and the EU. If they reject, surely, a debacle 
could swept unthinkable catastrophic consequences and 
ends for all on this planet. 

Isn't it true that intelligent leaders and people always 
readily accept reasoned advice? & 


Dr Mahboob A. Khawaja specializes in international 
affairs-global security, peace and conflict resolution with 
keen interests in Islamic-Western comparative cultures 
and civilizations. He is an author of several publications 
including the latest: One Humanity and the Remaking of 
Global Peace, Security and Conflict Resolution. Lambert 
Academic Publications, Germany. 
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The post-Cold War era has broken down, with 
a bang. The Russian invasion of Ukraine is 
certainly the biggest-ever crisis that can 
potentially escalate into a wider conflict, 
engulfing the whole of Furope and, by 
extension, North America. The New York Times has 
termed the invasion ‘the largest-ever mobilization of 
forces’ Europe has seen since 1945. Leaving aside the 
Yugoslav wars - a series of separate but related ethno- 
religious battles between 1991 and 2001 that tore up 
former Yugoslavia — the full-scale invasion of Ukraine is 
the biggest inter-state war in Europe since Second World 
War. Although launched with a mighty military force of 
around 150,000 military personnel, the Russian advance 
has considerably slowed down due to ill-prepared 
military, a series of tactical blunders, increasingly 
worsening logistical problems and tenacious resistance 
from Ukrainian soldiers, as well as resistance from 
fighters armed with Nato-supplied weapons. Owing to 
these factors, the Russian troops have failed to capture 
major Ukrainian cities to secure a_ swift victory. 
Notwithstanding the military outcomes of the war, the 
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instant article is an attempt to explain this major 
international event in the light of theoretical tools and 
levels of analysis in the domain of International Relations. 
Before we move ahead to predict the implications of this 
transformative event from the lens of realistic and 
liberalistic core assumptions, it is pertinent here to 
unearth the underlying causes of the eruption of full- 
fledged war between the two countries. The global level of 
analysis - an analytical approach that emphasizes the 
impacts of worldwide conditions on foreign policy 
behavior and human welfare - is best suited to describe 
the underlying global and regional dynamics that 
precipitated the crisis which poses paradigmatic and 
existential threats to international peace and security. The 
interaction of states on the global stage that shapes the 
international political system and level of conflict and 
cooperation also falls properly within this level of 
analysis. In this regard, the post-Cold War security 
architecture in Europe can rightly be called the most 


important factor. 
The raison d'étre of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (Nato) was to counteract and contain the revisionist 
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and expansionist policies of the USSR. Throughout the 
Cold War, Nato acted as a bulwark against potential acts of 
aggression against Nato countries via the provision of 
collective defence (Article 5). But the disintegration of the 
USSR on December 26, 1991, effectively ended the 
necessity of any collective security organization in Europe 
as there was no longer any threat. Russian Federation, one 
of 15 republics that were created after the collapse of the 
USSR, was assured, albeit verbally, at the time of the 
unification of Germany that Nato would not move an inch, 
provided that Russian leadership let that historic event 
happen peacefully. That pledge has been blatantly 
reneged on. Although the then-Russian President, Boris 
Yeltsin, initially, accepted Nato's Open Door Policy under 
the Founding Act on Mutual Relations, which was signed 
in 1997, and accorded tacit approval to Nato's 
enlargement in erstwhile Warsaw Pact countries, the 
continued eastward expansion did ruffle feathers in 
Moscow. In 1999, Nato opened its doors for Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic and provided, in 2004, 
collective security to seven more countries, thereby 
covering the Baltic states and moving hundreds of miles 
closer to Moscow. 

The rise of Vladimir Putin to power in Russia in 2000, 
however, proved a turning point. Putin viewed this 
expansion as an attempt to encircle Russia. He acted 
furiously in 2008 when Nato showed its willingness to 
embrace Georgia and Ukraine into its fold, and ordered 
the invasion of Georgia the same year as a preemptive 
move to stop these countries from joining Nato. Moscow 
applied the same logic in 2014 when it annexed Crimea. 
The set of demands that Putin put before Nato and the 
United States does reflect the impact of this situation on 
his foreign policy. He demanded that Ukraine would never 
be allowed Nato membership, Nato will withdraw its 
forces in Eastern Europe and move its military borders 
back to the position in 1997. Western leaders rejected his 
demands and instead 
strengthened and reinforced 
their military presence in 
Poland and other countries, 
further infuriating Putin. 
Another factor was the 
exclusion of Moscow from the 
broader and cooperative 
security framework that has 
been in place since the 
dismemberment of the USSR. 
The deeply-entrenched hatred 
towards USSR and paranoid 
thinking continued to 
influence the US and Nato 
foreign policies. Resultantly, 
despite multiple conciliatory 
gestures offered by Boris 
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Yeltsin, Russia was rebuffed repeatedly. Eventually, it 
embarked on the journey of antagonism and open 
hostility with the West. 

The emergence of China as a powerful counterweight to 
US economic and diplomatic might also have played a role 
in convincing Moscow that it would absorb the impacts of 
looming crippling sanctions with the help of Beijing. The 
joint statement issued after the Xi-Putin meeting during 
the latter's visit to China to attend the Beijing Winter 
Olympics does warrant some words here. It needs to be 
kept in mind that the statement was issued in the 
backdrop of mounting tensions along the Russia-Ukraine 
border which has further increased the relevance of that 
historic document to understand the undercurrents of the 
Russia-Ukraine war. The statement made it clear to the 
global audience that the world was no longer unipolar, 
and the emergence of a multipolar world means 
democratization in international affairs. Many observers 
believe that the landmark document would go down in 
history because it fundamentally challenged the Western 
view of the world and international relations. Later on, 
China not only backed Russia's security concerns 
diplomatically and voiced for its legitimate security 
guarantees, but also lambasted unilateral US sanctions as 
long-arm jurisdiction and announced to continue to 
conduct normal oil and gas trade. So, the Russian invasion 
mirrors a growing realignment in world politics and is an 
attempt to reset the conditions that Moscow thinks are 
detrimental to its interests. 

The state-level analysis is another IR tool that provides 
invaluable insights to better comprehend the factors 
responsible for the occurrence of an event. It emphasizes 
the importance of internal attributes of state - the type of 
government, level of economic and military power, public 
opinion, etc. - in the formulation and implementation of 
foreign policy. These attributes can both shape and 
constraint the behaviour of leaders' foreign policy choices 
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and priorities. 

At this level, the internal attributes of both Ukraine and 
Russia have certainly played a significant role in the 
escalation of conflict into a full-blown war. Particularly, 
Ukraine's persistent efforts to shed the yoke of the USSR, 
and then Russia, can be cited as a major reason behind the 
outbreak of this war. Historically, Ukraine has existed 
even before the emergence of the Russian Empire, which 
later absorbed Ukraine that remained a part of it for 
centuries. The Ukrainians had so great an antagonism 
against Russia that they immediately claimed independ- 
ence after the eruption of the Bolshevik Revolution. It 
remained independent for three years, but the 
Communist regime soon re-occupied it. Ukrainians were 
so tired of the tyranny of Joseph Stalin that they 
overwhelmingly welcomed Nazi invasion under Operation 
Barbarossa. After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Ukraine was 
the first republic that declared independence from USSR 
and sought to immediately establish close ties with the 
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West. Ukraine became a Nato partner in 1994, going a step 
closer to member status. In 2004, the Orange Revolution, a 
series of general strikes, civil disobedience and resistance 
movements, helped prevent the Kremlin-backed 
President to hold power. The popular dislike for Russian 
influence became further clearer in 2014 when mass 
unrest engulfed the country in the wake of the refusal of 
the pro-Moscow president, Petro Poroshenko, to sign an 
Association Agreement with the European Union - this 
popular uprising eventually culminated in the toppling of 
the pro-Kremlin regime. Russia, in response, decided to 
openly back pro-Russia separatists in the Russian- 
speaking Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine. 
Throughout the modern history of Ukraine, Russia has 
considered this country a part of it and has kept on 
interfering in its internal affairs so as to keep it under its 
influence. In short, the internal attributes of Ukraine, 
particularly a strong desire of its people to jealously guard 
their sovereignty and cultural distinctness, can be 
mentioned as a cause that has been of concern for 
Moscow. And these anti-Russia sentiments can also help 
explain the unanticipated resistance that Russian troops 
have faced in Ukraine. Other internal attributes like the 
disproportionate military and economic might of Russia 
also have played a role in the deterioration of the 
situation. 

The individual level of analysis is an analytical approach 
that emphasizes the personal characteristics, psychologi- 
cal and perceptua! understanding of people who make 
foreign policy decisions on behalf of states. This level of 
analysis becomes particularly important for states that 
are governed by dictators or presidents having absolute 
executive powers. In this regard, the personal characteris- 
tics of Viadimir Putin and Joe Biden are worth discussion 
because they have played a determinant role in the 
escalation of the kussian-Ukraine crisis. President Putin, 
who remained associated with KGB, the chief security 
agency of the USSR, has developed a very realistic 
understanding of world politics. He has, on multiple 
occasions, opined that the disintegration of the USSR was 
the biggest catastrophe of the 20th century and that led to 
the denial of the rightful place of Russia among great 
powers. This thinking can help explain his 22-year-old, 
continuous struggle to rebuild Russian military strength 
and restore the geopolitical clout it wielded during the 
heyday of the Soviet Union. In the words of the New York 
Times, he appears intent on winding back the clock for 
more than 30 years, establishing a Russia-dominated 
security zone in Eastern Europe. 

Given the strategic and economic importance of Ukraine, 
Putin has always considered it as an integral part of 
Russia, culturally and historically. Reportedly, he 
remained isolated over six or seven months, reading 
history books and convinced himself that it is his role, 
almost sort of messianic role to reconstitute what he 
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considers historical Russia. Notwithstanding the 
ludicrous nature of claims that Ukraine is not a sovereign 
country and it belongs to Russia, his thoughts do have 
direct bearing upon his almost suicidal attempt to restore 
the bygone glory of the Soviet Union. Contrary to Putin's 
ideological underpinning and cold calculation or 
miscalculation of risks and benefits associated with 
invasion, the US President is very much a pragmatist and 
he will seek resolution of the crisis through economic 
sanctions and international coalition building. His 
rhetoric has so far been driven by logic and rationality 
rather than emotional appeals. Many observers believe 
that Biden's much-criticized decision of chaotic 
withdrawal of the US troops from Afghanistan has 
convinced Putin about the indecisiveness of the Biden 
administration and he has pinned hopes that Biden would 
hesitate to mount a serious resistance against Russian 
invasion. 

No theory, however elegant and sophisticated, can survive 
the contact with the messy realities on the ground. The 
same is applied with various theories and approaches in 
international relations. Having said that, the return of 
ruthless geopolitics and the triumphant, naked march of 
realpolitik on the world stage, realism seems prescient in 
explaining and anticipating the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
The realism that is based on the premise that world 
politics is essentially and unchangeably a struggle among 
self-interested states for power and position appears to be 
vindicated. The naked aggression has falsified many 
assumptions of liberalism. To the dismay of liberal 
institutionalists, the global institutions — the UN system 
in particular — have failed to mobilize collective security 
for Ukraine. The UNSC remained handcuffed due to 
structural ¢onstraints of Veto power and could not 
exercise its mandated role of maintenance of 
international peace and security; the US invoked Uniting 
for Peace Resolution first time since 1982 and the 
resultant UNGA emergency session did what it can: 
condemnation of Russian aggression with little impacts. It 
is important to note that UoP Resolution has been invoked 
fewer than a dozen times since 1950, but it failed to coerce 
Russia to cease hostilities forthwith. The complex 
interdependence which has long been counted on to argue 
that it has outweighed the cost of war has failed again to 
convince Putin about the supremacy of economic security 
over military security. Other postulates of liberalism 

namely international regimes, transnational relations 

proved ineffective in deterring Kussia from posing one of 
the biggest existential threats to international peace and 
security since the Cold War era. On the other hand, the 
basic assumptions of realism — self-help, anarchy, the 
balance of power, security dilemma, and relative gains, to 
name a few — have been clairvoyant in anticipating the 
Russian move. Realists simply maintain that Nato’s 
expansion and offering of theoretical membership to 
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“The disintegration 
ofour united country 
wus brought about by 


the historic, stratevic 
mistakes on thie part of 


Bolshevik and Soviet 
leaders [...] the collapse 
of the historical Russia 
known as the USSR is 
on their conscience” 
“VLADIMIR PUTIN 


Georgia and Ukraine triggered a security dilemma for 
Russia that led to its invasion of Georgia in 2008 and of 
Ukraine in 2014 and 2022. By signing Budapest Memoran- 
dum, whereby Ukraine agreed to give up a nuclear arsenal 
in exchange for acommitment from Moscow to respect its 
independence and sovereignty, Ukraine refused to follow 
the principle of self-help and now it is learning the bitter 
lesson that in this deeply anarchical world, every state 
must provide for its security and well-being. It should bear 
in mind that seeing Ukraine-Russia war through the 
realistic lens is not to endorse Putin's brutal and illegal 
action, it is just a reminder that one should not lose sight 
of brute realities of realpolitik and readjust the foreign 
policy direction accordingly. 
As far as the policy prescription for Pakistan is concerned, 
there is no denying that South Asia is way more anarchic 
and facing the risks of hegemonic wars than any other 
region in this world. Nuclear deterrence must not be 
compromised at any cost as it should remain an integral 
part of our defence. The recent incident of “accidental 
firing due to technical malfunction” of supersonic 
BrahMos missile that fell within Pakistani territory should 
not be downplayed, there could be some sinister designs 
to test the effectiveness of the defence system of Pakistan. 
Ukraine-Russia war is a point of inflection in world affairs 
and it is as transformative as US outreach to China in the 
1970s or collapse of the Soviet Union in L9O8L or Twin 
Tower attacks, and the important takeaway is: hard 
security is the only bulwark against the potential act of 
aggression. Pakistan must Keep all its guards up as 
preparation tor warts the best way to keep the peace. The 
era of positive peace ts over, and, unfortunately, an era of 
negative peace ts just Knocking at the door. & 
The writer ts a graduate of the University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 
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In the 
past few 
days, there 
has been 

my - outpouring support 
te : for Ukraine from both 
Bor sn : the people and politicians in 
are the West, from statements 
made by leaders from the US, 
Germany, France, Italy, and more, to an 
onslaught of supportive social media posts. 
While the solidarity surrounding Ukraine is 
important and necessary, it begs the question: 
Where was this support when non-white countries were 
begging for Western aid? Many folks in the West have 
been calling for the opening of borders around Europe and 
even in North America, hoping to take in refugees. In 
Europe, the same countries that have vehemently 
defended their right to reject refugees from Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Syria, are now opening their doors to incoming 


Ukrainians. 


Ghufran Wakeel , 
Russian invasion of force in international relations and non-intervention under 
Article 244) of the UN Charter, The West has reacted angrily 
and held Russia responsible for violating Ukraine's 
sovereignty in total disregard of international law and 
bombarded with sanctions. In an identical way, Russia 
opposed and condemned the US and its allies’ invasion of 
Iraq in 2003. The world is too familiar with the military 


The ongoing 
Ukraine once again has solicited world 
attention to the international legal order that 
has repeatedly been fractured by powerlul states 

in the post-Cold War era. Obviously, the Kussian 
invasion of Ukraine is illegal in international law and a 
dear violation of the peremptory norm of prohibition of 
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posturing of powerful states imposing their vested 
interests despotically by sheer power. These military 
adventures and reactions by powerful states exhibit the 
hallmark of Cold War that has coerced and vandalised the 
international legal order, the bedrock of world peace and 
security. 

The end of the Cold War in the early 1990s offered a new 
world order with hopes to move from independence to 
interdependence and confrontation to collaboration. It 
created a new unipolar world with the US as the only 
superpower. The US was ina unique position to establisha 
peaceful world. Instead, the US opted to elevate itself to 
the status of an ‘exceptional state’, strengthened its 
alliance with other Western and non-Western states and 
pursued its so-called ‘assertive multilateralism’ to 
advance its foreign policy, strategic goals and economic 
interests. It projected a self-perpetuating image of 
benevolent Jeader in international rule-making and 
standard-setting that were implemented selectively only 
to advance its strategic interests through military might, 
economic coercions and veto power in the UN Security 
Council (SC), It continually exonerated itself from abiding 
by international legal principles it promotes for others. 
This unilateralism fragmented international law and 
weakened its regulatory authority to the extent that it can 
no longer ensure the peaceful co-existence of states, 
powerful and weak alike. This is how the US and its 
Western allies pursued their version of a ‘just world order’ 
that was a major contributor to the downfall of the world 
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order propelled by the rule of law. 

The sovereign equality of states is meant to address 
global power imbalance, protect vulnerable small 
states from powerful states. This legal order is being 
routinely undermined by powerful states, which have 
introduced a pervasive tendency of reducing the 
international legal order subservient to their self- 
interest. Their asymmetric power has grown so 
exponentially that it has rendered them more equal 
than others. Small states, which are not enamoured 
with their hierarchical power, are less sovereign and 
overwhelmed by predatory power, as has happened in 
the invasion of Ukraine, 20 years after the invasion of 
Iraq. Is Putin's invasion different from the Iraqi 
invasion? Is Putin's recognition of the Ukrainian 
breakaway republics worst than the US recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel? How would the West 
and its allies justify their violent occupation of Iraqi ~ 
and Palestinian territories against Putin's forcible 
occupation of Ukraine? How would the former justify 
53 US vetoes on UNSC resolutions criticising Israeli 
illegal occupation of Palestinian territory against 
Russian veto on UNSC resolution condemning Russian 
aggression on Ukraine. The chronology of 
manufactured wars against those states not 
submissive to the will of powerful states suggests that 
what Putin has started in Crimea and Ukraine, the West 
has already done that to destroy Iraq, Libya and 
Afghanistan with absolute impunity in the post-Cold War 
era. 

It is not only Putin who violates international law. The US 
too refuses to be bound by international law. We well 
remember Bush's claim that 'the UN Charter is dead, and 
the US is not bound by international law' (The Observer, 
London, 14 July 2002, p 14). This rejection of the 
international order has exposed its arrogant unilateralism 
in zealously guarding its authoritative militaristic and 
dogmatic patriotic behaviour. Antiwar public 
demonstrations around the world including in Russia 
have not deterred Putin in the same way unprecedented 
worldwide public demonstration failed to deter Bush, 
Blair and Howard from attacking Iraq on the false pretext 
of possessing weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). 
These Western leaders were never brought to justice for 
committing war crimes, Putin has regarded Ukraine's bid 
to join Nato a threat to Russian security and asked the 
West not to expand Nato to its backyard. Putin's demand 
is an interference with the independent decision-making 
of Ukraine, But the West and its allies have been pursuing 
the same policy to prevent Iran from developing alleged 
nuclear weapons that the West thinks would destabilis¢ 
the power balance in the Middle East, where Israel is the 
only nuclear power. Iran has been bearing the full brunt of 
successive sanctions by the US and its allies to deny Iran 
its sovereign right that the US and other nuclear weapon 
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states take for granted. No nuclear state has signed 
and/or ratified the Nuclear Weapons Prevention Treaty 
2017. 

Nato, a Cold War leftover, remains the Western military 
muscle to dominate the world through gunboat 
diplomacy. The proposed Nato membership of Ukraine 
has led Putin to attack, which Nato has termed 'reckless'. 


ee 


More than 1.5 
~~ million refugees 
© from Ukraine have 


Nato has forgotten what massacre it had inflicted on Libya ~ crossed into 

in 2011 as the mercenary of the West. The US claims that ‘sg neighbouring 

Putin is set to remove the present pro-West government of . countries in 10 days 
Ukraine by a pro-Russian government. This is precisely ‘ — the fastest 

what the US and its allies did in Libya (and Iraq, attempted ae growing refugee 

in vain in Syria) in violation of the UNSC resolution 1973 » a4, crisis in Europe since 
(2011). Putin has been branded as a war criminal to be f World War II. 
brought to justice. Neither Russia nor the US are party to PF WME. Fiippo Grandi - UN High 

the International Criminal Court (ICC). The US did a 


Commissioner for Refugees 


everything to frustrate the ICC. Bush enacted the 
American Service Members Protection Act, 2002, 


prohibiting US cooperation with the ICC and allowing the ? ee YA 
President to use all means to release its nationals in ICC _ aa F A i 


custody for committing ICC crimes. It concluded 
agreements with states under intimidation requiring 
them not to surrender to the ICC any US nationals guilty of 
the ICC crimes. It threatened to veto the renewal of the UN- 
led peacekeeping operations if its peacekeepers were not 
granted immunity from the ICC prosecution. It refused 
entry of the ICC prosecutor to investigate whether the US 
troops committed war crimes in Afghanistan. 

This write-up highlights the credibility crisis of the West 
in resisting Putin's aggression. Notwithstanding 
worldwide antiwar demand for peace and security, the 
post-Cold War era is dominated by leaders with Cold War 
confrontationist mindset, who think they alone can solve 


world problems by force. Consequently, the international 
legal order continues to eclipse under the shadow of 
power. The US and its allies first and now Putin have 
invented legitimacy of invasions through power yet 
opposing each other's invasion as illegal. This is how they 
have divided the world, swallowed international law, and 
vandalised the international order by provocative double- 
standards and shedding crocodile tears for legitimacy 
with veiled ulterior geostrategic and arms trading 
motives.B) 

The writer is an Advocate High Court. 


Whatis international Taw n how imposed? 
International law is a set of rules and'standards that governs relations between different countries. Countries jointly develop international law and 
often pass their own national legislation that holds them accountable to these standards. International law addresses almost any subject, ranging from 
protecting children’s rights and preserving the environmentto regulating international trade. and investment: 
Much international law is laid out in international treaties — sometimes also Called conventions, ‘Pacts and covenants. International law is also 
refi sted in the legally binding commitments that countries make when they join international organizations, like the UN While not every country joins 
every treaty, all UN members are legally bound by the Charter. 
“Almost all nations observe almost all principles of international law ... almost all ofthe time,” a highly respected US law professor, Louis Henkin, weote 
in 1979. 
There is no standing international police force to enforce international law, Compliance Is primarily in the hands of countries themselves. 
The International Court of Justice, created by the UN and located in the Hague, the Netherlands, decides disputes between countries, including 
alleged violations of the UN Charter, But only 73 countries out 195 have accepted the court's jurisdiction. 
The UN Security Council also has the authority to authorize the use of force under the UN Charter in order to maintain international peace and security. 
This option is unrealistic in the situation of Ukraine because Russia has a permanent seat on the Council — along with the other four permanent 
members: the US, UK, France and China —and thus holds veto power over any decision, 
Finally, either the UN Security Council or individual countries may impose economic or diplomatic sanctions if necessary, as the US and European 
countries have done, But such actions can have only an indirect impact on deterring or ending a war, 
There is probably no law, international or domestic, that enjoys universal compliance. The challenge to enforce international law remains — a 
challenge laid bare most recently and blatantly by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, 
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Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022. 
According to reports released by the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (UN OHCHR), fighting has 
caused, as of April 20, 5,121 civilian 
casualties in the country: 2,224 killed and 2,897 injured 
and millions of the Ukrainians have fled to neighbouring 
Poland - a member of NATO where the US troops are 
ready to help the refugees. 
Geography of Ukraine 
Ukraine is sandwiched between Russia and the Eastern 
Europe. 
This geography puts Ukraine on the centre of the chronic 
power game between Russia and the West. 
Profile of Ukraine 
Largest European country, excluding Russia 
Area: 603,550 square kilometer (579,330 sq km 
covered by land and 24,220 sq km by water) 
Population: 44 million (approx.) 
GDP: 155.6 billion US dollars 
© Per capita income: 3,727 US dollars 
History of Ukraine and Russia 
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was 
established in 1922. Today's Russia and Ukraine were 
both part of the Soviet Union. After the fall of the USSR in 
1991, they became separate states. 
Ukraine got independence on August 24, 1991. 
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Ukraine inherited much of the Soviet nuclear weapons 
whose figures are as under: 


° 176 intercontinental missiles 

. 1249 nuclear warheads 

. 44 strategic bombers 

* 700 nuclear-tipped cruise missiles 
. 2000 tactical nuclear weapons 


Ukraine gave these to Russia in exchange for Moscow's 
assurance of Ukraine's security. 

Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances 

It comprises three separate political agreements signed 
in Budapest (Hungary) on December 5, 1994. It has 
assurances from the three nuclear powers - the Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States - 
that they will not use military force against Belarus, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan, except in self-defence or in 
accordance with the UN Charter. As a result of these 
assurances and other agreements signed between 1993 
and 1996, Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan gave up their 
nuclear weapons. 

Last three Presidents of Ukraine 

. Volodymer Zelensky (2019-till date) Pro-EU 

. Petro Poroshenko (2014-2019) Pro-EU 

. Viktor Yanukovych (2010-2014) Pro- Russia 
Three kinds of Political ideologies/perspectives in 
Ukraine 


o Pro-West/Pro-NATO: believing in the liberal 
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democracy of the Western countries 

o Pro-Russia: critics of the European Union, anti-US 

o Regional and local interest groups: recently emerged 
on the political scene 

Criticism on Former President Viktor Yanukovych 

o He made a deal with Russia by which Russia was to 
supply low-cost gas in return for extension in lease of 
the Russian naval base in Crimea. 

o He got amended Article 111 of the constitution of 
Ukraine which dealt with the removal of the President. 

Corruption charges and nepotism 

o He created a media hype regarding his decision to sign 
European Union Association Agreement (EUAA) in early 
2013. He did this to regain popularity among the 
Ukrainian masses. 

o November 21, 2013: Signing of the EUAA was 
suspended. 

o This created civil unrest, protests, riots and civil 
disobedience - also called Euromaidan Movement. 

Chronology of recent events ; 

2013 

Viktor Yanukovych, the then-President of Ukraine, in 

November 2013, rejected the European Union (EU). trade 

deal; instead, he took a bailout of 15 billion dollars from 

Russia. Protests broke out in Ukraine as many Ukrainians 

saw it as selling of their homeland to Russia. These 

protests were against the then-President, and in favour of 

EU. Russia supported the President and the West 

supported the protestors. These protests, which were 

named as Euromaidan Movement, brought a sea political 

change in Ukraine. 

2014 

In February 2014, Yanukovych government was removed, 

and he fled to Russia. However, he was not unpopular in 

Russian-speaking Eastern Ukraine. 

Russia was not happy with this political change. So, it 

annexed Crimea. , 

March 16, 2014 

A referendum was held in Crimea whereby the Crimeans 


Why Crimea? 

Crimea is a peninsula in the Black Sea. In 1954; the 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev transferred Crimea 
from the Russian Soviet Socialist Republic to the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic as a goodwill 
gesture and to establish brotherly ties between the two 
states of the USSR. 

When Ukraine became independent in 1991, Crimea 


was made part of it. The peninsula was given special 
autonomy and it hosted many Russian military bases. At 
that time, Russia promised to respect Crimea's 
autonomy. 

After the political change in Ukraine in February 2014, 
the Russian military seized the government buildings in 
Crimea. And in this way, Russia captured Crimea. 
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voted to join Russia. Legitimacy of this referendum came 
under debate. Putin described it as the liberation of 
Crimea while the opponents saw it as the annexation of 
Crimea by Russia. 

Donbas region 

This region is located in Eastern Ukraine on the western 
border of Russia. It has two areas which are: Luhansk and 
Donetsk. 

This region has a big population of ethnic Russians. In 
April 2014, pro-Russian separatists in Donbas region 
came in military clash with the army of Ukraine. At first, 
the army of Ukraine showed restraint. 

Division of Ukraine 


Anti-Russia 


July 17,2014 

The Ukrainian army started military offensive when the 
rebels shot down a Malaysian airline flight carrying 298 
passengers. 

At this point, the Russian army intervened to support the 
rebels. 

The separatists took control of two areas from Luhansk 
and Donetsk and named them as: (1) The Peoples Republic 
of Luhansk and (2) The Peoples Republic of Donetsk, and 
declared their independence. 

Ihe West and Ukraine accused Russia of backing the 
separatists with military and weapons. 

Minsk Agreements 

Ukraine and Russia, overseen by France, Germany and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), signed two agreements in the Belarusian capital, 
Minsk - in September 2014 and February 2015 - whereby 
they agreed to: 


. Ceasefire 

. Military withdrawal 

. Release of prisoners of war 

. Granting self-government status to certain areas 
of Donbas 


Till date, these provisions have not been implemented. 

The Steinmeier Formula 

o Volodymyr Zelensky became President of Ukraine on 
April 21,2019. 

© He agreed to implement 'The Steinmeier Formula’ on 
October 1, 2019. 

© Steinmeier Formula is a peace plan proposed by the 
former German president Frank-Walter Steinmeier as 
an alternative to Minsk Agreements. 

© According to this Formula, Ukraine would have to 
grant self-governing status to the territories of Donbas 
only after conducting the local elections. 

© Ukraine set a precondition of complete ceasefire and 
withdrawal of Russian military from Donbas for 
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conducting elections. 

© Russia rejected this precondition. 

© So, this formula did not work. 

Losses 

More than 14,000 people have been killed and millions 

forced to leave their homes since the escalation of this 

conflict in 2014, according to the data given by the United 

Nations High Commissioners for Refugees (UNHCR). 

According to United Nations International Children's 

Emergency Fund (UNICEF), this conflict poses an 

immediate threat to Ukraine's 7.5 million children. 

Role of NATO 

+ The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has 
been a major provider of military support to Ukraine 
since 2014. 

* NATOis the military alliance of the West established in 
1949 against the Soviet Union. 

+ Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO expanded 
eastwards to include countries like Poland, Bulgaria, 
and others. 

+ Russia sees it as a threat to its own security. 

« Russia does not want Ukraine to join NATO. 

Russia's demands 


Russia has demanded that: 

. NATO should not provide military support to 
Ukraine. 

® NATO should not give membership to Ukraine. 

. Ukrainians and Russians are one people. 

. Elections be held in Donbas region and self- 


governing status be given toit. 

Some analysts say that Vladimir Putin is afraid of the 
political system of Ukraine which is democracy, based on 
political freedom. He sees this system as a threat to his 


"MILITARY STRENGTH 


Comparison of Russia and Ukraine's 
_ military capabilities (2022) 
Russia () Ukraine Lin’ } 


200,000 


850,000 Active personnel 
_ 250,000 Paramilitary forces 50,000 
605 Naval fleet strength 38 
4,173 Total aircraft 318 
772 Fighter aircraft 69 
1,543 Helicopters 112 
30,122 Armoured vehicles 12,303 
12,420 Tank strength 2,596 
544 ’ Attack helicopters 34 
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authoritarian way of governing his country. 

Role of domestic politics 

According to a survey, 9 out of every 10 Russians support 

Putin's policy towards Ukraine. For many, this Russian 

invasion is an attempt to restore the image of Russia as a 

superpower. 

Many Russians see the independence of Ukraine in 1991 

as a mistake. Between the First World War and the end of 

the Cold War, Ukraine was never independent. 

Almost one in every six Ukrainians is ethnic Russian. 

One in every three Ukrainians speaks Russian as native 

language. 

Nevertheless, claiming Ukraine on the basis of colonial 

history does not make sense. It is like the British claiming 

India-Pakistan subcontinent on the basis of colonial 

history. 

Why these Russians in Ukraine 

* In 1700, the Russian leader Catherine the Great 
shipped the native Russians to Ukraine. Schools were 
told to teach Russian language. 

* By 1800, Ukrainian language was banned. 

* In 1930, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin steered a famine in 
Ukraine which resulted into the deaths of millions of 
Ukrainians. The area was then repopulated by ethnic 
Russians, 

* For this reason, the Eastern Ukraine has many ethnic 
Russians. 

Why Eastern Ukraine 

* Coaland ironreserves 

* Fertile land 

How Ukrainian sees Russia 

According to different surveys, 

© 72 percent consider Russia a hostile state. 
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© 67 percent want to join EU. 

© 59percent want to join NATO. 

Volodymyr Zelensky, the current president of Ukraine, 
came to power in 2019 after a landslide victory - 73 
percent of the Ukrainian voters brought him to power. 

He openly criticizes Russia for invading Eastern Ukraine. 
Conclusion 

To conclude, war is not a solution to any conflict as it 
comes at a very high cost of human lives and the 


Ukraine War 


infrastructure built over decades and centuries. The 
peaceful settlement lies in granting self-governing status 
to Donbas region. Ceasefire should take effect and Russia 
should withdraw its military. B) 


The writer is a civil servant, belonging to Police 
Service of Pakistan (PSP). 
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The paralyzing fear 
and distrust emerging 
from the horrors of 
War in Ukraine must 
make Us conscious to 
record the truth of 

» global leadership's 
failure: The truth must 
be written in the 
annals of history that 
We all failed to stop 
the tyranny of war by 
the people against the 
people, and that we 
had no idea how we 
continued to harm our 
present and cripple 
our sustainable future 
with weapons that 
should have 
protected our 
freedom, not 
destroyed our 
existence. 


How to Stop the Leadership Cruelty 
All tyrants get corrupted by their own 
tyranny. 
The global warriors have infested mankind 
with tyranny and transgression. The 
resulting killing of civilians, destruction of human 
habitats, cruelty and global disorder are widespread 
across West Europe having an influx of millions of 
refugees, and the Russian sphere of strategic influence go 
unchallenged. All tyrants get corrupted by their own 
tyranny. Russia, America, and NATO need to be wise, not 
to become Warrior Empires in global future destruction. 
Obsessed with weapons and the power of energy (oil and 
gas), Russian and Western leaders have embarked on 
reinventing global disasters by a relentless proxy war in 
Ukraine and its spill-over immediate impacts on 
neighbouring Poland, Moldova and the rest of Eastern 
Europe. NATO, the EU and Russia created strategic divides 
and now bombing perpetuates animosities. There is no 
check-and-balance strategy open to international 
accountability - no international law and no so-called 
‘preservation’ of the Geneva Conventions. Contrary to the 
official statements, the daily killings of the civilians go 
unabated across the Ukrainian war theatre. Russia's end 
goal seems to be the destruction of the national freedom 
and identity of Ukraine as a free nation. 
We the People, We the Humanity are reliving the 
unthinkable horrors, bloodbaths and massacres of 
innocent civilians watching the daily news on Ukraine and 
what happened during the two European World Wars - 
still fresh on the human slate of memories. Wars and 
aggressions kill people, and do not produce peace anc 
harmony but resentment and degeneration. History 
illustrates when a nation or its leaders challenge the limits 
of the Laws of God and approach near the end of their 
lifespan, insanity takes over commonsense and they tend 
to ignore warnings and reject all voices of reason. 
Analyzing critically and comparatively, @ 
most Western leaders defy the e | , a 
logic of reason and fi fs Be 
honesty while a * vi A) ) 
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ent war between Russia and Ukraine and its spill-over 
impacts on all nations. Most are not truthful about their 
capacity of strengths and weaknesses; they pretend to be 
Stage actors to appease the masses as if they are doing 
something useful to protect human lives as endangered 
species in war zones across Ukraine. Not so, words do not 
replace actions. They are fearful of their own obsession 
with an animosity that could not be defined in a simplistic 
narrative against Russia - the outgrowth of the former 
USSR. Do the Western leaders (those of USA, NATO and the 
EU) have the capacity and determination to stop Russia 
and its three-month-long invasion of Ukraine? If they 
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'The war... helps to preserve 
the special atmosphere that 
the hierarchical society needs. 
War... is now a purely internal 
affair... The war is waged... 
to keep the structure of 
society intact.' 


1984 


George Orwell 
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claim unity of minds, why can't they challenge Russia to 
stop its war against Ukraine? They launched a bogus war 
against Iraq for hypothetical weapons of mass destruction 
(2003), but Russia has far more superior advanced 
weapons against the West and its affiliated entities than 
Iraq did. Even the US Congress joined the wrongful war 
against Iraq. Do the US, NATO, and its allies realize the 
horrible mistakes of the past? Have they learned any 
moral and intellectual lessons from the living history? 

Perhaps, Western Jeaders have weapons but not 
unanimity of mind and aim to challenge Russia and its 
unexpectedly prolonged capitulation of Ukraine on many 
fronts. Do they view Ukraine as a test lab - how the 

war will go to encounter Russia in future war 
zones of common socio-economic and 
strategic interests? It is fast 
becoming 
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unpredictable when the fateful conjunction between the 
old and obsolete and the beginning of new age of visionary 
peace and sustainable future will grasp the human 
wisdom. Whatever happens in between, Ukraine is at a 
great loss being allowed by the Western political 
mythologists to be victimized by the Russian onslaught. 
History will haunt Russian, Ukrainian and Western 
political thinking and cultures for rational answers for 
generations to come. All parties involved in the war zones 
seemed engaged in unbridled ambitions and power to 
enhance their own fame and fortunes. 

The UN is Missing Its Credibility and Usefulness 
While in Moscow, the UN Secretary-General should have 
asked President Putin for an immediate ceasefire. Had he 
the courage and self-confidence as a leader, he should 
have demanded compliance with International law, 
peacemaking and respect for the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine. The UN and its leaders act as if they are ignorant 


FTE tee ewes eres ese ess eres sees aseseassesesesasssans 


of what is happening on the ground and forgetful of their 
own chartered-based role-play in global peace and conflict 
resolution. The UN and its organs were supposed to be 
active to prevent such horror stories and massacres of the 
civilian population across Ukraine as happened during the 
Second World War, but its leadership is no different than 
the inept leaders of many other global enterprises. They 
issue statements of “grave concern” while Russia bombs 
Kharkiv, charcoaled Mariupol lives and habitats, and most 
importantly, created 10 million or so refugees displaced 
forcibly in neighbouring countries. What kind of UN is 
functioning today to resolve emerging conflicts and usher 
in peace for 21st-century humanity? Its leadership failed 
miserably as did that of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) to evacuate the civilians in war zone 
emergencies. Are international law and the protection of 
civilians in war zones (Geneva Conventions) just paper- 
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based conventions that nobody cares about or respects in 
actual conflicts? 

Towards Understanding the Facts 

Many Western and Russian scholars falsify facts and 
articulate media-based fictions about the ongoing war in 
Ukraine. Russian leadership terms it a “Special Military 
Operation,” contradicting the global view of a war against 
Ukraine. In March 2003, it was not different when the US- 
Nato invaded Iraq under a false pretext of WMDs. 
Sherwood Ross (“US Sponsored Genocide against Iraq 
1990-2012 killed 3.3 million including 750,000 children.” 
Global Research: 12/06/2012), outlined many such 
pertinent facts. The encompassed picture showed Arabs 
and Muslims as if they were born in the eye of a dangerous 
storm that should be crushed by advanced 
American-Nato technology available to pilots when 
bombing the Iraqi-Syrian landscape. The push for war is 
instinctively part of human ignorance and arrogance and 
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is alive in Ukraine. What if the same could happen to 
Russia? If Russia's military operations are too confident, 
they could end up getting surprises from the Western 
alliances. Whatever remains in the future - however 
improbable at this moment - could become the truth of 
the future. Wars contradict human nature and the Nature 
of the living Universe, It is co-existence and peace that 
bring people and nations together and help life and 
relationships to flourish and benefit humans, Nature, the 
Earth, and the larger universe. Civilizations grow out of 
peace, not fear and conflicts. The global leaders are 
destroying the future - our Earth - our universe of peace 
and harmony, 

Global leaders are obsessed with war, They need to learn 
how to co-exist in universal harmony. They should take a 
trip to outer space to view the existence of the Earth and 
how the all-powerful God has created it and continues to 
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manage it harmoniously despite large-scale human 
ignorance and violations of the Laws of Nature. Could the 
warmongers grasp the basic knowledge - how the planet 
Earth exists and moves at its axis and rotates at 1675 
kilometres per hour or 465 metres per second which is 
1,040 miles per hour. The Earth's circumference at the 
equator is 40,075 km. And the length of time the Earth 
takes to complete one full turn on its axis is 23.93 hours. 
And how do all living beings get lifelong nourishment 
within the splendid Universe? Do people ponder and 
realize how human beings are created by the Divine 
process and how societies flourish since time immemo- 
rial? This understanding is critical for peacemaking and 
peaceful co-existence within the Universe. 

History speaks loud and clear how, in every age and time, 


few powerful warmongers, often mentally retarded 
individuals, have always driven mankind to large-scale 
slaughters, victimization, deprivation, and long-term 
ripple scars that it never goes away from the human 
memory and written pages of human history. 

To challenge the deafening silence of the American, 
Russian and Europeans, and of all the authoritarian rulers 
for global peace and security, the global community must 
find ways and means to look beyond the obvious and 
troublesome horizons dominated by the few warlords and 
continued to be plagued by daily massacres, displacement 
of civilians, barbarity against human culture and 
civilizations, destruction of the habitats and natural 
environment as if there were no rational being and people 
of reason populating the God's splendid and living 
Universe. The global human conscience feels an urgent 
need to organize peaceful public protests and sit-ins 
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against the warmongers. What is happening between 
Russia and Ukraine must not be viewed indifferently by all 
the global war players. If Russian, American and NATO 
leaders are honest, proactive, and accountable to the 
global community, they urgently need people with new 
ideas and creative strategic thinking to cope with multiple 
scopes of the political conflicts and humanitarian crises 
and to find peaceful and workable solutions away from 
the entrenched political box of the few global warmon- 
gers. 

Recall what this author proposed recently to the leaders 
on both sides of the iron curtain: 

To stop the war in Ukraine, the US, the EU and NATO 
should have direct face-to-face communication with 
President Putin. It could be facilitated under the G20 
auspices. It is logical when 
people of diversity and 
opposing ideals come to talk 
directly, tensions and evil- 
mongering are reduced to 
reason and mutual interest. 
This has not happened except 
for military options for weapon 
supplies and enlargement of 
the scope of regional conflict. 
Time and history will neither 
forgive nor forget any of the 
leaders if they failed to agree to 
an immediate ceasefire and 
peace deal. 
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Dr. Mahboob Khawaja specializes in international affairs 
— global security, peace and conflict resolution with keen 
interest in Islamic-Western comparative cultures and 
civilizations, and author of several publications including 
the latest: One Humanity and the Remaking of Global 
Peace, Security and Conflict Resolution. Lambert 
Academic Publications, Germany. 
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WORLD IN FOCUS 


Jan 2022 -Nov 2022 


National & International 
News & MCQs 


NATIONAL 


Jan. 01: SAPM on Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam inaugurated 
the first-ever Common Asian Leopard preserve zone in the 
federal capital's scenic Margalla Hills National Park Trail-6 that 
falls in Kalinjar area. 

Jan. 01: Pakistan and India exchanged the lists of prisoners in 
each other's custody and nuclear sites as part of various 
agreements in place between the two countries 


Jan. 02: A special dialogue of PMIK with a number of eminent 
Muslim scholars was held by the National Rehmatul-lil- 
Alameen Authority on the topic of "Riyasat-e-Medina, Islam, 
society and ethical revival". 

Jan. 02: Former off spinner Saqlain Mushtaq stepped down as 
Pakistan's interim head coach with the PCB. 

Jan. 03: The tax directory of parliamentarians, issued by the 
FBR, disclosed that various big names among parliamentari- 
ans paid minimal tax for the tax year 2019. 

Jan. 03: After a pause of around a decade, the first freight 
train between Istanbul and Islamabad via Tehran reached 
Ankara via Lahore, Taftan and Zahedan. 

Jan. 03: Former Pakistan captain Mohammad Hafeez 
announced his retirement from international cricket. 

Jan. 04: SC turned down request to stop demolition of Madina 
mosque in Karachi. 

Jan. 04: Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin laid down in the 
Senate a copy of the Money Bill, the Finance (Supplementary) 
Bill, 2021. 

Jan. 05: The SC stayed the evacuation of private schools from 
all 42 Cantonment Boards across the country. 

Jan. 05: International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) 
cleared the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) from its 
significant safety concerns, paving the way for lifting 
restrictions on Pakistani-registered aircraft by the European 
Union, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Jan. 0S: During a delegation-level meeting between Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and GCC Secretary General 
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Dr Nayef Falah M. Al-Hajraf, Pakistan and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) finalised the Joint Action Plan for 
Strategic Dialogue (2022-26). 

Jan. 06: The Judicial Commission of Pakistan (JCP) 
recommended the elevation of Justice Ayesha A. Malik of the 
LHC to the SC, making her the first female judge in the 
country's highest court. 

Jan. 06: Wicketkeeper batsman Mohammad Rizwan was 
declared the Most Valuable Pakistan Cricketer for his 
exceptional performance with the bat and behind the wickets. 
Jan. 07: The IHC ordered the demolition of the "illegal" Navy 
Sailing Club established at the bank of Rawal Lake within 
three weeks and ordered action against former naval chief 
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi. 

Jan. 07: The FIA detected an online fraud of USD100 million 
(Rs17.7 billion) using a cryptocurrency 

Jan. 07: SAPM Dr Sania Nishtar, who is the Chairperson of 
Ehsaas/Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), launched 
the National Socio-Economic Registry (NSER). 

Jan. 07: An LHC judge, Justice Ali Zia Bajwa, ruled that if a 
marriage is solemnised without spending the Iddat period, it 
canbe called irregular but can't be annulled. 

Jan. 08: Twenty-two persons, including women and children, 
lost their lives in freezing temperature at the hill station 
Murree. 

Jan. 08: Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani's younger brother 
Salar Sanjrani and his driver were killed in a road accident. 
Jan. 09: PMIK was awarded the "International Sports 
Personality Award" at the 11th edition of the Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Creative Sports Awards ceremony held in 
Dubai, UAE, 

Jan. 10: A former spokesman of the outlawed Tehreek-i- 
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and prominent militant leader, 
Mohammad Khalid Balti aka Mohammad Khalid Khorrasani, 
was shot dead by unknown gunmen in Afghanistan's 
Nangarhar province. 
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Jan. 11: The IHC declared Navy's golf course illegal and ordered the 
authorities concerned to take over it and seal Islamabad's hilltop 
Monal Restaurant by close of business. 

Jan. 11: The 246th Corps Commanders’ Conference was held at 
the GHQ. 

Jan. 11: The Ministry of National Health Services (NHS) banned the 
conventional disposable syringes, and ordered to replace them with 
auto-disable syringes. 

Jan. 12: The Henley Passport Index 2022 ranked the Pakistani 
passport as the fourth worst passport for international travel for 
the third consecutive vear, with Visa free or visa-on arrival access to 
31 destinations around the world 

Jan. 13: The Finance (Supplementary) Bill, 2021, the mini-budget 
and the State Bank of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 2022, sailed 
through the National Assembly. 

Jan. 13: US Charge d’ Affaires to Pakistan Angela Aggeler called on 
COAS General Bajwa at the GHO 

Jan 13: An Oxfam report revealed that staggering inequality rose 
sharply across Asia in the wake of Covid-19 devastation as in 
Pakistan 50 percent of houscholds were unable to receive medical 
attention due to lack of money. 

Jan. 13: Islamic Finance News (IFN), an arm of RED money Group, 
Malaysia, declared State Rank of Pakistan (SBP) as the best central 
bank of 2021 across the world in promoting Islamic finance. 

Jan. 13: The Council of Common Interests (CCI), during its 49th 
meeting, approved the conduct of 7th Population and Housing 
Census as well as the establishment of “Census Monitoring 
Committee”. The CCI has decided to conduct the 7th Census 
adopting international best practices, using digital technology and 
GIS monitoring svstem. 

Jan. 14: PMIK launched the public version of the National 
Security Policy. 

Jan. 14: Pakistan assumed chairmanship of the Group of 77 and 
China (G-77) for the year 2022. 

Jan 15: President Alvi granted his approval to the Finance 
(Supplementary) Bill 2022 under Article 75 of the Constitution. 

Jan. 15: The KP government announced 4,130 Rahmatul-Lilalameen 
scholarships 2021-22 for various categories to facilitate seminary 
students of newly merged districts. 

Jan. 15: Former chief justice of Pakistan Nazim Hussain Siddiqui 
passed away. He was 81. 

Jan. 16: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government, investors and 
international firms signed 44 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
to invest in various sectors of the province. 

Jan. 16: Waheed Baloch won the 11th Rashid D. Habib Memorial 
National Professional Golf Tournament. 

Jan. 17: Noted television and film artiste Rasheed Naz passed away. 
He was 73. 

Jan 17: President Dr Arif Alvi formally appointed Justice Umar Ata 
Bandial, the senior puisne judge of the Supreme Court, as the 
country's next chief judge. 

Jan. 18: Federa) Minister for Privatization and PTI candidate, MNA 
Muhammad Mian Soomro, won Jacobabad's NA-196 constituency 
following recounting of votes. 

Jan. 18: The Institute for Public Opinion Research (POR) in its 
recen! survey found Punjab Chief Minister Uzman Buzdar leading 
in satisfaction level for developmental works in Comparison to all 
the three other chief murusters 

Jan. 1& Islamabad High Court (HC) ordered to reinstate Dr Tariq 
Banuri as the Chairman of the Higher Education Conumnission (HFC) 
Jan 18: Major General Waseem Alamgir of Army Medical Corps 
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant General 

Jan. 20: The JHC indicted former chief judge, Gilgit Ballistan, Rana 
Shamim, on charges of conternpt of Court, 

Jan. 20; The Pakistan Navy assumed the Command of Maritime 
Combined Task Force 150 (CTH-150) for the 12th tenure 

Jan. 20: Bilal Anwar assumed the charge of Chief Pxecutive Officer 
of the National Disaster Kisk Management fund (NDRMI), Pakistan 
Jan. 20: Minister for Privatisation Mohanwnadmian Soormao 
resigned as Chairman of the Privatisation Conilssion 

Jan. 21: Addressing a meeting of the Group of 77 and China at the 
UN headquarters in New York, Pakistan's UN Ambassador Munit 
Akram urged world leaders to ensure that the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF) general allocation of $650bn of new special 
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Drawing Rights (SDRs) are utilised for the recovery of developing 
economies. 

Jan. 21: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) announced its 
partnership with TikTok for two seasons of the Pakistan 
Super League. 

Jan. 21: An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) convicted a Sialkot citizen, 
Muhammad Adnan, for supporting and justifying the brutal 
murder of Sri Lankan citizen Diyawadanage Don Nandasri 
Priyantha. 

Jan. 22: PMIK called upon the international community to help 
the Afghan people under the UN principle of Responsibility to 
Protect (R2P). 

Jan. 22: The IHC ordered the federal government to amend the 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016 (PFCA), to increase the 
punishment for child pornography to 20 years in jail. 

Jan. 23: Pakistan's star wicket-keeper batter Moharmmad Rizwan 
was named the Men's T20 Cricketer of the Year by International 
Cricket Council. 

Jan. 23: Pakistan women’s cricket team pacer Fatima Sana was 
named the International Cricket Council's Women’s Emerging 
Cricketer of the Year for 2021. 

Jan. 23: Shabbir Iqbal retained the Sindh Open golf crown. 

Jan. 24: Pakistan pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi was awarded the Sir 
Garfield Sobers Trophy for the ICC Cricketer of the Year. 

Jan. 24: Babar Azam was crowned as the ODI Cricketer of the Year. 

Jan. 24: Justice Ayesha Malik, erstwhile judge of the LHC, took oath 
as the first female judge of the Supreme Court (SC). 

Jan. 24: Adviser to Prime Minister on Accountability and Interior, 
Shahzad Akbar, resigned from his post. 

Jan. 24: Pakistan entered the Islamic-denominated Sukuk Bond 
market after a pause of four years for raising $1 billion at an 
offered yield of 7.95 percent against the initial price targeting range 
of 8.25 to 8.37 percent. 

Jan. 24: Former Test cricketer Aftab Baloch passed away. He was 69- 
Jan. 25: The federal cabinet accorded approval to the draft of 
comprehensive legal reforms, which would be presented to 
Parliament. 

Jan. 25: The LHC declared the Ravi Riverfront Urban Development 
Project (RRUDP) illegal. 

Jan. 25: An MoU was signed between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia on 
helping the latter to plant 10 billion trees across the kingdom. 

Jan. 25: The Punjab government appointed Dr Anf Mushtaq 
Chaudhry, former AIG police, the commissioner in the PPSC for 
three years. 

Jan. 26: Kashmiris on both sides of the Line of Control and around 
the world observed India’s Republic Day as Black Bay. 

Jan. 26: The government appointed the former director-general of 
NAB, Brigadier (Retd) Musaddiq Abbasi, the SAPM on 
Accountability. 

Jan. 26: The SC directed the Sindh government to pay the 
minimum monthly wage of Rs19,000 to the mdustmal and 
commercial employees in the province. 

Jan. 26: The federal cabinet approved the appointment of Asum 
Rauf as the permanent CFO of the Drug Regulatory Authome of 
Pakistan (DRAP). 

Jan. 26: NESPAK signed a long-term agreement (LTA) with United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for provicting enguneering 
and design services on a calboft contract bats wm countries 
including Pakistan, Afghanistan, [ran India, Nepal Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka anc Maldives 

Jan. 26: The LHC ruled that inciting public to raise funels for ‘Tuhad’ 
(holy war) is not allowed to incivichaals tn an Iskimue state as this 
may be considered ‘baghawat! (treason). 

Jan. 27: The Sindh government reached an agreement with the 
Jatniaat-eTslani to amend the controversial Sindh Govt Local Bodies 
Act 2015 

Jan 27: The HBL PSL 2022 comunenced at the National Stadium, 
Karachi 

Jan. 28: The government managed to get through the Senate the 
State Bank of Pakistan Amendment Bill by a majority of 43 votes to 
42 of Opposition 

Jan, 28: PMIK approved the establishment of the Feonomic & 
Financial Reforms Unit (FFRU) in the Finance Division. 

Jan. 29: Dr Maqsood Ahmed, chief of the Security Division of the 
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Sindh Police, became the first-ever Pakistani police officer to 
complete his doctorate in countering terrorism financing, as he was 
conferred on a doctorate degree by the University of Northumbria 
in Newcastle, UK. 

Jan. 29: NSA Dr Moeed Yusuf held talks with senior Taliban 
officials in Kabul. 

Jan. 29: Former top civil servant and social activist Tasneem 
Ahmad Siddiqui passed away. 

Jan. 30: Shabbir Iqbal won the UMA 48th Pakistan Golf 
Championship. 

Jan. 30: A full marathon of 42.2 km was held in Islamabad for the 
first time in the city’s history. 

Jan. 31: The SC suspended the LHC verdict and permitted the 
Punjab government to go ahead with its Ravi Riverfront 
Development Project. 

Jan. 31: A massive, three billion tonne coal deposits were 
discovered in Tharparkar. 

Jan. 31: The SHC set aside the Economic Coordination Committee's 
(ECC) policy for regulation of organisations receiving foreign 
contributions. 

Jan. 31: Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(OICCD elected Ghias Khan as its president for 2022. 

Jan. 31: IHC reinstated the president and chairman of the National 
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) in their posts. 

Jan. 31: The Balochistan announced to divide its 750km coastal line 
into seven zones to stop large trawlers from illegally fishing in the 
provincial waters. 

Feb. 01: The SC returned a petition of the Supreme Court Bar 
Association challenging the lifetime disqualification of 
parliamentarians after raising objections to it. 

Feb. 01: The KP Police posted Ayesha Khan as first assistant 
inspector general (AIG) Gender Equality. 

Feb. 01: The British Asian Trust announced the leading Pakistani 
industrialist Mian Mohammad Mansha as the Chair of their 
Advisory Council in Pakistan. 

Feb. 01: The Balochistan cabinet approved the launch of health 
card scheme, registration of peasants and providing them with 
Kissan card and starting recruitment on vacant posts on merit 
from grade three to 15 through departmental committees. 

Feb. 01: Ashfaq Yousuf Tola was elected as the president of 
Council of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan 
(ICAP) for 2022-23. 

Feb. 02: Executive Board of the IMF approved the completion of the 
Sixth Review and release of $1 billion tranche for Pakistan under 
the Extended Fund Facility (EFF). 

Feb. 02: President Alvi administered the oath of office to Justice 
Umar Ata Bandial as the 28th Chief Justice of Pakistan. 

Justice Bandial will continue as the chief justice till his retirement 
on September 18, 2023. 

Feb. 03: The IHC declared the allotment of plots to government 
officers and judges in housing schemes as illegal. 

Feb. 03: PMIK reached Beijing on a four-day official visit. 

Feb. 04: Pakistan and China inked the framework agreement on 
industrial cooperation under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). 

Feb. 04: Pakistan received $1.053 billion tranche of its three-year, 
$6 billion IMF loan. 

Feb. 04: The Academy of International Business (AJB), the premier 
global organization of international business and management 
scholars, named LUMS Vice Chancellor, Dr. Arshad Ahmad, the AIB 
International Educator of the Year for 2022. 

Feb. 05: PMIK held wide-ranging talks with Chinese premier Li 
Keqiang, in Beijing. 

Feb. 05: Pakistanis all over the world observed Kashmir 
Solidarity Day. 

Feb. 05: The Biden administration accepted and issued the 
agre'ment for the appointment of Sardar Masood Khan as 
Pakistan's new ambassador to the United States. 

Feb. 05: Lt Col Raja Wasim Ahmed (R) was retained as the president 
of Pakistan Taekwondo Federation (PTF) for the third term. 

Feb. 06: PMIK met with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great 
Hall of People. This was the first meeting of the two leaders since 
the prime minister's visit to China in October 2019. 

Feb. 07: A novelist-turned politician Bushra Rehman passed away 
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at the age of 78 years. 

Feb, 07: Pakistan No. 1 Shabbir Iqbal won the lucrative Chief of Air 
Staff (CAS) Open. 

Feb. 07: The US Mission to Pakistan announced the expansion of 
interview waiver eligibility for Pakistani citizens renewing B1/R2 
tourism and business visas at the US embassy in Islamabad and the 
US consulate general in Karachi. 

Feb. 09: The ECP disqualified ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Senator and former MNA and federal minister Faisal Vawda under 
Article-62 (1)(f) in a dual citizenship case. 

Feb. 09: The government announced to give a 15 percent disparity 
allowance on running basic pay to underprivileged employees from 
BS 1 to 19. ; 

Feb. 10:.LHC's Justice Tariq Saleem Sheikh declared the blacklisting 
of passports illegal. 

Feb. 10: Federal Education Ministry's Technical Adviser Dr Ayesha 
Razzaq resigned from her post. 

Feb. 10: Pakistan was placed at eighth place in the category of 
world's least democratic places, according to the Economist 
Intelligence Unit's Democracy Index 2021. 

Feb. 11: Three newly-elevated judges of the Peshawar High Court 
(PHC) - Justice Kamran Hayat Miankhel, Justice Muhammad Ijaz 
Khan and Justice Muhammad Faheem Wali - took oath of their 
offices. 

Feb. 12: Asim Rauf was appointed as Drap CEO under Ministry 
of NHS. , 

Feb. 12: Pakistan's first Centre of Excellence in Robotic Surgery & 
Training was inaugurated at the Sindh Institute of Urology & 
Transplantation (SIUT). 

Feb. 13; The first passing-out parade of the first-ever batch of 49 
female cadets of Bakhtawar Cadet College, Nawabshah, was held. 
Feb. 14: During Iranian Minister for Interior Dr Ahmad Vahidi's 
visit, Pakistan and Iran agreed that a joint working group would be 
formed to enhance bilateral relations. ’ 

Feb. 15: Archeologists found Buddha artefacts in northwest 
Pakistan dated back to 1,800 years in the Swabi district, located 
some 83 kilometers (52 miles) from Peshawar, the capital of KP. 
Feb. 16: The Islamabad High Court (HC) dismissed former federal 
minister Faisal Vawda's plea seeking revocation of his lifetime 
disqualification. 

Feb. 16: European Mission approved 300,000 Euros for Water and 
Sanitation Agency (Wasa), Lahore, for setting up a project 
management unit. 

Feb. 16: Punjab and the US state of California were formally 
declared ‘Sister States’. 

Feb. 17: The government managed to get three bills through in the 
Senate, the opposition-dominated House. 

Feb. 17: Pakistan Navy's major maritime exercise SEASPARK-22 
began in Karachi. 

Feb. 18: The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) issued a commemorative 
coin of Rs70 to mark the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Pakistan and Germany. 

Feb. 19: Australian cricketer James Faulkner was banned for life 
from the Pakistan Super League (PSL) after his withdrawal from the 
tournament. 

Feb. 20: 1992 World Cup winner and former captain Wasim 
Akram was formally inducted into the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) Hall of Fame. 

Feb. 20: President Alvi signed two ordinances to introduce changes 
to the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, (PECA) 2016, and the 
Elections Act, 2017. 

Feb. 21: The 11th Round of Pakistan-Australia, Defence and 
Security Talks and 8th Round of 1.5 Track Security Dialogue was 
held at Joint Staff Headquarters in Rawalpindi. 

Pakistan side was headed by Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC) whereas the Australian side was led by Chief of 
Defence Forces of Australia, General Angus J. Campbell. 

Feb, 21: Former Olympian and 1960 Rome Olympics gold medallist 
Abdul Waheed Khan passed away. 

Feb. 21: PMIK announced a zero tax rate for freelancers in the 
information technology sector. 

Feb. 21: GB's noted poet and writer Jamshed Khan Dukhi passed 
away at 67. 

Feb. 22: Former Interior Minister Rehman Malik passed away. 


CamScanner 


Feb. 22; Commander of the Sri Lankan Navy, Vice Admiral 

Nishantha Ulugetenne, called on President Alvi and COAS Bajwa. 

Feb. 22: Image Pakistan was awarded Prime Minister's Excellence 

Award for its outstanding performance in e-commerce. 

Feb. 22: The International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) 

approved a $1.2 billion financing under the annual plan to provide 

Pakistan integrated trade solutions to support the energy and 
ture sectors. 

Feb. 23: PMIK was accorded a red carpet welcome upon his arrival 

to Russia on a two-day official visit. 

Feb. 23: The IHC prohibited the government from arresting people 

under Section 20 of Prevention of Electronic Crimes (Amendment) 

Act Ordinance, 2022. 

Feb. 24: PMIK held a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin 

to discuss wide-ranging matters. 

Feb. 24: A local court in Islamabad sentenced Zahir Jaffer to death 

for the murder of Noor Mukadam, after a trial of over four months. 

Feb. 24: KP’s MPA Dr Sumera Shams was nominated by “One 

Young World” for the “Young Politician of the Year Award”. 

Feb. 24: Pakistan won a gold medal in the International Stamp 

Exhibition “London 2022”. 

Feb. 25: In a first, two officers belonging to the Hindu minority 

community - Dr Kailash Kumar and Dr Anil Kumar - were 

promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the Pakistan Army. 

Feb. 25: Veteran Baloch nationalist leader, President National 

— tic Party, ex-senator Dr Abdul Hayee Baloch, died in a road 

accident. 

Feb. 25: The NBP reached an agreement with US regulators to pay 

$55.4 million in fines imposed on its New York branch. 

Feb. 25: Pakistan's pace bowling legend Fazal Mahmood was 

formally inducted into the PCB Hall of Fame, posthumously. 

Feb. 27: Lahore Qalandars outplayed defending champions Multan 

Sultans in all departments of the game in the final to snatch away 

the Pakistan Super League title. 

Feb. 28: PMIK announced a Rs10/litre reduction in petrol and 

diesel prices and also Rs5/unit in the electricity tariff, promising 

there will be no increase in their prices until the next budget. 

Feb. 28: Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi, Commander of the Air 

Force of Iran called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber 

Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff. 

Feb. 28: Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby held separate 

meetings with President Alvi, PMIK and COAS Bajwa. 

Mar. Ol: The federal cabinet gave nod to promulgation of an 

ordinance to offer a third tax amnesty scheme through the Income 

Tax Amendment Ordinance, 2022. Under the amnesty, the 

government will allow industrialists to whiten their black money at 

a 5% rate by investing money in the manufacturing sector. 

Mar. 01: Punjab cabinet approved an amendment to Punjab Civil 

Servants Act, 1974, and unanimously reserved 32pc job quota for 

south Punjab. 

Mar. 01: The IHC declared that marrying off 16-year-old would be 

illegal from now on. 

Mar. 01: Pakistan and India kick-started, in Islamabad, the three- 

day crucial] talks at the Permanent Commission of Indus Waters 

(PCIW) level on six-point agenda. 

Mar. O1: Pakistan blind cricket team bulldozed South Africa by 247 

runs to take a 2-0 unassailable lead in the three-match ODI Series. 

Mar. 01: KP cabinet approved the draft bill for setting up special 

courts in the province to ensure early disposal of business- 

related disputes. 

Mar, 01: Pakistan Navy once again thwarted an attempt by Indian 

submarine 'Kalvari' to enter Pakistani waters. 

Mar, 02: PMIK launched interest-free loans under which people 

living in urban areas would be given an interest-free loan of 

Rs500,000 and Rs300,000 wheereas Ks2 million would be given to 

the citizens who want to build their own house. 

Mar, 02: SAPM on activities pertaining to Ministries for Water 

Resources, Power and Petroleum in Balochistan Yar Muhamunad 

Rind resigned. 

Mar, 02: The PCB and Cricket Australia announced the introduction 

of the Benaud-Qadir Trophy that will be presented at the end of 

each men's Test series played between the Pakistan and Australia 

Cricket teams. 

Mar, 02: The International Institute for Justice Excellence (IE), an 
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international organisation based in The Hague, The Netherlands, 
selected former chief justice Asif Saeed Khan Khosa for the 
Administration of Justice Excellence Award, 2022. 

Mar. 03: The FBR revised valuation rates of immovable properties 
in 40 major cities of the country in comparison with earlier notified 
rates which were done on December 1, 2021. 

Mar. 03: Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev reached 
Islamabad on a two-day visit to Pakistan. 

Mar. 03: British Council launched Pakistan-UK: New Perspectives 
programme. 

Mar. 03: The UN Environment Assembly Bureau, during its week- 
long 5th session, elected SAPM on Climate Change, Malik Amin 
Aslam, to represent Pakistan on the global forum and serve as vice 
president of the Bureau. 

Mar, 03: A portrait of the founder of Pakistan, Quaid--Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, was installed at Whitehall’s prestigious 
private members’ club, the National Libera! Club, in London. 

Mar, 03: Pakistan signed two debt service suspension agreements 
amounting to $846 million under the G20 Debt Service 
Suspension Initiative (DSSI) framework with the Saudi Fund for 
Development (SFD). 

Mar. 04: The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) kept Pakistan on 
the grey list for another extended period and asked Islamabad to 
comply with the deficiencies remaining from two respective action 
plans to come out of the increased monitoring list. 

Mar, 04: Pakistan and Uzbekistan agreed to enhance bilateral 
cooperation between the youths and promote science and 
technology linkages for benefit of the two peoples. 

Mar, 04: The K-3 unit of 1,100 megawatts Karachi Nuclear Power 
Plant was successfully connected to the national grid. 

Mar. 04: The first police station for women in Balochistan opened 
its doors. 

Mar. 04: The US and Pakistan air forces held a joint exercise, Falcon 
Talon 2022, at an Operational Base from February 26 to March 04. 
Mar. 05: Veteran actor Masood Akhtar, who worked in a number of 
films and television serials, passed away. 

Mar. 06: Murad Ali of KP became the national badminton champion 
of Pakistan after winning the men's singles event while Mahoor 
Shahzad of WAPDA successfully defended her national champion 
women singles title. 

Mar. 06: Mir Nadir Magsi, a well-known racer from Sindh, won Dera 
jeep rally. 

Mar. 07: Former president Rafiq Tarar passed away. He was 92. 
Mar. 08: The combined opposition submitted a notice of resolution 
of no-confidence against PMIK. 

Mar. 08: On occasion of the International Women's Day, Federal 
Minister Asad Umar launched the first ever National Gender Policy 
Framework for Pakistan. 

Mar, 09: Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, the candidate of PPP, won the bye- 
election for a Senate seat from Sindh that fell vacant due to the 
disqualification of PTI's Faisal Vawda. 

Mar. 09: Prof. Aijaz Ahmad, a South Asian scholar who influenced 
liberal minds across South Asia and beyond, died. He was 81. 

Mar. 11: PMIK inducted the latest J1OC fighter aircraft in the 
Pakistan Air Force. 

Mar, 11: The Punjab government announced Rs8 billion Ramazan 
package to provide essential items in the special Ramazan bazaars 
of 2022 according to the prices of 2021, 

Mar, 11; Eminent journalist, scholar and poet Farhad Zaidi passed 
away at the age of 91. 

Mar, 12: Lucky Motor Company (LMC), which assembles Kia cars in 
Pakistan, collaborated with Stellantis to launch European 
automobile Peugeot for the first in the country, 

Mar, 12: The former Pakistan Test captain, Zaheer Abbas was 
formally inducted into the PCR Hall of Fame, to become the third 
Hall of Famer after Fazal Mahmood and Wasim Akram. 

Mar, 13: The FBR announced to eliminate the zero-rating tax 
regime completely by 2023-24. 

Mar, 13: Zafar Masud, President and CEO of The Bank of Punjab, 
was decorated with “The Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of 
Hungary,” the highest civil award of Hungary. 

Mar, 13: Punjab Culture Day was observed with full zeal and zest. 
Mar, 14: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), UN 
body, revealed that Pakistan would face greater consequences of 
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climate change in coming decades in rural and urban areas. 

Mar. 14: Pakistan's Ambassador-designate to United States of 
America Masood Khan met PMIK. 

Mar. 14: Makhdoom Khaleeq-uz-Zaman, younger brother of the 
late Makhdoom Amin Fahim and a senior leader of the PPP, 
passed away. 

Mar. 14: Pakistani woman batter Sidra Amin scored 104 nuns ina 
match against Bangladesh, becoming the first Pakistani woman 
batter to score a century in a world cup. 

Mar. 15: The 248th Corps Commanders’ Conference was held at 
GHO, Rawalpindi. 

Mar. 15: The UN adopted a resolution, proposed by the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and Pakistan to 
designate March 15 as the International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia. 

Mar. 15: An Islamabad anti-terrorism court acquitted President Alvi 
and senior PTI leaders in the Parliament House attack case. 

Mar. 16: The newly-appointed Ombudsperson KP for Protection 
Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Ms Rukhshanda 
Naz took the oath of office. 

Mar. 16: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) declared the Islamabad 
Local Government Ordinance 2021 invalid and directed the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to conduct local bodies’ elections 
under the Local Government Act, 2015. 

Mar. 17: The age limit for appearing in Grade IX examination was 
reduced from 14 years to 12 years across the country. 

Mar. 17: Federal Minister for Planning and Development, Reforms 
and Special Initiatives Asad Umar launched the Green Youth 
Movement (GYM) - under the Prime Minister's Kamyab Jawan 
Programme - that will play a significant role in mitigating the 
Climate change impacts on environment. 

Mar. 18: Prof. Dr Tariq Rafi was appointed Chairman Sindh Higher 
Education Commission. 

Mar. 18: Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) and the National 
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to enhance humanitarian cooperation 
between the two organizations. 

Mar. 18: President Dr Arif Alvi (President Alvi) launched the Asaan 
Karobar Programme. 

Mar. 19: Former captain and batting stalwart Javed Miandad was 
formally inducted into the PCB Hall of Fame. 

Mar. 19: Pakistan skipper Babar Azam's match-saving and record- 
breaking 196 against Australia in the final innings of the second 
Test in Karachi was lauded as among the best fourth innings 
batting displays this century by Wisden. 

Mar. 20: The Government of Pakistan awarded the development 
contract of the Reko Diq project to a Canadian company Barrick 
Gold while its penalty of $11 billion, imposed on Pakistan by a 
World Bank tribunal, was waived. 

Mar. 20: Rimsha Ijaz won the Sth PGF International Ladies Golf 
Championship's gold category title. 

Mar. 20: England's Sunny Edwards defeated Pakistan's premier 
professional boxer Mohammad Waseem in the IBF flyweight world 
title bout. 

Mar. 21: The government appointed Air Marshal Muhammad Zahid 
Mahmwod as Vice Chief of the Air Staff. 

Mar, 21: Author and academic Sara Suleri Goodyear, a daughter of 
renowned journalist Z.A. Sulehri, died. She was 69. 

Mar. 21: Pakistan and Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) signed a 
framework agreement worth $180 million for Mohmand Dam 
Hydro Power Project. 

Mar. 21: The $C constituted a five-member larger bench on a 
presidential reference seeking its opinion on Article 63-A of the 
Constitution. 

Mar. 22: The 48th session of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers commenced in 
Islamabad. In his address to the august gathering, PMIK urged 
Muslim countries to make their own bloc to face challenges. 

Mar, 22: Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, 
who was a special guest at the OIC conference, said that China was 
ready to build partnerships with the Islamic world for the 
promotion of multilateralism and democracy in international 
relations as well as for unity and cooperation. 

Mar. 23: The nation celebrated 82nd Pakistan Day with a 
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resounding commitment to ensure progress, prosperity and strong 
defence of the country. 

Mar. 23: The 48th Session of the OIC's CFM concluded with 
“resounding success on all counts" by adopting 140 resolutions on 
Kashmir, Palestine and other global issues, besides appointing a 
special envoy on Islamophobia. 

Mar, 23: For the first time in two years since the ‘Covid-19 
pandemic started in Pakistan, the country reported zero deaths 
during the 24 hours period. 

Mar. 23: Former Pakistan captain Waqar Younis, who took 373 
Test and 416 ODI wickets, was formally inducted into the PCB 
Hall of Fame. 

Mar. 23: The Lahore High Court (LHC) ruled that the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) is supposed to register an FIR only in 
case of a cognisable offence under the Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act, 2016, (Peca) and that too after complying with its 
investigation rules. 

Mar. 24: Punjab Governor Chaudhry Sarwar conferred Governor 
Awards on 42 personalities who have shown outstanding 
performance in various fields. 

Mar. 25: Five accused, including Usman Mirza, in the Islamabad 
couple harassment case were sentenced to life imprisonment by an 
additional sessions court. 
Mar. 25: Australia beat Pakistan in the third Test to win the series. 
Mar. 26: Pakistani woman Sumaira Rehman, who spent four years 
in Bangalore jail for no fault of hers, reached Pakistan along with 
her four-year-old daughter, Sana Fatima. 

Mar. 26: The annual meeting of the All Pakistan Newspapers 
Society (APNS) General Council unanimously elected Sarmad Ali as 
president of the society. 

Mar. 27: At a public rally in Islamabad, PMIK waved a letter and 
said that his government was threatened in writing. 

Mar. 28: Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar resigned. 

Mar. 28: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) reported that 
Pakistan's debt-to-GDP ratio was the highest in the region at 86 
percent in 2019, which further increased to 88 percent in 2020. 
Mar. 29: The joint opposition reached an agreement with the 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQMP). 

Mar. 29: Pakistan's skipper Babar Azam became the fastest Asian 
batter to score 4,000 ODI runs. 

Mar. 30: Syed Iftikhar Ahmed, the host of Boltay Hath, a state TV 
programme, passed away. 

Mar. 30: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Chinese 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi met in Huangshan 
where they discussed various issues of regional and international 
importance. 

Mar. 30: E-passport facility was introduced to make available online 
visa to residents of 191 countries. 

Mar. 30: China agreed in principle for granting a fresh rollover of 
$2.5 billion in commercial loans to Pakistan for one year. 

Mar. 30: The MQMP quit the ruling coalition after an agreement 
with the opposition alliance to support the no-confidence motion 
against PMIK. 

Mar. 31: PMIK lifted the lid on the threatening letter and said it 
‘came from the US.' 

Mar. 31: Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives 
Asad Umar announced closure of National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC) operations amid all-time-low Covid-19 
indicators and high level of vaccination. 

Mar, 31: Abdul Qadir, the legendary leg-spinner, was formally 
inducted into the PCB Hall of Fame posthumously . 

Mar. 31: As many as 195 nations during the FIFA Congress in Doha 
voted in favour of restoring Pakistan's membership once the 
pertinent requirements have been fulfilled. 

Apr. 02: In his address to the ISD, COAS Gen Bajwa said Pakistan 
does not believe in camp politics and seeks to expand and broaden 
its relations with both China and the United States, 

Apr. 02: World Trade Organisation (WTO) conducted 5th Trade 
Policy Review (TPR) of Pakistan, where the country was 
commended for its policies for tariff rationalistaion and 
implementation of Pakistan Single Window (PSW). 

Apr. 02: Pakistan defeated Australia in the final ODI of the three- 
match series and recorded their first ODI series victory against the 
Aussies in 20 years. 
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Apr. 03: The National Assembly (NA) deputy speaker rejected the 
no-confidence resolution, filed by the joint opposition against 
PMIK, after declaring it unconstitutional. 

‘Apr. 03: President Alvi dissolved the National Assembly on an 
advice of PMIK in terms of Article 58 (1) of the Constitution. 

Apr. 03: CJP Umer Ata Bandial took notice of dismissal of a no- 
confidence motion against PMIK by NA Deputy Speaker Oasim Suri. 
Apr. 03: The President's Secretariat issued a press release stating 
that “Imran Ahmad Khan Niazi, shall continue as Prime Minister till 
the appointment of caretaker Prime Minister under Article 224 A 
(4) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan." 

Apr. 03: Afghanistan roped in former Pakistan players Younus 
Khan and Umar Gul as batting and bowling coach, respectively, on 
short-term contracts. 

Apr. 03: The government removed Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar as Governor Punjab and appointed Omar Sarfraz 
Cheema in his place. 

Apr. 04: Pakistani vocalist Arooj Aftab scored her first Grammy, 
winning a prestigious trophy for her song Mohabbat in the Best 
Global Performance category. 

Apr. 04: PMIK nominated former Chief Justice of Pakistan Gulzar 
Ahmad for the post of caretaker premier. ‘ 
Apr. 04: Eminent Pakistani healthcare professional and researcher 
Prof Dr Zulfigar Rhutta was awarded the prestigious Canada 
Gairdner International Award 2022 for the “development and 
evaluation of evidence-based interventions in child and maternal 
health for marginalised populations, focusing on outcomes for the 
first thousand days” of life. 

Apr. 04: President AJK Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry 
administered the oath of office to the senior-most judge of the 
High Court of AJK Justice Muhammad Habib Zia. 

Apr. 04: Noted mountaineer Abdul Karim, also known as Little 
Karim, passed away at the age of 68. 

Apr. 05: Acting CM Punjab Usman Buzdar announced giving 
ownership rights to dwellers of katchi abadis in the province. 

Apr. 05: Bill Gates wrote a letter to President Alvi wherein he 
lauded the latter's high-level commitment to protecting the health 
and wellbeing of every child in Pakistan. 

Apr. 05: Australia beat Pakistan to win the one-off T20 match. 

Apr. 05: Engineers and technicians of the Pakistan Atomic 
Energy Commission (PAEC) have completed Re-Fueling Outage 
(RFO) of nuclear power plant C-3 at Chashma in record 
minimum time of 26 days. 

Apr. 06: The ADB lowered the GDP growth forecast for Pakistan to 
4 percent. 

Apr. 06: Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU), Islamabad, was ranked 
No.] in Pakistan and globally ranked 461 by the new United States 
World Ranking 2022. 

Apr. 06: Pakistan told the United Nations Disarmament 
Commission that India's violations of UN Security Council 
resolutions on Kashmir posed a threat to regional and 
international! peace. 

Apr. 07: A frvezmember bench of the apex court, headed by Chief 
Justice Umar Ata Bandial, declared the ruling of NA deputy speaker 
as contrary to the Constitution and of no legal effect. 

Apr. 07: The SBP raised the benchmark interest rate 250 basis 
points to } 2.25 percent. 

Apr. 08: The sixth meeting of the Joint Working Group on 
Industrial Cooperation between Pakistan and China was held in 
Islamabad. 

Apr. 08: The IHC declared the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 
(Peca), 2016, Ordinance “unconstitutional.” 

Apr. 08: An antiterrorism court in Lahore sentenced the chief of 
the banned Jamaatud Dawa (jul), Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, to 32 
years in two cases of terror financing. 

Apr. 08: In a televised address to the nation, PMIk expressed his 
firm resolve not to let an “imported government” be imposed in 
Pakistan to serve the interests of foreign powers. . 
Apr. 09: The no-confidence resolution against PMIK remained 
successful with 174 votes, making him the first prime minister of 
Pakistan falling victim to no-confidence. 

Apr. 09: Asad Qaisar announced tendering resignation as the 
NA speaker. 

Apr. 09: Qasim Suri also resigned as the NA deputy speaker, 
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Apr. 09: Pakistan conducted a successful test flight of the Shaheen- 
Ill surface-to-surface ballistic missile. 

Apr. 09: Attorney General for Pakistan, Khalid Javed Khan, 
resigned from his portfolio. i 
Apr. 11: Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif was elected as the 23rd Prime 
Minister of Pakistan. 

Apr. 11: The members of the treasury benches in the KP Assembly 
reposed confidence in Chief Minister Mahmood Khan. 

Apr. 11: Pakistan's skipper Babar Azam, who has performed 
brilliantly against Australia, won the International Cricket Council 
Player of the Month Award of March. 

Apr. 11: Former Test cricketer Mohammad Hussain passed away at 
the age of 45. 

Apr. 12: The 79th Formation Commanders’ Conference was held at 
the GHO. 

Apr. 12: PMSS decided to form the National Economic Council (NEC) 
to address the current economic situation and check inflation. 

Apr. 12: PMSS also abolished day off on Saturdays. 

Apr. 12: Former MPA Sardar Omer Khan Leghari passed away at 
the age of 88. 

Apr. 12: Opposition in KP Assembly withdrew the no-confidence 
motion against Chief Minister Mahmood Khan. 

Apr. 12: The federal government appointed Dr Muhammad Sohail 
Rajput as the new chief secretary (CS) of Sindh. 

Apr. 13: Balochistan Governor Syed Zahoor Ahmad Agha stepped 
down from his constitutional post. 

Apr. 13: Pakistan categorically rejected the unwarranted reference 
in a joint statement issued after the US-India 2+2 Ministerial 
Dialogue on April 11, 2022. 

Apr. 13: The Pentagon announced that the United States would 
continue its ‘healthy’ military-to-military ties with Pakistan after the 
change in the government. 

Apr. 13: PMSS removed the FIA cybercrime wing chief Babar Bakht 
Qureshi who was associated with money laundering cases against 
the MOM and PPP leadership. 

Apr. 14: The acting NA Speaker, Qasim Suri, accepted the 
resignations of 123 MNAs of PTI. 

Apr. 14: Eight soldiers were martyred in two terrorist attacks in 
North Waziristan. 

Apr. 14: AJK Prime Minister Sardar Abdul Qayyum Niazi resigned 
from his office. 

Apr. 15: Bilquis Bano Edhi, who was known as the mother of 
thousands of orphans and unwanted children, passed away. She 
was 74. 

Apr. 15: Seven soldiers of the Pakistan Army were martyred when 
terrorists ambushed a military convoy near the Pak-Afghan border 
in North Waziristan. 

Apr. 15: NAB Chairman Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal reappointed 
Shahzad Saleem as NAB's Lahore director general 

Apr. 15: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and UN 
Resident Coordinator in Pakistan Julien Hameis agreed to launch 
‘The Living Indus Initiative’ to help the Indus Basin sustain a 
thriving civilisation from its sources to the ocean. 

Apr. 15: Pakistan opening batsman Shan Masood hit a maiden 
double century, 

Apr. 16: After ruckus in the Punjab Assembly Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PMLN) leader Hamza Shehbaz was elected as the 
new Chief Minister of Punjab, by securing 197 votes. 

Apr. 16: National Assembly's Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri tendered 
his resignation. 

Apr. 16: Muhammad Azfar Ahsan tendered his resignation as 
Chairman of Board of Investment (BOD. 

Apr. 16: PPP’s Raja Pervez Ashraf was elected unopposed as the 
speaker of the National Assembly, 

Apr. 16: The Lahore High Court (HO) ruled that the revovery of tax 
arrears through utility bills is unlawful. 

Apr, 17; Pakistan Tehreek-e-lnsaf (PTD candidate Nadeem Khan 
Khyal won the by-elections in NAG3 Hangu, 

Apr, 18: An antiterrorism court awarded the death sentence on 
two counts to six convicts in the lynching case of a Sri Lankan 
citizen, Priyantha Kumara, in Sialkot. 

Apr, 18: PTT's Sardar Tanveer Ilyas was elected unopposed as new 
prime minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJR). 

Apr. 18: Pakistan was awarded the hosting rights of the Asian 
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Shotgun Cup 2023, the first big international shooting event for 
the country. 

Apr. 19: The government moved the London Court of International 
Arbitration (LCIA) against the defaults of LNG term cargoes by two 
LNG trading companies — Gunvor and ENI 

Apr. 19: Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan, member of the National 
Assembly (MNA) belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement- 
Pakistan (MQM-P), passed away. 

Apr. 20: The IHC's Justice Mian Gul Hassan directed the 
government to take back the Toshakhana gifts from the individuals 
who took them home. 

Apr. 20: The government appointed Muhammad Tahir Rai as the 
new director general (DG) of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA). 
Apr. 20: The UK-based ‘Ambassador Partnership’ designated 
former ambassador of Pakistan Javed Malik as their regional 
director for Middle East and South Asian region. 

Apr. 20: PTI Senator Dr Shahzad Waseem was notified leader of the 
opposition in the Senate. 

Apr. 20: Muslim US Congresswoman Ilhan Abdullah Omar met 
PMSS and President Alvi during her maiden visit to Pakistan. 

Apr. 21: Eminent religious scholar Mufti Taqi Usmani wrote a letter 
to the Taliban chief Haibatullah Akhundzada urging him to allow 
girls' schools to reopen. 

Apr. 21: The Higher Education Commission's governing body, 
restored the powers of HEC Chairperson Dr. Tariq Banuri by a 
unanimous vote. 

Apr. 21: JUIF parliamentarian Muhammad Zahid Akram Durrani 
took oath as NA Deputy Speaker. 

Apr. 21: A US delegation, led by Congresswoman Ilhan Abdullah 
Omar, called on AJK President Barrister Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry. 

Apr. 21: Sindh Transport Minister Syed Awais Qadir Shah was 
removed from his ministerial position. 

Apr. 21: Sharjeel Inam Memon, who had served as Sindh 
information minister in the previous PPP regime, was again 
inducted into the provincial cabinet. 

Apr. 21: Pakistan's wicket-keeper batsman Mohammad Rizwan was 
named the Leading T20 Cricketer in the World in the 2022 edition 
of the Wisden Almanack. 

Apr. 21: Abdul Aziz Ugaili, a BS-21 officer of Pakistan 
Administrative Service, was appointed new chief secretary of 
Balochistan. 

Apr. 22: A 15-month-old boy from North Waziristan was found 
infected with wild poliovirus, first such case reported from the 
country after a gap of 15 months. 

Apr. 22: President Alvi administered oath to three newly-appointed 
federal ministers and one minister of state. 

Apr. 22: Climate Change Minister Senator Sherry Rehman banned 
the use of plastic bottles in the ministry. 

Apr. 22: Dr Amjad Saqib, a Pakistani philanthropist and founder of 
the country’s largest interest-free microfinance programme 
Akhuwat, was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
humanitarian work in poverty alleviation. 

Apr. 22: Sharjeel Inam Memon took the oath as Sindh's provincial 
minister for information. 

Apr. 22: Former PCB chief executive Wasim Khan was appointed 
the ICC's General Manager of cricket. 

Apr. 23: PMSS performed the ground-breaking of the dualization of 
I-section of 330-km Khuzdar-Kuchlak sections of N-25 Chaman- 
Karachi National Highway. 

Apr. 25: IHC's division bench, comprising IHC Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah and Justice Babar Sattar, suspended the order to conclude 
the PTI foreign funding case within 30 days. 

Apr. 25: The Government of Pakistan issued a new passport to 
former prime minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Apr. 25: Master Intelligent Transport Management System (MiTMS) 
was introduced first time in Pakistan. 

Apr. 25: President AJK Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry 
administered oath of office to a new batch of ministers who have 
been inducted in PM Sardar Tanveer Ilyas’s cabinet. 

Apr. 26: Three Chinese nationals and a Pakistani van driver lost 
their lives in a suicide bombing carried out by a female member of 
an outlawed group, Balochistan Liberation Army, on the premises 
of the University of Karachi. 
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Apr. 26: Pakistan's former star all-rounder Shahid Afridi has 
launched his own T10 league, Mega Stars League (MSL), which will 
take place in September. 

Apr. 26: Pakistan stunned hockey powerhouse the Netherlands 5-3 
to start the six-test European tour on a winning note. 

Apr. 26: Chief Operating Officer of Pakistan International Airlines 
(PIA) Air Commodore Jawad Zafar died. 

Apr. 27: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari became the 37th - 
and the youngest ever - foreign minister of Pakistan. 

Apr. 27: The KP government granted legal cover to Sehat Card 
Programme on permanent basis. 

Apr. 27: The federal government appointed Asim Ahmad the 
chairman of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). 

Apr. 28: The government constituted the Economic Advisory 
Council (EAC) under the Chairmanship of PMSS comprising 21 
members to seek advice on short-term macroeconomic 
stabilisation and structural reforms for achieving sustained growth. 
Apr. 28: The Federal Shariat Court (FSC) gave the government five 
years to implement an Islamic and interest-free banking system in 
the country, as the economic system of an Islamic country like 
Pakistan should be free of interest. 

Apr. 28: President Alvi administered the oath of office to PML-N 
Senator Dr Musadik Malik as the minister of state. 

Apr. 28: Pakistan was included among twenty US trading partners 
which have been placed on the ‘watch list’ of the US government. 
Apr. 29: The ECP, while announcing the reserved judgement in the 
Senate polls video case, acquitted Senator Yusuf Raza Gilani and 
directed the district election commissioner Islamabad to file a case 
for criminal proceedings against Gilani’s son Ali Haider Gilani and 
PTI MNAs Fahim Khan and Capt (R) Jamil Ahmad Khan. 

Apr. 29: The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) issued 
its flagship annual report, the State of Human Rights in 2021. 

Apr. 30: NA Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf administered the oath to 
the newly-elected Punjab Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz. 

Apr. 30: Murree Tourism Police was launched to facilitate and 
protect tourists in the resort station. 

Apr. 30: Awami National Party MPA Wagar Ahmad Khan died. 

May 01: The police registered a case against 150 people, including 
former prime minister Imran Khan, for allegedly harassing, hurling 
abuses, sloganeering against the Pakistan delegation led by PM 
Shehbaz Sharif at the Masjid-e-Nabavi. 

May 02: April 2022 was reported to be the hottest month in the 
last 61 years of Pakistan's history. 

May 02: The Punjab government, for the first time, imposed a 10- 
year ban on commercial fishing in the provincial waters due to 
critical depletion of fisheries in the rivers. 

May 03: Pakistan fell by 12 places to be ranked 157th on a list of 
180 countries on the 2022 freedom index, released by Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF). 

May 05: The federal government announced to form a commission 
of inquiry to probe Imran Khan's claims about a foreign conspiracy 
to dislodge his government. 

May 05: The government decided against granting a second term 
to former governor State Bank of Pakistan Dr. Reza Baqir. 

May 05: The government gave acting charge to Deputy Governor 
Dr Murtaza Syed as a stop-gap arrangement till the appointment of 
a new Governor SBP. 

May 05: Sindh information minister, Sharjeel Inam Memon, was 
given an additional portfolio of the provincial transport and mass 
transit department. 

May 06: US Secretary of State, Antony J. Blinken, telephoned 
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. 

May 07: A massive Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) occurred in 
Hunza district's Hassanabad village after the lake formed over the 
Shisper Glacier started discharging 5,000 cusecs water owing to 
premature melting. 

May 07: Senior journalist Khalid Farooqui passed away. 

May 07: Pakistan's ace mountaineer Sirbaz Ali Khan became the 
first-ever Pakistani to climb 10 of the world's 14 highest peaks 
above 8,000 metres - also known as 8-thousanders. 

May 07: The government removed Inam Ghani as Inspector 
General of National Highways and Motorways Police. Additional IGP 
Khalid Mahmood was given the additional charge of the post. 

May 07: The federal government nominated Ashter Ausaf as the 
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new Attorney-General of Pakistan (AGP). 

May 07: Water & Power Development Authority (Wapda) Chairman 
Lt Gen (R) Muzammil Hussain tendered his resignation. 

May 07: Federal Ministry of Information accepted the resignation 
of Pakistan Television (PTV) Managing Director Amir Manzoor and 
appointed Mubashir Taugeer as the new MD. 

May 09: The federal government notified the removal of Punjab 
Governor Omar Sarfraz Cheema. 

President Alvi had rejected the prime minister's summary using 
Article 101(3), which says the governor shall hold the office ‘during 
the pleasure’ of the president (for as long as the president pleases). 
May 09: The first case of Omicron sub-variant BA.2.12.1 was 
detected in Pakistan. 

May 09: Former DG FIA Dr Rizwan passed away. 

May 10: CM Puniab Hamza Shehbaz removed Punjab advocate- 
general Ahmed Awais from his position. 

May 10: The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons (RCPS) 
United kingdom awarded a noted gastroenterologist Prof Aamir 
Ghafoor as PACES Champion 2021 and the best examiner in 
the world. 

May 10: PMSS, taking notice of the detection of highly-infectious 
sub-ariant of Omicron virus, directed the restoration of the 
National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC). 

May 11: Pakistan and the United States completed their security 
level talks in Washington. 

May 11: The ECP rejected the PTI's_ reference seeking 
disqualification of its 20 dissident MNAs. 

May 11: The IHC referred the social media rules framed by the PTI 
government to the National Assembly for review. 

May 11: International Boules Federation (the Fédération 
Internationale de Boules) gave fresh membership to Pakistan and 
asked the country to participate in international competitions. 

May 13: In recognition of her welfare services for orphans, 
abandoned and stateless children, lawyer-cum- activist 
Tahera Hasan was conferred with the Commonwealth Points 
of Light Award. 

May 13: PMSS appointed Shiza Fatima Khawaja as Special Assistant 
to PM on Youth Affairs. 

May 13: Former world champion Amir Khan announced retirment 
from boxing after a 17-year professional career. 

May 14: The IHC instructed the Ministry of Information 
Technology and Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) to 
take measures against blasphemous tweets of Geert Wilder to 
protect the religious emotions of Muslims. 

May 16: Shehroze Kashif waved the country's flag on top of Mt 
Lhotse, the 4th highest peak in the world at 8,516 metres. 

May 17: The Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) held that the votes of 
defecting lawmakers shall not be counted, and must be 
disregarded. 

May 17: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) stopped Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister Hanif Abbasi from working. 

May 18: Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP), Justice Umar Ata Bandial, 
took a suo motu notice on the perceived apprehension of “persons 
in authority” undermining the criminal justice system 

May 18: The Afghan Taliban announced the hosting of peace talks 
between Pakistani officials and a Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
miltant group. 

May 18: Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf (PMSS) received a telephone 
call from the President of the buropean Council, Charles Michel. 
May 18: President Dr Anf Alvi appointed Barrister Jahangir Khan 
Jadoon as Advocate General Islamabad. 

May 18: The government promoted 31 senior bureaucrats, 
induding Principal Secretary 10 Prime Minister Dr Syed Tauqir 
Hussain Shah, to grade 22. 

May 19: The SCP restrained the authorities from removing, 
transferring and posting persons involved in investigation as well 
as prosecution of high-profile cases pending before the 
Accountability Courts and Special Courts. 

May 19: Former foreign minister Sardar Assef Ahned Ali breathed 
his last. He was 81). 

May 20: The Election Commission of Pakistan (PCP) de-seated 25 
members of the Punjab Assembly belonging to Pakistan Tehreek-¢ 
Insaf (PT) for voting for the PMLN candidate, Hamza Shehbaz, 
against party directions. 
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May 20: National Assembly Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf declared 
dissident PTI member Raja Riaz as the opposition leader. 

May 20: KP Chief Minister Mahmood Khan performed the ground- 
breaking of Swat Motorway Phase-II. 

May 21: Prof. Zulfiqar Bhutta of the Aga Khan University (AKU) was 
ranked among the top 100 medicine scientists. 

May 21: Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan assumed the charge of Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Islamabad. 

May 22: The no-confidence motion against Punjab Assembly 
Speaker Pervaiz Elahi was disposed of. 

May 22: A 15-point joint statement was issued at the conclusion of 
the maiden visit of Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari to 
China. 

May 22: Pakistan's Humna Amjad finished in second place in the 
Egyptian Ladies Amateurs Golf Championship. 

May 22: Shabbir Iqbal won the COAS Open Golf title. 

May 23: CJP Justice Bandial was named among the top 100 most 
influential people of 2022, released by Times Magazine. 

May 23: The SBP raised interest rates by 150 basis points to 13.75 
percent. 

May 23: PMSS reappointed Dr Saeed Akhtar as chairman Pakistan 
Kidney and Liver Institute, besides reviving the Board of Governors. 
May 23: Noor Alam Khan, a dissident MNA of PTI, was elected 
unopposed as the chairman of Public Accounts Committee (PAC). 
May 23: Former Pakistan Test captain Salman Butt was appointed 
to a coaching role with Singapore's national team. 

May 24: Veteran Pakistani film and television actor Sajjad Kishwar 
breathed his last. 

May 25: Veteran journalist Talat Aslam passed away. 

May 25: Pakistan and Iran decided to form a joint working group 
to explore opportunities for bilateral cooperation in the health 
sector. 

May 25: Aqeel Khan and Mohammad Abid annexed the men’s 
doubles title of the 9th CAS Khyber Cup Tennis. 

May 26: Umar Gul, the former Pakistan quick, was named the new 
bowling coach of the Afghanistan national team. 

May 26: Shazia Sikander, ‘a Pakistan-born miniature artist, won this 
year's Fukuoka Prize in the category of Arts and Culture. 

May 27: Following an increase in the prices of petroleum products, 
PMSS announced a monthly relief package for 14 million poor 
families of the country. 

May 27: The Senate passed the National Accountability (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2022, and the Elections (Amendment) Bill, 2022. 
May 28: Pakistani mountaineers Sirbaz Ali and Shehroze Kashif 
summited 8,463m Mt Makalu in Nepal, the fifth highest peak in the 
world. 

May 29: CM Punjab appointed Kabir Taj as his political secretary. 
May 29: Local government (LG) elections were held in 32 of 
Balochistan's 34 districts. 

May 29: Four Pakistani entrepreneurs - Zain Ahmed, Dur-eAziz 
Amna, Muhammad Saad and Shawana Shah - made their way to the 
Forbes '30 Under 30' Asia list for 2022. 

May 29: Pakistan's Mohammad Inam won a Bronze medal in Beach 
Wrestling World Series held in Turkey. 

May 29: Pakistan made a big jump on the International Travel and 
Tourism Development Index by moving up six places, the World 
Economic Forum said in its latest report. 

May 30: President Alvi appointed Babar Hassan Bharwana and 
Justice (retd) Ikramullah Khan as members of the ECP from Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), respectively, 

May 30: PMSS had a telephonic conversation with British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 

May 30: A former MNA from Swat and the son of ex-governor 
Miangul Aurangzeb, Shahzada Miangul Adnan Aurangzeb died. 
May 30: Shaista Gohir, a leading British Pakistani women's rights 
campaigner was appointed to the House of Lords as a non-party 
political peer. 

May 30: India and Pakistan began their mandatory talks over the 
1960 Indus Waters Treaty in New Delhi. 

May 31; PMSS reached Turkey on a 3-day visit, his first since 
assuring office in April. 

May 31; The FCP in its report on initial delimitation of 
constituencies reduced National Assembly seats from 342 to 336. 
May 31: The 118th, twoday meeting of the Pakistan-India 
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Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) concluded in New Delhi. 

May 31: The federal government repealed the civil service 
retirement rules that were introduced by the PTI in 2020. 

May 31: Sindh's chief minister Syed Murad Ali Shah launched 
Rescue 1122 service in Karachi. 

June 01: Pakistan finished fifth in the Asia Cup Hockey. 

June 01: PMSS held a meeting with Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. 

June 01: The LHC declared that the e-challans for violation of 
traffic rules by the Punjab Safe Cities Authority (PSCA) are illegal 
for having no legal backing. 

June 01: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
Pakistan appointed acclaimed actor Fawad Khan as its ‘National 
Goodwill Ambassador’. 

June 02: Chairman NAB Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal relinquished the 
charge of his office. 

June 02: The first plenary of the Stockholm+50 meetings on behalf 
of the G77 and China was held in Islamabad. 

June 02: SAPM Hanif Abbasi tendered his resignation from the 


St. 
—" 02: Ghulam Nabi Memon was appointed the new IGP Sindh. 
June 02: Moody's Investors Service cut Pakistan outlook to negative 
from stable. 
June 03: The federal government authorised the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) to act as Special Vetting Agency (SVA) for 
verification and screening of all public office holders for induction, 
postings /appointments and promotions. 
June 03: PMSS inaugurated the Eastbay Expressway project, and 
performed ground-breaking of seven more development projects in 
Gwadar. 


June 03: The SCP directed the federal government to bring recent 
changes made in the rules of the Exit Control List within the ambit 
of the law. 

June 07: The federal cabinet restored Saturday holiday in 
government offices. 

June 07: President Alvi approved the reconstitution of 13-member 
National Economic Council (NEC). 

June 07: German foreign minister Annalena Baerbock visited 
Pakistan. 

June O08: PMSS directed abolition of all taxes on the raw materials 
of export industry as part of his government's vision to develop an 
export-oriented economy. 

June 09: Pakistan Economic Survey 2021-22 was launched 
according to which the country's GDP growth surpassed the 
envisaged target of 4.8 percent and stood at 5.97 percent for the 
outgoing fiscal year. 

June 09: The joint sitting of the parliament passed the Elections 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 and the National Accountability (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2022 with a majority vote. 

June 09: Renowned TV personality and PTI's Member National 
Assembly (MNA) Aamir Liaquat Hussain passed away. He was 50. 
June 09: Malik Maqsood Ahmed, aka Maqsood Chaprasi, a key 
accused in a multi-billion money-laundering case against PMSS, 
died in Dubai. 

June 09: President Alvi approved 10pc increase in the salaries and 
judicial allowance of the Supreme Court and High Court judges. 
June 09: Pakistan captain, Babar Azam became the fastest batter to 
notch up 17 ODI centuries in terms of innings. 

June 09: President Alvi approved the conferment of Tamgha-- 
Imtiaz on three Chinese teachers who were killed in a suicide blast 
took place in Karachi. 

June 10: UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres announced the 
appointment of Navid Hanif of Pakistan as Assistant Secretary 
General for economic development in the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs. 

June 11: PMSS approved a new transit visa policy for the Afghan 
immigrant citizens. 

June 11: Dr Sikandar Ali Mandhro, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
senator and former Sindh health minister, passed away. 

June 12: Dr Tariq Rafi was appointed as chairman Sindh Higher 
Education Commission for a term of four years. 

June 12: The Punjab government restored the Local Government 
Act 2019 after the expiry of Loca) Government Ordinance 2021. 
June 12: Pakistan completed the West Indies’ whitewash with an 
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intriguing 53 runs win in the third and final ODI of the ICC World 
Cup Super League series. 

June 13: Ms Uroosa Imran from Beaconhouse School System won 
the Cambridge Dedicated Teacher Award 2022 for MENA and 
Pakistan. 

June 13: The Sindh Assembly unanimously passed the Sindh 
Institute of Advanced Endoscopy and Gastroenterology Bill 2021 
for the establishment of the health institute at Dr Ruth KM Pfau 
Civil Hospital, Karachi. 

June 13: Pakistan's leg spinner Tuba Hassan created history when 
she became the first Pakistan female player to win ICC's Women's 
Player of the Month Award - for May 2022. 

June 14: Foreign Minister Bilawal visited Iran. 

June 15: Pakistan's ambassador to Washington, Masood Khan, met 
the US President Joe Biden. 

June 16: With a narrow margin of just 65 votes over the Tehreek-e- 
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), the Muttahida Oaumi Movement-Pakistan 
(MOM-P) managed to retain its NA-240 in the by-election. 

June 16: President Dr Arif Alvi approved the instrument of 
accession to the Apostille Convention treaty to become its member. 
June 17: The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) declared Pakistan 
as compliant on all 34 points of two action plans. 

June 17: PPP leader of Lower Dir and former provincial minister 
Bakht Baidar Khan died. 

June 18: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif (PMSS) appointed the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) as a “Special Vetting Agency (SVA)” for 
officers category for initial appointments and postings. 

June 19: PMSS announced a nationwide training programme of 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) to save human lives in 
emergency. 

June 19: Navy won the 29th National Shooting Championship. 

June 19: Pakistan's Noor Zaman won the Asian under-19 Squash 
title. 

June 20: Comedian-actor Masood Khwaja, who appeared in 
national television drama and gave some memorable 
performances, passed away. 

June 21: Pakistan and the IMF evolved a broader agreement on the 
budget 2022-23. 

June 21: Pakistan and Iran inked an agreement for additional 
supply of 100MW electricity to Balochistan. 

June 22: Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, Chief of the Defence 
Statf of Italian Armed Forces, called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa. 

June 22: The National Assembly Secretariat issued 1 notification on 
enactment of the Elections (Amendment) Bill, 20.2 and National 
Accountability (Amendment) Bill, 2022, into Acts of Parliament as 
per Clause 2 of the Article 75 of the Constitution. 

June 24: KP raised the minimum wage to Rs26,000 per month from 
Rs21,000. 

June 24: PMSS announced imposition of 10 percent super tax on 13 
large industries, and additional tax on affluent persons who earn 
more than Rs150 million annual incomes at the rate of one to four 
percent for generation of more revenue, 

June 24: Internationally recognised painter Masood Kohari passed 
away. 

June 24: Punjab cabinet approved a new local government system 
June 25: Finance Minister Miftah Ismail announced the inclusion of 
five more sectors including real estate brokers, builders, car 
dealers, restaurants and salons in the tax network. 

June 25: The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and four private banks 
challenged in the Supreme Court the decision of the Federal Shariat 
Court declaring the present interest-based banking system against 
the Shariah. 

June 25: President Alvi accepted the resignation of Gilgit-Baltistan 
Governor Raja Jalal Hussain Maqpoon 

June 25: Pakistan's promising sprinter Shajjar Abbas won gold in 
the 100 metre race in Qosanoy Memorial in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan 
by clocking LOAT see. 

June 25: Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) government presented 
its Budget for fiscal Year 2022/23 with a total volume of Rs, 163.7 
bilhon, 

June 26; PMSS announced to revive the role of provinces in 
implementing the National Action Plan (NAP) in order to eliminate 
terrorism in the country, 


CamScanner 


June 27: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari inaugurated the 
Sindh Intra-District People's Bus Service in Karachi. 
June 27: The National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) 
. Signed an agreement with Ministry of National Health Services 
Regulations and Coordination for swift service delivery to health 
card-holders. 
June 30: FIFA lifted the suspension imposed on Pakistan and 
extended the mandate of normalisation committee for a year. 
June 30: Peshawar BRT was shortlisted as one of the five finalists 
for the World Resources Institute (WRI, Ross Center Prize for Cities 
Award, 2021-22. 
July 01: The SC fixed July 22 as the date for run-off election for the 
chief minister Punjab seat. 
July 01: The new! appointed envoys of USA, Turkiye, Australia, 
European Union, Bhutan and Sudan presented their credentials to 
President Alvi. 
July 01: Incia and Pakistan exchanged the lists of civilian and 
fishermen prisoners in each other's custody, 
July 02: PMSS appointed 18 MNAs belonging to the ruling alliance 
as parhamentar secretanes for federal ministries. 
July 02: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, General 
Nadeem Raza, held a meeting with Iranian President Sayyid 
Phrahim Raisi. 
July 03: Chitral A trounced Gilgit-Baltistan A in a thrilling contest 
of free-stvle polo final at the world's highest venue. 
July 04: Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) leader MNA Ehsanullah 
Reki took oath as the Minister of State. 
July 04: Star cricketer Shaheen Shah Afridi was made goodwill 
ambassador of the KP Police. 
July 05: A team of female climbers became the first-ever all-girls 
team to scale 5,642 metre Rupal Peak in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
July 05: General Musa Avsever, Commander of Turkish Land 
Forces, called on COAS Gen Bajwa. 
July 05: PMSS constituted an advisory council on IT and digital 
economy in order to enhance the digital economic activities in 
the country. 
July 06: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari spoke to US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
July 06: The ECP issued notifications for the five reserved seats for 
women and non-Muslims in Punjab Assembly and all these went to 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. 
July 06: PPP candidate Khalida Sikandar Mandhro won the Senate 
by-election, to fill the vacant seat of the Senate from Sindh for 
technocrats including Ulema, held in the Sindh Assembly. 
July 06: Top leadership of AJK, Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan met 
in Islamabad to take certain decision for creating harmony among 
three governments and people. 
July 07: Pakistan and France signed a €22-million financing 
agreement to extend techmical and financial support for the 
renovation of Lahore Fort. 
July 07: Sindh cabinet gave approval of first-ever cloud policy in 
the province. , 
July 08: The seth martyrdom day of kashmin commander Burhan 
Wani was observed as Resistance Day. 
July 08: The Sindh government's labour and human resources 
deparumem notified minimum wages of Rs25,000 for unskilled 
adult and juyenile workers. 
July 08: binyber Pakhtunkhwa U19 Whites defeated Central Punjab 
U19 Blues to clinch the National U19 Cup ttle. 
July 0% Former senator and PPP leader Col (retd) Syed Tahir 
Hussain Mashiliadi passed away 
July 10: M55 called Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman. 
July 11: As per UN report ‘World Population Prospects 2022", 
Pakistan is expected to see a SF percent increase in population to 
reach 360 millon individuals by the year 2050 
July 13: hashmwris across the Loc and world over observed 
Martyrs Day. 
July 14: Lincoln Corner was inaugurated at the main campus of 
National University of Sciences & Technology (SUS 1) in Istatnabad 
July 14: Pakistan blocked Indian allempt to win permanent 
membership of the United Nations Security Council (LINSC) 
July 14: Shehryar Afridi was removed as Chairman Parliamentary 
Committee on Kashmir and was replaced by P11 dissident member 
Basit Ahmed Sultan. 
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July 14: The IMF announced a staff-level agreement with Pakistan 
that will help resume the suspended loan programme and pave the 
way for a $1.18 billion disbursement. 

July 16: The Balochistan government declared 10 districts of the 
province as calamity-hit areas in view of casualties and losses to 
businesses and infrastructure by recent torrential rains and floods. 
July 16: Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives 
Ahsan Iqbal presented Pakistan's Voluntary National Review (VNR) 
on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the United Nations’ 
High Level Political Forum (HLPG) 2022. 

July 16: A grand Jirga held in Bajaur, KP, decided against the 
liberty of women to visit the tourist spots with men in the area. 
July 17: Imran Khan's PTI swept the Punjab by-polls, remaining 
victorious on 15 seats out of 20. 

July 18: Barrick Gold Corporation's Chief Executive Mark Bristow 
announced his plan to invest approximately $7 billion in Reko Diq 
mines for developing gold and copper in two phases. 

July 18: Three newly elevated judges of the Peshawar High Court 
(PHC) took the oath of their offices. 

July 18 Farah Hamid Khan assumed the charge of the Chief. 
Information Commissioner, Right to Information Commission, KP- 
July 19: The federal government constituted a task force for the 
elimination of Riba with Federal Minister for Law & Justice as its 
Chairman. P 

July 19: Google announced the launch of its Android Earthquake 
Alerts System in Pakistan. 

July 19: On behalf of the President of Pakistan, Pakistan's 
Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque conferred Pakistan's civil 
award ‘Sitara-e-Quaid-i-Azam’ upon Lu Shan, Chairman and Party 
Secretary of China Road and Bridge Corporation. 

July 20: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) postponed 
second phase of Sindh Local Government (LG) elections and by- 
election in NA-245. 

July 20: Chief Minister KP Mahmood Khan inaugurated the 
Provincial Security Secretariat established at the Home and Tnbal 
Affairs Department. 

July 20: Sana Sher Bahadur claimed the KP Regional Junior 
Squash title. 

July 20: The Henley Passport Index, compiled by ummigration 
consultancy company Henley & Partners, ranked Pakistan's 
passport as the fourth-worst among 199 world countries. 

July 20: Abdullah Shafique hit an epic 160 to anchor Pakistan's 
record chase of 342 at Galle, Sri Lanka. 

July 21: The federal cabinet approved the appointment of former 
director general of Intelligence Bureau (IB) Aftab Sultan as 
Chairman of National Accountability Bureau (NAB). 

July 21: The Sindh government appointed Muhammad Waseem, a 
retired PCS officer of Grade 22, the Chairman of the Sindh Public 
Service Commission (SPSC). 

July 21: The Federal Education Ministry renamed the Single 
National Curriculum (SNC) as National Curmculum of Pakustan 
(NCP). 

July 22: Hamza Shehbaz retained the provincial chief execuave slot 
by defeating the joint candidate of PTI and PMLQ after Deputy 
Speaker Sardar Dost Muhammad Mazari rejected’ 10 PMLQ votes. 
July 22: Pakistan Railways Inspector General Faisal Shahkar 
replaced Punjab IGP Rao Sardar Ali. 

July 22; Two Pakistani female mountaineers - Samina Baig and 
Naila Kiani - created history by reactung the top of the second 
highest peak in the world, the 8,61 Lm high Ke. 

July 22: Around 100 climbers in different groups sunumited the K2. 
July 22: The IHC ordered removal of Zia Batool as chairperson of 
Private Educational tnstitutions Regulatory Authority (Peira), 
declaring her appotntiment as illegal, 

July 22: Shanghai Cooperation Orgamsation (SCO) Secretary 
General Zhang Ming started his four-day visit to Pakistan. 

July 22: Member Customs of the PBR, Syed Muhammad Tariq 
Huda, Was appomted Chairman of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT). 
July 24: Punjab Bar Council Secretary Ashraf Rahi was killed by 
assailants 

July 24: Quaid-e Millat-e-Jafariya Agha Syed Hamid Ali Shah Moosvi 
passed away. Hle was 82. 

July 24: Pakistan's premier javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem 
finished filth in the World Athletics Championships. 
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July 24: Ambassador of Vietnam to Pakistan, Nguyen Tien Phong 
took charge as Chairman of Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Committee Islamabad. 

July 25: A delegation of Pakistani Ulema reached Afghanistan to 
hold meetings with the leadership of Emirate Islami Afghanistan 
and TTP leaders and convince the latter to conclude a peace 
agreement with Pakistan. 

July 26; The Supreme Court set aside the ruling of the Punjab 
Assembly's deputy speaker and directed the chief secretary to 
issue the requisite notification declaring Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi as 
the elected chief minister. 

July 26: Pakistan Army promoted 32 brigadiers to the rank of 
major general. v 

July 27: Syed Haider Hussain was nominated to perform the 
functions of the PHF secretary in place of Asif Bajwa. 

July 27: The federal cabinet approved the appointment of Mohsin 
Butt as the director-general of the Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA), removing Rai Tahir Hussain from the post. 

July 27: Punjab Advocate General Shehzad Shaukat tendered his 
resignation. 

July 27: Omar Khalid, Pakistan's top amateur, made history when 
he became the first Pakistani golfer to make the cut at the 74th US 
Junior Amateur Golf Championship. 

July 28: NA Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf accepted the resignations 
of 1] PTI MNAs. 

July 29: COAS Gen Bajwa called US Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman and asked the US to push the IMF for an early 
disbursement of $1.2 billion. 

July 29: PTT's candidate Sibtain Khan won the slot of Punjab 
Assembly speaker. 

July 29: Deputy Speaker Punjab Assembly Mir Dost Mazari was 
removed through a no-confidence motion. 

July 29: Moshin Dawar, an independent MNA from former FATA, 
was elected as chairman of the National Assembly Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

July 29: The federal government introduced in the National 
Assembly the Inter-Governmental Commercial Transactions Bill, 
2022, which will enable the government to sell off the state-owned 
enterprises for raising billions of dollars. 

July 29: Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif (PMSS) appointed Dr 
Mukhtar Ahmed as the Chairman of the Higher Education 
Commission (HEC). 

July 29: The United States Educational Foundation in Pakistan 
(USEFP) awarded this year's Fulbright Scholarship to 189 students 
to pursue advanced studies and research at leading US universities. 

July 30: The Punjab government issued a directive to enforce an 
amendment to the Punjab Muslim Family Rules under the Muslim 
Family Law Ordinance, 1961, subjecting both bride and groom for 
mandatory signing a declaration on the belief of finality of 
prophethood (SAW) with immediate effect. 

July 30: PTTs Wasiq Qayyum Abbasi was elected unopposed as 
Punjab Assembly's deputy speaker. 

July 31: Justice Raja Shahid Mehmood Abbasi of the Lahore High 
Court passed away. 

July 31: The Punjab Assembly approved a motion seeking 
resignation of Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sikandar 
Sultan Raja. 

Aug. 01: A Pakistan Army aviation helicopter en route from Quetta 
to Karachi with important personalities, including Corp 
Commander Quetta Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali, aboard went 


missing. 

Aug. 01: TikTok launched its Creator Portal in Pakistan. 

Aug. 02: A three-member ECP bench, headed by CEC Sikandar 
Sultan Raja, announced the verdict in a case filed by PTI founding 
eect Akbar S. Babar, ruling that the party received prohibited 
Aug. 02: DG ISPR Maj. Gen. Babar Iftikhar confirmed that all the six 
military personnel, including Commander 12 Corps Lt-Gen Sarfraz 
Ali, were martyred in a helicopter crash. 

Aug. 03: China rolled over $2 billion loan in safe deposits for cash- 
strapped Pakistan's economy amid dwindling foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Aug. 03: Pakistan's premier judoka Shah Hussain opened 
Pakistan's medal account when he snared bronze in the -90 
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kilogramme weight category of the judo competitions of the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Aug. 03: Pakistan's highly gutsy weightlifter Nooh Dastgir Butt 
shattered several records and lifted gold medal in the +109 
kilogramme competitions of the weightlifting event of the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Aug. 03: Former DG ISPR Lieutenant General Asif Ghafoor was 
appointed Corps Commander Quetta. 

Aug. 03: Data collected from Met office revealed that July 2022 was 

the wettest month since 1961. 

Aug. 03: CM Sindh inaugurated the 330 MW coal-fired power 

project of Hubco and its partners at Thar Coal Block-I, Islamkot. 

Aug. 04: The Senate adopted the National Accountability (Second 

Amendment) Bill. 

Aug. 04: The government withdrew the fixed tax for retailers and 

shopkeepers imposed through electricity bills for a year. 

Aug. 04: The EU announced to provide an initial grant of €265 

million to Pakistan under a recently launched EU Multi-Annual 

Indicative Program (MIP) for 2021-2027. 

Aug. 04: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Prosecution Academy was 

inaugurated. 

Aug. 05: Pakistan's wrestlers -Mohammad Inam and Zaman Anwar 

won silver medals at the Commonwealth Games. 

Aug. 05: Youm-elstehsal was observed across Pakistan to 

condemn the illegal step taken by India on August 5, 2019. 

Aug. 06: Pakistan's rookie wrestler Mohammad Sharif Tahir won a 

silver medal in the men's freestyle wrestling competition of the 

Commonwealth Games. 

Aug. 06: Punjab Governor Balighur Rehman administered oath to 

21-member Punjab cabinet. 

Aug. 07: Pakistan's premier javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem set a 

new Commonwealth Games record when he managed a monstrous 

throw of 90.18 metres to win gold in the men's javelin throw 

competitions. 

Aug. 08: Corps Commander Peshawar and ex-director general ISI Lt 

Gen Faiz Hameed from the Baloch Regiment was transferred as 

Corps Commander Bahawalpur. 

Aug. 08: Corps Commander Bahawalpur Lt Gen Khalid Zia was 

posted as Military Secretary Pakistan Army at the GHQ, 

Aug. 08: Military Secretary Lt Gen Sardar Hassan Azhar Hayat 

replaced Lt. Gen Faiz Hameed as Corps Commander Peshawar. 

Aug. 08: Pakistan's young mountaineer Shehroze Kashif reached 

the summit of 8035m Gasherbrum II, to become the youngest 

climber in the world to summit 9 peaks of over 8,000m in the 

world. He broke Adriana Brownlee's record in less than a month. 

Aug. 09-10: In a first in its constitutional history, the NA deprived 

PTI member from Sindh interior, Muhammadmian Soomro, of his 

membership for his long absence from the House. 

Aug. 12: COAS Gen Bajwa addressed the sovereign's parade for 

commissioning course 213 (CC213) of the Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst (RMAS) as the first-ever chief of army staff and Pakistani 

ay invited to the academy to be the representative of the 
een. 

Aug. 12: Pakistan and Turkiye signed the Preferential Trade 

Agreement (PTA) aimed at boosting bilateral trade. 

Aug. 12: Arsalan Khalid was made Special Assistant to Punjab 

Chief Minister. 

Aug. 12: The proceedings for the seventh House and Population 

Census were put off for four months due to the delayed 

procurement of technical equipment. 

Aug. 12: Arshad Nadeem sent the javelin to 88.55m to win Pakistan 

their first gold medal in the fifth Islamic Games in Konya (Turkey). 

Aug. 12: Former Pakistan hockey Olympian Motiullah Khan passed 

away at the age of 88 years. 

Aug. 12: Lt. Gen. (Retd) Sajjad Ghani assumed duties as 23rd 

chairman of the Water and Power Development Authority (Wapda). 

Aug. 13: President Alvi granted his approval to the National 

Information Technology Board (NITB) Bill 2022. 

Aug. 13: The first-of-its-kind Under-19 T20 Tournament for 

Women started at the Lahore Country Club in Muridke. 

Aug. 14: President Alvi conferred the Pakistan civil awards on 

citizens as well as foreign nationals on the Diamond Jubilee of 

— for showing excellence and courage in their respective 
ields. 
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Aug. 14: The Mayor of London Sadiq Khan was honoured with 
Sitara-i-Pakistan on the occasion of 75th Independence Day of 
Pakistan. 

Aug. 14: Pakistan's first electric car prototype, dubbed NUR-E 75, 
was unveiled. 

Aug. 14: To mark the country's 75 years of independence, the SBP 
issued a Rs75 commemorative banknote featuring not only the 
portraits of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Allama Iqbal, 


Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah and Sir Syed Ahmed Khan but also | 


highlighting nation's commitment to address climate change. 

Aug. 14: Dr Nafis Sadik of Pakistan, a guiding force to the world in 
maternal and child health, as well as family planning, passed away 
in New York. 

Aug. 15: Arsalan Khalid, Special Assistant to the Chief Minister 
(SACM), was given the command of the Punjab Information 
Technology Board (PITB). 

Aug. 15: The Government promoted seven Pakistan Air Force (PAF) 
officers to the rank of Air Vice Marshal. 

Aug. 15: President Alvi approved the appointment of Syed Mehdi 
Shah as Governor Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Aug. 15: Actor Fahad Mustafa, who played the role of a cop, Gulab, 
in his latest offering Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad, was made an 
honorary superintendent of police in Sindh. 

Aug. 16: The Punjab Assembly unanimously passed the Punjab 
Prohibition of Interest on Private Loan Bill, 2022, a bill to impose a 
ban on private business of usury. 

Aug. 16: UAE President Mohammad bin Zayed bestowed his 
country’s highest civil award, “Order of Zayed,” on Pakistan Chief 
of Army Staff Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa (COAS Gen. Bajwa). 

Aug. 16: The 2021 Global Hunger Index jointly compiled by 
Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide, ranked Pakistan 92 
among 116 countries with a score of 24.7, declaring its hunger 
levels ‘serious’. 

Aug. 17: The 21st Session of the Joint Economic Commission (JEC) 
between Pakistan and Iran was held in Islamabad. 

Aug. 17: Renowned cartoonist and animator Irshad Haider Zaidi 
passed away. 

Aug. 17: The Punjab government formally notified Gujrat as the 
10th division of the province. 

Aug. 17: Chief Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi expanded Rescue 
1122 service to all Punjab tehsils. 

Aug. 18: COAS Gen Bajwa and Commander of US Central 
Command (CENTCOM) General Michael E. Kurilla discussed, at a 
meeting at GHQ, Pakistan-US military training exchange 


programme. 
Aug. 18: Pakistan signed three Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoUs) with Iran in the fields of maritime, museum and 
information broadcasting. 

Aug. 18: PPP’s Syed Mehdi shah took oath as sixth governor of 
Gilgit Baltistan. 

Aug. 19: The federal government appointed Jameel Ahmad as the 
new governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). 

Aug. 19: The federal government appointed Lt-Gen (retd) Hamood- 
uz-Zaman the defence secretary. 

Aug. 19: Brig (retd) Khalid Sajjad Khokhar was re-elected as 
president of Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) unopposed. 

Aug. 19: The government appointed Nadeem Javaid as Chief 
Economist of Pakistan for a period of two years. 

Aug. 19: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif (PMSS) launched a Rs37.2 
billion Flood Relief Cash Program to provide Rs25,000 cash 
assistance each to 1.5 million families across the flood-hit areas of 
the country. 

Aug. 20: Nayyara Noor, one of the most accomplished singers in 
Pakistan, often called Bulbul-e-Pakistan, passed away. 

Aug. 20: PMSS directed the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to 
immediately suspend collection of fixed sales tax through 
electricity bills from small traders and retailers. 

Aug. 21: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) retained its seat in the 
NA-245 by-election. 

Aug. 21: The Sindh government declared 23 districts of the 
province calamity-hit areas. 

Aug. 21; Pakistan beat the Netherlands in the third and final One- 
day International to clean sweep the three-match series. 

Aug. 22: The federal cabinet gave approval to the Pakistan Army- 
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Qatar agreement on providing security assistance in the upcoming 
FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar. 

Aug. 22: The Federal Government notified appointment of Captain 
(r) Muhammad Usman as chairman of the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA). 

Aug. 23: The first meeting of the National Price Monitoring 
Committee (NPMC) was held. 

Aug. 23: A Pakistani student, Misha Pervez received the bronze 
medal in the Global Finals of Teeneagle English competition which 
was held in London. 

Aug. 24: Qatar's Diwan-e-Emiri confirmed that the Qatar 
Investment Authority (OIA) aims to invest $3 billion in Pakistan. 
Aug. 25: PMSS announced resumption of departmental sports. 
Aug. 25: The FIA established eight police stations to check money 
laundering in major cities throughout the country. 

Aug. 26: The induction ceremony of PNS TAIMUR, second of four 
Type 054-A/P multi role frigates, was held at PN Dockyard, Karachi. 
Aug. 26: Pakistan appointed Ubaidur Rehman Nizamani as new 
ambassador to Afghanistan vice Mansoor Ahmad Khan. 

Aug. 26: Pakistan's Fatima Sana was selected by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) among its hundred percent Cricket 
Superstars. 

Aug. 27: Renowned poet and scholar of Sindhi language Imdad 
Hussaini passed away. 

Aug. 28: Pope Francis called on the international community to 
help flood-hit Pakistan. 

Aug. 29: The IMF Executive Board revived the stalled programme 
and approved the combined 7th and 8th reviews and release of 
$1.1 billion tranche under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF). 

Aug. 29: Pakistan hockey legend Manzoor Hussain Junior died. He 
was 65. 

Aug. 30: Pakistan and the United Nations jointly launched the 
“2022 Pakistan Floods Response Plan (FRP)” seeking Rs 35.8bn ( 
$160.3m) focusing on the needs of 5.2 million people. 

Aug. 31: Pakistan received a $1.16 billion loan installment from the 
IMF under the Extended Fund Facility. 

Aug. 31: The Balochistan government declared 32 out of the total 
34 provincial districts 'calamity-hit'. 

Sept. 01: Abrarul Haq was removed as Chairman Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS). 

Sept. 01: President Arif Alvi appointed Sardar Shahid Ahmed 
Laghari as the new PRCS chairman for three years. 

Sept. 02: After completion of the 7th and 8th reviews and revival of 
stalled Extended Fund Facility (EFF) program for Pakistan, the IMF 
released its staff report which states that amid a tense political 
landscape, programmed fiscal adjustment was undone and several 
keys EFF commitments were reversed. 

Sept. 02: PMSS announced Rs3 billion rehabilitation grant for flood- 
affected people in Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Sept. 02: Pakistan Petroleum Limited appointed Abid Ashfaque 
Malick acting managing director and chief executive officer of the 
company. 

Sept. 02: The SC barred politicians from inscribing their names on 
government lands. 

Sept. 03: PMSS established National Flood Response Coordination 
Centre (NFRCC) to better articulate and synergise flood relief 
efforts. 

Sept. 03: The authorities in Karachi recovered a highly-expensive 
vehicle, Bentley Mulsanne, which was stolen from London and then 
shipped to the port city. 

Sept. 04: The Ismaili Imamat announced a donation of $10 million 
(Rs2.193 billion) to the Prime Minister's Flood Relief Fund. 

Sept. 05: A US Congressional delegation (CODL) — led by 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and comprising Congressmen 
Tom Souzzi and Al Green — called on PMSS at the PM House. 

Sept. 05; The Punjab government designated Mian Aslam Iqbal as 
senior minister of the provincial cabinet. 

Sept. 06; Pakistan & East Africa Connecting Europe (Peace) Cable 
International Network Co. Ltd completed the construction of a 
submarine cable infrastructure, providing connectivity from 
Karachi to Marseille, France. 

Sept. 07: Ayesha Zehri was promoted as Balochistan's first female 
deputy commissioner. 

Sept. 07: The Government of Pakistan and Asian Infrastructure 
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Investment Bank (AIIB) signed an advance loan agreement worth 
$1.6 million for “Lahore Water and Wastewater Management 
Project”. 
Sept. 07: Pakistan German Future Summit was organized in Berlin 
to promote connections and collaboration between Pakistani 
startups and German companies. 
Sept. 08: Pakistan dropped seven places in the Human 
Development Index, ranking 161 out of 192 countries in the 2021- 
2022 HDI. 
Sept. 08: The ECP postponed the by-polls in 13 constituencies of 
the National Assembly and provincial legislatures of Punjab, Sindh 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, owing to the engagements of security 
personnel and other departments in flood-related rescue and relief 
activities. 
Sept. 08: The Biden administration approved the possible sale of F- 
16 aircraft sustainment and related equipment to Pakistan for a 
cost of 450 million dollars. 
Sept. 08: A delegation headed by US State Department Counselor 
Derek H. Chollet called on COAS Gen Bajwa at the GHO. 
Sept. 08: The United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
arrived in Pakistan. 
Sept. 08: An MoU was signed between Punjab Police and Jiangsu 
Public Security Department of China under which both 
departments will work together to protect constitutional rights of 
each other's citizens, investors, national institutions and official 
interests in their areas. 
Sept. 09: PMSS appeared before the IHC in a case related to missing 
rsons. 
Sept. 13: PMSS appointed eight more special assistants, including 
four PPP MNAs. 
Sept. 13: Islamabad formally wrote a letter to Kabul for locating 
reporting and arresting, Maulana Masood Azhar, the founding head 
of the banned Jaish E Mohammad (JEM). 
Sept 13: 10-year-old Musa Tanveer became the first Pakistani to 
have been awarded YouTube's ‘Diamond Play Button’. 
Sept. 14: PMSS waived the electricity bills of flood-affected areas 
for two months all over the country. 
Sept. 14: The Punjab Assembly passed the Punjab Local 
Government Bill 2021 under which the local bodies polls will be 
held on party basis. 
Sept. 15: Dr Shahbaz Gill finally got bail from the IHC in the 
sedition case. 
Sept 15: CM Punjab fixed property transfer fee at one percent 
across the province. 
Sept. 15: Asad Rauf, the former ICC elite panel umpire from 
Pakistan, died. 
Sept 15: PMSS met Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 
sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit 
in Samarkand, Uzbekistan. 
Sept. 16: In his address to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif (PMSS) called upon the member states to come up with 
Pakistan-specific programmes on climate change. 
Sept. 16: Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro, who is also an MNA, was 
elected as President of the Pakistan Nursing Council. 
Sept. 17: Accountability courts returned 50 major corruption cases 
against suspects, including cases against PMSS. 
Sept. 18: The Saudi Fund for Development confirmed the rollover 
of $3 billion deposit for the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) maturing 
on December 5, 2022, for one year. 
Sept. 18: The government announced to Jaunch a campaign to 
vaccinate children between five and 11 years against Covid-19. 
Sept. 19: The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) jacked up valuation 
rates of properties in over 20 cities ranging between 10 and 30 
percent on average. 
Sept 19: The Punjab government removed Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi 
as chairman of the Muttahida Ulema Board (MUB) and replaced him 
with Punjab Quran Board (POB) Chairman Hamid Raza. 
Sept. 20: On the instructions of CM Punjab, Board of Revenue 
announced to reduce the property stamp duty in urban areas by 
100 percent. 
Sept. 20: Hollywood actress Angelina Jolie arrived in Pakistan and 
visited the flood-ravaged areas. 
Sept. 20: Sindh lifted their maiden National T20 title after beating 
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the final of the Kingdom Valley National 
T20 Cup 2022-23. 

Sept. 20: The federal cabinet swelled to 72 members after PMSS 
appointed two more special assistants. 

Sept. 21: PMSS and US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, John 
Kerry agreed to enhance Pak-US cooperation to fight the climate 
challenge. 2 
Sept. 21: The IHC dismissed the National Accountability Bureau's 
(NAB) Narowal Sports City corruption reference against Federal 
Minister Ahsan Iqbal. 

Sept. 22: Skipper Babar Azam (110 not out) and Mohammad 
Rizwan (88 not out) shared a record opening stand to enable 
Pakistan to demolish England by 10 wickets. 

Sept. 22: Pakistan's foreign secretary from 1988 to 1989, Dr 
Humayun Khan, passed away. 

Sept. 22: Pakistan and Iraq agreed to start a ferry service between 
Basra and Karachi. 

Sept. 23: PMSS delivered his address at the 77th UNGA session. 

Sept. 23: PMSS met with US President Joe Biden on the sidelines of 
the 77th UNGA session. 

Sept. 24: The World Bank's new Vice President for the South Asia 
Region, Martin Raiser, concluded his first visit to Pakistan. — 

Sept. 24: The World Bank announced repurposing $2 billion from 
the existing resource envelope for flond-affected areas in Pakistan. 
Sept. 25: Miftah Ismail resigned as the finance minister. 

Sept. 25: Chairman of the Dubai Port World Sheikh Ahmed Sultan 
Bin Sulayem called on COAS Bajwa and made a donation of $2.5 
million (Rs602 million) for the Army Relief Fund. 

Sept. 25: Pakistan became the first team to play 200 T20 
Internationals. Interestingly, Pakistan played their first T20I against 
England - on August 28, 2006, in Bristol. 

Sept. 26: A Pakistani delegation led by Federal Minister for IT and 
Telecommunication, Syed Amin Ul Haque, participated in the ITU's 
Plenipotentiary Conference. 

Sept. 26: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced another 
$10 million for food security assistance to Pakistan. 

Sept. 27: Former finance minister and senior PMLN leader Ishaq 
Dar was administered oath as a member of the Senate of Pakistan. 
Sept. 27: The Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) declared that 
different clauses of the Transgender Act, 2018, clash with the 
Islamic Sharia. . 

Sept. 27: Erum Lakhani was re-appointed as the chancellor of Iqra 
University, the largest private university in Sindh. 

Sept. 28: The EU announced to provide €265 million (Rs60.4 
billion) to Pakistan under: the six-year multi indicative 
programme (MIP). 

Sept. 28: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo 
inaugurated the newly constructed Mehrgarh Museum in Quetta. 
Sept. 29: The IHC acquitted PMLN Vice President Maryam Nawaz 
and her husband Captain (R) Safdar in the Avenfield Reference, 
nullifying the conviction handed to them in 2018 by an 
accountability court. 

Sept. 29: CM Punjab inaugurated the Rescue-1122 motorbike 
service for all districts of the province. 

Sept. 29: Pakistan and China agreed on early launch of much- 
awaited Mainline-1 (ML1) project, aimed at revamping and 
modernising the country's age-old railway infrastructure. 

Sept. 29: Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) won the Best Islamic Stock 
Exchange Award 2022 presented by Global Islamic Finance Awards 
(GIFA). 

Sept. 29: Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood retired, ending his 37- 
year-long career in the foreign service. 

Sept. 30: The United States rolled over an agreement to suspend 
service payments on $132 million of Pakistan's debt. 

Sept. 30: Ambassador to Italy Jauhar Saleem was named as the 
acting foreign secretary. 

Sept. 30; PMSS appointed Finance Minister Senator Ishaq Dar as 
leader of the House in the Senate. 

Sept. 30: Pakistan and Bosnia and Herzegovina reached an 
understanding to ensure safe, orderly and humane return of 
Pakistani nationals. 

Oct. 02: CM Punjab launched Punjab Ehsaas Ration Programme of 
Rs100 billion. 

Oct. 02: CM KP approved the establishment of Shangla 
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Development Authority to develop tourism and end backwardness 
in the district. 

Oct. 02: England cruised to a comprehensive 67 runs victory in the 
final game to return triumphant in the seven-match T20 
International series 4-3. 

Oct. 02: Pakistani athlete Sinan Ashfaq won gold medal at Europe's 
prestigious competition — Albania Open Taekwondo 
Championship. 

Oct. 03: The UN revised the ‘Flash Appeal’ for Pakistan's flood 
victims from $160 million to $ 816 million. 

Oct. 03: Maryam Nawaz received her passport after being 
confiscated for more than three years. 

Oct. 03: Veteran journalist Zawwar Hasan passed away. 

Oct. 03: The IHC directed the government to notify Sardar Akhtar 
Mengal as convener of the commission that had been constituted 
to prevent harassment of Baloch students. 

Oct. 04: COAS Gen Bajwa met US Secretary of Defence Lloyd 
Auston at the Pentagon. The army chief was also accorded an 
honor cordon by Secretary Austin. 

Oct. 04: A grid failure left over 80 percent of the population of 
Bangladesh, or 130 million people, without power for’ several 
hours. 

Oct. 05: President Alvi, on the advice of PMSS, accorded approval to 
the summary for filing a reference in the Supreme Court in Reko 
Dig case. 

Oct. 05: PMSS appointed former FBR chairman Tariq Bajwa as a 
special assistant. 

Oct. 06: PMSS assigned portfolios of different ministries to his 
eight special assistants. 

Oct. 06: PMSS appointed an Information Group officer of grade-20, 
Abdul Akbar Khan, as his press secretary. 

Oct. 07: Wapda retained the National Women Basketball 
Championship title. 

Oct. 10: PMSS inaugurated commercial operations of Phase-II of 
Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC) during his visit to Thar 
Coal Mines Block-I. 

Oct. 10: Muhammad Kamran Khan Tessori took oath as the 34th 
Governor of Sindh province. 

Oct. 10: The United Nations Climate Change Conference of the 
Parties (COP-27) appointed PMSS as the vice-chair of the 
conference. 

Oct. 10: Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan was crowned the ICC Men's 
Player of the Month for September 2022. 

Oct. 11: Twelve Major Generals of Pakistan Army were promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant General. 

Oct. 11: Punjab Home Minister Hashim Dogar resigned. 

Oct. 11: Ride-hailing service Uber ceased its operations in five key 
cities, Karachi, Multan, Faisalabad, Peshawar and Islamabad. 

Oct. 12: A Special Central Court acquitted PMSS and his son Hamza 
Shehbaz in the Rs16 billion money laundering case. 

Oct. 12: The Judicial Commission of Pakistan (JCP) recommended 
confirmation of 11 additional judges of Lahore High Court (LHC) 
while dropping two judges. 

Oct. 12: A ‘Pakistan Trade and Cultural Centre’ was inaugurated in 
the Bulgarian capital Sofia. 

Oct. 12: The federal cabinet approved the re-appointment of 
incumbent federal member in the Indus River System Authority 
(irsa), Asjad Imtiaz Ali, for another term of three years, until 
October 24, 2025. 

Oct. 14: Multiple unidentified and decomposed human bodies were 
found on the roof of Nishtar Hospital Multan's mortuary. 

Oct. 14: Former chief justice of Balochistan High Court and the 
chief justice of the Federal Shariat Court, Justice Noor Muhammad 
Meskanzai, was killed in the Kharan area of Balochistan. 

Oct. 14: CM Punjab approved upgradation of five cities to districts 
in the province. 

Oct. 14: Pakistan defeated New Zealand to win the tri-series 
Twenty20. 

Oct. 15: Pakistan summoned the US ambassador for an explanation 
on President Joe Biden's ‘off-the-cuff’ remarks about the Pakistani 
nation and its nuclear weapons. 

Oct. 15: Gulfam Joseph (Army) became the first Pakistan athlete 
(shooter) to qualify for the Paris Olympics 2024. 
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Oct. 16: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) announced the induction 
of the national team's first Test captain Abdul Hafeez Kardar and 
the country's most successful Test batter and 2009 T20 World Cup- 
winning captain Younis Khan into the Hall of Fame. 

Oct. 16: The three-day Sarfaranga cold desert jeep rally concluded 
in Shigar. 

Oct. 16: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) reclaimed its six National 
Assembly seats while the ruling coalition Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) candidates won two seats in by-elections. 

Oct. 17; The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the 
Cabinet approved a technical supplementary grant of Rs17 billion 
for the controversial Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
achievement programme, jacking up the total amount from Rs70 
billion to Rs87 billion for the current fiscal year. 

Oct. 17: Chief Minister Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi approved 
Lahore's Master Plan-2050. 

Oct. 17: Gulpur Hydropower Project started providing energy to 
the national grid. 

Oct. 17: Ambassador of Norway Per Albert Ilsaas called on Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa at the General 
Headquarters. 

Oct. 17: The Sindh police announced the launch of the Talaash app 
that can help the police, especially the investigation department, 
catch criminals involved in heinous crimes, and the absconders. 
Oct. 17: The World Bank announced to provide $850 million to 
restore 34 flood-affected districts including Dera Ghazi Khan and 
Rajanpur. 

Oct. 17: The Punjab government appointed Rana Sohail Ahmed the 
Advisor to CM for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Oct. 18: The 252nd Corps Commanders Conference was held at the 
GHO during which the top military brass reposed full confidence in 
Pakistan's robust nuclear command and control structure. 

Oct. 18: The Supreme Court acquitted Shahrukh Jatoi and others in 
the high-profile murder case of Shahzeb Khan. 

Oct. 18: President Arif Alvi furnished a reference with the Supreme 
Court seeking its opinion on the Reko Diq project. 

Oct. 18: The National Assembly passed two amended bills seeking 
to reconstitute the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) 
and repeal the Medical Teaching Institution (MT1) Act. 

Oct. 18: In a bid to stem the line losses and put an end to 
corruption in the power sector, the federal cabinet approved 
drastic measures, including installation of advanced metering 
infrastructure and low-cost solar energy projects, to overhaul the 
existing electricity generation and distribution system. 

Oct. 18: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) announced the 
postponement of the local government election in Karachi 
scheduled for October 23 for a third time. 

Oct. 19: The Punjab Assembly passed the Punjab Local 
Government Bill, 2021, with majority vote. 

Oct. 19: CM Punjab launched the first Punjab dementia plan. 

Oct. 20: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sherif rejected permission for the 
import of any commodity by the private sector. 

Oct. 20: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) accepted the plea of 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB), dismissing appeals against 
the former president's acquittal in corruption references. 

Oct. 20: The World Bank completed the formation of Court of 
Arbitration by appointing two new technical and legal members. 
Oct. 20: The Supreme Court abolished the role of judges in Sindh 
flood relief distribution monitoring. 

Oct. 21: The ECP disqualified PT! Chairman Imran Khan in the 
Toshakhana reference. 

Oct. 21: Pakistan was removed from the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) grey list after it implemented two action plans 
comprising 34 points simultaneously on combating of money- 
laundering and terror-financing. 

Oct. 21: Pakistan and China decided to launch China-Pakistan 
Green Corridor (CPGC), which will focus on agricultural 
environment, food security and green development, the China- 
Pakistan Health Corridor (CPHC), which will help Pakistan get 
efficiency in the medical field, and the China-Pakistan Digital 
Corridor (CPDC), which will boost Pakistan's IT industry. 

Oct. 21: The Asian Development Bank approved $1.5 billion in 
financing for Pakistan. 
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Oct. 22: Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies passed 
resolutions against the ECP's decision to disqualify Imran Khan in 
the Toshakhana case. 

Oct. 22: Bahawalpur Royals won the inaugural Pakistan Junior 
League tournament after they defeated Gwadar Sharks. 

Oct. 23: Pakistan's Ghulam Mustafa Bashir became the first 
Pakistani athlete to qualify for the Paris Olympics 2024. 

Oct. 23: Former chief minister of Punjab and PML-N leader Hamza 
Shahbaz was appointed as the leader of the opposition in the 
provincial assembly. 

Oct. 24: The IHC ruled that there was no restriction on PTI 
chairman to contest elections. 

Oct. 24: The Judicial Commission of Pakistan recommended 
elevation of IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah and two other judges, 
one each from the LHC and the SHC, to the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan. 

Oct. 24: Senior journalist and anchor Arshad Sharif was shot dead 
by the police in Kenya. 

Oct. 24: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar 


resigned. 

Oct. 25: The second partial solar eclipse of the year was observed 
in several areas of the country. 

Oct. 25: The United Nations urged Kenya to conduct a thorough 
investigation into the mysterious death of journalist Arshad Sharif, 
and share the findings with the public. 

Oct. 25: PMSS had a meeting with Saudi Arabia Crown Prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman in which both leaders reviewed the entire 
gamut of bilateral relations and affirmed commitment to further 
strengthen the fraternal bond between the two nations. 

Oct. 25: The 73rd edition of Punjab Games got underway at 
National Hockey Stadium in Lahore. 

Oct. 26: The SC declined a federal government request for an 
interim order to restrain PTI Chairman Imran Khan from holding a 
long march. 

Oct. 27: Two Pakistani students scored highest marks in September 
exams of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
(ACCA). 

Malik Shahmir Pervez earned the global position for demonstrating 
stellar performance in the Advanced Audit and Assurance (AAA) 
exam which is considered one of the most challenging of all ACCA 
papers. Noman Abbasi also made the ACCA's list of global prize 
winners by scoring the highest marks in the Financial Reporting 
(FR) exam. 

Oct. 27: Zimbabwe pulled off a stunning one-run upset over 
Pakistan. 

Oct. 27: The Director General of Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Lt- 
Gen Nadeem Ahmed Anjum, made his first media interaction. 

Oct. 28: The Punjab government posted DIG Prisons Mubashar 
Ahmad Khan the new Punjab Prisons Inspector General (IG). 

Oct 28: Ali Nawaz Baloch, the former captain of Pakistan's foorball 
team, passed away. 

Oct. 28: Hamid Khan group's Abid Zuberi won the Supreme Court 
Bar Association (SCBA) election. 

Oct. 28: PMSS's focal person on Digital Media and Technologies 
Ahmad Jawad resigned. 

Oct. 29: Saifullah Paracha, a Pakistani national who was detained in 
the US military prison at its Guantanamo Bay Naval Base for the 
last 18 years, reached Pakistan. 

Oct. 29: PTI Chairman Imran Khan terminated the basic party 
membership of former federal minister Faisal Vawda. 

Oct. 29: Federal Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry 
Rehman was placed at top of the list among nine global leaders, 
who formed the climate agenda at the COP27 summit. 

Oct. 30: Sadaf Naeem, a journalist working for a private news 
channel, died after being crushed under [K's container in PTT's long 
march towards Islamabad. 

Oct. 30: CM Punjab lifted the ban on recruitments in the 
government departments, 

Oct. 30: IK won another seat in the National Assembly from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa in by-elections for NA-45 Kurram. 

Oct. 30: FIA converted the foreign funding case of PT into money 
laundering case. 

Oct. 30: Pakistan Navy (PN) and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Navy 
conducted bilateral exercise NASL AL BAHR-IV in Karachi. 
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Oct. 30: A grand jirga in Malakand refused to back military 
operation and forming of a peace force in the area. 

Oct. 31: PMSS announced a special Kissan Package worth Rs1800 
billion to facilitate farmers. 

Oct. 31: PMSS gave the helms of the Ministry for Law and Justice to 
senior PML-N leader Sardar Ayaz Sadiq. 

Oct. 31: Taimur Hassan Amin of Pakistan was re-elected as the 
Chairman of the Asia Pacific Golf Confederation for a period of 


two years. 
Nov. O1: PMSS landed in Beijing on a two-day official visit to meet 


Chinese leadership. 

Nov. 01; The JCP recommended Justice Aamir Farooq as the Chief 
Justice of the THC. 

Nov. 01: CM Punjab approved the introduction of cyberknife 
technology in Jinnah Hospital Lahore and Nishtar Hospital Multan 
to treat cancer and other complex diseases free of cost. 

Nov. 01: Dr Asad Ejaz Malhi was appointed the Chief Traffic 
Officer (CTO), Lahore. 

Nov. 01: UN Secretary-General selected IG Punjab Faisal Shahkar as 
the Police Adviser for the Department of Peace Operations. 

Nov. 01: Eight new members were appointed for three years in the 
Council of Islamic Ideology (CI), bringing the numbers to its 


maximum level. 
Nov. 01: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari virtually 


addressed the 21st meeting of the Council of Heads of Government 
of the SCO. 

Nov. 02: PMSS held an important meeting with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping whereby the latter assured China's continued support 
for Pakistan's sustainable economic and strategic projects, 
including Main Line-1 (ML-1) rail track. He also announced an 
additional assistance package of Rs15.2 billion for the country’s 
flood relief efforts. 

Nov. 02: The federal cabinet approved an amendment imposing 
seven-year imprisonment on those spreading hateful content on 
the social media and empowered FIA to take action against such 
individuals. 

Nov. 02: Pakistan and the World Bank signed $500 million worth of 
loan agreements for agriculture and climate mitigation projects in 
Punjab and KP. 

Nov. 02: Pakistan and China signed an agreement for RMB clearing 
arrangements. 

Nov. 03: Former prime minister Imran Khan survived an 
assassination attempt in Wazirabad. 

Nov. 03: An environmental emergency was imposed across Punjab 
to prevent from the hazards of smog. 

Nov. 03: The ADB approved a financing of $5 million for 
preparation of design and planning of the Naulong Integrated 
Water Resources Development project in Jhal Magsi, Balochistan. 
Nov. 04: Pakistan and the UAE announced to enter into a GtG long- 
term agreement for the import of petrol, jet fuel and crude oi. 

Nov. 04: Ex-caretaker PM Balakh Sher Mazari passed away. 

Nov. 04: Pakistan's Sidra Ameen and Muneeba Ali shared a record 
opening stand of 221, the highest for Pakistan, against Ireland. 
Nov. 04: Pakistan's Sidra Ameen hit an unbeaten 176 against 
Ireland, the highest individual score by a Pakistan woman 
batter in ODIs. 

Nov. 04: PMSS appointed former chief justice of LHC Sardar 
Muhammad Shamim Khan as Chief Judge of Gilgit-Baltistan 
Supreme Appellate Court, 

Nov. 05: Fakharun Nisa Khokhar, a former judge of the LHC and 
the president of the bar, passed away, 

Nov. 05: Pakistan's Tayyab Ikram became the new head of the 
International Hockey Federation (FIED) 

Nov, 06: Federal Minister for Commerce and Investments Syed 
Naveed Qamar was elected as the President of Parliamentarians for 
Global Action (PGA), 

Nov. 06: Pakistan women's team outplayed Ireland to clinch the 
three-match series. 

Nov, 07; UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres appealed to the 
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and G-20 countries to 
provide debt relief to Pakistan to help its post-flood reconstruction 
and rehabilitation efforts. 

Nov. 07: The World Bank announced to release over $3 billion to 
Pakistan for the development of infrastructure in the power sector. 
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Nov. 07: The Sindh government conducted a trial mun of 
“completely of environment-friendly” electric bus service in 
Karachi. 


Nov. 08: The SBP rationalised limits for foreign exchange cash 
carrying for travel and cross border transactions through debit or 
credit cards. As per the revised limits, individuals with age 18 years 
and above can now take out of Pakistan foreign currency 
equivalent to $5,000 per visit, while those below the age of 18 years 
can Carry out an amount equivalent to $2,500 per visit. 

Nov. 08: PMSS delivered National Statement at the COP27 summit 
wherein he said the country needed additional funding, not debts, 
to rebuild a resilient and adaptive infrastructure as the financing 
gap was widening. 

Nov. 08: The JCP recommended the confirmation of three 
additional judges of the THC. 

Nov. 08: Pakistan's leg-spinner Abdul Qadir was inducted into the 
ICC Cricket Hall of Fame. 

Nov. 09: An electric bus with zero smoke emission began plying on 
Lahore roads as a test project. 

Nov. 09: The Country Climate and Development Report for 
Pakistan was released by the World Bank at the COP27 in Sharm El- 
Sheikh. It said that the total investment needs for a comprehensive 
response to Pakistan's climate and development challenges 
between 2023 and 2030 amount to around $348 billion which is 
equal to 10.7 percent of cumulative GDP for the same period. 

Nov. 09: The federal government announced a move to introduce 
an interest-free banking system in Pakistan and withdraw two 
review appeals from the SC against the Federal Shariat Court 
verdict on usury. 

Nov. 09: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) approved 
$500 million (Rs110 billion) as co-financing of ADB-funded 
Building Resilience with Active Countercyclical Expenditure 
(BRACE) program for Pakistan 

Nov. 09: Pakistan routed Asian champions Japan 5-3 to clinch 
bronze medal in the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup in Ipoh, Malaysia. 

Nov. 09: Pakistan women secured a complete a 3-0 series sweep 
over Ireland women. 

Nov. 10: The PPP's Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar formally resigned 
as a senator. 

Nov. 11: Pakistan abstained from voting on a UNGA resolution that 
expressed deep concern over the volatility in Afghanistan since the 
Taliban took over the conflict-torn country last year. 

Nov. 11: Mumtaz Zahra Baloch was appointed as the Foreign Office 
spokeswoman, replacing Asim Iftikhar Ahmed, who has been 
appointed Pakistan's ambassador to France. 

Nov. 11: The Foreign Office created a special post of a deputy 
spokeswoman and Saima Sayed, erstwhile serving as director 
general Strategic Communications, was posted on it. 

Nov. 11: Three judges - Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi, Justice 
Shahid Waheed and Justice Athar Minallah - took oath as judges of 
the Supreme Court. 

Nov. 11: President Dr Arif Alvi administered an oath to Justice 
Aamer Farooq as Chief Justice of the IHC. 

Nov. 11: DG NAB Lahore Mirza Sultan Muhammad Saleem was 
removed from his post. 

Nov, 11: Zaryab Khan (PAK) and Azat Sarsembaev (KAZ) defeated 
Ibrahim Purkan Deniz (TUR) and Imran Khaitbaev (UZB) in straight 
sets to win the ITF Juniors doubles title. 

Nov, 12: The federal government withdrew its petition challenging 
the decision of Federal Shariat Court declaring the present interest- 
based banking system against the Sharia. 

Nov. 12: The Ministry of Planning, Development and Special 
Initiatives launched a 5-year (2022-27) project comprising special 
development initiatives for the 20 poorest districts across Pakistan. 
Nov. 12: The United States repatriated 192 stolen antiquities 
collectively valued at $3.4 million to Pakistan. 

Nov, 12: Ali Sarfraz Hussain was appointed new DG NAB Lahore. 
Nov, 12: Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust (SKM1T) won Gold Award 
in the Sultanate of Oman Excellence Award category for Health 
Services During Crisis. 

Nov. 14: The UK officially removed Pakistan from its ‘High Risk 
Third Countries’ list. 

Nov. 14: Pakistan achieved another major milestone for self- 
sufficiency as Global Industrial & Defence Solutions (GIDS) 


WORLD IN FOCUS 


launched its first indigenous anti-ship cruise missile Harbah-NG for 
exports. 

Nov. 14: The International Defence Exhibition and Seminar 
(IDEAS)-2022 kicked off in Karachi. 

Nov. 15: PIA's first (direct) flight to Istanbul took off from Lahore. 
Nov. 15: Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Lahore, Dr Assad Malhi, 
formally launched digital challan system. 

Nov. 15: Pakistan Demographic Survey (PDS) 2020 was released 
according to which life expectancy in Pakistan has slightly dropped 
to 65 years from 65.4 a couple of years ago. 

Nov. 15: Senior journalist Irshad Rao, a vocal voice against Ziaul 
Haq's dictatorship, passed away. 

Nov. 15: Pakistan abstained from voting on two key UN resolutions 
on Afghanistan and Ukraine, joining Russia and China on both 
issues against the United States. 

Nov. 15: The LHC declared unconstitutional the collection of 
advance tax from people who do not have taxable income. 

Nov. 19: Comedian and stage actor Tariq Teddy passed away. 


Nov. 23: Postponed Defence and Martyrs day ceremony was 
held at GHO, Rawalpindi. 

Nov. 24: President Dr. Arif Alvi approved the appointment of Lt 
Gen Asim Munir as the Chief of the Army Staff. 


Nov. 24: Famous actor, Ismail Tara, passed away. 

Nov. 26: Chairman PTI Imran Khan announced to end its long 
march on Islamabad signalling the dissolution of provincial 
assemblies. 

Nov. 27: England cricket team reached Pakistan after 17 years 
to play historic Test series. 

Nov. 29: Minister of State for foreign affairs, Hina Rabbani 
Khar, visited Afghanistan. 

Nov. 29: Lt Gen Asim Munir Syed Asim Munir took charge of 
military command as 17th Chief of the Army Staff at GHQ. 

Nov. 29: The Dawn journalist and grandson of Muhammad Ali 
Johar, Khalid Ali passed away. 

Nov. 30: After TIP ends ceasfire with government, in a first 
attack, at least four people were killed and 24 others injured in 
a suicide attack on a police truck in Quetta. 

Nov. 30: Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) decided to hold 
local government (LG) elections in Punjab in the last week of 
April 2023. 


INTERNATIONAL 


2022 

Jan. 01: France took over the rotating presidency of the European 
Union. 

Jan. 01: The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
entered into force. 

Jan. 02: Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Turkish 
counterpart, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, during a call, pledged to 
improve ties. 

Jan. 02: Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok resigned, less 
than two months after being reinstated as part of a political 
agreement with the military. 

Jan. 02; A detailed, full-page report in The Wall Street Journal 
showed that since the Sept 11, 2001, US military outsourcing 
pushed up Pentagon spending to $14 trillion One-third to half of 
that sum went to contractors. 

Jan. 02: A massive fire in South Africa's houses of parliament in 
Cape Town completely destroyed the National Assembly where 
parliamentarians sit. 

Jan. 03; Yemen's Houthi rebels seized a UAE ship in the Red Sea. 
Jan. 03: Vive global nuclear powers pledged to prevent: atomic 
weapons spreading and to avoid nuclear conflict. 

Jan O4; Scotsman Peter Wright won his second World Darts 
Championship title, 

Jan 05: North Korea fired a ballistic missile into the sea. 

Jan. 06: Tennis world number one Novak Djokovic was detained at 
Melbourne's Tullamarine Airport having failed to "provide 
appropriate evidence" of double vaccination, or a medical 
exemption needed to enter the country, 
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Jan. 06: French regulators have hit Google and Facebook with 210 
million euros ($237 million) in fines over their use of "cookies", the 
data used to track users online. 
Jan. 06: The speaker of Tanzania's parliament Job Ndugai quit after 
a very public spat with President Samia Suluhu Hassan. 
Jan. 06: Child marriage became illegal in the Philippines, a country 
where one in six girls enters wedlock before the age of 18. 
Jan. 06: The United Kingdom College of Arms granted the first-ever 
official “Coat of Arms” featuring the Green Dome of the Prophet's# 
mosque in Madina. The Arms was granted to Lord Aamer Sarfraz, a 
British-Pakistani Member of the House of Lords. 
Jan. 06: Japan and Australia signed a "landmark" treaty to 
strengthen defence ties. 
Jan. 07: Sidney Poitier, Hollywood's first major Black movie star 
and the first to win the best actor Oscar, died aged 94. 
Jan. 07: Iran began paying compensation to families of those killed 
when it shot down a Ukrainian airliner in 2020. 
Jan. 08: The James Webb Space Telescope completed its two-week- 
long deployment phase. 
Jan. O8: Kazakhstan arrested its former security chief, Karim 
Masimov, a former prime minister and longtime ally of 
Kazakhstan's ex-leader Nursultan Nazarbayev, for suspected 
treason during days of unrest. 
Jan 08: President Joe Biden nominated Lt. Gen. Michael Kurilla to 
lead the US Central Command, which oversees military operations 
in the Middle East. 
Jan. 08: Sevéral high-profile Ethiopian opposition figures were 
freed after the government granted a surprise amnesty for 
prominent political detainees, including Tigrayan party leaders. 
Jan. 09: Women's camel beauty contest made debut in Saudi 
Arabia. The event formed part of the prestigious King Abdelaziz 
Festival, which was previously a men-only affair. 
Jan. 10: Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte embarked on a fourth 
term as his country’s leader. 
Jan. 10: Venezuela's opposition won a historic victory in a tense 
gubernatorial election in a region ruled by the family of late 
president Hugo Chavez for more than two decades. 
Jan. 11: Poet and activist Maya Angelou became the first Black 
woman to appear on the US quarter, in a new version of the coin 
unveiled by the US Mint. 
Jan. 12: Trinidad and Tobago's Olympic committee said sprinter 
Deon Lendore died. 
Jan. 12: North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un personally oversaw the 
successful test of a hypersonic missile. 
Jan. 13: The US granted South Korea a sanctions exemption, 
allowing the country to pay millions of dollars of overdue 
compensation to an Iranian investor, the Dayyani Group, over a 
failed takeover of Daewoo Electronics in 2010. 
Jan 13: Queen Elizabeth II's second son Prince Andrew, who is 
facing a US civil case for sexual assault, gave up his honorary 
military and charitable roles. 
Jan. 14: The UK government apologised to Queen Elizabeth Il, after 
revelations that Prime Minister Boris Johnson's staff broke 
coronavirus restrictions by partying on the eve of Prince Philip's 
funeral. 
Jan. 14: The Philippines agreed to buy an anti-ship missile system 
from India. 
Jan. 14: Qatari driver Nasser al-Attiyah won the Dakar Rally for a 
fourth time. 
Jan. 14: South Africa defeated India on the fourth day of the third 
Test to win the series 2-1. 
Jan. 15: North Korea launched ballistic missiles from a train. 
Jan. 15: World number 20 Aslan Karatsev downed Andy Murray in 
the Sydney Classic final. 
Jan. 16: Malik Faisal Akram, a 44-year-old British national, who 
took four people hostage at a Texas synagogue for 10 hours, was 
killed and all hostages were freed. 
Jan. 17: French far-right presidential candidate frie Zemmour was 
convicted of inciting racial hatred over 2020 comments he made 
about unaccompanied migrant children. 
Jan 18: A government-run women's college in Udupi district of 
India's Karnataka state kicked out a group of Muslim students after 
they went to college wearing headscarves. 
Jan. 18: EU lawmakers chose centre-right Maltese politician Roberta 
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Metsola as the new head of the European Parliament. 

Jan. 19: A London-based law firm filed an application with British 
police seeking the arrest of India's army chief and a senior Indian 
government official over their alleged roles in war crimes in 
disputed Kashmir. 

Jan. 19: After a study backed by wealthy individuals and nonprofits 
found that a wealth tax on the world’s richest people could raise 
$2.52 trillion per year — enough to pay for Covid vaccines for 
everyone and pull 2.3 billion people out of poverty — more than 
100 millionaires made an unusual plea: "Tax us now". 

Jan. 19: Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Iranian 
counterpart Ebrahim Raisi met in Moscow. 

Jan. 20: The European Parliament approved the Digital Services Act 
(DSA), a proposal to impose unprecedented curbs on content 
online, including bans on the most intrusive methods of 
advertising. 

Jan. 20: A British-Belgian teenager, Zara Rutherford, became the 
youngest woman to fly solo around the world, and the first person 
to do so in a microlight plane. 

Jan. 20: France's National Assembly adopted a resolution that 
denounces "genocide" by China against its Uyghur population. 

Jan. 21: The EU announced to re-establish its physical presence in 
Afghanistan for humanitarian purposes through the launch of 
projects worth 268.3 million euros. 

Jan. 22: The US sent the first shipment of military aid to Ukraine 
amid the standoff with Russia. 

Jan. 23: In a move to immediately restore the country’s voting 
rights, South Korea used $18 million of frozen Iranian assets to pay 
Tehran's dues to the UN. 

Jan. 24: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson ordered an 
investigation into Nusrat Ghani's claim that she was fired from a 
government job in part because of her Muslim faith. 

Jan. 24: The Taliban held landmark talks with Western diplomats 
in Oslo, Norway. 

Jan. 25: Thailand's prime minister Prayuth Chan-ocha reached 
Saudi Arabia for the first high-level meeting since relations between 
the nations soured three decades ago over a sensational jewellary 
heist. 

Jan. 27: North Korea fired two suspected ballistic missiles, its sixth 
weapons test in January alone. 

Jan. 28: UAE-trained Giants Brigades that delivered a series of 
defeats to Yemen's rebels began withdrawing from a key area of 
the conflict. 

Jan. 29: Nick Kyrgios and Thanasi Kokkinakis won the Australian 
Open men's doubles title. 

Jan. 30: North Korea tested its most powerful missile since 2017. 
Jan. 31: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson apologised after his 
government was criticised for “failures of leadership and 
judgement" in allowing lockdown-breaching parties at his offices. 
Feb. 01: Sony announced to purchase Bungie, the US videogame 
developer behind the popular Destiny and Halo franchises, for $3.6 
billion. 

Feb. 02: The US announced to send a warship and fighter jets to 
help defend the UAE. 

Feb. 03: Israel signed a defence agreement with Bahrain, its first 
such deal with a Gulf country since establishing diplomatic ties 
with Manama and Abu Dhabi more than a year ago. 

Feb. 04: Disgraced former Labour peer Lord Nazir Ahmed was 
jailed for five and a half years for sexually abusing two children in 
the 1970s. 

Feb. 04: The US allowed international banks to transfer money to 
Afghanistan for humanitarian purposes. 

Feb. 05: The US State Department announced that it was waiving 
sanctions on Iran's civilian nuclear programme in a technical step 
necessary to return to the 2015 nuclear agreement. 

Feb. 05; Norwegian cross-country skier Therese Johaug won the 
first gold medal of the Beijing Olympics. 

Feb. 06: India beat West Indies to win their landmark 1,000th ODI. 
Feb. 06: Queen Elizabeth Il marked 70 years on the throne. 

Feb. 07: Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev approved 
amendments to a law stripping his long-ruling predecessor of key 
policy-making privileges. 

Feb. 07: French President Emmanuel Macron flew into Moscow at 
the start of a week of intense Western diplomacy aimed at easing 
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fears of a Russian invasion of its pro-Westemn neighbour. 

Feb. 07: Senegal won their first African Cup. 

Feb, 08: Billionaire Indian businessman Gautam Adani, chairman 
and founder of conglomerate Adani Group, became the richest 
person in Asia, beating Reliance Industries Ltd's Mukesh Ambani. 
Feb. 09: Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps announced the 
development of a surface-to-surface missile whose stated range 
would put arch foe Israel within reach. 

Feb. 10: The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) released its annual 
democracy Index according to which the state of global democracy 
registered its biggest fall since 2010 and set “another dismal 
record” for the worst global score since the index was first 
produced in 2006. 

Feb. 10: Russia and Belarus launched joint military drills. 

Feb. 10: A court in Indian state of Karnataka told students not to 
wear any religious clothing until it delivers a verdict on petitions 
seeking to overturn a ban on hijabs. 

Feb. 11: President Biden urged Americans to leave Ukraine 
immediately amidst a possible Russian invasion. 

Feb, 12: US F-22 fighter jets reached UAE, as part of an American 
defence response to recent missile attacks by Yemen's Houthi 
rebels targeting the country. ' 

Feb. 12: A call between President Joe Biden and his Kremlin 
counterpart Viadimir Putin took place on attempts to avert the 
danger of an imminent Russian attack on Ukraine has begun. 

Feb. 13: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met his Japanese and 
South Korean counterparts in Hawaii to discuss the threat posed by 
nuclear-armed North Korea. 

Feb. 14: Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett reached Bahrain for 
the first-ever official visit by an Israeli head of government to the 
Gulf state. 

Feb. 14: Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan reached UAE for 
the first time in nearly a decade, to revive relations that were long 
strained by regional disputes. 

Feb. 15: The ICC announced that the winners of the 2022 Women's 
50-over World Cup will receive prize money of $1.32 million, twice 
the amount awarded in the last edition 

Feb. 16: Indian singer-composer and "Disco King" Bappi Lahiri died 
aged 69. 

Feb. 17: France announced to withdraw troops from Mali due to a 
breakdown in relations with the country’s ruling junta, after nearly 
10 years of fighting an insurgency. 

Feb. 17: The Group of 20 started its two-day meeting in hybrid 
format in the Indonesian capital Jakarta. 

Feb. 17: Britain announced the scrapping of its ‘golden visas' 
offering residency to wealthy foreign investors amid security 
concerns. 

Feb. 18: Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said that 
“almost half” of the parliamentarians in India's Lok Sabha — the 
lower house of parliament — have criminal charges against them. 
“Nehru's India has become one where ... almost half the MPs in the 
Lok Sabha have criminal charges pending against them, including 
charges of rape and murder,” Lee said. 

Feb. 18: An Indian court sentenced 38 people to death over a string 
of bomb blasts in 2008 that killed dozens in the city of 


Ahmedabad. 

Feb. 19; China allowed UN Human Rights Chief Michelle Bachelet to 
Visit Xinjiang. 

Feb. 20; Sri Lanka won the fifth and final Twenty20 against 
Australia to prevent a series whitewash. 

Feb. 20: Beijing Winter Olympics ended with an uplifting closing 
ceremony. 

Feb, 21: The Italian ambassador to Australia, Francesca Vardioli, 
died after falling from a balcony. 

Feb. 22: Canada launched an independent public inquiry into the 
worst mass killing in its history, which occurred nearly two years 
ago when a gunman disguised as a police officer killed 22 people in 
Nova Scotia. 

Feb. 22: The US Supreme Court formally ended former president 
Donald Trump's bid to block the release to congressional 
investigators of White House records related to attack on the 
Capitol 

Feb. 22: The Royal Air Force dog Hertz, a 10-year-old German 
Shorthaired Pointer who is now retired, was awarded the PDSA 
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Dickin Medal, a British animal charity's top medal for gallantry. 

Feb. 23: The UAE announced to buy a dozen Chinese L15 training 
and light combat aircraft, with the option for 36 additional jets of 
the same type. 

Feb. 23: A long-stalled bill criminalising torture and political 
disappearances cleared {ts first hurdle in the Thai parliament. 

Feb. 24: President Putin launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
Feb. 25: President Biden picked Ketanji Brown Jackson to be the 
first Black woman in US history to serve on the nation's highest 
court. 

Feb. 25: Bangladesh defeated Afghanistan in the second one-day 
international to win the series. 

Feb, 26: The United States issued new rules that would allow most 
commercial and financial transactions with Afghanistan while 
maintaining sanctions against the Taliban. 

Feb. 27: Andrey Rublev won his third trophy in seven days by 
defeating the Czech qualifier Jiri Vesely in the Dubai final. 

Feb. 27: Nepal's parliament approved a contentious half-billion- 
dollar aid grant from the United States. 

Feb. 28: A landmark report by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) warned that time had nearly run out to 
ensure a “liveable future" for all, detailing a horrifying “atlas of 
human suffering" and warning that far worse was to come. 

Feb, 28: The UN Security Council voted to extend to all of Yemen's 
Huthi rebels an arms embargo that until now targeted only some 
leaders of the guerrilla group. 

Feb. 28: Liverpool won the League Cup final. 

Feb. 28: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed an 
application for Ukraine to join the European Union. 

Mar. 01: Libya's eastern-based parliament approved a new cabinet, 
in a challenge to the unity government of Abdulhamid Dbeibah in 
the capital Tripoli. 

Mar. 01: South Korean billionaire Kim Jung-ju, the founder of 
gaming giant Nexon, died. He was 54. 

Mar. 01: Filmed in one of the remotest corners in one of the world’s 
most inaccessible countries, “Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom,” 
became the first Bhutanese film ever nominated for an Academy 
Award. 

Mar. 02: Nearly 200 nations at the UN Environment Assembly in 
Nairobi unanimously agreed to create an intergovernmental 
committee to negotiate and finalise a legally binding plastics treaty 
by 2024. 

Mar. 02: The World Bank announced more than $1 billion in 
humanitarian aid for Afghanistan, stating the money will go to UN 
agencies and international NGOs while remaining “outside the 
control" of the country’s Taliban rulers. 

Mar. 03: Russia and Ukraine agreed to create humanitanan 
corridors to evacuate civilians. 

Mar. 03: The US Senate confirmed the appointment of Donald 
Blome, a career foreign service officer, as the next US Ambassador 
to Pakistan. 

Mar. 04: Australia cricket great Shane Warne, widely regarded as 
one of the greatest Test players of all time, died aged 52. 

Mar. 04: Europe's largest atomic power plant Zaporizhzhia was 
attacked and seized by invading Russian forces in Ukraine. 

Mar. 05: Afghanistan's Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani, who 
also heads the feared Haqqani Network and is one of the Taliban's 
most secretive leaders, was photographed openly for the first time 
at a passing-out parade for new Afghan police recruits. 

Mar. 06: Kenya's double Olympic champion Ehud Kipchoge won 
the Tokyo marathon in 2hr 2min 40sec, the fourth-fastest time in 
history, to give him victories in four of the world’s six major 
marathons. 

Mar, 08: Iran successfully placed a military satellite - named Nour- 
2 ~ into orbit. 

Mar, 08: US lawmakers, after more than a century of failed 
attempts, passed a bill that would make lynching a federal hate 
crime. The bill is named after Emmett Till, an African-American 
teenager whose brutal killing galvanized the US civil rights 
movernent in the 1950s. 

Mar, 08: Global energy-related carbon dioxide emissions rose by six 
percent in 2021 to a record 36.3 billion tons, their highest ever 
level, the International Energy Agency said. 

Mar, 09: The US deployed two new Patriot surface-to-air missile“ 
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batteries in Poland. 
Mar. 10: Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced to 
boost his country's defence forces by some 30 percent by 2040. 
Mar. 10: BJP retained power in Uttar Pradesh, India's most 
populous state. 
Mar. 10: Mario Teran Salazar, the former Bolivian soldier who 
claimed to have shot dead Marxist revolutionary hero Ernesto 'Che' 
Guevara died aged 80. 
Mar. 11: India admitted that it “accidentally” fired a missile into 
Pakistan because of a “technical malfunction" during routine 
maintenance. 
Mar. 11: Blogger Raif Badawi was released from a Saudi prison after 
spending 10 years behind bars on charges of insulting Islam and 
cyber crime. 
Mar. 13: Cristiano Ronaldo scored his 807th career goal to become 
the all-time leading men's goal-scorer in football history. 
Mar. 13: Dark Western 'The Power of the Dog' scooped the top two 
honours at the British Academy Film Awards (BAFTA), winning best 
film and director for Jane Campion, while sci-fi epic Dune picked 
up the most prizes. 
Mar. 14: UN biodiversity negotiations began in Geneva to hammer 
out a global deal to better protect nature that is due for approval 
later this year. 
Mar. 14: UN chief Antonio Guterres warned that the world must act 
to prevent a “hurricane of hunger and a meltdown of the global 
food system” following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 
Mar. 15: The High Court of the Southern Karnataka state upheld a 
local ban on the hijab in classrooms by ruling that the wearing of 
the hijab "does not form a part of essential religious practice in 
Islamic faith”. 
Mar. 15: Serdar Berdimuhamedow, a son of Turkmenistan's 
autocratic leader Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow, won the country's 
presidential election. 
Mar. 16: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson met with oil-rich 
Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed in the United 
Arab Emirates. 
Mar. 16: Iran's Amir Sarkhosh defeated India's Ishpreet Singh 
Chadha to win the 37th ACBS Asian Men Snooker 
Championship 2022. 
Mar. 17: Moscow rejected an order by the UN's top court for Russia 
to suspend the military offensive in Ukraine, a day after judges in 
The Hague announced their ruling. 
Mar. 18: The Austrian parliament amended the 2019 Citizenship 
Act to correct "inequalities" faced by descendants of Nazi victims 
who fled the country under Hitler's Third Reich. 
Mar. 18: The UN nuclear watchdog, IAEA, said Iran has converted a 
fraction of its stockpile of highly-enriched uranium into material 
crucial for detecting cancers and other diseases. 
Mar. 19: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida pledged an 
investment of five trillion yen ($42bn) in India over five years in a 
summit-level meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
Mar. 19; Bangladesh defeated South Arica to win their first-ever win 
on South African soil 
Mar. 20: The Portuguese KTM rider Miguel Oliveira won the 
Indonesian MotoGP, 
Mar, 20: Taylor Fritz stunned Rafael Nadal to win the ATP Indian 
Wells Masters. 
Mar. 21: A China Eastern Airlines Boeing 737-800 with 132 people 
on board crashed in mountains in southern China. 
Mar, 22: The joint Russian winner of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, 
Dmitry Muratov, announced to donate his medal to help Ukrainian 
refugees. 
Mar, 23: Madeleine Albright, the first female US secretary of state 
and one of the most influential stateswomen of her generation, 
died at age 84. 
Mar. 23: Bangladesh sealed their first-ever series triumph against 
South Africa on the latter's home soil. 
Mar, 24: China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi reached Kabul on his 
first trip to Afghanistan since the Taliban seized power. 
Mar. 24: The United States unveiled fresh sanctions on Russian 
lawmakers and defence contractors, and outlined a push by the G7 
to freeze Russia out of international organisations and to cut it off 
* from its gold reserves. 
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Mar. 25: The US and EU announced a task force aimed at reducing 
Europe ‘s reliance on Russian fossil fuels. 

Mar. 25: The EU agreed to the Digital Markets Act to ensure smaller 
players will be able to enter the market without Silicon Valley 
behemoths stomping on them. 

Mar. 26: President Biden met two Ukrainian ministers in Warsaw 
(Poland), in the first face-to-face talks between the US president and 
top Kyiv officials since Russia's invasion began. 

Mar. 26: The United States called off talks with the Taliban on the 
sidelines of the Doha Forum. 

Mar, 28: World champion Max Verstappen won the Saudi Arabian 
Grand Prix. 

Mar. 30: Action hero Bruce Willis, star of the "Die Hard" franchise, 
announced to retire from acting due to an illness affecting his 
cognitive faculties. 

Mar, 30: Shane Warne was accorded a state funeral. 

Mar. 31: The third meeting of the ‘Foreign Ministers of 
Afghanistan's Neighbouring Countries’ concluded in Huangshan. 
Mar. 31: Beijing slapped sanctions on an unspecified number of US 
officials who “concocted lies” about human rights in China. 

Mar. 31: Australian and Canadian judges confirmed they will stay 
on Hong Kong's top court after two senior British justices resigned 
to avoid endorsing China's crackdown on political freedoms in the 
financial hub. 

Apr. 01: The first audio recordings on Mars reveal a quiet planet 
with occasional gusts of wind where two different speeds of sound 
would have a strange delayed effect on hearing. 

Apr. 02: India and Australia signed the Economic Cooperation and 
Trade Agreement. 

Apr. 02: Will Smith resigned from the motion picture academy 
following his Oscars night slap of Chris Rock. 

Apr. 03: Jordan's former crown prince, Hamzah, who was 
implicated in a coup plot against his half-brother King Abdullah 1, 
gave up his royal title. 

Apr. 03: The UAE and Israel signed a deal to step up cooperation in 
the field of maritime transport, enhance exchange of experiences 
and strengthen strategic partnerships. 

Apr. 04: President Putin suspended simplified visa rules for 
officials and journalists from "unfriendly" European nations. 

Apr. 04: Viktor Orban's Fidesz party extended its parliamentary 
majority by two seats in Hungary's general elections. 

Apr. 05: Kuwait's government resigned, three months after it was 
sworn in. 

Apr. 06: Abu Dhabi announced to start banning single-use plastic 
bags from June. 

Apr. 07: The UNGA voted to suspend Russia from the UN Human 
Rights Council as punishment for the invasion of Ukraine. 

Apr. 07: Nato foreign ministers agreed to accelerate arms deliveries 
in response to Russia's invasion. 

Apr. 07: A Turkish court halted the trial of Saudi suspects over the 
— of journalist Jamal Khashoggi and transferred it to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Apr. 08: The first fully private mission to the International Space 
Station blasted off from Florida with a four-member crew from 
startup company Axiom Space. 

Apr. 09: Norway's defence minister Odd Roger Enoksen resigned, 
following revelations that he had a years-long affair with a much 
younger woman. 

Apr. 10: Australia's Prime Minister Scott Morrison called federal 
elections for May 21. 

Apr. 10: Charles Leclere won the Australian Grand Prix. 

Apr. 10: Emmanuel Macron and his strongest challenger Marine Le 
Pen qualified for French presidential election runoff on April 24, 
Apr. 11; Elon Musk emerged as the world's richest man with a net 
worth of $264.9 billion in 2022. 

Apr. 12; British Prime Minister Boris Johnson apologised and paid a 
fine for breaching Covid rules, making him the first British leader 
to be sanctioned for breaking the law while in office. 

Apr. 12: US Navy's Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group started 
operating in waters off the Korean peninsula. 

Apr. 13: Ivory Coast's prime minister Patrick Achi resigned. 

Apr. 14: Britain announced to send migrants and asylum-seekers 
who cross the Channel thousands of miles away to Rwanda under a 
controversial deal. 
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Apr. 15: Twitter Inc adopted a limited-duration shareholder rights 
plan to protect itself from billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk's $43 
billion cash takeover offer. 

Apr. 16: Russia formally complained to the United States over its 
military aid to Ukraine. 

Apr. 17: Stefanos Tsitsipas successfully defended his Monte Carlo 
Masters title. 

Apr. 18: Turkey launched a new air and ground offensive against 
outlawed Kurdish militants in northern Iraq. 

Apr. 18: India appointed Lieutenant General Manoj Pande to 
succeed General M.M. Naravane as the chief of country's anny. 

Apr. 18: Jordan Spicth defeated Patrick Cantlay to win the US PGA 
Heritage title. 

Apr. 19: China sealed a wide-ranging security pact with the 
Solomon Islands, an agreement the United States and its regional 
allies fear could give Beijing a military foothold in the South Pacific. 
Apr. 19: Yemen's new leaders took a ceremonial oath of office. 

Apr. 20: A UK court issued a formal order to extradite WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange to the United States. 

Apr. 21: President Biden announced $800 million in extra US 
military aid including howitzers and tactical drones. 

Apr. 21: Russia slapped travel bans on US Vice President Kamala 
Harris. Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg and dozens of prominent 
Americans and Canadians. 

Apr. 22: The Large Hadron Collider restarted after a three-year 
break for upgrades that will allow it to smash protons together at 
even greater speeds. 

Apr. 23: Turkey closed its airspace to Russian civilian and military 
planes fling to Syria. 

Apr. 23: The EU finalised new legislation to require Big Tech to 
remove harmful content. 

Apr. 23: Iran and Saudi Arabia resumed key talks in Baghdad. 

Apr. 24: Emmanuel Macron defeated his far-right rival Marine Le 
Pen to become the first French president in 20 years to serve a 
second term. 

Apr. 24: World champion Max Verstappen won the Emilia Romagna 
Grand Pnx. 

Apr. 25: A Turkish court sentenced leading intellectual and rights 
campaigner Osman Kavala to life in jail. 

Apr. 25: Carlos Alcaraz beat fellow Spaniard Pablo Carreno Busta 
to win the Barcelona Open. 

Apr. 25: President Biden named Karine Jean-Pierre as the next 
White House press secretary, the first Black person to hold the 
high-profile post. 
Apr. 26: France's Sister Andre emerged as the oldest person alive. 
Apr. 27: Italy's Constitutional Court ruled as unlawful the practice 
of automatically giving children their father's surname, in a 
judgment hailed as a step forward for women's rights. 
Apr. 28: Britain's controversial Nationality and Borders Act, which 
imposes tougher jail terms for anyone arriving illegally in the 
country, became a law. 

Apr. 29: Hunter Armstrong set a 50m backstroke world record of 
23.71 sec to qualify for the 2022 swimming World Championships. 
Apr. 30: Real Madrid secured a 35th La Liga title. 

Apr. 30: John Coates stood down as president of Australia’s 
Olympic Committee after 32 years at the helm. 

Apr, 30: Ireland's Katie Taylor retained her undisputed lightweight 
world championship by defeating Puerto Rican Amanda Serrano 
May O1: Danish teenager Holger Rune collected his first ATP title. 
May 01: Italian Francesco Bagnaia won the Spanish MotoGP. 

May 02: World number two Jon Ralum won the US PGA Tour 
Mexico Open. 

May 04: The US Federal Keserve announced its biggest rate hike 
since 2000, with a half percentage point increase as it works to 
crush soaring US inflation. 

May 05: UK and Japan leaders Boris Johnson and Fumio Kishida 
agreed to deepen defence ties during talks in London. 

May 05: The WHO released its estimates according to which the 
—" pandemic killed 13.3 to 16.6 million people in 2020 and 
May 06; Mining giant Anglo American unveiled the world's largest 
hydrogen-powered truck, a monster weighing in at 220 tonnes, at a 
platinum mine in northern South Africa. 

May 06: Sri Lanka's president declared a state of emergency for the 


WORLD IN FOCUS 


second time in five weeks. 

May 06: The Asian Games, scheduled to be held in September this 
year in the Chinese city of Hangzhou were, postponed because of 
Covid. 

May 07: France's Emmanuel Macron was sworn in for his second 
term as president. 

May 07: Sinn Fein leader Michelle O'Neill hailed a "new era” for 
Northern Ireland as pro-UK unionists conceded a historic election 
victory for her Irish nationalist party. 

May 08: Chinese President Xi Jinping offered state backing for tech, 
infrastructure and jobs to revive China's economy. 

May 08: US first lady Jill Biden made an unannounced trip to 
Ukraine, 

May 08: World champion Max Verstappen won the inaugural Miami 
Grand Prix. 

May 09; Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa quit. 

May 09: Spanish teenager Carlos Alcaraz won his second ATP 
Masters 1000 title at the Madrid Open. 

May 10: UN's latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis revealed that record levels of hunger persist in 
Afghanistan as lingering drought and the deep economic crisis 
continue to threaten lives and livelihood. 

May 10: The son of late Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
cemented a landslide presidential election victory. 

May 10: Singapore banned a controversial Indian film The Kashmir 
Files over its “provocative and one-sided portrayal” of Muslims in 
Kashmir. 

May 11: A veteran Palestinian American journalist, Shireen Abu 
Akleh, a well-known reporter for the Al Jazeera, was shot dead 
morning while covering raids in the occupied West Bank. 

May 12: An international team of astronomers unveiled the first 
image of a supermassive black hole at the centre of our own Milky 
Way galaxy — a cosmic body known as Sagittarius A*. 

May 12: Sri Lanka's embattled president Gotabaya Rajapaksa swore 
in Ranil Wickremesinghe as the country's new prime minister. 

May 12: Saudi Aramco overtook Apple as the world’s most 
valuable company. 

May 12: The United Nations Human Rights Council voted 
overwhelmingly to launch an inquiry into alleged serious violations 
committed by Russian troops in Ukraine. 

May 13: Elon Musk tweeted that his $44 billion cash deal for 
Twitter Inc is temporarily on hold while he waits for the social 
media company to provide data on the proportion of its fake 
accounts. 

May 13: EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell announced that 
stalled negotiations over Iran's nuclear programme were unblocked 
after fresh talks in Tehran. 

May 14: The UAE's long-time de facto ruler Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan was elected as president. 

May 14: China completed a test flight of the country’s first C919 
jetliner to be delivered. 

May 14: Taliban authorities announced their annual national 
budget that has a deficit of 44 billion Afghanis ($501 millon), 

May 14: India banned wheat exports without government approval 
after its hottest March on record hit production. 

May 15: Nato pledged open-ended military support for Ukraine. 
May 15: Liverpool won the FA Cup for the first time since 2006, 
May 15: Iga Swiatek swept to victory at the Italian Open. 

May 16: The United States and the European Union announced a 
joint effort to boost microchip manufacturing and tackle Russian 
disinformation around the war tn Ukraine, 

May 16; Novak Djokovic beat Stefanos Tsitsipas to win the Italian 
Open title, 

May 17; Taliban authorities dissolved Afghanistan's independent 
human rights commission. 

May 18& The UN's World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
released its "State of the Global Climate in 2021" report whereby it 
said that four key climate change indicators all set new record 
highs in 2021, 

May 18: Ukrainian Antonina Samoilova surmounted Mount Everest. 
May 19: The Taliban rulers in Afghanistan ordered all the female 
TV presenters to cover their faces while appearing on air. 

May 19: Former Afghan warlords and exiled politicians announced, 
in Ankara (Turkey), the creation of a High Council of National 
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Resistance against the Taliban. 

May 20: Iraq's renowned communist poet Muzaffar al-Nawab died 
at the age of 88. 

May 20: Joe Biden reached South Korea on his first Asia trip as US 
president. } 

May 20: British Finance Minister Rishi Sunak became the first high- 
profile British politician to make the Sunday Times Rich List. 

May 20: Germany and Italy allowed their companies to open rouble 
accounts to keep buying Russian gas without breaching EU 
sanctions on Russia. : . 

May 21: Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison conceded defeat 
in a national election. 

May 21: Russia stopped providing natural gas to neighbouring 
Finland. 

May 22: The 59-year-old Labour leader Anthony Albanese was 
designated as the next Prime Minister of Australia. 

May 22: The World Health Organsation opened its main annual 
assembly in Geneva, Switzerland. 

May 23: Justin Thomas won the PGA Championship. 

May 23: US President Joe Biden unveiled, in Tokyo, a multinational 
trade initiative the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity. 
May 23: A Ukrainian court sentenced a Russian soldier to life in 
prison for killing an unarmed civilian, in the first war crimes trial 
arising from Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

May 24: Leaders of Quad group - Japan, India, Australia and the 
United States - warned against attempts to "change the status quo 
by force" as concerns grow about whether China could invade self- 
ruled Taiwan, after their summit in Tokyo. 

May 25: An aeroplane dedicated to Argentine great Diego 
Maradona was unveiled ahead of a journey that will end at this year 
World Cup in Qatar. 

May 26: Actor Ray Liotta, who starred in Martin Scorsese's gangster 
Classic "Goodfellas," died at 87. 

May 26: AS Roma won their first major European title in more than 
60 years after a 1-0 win over Feyenoord in the inaugural Europa 
Conference League final in Albania. 

May 27: A Mexican judge ordered a suspension of bullfighting in 
Mexico City's Plaza de Toros, the world's largest bullring. 

May 28: Russian forces announced a latest successful test of their 
Zircon hypersonic cruise missile. 

May 29: Jai Hindley won the Giro d'Italia. 

May 29: Sergio Perez won Monaco Grand Prix for Red Bull. 

May 29: South Korean Ji Eun-hee won the LPGA Match-Play 
tournament. 

May 29: Sweden's Marcus Ericsson won the 106th Indianapolis 500. 
May 29: Slovene author Boris Pahor, who suffered the oppression 
of a fascist Italian state and the horror of Nazi camps in Germany 
during World War II, died at the age of 108. 

May 30: US President Joe Biden refused to send rocket systems to 
Ukraine that could hit targets well inside Russian ternitory. 

May 31: Lebanese lawmakers re-elected Nabih Berri as parliament 
speaker for a seventh consecutive term. 

May 31: Germany agreed a deal with Greece that would see Athens 
send Soviet-era military vehicles to Ukraine in exchange for more 
modern armour from Berlin. 

June 01: A jury awarded Johnny Depp more than $10 million in his 
libel lawsuit against ex-wife Amber Heard. 

June 02: Yemen's warring parties agreed to renew a two-month 
truce. 

June 02: Britain kicked off four days of pomp, parties and parades 
to celebrate Queen Elizabeth's record-breaking 70 years on the 
British throne. 

June 02: Argentina routed Furopean champions Italy in the 
Finalissima final. 

June 02: North Korea, which is under sanctions for developing, 
nuclear weapons in defiance of UNSC Resolutions, took over as 
head of a UN body aimed at striking disarmament deals. 

June 03: Mukesh Ambani regained his spot as Asia's richest man, 
surpassing his rival Gautam Adani. 

June 04: Tunisia's president sacked 57 judges, accusing them of 
corruption and protecting “terrorists”. 
June 04: Kenichi Horie, an 83-year-old yachtsman, became the 
oldest person ever to sail solo across Pacific. 
June 05: Kazakhstan held a referendum to overhaul the 
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constitution after deadly unrest in Central Asia's richest country. 
June 06: Negotiators from almost 200 countries met in Germany 
for climate talks tasked with reigniting momentum on tackling . 
global warming. 

June 06: Latvia banned all Russian TV channels from broadcasting 
in any form in the country. 

June 07: UN investigators blamed Israel's continued occupation 
and discrimination against Palestinians for the endless cycles of 
violence in the decades-long conflict. 

June 07: The World Bank slashed its global growth forecast by 1.2 
percentage points to 2.9 percent for 2022. 

June 08; Iran disconnected some of the UN atomic watchdog's 
cameras monitoring its nuclear sites. 

June 08: Indian women's cricket captain Mithali Raj announced her 
decision to retire from all forms of international Cricket. 

June 09: Portugal recorded its hottest May since 1931. 

June 09: In India's Ranji Trophy, the team of Bengal amassed a 
mammoth 773 for 7 declared to broke a 129-year-old first-class 
record as nine batsmen hit half-centuries. 

June 09: The Cable News Network (CNN) announced to replace its 
‘Breaking News’ banner with a new ‘Developing News’ sign and now 
only ‘truly urgent’ events would be described as breaking news. 
June 10: Malaysia's government agreed to abolish the mandatory 
death penalty. 

June 10: The weather ‘phenomenon La Nina, which has affected 
global temperatures and worsened drought and flooding, will likely 
continue for months, and possibly even into 2023, the UN warned. 
June 11: North Korea appointed veteran diplomat Choe Son-hui as 
its first female foreign minister. 

June 12: Facebook’s parent company Meta and a French digital 
training firm announced to launch a ‘metaverse academy’ in France 
for the new academic year. 

June 12: Sweden's Linn Grant became the first female winner of a 
European men's tour. 

June 13: Football's rules body said that five substitutes would be 
permanently introduced for all top games and that a 3D offside 
detector is closer to being introduced for this year's World Cup. 
June 14: Tunisia beat Japan to finish first in the four-team Kirin 
Cup tournament. 

June 15: The European Commission launched new legal action 
against Britain, accusing London .of putting peace in Northern 
Ireland at risk by trying to overhaul the post-Brexit trade deal. 

June 16: Central banks across Europe raised interest rates. 

June 16: The Moroccan women's basketball team hosted their 
israeli counterparts for the first time. 

June 16: French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz and Italian premier Mario Draghi, the European Union's 
most powerful leaders, reached Kyiv where they embraced 
Ukraine's bid to be accepted as a candidate for EU membership. 
June 17: China launched its biggest and most modern aircraft 
carrier, Fujian. 

June 17: Britain approved a US request for the WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange to face trial over the publication of 
secret military files. 

June 19: Nato Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg urged Western 
countries must be ready to offer long-term military, political and 
economic support to Kyiv during a grinding war. 

June 19: Germany announced emergency measures including 
increased use of coal to ensure it meets its energy needs after a 
drop in supply of Russian gas. 

June 19: In the French parliamentary election, President Emmanuel 
Macron's allies lost their majority. 

June 19: Germany and Austria announced emergency measures to 
ensure their energy needs after a drop in Russian gas supplies. 
June 19: Gustavo Petro, a former member of the M-19 guerrilla 
movement, won Colombia's presidency. 

June 19: World champion Max Verstappen recorded a thrilling 
victory in a closely-fought Canadian Grand Prix. 

June 21; Former Australia captain Lisa Sthalekar became the first 
woman to be appointed president of the Federation of International 
Cricketers’ Association (FICA). 

June 22: An earthquake of magnitude 5.9 killed 1,000 people in 
Afghanistan. 

June 22: Kuwait's crown prince announced the dissolution of 
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parliament and called for new elections. 

June 23: The Austrian capital Vienna made a comeback as the 
world's most liveable city, according to the report by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU). 

June 23: Lebanon's lawmakers designated incumbent Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati to form a new government. 

June 24: EU leaders granted ‘candidate status’ to Ukraine in its bid 
to join the bloc. 

June 24: US lawmakers passed a bipartisan bill that amounted to 
the most significant firearms regulation in nearly 30 years ina 
country convulsed by daily mass shootings. 

June 25: President Joc Biden signed into law the first significant 
federal bill on gun safety in decades. 

June 25: Bangladesh opened Padma Multipurpose Bridge - 
offically the country's longest at 6.51-km -near the capital Dhaka. 
June 26: During a summit in Germany, G7 countries agreed to ban 
gold imporis from Russia. 

June 27: Russia defaulted on its international bonds for the first 
time in more than a centun. 

June 27: South korea’s Chun Ingee 
Championship 

June 28: Scotland's government announced plans to hold a second 
independence referendum on October 19, 2023. 

June 28: France's lower house of parliament agreed to pick Yael 
Rraun-Pivet, an MP from President Emmanuel Macron's centrist 
coalition, as the first woman speaker of French parliament. 

June 29: The sole suniving member of an Islamic State terror cell 
that killed 130 people in Paris in November 2015 was handed a 
whole-life sentence by a French court. 

June 29: Nato invited Sweden and Finland to join the military 
alliance in one of the biggest shifts in European security in decades. 
June 30: ketanji Brown Jackson was sworn in as the first black 
woman to serve on the US Supreme Court. 

June 30: The EU and New Zealand sealed a free trade deal after 
four years of talks. 

July 01: Tunisian President Kais Saied unveiled a new draft 
constitution that would bestow broad powers to the president and 
curtai] the authority of the prime minister and parliament. 

July 01: President Xi Jinping led 25th anniversary celebrations of 
Hong kong's handover to China from Britain. 

July 02: Rangers goalkeeping legend Andy Goram, the only 
Scotsman to represent his country at football and cricket at full 
international level, died. 

July 03: The France-based British theatre director Peter Brook, who 
revolutionised the stage with radical interpretations of the classics 
before returmng drama to its simplest roots, died aged 97. 

July 04: Carlos Sainz claimed his first Formula One victory in his 
150th race. 

July 05: Britain's finance and health ministers resigned. 

July 05: Chinese Vice Premier Liu He and US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen held a video call to discuss global economic 
challenges, especially regarding supply chains. 

July 05: Sri Lanke admitted bankruptcy. 

July 06: A UN report “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World” was released according to which the world hunger rose 
in 2021, with around 2.3 billion people facing moderate or severe 
Gifficulry obtaimng enough to eat. 

July 07: Ons Jabeur became the first African woman in the Open 
€Té to peach a Grand Slam singles final 

July 07: 4 G20 ministenal meeting was held in Bali, Indonesia. 

July 07; Jans Caan, the US actor best known for playing Sonny 
Corleone in “The Godfather’, died aged 82. 

July O8: Sheikh) Muhanad Bin Abdul harm delivered the Haj 
sermon with the status of Khateeb of Haj at Masjid-e Nunrah 

July 08: President Biden sined an executive order lo help protect 
access fo services ty terminate prepnanicies 

July 08: President Biden resanded Alphanistan » desiynation as a 
Major non-Nato ally, formally ending almost 20 years of military 
and security engagement with the Country 

July 09: Sri Lankan president Gotabay a Kajapak sa fled the Country 
July 09: Sri Lankan protesters set the prime nimster’s private 
home on fire. 

July 09: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Chinese Poreign 
Minister Wang Yi beld their first talks since October on the 
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Indonesian island of Bali. 

July 09: India fined the local arm of Amnesty International nearly 
$8 million after a probe into its finances. 

July 10: Novak Djokovic won a seventh Wimbledon title and 21st 
Grand Slam crown, 

July 11: UN report ‘World Population Prospects 2022' was released 
which projected that the global population, which currently stands 
at 7.7 billion, will reach 8 billion by the end of 2022. 

July 12: The James Webb Space Telescope, the most powerful to be 
placed in orbit, revealed the clearest image to date of the early 
universe, going back 13 billion years. 

July 13: President Riden landed in Israel, on the first leg of his 
Middle Fast tour. 

July 13: Marcel Remy, the grand old man of Swiss Alpinists and 
one of the oldest active climbers in the world, died aged 99. 

July 14: The Patiala district court upheld the two-year jail term of 
Punjabi pop singer Daler Mehndi, who, in 2018, was sentenced for 
a 2003 human trafficking case. 

July 14: Italy's President Sergio Mattarella refused to accept Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi's resignation. 
July 14: Bangladesh routed West Indies to clinch a series-clinching 
victory in the second ODI of a three-match series. 

July 15: President Biden landed in Saudi Arabia and met Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. ; 

July 15: Sri Lanka's six-time prime minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
was sworn in as the country’s interim president. 

July 15: Reece Topley took 6-24 against India clinching the best 
figures by any England bowler in a one-day international. - 
July 15: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIS 
announced to open its operational hub in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 

July 15: Iran's navy unveiled its first division of ships and 
submarines capable of carrying armed drones. 

July 16: In his address to a summit in Jeddah, US President Joe 
Biden assured Arab leaders the United States would remain full 
engaged in the Middle East. 

July 16: A Ukrainian cargo plane carrying munitions from Serbia to 
Bangladesh crashed near the city of Kavala in northern Greece. 

July 17: Indonesia's Anthony Ginting won the men's singles final to 
win the Singapore Badminton Open. 

July 17: EU member Bulgaria and North Macedonia signed a deal in 
Sofia opening the way for European Union membership talks for 
the tiny Balkan nation and its Albanian neighbour. 

July 18: Dr Narinder Dhruv Batra resigned as president of the 
Intemational Hockey Federation (FIH) with immediate effect. 

July 18: American Maxime Cressy won his first career ATP ntle. 
July 18: Israel's army chief Aviv Kohavi reached Morocco on the 
first official visit of an Israeli army chief to the North Afmecan 
kingdom. 

July 19: A fierce heatwave left western Furope sweltering, fuelling 
ferocious wildfires and stretching emergency services, as it swept 
north and pushed temperatures in Britain over 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 degrees Fahrenheit) for the first time. 

July 19; Qatar's Mutaz Essa Barshim won his third world high 
jump gold. 

July 20: Six-time prime minister Ranil Wickremesinghe won 
parliamentary vote to succeed Gotabay a Rajapaksa as the Presider’ 
of Sri Lanka. 

July 20: The FU lifted sanctions against Syria's private aurline Chom 
Wings. 

July 20: UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson bowed out of tus foal 
setpiece event in partiament, signing off by saving: “Hasta la 
vista, baby!” 

July 21: Htalian Samantha Cristoforettt became the first European 
Woman astronaut to embark on a spacewalk outside the 
International Space Station 

July 2h: A Nepali mountaineer Sanu Sherpa became the firs! 
person to Complete double sarnauts of all bof the world’s 8,000) 
metre peaks 

July 22: Russia and Ukraine signed an agreement in Istanbul to free 
more than 20 million metete tons of grain stuck in blockaded Black 
Sea ports ia Ukraine 

July 22; Sadio Mane was crowned African Player of the Year in 
Rabat for the second time, 

July 24: That Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha survived a no- 
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ee vote in parliament, his fourth since assuming power in 
July 23: American Sydney McLaughlin obliterated her own world 
record of an astonishing 50.68 seconds in the 400m hurdles. 
July 24: China launched Wentian, the second of three modules 
needed to complete its new space station. 

July 24: World champion Max Verstappen won the French 
Grand Prix. 

July 25: Droupadi Murmu was sworn in as India’s president. 

July 25: Russian-Polish climber Denis Urubko set another record by 
climbing 8,035m Gasherbrum-II within a span of 15 hours. 

July 26: Russia announced to leave the International Space Station 
"after 2024", amid tensions with the West. 

July 26: Bangladesh asked the International Monetary Fund for 
support in riding out a financial shock triggered by volatile energy 
prices after the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
July 27: United States Federal Reserve officials raised interest rates 
by 75 basis points for the second straight month, delivering the 
most aggressive tightening in more than a generation to curb 
surging inflation — but risking a sharp blow to the economy. 

July 27: The Asian Cricket Council (ACC) decided to shift T20 Asia 
Cup to UAE. 

July 27: Poland signed contracts to purchase South Korean 
weapons. 

July 27: Influential British scientist James Lovelock, famed for his 
Gaia hypothesis and pioneering work on climate change, died at 
the age of 103. 

July 28: Chinese President Xi Jinping warned his US 
counterpart Joe Biden not to "play with fire" over the self-ruled 
island of Taiwan. 

July 29: England's Alex Yee won the first gold of the 
Commonwealth Games. 

July 29: Washington announced a new round of sanctions on 
Russians involved in propaganda and disinformation campaigns 
seeking to disrupt US elections. 

July 30: India announced to ground all its Soviet-era Russian 
fighter jets, the MiG-21, by 2025. 

July 30: Victor Kiplangat gave Uganda 
Commonwealth Games marathon gold. 

July 31: Former Philippine president Fidel Ramos, who oversaw a 
rare period of steady growth and peace that won him the 
reputation as one of the country's most effective leaders ever, died 
aged 94. 

Aug. 01: The US announced a new tranche of weapons for 
Ukraine's forces fighting Russia. 

Aug. 01: South Africa defeated England in the third Twenty20 
International match to complete a 2-1 series win. 

Aug. 02: President Biden claimed that the US has killed al-Qaeda 
Jeader Ayman al-Zawahiri in a drone strike in Afghanistan. 

Aug. 02: US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi landed in Taiwan defying 
a string of increasingly stark warnings and threats from China that 
have sent tensions between the world's two superpowers soaring. 
Aug. 03: Iranian lawmakers voted to ratify a prisoner exchange 
treaty with Belgium. 

Aug. 03: Kuwait's Crown Prince Sheikh Meshal officially dissolved 
parliament. 

Aug. 04: A Saudi court convicted six Pakistanis over desecrating 
Masjid-e-Nabavi by raising slogans against PMSS and his delegation. 
Aug. 05: President Putin and his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan met in Moscow where they agreed to ramp up trade and 
boost economic and energy cooperation with a focus on transport, 
agriculture, tourism and construction. 

Aug. 05: China announced to end cooperation with the United 
States on a litany of key issues, including Climate change, anti-drug 
efforts and military talks. 

Aug. 06: Israel Jaunched a strike in Jabalia area of Palestine that 
reportedly killed 17 children. 

Aug. 07: Ex-guerrilla and former mayor Gustavo Petro was sworn in 
as president of Columbia. 

Aug. 07: The US Senate passed Joe Biden's grand climate and 
health care plan, channelling billions toward ambitious clean 
energy goals. 

Aug. 08: Competitions at the 2022 Commonwealth Games came to 
a close. 
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Aug. 09-10: President Biden signed into law a bill boosting benefits 
for veterans exposed to toxic fumes. 

Aug. 09-10: Tunisia’s judicial authorities revoked the sacking in 
early June by President Kais Saied of around 50 judges. 

Aug. 11: A prominent Taliban cleric, Sheikh Rahimullah Haqqani, 
was killed in a suicide attack in Kabul. 

Aug. 11: Latvian MPs declared Russia a "state sponsor of 
terrorism", 

Aug. 11: Kosovo and Germany struck a deal that will allow Berlin to 
oversee the preservation and maintenance of Nazi graves from 
World War Il in the Balkan territory. 

Aug. 12: FBI agents claimed to recover records marked “top secret” 
during their search of former president Donald Trump's Florida 
estate. 

Aug. 12: US lawmakers adopted President Joe Biden's sprawling 
climate, tax and health care plan. 

Aug. 14: Kuwait appointed Bader Abdullah Al-Munaikh as its 
ambassador to Iran, more than six years after recalling its top 
envoy to Tehran in solidarity with Saudi Arabia in 2016. 

Aug. 14: Oil giant Saudi Aramco unveiled record profits of $48.4 
billion in the second quarter of 2022. 

Aug. 15: A Myanmar junta court jailed Aung San Suu Kyi for six 
years for corruption. 

Aug. 15: Deputy President William Ruto was declared winner of 
Kenya's hard-fought presidential poll. 

Aug. 15: Taliban marked the first anniversary of their return to 
power in Afghanistan. 

Aug. 16: The Biden administration announced that it will not 
release $3.5 billion in frozen Afghan funds, citing the discovery of 
Al Qaeda leader Ayman al Zawahiri in Kabul. 

Aug. 17: Israel and Turkey announced the resumption of full 
diplomatic ties. 

Aug. 18: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkiye met his 
Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky in Lviv. 

Aug. 19: The fifth Islamic Solidarity Games, which were held in 
Konya, Turkiye, came to a close. 

Aug. 20: Nicole Theriot assumed responsibility as the consul 
general of the US Consulate General Karachi. 

Aug. 20: Greece concluded 12 years of European Union fiscal 
surveillance that was imposed in return for bailouts after a 
crushing debt crisis. 

Aug. 22: Caroline Garcia won the ATP and WTA Cincinnati Masters. 
Aug. 23: The Indian Air Force sacked three officers for the 
accidental firing of a cruise missile into Pakistan. 

Aug. 24: President Joe Biden announced that most US university 
graduates still trying to pay off student loans will each get $10,000 
in relief. 

Aug. 24: The first US ambassador to Sudan in 25 years, John 
Godfrey, took up his post. 

Aug. 24: A British-Belgian teenager Mack Rutherford became the 
youngest person to fly solo around the world. 

Aug. 24: President Biden announced nearly $3 billion in military 
aid, the biggest US package so far on Kyiv's Independence Day. 
Aug. 26: A two-week negotiating session on a treaty to protect the 
high seas wrapped up. 

Aug. 27: Russia prevented the adoption of a joint declaration 
following a four-week UN conference on a nuclear disarmament 
treaty. 

Aug. 27: Slovakia signed a deal under which fellow Nato states the 
Czech Republic and Poland will police its skies. 

Aug. 27: Uday Umesh Lalit was sworn in as India's Chief 
Justice, though he will hold the post for 74 days as_ he is due to 
retire in Nov, 

Aug. 27; Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida pledged $30 
billion over three years for Africa in a virtual address to a 
development conference in Tunis. 

Aug. 28: Two US warships - the USS Antietam and the USS 
Chancellorsville - sailed through the Taiwan Strait. 

Aug, 29: The British overseas territory of Gibraltar finally joined 
the official list of British cities. 

Aug, 30; Mikhail Gorbachev, the last leader of the Soviet Union, 
died in Moscow aged 91, 

Aug. 30: Camilo Guevara March, the eldest son of communist 
revolutionary icon Ernesto “Che” Guevara, died aged 60. 
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Aug. 31: The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) revealed that Earth's concentration of greenhouse gases 
and sea levels hit new highs in 2021, showing that climate change 
keeps surging ahead despite efforts to curb emissions. 

Aug. 31: EU foreign ministers agreed to suspend a 2007 visa 
facilitation deal with Russia but stopped short of a wider visa ban 
as requested by some member states. 

Aug. 31: Several Israeli strikes hit Aleppo airport in northern Syria. 
Sept. 01: The chairman of Russia's Lukoil oil giant, Ravil 
Maganoyv, died. 

Sept. 01: Poland estimated the financial cost of World War II losses 
to be 1.3 trillion euros (dollars) and said it would "ask Germany to 
negotiate these reparations”. 

Sept. 01: Rosmah Mansor, wife of Malaysia's ex-premier Najib 
Razak, was sentenced to 10 years in prison and given a $216 
million fine. 

Sept. 01: The World Indoor Athletics Championships that were 
scheduled for China next year were postponed until March 2025. 
Sept. 01: IAEA team made their first visit to Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
plant in southern Ukraine. 

Sept. 02: An Iranian naval flotilla briefly seized two American 
military unmanned research vessels in the Red Sea. 

Sept. 02: A Myanmar junta court sentenced ousted leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi to three years in jail "with hard labour". 

Sept. 02: India surpassed Britain to become the world's fifth largest 
economy. 

Sept. 02: G7 industrialised powers vowed to "urgently" move 
towards implementing a price cap on Russian oil imports. 

Sept. 02: Russia scrapped a deadline to resume flows via a major 
gas supply route to Europe after saying it had discovered a fault in 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline during maintenance. 

Sept. 02: India debuted its first locally-made aircraft carrier INS 
Vikrant, one of the world’s biggest naval vessels at a length of 262 
metres, 

Sept. 03: The United States announced a $1.1 billion arms package 
for Taiwan, — the largest for Taiwan approved under President Joe 
Biden's administration. 

Sept. 03: United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres named 
former Kyrgyzstan president Roza Otunbayeva as the UN's new 
special representative for Afghanistan. 

Sept. 03: Zimbabwe stunned Australia for the first time in Australia 
when they beat it by three wickets in the third ODI at the Riverway 
Stadium. 

Sept. 04: Cyrus Mistry, the 54-year-old former chairman of Indian 
conglomerate Tata Sons, died in a road accident. 

Sept. 04: The recently developed Covid-19 vaccine by China's 
CanSino Biologics Inc. was approved by the country’s drug 
regulator for emergency use as a booster. 

Sept. 04: Former US president Barack Obama was awarded an 
Emmy for narrating his Netflix documentary series 'Our Great 
National Parks’. 

Sept. 04: Israeli Defence Minister Benny Gantz nominated Major 
General Herzi Halevi as the country’s next army chief. 

Sept. 05: Britain's new Conservative leader Liz Truss was confirmed 
as Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s successor. 

Sept. 05: Chileans emphatically rejected a proposed new 
constitution to replace the one adopted during the Augusto 
Pinochet dictatorship. 

Sept. 06: The EU's executive outlined plans for raising more than 
140 billion euros ($140 billion) to cope with an energy crisis that 
has increased the prospect of winter fuel rationing, corporate 
insolvencies and economic recession. 

Sept. 06: The US said it was setting up an_ outside, 
professionally-run fund to manage $3.5 billion in Afghanistan's 
reserves, concluding it cannot trust the Taliban leadership with 
the country's money. 

Sept. 06: Liz Truss officially became Britain’ s new prime minister, 
at an audience with head of state Queen Elizabeth II. 

Sept. 07: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reported that 
Iran's stock of uranium enriched to up to 60 per cent, close to 
weapons-grade, has grown to enough, if enriched further, for a 
nuclear bomb. 

Sept. 07: French judges dropped a case against French 
Peacekeepers deployed during Rwanda's 1994 genocide who were 
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accused of being complicit in massacres. 

Sept. 07: Albania broke diplomatic ties with Iran over an alleged 
cyberattack against the government this summer. 

Sept. 07: Full gender equality will take almost 300 years to 
achieve at the current rate of progress, the United Nations 
warned in a report. 

Sept. 07: The US military tested an unarmed intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM), the second in less than a month after a 
previous launch was delayed twice. 

Sept. 08: Queen Elizabeth Il, the longest-serving monarch in British 
history and an icon instantly recognisable to billions of people 
around the world, died. She was 96. 

Sept. 08: Charles, Prince of Wales, who at 73 was the oldest heir 
apparent in British history, became the king immediately after the 
Queen's death. 

Sept. 08: New British Prime Minister Liz Truss froze domestic fuel 
bills for two years. 

Sept. 08: PM Liz Truss selected a cabinet where for the first time a 
white man will not hold one of the country’s four most important 
ministerial positions. 

Sept. 08: The European Commission's satellite monitor revealed 
that the summer of 2022 was the hottest in Europe's recorded 
history, with the continent suffering blistering heatwaves and the 
worst drought in centuries. 

Sept. 08: A United Arab Emirates firm signed a contract with 
Afghanistan to manage air traffic across the country as the Taliban 
authorities seek to expand international flights. 

Sept. 09: The US announced sanctions on Iran's Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security and its minister Esmail Khatib. 

Sept. 09: North Korea passed a law declaring its readiness to 
launch preventive nuclear strikes. The move effectively eliminates 
the possibility of denuclearisation talks, with leader Kim Jong Un 
saying the country’s status as a nuclear state is now “irreversible”. 
Sept. 10: Swiss authorities announced that they have selected 
Nordlich Lagern, a site in northern Switzerland not far from the 
German border, to host a deep geological storage repository for 
radioactive waste. 

Sept. 10: Cate Blanchett won the Best Actress award at the Venice 
Film Festival. 

The best actor award was given to Ireland's Colin Farrell for his 
part in the tragicomedy The Banshee of Inisherin while All the 
Beauty and the Bloodshed. 

Sept. 10: Charles III was officially proclaimed king. 

Sept. 10: Spanish teenager Carlos Alcaraz claimed his maiden 
Grand Slam title at the US Open, becoming the youngest man to 
ascend to the world number one ranking. 

Sept. 11: Spanish writer Javier Marias, whose work has been 
translated into more than 40 languages in nearly 60 countries, 
died. 

Sept. 11: Iga Swiatek won the third Grand Slam title of her career 
with a maiden victory at the US Open, defeating Tunisia’s Ons 
Jabeur in straight sets. 

Sept. 12: President Joe Biden issued an executive order boosting 
the US biotech sector as part of his Cancer Moonshot initiative, 
which invokes the national effort to land a man on the Moon 60 
years ago. 

Sept. 13: Armenia and Azerbaijan reported nearly 100 troop deaths 
in their worst fighting since a 2020 war over the disputed Nagorno- 
Karabakh region. 

Sept. 13: Jean-Luc Godard, one of the most influential filmmakers 
of the 20th century and the father of the French New Wave, died. 
Sept. 14: Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson announced 
her resignation after an unprecedented right-wing and far-right 
bloc narrowly won the election. 

Sept. 15: Swiss tennis legend Roger Federer announced retirement. 
Sept. 15: Joao Lourenco was sworn in for a second term as 
President of Angola. 

Sept. 16: China's President Xi Jinping met his Turkish counterpart 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

Sept. 16: Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping looked to rally Asian leaders behind a new “international 
order” as they met for a summit aimed at challenging Westen 
influence. 

Sept. 17: Kazakhstan's president signed a law that limits 
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presidential mandates to a single seven-year term. 

Sept. 17: Kazakhstan reverted to the old name of the country's 
capital Nur-Sultan, ie. Astana. 

Sept. 18: Two Argentine pairs were crowned winners of the world 
tango championships. 

Sept. 18: At least 81 people were killed in clashes between 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

Sept. 18: Israeli archaeologists announced the "once-in-a-lifetime” 
discovery of a burial cave from the time of ancient Egyptian 
Pharaoh Rameses II. 

Sept. 18: Saul “Canelo” Alvarez retained his undisputed super- 
middleweight world title defeating Gennady Golovkin. 

Sept. 19: The royal family bade farewell to Queen Elizabeth II in an 
intimate ceremony inside the grounds of her beloved Windsor 
Castle. 

Sept. 19: An American engineer Mark Frerichs, who had been 
detained in Afghanistan since 2020, was released by the Taliban in 
exchange for Bashar Noorzai, an ally who had spent 17 years in a 
US jail for heroin smuggling. 

Sept. 19: Switzerland signed a contract to buy 36 US F-35 stealth 
fighter jets at a cost of more than six billion francs ($6.2 billion). 
Sept. 19: Typhoon Nanmadol, one of the biggest storms to hit 
Japan in years, caused record rainfall in the west of the country. 
Sept. 20: Russia and Ukraine agreed to swap 200 prisoners. 

Sept. 20: King Willem-Alexander opened the Dutch parliament and 
announced an 18-billion-euro ($18-billion) package of support for 
citizens facing soaring energy prices. 

Sept. 20: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres opened the annual 
General Assembly session. 

Sept. 20: A temporary ban on using saliva to shine cricket balls was 
made permanent by the International Cricket Council. 

Sept. 21: US President Joe Biden in his speech to the UN General 
Assembly made a fervent call for extending help to Pakistan where 
floods have caused huge devastation. 

Sept. 21: Habibullah Agha, a member of reclusive supreme leader 
Hibatullah Akhundzada's inner circle, was named the new 
education minister of Afghanistan. 

Sept. 21: President Vladimir Putin called up Russian military 
reservists, saying his promise to use all military means in Ukraine 
was “no bluff". 

Sept. 21: New York was declared the wealthiest city on the 
planet with 345,600 millionaires, including 737  centi- 
millionaires with wealth of USD 100 million or more and 59 
billionaires in dollar terms. 

Sept. 21: The Ballon d'Or organisers announced adding a 
humanitarian prize to this year's ceremony: Socrates the elegant. 
Sept. 22: Astronomers spotted a hot bubble of gas spinning 
Clockwise around the black hole at the centre of our galaxy at 
“mind blowing" speeds. 

Sept. 22: India's Supreme Court told the government to rein in TV 
channels that were spreading hate. 

Sept. 23: Hilary Mantel, the first British novelist to win the Booker 
Prize twice, died aged 70. 

Sept. 23: Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid affirmed his support for 
Palestinian statehood at the UN General Assembly. 

Sept. 23: Russia began referendums aimed at annexing four 
occupied regions of Ukraine. 

Sept. 24: Russia toughened penalties for voluntary surrender and 
refusal to fight with up to 10 years’ imprisonment. 

Sept. 24: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz visited Saudi Arabia and 
held talks with its Crown Prince at the start of a two-day Gulf tour. 
Sept. 24: Roger Federer bowed out of the international tennis 
arena. 

Sept. 25: The UAE agreed to an “energy security" deal with 
_ Germany to supply LNG and diesel. 

Sept. 25: The UN Human Rights Committee ruled that Australia 
violated the rights of indigenous people by failing to adequately 
protect them against the effects of climate change, ordering 
Canberra to pay compensation. 

Sept. 25: Australia's Jack Miller powered to an emphatic victory at 
the Japanese MotoGP. 

Sept. 25: Travis Smyth won the Asian Tour title. 

Sept. 25: Kenyan great Eliud Kipchoge beat his own world 
marathon record by 30 seconds, running 2hr 01min 9sec in Berlin. 
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Sept. 25: North Korea fired a ballistic missile. 

Sept. 26: The ‘International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
Plenipotentiary Conference (PP 22)' started in Romania. 

Sept. 26: Giorgia Meloni's Eurosceptic populist party Brothers of 
Italy, swept to victory in Italy's general elections. 

Sept. 26: Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a prominent Sunni scholar and 
spiritual leader of Egypt's outlawed Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, died aged 96. 

Sept. 26: President Putin granted Russian citizenship to US 
whistleblower Edward Snowden. 

Sept. 26: South Korea and the United States began their first 
combined naval exercise near the peninsula in five years. 

Sept. 26: The United States won the Presidents Cup for a ninth 
consecutive time. 

Sept. 27: Saudi Arabia's powerful crown prince Mohammed bin 
Salman was named prime minister, a post traditionally held by the 


bd 27: Nasa's DART spacecraft successfully slammed into a 

distant asteroid at hypersonic speed in the world’s first test of a 

planetary defense system, designed to prevent a_ potential 

doomsday meteorite collision with Earth. 

Sept. 28: North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles, just 

days ahead of a visit to South Korea by US Vice President Kamala 
s. 

Sept 29: North Korea fired two ballistic missiles, just hours after 

US Vice President Kamala Harris left South Korea. 

Sept. 29: India's Supreme Court ruled that all women could end 

their pregnancy up to 24 weeks from conception, abolishing 

restrictions placed on unmarried mothers. 4 

Sept. 29: Germany extended a 200-billion-euro ($194-billion) shield 

to protect households and businesses from skyrocketing power 

costs. 

Sept. 30: Women returned to Kuwait's national assembly as the 

opposition won a majority in the Gulf's only fully elected 

parliament. 

Sept. 30: Russian President Vladimir Putin annexed four parts of 

Ukraine occupied by his army. 

Sept. 30: The United States announced $810 million in new funding 

for Pacific Islands at a summit in Washington DC. 

Sept. 30: The navies of South Korea, the United States and Japan 

staged trilateral anti-submarine exercises for the first time in five 

years 

Oct. 01: Burkina Faso witnessed its second coup this year when 

junior officers toppled a junta leader Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba. 

Oct. 01: Germany's Defence Minister Christine Lambrecht made a 

surprise visit to Ukraine. 

Oct. OJ: Russia's Gazprom cut gas deliveries to Italy's Eni, blaming 

a transport problem in Austria. 

Oct. Ol: Flamboyant Japanese professional 

politician Antonio Inoki died aged 79. 

Oct. 01: United States crushed China to win their fourth straight 

women's basketball World Cup and 11th overall. 

Oct. 01: The Gas Interconnector Greece-Bulgaria (IGB), a 182- 

kilometre (113-mile) trans-boundary pipeline began pumping gas. 

Oct. 02: At least 174 people died at an Indonesian football stadium 

when thousands of angry home fans invaded the pitch and police 

responded with tear gas that triggered a stampede. 

Oct. 02: The defense ministers of the United States, Australia and 

Japan agreed to boost military cooperation in the face of China's 

growing ambitions "to shape the world around it”. 

Oct. 02: Nicaragua announced to deny entry to the ambassador 

appointed by the United States and sever diplomatic ties with the 

Netherlands. 

Oct. 02: Yoshihito Nishioka won the Korea Open for his second 

ATP title. 

Oct. 02: Red Bull's Sergio Perez won a rain-affected Singapore 

Grand Prix. 

Oct. 02: India clinched their first ever Twenty20 series against 

South Africa at home. 

Oct. 04: The UAE's first purpose-built Hindu temple opened in 

Dubai. 

Oct. 04: Former German chancellor Angela Merkel won the United 

Nations refugee agency's prestigious Nansen Award: 

Oct. 04: The EU announced it will scale up its economic assistance 


wrestler-turned- 
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of 30 million euros to the flood-affected people in Pakistan. 

Oct. 04: Saudi Arabia was chosen to host the 2029 Asian Winter 
Games. 

Oct. 05: Prolific writer and journalist Lee Yee, whose decades long 
career saw him transform from a pro-Beijing leftist to a champion 
of Hong Kong's young democracy activists, died. 

Oct. 05: The 13-nation OPEC, which is headed by Saudi Arabia, and 
its 10 allies led by Russia agreed to reduce output by two million 
barrels per day from November. 

Oct. 05: WTO lowered its global trade forecast for 2023 to 35 


percent. 

Oct. 05: Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, an ally of President 
Viadimir Putin, was granted the top rank of Colonel General in 
Russia's arn. 

Oct. 05: President Putin ordered his government to take over 
operations at Purope’s largest nuclear power station in the Russia- 


annexed region of Zaporizhzhia. 
Oct. 04: North Korea fired two ballistic missiles, claiming that its 


recent blitz of | sanctions-busting tests were necessary 
countermeasures against joint military drills by the United States 
and South Korea 


Oct. 06: The US Treasury placed a group of Myanmar arms dealers 
and their compamy Dynasty International on its sanctions blacklist. 
Oct. O7: The US President signed a new policy on drone attacks 
against terrorists across the world. 
Oct. O7: US and Philippine marines stormed a beach near a 
disputed rocky outcrop in the South China Sea as part of joint 
military drills involving more than 3,500 troops. 
Oct. 07: US President Joe Biden's administration released a new 
Arctic strategy. 
Oct. O07: The UN Human Rights Council agreed to monitor the 
nghts situation in Russia. 
Oct. 08: A truck exploded on Russia's bridge linking Crimea - a 
svmbo! of its annexation of the peninsula. 
Oct. 08: New York City Mayor Eric Adams declared a state of 
emergency to address a “crisis situation” over an influx of migrants. 
Oct. 08: The first minors were convicted under Hong Kong's 
national security law. 
Oct. 10: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
urgently) sought $65.8 million to help more than 650,000 refugees, 
mostly Afghan nationals, and members of their host communities 
affected by the recent devastating floods in Pakistan. 
Oct. 10: Malaysia’s prime minister dissolved parliament to Clear the 
wa) for snap elections. 
Oct 10: Harmanpreet Kaur became India’s first winner of the ICC 
Women's Player of the Month. 
Oct. 11: President Putin had a meeting with the Gulf state's 
President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
Oct. 11: The Palestinian group Hamas that rules Gaza revived 
relations with Syria. 
Oct. 1]: Nasa succeeded in deflecting an asteroid in a historic test 
of humanity's ability to stop an incoming cosmic object from 
devastating life on Earth 
Oct. 11: India Clinched their one-day series against South Africa. 
Oct 12: The UN General Assembly overwhelmingly voted to 
condemn Russia's annexation of parts of Ukraine after Moscow 
vetoed a similar effort in the Security Council. 
Oct. 12: The United States imposed visa restrictions against Taliban 
offidals and other individuals ‘responsible for repressing Afghan 
women and girls’. 
Oct. 13: The Biden administration released its US National Security 
Strategy 2022 which identifies China as ‘America’s most 
consequential geupoliucal Challenge’. 
Oct. 13: Iraqi lawmakers elected Abdel Latif Kashid as the country's 
new president, replaang Barham Saleh 
Oct. 13: Russia agreed to help residents leave a region it has 
“annexed”, 
Oct. 13: An Indian Supreme Court panel failed to rule on a ban on 
hijabs in schools, referring the matter to the Chict justice after a 
split decision. 
Oct. 13: North Korea test-fired a short-range ballistic missile and 
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flew nearly a dozen fighter jets close to the border with the South. 
Oct. 13: The Modi government scrapped a rule granting voting 
rights to new residents of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (1OJ&K). 

Oct. 14: Scottish actor Robbie Coltrane, who played Hagrid in the 
Harry Potter films, died aged 72. 

Oct. 14; India successfully tested a ballistic missile fired from its 
first indigenous nuclear-powered submarine. 

Oct. 15; Saudi Arabia announced $400 million in humanitarian aid 
for Ukraine. 

Oct. 15: India won their seventh Women’s Asia Cup title, beating Sri 
Lanka In the final. 

Oct. 15: Palestinian factions signed a reconciliation deal in Algiers, 
vowing to hold elections by next October, 

Oct. 16: Authorities in northern Iraq unveiled an “archaeological 
park" of 2,700-year-old carvings from the rule of the Assyrians. 

Oct. 16; China's Communist Party kicked off its twice-in-a-decade 
Congress, with President Xi Jinping calling for faster military 
growth, defending Beijing's “zero-Covid" approach, and refusing to 
rule out the use of force to take Taiwan. 

Oct. 16; Keegan Bradley claimed his first US PGA Tour title in four 
years when he won the Zozo Championship in Japan. 

Oct. 16: Spain's Alex Rins won the Australian MotoGP. 

Oct. 16: The IMF and the Tunisian government reached a tentative 
agreement to unblock a $1.9 billion loan. 

Oct. 17: Kenya's new president, William Ruto, dissolved Special 
Service Unit (SSU) which is accused of extrajudicial killings. 

Oct. 17: Qatar will stage the 2023 Asian Cup, the Asian Football 
Confederation said. 

Oct. 17: Sweden’ s parliament narrowly elected conservative leader 
Ulf Kristersson as prime minister of the country. 

Oct. 17: Kuwait’s crown prince swore in a reshuffled new 
government which is led by Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmed Nawaf 
al-Ahmed Al-Sabah — son of the country’s 85-year-old ruler. 

Oct. 17: The EU sanctioned Iran’s “morality” police for the fatal 
beating in custody of Mahsa Amini and other security forces for 
the repression of subsequent protests. 

Oct. 18: Former Test player Roger Binny was elected president of 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI. 

Oct. 18: India ruled out sending its cricket team to Pakistan for the 
next year's Asia Cup. 

Oct. 18; The World Health Summit concluded in Berlin where world 
leaders pledged $2.6 billion financial assistance for eradicating 
polio from the world. 

Oct. 18: The head of Germany's Federal Cyber Security Authomt 
(BSI), Arne Schoenbohm, was sacked after a TV show accused him 
of having ties to Russian intelligence services. 

Oct. 18: North korea unleashed a fresh artillery barrage into waters 
off its east and west coasts, targeting a maritime “buffer zone” set 
up in 2018 to reduce tensions. 

Oct. 18: Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilakas won this year's 
Booker prize for his novel “The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida’. 
Oct. 18: Sweden s new government named the 26-year-old Romuna 
Pourmokhtari as climate minister, the youngest person to lead a 
ministry in the country, 

Oct. 18: French cement giant Lafarge S\ announced pay a $778 
million fine to the US Justice Department for supporting terror 
groups including Islamic State during the Syrian civil war, 

Oct. 18: The Indian authorities barred Srinagar-based 
photojournalist: Sanna Irshad Mattoo from young: to the United 
States to receive her Pulitzer Prize. 

Oct. 18 France's Karim Benzema won this year's Ballon d'Or while 
Spain's Alexia Patellas retained the wouten’s prize. 

Oct. 18: Germany slapped Telegram with $5 million fine, 

Oct. 18: Robert Lewandowski received the award for last season's 
top goal scorer, renamed the Gerd Mueller Trophy, for the second 
straight year at the Ballon d'Or ceremony. 

Oct. 18; Australia announced that it would no longer recognise 
west Jerusalem as Israel's capital, 

Oct, 19; Russian President Vladimir Putin declared martial law in 
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four regions of Ukraine recently annexed by Moscow. 

Oct. 19: The European Parliament awarded the annual Sakharov 
Prize for human rights to “brave” Ukrainians. 

Oct. 19: Qatar became the first Middle Eastern country to receive 
Chinese giant pandas — Suhail and Soraya. 

Oct. 19: India’s Congress party appointed Mallikarjun Kharge, an 
octogenarian ex-minister, as its first president in 24 years not from 
the Gandhi dynasty, 

Oct. 19: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres chided India, 
during a visit to the country, over its human rights record. 

Oct. 19: Palestinian movement Hamas announced the restoration 
of relations with the Syrian government. 

Oct. 19: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone of a new airbase coming up in north Gujarat near the India- 
Pakistan border. 

Oct. 19: The 90th Interpol General Assembly, the supreme 
governing body of the world’s largest international police 
organization, opened in New Delhi. 

Oct. 20: Liz Truss announced her resignation as the British prime 
minister, becoming the shortest-serving political leader in the UK's 
history. 

Oct. 20: Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr scrapped a deal 
to buy aircraft from Russia and said that the country will acquire 
heavy-lift military helicopters from the United States. 

Oct. 21: French President Emmanuel Macron announced to 
withdraw from the Energy Charter Treaty,” a 1994 treaty that had 
the effect of protecting investment in fossil fuels. 

Oct. 21: EU leaders held their summit in Brussels where they held 
three hours of strategic talks on the 27-nation bloc's approach to 
China as President Xi Jinping tightens his grip over an ever more 
assertive Beijing. 

Oct 21: Far-right leader Giorgia Meloni was named Italian prime 
minister, becoming the first woman to head a government in Italy. 
Oct. 21: The Competition Commission of India fined Google more 
than $160 million after a probe found the tech behemoth was 
abusing its commanding position in the local smart phone market. 
Oct 21: The EU imposed sanctions against three Iranian generals 
and an arms firm accused of supplying Iranian drones to Russia 
Oct 23: The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) elected Xi as its general secretary for a precedent-breaking 
third five-year term The CPC also named a seven-member 
Politburo Standing Committee (PSC) led by Xi, its inner circle of 
power dominated by the party leader's allies. 

Oct. 23: Slovenians voted in close presidential elections. 

Oct 23: The Israeli government confirmed Major General Herzi 
Halevi, a former military intelligence head who led forces along the 
Gaza border, as the country’s next military chief. 

Oct 23: The Istanbul Declaration was adopted at the 12th Islamic 
Conference of Information Ministers which was held in Istanbul. 
Oct. 23: New Zealand's Lydia Ko captured her 18th LPGA Tour title. 
Oct 23: Red Bull owner Dietrich Mateschitz, a giant in the world of 
energy drinks and founder of the Formula One team and a sports 
empire, died aged 78. 

Oct 24: World champion Max Verstappen won a record-equalling 
13th win this year at the United States Grand Prix. 

Oct 24: Rishi Sunak was named as the Conservatives’ new leader. 
Oct. 25: Amou Haji, an Iranian man nicknamed the “dirtiest 
man in the world” for not taking a shower for decades, died at 
the age of 94. 

Oct. 25: Conservative Party Jeader Kishi Sunak made history by 
becoming the first Hindu and first non-white person of Pakistan 
and Indian origin to become the British prime minister. 

Oct. 26: The UN's World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said 
that methane concentrations in the atmosphere made their biggest 
ever registered increase in 2021. 
Oct. 26: Russian President Viadimir Putin surveyed drills carried 
out by his nuclear-capable forces. 
Oct. 27: American rock pioneer Jerry Lee Lewis died at the age of 87. 
Oct. 27: The BCCI announced that India's international women 
cricketers will be paid the same match fee as the men. 


488 | All in One - Book XIV 


Oct. 27: Israel and Lebanon struck a US-brokered maritime border 
agreement that opens up lucrative offshore gas fields for the 
neighbours that remain technically at war. 

Oct. 27: The Pentagon released its National Defence Strategy which 
says that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine highlights the “acute 
threats” posed by Moscow, but China is the most consequential 
challenge for the United States. 

Oct. 27: Iraqi lawmakers approved a new government after a year- 
long crisis. 

Oct. 28: Elon Musk took ownership of Twitter Inc. He immediately 
sacked Chief Executive Parag Agrawal, Chief Financial Officer Ned 
Segal and legal affairs and policy chief Vijaya Gadde. 

Oct. 28: North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles. 

Oct. 29: At least 149 people were killed in a crush when a huge 
crowd celebrating Halloween surged into an alley in a nightlife area 
of the South Korean capital Seoul. 

Oct. 29: Misuzulu Zulu was formally enthroned as the head of 
South Africa's most influential traditional monarchy. 

Oct. 29: Switzerland's Rhaetian Railway (RhB) broke the world 
record for the longest passenger train when its 1,910-metre train, 
composed of 25 separable multiple-unit trains, or 100 coaches, 
travelled through the Alps in the eastern Swiss canton of 
Graubunden. It wound through 22 helical tunnels and crossing 48 
bridges along the way, including the majestic Landwasser Viaduct, 
towering 65 metres over the ravine below. 

Oct. 29: Poland picked US firm Westinghouse to build its first 
nuclear power station. 

Oct. 30: Algeria hosted Arab League summit, the first since a string 
of normalisation deals with Israel that have divided the region. 

Oct. 30: Triathlete Shachar Sagiv became the first Israeli athlete to 
compete in Saudi Arabia. 

Oct. 31: Red Bull's Max Verstappen claimed a record 14th victory of 
the Formula One season by winning the Mexico Grand Prix. 

Oct. 31: Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva became the President of Brazil for 
the third time after defeating Jair Bolsonaro 

Oct. 31: The International Criminal Court gave its chief prosecutor 
the green light to continue a probe into atrocities committed in 
Afghanistan. 

Nov. 01: New Twitter head Elon Musk announced that the site will 
charge $8 per month to verify users’ accounts. 

Nov. 01: An international team of astronomers announced the 
discovery of a large asteroid whose orbit crosses that of the Earth, 
creating a small chance far in the future of a catastrophic collision. 
Nov. 02: Wilson Kiprugut Chuma, the middle distance runner who 
became Kenya's first Olympic medallist at the 1964 Tokyo Games, 
died. 

Nov. 02: Denmark’s left-wing Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen 
won a narrow election victory. 

Nov. 02: North Korea fired at least 23 missiles into the sea 

Nov. 03: Former prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his nght- 
wing allies secured a majority in the country's general elections. 
Nov. 03: Canada ordered three Chinese companies to divest their 
stakes in Canadian rare earth minerals Companies, citing “national 
security” reasons. 

Nov, 03: The Bank of England announced its biggest interest rate 
hike since 1989 to combat sky-high inflation 

Nov. 03: Russia and Ukraine exchanged 107 servicemen each 

Nov. 03: Brazil's Rebeca Andrade grabbed all around gold at the 
World Gymnastics Championships. 

Nov. 05: Iran announced the successful test flight of a rocket 
capable of propelling satellites into space, three months after 
launching a satellite with the help of Russia 

Nov. 05: North Korea fired four ballistic missiles as hundreds of US 
and South Korean warplanes including B-1B heavy bombers 
participated in the Vigilant Storm exercise, 

Nov, 05; lean scooped up six gold and two silver medals to lift the 
4th Combaxx Asian Open International Taekwondo Seniors Trophy, 
Nov, O06: Tanzanian film “Tug of War’, about love and politics 
during the final years of British colonial Zanzibar, won the Tanit 
d Or at Tunisia’ s prestigious Carthage Film Festival. 

Nov. OG: Nurses across the UK voted to strike in their first national 
action over a pay dispute. 
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Nov. 06: Francesco Bagnaia claimed the MotoGP world crown in the 
season-ending Valencia Grand Prix. 

Nov. 06: Gemma Dryburgh became the first Scot to win on the 
LPGA Tour since 2011. 

Nov. 06: China's Wei Xiaoyuan retained the uneven bars title at the 
World Gymnastics Championships. 

Nov. 06: The UN's COP27 climate summit kicked off in Sharm F1- 
Sheikh, Egypt. 

Nov. 06: Shyam Saran Negi, the man dubbed ‘India's first voter’ 
died at the age of 105. 

Nov. 07: The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) released 
its provisional estimates of ‘State of the Global Climate in 
2022° report according to which extreme heatwaves, drought 
and devastating flooding have affected millions and cost 
billions this year. 

Nov. 07: Zimbabwe announced the launch of its first nano-satellite, 
dubbed ZIMSAT-1, into space. 

Nov. 07: Danish teenager Holger Rune shocked six-time champion 
Novak Djokovic to clinch his first Masters title in Paris. 

Nov. 08: Norway’s Princess Martha Louise relinquished her royal 
duties in order to focus on her alternative medicine business with 
her fiancé. However, ‘in accordance with the king's wishes, the 
princess will keep her title’. 

Nov. 08: The US Powerball jackpot grew to a mind-boggling $2.3 
billion - the largest prize in world history. 

Nov. 08: England's Charlotte Edwards and West Indies great 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul were inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of 
Fame. 

Nov. 08: UAE and Egypt agreed to develop one of the world's 
largest wind farms in a deal struck on the sidelines of the UN's 
COP27 climate summit in Sharm el-Sheikh. The 10-gigawatt (GW) 
onshore wind project in Egypt will produce 47,790 GWh of clean 
energy annually once it is completed. 

Nov. 09: The IMF reached a preliminary agreement with 
Bangladesh to provide a support package worth $4.5 billion. 

Nov. 09: Singapore passed legislation empowering authorities to 
order social media platforms Facebook, TikTok and others to 
remove “egregious content” such as those promoting self-harm, 
sexual exploitation, terrorism and hate. 

Nov. 09: Russian Defence Minister Sergei Sholgu ordered his troops 
to withdraw from the occupied Ukrainian city of Kherson. 

Nov. 09: Facebook owner Meta announced to lay off more than 
11,000 of its staff - 13 percent of the social media titan's workforce. 
Nov. 09: Chinese dissident Bao Tong, a top Communist Party 
official imprisoned in the wake of the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
protests who became a vocal critic of Beijing, died at 90 years. 

Nov. 10: An Iranian Revolutionary Guards General Amirali 
Hajizadeh claimed that the Islamic republic has developed a 
hypersonic missile capable of penetrating all defence systems. 

Nov. 10: Paula Leung, a Hong Konger who waved a colonial-era flag 
while watching a public broadcast of the Tokyo Olympics, became 
the first person to be jailed for insulting China ‘s national anthem. 
Nov. 10: The EU announced that it will not recognise Russian 
passports issued in regions of Ukraine annexed by Moscow. 

Nov. 11: In his address to the COP 27, President Joe Biden vowed 
that the United States was on track to slash its carbon emissions, 
urging all nations to ramp up their own efforts to avert 
Calastrophic global warming. 

Nov. 11: An auction of paintings and sculptures from the 
collection of Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen fetched a record $1.6 
billion over two days. 

Nov. 11: The UN unveiled a satellite-based system - Methane Alert 
and Response System (MAKS) - to detect methane emissions as part 
of efforts to cut down on the major contributor to global warming. 
Nov, 1]; Southeast Asian leaders agreed to allow Last Timor to join 
the 10-nation ASEAN regional bloc. 

Nov, 11: India's Supreme Court ordered the release of six people 
convicted over the assassination of former prime minister Kajiv 
Gandhi. 

Nov. 11: Burkina Faso's new legislative assembly opened. 

Nov, 12; Turkey appointed Sakir Ozkan Torunlar, a veteran 
diplomat who had served as Turkey ‘s consul general in Jerusalem 
between 2010 and 2014, as its ambassador to Israel. 
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Nov. 12: New Zealand's Greg Barclay was re-elected unopposed as 
independent chairman of the International Cricket Council. 

Nov. 12: This year's midterm elections in the United States proved 
to be historic for the Muslim community in America with 82 
Muslim candidates sweeping local, state, federal and even judicial 
seats In 25 states. 

Nov, 13: G20 health and finance ministers launched a $1.4-billion 
fund to tackle the next global pandemic. 

Nov, 13: Against all predictions, Democrats will retain control of 
the US Senate for the next two years, as results showed. The 100- 
seat Senate is now evenly divided (50-50) between the Democrats 
and Republicans, but Vice President Kamala H arris’s tie-breaking 
vote gives the Democrats a majority. 

Nov. 13: England edged Pakistan by five wickets to win the 
Twenty20 World Cup and become the sport's first dual white-ball 
champions, holding both the 50 and 20-over titles. 

Nov. 13: Mehran Karimi Nasseri, an Iranian man who lived for 18 
years in Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Airport and whose saga loosely 
inspired the Steven Spielberg film The Terminal died in the airport 
that he long called home. 

Nov. 13; Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese held a 
“positive” meeting with Chinese premier Li Keqiang. 

Nov. 13: The summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
was held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Nov. 13: The first phase of Bahrain's parliamentary elections 
was held. 

Nov. 13: American Brandon Nakashima beat Czech Jiri Lehecka to 
lift the Next Gen ATP Finals tennis trophy in Milan. 

Nov. 13: Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi ratified a prisoner exchange 
treaty with Belgium. 

Nov. 14: Germany announced to nationalize a former subsidiary of 
Russian energy giant Gazprom. 

Nov. 14: The US administration cancelled its $0.4 million training 
contract with the AmmoDump Kwenia Shooting Range in Magadi 
where noted journalist Arshad Sharif was killed. 

Nov. 14: Switzerland women beat Australia to win the Billie Jean 
King Cup for the first time. 

Nov. 14: Afghanistan's supreme leader Mullah Hibatullah 
Akhundzada ordered judges to fully enforce aspects of Islamic law 
that include public executions, stoning and flogging, and the 
amputation of limbs for thieves. 

Nov. 14: Britain and France signed a new deal under which the 
former agreed to pay the latter another 72.2 million euros to 
prevent migrant boat crossings in the English Channel 

Nov. 14: US President Joe Biden and his Chinese counterpart Ni 
Jinping had their first face-to-face talks since the former's 
inauguration, in Bali, Indonesia. 

Nov. 15: The global population hit the eight billion mark. 

Nov. 15: G20, a group of the world’s 20 leading economies, held 
its summit in Bali, Indonesia. 

Nov. 15: UN General Assembly voted to adopt a resolution that 
held Russia accountable for violating international law when it 
invaded Ukraine and obliged it to pay war reparations. 

Nov. 15: Ivory Coast announced to withdraw from the UN's 
peacekeeping operations in troubled Mali. 

Nov. 16: NASA launched Artemis: Moon mission 

Nov, 20: FIFA world cup 2022 kicked off in Qatar. 

Nov, 21; Earth quake of magnitude 5.6 struck Indonesia. 

Nov, 23: Famous tennis player Novak Djokovic won 6th ATP 
Finals singles title. 

Novy. 24: Cristiano Ronaldo becomes first male player to score 
in Five World cups after scoring goals in FIFA World Cup 2022. 
Nov, 24: Anwar Ibrahim sworn tn as Malaysia's new Prime-Minister. 
Nov. 25; Qatar signed longest gas deal with China for 27 years. 
Nov, 28: [x Comoros President Ahmed Abdullah Sambi has 
been given life sentence over Passport Scandal. 

Nov. 28: WHO changes the name of monkey pox disease to 
MPpoOX. 

Nov. 30: Former Chinese president Jiang Zemin who guided 
China's rise died. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (MCQs) 


JAN 01, 2022 — NOV 30, 2022 
Note: Answers are Bold and /falic 


NATIONAL 
2022 
1. On Jan. 07, Justice Ali Zia Bajwa, a judge of the _____- High Court ruled that if a marriage is 
solemnised without spending the Iddat period, it can be called irregular but can't be annulled. 
(a) Islamabad (b) Sindh (c) Lahore (d) Peshawar 
2. On Jan. 12, the Henley Passport Index 2022 ranked the Pakistani passport as the ____- worst 
passport for international travel. 
(a) Third (b) Fourth (c) Fifth (d) Sixth 


3. The Finance (Supplementary) Bill, 2021, the mini-budget and the State Bank of Pakistan 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, sailed through the National Assembly on _____-. 


(a) Jan. 13 (b) Jan. 14 (c) Jan. 15 (d) Jan. 16 

4. On Jan. 13, Islamic Finance News (IFN), an arm of RED money Group, ___--- , declared the SBP as the 
best central bank of 2021 across the world in promoting Islamic finance. 
(a) Turkey (c) Malaysia (c) Iran (d) Indonesia 


5. On Jan. 13, the Council of Common Interests, during its 49th meeting, approved the conduct of 
Population and Housing Census. 


(a) Sixth (b) Seventh (c) Eighth (d) Ninth 

6. | PMIK launched the public version of the National Security Policy on ______. 
(a) Jan. 12 (b) Jan. 14 (c) Jan. 15 (d) Jan. 16 

7 On. , Pakistan assumed chairmanship of the Group of 77 and China (G-77) for the year 2022. 
(a) Jan. 12 (b) Jan. 13 (c) Jan. 14 (d) Jan.15 

8. On Jan. 15, President Alvi granted his approval to the Finance (Supplementary) Bill 2022 under 
Article ______ of the Constitution. 
(a) 58 (b) 65 (c) 70 (d) 75 

9. On Jan. 17, PM Imran Khan inaugurated the Pakistan Digital City Special Technology Zone in ______. 
(a) Mansehra (b) Peshawar (c) Haripur (d) Islamabad 

10. On Jan. 17, the Supreme Court announced judgement for the affectees of ______ Dam after 60 years, 
rejecting WAPDA's plea. 
(a) Mohmand Dam (b) Tarbela (c) Hub Dam (d) Rawal Dam 

11. Justice Ayesha Malik took oath as the first female judge of the Supreme Court on ______. 
(a) Jan. 22 (b) Jan. 24 (c) Jan. 26 (d) Jan. 28 

12. Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) Tughril, the first of four Type 054-A/P, multi-role frigates, was inducted 
into Pakistan Navy on ______. 
(a) Jan. 24 (b) Jan. 25 (c) Jan. 26 (d) Jan. 27 

13. Pakistan has been ranked at ______ position out of 180 countries on this year's Corruption 
Perception Index of Transparency International. 
(a) 135th (b) 140th (c) 144th (d) 147th 

14. Pakistan has lost ______ spots over the last year's CPI. 
(a) 12 (b) 14 (c) 16 (d) 18 

15. On Jan. 28, the Senate of Pakistan passed the State Bank of Pakistan Amendment Bill by a majority 
a votes to 42 of opposition. 
(a) 43 (b) 45 (c) 47 (d) 51 

16. On Jan. 31, a massive, three billion tonne coal deposits were discovered in ______. 
(a) Tharparkar (b) Chagai > (c) Jacobabad (d) Dadu 

17. - chi 01, the ______ Police posted Ayesha Khan as first assistant inspector general (AIG) Gender 

quality. 

(a) Punjab , (b) KP (c) Sindh (d) Balochistan 

18. On-_____. , the Executive Board of the IMF approved the completion of the Sixth Review and release 
of $1 billion tranche for Pakistan. 
(a) Jan. 31 (b) Feb. 01 (c) Feb, 02 (d) Feb. 03 

19. On Feb. 02, Justice Umar Ata Bandial took the oath of office as the ______ Chief Justice of Pakistan. 
(a) 25th (b) 26th ' (c) 27th (d) 28th 
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, Pakistan and China inked the framework agreement on industrial cooperation under the 


20. On __---- 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 
(a) Feb. 01 (b) Feb. 02 (c) Feb. 03 (d) Feb. 04 
21. PM Imran Khan met with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of People on ___-_-. 
(a) Feb. 04 (b) Feb. 06 (c) Feb. 07 (d) Feb. 08 
22, On Feb. 09, the ECP disqualified ruling PTI Senator, and former MNA and federal minister, Faisal 
Vawda under Article ____-- in a dual citizenship case. 
(a) 62(1MN (b) 62(1)(2) (c) 62(1)(h) (d) 63(1)(a) 
23. On Feb. 12, Pakistan's first Centre of Excellence in Robotic Surgery and Training was inaugurated at 
the Sindh Institute of Urology & Transplantation in ______. 
(a) Jamshoro (b) Karachi (c) Nawabshah (d) Hyderabad 
24. On Feb. 14, the _---- acquitted the brother of model and social media star Oandeel Baloch in her 
“honour” killing case. 
(a) SC (b) IHC (c) LHC (d) None of these 
25. PM Imran Khan started his historic visit to Russia on _____.. 
(a) Feb. 20 (b) Feb. 21 (c) Feb, 22 (d) Feb. 23 
26. On Feb. 16, Punjab and the US state of _____- were formally declared ‘Sister States’. 
(a) New York (b) Ohio (c) Pennsylvania (d) California 


27. On Feb. 17, President Dr Arif Alvi conferred Hilal-e-Pakistan on American technologist and 
philanthropist Bill Gates in recognition of his services to the people of Pakistan, particularly for the 


eradication of ______. 
(a) Dengue (b) Malaria (c) Polio (d) Leprosy 

28. On Feb. 18, the SBP issued a commemorative coin of Rs70 to mark the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and ______. 
(a) Italy (b) Germany (c) China (d) Russia 

29. On Feb. 20, ____-- Dhabi Group announced to invest more than Rs60 billion in an iconic 
construction project in Lahore. 
(a) Turkey's (b) Saudi Arabia's (c) Malaysia's (d) UAE's 

30. On _____- . President Alvi signed two ordinances to introduce changes to the Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act, (PECA) 2016, and the Elections Act, 2017. 
(a) Feb. 18 (b) Feb. 19 (c) Feb. 20 (d) Feb. 21 

31. On Feb. 21, the 11th Round of Pakistan-Australia, Defence and Security Talks and 8th Round of 1.5 
Track Security Dialogue was held in______. 
(a) Islamabad (b) Rawalpindi (c) Canberra (d) Sydney 

32. The bank that held the secret accounts revealed, on Feb. 21, in 'Suisse Secrets' was ______- 
(a) Credit Suisse (b) Vontobel (c) CIM Bank (d) PostFinance 

33. On Feb. 23, the Islamabad High Court prohibited the government from arresting people under 
Section ______ of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act Ordinance, 2022. 
(a) 14 (b) 17 (c) 18A (d) 20 

34. On Feb. 24, the US Federal Reserve Board announced a penalty against the ______. 
(a) MCB (b) HBL (c) NBP (d) Bank Alfalah 

35. On Feb. 25, ina first, two Hindu officers - Dr Kailash Kumar and Dr Anil Kumar - were promoted to 
the rank of ______ in the Pakistan Army. 
(a) Captain (b) Major (c) Brigadier (d) Lt. Col. 

36. On Mar. 01, Punjab cabinet unanimously reserved a _____- job quota for South Punjab. 
(a) 20pe (b) 32pc (c) 40pe (d) 45pc 

37. On Mar. O1, the Islamabad High Court set the legal age for marrying off a girl at ___ years. 
(a) 18 (b) 19 (c) 20 (d) None of these 

38. On Mar. 0J, Pakistan Navy once again thwarted an attempt by Indian submarine _____ to enter 
Pakistani waters. 
(a) Khanderi (b) Karanj (c) Shishumar (d) Kalvari 

39. On Mar. 03, the UN Fnvironment Assembly Bureau elected SAPM on Climate Change, Malik Amin 
Aslam, as its __.___. 
(a) Vice President (b) Secretary-General (c) DG (d) Focal Person 

40. On Mar. 04, the K-3 unit of —_____ megawatts Karachi Nuclear Power Plant: was successfully 
connected to the national grid. 
(a) 1,000 (b) 1,100 (c) 1,500 (d) 1,800 

41. On Mar, 07, Ahmad Nawaz became _____~ president of the Oxford Union from Pakistan. 
(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 

42. Pakistan's first-ever National Gender Policy Framework was launched on _____-. 
(a) Mar. 05 (b) Mar. 06 (c) Mar. 07 (d) Mar. 08 
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43. On Mar. 11, PM Imran Khan inducted the latest J-10C fighter aircraft, which Pakistan has received 


from ______ , in its Air Force fleet. 
(a) Turkey (b) France (c) Japan (d) ‘China 

44. On Mar. 15, the UN adopted a resolution, proposed by the OIC and Pakistan to designate ______ as 
the International Day to Combat Islamophobia. 
(a) Mar, 12 (b) Mar. 13 (c) Mar. 14 (d) Mar. 15 

45. Hanna Lake is located in Urak Valley in the province of ______. 
(a) KP (b) Punjab (c) Balochistan (d) Sindh 

46. According to Article 95 (1) of the Constitution, a resolution for a vote of no-confidence must be 
moved by not less than ___-_- per centum of the total membership of the National Assembly. 
(a) 20 (b) 25 (c) 33 (d) 50 

47. OnMar. 17, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, Azam Khan, was nominated as __ executive director. 
(a) WTO (b) IMF (c) World Bank (d) UNHCR 

48. On Mar. 18, Prof. Dr Tariq Rafi was appointed Chairman ______ Higher Education Commission. 
(a) Balochistan (b) Sindh (c) Punjab (d) KP 

49. On Mar. 20, the Government of Pakistan awarded the development contract of the Reko Diq project 
toa ______ company Barrick Gold. 
(a) Turkish (b) Australian (c) Chilean (d) Canadian 

50. The 48th session of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation Council of Foreign Ministers 
commenced in Islamabad on _____- with the theme “Partnering for Unity, Justice and Development”, 
(a) March 20-22 (b) March 22-23 (c) March 23-24 (d) March 23-25 


51. The issue of Pakistani woman Sumaira Rehman, who spent four years in Bangalore jail for no fault 
of hers, was raised in the Senate of Pakistan by ______. 


(a) Sherry Rehman (b) Shibli Faraz (c) Irfan Siddiqui (d) Raza Rabbani 

52. On _____., E-passport facility was introduced to make available online visa to residents of 191 countries. 

’ (a) Mar. 28 (b) Mar. 30 (c) Mar. 31 (d) Apr. 01 

53. On______ , Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Asad Umar announced closure 
of National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC). 
(a) Mar. 28 (b) Mar. 30 (c) Mar. 31 (d) Apr. 01 

54. On Mar. 31, as many as 195 nations during the FIFA Congress in ______ voted in favour of restoring 
Pakistan's membership. 
(a) Geneva (b) Beijing (c) Stockholm (d) Doha 

55. On Apr. 01, the latest Labour Force Survey revealed the PTI government created ______ jobs in its 
first three years of power 
(a) 5.0 million (b) 5.5 million (c) 6.0 million (d) 6.5 million 


56. The second two-day Islamabad Security Dialogue under the theme ‘Comprehensive Security and 
Imagining International Cooperation’ kicked off on ______ : 


(a) Apr. O1 (b) Apr. 02 (c) Apr. 03 (d) None of these 

57. On ______ , the National Assembly deputy speaker rejected the no-confidence resolution, filed by the 
opposition against PMIK, after declaring it unconstitutional. 
(a) March 31 (b) Apr. 01 (c) Apr. 02 (d) Apr. 03 


58. On Apr. 03, President Alvi dissolved the National Assembly on an advice of PMIK in terms 
of the Constitution. 


(a) Article 56 (b) Article 58 (2)(b) (c) Article 58 (1) (d) Article 63(a) 

59. On Apr. 04, Pakistani vocalist Arooj Aftab became the first Pakistani to win a Grammy, when she 
won the prestigious trophy for her song ___--- in the Best Global Performance category. 
(a) Tishnagi (b) Mohabbat (c) Sufiana (d) Nazrana 

60. On______ , a five-member bench of the apex court, headed by Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial, declard 
the ruling of NA deputy speaker of Apr. 03 as contrary to the Constitution and of no legal effect. 
(a) Apr. 04 (b) Apr. 05 (c) Apr. 06 (d) Apr. 07 


61. On Apr. 08, the sixth meeting of the Joint Working Group on Industrial Cooperation between 
Pakistan and China was held in______. 


(a) Islamabad (b) Lahore (c) Beijing (d) Shanghai 

62. On Apr. 08, the ______ High Court declared the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca), 2016, 
Ordinance "unconstitutional." 
(a) Peshawar (b) Islamabad (c) Sindh (d) Lahore 


63. On Apr. 09, the no-confidence resolution against PM Imran Khan remained successful with ___--- 
votes, making him the first prime minister of Pakistan falling victim to no-confidence. : 
(a) 172 (c) 173 (c) 174 (d) 177 
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On Apr. 11, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif was elected as the ______ Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

(a) 21st (b) 22nd (c) 23rd (d) 27th 

On Apr. 12, the federal government appointed Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput as the new chief 
secretary of_____-. 

(a) Punjab (b) KP (c) Balochistan (d) Sindh 

AJK Prime Minister Sardar Abdul Qayyum Niazi resigned from his office on ______. 

(a) Apr. 11 (b) Apr. 12 (c) Apr. 13 (d) Apr. 14 

The proceedings of no-confidence against PM Khan was overseen by ______ in the chair as Speaker. 
(a) Ayaz Sadiq (b) Amjad Ali Khan (c) Qasim Suri (d) Asad Qaisar 

On Apr. 16, Hamza Shehbaz was elected as the new Chief Minister of Punjab, by securing ______ votes. 
(a) 174 (b) 181 (c) 192 (d) 197 

On Apr. 19, _.___ administered oath to the 33-member federal cabinet. 

(a) President (b) CJP (c) Speaker NA (d) Chairman Senate 
Muslim US Congresswoman, Somalia-born IIhan Abdullah Omar, who recently visited Pakistan, isa 
member of the US House of Representatives from _____- 5th district. 

(a) Minnesota's (b) Iowa's (c) Florida's (d) Indianas'’ 

On Apr. 22, Dr Amjad Saqib, a Pakistani philanthropist and founder of the country's largest interest- 
free microfinance programme ______ , Was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

(a) Aasra (b) Sayeban (c) Shafqat (d) Akhuwat 

Attack on Karachi University was carried out by______ , a female member of outlawed Balochistan 
Liberation Army, 

(a) Farida Mengal (b) Shari Baloch (c) Mariam Bugti (d) None of these 

On Apr. 27, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari became the____-- - and the youngest ever - 
foreign minister of Pakistan. 

(a) 37th (b) 38th (c) 39th (d) 44th 

On Apr. 27, the federal government appointed ______ as FBR chairman. 

(a) Salman Aziz (b) Dr Asad Khan (c) Shahzad Sharif (d) Asim Ahmad 

The Federal Shariat Court gave its historical verdict in Riba case on _____-. 

(a) Apr. 28 (b) Apr. 29 (c) Apr. 30 (d) May 01 

On May 02, the _____- government, for the first time, imposed a 10-year ban on commercial fishing 
in the provincial waters. 

(a) Punjab (b) Sindh (c) KP (d) Balochistan 

Pakistan has been ranked ______ on a list of 180 countries on the 2022 World Press Freedom Index. 
(a) 144th (b) 147th (c) 154th (d) 157th 

On May 07, a massive Glacial Lake Outburst Flood occurred in Hunza's Hassanabad village after the lake 
formed over the _____- Glacier started discharging 5,000 cusecs water owing to premature melting. 

(a) Gulmit (b) Shisper (c) Minapin (d) Ultar 

On ______ , Water & Power Development Authority (Wapda) Chairman Lt Gen (R) Muzammil Hussain 
tendered his resignation. , 

(a) May 02 (b) May 04 (c) May 05 (d) May 07 

The first case of Omicron sub-variant BA.2.12.1 was detected in Pakistan on ______. 

(a) May 07 (b) May 08 (c) May 09 (d) May 10 

On ______ , Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif directed the restoration of the National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC). 

(a) May 09 (b) May 10 (c) May 11 (d) May 12 

On May 14, UNCCD's 'Global Land Outlook' report listed Pakistan among __-__- countries which are 
facing drought emergencies over the past two years. 

(a) 20 (b) 23 (c) 25 (da) 30 

On ______ , Abdul Joshi from Hunza raised Pakistan's flag at 8,849 metres, atop Mt. Everest. 

(a) May 16 . (b) May 17 (c) May 18 (d) May 19 

OB ccswens , the Supreme Court held that the votes of defecting lawmakers shall not be counted, and 
must be disregarded. 

(a) May 15 (b) May 16 (c) May 17 (ad) May 18 

On May 20, NA Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf declared dissident PTI member ____ as the opposition leader. 
(a) Raja Riaz (b) Noor Alam (c) Wajiha Swati (d) None of these 

On May 21, ______ Planning Commission Dr M, Jehanzeb Khan resigned. 

(a) Chief Economist (b) DG (c) Chairman (d) Deputy Chairman 

On May 23, CJP Justice Umar Ata Bandial was named among the top 100 most influential people of 
2022, in a list released by ______ Magazine. 

(a) Atlantic (b) Forbes (c) Economist (d) Times 
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88. The current Chairman of the National Command and Operations Center (NCOC) is ______. 


(a) Lt Gen Hamood uz Zaman (b) Dr Ashfaq Ahmed 
(c) Abdul Qadir Patel (d) Dr Faisal Sultan 
89. On May 23, a dissident MNA of PTI, ------ was elected unopposed as the chairman of Public 
. _ Accounts Committee of National Assembly. 
(a) Ramesh Kumar (b) Raja Riaz (c) Amjad Khosa (da) Noor Alam 
90. On May 25, Pakistan and _____- decided to form a joint working group to explore opportunities for 
bilateral cooperation in the health sector. 
(a) Afghanistan (b) Sri Lanka (c) Iran (d) India 
91. 0D smc ,.Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif announced a monthly relief package for 14 million poor 
families of the country. 
(a) May 27 (b) May 28 (c) May 29 \ (d) May 30 


92. The Pakistani movie that has won the Cannes ‘Queer Palm' prize for best LGBT, ‘queer’ or feminist 
themed movie is ____--. 


(a) Family Pack (b) Bol (c) Real Love (d) Joyland 
93. On May 29, local government elections were held in 32 of Balochistan's ______ districts. 
(a) 33 (b) 34 (c) 36 (d) 40 


94. The number of Pakistani entrepreneurs that have made their way to the Forbes '30 Under 30' Asia 
list for 2022 is ______. 


(a) Four (b) Five (c) Seven (d) Eight 

95. On May 30, President Alvi approved the appointment of Muhammad Balighur Rehman as the _____- 
governor of Punjab. , 
(a) 36th (b) 39” (c) 43rd (d) 46th. 

96. On May 30, Pakistan's ______ was appointed to the House of Lords as a non-party political peer. 
(a) Namira Saleem (b) Hina Jilani (c) Parveen Sarwar (d) Shaista Gohir 

97. On May 30, India and Pakistan began their mandatory talks over the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty 
in______. 
(a) New Delhi (b) Amritsar (c) Lahore (d) Islamabad 


98. On June 01, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Pakistan appointed acclaimed 


actor ______ as its ‘National Goodwill Ambassador’. 
(a) Adnan Siddiqi (b) Humayun Saeed (c) Fahad Mustafa (d) Fawad Khan 

99. On June 02, the first plenary of the Stockholm+50 meetings on behalf of the G77 and China was 
held in______. 
(a) Lahore (b) Karachi (c) Gwadar (d) Islamabad 

100. On June 04, the Federal Shariat Court set up its bench in the Sindh High Court ______ building. 
(a) Hyderabad (b) Sukkur (c) Larkana (d) Karachi 

101. As per Pakistan Economic Survey 2021-22, the country's GDP growth stood at ______ percent for the 
outgoing fiscal year. 
(a) 4.87 (b) 4.99 (c) 5.69 (d) 5.97 

102. The outlay of the Federal budget for FY2022-23 is _____. 
(a) Rs8.5 trillion (b) Rs9.5 trillion (c) Rs10.5 trillion ~ (d) Rs11.5 trillion 

103. On June_______ , 2022, the first phase of elections to local bodies took place in 14 districts of Sindh. 
(a) 24 (b) 25 (c) 26 (d) None of these 

104. On June 26, COAS Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa was conferred with the ______ Medal, the highest award of 
Saudi Arabia. 
(a) King Abdulaziz (b) King Fahad (c) King Saud (d) None of these 

105. On June 27, 21-year-old Ahmed Nawaz, surviver of 2014 APS terrorist attack was elected president 
of the Oxford Union debating society - becoming the ____ Pakistani to hold this prestigious position. 
(a) first (b) second (c) third (d) None of these 

106. On July 06, ______ candidate Khalida Sikandar Mandhro won the Senate by-election from Sindh. 
(a) MQM (b) PML-N (c) PTI (d) PPP 

107. On July 07, Pakistan and ______ signed a 0 22million agreement for technical and financial support 
for the renovation of Lahore Fort. 
(a) Italy (b) Unesco (c) France (d) Unicef 

108. On July 07, ______- cabinet gave approval of first-ever cloud policy in the province. 
(a) Gilgit-Baltistan (b) Balochistan (c) Punjab (d) Sindh 

109. As per the latest UN report 'World Population Prospects 2022', Pakistan is expected to see a 56 
percent increase in population to reach _____- million individuals by 2050. 
(a) 366 (b) 379 (c) 395 (d) 411 
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In its latest Global Gender Gap Report, the World Economic Forum has ranked Pakistan on ______ 


position among 146 countries in terms of gender parity. 
(a) 133rd (b) 138th (c) 142nd (d) 145th 
_ On ____.., the IMF announced a staff-level agreement with Pakistan that will pave the way for a 
$1.18 billion disbursement. 
(a) July 11 (b) July 12 (c) July 13 (d) July 14 
On July 15, the Pakistan and _____- navies conducted a joint naval exercise, ‘Sea Guardians-2022' 
held in Shanghai. 
(a) Russian (b) Turkish (c) Malaysian (d) Chinese 
oe , President Alvi gave his assent to the National Rahmatullil Alameen and Khatamun 
Nabiyeen Authority Bill, 2022. 
(a) July 12 (b) July 13 (c) July 14 (d) July 15 
On July 16, the __.__- government declared 10 districts of the province as calamity-hit areas. 
(a) Balochistan (b) Punjab (c) KP (d) Sindh 
Pakistan's Voluntary National Review on Sustainable Development Goals was presented at the UN’s 
High Level Political Forum 2022 on ______. 
(a) July 14 (b) July 15 (c) July 16 (d) July 17 
On July 17, PTI swept the Punjab by-polls, remaining victorious on __-__- seats out of 20. 
(a) 15 (b) 16 (c) 17 (d) 18 
On July 18, Barrick Gold Corporation's Chief Executive Mark Bristow announced to invest approx. 
wcmmsiousl billion in Reko Diq mines. 
(a) $5 (b) $6.5 (c) $6.70 (d) $7 
On July 18, at the Petersburg Dialogue on multilateral climate negotiations, Climate Change Minister 
_____. asked for a clear re-set of the global climate agenda. 
(a) Mohsin Shahnawaz Ranjha (b) Syed Naveed Qamar 
(c) Sherry Rehman (d) Syed Murtaza Mahmud 
On July 19, ______ announced the launch of its Android Earthquake Alerts System in Pakistan. 
(a) Google (b) Samsung (c) Microsoft (d) Huwaei 
The Henley Passport Index 2022 has ranked Pakistan's passport as the ______ -worst among 199 
world countries. 
(a) Second (b) Third (c) Fourth (d) Seventh 
On July 21, the federal cabinet approved the appointment of ______ as Chairman of NAB. 
(a) Athar Minallah (b) Tariq Khosa (c) Arif Nawaz (d) Aftab Sultan 
On July 21, ______ was appointed the Chairman of the Sindh Public Service Commission. 
(a) Haider Hussain (b) M. Waseem (c) Syed Hamid Ali (d) Naila Kiani 
On July 24, ambassador of ______ to Pakistan, Nguyen Tien Phong, took charge as Chairman of 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Committee Islamabad. 
(a) Cambodia (b) Philippine (c) Mongolia (d) Vietnam 
On July 25, Pakistan Postal Services issued a commemorative postage stamp of ______ denomination 
on the completion of 100 years of successful operations of Attock Refinery Limited. 
(a) Rs5 (b) Rs10 (c) Rs20 (d) Rs5O 
On ______ , the Supreme Court set aside the ruling of the Punjab Assembly's deputy speaker and 


directed the chief secretary to issue the requisite notification declaring Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi as 
the elected chief minister of the province. 


(a) July 24 (b) July 26 (c) July 28 (d) July 30 

On July 29, __---- Sibtain Khan was elected as the new speaker of Punjab Assembly. 

(a) PPP's (b) PMLQ's (c) Awami Raj's (d) PTI's 

On ____, Deputy Speaker Punjab Assembly Dost Mazari was removed through a no-confidence motion. 
(a) July 29 (b) July 30 (c) July 31 (d) Aug. 01 

On July 29, ___-_- was elected as chairman of the National Assembly Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
(a) Moshin Dawar (b) Raja Riaz (b) Noor Alam (da) Talha Mahmood 

On July 29, _-__-- was appointed the Chairman of the Higher Education Commission. 

(a) Dr Qibla Ayaz (b) Dr Mukhtar Ahmed (c) Dr Niaz Akhktar (d) Dr Ghaus Pasha 

On July 30, the ______ government made compulsory for both bride and groom to sign at the time of 
Nikah a declaration on the belief of finality of prophethood, 

(a) KP (b) Sindh (c) Balochistan (d) Punjab 

On July 30, _____ Wasiq Qayyum Abbasi was elected unopposed as Punjab Assembly's deputy speaker. 
(a) PPP's (b) PMLO's (c) PMLN's (d) PTI's 

On Aug. 01, ______ launched its Creator Portal in Pakistan. , 

(a) TikTok (b) Google (c) Amazon (d) Microsoft 
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133. On Aug. 03, _----- rolled over $2 billion loan in safe deposits for cash-strapped Pakistan's economy 
amid dwindling foreign exchange reserves. 
(a) Saudi Arabia (b) UAE (c) France (d) China 
134. On Aug. 03, Lieutenant General Asif Ghafoor was appointed Corps Commander _-----. 
(a) Sialkot (b) Multan (c) Lahore (d) Quetta 
135. On ____-_ , COAS Gen Bajwa addressed the sovereign's parade for commissioning course 213 of the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. 
(a) Aug. 10 (b) Aug. 11 (c) Aug. 12 (d) Aug. 13 
136. On Aug. 12, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Sajjad Ghani assumed duties as ______ chairman of the Water and Power 
Development Authority (WAPDA). 
(a) 22nd (b) 23rd (c) 25th (d) 27th 
137. On Aug. 15, President Alvi approved the appointment of Syed Mehdi Shah as Governor__-__--. 
(a) Gilgit-Baltistan (b) Sindh (c) Punjab (d) KP 
138. On Aug. 24, the Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) confirmed an investment of ___--- in various 
commercial and investment sectors of Pakistan. 
(a) $1bn (b) $2bn (c) $3bn (d) $4bn 
139. The State Bank of Pakistan received _____- deposit from the IMF, on successful completion of the 
combined seventh and eighth reviews of a loan facility, on Aug. 31. 
(a) $1.15 billion (b) $1.16 billion (c) $1.17 billion (d) $1.18 billion 
140. On Aug. 31, the ______ government declared 32 out of the total 34 provincial districts “calamity-hit’. 
(a) Balochistan (b) KPK (c) Sindh (d) Punjab 
141.On Sept. 01, ______ was removed as Chairman Pakistan Red Crescent Society and replaced with 
Shahid Laghari. 
(a) Ali Tareen (b) Aleem Khan (c) Abrarul Haq (d) Malika Bokhari 
142. On Sept. 03, the authorities in Karachi recovered a highly-expensive vehicle, Bentley Mulsanne, 
which was stolen from ______ and then shipped here. 
(a) New Delhi (b) New York (c) Geneva ' (d) London 
143. On Sept. 05, a US Congressional delegation, which was led by Congresswoman ______ called on PM 
Shahbaz Sharif at the PM House. 
(a) Emma Thomson (b) Ilhan Omar (c) Sheila Jackson Lee (d) Ayanna Pressley 
144. On Sept. 05, the Punjab government designated ______ as senior minister of the cabinet. 
(a) Murad Raas (b) Aslam Iqbal (c) Raja Basharat (d) Ali Qureshi 
145. The Peace cable is a 15,000 km submarine cable from Pakistan to ___. 
(a) France (b) Turkiye (c) Belgium (d) Afghanistan 
146. The 5800-km Pakistan-Egypt segment of the Peace cable connect Karachi and ______. 
(a) Alexandria (b) Zafarana (c) Cairo (d) Sharm El Sheikh 
147. On Sept. 07, Ayesha Zehri was promoted as _____-_ first female deputy commissioner. 
(a) GB's (b) Kp’s (c) Balochistan's (d) AJK’s 
148. On Sept. 07, Pakistan-German Future Summit was held in ______. 
(a) Karachi (b) Islamabad (c) Bonn (d) Berlin 
149. Pakistan has dropped seven places in the Human Development Index, ranking ______ out of 192 
countries in the 2021-2022 HDI. 
(a) 147 (b) 154 (c) 161 (d) 187 
150.On ______ , the Biden administration approved the possible sale of F-16 aircraft sustainment and 
related equipment to Pakistan for a cost of 450 million dollars. 
(a) Sept. 05 (b) Sept. 06 (d) Sept. 07 (d) Sept. 08 
151. The United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres arrived in Pakistan on ______. 
(a) Sept. 05 (b) Sept. 06 (d) Sept. 07 (d) Sept. O08 
152. On Sept. 13, PM Shahbaz Sharif appointed ______ more special assistants, including four PPP MNAs. 
(a) 5 (b) 8 (c) 10 (d) 11 


153.On Sept. 13, the 10-year-old Musa Tanveer became the first Pakistani to have been awarded 
YouTube's ______ Play Button, 
(a) Silver (b) Diamond (c) Golden (da) Platinum 

154. On Sept. 13, the third regional seminar for the parliaments of the Asia-Pacific region on Achieving 
the SDGs was held in ______. 


(a) Shanghai (b) Tokyo (c) Bangkok (d) Islamabad 

155. On Sept. 14, the _____- Assembly passed a bill under which the next election for local bodies will be 
held on party basis. 
(a) Sindh (b) Balochistan (c) KP (d) Punjab 
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156. PM Shahbaz Shrif met Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation 


Organisation (SCO) summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on ____.-. 
(a) Sept. 12 (b) Sept. 13 (c) Sept. 14 (d) Sept. 15 

157. On Sept. 18, the Saudi Fund for Development confirmed the rollover of __.___ deposit for the SBP 
which was to mature on December 5, 2022. 
(a) $1 billion (b) $2 billion (c) $3 billion (d) $4 billion 

158. On Sept. 19, the Punjab government appointed ____ the new Chairman of Muttahida Ulema Board. 
(a) Tahir Ashrafi (b) Hamid Raza (c) Zawar Bahadur (d) Raghib Naeemi 

159. On Sept. 20, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari chaired a conference of young foreign ministers 
from different countries which was held in ___-_-. 
(a) Istanbul (b) Karachi (c) Berlin (d) New York 

160. On Sept. 20, ____ lifted their maiden National T20 title after beating Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the final. 
(a) Islamabad (b) Sindh (c) AJK (d) Punjab 

161. On Sept. 21, _____- and Pakistan officially agreed on debt deferral amounting to about $160 million. 
(a) Japan (b) Germany (c) France (d) USA 

162. On Sept. 22, the ADB approved a $100 million results-based loan to help strengthen the quality of 
secondary health care in ____--.. 
(a) GB (b) KP (c) Balochistan (d) Punjab 

163. On Sept. 22, Pakistan and Iraq agreed to start a ferry service between Basra and _____.. 
(a) Gwadar (b) Quetta : (c) Pasni (d) Karachi 

164. On ____- , Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif delivered his address to the 77th UNGA session. 
(a) Sept. 23 (b) Sept. 25 (c) Sept. 26 (d) Sept. 28 

165. On Sept. 24, the World Bank's new Vice President for the South Asia Region, ------ , concluded his 
first visit to Pakistan. 
(a) Najy Benhassine (b) Martin Raiser (c) Naveed Baloch (d) Naveed Elahi 

166.On Sept. 25, the ______ Assembly adopted a resolution unanimously calling upon the provincial 
government to plead with Islamabad to declare the Transgender Act of 2018 null and void. 
(a) Sindh (b) Punjab (c) KP (d) Balochistan 

167. On Sept. 26, in a press conference alongside FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken announced another ______ for food security assistance to Pakistan. 
(a) $9 million (b) $10 million (c) $50 million (d) $100 million 

168. Senior PMLN leader Ishaq Dar was administered oath as a member of the Senate of Pakistan on . 
(a) Sept. 27 (b) Sept. 28 (c) Sept. 29 (d) Sept. 30 

169. On ______, the IHC acquitted PMLN Vice President Maryam Nawaz and her husband Captain (R) Safdar 
in the Avenfield Reference. 
(a) Sept. 28 (b) Sept. 29 (c) Sept. 30 (d) Oct. 01 

170. On Sept. 30, the ____-_ rolled over an agreement to suspend service payments on $132 million of 
Pakistan's debt. 
(a) United States (b) IMF (c) World Bank (d) United Kingdom 

171. On Oct. 03, the Islamabad High Court directed the government to notify ______ as convener of the 
commission that had been constituted to prevent harassment of Baloch students. 
(a) Sardar Akhtar Mengal (b) Dr Abdul Malik Baloch 
(c) Yar Muhammad Rind (d) Hamid Mir 


172.On Oct. 05, PM Shehbaz Sharif appointed former FBR chairman Tariq Bajwa, who also served as 
, his special assistant. 


(a) President IBA (b) President NBP (c) Chairman SECP (d) Governor SBP 

173. President Arif Alvi addressed the joint sitting of both the houses of parliament to kick off the Fifth 
Parliamentary Year of the National Assembly, on ______. 
(a) Oct. 06 (b) Oct. 07 (c) Oct. 08 (a) Oct. 09 

174. On Oct. 08, Annalena Baerbock, the Foreign Minister of _____- , called for the United Nations' role to 
solve the Kashmir dispute, probably the first European leader to do so, 
(a) Denmark (b) Norway (c) Germany (a) Italy 

175. On Oct. 10, Muhammad Kamran Khan Tessori took oath as the ______ Governor of Sindh province. 
(a) 24th (b) 30" (c) Sard (ad) 34th 

176.On ______. , the United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP-27) appointed PM 
Shehbaz Sharof as the vice-chair of the conference, 
(a) Oct. 06 (b) Oct, OB (c) Oct, OO (ad) Oct. 10 

177. On Oct. 11, ____- Major Generals of Pakistan Army were promoted to the rank of Lieutenant General. 
(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) I4 (d) 16 

178. On Oct. 11, Pakistan and ______ signed an MoU on Defence Cooperation. 
(a) Russia (b) Iran (c) China (d) South Korea 
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179. On Oct. 13, PM Shehbaz Sharif addressed the sixth summit of the Conference on International 


Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), which was held in the Kazakh capital, ___-_-. 
(a) Dushanbe (b) Almaty (c) Astana (d) Turkistan 
180. On Oct. 17, CM Punjab Ch. Pervaiz Elahi approved ___._- Master Plan-2050. 
(a) Multan's (b) Gujranwala's (c) Lahore's (d) Rawalpindi's 
181. Gulpur Hydropower Project started providing energy to the national grid on ______. 
(a) Oct. 16 (b) Oct. 17 (c) Oct. 18 (d) Oct. 19 
182. On Oct. 17, the ___.-- police announced the launch of the Talaash app that can help the police catch 
criminals involved in heinous crimes, and the absconders. 
(a) Sindh (b) Punjab (c) KP (d) Balochistan 
183. On Oct. 17, the Punjab government appointed _____- the Advisor to CM for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
(a) Omar Sarfraz Cheema (b) Sardar Mohsin Laghari 
(c) Ahmad Jawad Malik (d) Rana Sohail Ahmed 
184. On ______ , the Supreme Court acquitted Shahrukh Jatoi and others in the high-profile murder case of 
Shahzeb Khan. 
(a) Oct. 16 (b) Oct. 17 (c) Oct. 18 (d) Oct. 19 
185. On Oct. 20, the ______ completed the formation of Court of Arbitration by appointing two new 
technical and legal members. 
(a) IMF (b) WTO (c) UN (d) World Bank 
186. On Oct. 21, the ______ disqualified PTI Chairman Imran Khan in the Toshakhana reference. 
(a) SC (b) ECP (c) IHC (d) LHC 
187. On ______ , Pakistan was removed from the FATF grey list. 
(a) Oct. 21 (b) Oct. 22 (c) Oct. 23 (d) Oct. 24 
188. On Oct. 24, the Judicial Commission of Pakistan recommended the elevation of _____- judges to the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. 
(a) Three (b) Four (c) Five (d) Six 
189. On ______, the second partial solar eclipse of the year was observed in Pakistan. 
(a) Oct. 25 (b) Oct. 26 (c) Oct. 27 (d) Oct. 28 
190. On ____, PM Shehbaz Sharif had a meeting with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman. 
(a) Oct. 21 (b) Oct. 22 (c) Oct. 23 (d) Oct. 25 
191. A new report by UNFCCC has warned that _____ is likely to be the hottest city of Pakistan by 2100 
with the highest average temperature reaching 29.9°C to 32°C. 
(a) Bahawalpur (b) Sibi (c) Hyderabad (d) Jacobabad 
192. On Oct. 28, Hamid Khan group's ______ won the election for the Supreme Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) president. 
(a) Khalid Javed (b) Abid Zuberi (c) Khalil Dogar (d) Khawaja Naveed 
193. The incumbent Punjab Prisons Inspector General (IG) is ______. 
(a) Mubashar Khan (b) Noman Abbasi (c) Shahmir Pervez (d) Faisal Paracha 
194. On Oct. 28, ___, who was PM Shehbaz Sharif's Focal Person on Digital Media and Technologies, resigned. 
(a) Fahad Hussain (b) Ahmad Qureshi (c) Sania Ashiq (d) Ahmad Jawad 


195. 


196. 


197. 


198. 


199. 


200. 


201. 


On Oct. 29, PTI Chairman Imran Khan terminated the basic party membership of former federal 
minister ______. 

(a) Zulfi Bukhari (b) Ali Zaidi (c) Faisal Vawda (d) Hammad Azhar 

On Oct. 29, Pakistan's National Institute of Safety and Security became IAEA's ______ collaborating 
centre in the field of nuclear security in the world. 

(a) 10th (b) 11th (c) 12th (d) 13th 

On Oct. 31, PM Shehbaz Sharif announced a special Kissan Package worth _____ to facilitate farmers. 
(a) Rs 1800 billion (b) Rs1 900 billion (c) Rs2000 billion (d) Rs2200 billion 

On Nov. 01, CM Punjab approved the introduction of cyberknife technology in ______ Hospital 
Lahore and Nishtar Hospital Multan to treat cancer and other complex diseases. 

(a) Jinnah (b) Mayo (c) Ganga Ram (d) Services 

On Nov. 01, UN Secretary-General selected ______ Faisal Shahkar as the Police Adviser for the 
Department of Peace Operations. 

(a) DG FIA (b) 1G Punjab (c) 1G Sindh (d) DG ANF 

On Nov. 01, ______ new members were appointed for three years in the Council of Islamic Ideology, 
bringing the numbers to its maximum level. 

(a) Six (b) Seven (c) Hight (d) Nine 

On ______. , former prime minister Imran Khan survived an assassination attempt in Wazirabad. 

(a) Oct. 31 (b) Nov. 01 (c) Nov, 02 (d) Nov. 03 
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202. On Nov. 04, Pakistan and ______ announced to enter into a GtG long-term agreement for the import 
of petrol, jet fuel and crude oil. 
(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Qatar (c) China (d) UAE 

203. The government withdrew its petition challenging the decision of Federal Shariat Court declaring 
the present interest-based banking system against the Shariah on _____-. 
(a) Nov. 09 (b) Nov. 10 (c) Nov. 12 (d) Nov. 14 

204. As per the Pakistan Demographic Survey 2020, the current life expectancy in Pakistan Is ____ years. 
(a) 64.4 (b) 65 (c) 67.6 (d) 68 

205. The International Defence Exhibition and Seminar (IDEAS)-2022 was held in ______. 
(a) Karachi (b) Rawalpindi (c) Islamabad (d) Lahore 

206. On, ...._._. . postponed Defence and Martyrs day ceremony was held at GHO, Rawalpindi. 
(a) 8th Sept. (b) 20th Nov. (c) 23rd Nov. (d) None of these 

207. President Dr. Arif Alvi approved the appointment of Lt Gen Asim Munir as the Chief of the Army 
Staff on ________.. 
(a) 24" Nov. (b) 25" Nov. (c) 26" Nov. (d) None of these 

208. Pakistan will be among the first recipients of funding from a ____--_- initiative, the program 


announced at the COP27 Summit in Egypt. 
(a) G7 ‘Supporting Fund’ (b) G7 ‘Universal protection’ (c) G7 ‘Global Shield’ (d) None of these 


209. On ________ , Chairman PTI Imran Khan announced to end its long march on Islamabad signalling the 
dissolution of provincial assemblies. 
(a) 24th Sept. (b) 25th Nov. (c) 26th Nov. (d) None of these 

210. Minister of State for foreign affairs, Hina Rabbani Khar, visited Afghanistan on _______ 2022. 
(a) 30 November (b) 27 November (c) 29 November (d) None of these 

INTERNATIONAL 

2022 

1. On Jan. 01,______ took over the rotating presidency of the EU. 
(a) Italy (b) France (c) Lithuania (d) Germany 

2. The World's largest trade deal, Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), entered into 
force on ______. 
(a) Jan. O1 (b) Jan. 02 (c) Jan. 03 (d) Jan. 04 

3. On Jan. 02, ______ Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok resigned. 
(a) Sudanese (b) Ethiopian (c) Somali (d) Nigerian 

4. On Jan. 03, Yemen's Houthi rebels seized a ______ ship in the Red Sea. 
(a) Qatari (b) UAE (c) Kuwaiti (d) Saudi 

5. On Jan. 04, US tech giant ______ became the first company in the world to reach $3 trillion in market 
capitalisation. 
(a) SpaceX (b) Apple (c) Amzaon (d) Facebook 

6. On Jan. 06: A Moscow-led military alliance CSTO dispatched troops to help quell mounting unrest 
in ——--— —_ 
(a) Turkmenistan (b) Poland (c) Hungary (d) Kazakhstan 

7. On Jan. 06, Japan and ______ signed a "landmark" treaty to strengthen defence ties, 
(a) Australia (b) India (c) United States (d) Malaysia 

8. On Jan. 08, President Joe Biden nominated Lt. Gen. Michael Kurilla to lead the US Central Command, 
which oversees military operations in the ______. 
(a) Indo-Pacific (b) Guam (c) Middle East (d) Antarctica 

9. On Jan. 10, the ______ Prime Minister Mark Rutte embarked on a fourth term as his country's leader. 

. (a) French (b) Australian (c) Norwegian (d) Dutch 

10. On Jan. 10, Afghanistan's ambassador to______ , Javid Ahmad Qaem, resigned. 
(a) Pakistan (b) USA (c) India (d) China 

11. On Jan. 11, ______ became the first Black woman to appear on the US quarter, in a new version of the 
coin unveiled by the US Mint. 
(a) Susan Rice (b) Michelle Obama (c) Maya Angelou (d) Kamala Harris 
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On Jan. 15, Chinese and ______ foreign ministers announced the launch of a 25-year cooperation 
agreement aimed at strengthening economic and political ties. 

(a) Qatari (b) Saudi (c) Laotian (d) Iranian 

On Jan. 16, ____ announced to buy 32 new Black Hawk helicopters for more than $620 million. 

(a) The Philippines (b) Sri Lanka (c) Bahrain (d) UAE 

On Jan. 18, EU lawmakers chose -_--. politician Roberta Metsola as the new head of the European 
Parliament. 

(a) Belgian (b) Maltese (c) Icelandic (d) Polish 

On Jan. 19, Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Iranian counterpart Ebrahim Raisi met in_____. 
(a) Tehran (b) St. Petersburg (c) Beijing (d) Moscow 

On Jan. 21, the ______ announced to re-establish its physical presence in Afghanistan for 
humanitarian purposes through the launch of projects worth millions of dollars. 

(a) EU (b) UN (c) United States (d) SCO 

On Jan. 21, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met 
in______. 


(a) Davos (b) Geneva (c) Helsinki (d) London 

On Jan. 23, the first Taliban delegation to visit Europe since returning to power in Afghanistan 
began talks in _____- with Afghan civil society members. 

(a) Oslo (b) Athens (c) Paris (d) Brussels 

On Jan. 23, in a move to immediately restore the country's voting rights, _-__-_ used $18 million of 
frozen Iranian assets to pay Tehran's dues to the UN. 

(a) Russia (b) South Korea (c) Japan (d) China 

On Jan. 24, ______ army ousted President Roch Kabore, suspended the constitution, dissolved the 
government and the national assembly, and closed the country's borders. 

(a) Chad's (b) Niger's (c) Burkina Faso's (d) Somalia's 


On Jan. 25, ____ prime minister Prayuth Chan-ocha reached Saudi Arabia for the first high-level meeting 
since relations between the nations soured three decades ago over a sensational jewellary heist. 


(a) Iran's (b) Malaysia's (c) Vietnam's (d) Thailand's 

On Jan. 28, ______-trained Giants Brigades began withdrawing from a key area of the Yemen conflict. 

(a) UAE (b) Saudi (c) Kuwait (d) Egypt 

On Jan. 30, Huawei initiated arbitration proceedings against ______ under the World Bank Group. 

(a) Greece (b) Sweden (c) Belgium (d) Norway 

On Jan. 30, Israeli ______ Isaac Herzog started his first visit to the UAE. 

(a) President (b) PM (c) Defence Minister (d) Foreign Minister 

On Jan. 30, the ___ government announced to appoint a special representative to combat Islamophobia. 

(a) German (b) Canadian (c) French (d) British 

On Feb. 03, during an airborne raid by US Special Forces in Atme, ______, Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al- 

Qurashi, the head of the Islamic State group, was killed. 

(a) Iraq (b) Lebanon (c) Palestine (d) Syria 

On Feb. 03, Israel signed a defence agreement with ______ , its first such deal with a Gulf country 

since establishing diplomatic:ties under the Abraham Accords. 

(a) UAE (b) Morocco (c) Bahrain (d) None of these 

On Feb. 04, the ______ allowed international banks to transfer money to Afghanistan for 

humanitarian purposes. 

(a) European Union (b) United States (c) World Bank (d) United Nations 

On Feb. 05, the ______ government established a new body “The Forum of Islam”. 

(a) French (b) German (c) Belgian — (d) Canadian 

On Feb. 06, ______ President Kais Saied dissolved the Superior Council of the Judiciary. 

(a) Jordanian (b) Tunisian (c) Lebanese (d) Egyptian 

re png 07, Nato held its "Winter Camp" exercise in northeast ______ , just 62 miles from the Russian 
order, 

(a) Hungary (b) Belarus (c) Estonia (d) Latvia 

On Feb. 08, billionaire Indian businessman ______ » became the richest person in Asia, 

(a) Gautam Adani (b) Azim Premji (c) Mukesh Ambani (d) Anil Ambani 

On Feb. 10, a court in Indian state of ______ told students not to wear any religious clothing until it 

delivers a verdict on petitions seeking to overturn a ban on hijabs. 

(a) Karnataka (b) Kerala (c) Goa (d) Uttar Pradesh 
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On Feb. 11, the top diplomats of Quad countries opened talks in______. 

(a) New Delhi (b) Melbourne (c) Tokyo (d) Washington DC 

On Feb. 13, -____- President Frank-Walter Steinmeier was re-elected to serve a second 5-year term. 
(a) Norwegian (b) Austrian (c) German (d) Italian 

On Feb. 17, = announced the listing of Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas as a terrorist 
organisation. 

(a) India (b) Australia (c) Egypt (d) China 

On Feb. 17, -_-__- allowed female soldiers in combat roles but banned them from carrying weapons. 
(a) Malaysia (b) Afghanistan (c) Kuwait (d) Bangladesh 

The two-day meeting of Group of 20 in February 2022 was held in ______. 

(a) Tokyo (b) Kuala Lumpur (c) Rome (d) Jakarta 

On Feb. 18, ____- and India signed the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. 

(a) Kuwait (b) Saudi Arabia (c) ‘UAE (d) Iran 

On Feb. 21, ____-_ named Khaled Kabub as the first Muslim judge to gain a permanent seat on its 
Supreme Court. 

(a) USA (b) Israel (c) Germany (d) France 

On Feb. 21, Russian President Vladimir Putin recognised Donetsk and ______, the two Moscow- 
backed rebel regions of Ukraine, as independent. 

(a) Luhansk (b) Voroshilovgrad (c) Oblast (d) Novovolynsk 

On Feb. 22, ______ opened its Museum of the Future, a spectacular structure being touted as the 
world's most beautiful building. ; 

(a) Abu Dhabi (b) Dubai ‘ (c) Qatar (d) China 

On ______, Russian President Putin launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

(a) Feb. 22 (b) Feb. 23 (c) Feb. 24 (d) Feb. 25 

On Feb. 25, US President Joe Biden picked ______ to be the first Black woman in US history to serve 
on the nation's highest court. 

(a) Virginia Moor (b) Anna Manasco (c) Jennifer Zipps (d) Ketanji Jackson 

OB jot: , 200 nations approved a major UN climate change report detailing the accelerating 
impacts of global warming. 

(a) Feb. 27 (b) Feb. 28 (c) Mar. 01 (d) Mar. 02 

On Feb. 27, Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg announced to deploy the alliance's rapid response force for 


the ______ time. 


(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 

On Mar. Ol, ______ eastern-based parliament approved a new cabinet, in a challenge to the unity 
government of Abdulhamid Dbeibah. 

(a) Libya's (b) Tunisia's (c) Syria's (d) South Sudan's 

On Mar. 01, “Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom,” became the first ______ film ever nominated for an 
Academy Award. 

(a) Nepalese (b) Chinese (c) Bhutanese (d) Cambodian 

US President Biden delivered his first State of the Union address on ______. 

(a) Feb. 28 (b) Mar. 01 (c) Mar. 02 (d) Mar. 03 


On Mar. 02, nearly 200 nations at the UN Environment Assembly in ___ unanimously agreed to create an 
intergovernmental committee to negotiate and finalise a legally binding plastics treaty by 2024. 


(a) Jeddah (b) Addis Ababa (c) Nairobi (d) Lisbon 
On Mar. 03, the US Senate confirmed the appointment of Donald Blome as the next US Ambassador 


(a) Australia (b) China (c) India (d) Pakistan 
On Mar, 04, the EU announced setting up of humanitarian hubs to help Ukraine in eastern member 


countries Poland, Romania and ______. 


(a) Estonia (b) Slovakia (c) Lithuania (d) Latvia 

On Mar. 04, Europe's largest atomic power plant ______ was attacked and seized by Russian forces in 
Ukraine. 

(a) Zaporizhzhia (b) Kori (c) Grand Coulee (d) Bruce 


On Mar. 05, Radwa Helmi made history by becoming the first woman judge to sit on the bench of 
——— State Council, a top court in the Arab country. 
(a) Jordan's (b) Egypt's (c) Lebanon's (d) Kuwait's 
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On Mar. 05, ~-_--- , the Middle East's financial hub, was placed on FATF's grey list of countries 
subject to heightened scrutiny. 

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Qatar (c) Bahrain (d) UAE 

On Mar. 08, ______ successfully placed a military satellite - named Nour-2 - into orbit. 

(a) Turkmenistan (b) North Korea (c) Turkey (d) Iran 

On Mar. 09, __-_-- , the first person to receive a heart transplant from a genetically-modified pig, 
died two months after the medical milestone. 

(a) Katalin Novak (b) Rafael Grossi (c) David Bennett (d) Dmytro Kuleba 


On Mar. 10, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced to boost his country's defence 
forces by some 30 percent by_____-. 

(a) 2030 (b) 2040 (c) 2045 (d) 2050 

On Mar. 10, BJP retained power in Uttar Pradesh, India's most populous state while Aam Aadmi 
Party gained an absolutely majority in ______. 


(a) Punjab (b) Mizoram (c) Goa (d) Delhi 

On Mar. 10, the ______ parliament elected Katalin Novak, a close ally of Prime Minister Viktor Orban, 
as the country's first woman president. 

(a) Hungarian (b) Bulgarian (c) Latvian (d) Polish 

On Mar. 13, ______ scored his 807th career goal to become the all-time leading men's goal-scorer in 
football history. 

(a) Lionel Messi (b) Cristiano Ronaldo (c) Neymar (d) Mohammad Salah 

On Mar. 13, Iran claimed responsibility for a missile strike on the northern Iraqi city of ______ 5 
saying it targeted an Israeli ‘strategic centre’. 

(a) Baghdad (b) Basra (c) Arbil (d) Mosul 

According to the latest study by SIPRI, _____- saw the world's biggest rise in arms imports in the 
past five years. 

(a) Asia (b) Africa (c) Australia (d) Europe 


(a) Mar. 13 (b) Mar. 14 (c) Mar. 15 (d) Mar. 16 


On Mar. 15, Russia's foreign ministry announced sanctions on US President Joe Biden and ______ 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 


(a) Belgian (b) Canadian (c) Icelandic (d) German 


On Mar. 16, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a ______ -proposed resolution supporting 
bicycles as a tool for combatting climate change. 


(a) Turkmenistan (b) Jordan (c) Sweden (d) Norway 
On Mar. 17, the foreign ministers of the Group of Seven most industrialised nations (G7) met 


(a) Paris (b) Shanghai (c) Berlin (d) Rome 


On Mar. 18, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan opened the world's longest suspension bridge 
over the ______ strait. 


(a) Bosphorus (b) Istanbul (c) Gallipoli (d) Dardanelles 

On Mar. 18, the ______ parliament amended the 2019 Citizenship Act to correct "inequalities" faced 
by descendants of Nazi victims who fled the country under Hitler's Third Reich. 

(a) Australian (b) Polish (c) Austrian (d) Belarusian 

On Mar. 18, ___--- was named the world's happiest country for the fifth year running. 

(a) Finland (b) Switzerland (c) Iceland (d) Fiji 

The current head of the UN World Food Programme is______. 

(a) Susan Rice (b) David Beasley (c) Taylor Fritz (d) Miguel Oliveira 

On Mar. 18, cash-strapped Sri Lanka secured a billion-dollar credit line from __---- to buy urgently 
needed food and medicine. 

(a) India (b) China (c) Pakistan (dq) IMF 

On Mar. 19, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida pledged an investment of ___--- yen ($42bn) in 
India over five years. 

(a) Four trillion (b) Five'trillion (c) Six trillion (d) Ten trillion 
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On Mar. 21, the United States imposed sanctions on __-__- Central Reserve Police force for human 
rights abuses. 

(a) Iran's (b) Iraq's (c) Sudan's (d) Syria's 

On Mar. 23, top-ranked __.__- ace, Ashleigh Barty, stunned the tennis world by retiring from the 
sport aged just 25. 

(a) Australian (b) French (c) Argentine (d) American 

On _____- , Russia announced to switch its gas sales to "unfriendly" countries to roubles. 

(a) Mar. 23 (b) Mar. 24 (c) Mar. 25 (d) Mar. 26 

On Mar. 24, ._____ government declared "an indefinite humanitarian truce” in the Tigray region. 

(a) Gambia's (b) Ethiopia's (c) Sudan's (d) Somalia's 

On Mar. 25, the EU and _..... announced a task force aimed at reducing Europe’s reliance on 
Russian fossil fuels. 

(a) US (b) UN (c) World Bank (d) China 

On Mar. 28, ____-- won the best picture honours at the Oscars. 

(a) Dune (b) Drive My Car (c) CODA (d) No Time to Die 

The UK Supreme Court replaced the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords as the highest court 


of the country in ___---. 
(a) October 2006 (b) October 2007 (c) October 2008 (d) October 2009 


On Mar. 31, Australian and ______ judges confirmed they will stay on Hong Kong's top court 

(a) British (b) Chinese (c) Canadian (d) American 

On Mar. 31, ___ accredited a diplomat from the Taliban to engage with the new Afghan government. 
(a) China (b) Russia (c) Iran (d) Pakistan 

On Apr. 01, Pope Francis apologised to Indigenous people for abuse committed at church-run 
residential schools in ____--. 


(a) Canada (b) Chad (c) New Zealand (d) South Africa 

On Apr. 02, India and ______ signed the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement. 

(a) Australia (b) UAE (c) Philippines (d) Japan 

On Apr. 02, actor Will Smith resigned from the motion picture academy following his Oscars night 
slap of ______. 

(a) Thomas Sanka (b) Chris Rock (c) Bruce Willis (d) Casper Ruud 


On Apr. 04, Viktor Orban's Fidesz party extended its parliamentary majority by two seats in ____ 
general elections. 


(a) Latvia's (b) Lithuania's (c) Poland's (d) Hungary's 

On Apr. 05, the United States, Britain and ______ announced to begin collaborating on hypersonic 
weapons and electronic warfare capabilities. 

(a) India (b) Japan (c) Canada (d) Australia 

On ______ , the UNGA voted to suspend Russia from the UN Human Rights Council as punishment for 
the invasion of Ukraine. 

(a) Apr. 05 (b) Apr. 06 (c) Apr. 07 (d) Apr. 08 


On Apr. 07, a Turkish court halted the trial of suspects over the killing of Jamal Khashoggi and 
transferred it to ______. 


(a) Saudi Arabia (b) UAE (c) USA (d) Bahrain 
On Apr. 11, ______ emerged as the world's richest man with a net worth of $264.9 billion in 2022. 
(a) Jeff Bezos (b) Elon Musk (c) Bill Gates (d) Warren Buffett 


On Apr. 14, Britain announced to send migrants and asylum-seekers who cross the Channel 
thousands of miles away to ______. 


(a) Sudan (b) Falkland Islands (c) Rwanda (d) South Africa 

On Apr. 14, ______ parliament backed a resolution recognising the actions of the Russian military in 
the country as "genocide", 

(a) European (b) UK (c) Turkish (ad) Ukrainian 

On Apr. 15, Twitter Inc adopted a limited-duration shareholder rights plan to protect itself from 
billionaire entrepreneur ______ $4% billion cash takeover offer, 

(a) Jeff Bezos's (b) Mark Zukerberg's (c) Larry Page's (d) Elon Musk's 

On Apr. 16, three Chinese astronauts returned to Earth after spending _____- days in space, marking 
the end of China's longest crewed mission. 

(a) 183 (b) 189 (c) 197 (d) 210° 
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On Apr. 18, ______ launched a new air and ground offensive against Kurdish militants in northern 
Iraq. 

(a) Russia (b) Turkey (c) Syria (d) Iran 

On Apr. 19, ______ sealed a wide-ranging security pact with the Pacific nation of Solomon Islands. 
(a) Australia (b) USA (c) New Zealand (d) China 

On Apr. 19, the WHO launched its Global Centre for Traditional Medicine in______. 

(a) China (b) Nepal (c) Egypt (d) India 

On Apr. 20, -.____ successfully tested the Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile. 

(a) Turkiye (b) Iran (c) Russia (d) North Korea 
Kinzhal and Avangard hypersonic missiles have been manufactured by ______. 

(a) Russia (b) China (c) Norway (d) Germany 


On Apr. 20, a UK court issued a formal order to extradite WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 


(a) Australia (b) USA (c) Ecuador (d) Sweden 

On Apr. 23, ______ closed its airspace to Russian civilian and military planes flying to Syria. 
(a) Turkiye (b) Iraq (c) Georgia (d) Armenia 

On Apr. 23, Iran and Saudi Arabia resumed key talks in _____-. 

(a) Baghdad (b) Moscow (c) Doha (d) Ankara 


On Apr. 24, Emmanuel Macron defeated his rival Marine Le Pen to become the first president in the 
past ______ to serve a second term. 


(a) 15 years (b) 20 years (c) 30 years (d) 50 years 

On Apr. 25, Elon Musk, the world's richest man, announced striking a deal to buy Twitter for______. 
(a) $44 billion (b) $47 billion (c) $50 billion (d) $64 billion 

On Apr. 25, Turkiye's leading intellectual and rights campaigner Osman Kavala was sentenced to 
ane in jail. 

(a) 20 years (b) Life (c) 30 years (d) 180 years 


On Apr. 25, the ICC's chief prosecutor announced to join an investigations team of the ______ 
probe possible international crimes committed in Ukraine. 

(a) UN (b) ICJ (c) EU (d) ECHR 

On Apr. 25, President Biden named Karine Jean-Pierre as the new White House press secretary, the 
Black person to hold the high-profile post. 


(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 

On Apr. 26, Human Rights Watch executive director ______ announced to step down, after a three- 
decade career. 

(a) Tirana Hassan (b) Wisla Heneghan (c) Colin Mincy (d) Kenneth Roth 

On ______ , the UN General Assembly adopted by consensus a resolution requiring the five 
permanent members of the Security Council to justify their use of the veto. 

(a) Apr. 24 (b) Apr. 25 (c) Apr. 26 (d) Apr. 28 

On Apr. 29, the US Drug Enforcement Agency arrested British Virgin Islands’ ______ on charges of 
conspiring to traffic cocaine. 

(a) President (b) Prime Minister (c) Army Chief (d) Chief of Ports 

On May 02, _____- revealed plans for the world's longest-duration commercial flight by the end of 
2025, ferrying passengers between Sydney and London on Airbus A350s. 

(a) Cathay Pacific (b) Qantas (c) Qatar Airways (d) Air France 

On May 05, ______ opted out of purchasing anti-submarine helicopters from the United States. 

(a) Moldova (b) Singapore (c) Poland (d) Taiwan 

The infamous “Hand of God” goal is attributed to ______. 

(a) Pele (b) Lionel Messi (c) Ronaldo (d) Diego Maradona 

On May 05, ______ industrial giant Siemens unveiled its first hydrogen-powered train. 

(a) American (b) Norwegian (c) German (d) French 


On May 06, Nasa's Crew-3 mission returned home to Earth after ___--- aboard the International 


Space Station. ; 
(a) Six months (b) Seven months (c) Nine months (d) Three years 
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116. On May 08, Khalistan flags were hoisted at the main gate and boundary wall of the Himachal 


Pradesh Legislative Assembly in ______. 
(a) Shimla (b) Dharamshala (c) Lahaul (d) Spiti 
117. On May 10, the son of late __---- dictator Ferdinand Marcos cemented a landslide presidential 
election victory. 
(a) Cambodian (b) Thai (c) Philippine (d) South African 


118. On May 10, Queen Elizabeth II missed on ceremonial opening of the UK parliament for the first time 
in nearly 60 years, handing the duty to her heir Prince ____.. 


(a) Harry (b) William (c) Andrew (d) Charles 

119. On May 11, ______ authorities opened a case against Interpol's president, Ahmed Nasser al-Raisi, 
over accusations of torture and arbitrary detention. 
(a) Australian (b) Italian (c) French (d) Swiss 

120. On May 12, Saudi Aramco overtook _____- as the world's most valuable company. 
(a) SpaceX (b) Apple (c) Microsoft (d) Amazon 

121. On May 16, _____. Hezbollah group and its allies suffered losses in parliamentary elections. 
(a) Lebanon's (b) Tunisia's (c) Syria's (d) Iraq's 

122. On May 16, French President Emmanuel Macron named Labour Minister ____ as his new prime minister. 
(a) Jean Castex (b) Elisabeth Borne (c) Manuel Valls (d) Edith Cresson 

123. On May 17, lawmakers in ______ voted overwhelmingly in favour of joining NATO. 
(a) Sweden (b) Belarus (c) Finland (d) Latvia 

124. On ______ , Finland and Sweden formally applied to join the Nato alliance. 
(a) May 15 (b) May 16 (c) May 17 (d) May 18 

125. On May 19, former Afghan warlords and exiled politicians announced, in ______ , the creation of a 
High Council of National Resistance against the Taliban. 
(a) Ankara (b) Riyadh (c) Moscow (d) New Delhi 

126. On May 20, ______ and Italy allowed their companies to open rouble accounts to keep buying 
Russian gas without breaching EU sanctions on Russia. 
(a) Germany (b) France (c) Sweden (d) Belgium 

127. On May 22, Anthony Albanese was designated as the next Prime Minister of ______. 
(a) Finland (b) Australia (c) Belarus (d) Austria 

128. On May 22, the World Health Organsation opened its main annual assembly in ______. 
(a) Abuja (b) Kigali (c) Geneva (d) Addis Ababa 

129. On May 23, US President Joe Biden unveiled the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity in: 
(a) Washington DC (b) Seoul (c) Paris (d) Tokyo 

130. On May 24, a ___-_- company signed a contract with the Taliban authorities to provide ground- 
handling services at Afghanistan's three airports. 
(a) UAE (b) Turkish (c) Australian (d) Chinese 

131, On _____- , an Indian court sentenced Kashmiri freedom fighter, Yasin Malik, to life imprisonment in 
a terror funding case. 
(a) May 25 (b) May 26 (c) May 27 (d) May 28 

132. On May 27, ___--- woman activist Amira Osman Hamed won a Front Line Defenders Award for 
Human Rights Defenders at Risk. 
(a) Kenyan (b) Sudanese (c) Singaporean (d) Ethiopian 

133. On May 27, Indian author Geetanjali Shree and US translator Daisy Rockwell won the International 
Booker Prize for Hindi novel ______. 
(a) Tomb of Sand (b) Cursed Bunny (c) After the Sun (d) Paradais 

134. On May 27, a meeting of G7 energy and environment ministers was held in ______. 
(a) Bonn (b) Geneva (c) Berlin (a) Paris 

135. On May 28, Russian forces announced the latest successful test of their ______ hypersonic cruise 
missile. 
(a) Kalibr (b) Zircon (c) Moskit (d) Malakhit 

136. On May 28, _____- parliament declared a climate emergency, 
(a) Indonesia's (b) Fiji's (c) Vanuatu's (d) Brunei's 
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137. On May 31, Lebanese lawmakers re-elected Nabih Berri as parliament speaker for ___--- consecutive 
term. 
(a) Seventh (b) Eighth (c) Ninth (d) Tenth 
138. On May 31, —---- signed a free trade deal with the UAE, its first with an Arab country. 
(a) Israel (b) India (c) Finland (d) England 
139. On June 01, _____. became the fifth country to be cut off from Russian natural gas. 
(a) Finland (b) Denmark (c) Sweden (d) Germany 
140. On June 02, a ______ operated aeroplane was seized in Sri Lanka. 
(a) Moldova (b) Singapore (c) Poland (d) Russia 
141, On ___. the UN changed the Republic of Turkey's country name at the organisation to ‘Tirkiye’. 
(a) May 29 (b) May 30 (c) June 01 (d) June 02 
142. On June 02, ______ took over as head of a UN body aimed at striking disarmament deals. 
(a) North Korea (b) South Korea (c) Iraq (d) Syria 
143. On June 04, Sheryl Sandberg, an influential vice-president of _____- , announced her resignation. 
(a) Facebook (b) Twitter (c) Amazon (d) Apple 
144. On June 05, ______ , Central Asia's richest country, held a referendum to overhaul its constitution. 
(a) Turkmenistan (b) Kazakhstan (c) Tajikistan (d) Azerbaijan 
145. On June 05, ______ won his 14th French Open and record-extending 22nd Grand Slam title. 
(a) Andy Murray (b) Novak Djokovic (c) Rafael Nadal (d) Dominic Thiem 
146. On June 06, negotiators from almost 200 countries met in _____- for climate talks tasked with 
reigniting momentum on tackling global warming. 
(a) Kenya (b) USA (c) Italy (d) Germany 
147. On June 10. ______ government agreed to abolish the mandatory death penalty. 
(a) Australia's (b) Kuwait's (c) Malaysia's (d) Iran's 
148. On June 12, _______ and Venezuela signed a 20-year deal on cooperation between the two allies 
subject to US sanctions. 
(a) Turkiye (b) Iran (c) Kuwait (d) Iraq 
149. According to the latest Global Peace Index, ______ is the most peaceful country in the world, 
followed by New Zealand and Ireland. 
(a) Norway (b) Finland (ce) Fiji (d) Iceland 
150. On June 22, an earthquake measuring magnitude 6.2 struck southeastern_______. At least 1,163 
people died and more than 3,000 others were injured. 
(a) Afghanistan (b) Iran (c) Uzbekistan (d) None of these 
151. On June 23, Chinese President Xi Jinping hosted the 14th BRICS Summit in Beijing via video link. 
(a) 13th (b) 14th (c) 15th (d) None of these 
152. On _____ , 2022, in a historic decision, the U.S. Supreme Court declared that the constitutional right to 
abortion no longer exists. 
(a) June 22 (b) June 23 (c) June 24 (d) None of these 
153. On June 28, __ government announced plans to hold a second independence from UK 
referendum on Oct 19, 2023. 
(a) Scotland's (b) Ireland's (c) Yorkshire's (d) None of these 
154. On June 29, Nato invited Sweden and ______ to join the alliance. 
(a) Ukraine (b) Finland (c) Iceland (d) Moldova 
155. On ____, Ketanji Brown Jackson took oath as the first black woman to serve on the US Supreme Court. 
(a) June 30 (b) July 01 (c) July 02 (a) July 04 
156. On June 30, Nato leaders wrapped up their summit in _____, 
(a) Madrid (b) Paris (c) Stockholm (da) Munich 
157. On June 30, ______ President J erdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr was sworn in, 
(a) Thailand's (b) Philippine’s (c) Peru's (d) Cambodia's 
158. On June 30, the EU and ______ sealed a free trade deal, 
(a) India (b) New Zealand (c) UAL (d) Australia 
159. On July 05, China's ambassador Wang Yu announced trade and investment plans for _____-. 
(a) Turkey ; (b) Iran (c) Saudi Arabia (d) Afghanistan 
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On July 05, Nato kicked off momentous accession procedures for _____- and Finland. 
(a) Ukraine (b) Iceland (c) Latvia (d) Sweden 
On July 05, Ukraine's Maryna Viazovska became the second woman to be awarded the Fields Medal, 


known as the Nobel Prize for ______. 


(a) Biology (b) IT (c) Mathematics (d) Astrophysics 

On ______ , Boris Johnson resigned as leader of Britain's Conservative Party, paving the way for the 
selection of a new prime minister. 

(a) July 07 (b) July 08 (c) July 09 (d) July 10 

On July 07, Ons Jabeur became the _____ African woman in the Open era to reach a Grand Slam 
singles final. 

(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 

On July 07, a G20 ministerial meeting was held in ____, Indonesia. 

(a) Bali (b) Jakarta (c) Medan (d) Bandung 

On July 08, President Biden rescinded ______ designation as a major non-Nato ally. 

(a) Pakistan's (b) Turkey's (c) Afghanistan's (d) Qatar's 


On July 09, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held their 
first talks since October in 


(a) Bali (b) Madrid (c) Geneva (d) Bonn 

On July 12, EU finance ministers gave ______ the final green light to adopt the euro single currency 
on January 1, 2023. 

(a) Sweden (b) Latvia (c) Finland (d) Croatia 

On July 13, US President Joe Biden landed in______ on the first leg of his Middle East tour. 

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) UAE (c) Israel (d) Qatar 

On July 15, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) announced to open its operational hub 
in ______. 

(a) Doha (b) Abu Dhabi (c) Sharjah (d) Dubai 

On July 15, the US House of Representative passed a legislative amendment that urges the Biden 
administration to give ______ a waiver to the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act. 

(a) Pakistan (b) Afghanistan (c) Finland (d) India 

On July 17, ______ and North Macedonia signed a deal that has opened the way for European Union 
membership talks. 

(a) Belgium (b) Italy (c) Bulgaria (d) Iceland 

On July 17, a four-day summit of the Pacific Islands Forum was held in Fiji's capital ______. 

(a) Lautoka (b) Nadi (c) Levu (d) Suva 

On July 18, Petersberg Climate Dialogue kicked off in______. 

(a) Beijing (b) Stockholm (c) Cairo (d) Berlin 

On July 18, Israel's army chief Aviv Kohavi reached ______ on the first official visit of an Israeli 
army chief to the state. 

(a) Bahrain (b) Morocco (c) UAE (d) Saudi Arabia 

On ______ , Russian President Vladimir Putin reached Tehran for talks on the Syrian war at a three- 
way summit that also involved Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

(a) July 19 (b) July 20 (c) July 21 (d) July 22 

On July 19, Sheikh Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, the fourth son of the 12th Emir of —_-.-- » was 
appointed the country's new Prime Minister. 

(a) Oman (b) Kuwait (c) Qatar (d) Bahrain 

On July 20, ______ -lime prime minister Ranil Wickremesinghe won a parliamentary vote to become 
the President of Sri Lanka. 

(a) Four (b) Five (c) Six (d) Seven 

On July 20, ______ once again maintained its top position on the Henley Passport Index. 

(a) Iceland (b) Australia (c) Finland (d) Japan 

On July 20, the EU lifted sanctions against ______ airline Cham Wings. 

(a) Syria's (b) Russia's (c) Israel's (d) Qatar's 

)) , UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson bowed out of his final set-piece event in parliament. 

(a) July 20 (b) July 22 (c) July 24 (d) July 26 
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On July 21, Droupadi Murmu, a woman from India's tribal minority, was elected as the country's 
maenxeia president. 

(a) 13th (b) 14th (c) 15th (d) 18th 

On July 21, a ______ mountaineer Sanu Sherpa became the first person to complete double summits 
of all 14 of the world's 8,000-metre peaks. 

(a) Mongolian (b) Nepali (c) Indian (d) Pakistani 

On July 22, Russia and Ukraine signed an agreement in _____. to free more than 20 million metric 
tons of grain stuck in blockaded Black Sea ports in Ukraine. 

(a) Jakarta (b) Beijing (c) Istanbul (d) Ankara 

On July 22, the International Court of Justice in The Hague threw out all of Myanmar's objections to 
a case filed by Gambia in ______ and ruled that it can go ahead. 

(a) 2019 (b) 2020 (c) 2021 (d) 2022 


The World Health Organisation declared monkeypox a global health emergency - the highest alarm 
it can sound — on ______. 


(a) July 20 (b) July 22 (c) July 23 (d) July 24 

On July 25, Pope Francis apologized for the “evil” inflicted on the Indigenous peoples of ______. 

(a) Brazil (b) Canada (c) New Zealand (d) Australia 

On July 26, ______ announced to leave the International Space Station after 2024. 

(a) Russia (b) China (c) South Korea (d) Germany 

On July 26, Morocco and ______ signed a judicial accord under which the two countries would share 
expertise and modernise their judicial systems. 

(a) Israel (b) UAE (c) Egypt (d) Oatar 

On July 27, the Asian Cricket Council decided to shift T20 Asia Cup to _____-. 

(a) Qatar (b) UAE (c) Pakistan (d) Bangladesh 

Recently, India announced to ground all its Soviet-era Russian fighter jets, the MiG-21, by _____-- 

(a) 2023 (b) 2024 (c) 2025 (d) 2030 

On Aug. 01, the 10th review conference of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) was held at 
the UN's headquarters in ______. 

(a) New York (b) Washington DC (c) Geneva (d) None of these 
On______. , US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi landed in Taiwan. 

(a) Aug. 01 (b) Aug. 02 (c) Aug. 03 (d) Aug. 04 

On Aug. 03, Iranian lawmakers voted to ratify a prisoner exchange treaty with ______. 

(a) Pakistan (b) Turkey (c) Belgium (d) Saudi Arabia 

On Aug. 05, ______ first lunar orbiter Danuri successfully launched on a year-long mission to 
observe the Moon. 

(a) Sweden's (b) Latvia's (c) Italy's (d) South Korea's 

On Aug. 07, ex-guerrilla and former mayor Gustavo Petro was sworn in as the president of ______. 

(a) Austria (b) Cuba (c) Columbia (d) Mexico 

On Aug. 15, a Myanmar junta court jailed Aung San Suu Kyi for ______ for corruption. 

(a) One year (b) Six years (c) Ten years (d) None of these 

On Aug. 15, the last soldiers belonging to France's Barkhane operation in _____- left the African 
country. 

(a) Sudan (b) Algeria (c) Niger (a) Mali 

On Aug. 29, Gibraltar finally joined the official list of British cities, after ______ years. Its status was 
granted by Queen Victoria. 

(a) 150 (b) 180 (c) 200 (d) None of these 

On Sep. 02, INS _______ , 1st India-Made Aircraft Carrier, was commissioned by Indian PM. 

(a) Vishnam (b) Vikram (c) Vikrant (a) None of these 


On Sep. 05, Liz Truss becomes Britain's new prime minister with the country beset by problems 
from a cost of living crisis to recession. She belongs to which party? 

(a) Conservative (b) Labour (c) ‘Tory Party (a) None of these 
_------ Supreme Court upheld the victory of former Deputy President William Ruto in the August 9 
presidential election. 

(a) Libya's (b) Kenya's (c) Uganda's (a) Sudan's 

On _____- , Liz Truss officially became Britain's new prime minister, at an audience with head of 
state Queen Elizabeth II. 

(a) Sept. 05 (b) Sept. 06 (c) Sept. 07 (d) Sept. 08 
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203. On Sept. 07, ___-_- broke diplomatic ties with Iran over an alleged cyberattack against the . 
government this summer. 
(a) Oman (b) Albania (c) Armenia (d) Azerbaijan 
204. On Sept. 08, Charles, Prince of_____ , became the king immediately after the Queen's death. 
(a) Sussex (b) Waterloo (c) Windsor (d) Wales 
205. On Sept. 09, _.___- passed a law declaring its readiness to launch preventive nuclear strikes. 
(a) Ukraine (b) Russia (c) North Korea (d) Israel 
206. On ______ , Spanish writer Javier Marias, whose work has been translated into more than 40 
languages in nearly GO countries, passed away. 
(a) Sept. 11 (b) Sept. 12 (c) Sept. 13 (d) Sept. 14 
207. On Sept. 13, Jean-Luc Godard, one of the most influential filmmakers of the 20th century and the 
father of the ______ New Wave, died. 
(a) French (b) German (c) Italian (d) American 
208. On Sept. 14, ______ Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson announced her resignation. 
(a) Dutch (b) Swedish (c) Norwegian (d) Belgian 
209. Yen is the currency of _____-_. 
(a) Brazil (b) Argentina (c) Thailand (d) Japan 
210. The equipment that is used specifically to hand off to teammates in relay races is _____-. 
(a) Racket (b) Stick (c) Baton  (d) Ball 
211. The first UN peacekeeping mission was established in May______. 
(a) 1946 (b) 1948 (c) 1950 (d) 1954 
212. The largest planet in our solar system is ______. 
(a) Saturn (b) Venus (c) Uranus (d) Jupiter 
213. On Sept. 17, ______ president signed a law that limits presidential mandates to a single 7-year term. 
(a) Kazakhstan's (b) China's (c) India's (d) Russia's 
214. On Sept. 17, Kazakhstan reverted to the old name of the country's capital Nur-Sultan, which 
waS______. 
(a) Turkistan (b) Astana (c) Dushanbe (d) Almaty 
218. O@ ..-.. , the British royal family bade farewell to Queen Elizabeth II inside the grounds of her 
beloved Windsor Castle. 
(a) Sept. 17 (b) Sept. 18 (c) Sept. 19 (d) Sept. 20 
216. On Sept. 19, an American engineer Mark Frerichs was released by the Taliban in exchange for _____. 
(a) Zabihullah Noorzai (b) Mullah Muhammad Yaqoob 
(c) Hamdullah Stanikzai (d) Bashar Noorzai 
217. On Sept. 19, ______ signed a contract to buy 36 US F-35 stealth fighter jets at a cost of more than 
$6.2 billion. 
(a) South Korea (b) Taiwan (c) Ukraine (d) Switzerland 
218. King Willem-Alexander is the monarch of ______. 
(a) Belgium (b) Norway (c) Netherlands (d) Denmark 
219. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres opened the annual General Assembly session on _____-. 
(a) Sept. 20 (b) Sept. 21 (c) Sept. 22 (d) Sept. 23 
220.On Sept. 21, ______ was declared the wealthiest city on the planet with 345,600 millionaires, 
including 737 centi-millionaires. 
(a) Beijing (b) New York (c) Davos (d) Los Angeles 
221.On ______ , President Vladimir Putin called up Russian military reservists. 
(a) Sept. 2] (b) Sept. 22 (c) Sept, 23 (d) Sept. 24 
222. Swiss star Roger Federer bowed out of the international tennis arena on ______. 
(a) Sept. 21 (b) Sept. 22 (c) Sept. 23 (d) Sept. 24 
223. On Sept. 25, the UAE agreed to an "energy security" deal with —_—__- to supply LNG and diesel. 


(a) Germany (b) Norway (c) Italy (d) France 

224. On Sept. 25, the UN Human Rights Committee ruled that __--- violated the rights of indigenous 
people by failing to adequately protect them against the effects of climate change. 
(a) Australia (b) Canada (c) Mauritius (d) New Zealand 

225. On Sept. 26, the ‘International ‘Telecommunication Union Plenipotentiary Conference’ started in _____. 
(a) Italy (b) Romania (c) Belgium (d) France 

226. On Sept. 26, Giorgia Meloni's Eurosceptic populist party swept to victory in ______ general elections. 
(a) Italy's (b) Iceland's (c) Greece's (d) Norway's 
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On Sept. 26, ______ and the United States began their first combined naval exercise near the Korean 
peninsula in five years. 
(a) Philippines (b) South Korea (c) Japan (d) Taiwan 


228.On Sept. 27, Saudi Arabia's powerful crown prince Mohammed bin Salman was named the 
country's______. 
(a) King (b) Foreign Minister (c) Prime Minister (d) Supreme Leader 
229. On Sept. 27, Nasa's ___-_- spacecraft slammed into a distant asteroid at hypersonic speed in the 
world's first test of a planetary defence system. 
(a) ARCTAS (b) THEMIS (c) ARTEMIS (d) DART 
230. On Sept. 28, _____- Samantha Cristoforetti became the first European woman to take over command 
of the International Space Station. 
(a) Germany's (b) Portugal's (c) France's (d) Italy's 
231. On Sept. 29, Doreen Bogdan-Martin of _____- was elected as the first woman secretary general of the 
International Telecommunication Union. 
(a) Switzerland (b) Moldova (c) USA (d) UK 
232. The International Telecommunication Union, which plays an important global role in setting the 
technical standards underlying mobile phones, television and the internet, is headquartered in _____. 
(a) Cairo (b) Geneva (c) Rome (d) Bonn 
233. On _____, Russian President Vladimir Putin annexed four parts of Ukraine occupied by his army. 
(a) Sept. 30 (b) Oct. 01 (c) Oct. 02 (d) Oct. 03 
234. On _____, the UAE's first purpose-built Hindu temple opened in Dubai. 
(a) Oct. 03 (b) Oct. 04 (c) Oct. 05 (d) Oct. 06 
235. On Oct. 04, former German chancellor ______ won the United Nations refugee agency's prestigious 
Nansen Award. 
(a) Helmut Schmidt (b) Helmut Kohl (c) Gerhard Schréder (d) Angela Merkel 
236. On ______ , President Joe Biden's administration released a new Arctic strategy. 
(a) Oct. 02 (b) Oct. 05 (c) Oct. 07 (d) Oct. 09 
237. On Oct. 10, ______ became India's first winner of the ICC Women's Player of the Month. 
(a) Mansi Joshi (b) Harmanpreet Kaur (c) Deepti Sharma (d) Smriti Mandhana 
238. On Oct. 11, the Palestinian group Hamas that rules Gaza revived relations with ______. 
(a) Syria (b) Lebanon (c) Egypt (d) Jordan 
239. On ______, the UN General Assembly overwhelmingly voted to condemn Russia's annexation of parts 
of Ukraine after Moscow vetoed a similar effort in the Security Council. 
(a) Oct. 12 (b) Oct. 13 (c) Oct. 14 (d) Oct. 15 
240. The Biden administration released its US National Security Strategy 2022 on ______. 
(a) Oct. 12 (b) Oct. 13 (c) Oct. 14 (d) Oct. 15 
241. On Oct. 13, ______ lawmakers elected Abdel Latif Rashid as the country's new president, replacing 
Barham Saleh. 
(a) Yemeni (b) Bangladeshi | (c) Iraqi (d) Sudanese 
242. On Oct. 15, ______ announced $400 million in humanitarian aid for Ukraine. 
(a) India (b) UAE (c) Turkey (d) Saudi Arabia 
243. The 13-nation bloc OPEC is headed by _____-. 
(a) UAE (b) Venezuela (c) Saudi Arabia (d) Russia 
244. On Oct. 17, _____- parliament narrowly elected Ulf Kristersson as prime minister of the country. 
(a) Iceland's (b) Sweden's (c) Norway's (d) Denmark's 
245. On Oct. 17, Kuwait's crown prince swore in a new government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmed 
Nawaf al-Ahmed AJ]-Sabah — a ______ of the country's 85-year-old ruler, 
(a) Brother (b) Nephew (c) Son (d) Rival 
246. On Oct. 17, the ____ sanctioned Iran’s “morality” police for the fatal beating in custody of Mahsa Amini. 
(a) UN (b) USA (c) Germany (d) EU 
247. This year's World Health Summit, where world leaders pledged $2.6 billion for eradicating polio 
from the world, was held in ______. 
(a) Brussels (b) Athens (c) Berlin (d) Beijing 
248. On Oct. 18, ______ author Shehan Karunatilakas won this year's Booker prize for his novel “The 
Seven Moons of Maali Almeida”. 
(a) Sri Lankan (b) Indian (c) Indonesian (d) Bhutanese 
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249. On Oct. 18, ------ cement giant Lafarge SA announced to pay a $778 million fine to the US Justice 
Department for supporting terror groups during the Syrian civil war. 
(a) Italian (b) French (c) Norwegian (d) US 
250. On Oct. 18, ------ announced that it would no longer recognise West Jerusalem as Israel's capital. 
(a) Turkey (b) Australia (c) UK (d) Italy 
251. On Oct. 19, the European Parliament awarded the Sakharov Prize for human rights to ______. 
(a) Viktor Almqvist (b) Roberta Metsola (c) Ukrainians (d) Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
252. On Oct. 19, .----- became the first Middle Eastern country to receive Chinese giant pandas. 
(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Iran (c) UAE (d) Qatar 
253. On Oct. 19, Palestinian movement Hama§ announced the restoration of relations with the ______ 
government. 
(a) Syrian (b) Lebanese (c) Jordanian (d) Iranian 
254. On Oct. 19, the meeting of defence ministers from the Indian Ocean Rim was held in the Indian state 
of _____.. 
(a) Gujarat (b) Kerala (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Uttar Pradesh 
255. On Oct. 19, the 90th Interpol General Assembly opened in ___---. 
(a) Ankara (b) New Delhi (c) Geneva (d) Beijing 
256. On______ , Liz Truss resigned, becoming the shortest-serving PM in the UK's history. 
(a) Oct. 20 (b) Oct. 21 (c) Oct. 22 (d) Oct. 23 
257. On Oct. 21, Giorgia Meloni became the first woman to head a government in ___-_-. 
(a) Libya (b) Iceland (c) Italy (d) Greece 
258. On Oct. 25, Conservative Party leader Rishi Sunak became the first Hindu and ___--- non-white 
person of Pakistan and Indian origin to become the British prime minister. 
(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 
259. On Oct. 27, Israel and ______ struck a US-brokered maritime border agreement that opens up 
offshore gas fields for the two countries. 
(a) Jordan (b) Syria (c) Lebanon (d) Egypt 
260. On Oct. 27, the Pentagon released its National Defence Strategy which says that _____- is the most 
consequential challenge for the US. 
(a) EU (b) Russia (c) North Korea (d) China 
261. On ______, Elon Musk took ownership of Twitter Inc. 
(a) Oct. 25 (b) Oct. 26 (c) Oct. 27 (d) Oct. 28 
262. On Oct. 29, ______ Rhaetian Railway broke the world record for the longest passenger train. 
(a) USA's (b) Moldova's (c) Switzerland's (d) France's 
263. On Oct. 31, Lula da Silva was elected as the President of ______. 
(a) Brazil (b) Portugal (c) Cambodia (d) Vietnam 


264. On Oct. 31, the ICC gave its chief prosecutor a go-ahead to continue a probe into atrocities 
committed in ___. 


(a) Afghanistan (b) Iraq (c) Algeria (d) Somalia 

265. On Nov. 03, ______ ordered three Chinese companies to divest their stakes in the country's rare 
earth minerals companies. 
(a) Australia (b) Canada (c) India (d) Thailand 

266. On ______, the UN's COP27 climate summit kicked off in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. 
(a) Oct. O5 (b) Nov. 06 (c) Oct. 07 (d) Oct, OS 

267. On Nov. 07, _____- announced the launch of its first nano-satellite, dubbed ZIMSAT-1, into space. 
(a) Iran (b) South Africa (c) Syria (d) Zimbabwe 

268. On Nov. 08, ______ and Fgypt agreed to develop one of the world's largest wind farms in the latter. 
(a) China (b) Saudi Arabia (c) UAE (d) Qatar 

269. On Nov. 09, the IMF reached a preliminary agreement with ____ for a support package worth $4.5bn. 
(a) Tunisia (b) Bangladesh (c) Turkey (a) Afghanistan 

270. On Nov. 09, Kussian Defence Minister Sergei Sholgu ordered his troops to withdraw from the 
occupied Ukrainian city of ______. 
(a) Kherson (b) Kharkiv (c) Odesa (d) Donetsk 

271. The Tiananmen Square protests broke out in _____.. 
(a) 1989 (b) 1990 (c) 1991 (d) 1993 
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272. On Nov. 11, the ______ unveiled a satellite-based system - Methane Alert and Response System 
(MARS) - to detect methane emissions as part of efforts to cut down on the major contributor to 


global warming. 


(a) NASA (b) UN (c) EU (d) US 
273. On Nov. 13, the summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations was held in Phnom Penh, the 
capital of ______. 
(a) Philippines (b) Vietnam (c) Mongolia (d) Cambodia 
274. On Nov. 13, Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi ratified a prisoner exchange treaty with ___---. 
(a) UAE (b) Venezucla (c) Belgium (d) Russia 
275. The global population hit the eight billion mark on _____.. 
(a) Nov. 12 (b) Nov. 13 (c) Nov. 14 (d) Nov. 15 
276. NASA launched Artemis-1 __-...- mission on Nov. 16. 
(a) Mars (b) Moon (c) Venus (d) None of these 
277. On Nov. 21, Earth quake of magnitude _________ struck Indonesia. 
(a) 7.2 (b) 5.6 (c) 6.0 (d) None of these 


278. The 27th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), Paris Agreement, concluded in which city? 


(a) Madrid (b) Glasgow (c) Sharm El-Sheikh  (d) None of these 
279. On Nov. 24, _______ sworn in as Malaysia’s new Prime-Minister. 
(a) Anwar Ibrahim (b) Mahathir Mohamad (c) Ismail Ibrahim (d) None of these 
280. On Nov. 25, Qatar signed longest gas deal with China for_____ years. 
(a) 10 (b) 27 (c) 15 (d) None of these 
281. On Nov. 28, Ex-Comoros President Ahmed Abdullah Sambi has been given life sentence over__---_. 
(a) Corruption (b) Dishonesty (c) Passport Scandal _(d) None of these 
282. WHO has changed the name of monkey pox disease to _______-. 
(a) mpox (b) npox (c) mkpox (d) None of these 
SPORTS 
2022 
: 1. On Jan. 03, former Pakistan captain ______ announced his retirement from international cricket. 
(a) Sarfraz Ahmad (b) Mohammad Hafeez  (c) Shoaib Malik (d) Kamran Akmal 
‘2 On Jan. 05, ______ won their first-ever test in New Zealand. 
(a) Afghanistan (b) Sri Lanka (c) India (d) Bangladesh 


‘| On Jan. 09, PM Imran Khan was awarded the "International Sports Personality Award" at the 11th 
edition of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Creative Sports Awards ceremony held in 


~ eee , UAE. 

" (a) Ajman (b) Abu Dhabi (c) Sharjah (d) Dubai 

24. On Jan. 16,______ won the 11th Rashid D. Habib Memorial National Professional Golf Tournament. 
(a) Yasir Rasheed (b) Waheed Baloch (c) Mahmood Asif (d) Shabbir Iqbal 

25. On Jan. 18, _____ won the best men’s player in the world, retaining the FIFA Best Award. 

. (a) Robert Lewandowski (b) Lionel Messi (c) Mohammed Salah (da) None of these 

“6. On Jan. 23, the ICC named ______ as the Men's T20 Cricketer of the Year. 
(a) M. Rizwan (b) Babar Azam (c) Virat Kohli (d) None of these 

‘7. ICC's Women's Emerging Cricketer of the Year for 2021 is Pakistan's ____. 
(a) Nashra Sandhu (b) Bismah Mahroof (c) Ghulam Fatima (d) Fatima Sana 

‘8. On Jan. 24, Pakistan pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi was awarded the ______ Trophy for the ICC Cricketer 
of the Year. 
(a) David Shepherd (b) Sir Garfield Sobers (c) Rachael Heyhoe (d) None of these 

9. On Jan. 24, Pakistani cricketer ____-__ was named men's Cricketer of the Year 2021, 
(a) Babar Azam (b) Shaheen Afridi (c) Rizwan (d) None of these 
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The HBL PSL 2022 commenced at the National Stadium, Karachi, on 


(a) Jan. 21 (b) Jan. 23 (c) Jan. 25 (d) Jan. 27 

On Jan. 29, Ashleigh Barty became the first ____ to win her home Grand Slam in 44 years. 

(a) British (b) French (c) Australian (d) Italian 

On Jan. 30, ______ won a titanic five-set duel with Daniil Medvedev to claim his record 21st Grand 
Slam men's title in the Australian Open. 

(a) Roger Federer (b) Novak Djokovic (c) Rafael Nadal (d) Andy Murray 

The winner of the HBL PSL 7 is __---- 

(a) Multan Sultans (b) Islamabad United (c) Peshawar Zalmi (d) Lahore Qalandars 

The FIFA Men's Player of the Year award for 2021 has been awarded to ______ striker Robert 

Lewandowski. 

(a) Spanish (b) French (c) Italian (d) Polish 

60 aoe the ICC announced ______ Daryl Mitchell as the winner of the ICC Spirit of Cricket Award 
or ‘ 

(a) Australia's (b) South Africa's (c) England's (d) New Zealand's 

On Feb. 05, ______ cross-country skier Therese Johaug won the first gold medal of the Beijing 
Olympics. 

(a) Norwegian (b) Swedish (c) Lithuanian (d) German 

On Feb. 06, India edged out ______ to win their fifth ICC Under-19 Men's Cricket World Cup. 

(a) West Indies (b) Sri Lanka (c) Australia (d) England 

On Feb. 07, ______ won their first African Cup. 

(a) Kenya (b) Senegal (c) Egypt (d) Ethiopia 

The winners of the 2022 Women's 50-over World Cup will receive prize money of _____-. 

(a) $0.92 million (b) $1.10 million (c) $1.20 million (d) $1.32 million 

On Feb. 19, ______ cricketer James Faulkner was banned for life from the PSL. 

(a) Australian (b) English (c) South African (d) West Indian 

On Feb. 27, Lahore Qalandars outplayed ______ in the final to clinch the PSL title. 

(a) Karachi Kings (b) Islamabad United (c) Multan Sultans (d) Peshawar Zalmi 

On Mar. 02, the PCB and Cricket Australia launched the ______ Trophy that will be presented at the 
end of each men's Test series played between Pakistan and Australia. 

(a) Spirit of Cricket (b) PCAUCB (c) Benaud-Qadir (d) PAK-AUS 

On Mar. 04, the Winter Paralympics 2022 opened in ______. 

(a) Beijing (b) Stockholm (c) Paris (d) London 

On Mar. 11, Pakistan's 16-year-old Ahsan Ramzan became the _____ Pakistani cueist to win the IBSF 
World Men Snooker Championship. 

(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 

On Mar. 16, ______ Amir Sarkhosh won the 37th ACBS Asian Men Snooker Championship 2022. 

(a) Malaysia's (b) Iran's (c) Pakistan's (d) Afghanistan's 

On Mar. 19, former captain and batting stalwart ______ was formally inducted into the PCB Hall of 
Fame. 

(a) Javed Miandad (b) Hanif Mohammad (c) Waseem Raja (d) Zaheer Abbas 

On Mar. 20, ______ Sunny Edwards defeated Pakistan's premier professional boxer Mohammad 
Waseem in the IBF flyweight world title bout. 

(a) Austria's (b) Denmark's (c) England's (d) Nepal's 

ON Mar. 23, for Pakistan captain_____- , who took 373 Test and 416 ODI wickets, was formally 
inducted into the PCB Hall of Fame. 

(a) Wagar Younis (b) Waseem Akram (c) Imran Khan (d) Shahid Afridi 
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29. On Mar. 26, ______ Iga Swiatek became the new world number one in women's tennis after she 
clinched the WTA Miami Open. 


(a) Switzerland's (b) Poland's (c) Britain's (d) Serbia's 

30. On Apr. 01, Balochistan defeated defending champions _____. to clinch the Pakistan Cup. 
(a) Sindh (b) Punjab (c) Islamabad (d) KP 

31. On Apr. 01, former Pakistan pacer Umar Gul was named the new bowling coach and consultant of 
the ______ men's team. 
(a) Bangladesh (b) Sri Lanka (c) Afghanistan (d) UAE 

32. On Apr. 03, Australia beat ___.__ in the Women's World Cup final. 
(a) New Zealand (b) England (c) India (d) West Indies 

33. OnApr. 11, Pakistan's _____ won the International Cricket Council Player of the Month Award of March. 
(a) Hassan Ali (b) Babar Azam (c) Shaheen Shah (d) M. Rizwan 

34. On Apr. 21, ______ Joe Root was named as Wisden's leading cricketer in the world. 
(a) England's (b) Australia's (c) South Africa's (d) New Zealand's 

35. OnApr. 21, ______ Lizelle Lee was named the Wisden leading women's cricketer in the world. 
(a) England's (b) South Africa's (c) Kenya's (d) Zimbabwe's 

36. On Apr. 22, former PCB chief executive ______ was appointed the ICC's General Manager of cricket. 
(a) Rashid Sheikh (b) Bazid Khan (c) Munir Khan (d) Wasim Khan 

37. On Apr. 29,_____ former tennis star Boris Becker was jailed for two and a half years on charges 
relating to his 2017 bankruptcy. 
(a) Germany's (b) Switzerland's (c) New Zealand's (d) Denmark's 

38. On Apr. 29, ______ former tennis star Boris Becker was jailed for two and a half years on charges 
relating to his 2017 bankruptcy. 
(a) Germany's (b) Switzerland's (c) New Zealand's (d) Denmark's 

39. On Apr. 30, John Coates stood down as president of ____ Olympic Committee after 32 years at the 
helm. 
(a) Australia's (b) USA's (c) Sweden's (d) England's 

40. On Apr. 30, John Coates stood down as president of ______ Olympic Committee after 32 years at the 
helm. ; 
(a) Australia's (b) USA's (c) Sweden's (d) England's 

41. On May 05, Pakistan's young mountaineer Shehroze Kashif became the first-ever Pakistani to 
summit Kangchenjunga - the ______ highest mountain in the world. 
(a) Third (b) Fourth (c) Fifth (d) Sixth 


42. On May 06, the Asian Games, scheduled to be held in September this year in the Chinese city of 
eee , were postponed because of Covid. 
(a) Hangzhou (b) Shanghai (c) Guangzhou (da) Beijing 

43. On May 07, Pakistan's ______ became the first-ever Pakistani to climb 10 of the world's 14 highest 
peaks above 4,000 metres. 


(a) Ali Baig (c) Sajid Sadpara (c) Sirbaz A, Khan (a) Shehroze Kashif 
44. Ross Taylor was a cricket great from _____- 

(a) Australia (b) South Africa (c) New Zealanal's (d) England 
45. The first Paralympics were held in _____.. 

(a) Norway (b) UK (c) Japan (d) China 
46. On May 18, ______ became the first Bangladeshi cricketer to complete 5,000 Test runs. 

(a) Tamim Iqbal (b) Anamul Haque (c) Mushfiqur Rahim — (d) Litton Das 
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On May 23, former Pakistan Test captain ______ was appointed to a coaching role with Singapore's 
national team. 
(a) Kamran Farhat (b) Imran Nazir (c) Yunus Khan (d) Salman Butt 


On May 26, Umar Gul, the former Pakistan fast bowler, was named the new bowling coach of the 
——" national team. 

(a) UAE (b) Afghanistan (c) Nepal (d) Singapore 

On May 28, Pakistani mountaineers Sirbaz Ali and Shehroze Kashif summited 8,463m Mt Makalu in 
__--_. the fifth highest peak in the world. 


(a) Bhutan (b) China (c) Nepal (d) Myanmar 
On May 28, ______ beat Liverpool in Champions League final to become kings of Europe for a record- 
extending 14th time. 
(a) Real Madrid (b) AS Roma (c) Liverpool (d) Chelsea 
On May 29, Pakistan's Mohammad Inam won a ___ medal in Beach Wrestling World Series held in Turkey. 
(a) Bronze (b) Silver (c) Gold (d) None of these 
On May 29, ______ thrashed Rajasthan Royals to win the Indian Premier League 2022 title. 
(a) KKR (b) Gujarat Titans (c) RCB (d) Mumbai Indians 
On June 01, Pakistan finished ______ in the Asia Cup Hockey. 
(a) Third (b) Fourth (c) Fifth (d) Sixth 
On June 01, ______ edged out Malaysia to win the Asia Cup Hockey. 
(a) Japan (b) Korea (c) India (d) China 
The trophy of FIFA World Cup 2022 arrived in Pakistan on _____-. 
(a) June 04 (b) June 05 (c) June 06 (d) June 07 
The first Pakistan female player to win ICC's Women's Player of the Month Award is ____-_. 
(a) Tuba Hassan (b) Bisma Maroof (c) Sidra Amin (d) Maria Sultana 
On June 29, Babar Azam surpassed India's ________ in becoming the world No.1 T20I batter for the 
longest period of time, which was 1,013 days. 
(a) Rohit Sharma (b) Virat Kohli (c) MS Dhoni (d) None of these 
On June 30, England picks _______ as captain of T20 and ODI teams after Morgan retires. 
(a) Jos Buttler (b) Joe Root (c) Jason Roy (d) None of these 
On July 04, Shaheen Shah Afridi was made goodwill ambassador of ______ Police. 
(a) Punjab (b) AJK (c) KP (d) GB 
. On July 05, Pakistan's ______ became the youngest person to scale 8,126-metre, Nanga Parbat. 
(a) Naila Kiyani (b) Shehroze Kashif (c) Samina Baig (d) Sarbaz Khang525 
On July 08, _____ U19 Whites defeated Central Punjab U19 Blues to clinch the National U19 Cup title. 
(a) KP (b) Sindh (c) Punjab (d) Balochistan 
On 20 July, __--_-- becomes first batter in history to bat for over 500 minutes in a successful run- 
chase in first test against Sri Lanka. 
(a) Azhar Ali (b) Babar Azam (c) Abdullah Shafique (d) None of these 
Commonwealth Games 2022 are being held in ______- from July 28 to Aug 8. 
(a) Birmingham (b) London (c) Yorkshire (d) None of these 


Seer will replace Sri Lanka as the venue for the Asia Cup 2022, starting on Aug. 27, due to crisis 
in Sri Lanka. 


(a) UAE (b) Pakistan (c) Bangladesh (d) None of these 


Pakistan is set to play seven T20Is match series in September 2022 against which country at home 
grounds? 


(a) New Zealand (b) England (c) South Africa (d) None of these 
How many medals won by Pakistan at Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games (CWG)? 
(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) None of these 
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Nooh Dastagir Butt grabbed gold medal in weight lifting with a record lift of ______. 


(a) 305 kg (b) 405 kg (c) 475 kg (d) None of these 
a , Dr Narinder Dhruv Batra resigned as president of the International Hockey Federation. 
(a) July 18 (b) July 19 (c) July 20 (d) July 21 

On July 27, ___-__ became the first Pakistani golfer to make the cut at the 74th US Junior Amateur 
Golf Championship. 

(a) Munir Kamal (b) Shahid Khan (c) Omar Khalid (d) Mubeen Elahi 
Pakistan's first medal in the Commonwealth Games 2022 was won by ____--. 

(a) Arshad Nadeem (b) Nooh Butt (c) Inam Butt (d) Shah Hussain 

On July 29, ____-- Alex Yee won the first gold of the Commonwealth Games. 

(a) Australia's (b) Vietnam's (c) S. Korea's (d) England's 

On Aug. 03, _____. won Pakistan's first gold medal in the Commonwealth Games 2022. 

(a) Shah Hussain (b) Arshad Nadeem (c) Nooh Butt (d) Inam Butt 

On Aug. 04, a Russian court sentenced ______ basketball star Brittney Griner to nine years in prison 
over drug smuggling. 

(a) US (b) Australian (c) British (d) German 


2022 Asia Cup (Aug. 27 to Sept. 11) is the 15th edition of the Asia Cup cricket tournament, was 
originally planned to be held in September _____-. 


(a) 2020 (b) 2021 (c) 2022 (d) None of these 
Which Pakistani player made his T20 debut during Asia Cup 2022? 
(a) Shahnawaz Dhani (b) Naseem Shah (c) Iftikhar (d) Muhammad Hasnain 


On Sept. 02, US Tennis lady Serena Williams, retired after losing her last US-Open title. She was 
Grand Slam champion. 


(a) 23-time (b) 24-time (c) 25-time (d) None of these 
On Sept. 03, ______ stunned Australia for the first time on the latter’s home soil when they beat it by 
three wickets in the third ODI at the Riverway Stadium. 
(a) Zimbabwe (b) Bangladesh (c) New Zealand (d) Afghanistan 
On Sept. 10, ______ teenager Carlos Alcaraz became the youngest man to be the world number one in 
tennis. 
(a) Danish (b) Spanish (c) Australian (d) Swiss 
On Sept. 11, ____ defeated Pakistan to win their 6th Asia Cup cricket title. 
(a) Sri Lanka (b) India (c) Bangladesh (d) Afghanistan 
The final of the Asia Cup 2022 was played on Sept. 11 at ______. 
(a) Dubai (b) Sharjah (c) Ajman (d) Abu Dhabi 
. On Sept. 14, Pakistan veterans downed ______ to win the inaugural Over 60s Cricket World Cup. 
(a) India (b) Australia (c) New Zealand (d) West Indies 
. On Sept. 15, _-____ tennis legend Roger Federer announced retirement. 
(a) German (b) Dutch (c) Swiss (d) Serbian 
. On Sept. 22, Babar Azam and Mohammad Rizwan shared a record opening stand of ____-- runs, 
against England. 
(a) 203 (b) 209 (c) 214 (d) 221 
. On Sept. 25, Pakistan became the __..-- team to play 200 T20 Internationals. 
(a) First (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 
. Pakistan played their first T201 against _____. on August 28, 2006, 
(a) Australia (b) India (c) West Indies (d) England 
On Oct. 01, the United States crushed ____.. to win their fourth straight women's basketball World 
Cup and 11th overall. 
(a) Australia (b) China (c) Canada (d) France 
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On Oct. 02, Pakistani athlete ______ won gold medal at Albania Open Taekwondo Championship. 
(a) Fahad Alam (b) Sinan Ashfaq (c) Shah Hussain (d) Ali Hamid 
On Oct. 04, ______ was chosen to host the 2029 Asian Winter Games. 
(a) Turkmenistan (b) South Korea (c) China (d) Saudi Arabia 
On Oct. 07, ______ retained the National Women Basketball Championship title. 
(a) Pak Army (b) Wapda (c) Punjab (d) Sindh 
On Oct. 10, Pakistan's ______ was crowned the ICC Men's Player of the Month for September 2022. 
(a) Naseem Shah (b) Babar Azam (c) M. Rizwan (d) Haris Rauf 
On Oct. 15, Gulfam Joseph of ___-_- became the first Pakistani athlete (shooter) to qualify for the — 
Paris Olympics 2024. 
(a) Anny (b) Wapda (c) Punjab (d) Sindh 
On Oct. 15, India won their seventh Women's Asia Cup title, beating -_____ in the final. 
(a) Bangladesh (b) Pakistan (c) UAE (d) Sri Lanka 
On Oct. 16, the PCB announced the induction of the national team's first Test captain _____- into the | 
PCB Hall of Fame. 
(a) Javed Burki (b) Fazal Mehmood (c) Abdul Aziz (d) AH Kardar 
The 2023 Asian Football Cup will be hosted by _____-_. 
(a) Qatar (b) China (c) India (d) Malaysia 
On Oct. 18, Roger Binny was elected president of the ______ cricket board. 
(a) English (b) Australian (c) South African (d) Indian 
On Oct. 18, France's Karim Benzema won this year's Ballon d'Or while ______ Alexia Putellas retained - 
the women's prize. | 
(a) Spain's (b) Croatia's (c) Portugal's (d) Canada's 
On Oct. 22, _____- won the inaugural Pakistan Junior League tournament. 
(a) Gwadar Sharks (b) Bahawalpur Royals _—_(c) Rawalpindi Raiders (d) Mardan Warriors 
On Oct. 23, Pakistan's Ghulam Mustafa Bashir became the _____- Pakistani athlete to qualify for the 
Paris Olympics 2024. 
(a) First : (b) Second (c) Third (d) Fourth 
On Oct. 25, the ______ edition of Punjab Games got underway at National Hockey Stadium in Lahore. 
(a) 69th (b) 70th (c) 72nd (d) 73rd 
On Oct. 30, Shachar Sagiv became the first ______ athlete to compete in Saudi Arabia. 
(a) Jordanian (b) Israeli (c) Indonesian (d) Russian 
On Oct. 31, Taimur Hassan Amin of Pakistan was re-elected as the Chairman of the Asia Pacific 


Paiene Confederation for two years. 
(a) Volleyball (b) Squash (c) Handball (d) Golf 
The record for highest individual score by a Pakistan woman batter in ODIs - 176 runs - is held by 


(a) Muneeba Ali (b) Sidra Ameen (c) Bisma Maroof (d) Sana Mir 

On Nov. 05, Pakistan's Tayyab Ikram became the new head of the International ______ Federation. 
(a) Kabaddi (b) Volleyball (c) Rowing (d) Hockey 

On Nov. 08, ____.. Charlotte Edwards and West Indian Shivnarine Chanderpaul were inducted int« 
the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame. 

(a) New Zealand's (b) South Africa's (c) Australia's (d) England's 

On Nov. 08, Pakistan's legendary bowler _____- was inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame. 
(a) Wasim Akram (b) Sarfraz Nawaz (c) Imran Khan (d) Abdul Qadir 

On Nov. 12, -___-- Greg Barclay was re-elected as chairman of the ICC. 

(a) South Africa's (b) England's (c) New Zealand's (d) Australia's 

On Nov. 13, England edged ______ to win the Twenty20 World Cup. 

(a) India (b) New Zealand (c) West Indies (d) Pakistan 
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108. FIFA world cup 2022 kicked off on__---. 2022 in Qatar. 


(a) 16th Nov. (b) 18thNov. (c) 20th Nov. (d) None of these 
109. On Nov. 23, famous tennis player__------ won 6th ATP Finals singles title. 
(a) Roger Federer (b) Rafael Nadal (c) Novak Djokovic  (d) None of these 
110. First male player to score in Five World cups after scoring goals in FIFA World Cup 2022 is ------ , 
(a) Cristiano Ronaldo _(b) Lionel Messi (c) Xavi (d) None of these 
111. On ___.. , England cricket team reached Pakistan after 17 years to play historic Test series. 
(a) Nov. 25 (b) Nov. 27 (c) Nov. 28 (d) Nov. 30 
OBITUARIES 
2022 
1. ran Poitier, Hollywood's first major Black movie star and the first to win the best actor Oscar, 
ed on ______. 
(a) Jan. 07 (b) Jan. 08 (c) Jan. 09 (d) Jan. 11 
2. On Jan. 07, Iran began paying compensation to families of those killed when it shot down a ______ 
airliner in 2020. 
(a) Russian - (b) Ukrainian (c) Canadian (d) German 
3. On Jan. 11, David Sassoli, an ______ journalist who ultimately became the president of the European 
Union's parliament, died. 
(a) Irish ; (b) Italian (c) Estonian (d) Austrian 
4.  On_______2022, chief justice of Pakistan Nazim Hussain Siddiqui passed away at 81. 
(a) Jan. 16 (b) Jan. 15 (c) Jan. 17 (d) Dec. 11 
5. On___, senior film, TV and stage actor Rasheed Naz breathed his last at an Islamabad hospital at 73. 
(a) Jan. 17 (b) Jan. 18 (c) Jan. 19 (d) None of these 
6. On Jan. 29, former civil servant Tasneem Ahmad Siddiqui passed away. He was most celebrated for 
his conceptualisation of the project known as _____-__. 
(a) Khuda Ki Basti (b) Sindh Kachi Abadis — (c)_ Both of these (d) None of these 
7 On-______ , Bollywood superstar Lata Mangeshkar died at the age of 92. 
(a) Feb. 05 (b) Feb. 06 (c) Feb. 07 (d) Feb. 08 
8. Former Olympian and 1960 Rome Olympics gold medallist Abdul Waheed Khan, who passed away 
on Feb. 21, was related to: 
(a) Hockey (b) Badminton (c) Racing (d) Swimming 
9. Former Interior Minister Rehman Malik passed away on ______. 
(a) Feb. 20 (b) Feb. 21 (c) Feb. 22 (d) Feb. 23 
10. On Feb. 24, a local court in Islamabad sentenced Zahir Jaffer to _____ for murdering Noor Mukadam. 
(a) Life imprisonment (b) Death 
(c) 10 years' imprisonment (d) 15 years' imprisonment 
11. On Mar. 04, at least 57 people were martyred in a suicide blast at a mosque in _____- locality near 
Qissa Khwani Bazaar in Peshawar. 
(a) Koocha Risaldar (b) Koocha Praim Nagar 
(b) Koocha Alamdar Hussain (d) Koocha Ghulam Jillani 
12. On Mar. 04, Australia cricket great Shane Warne was found dead in a villa in _____-. 
(a) Malaysia (b) Switzerland (c) Greece (d) Thailand 
13. Veteran actor Masood Akhtar passed away on ______. 
(a) Mar. 05 (b) Mar. 06 (c) Mar. 07 (d) Mar. 08 
14. On Mar. 07, Rafiq Tarar, who served as the 9th president of Pakistan, from Jan. 01, 1998 to June 20, 
ere » Passed away. 
(a) 1999 (c) 2000 (c) 2001 (d) 2002 
5. On , Madeleine Albright, the first female US secretary of state, died at age 84. 


(a) Mar. 20 (b) Mar. 21 (c) Mar. 22 (d) Mar. 23 
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On Apr. 04, noted mountaineer Abdul Karim, also known as______ , passed away at the age of 68. 

(a) Little Karim (b) Great Karim (c) Man of Ice (d) Master Karim 

Bilquis Bano Edhi, who was known as the mother of thousands of orphans and unwanted children, 
passed away on ___._.. 


(a) Apr. 12 , (b) Apr. 14 (c) Apr. 15 (d) Apr. 16 
On Apr. 19, Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan, an MNA belonging to the ______ , passed away. 
(a) PPP (b) PTI (c) MQM-P (d) TLP 


Three Chinese nationals and a Pakistani van driver lost their lives in a suicide bombing on the 
premises of the University of Karachi on ______ i 


(a) Apr. 22 (b) Apr. 24 (c) Apr. 26 (d) Apr. 28 
On Apr. 22, former ______ president Mwai Kibaki, who led the East African nation for more than a 
decade, died. 

(a) Nigerian (b) Algerian (c)’ Kenyan (d) Somali 
On Apr. 25, Kane Tanaka, the world's oldest person, died at the age of______ years. 

(a) 104 (b) 113 (c) 119 (d) 121 
Australia's former all-rounder Andrew Symonds died in a car crash on ______. 

(a) May 12 (b) May 13 (c) May 14 (d) May 15 
Former foreign minister Sardar Assef Ahmed Ali passed away on _____-. 

(a) May 18 (b) May 19 (c) May 20 (d) May 21 
On May 20, ______ renowned communist poet Muzaffar al-Nawab died at the age of 88. 
(a) Palestine's (b) Iraq's (c) Syria's (d) Kuwait 


Punjabi singer and rapper Sidhu Moose Wala was murdered in the Mansa district of Punjab 
on ______. 


(a) May 27 (b) May 28 (c) May 29 (d) May 30 
Renowned TV personality and PTI's MNA Aamir Liaquat Hussain passed away on ____--- 
(a) June 07 (b) June 08 (c) June 09 (d) June 10 


On June 16, a UN-backed court sentenced two Hezbollah members to life imprisonment for the 2005 
bombing that killed ______ ex-premier Rafic Hariri. 


(a) Jordan's (b) Lebanon's (c) Iraq's (d) Syria's 

On June 22, an earthquake measuring magnitude 6.2 struck southeastern_______- At least 1,163 
people died and more than 3,000 others were injured. 

(a) Afghanistan (b) Iran (c) Uzbekistan (d) None of these 

On ______ , Shinzo Abe, Japan's longest-serving prime minister, died after being shot. 

(a) July 07 (b) July 08 (c) July 09 (d) July 10 

On July 13, senior actor Tanveer Jamal passed away in ____-. 

(a) USA (b) UK (c) Turkey (d) Japan 

On July 13, ______ , renowned singer, and wife of film star Mustafa Qureshi, passed away. 

(a) Rubina Qureshi (b) Salma Qureshi (c) Afia Qureshi (d) Zahid Qureshi 


On July 31, in the early morning, Al Qaeda leader Zawahiri was killed in US drone strike in ________ ‘ 
Afghanistan. 

(a) Kabul (b) Qandahar (c) Mazar-i-Sharif (d) None of these 

Six Pakistan Army personnel including Lt. General Sarfraz Ali embraced martyrdom in a helicopter 
crash, went missing on 01 Aug. evening, was busy in flood rescue operations in ____-_- district of 
Baluchistan. 

(a) Jhal Magsi (b) Lasbela (c) Quetta (d) None of these 

On Aug. 02, DG ISPR Maj. Gen. Babar Iftikhar confirmed that all the six military personnel, including 


Commander _____ , Lt-Gen Sarfraz Ali, were martyred in a helicopter crash. 

(a) 10 Corps (c) Multan Corps (c) 12 Corps (d) Northern Corps 
On Aug. 02, Joe Biden claimed that the US has killed al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri in _____. 
(a) Afghanistan (b) Iraq (c) Syria (d) Pakistan 


On Aug. 08, TTP's Maulvi Abdul Wali aka Omar Khalid Khurasani was killed in an explosion in the 
Birmal area of Afghanistan's ______ province. 
(a) Khost (b) Paktia (c) Zabul (d) Paktika 
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37. On Aug. 27, renowned poet and scholar of _______ language Imdad Hussaini died at 82. 
(a) Punjabi (b) Pashto (c) Sindhi (d) Balochi 
38. On Aug. _______ , Former President of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev, who ended the Cold War, 
died aged 91. . 
(a) 29 (b) 30 (c) 31 (d) None of these 
39. Queen Elizabeth II, the longest-serving monarch in British history, died on ______ at 96. 
(a) Sept. 05 (b) Sept. 06 (c) Sept. 07 (d) Sept. 08 
40. Asad Rauf, the former ICC elite panel umpire, died on _____-. 
(a) Sept. 11 (b) Sept. 12 (c) Sept. 14 (d) Sept. 15 
41. British monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, has been laid to rest at __.__-. 
(a) Cornhill inIpswich (b) Winchester (c) Wellington Arch (d) Westminster Abbey 
42. On Sept. 23, Hilary Mantel, the first __.__- novelist to win the Booker Prize twice, died aged 70. 
(a) Australian (b) Canadian (c) British (d) Indian 
43. On Sept. 22, Pakistan's foreign secretary from 1988 to____-- , Dr Humayun Khan, passed away. 
(a) 1989 (b) 1990 (c) 1992 (d) 1993 
44. On Sept. 26, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a prominent Sunni scholar and spiritual leader of ___--- Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, died. 
(a) Libya's (b) Tunisia's (c) Egypt's (d) Syria's 
45. Japanese professional wrestler-turned-politician Antonio Inoki died on ______. 
(a) Oct. 01 (b) Oct. 02 (c) Oct. 03 (d) Oct. 04 
46. On Oct. 14, former chief justice of ______ High Court and the chief justice of the Federal Shariat 
Court, Justice Noor Muhammad Meskanzai, was killed. 
(a) Islamabad (b) Balochistan (c) Peshawar (d) Sindh 
47. On Oct. 24, senior journalist and anchor Arshad Sharif was shot dead by the police in ______. 
(a) Malawi (b) Kenya (c) Tanzania (d) Dubai 
48. The woman journalist who died after being crushed under IK's container in PTI's long march was 
(a) Sadaf Naeem (b) Razia Ashiq (b) Azma Sehrish (d) Syeda Maria 
49. Ex-caretaker PM Balakh Sher Mazari passed away on ___-_--. 
; (a) Nov. 01 (b) Nov. 02 (c) Nov. 04 (d) Nov. 05 
50. On Nov. 19, Comedian and stage actor_________ passed away. 
(a) Iftkhiar Thakur (b) Amanullah (c) Tariq Teddy (d) None of these 
51. On_______ , famous actor, Ismail Tara, passed away. 
(a) Nov. 24 (b) Nov. 20 (c) Nov. 27 (d) None of these 
52. On Nov. 29, the Dawn journalist and grandson of Muhammad Ali Johar, ______ passed away. 
(a) Khalid Ali (b) Ahmad Hassan (c) Babur Iftkhiar (d) None of these 
53. On Nov. 30, former Chinese president______ , who guided China’s rise died. 
(a) Jiang Zemin (b) Xi Jinping (c) Hu Jintao (d) None of these 


520 | All in One - Book XIV 


689 CamScanner 


